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724th meetinCJ" l'lonc'Lay, 22 Anril 1974, 
at 3. 30 n. m. 

Chairman: ·1r. mrrD (Czechoslovakia) 

ELEC'1'I0f :F TT:!O VICZ-C~IAIRJV1El\T 

'.::·1-1~ Clg\IR:_~:.':i. ~aiel the;:-,, as <mgr;.;~st~··l by t:c1; :Uur•:""<:U of t'v:· Cou.."lc-; 1 J each 

Coniutittee :sbon:L'l .:•lect two Vi.cc -CJ-'.:1-irmen on t•:c -,_,a.sis :•f the principle of 

geo~:;raphica.l re"Jresentotion. I:C t1"E':\'~ '·rere .•o oh._\2nt:i.r.Jn.s, r•e ;;ro.·l_(' C"Jnsi·~~ro·r th.·t 

\·Tould be postponed 1-m til tJ1e follmrine; l1'e~t.; nl!. 

It "1:1.:; so decided. 

ORCJIJJIZATin\T QTi' ''-iORK (E/1.1567) 

~he. CHAIRi"'i•IJ dr~v tt,:-: att:::ntic.,r. of tiv:c ~.Jern1Jers of t.t1c- Cc-J'Lmitte:'e to th•:: 

note by Jc~:e Buree,u concerning the orr;c'1j_zation oi wn~~· (E/1.1~;13'(), a.' revised and 

fldopte·l by the Council that morning. 

In paragreph 5 of that document it 1-ras sugr;-::~stec thac, h:..~fore +,he i t;~m 

concerned v<as t1.1t.en up by a comm~.tte.). aJ_l relev-:r:t proposals r;'toul-3 l1e subm:i tteJ 

in ''riting, and attention was calL:-d to ·~ouricil rr~~>olutim:; 1623 (r,r)., in vhich the 

Council had decided that 71 s..s a general rul':' and in o-r-der to e.voi.d repe-titious 

Jeoa-tes, ccnsideration of the reports of R}.1 itn fu..'1ctio;-,aJ cornc·nissiC'":!<3 anr .. 

subsidiary bodi•oc si1.ould be cor:fined, f·w ;:,s poasi1:;le. to matters vrr~icc :rr.cuir.0 

decisj on:-; or :-midance from the Cvwlcil 

vii th rec;'l.rc~ to _:_>aragraph 6 ~~·f the r-otc~ the COl1itC:i.l ": .:..:.:;, adopted in plenPI'Y 

me··:ting tr,c tarr;et dates sugJested b'; tr•e 3ureau fo1: ti1P· corr[)Jetion of groups of 

itc.::ms, as propo:wd i'1 the annex of the doc'G:nen+-.. 'i.'f:le tarr;-et dates pr0JlOSed fo1:· tl-:le 

nocial Comrnittee l>lere thf-; follo~Jing: 1 [c·Jay for the CO]tn)~'-·2tio:: of items 15 (Rep0rt 

of the Co7.!T"itte~ on r:ol; -G·.•vc·Y'nrtcntrJl ')rg>"<nizn:..inns). 1!.: (Re:Jort of the Conunisr.ion 

on the Sta.tus or ~>lonen) an'i 3 (;3ocia.l r:uestioi,3) ,, '<bier\ ;:~to,J.ld ~he consi.dere·:~ in 

that order; and 15 Ma:·r for th~ COIQ]'letion of i t~?mc.> '' C'Iarcot'-~ drur;s) e.nd 10 (~~DJnan 

rights questions). 

/ ... 
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( ~-nE~ rnna1· ]'"'"•'"'"') ~-' . .:. ~__;;._:_:_~---. ! . .':.::."'~ ..... 

:r..-:.--1 bis vL:!-:;.r, it >,;cmld be :::;o:~si~>le to complete t:-~ose: items '-'Y t.:1e tarc;et iia-!";e<:, 

It 1.;af' ~ss.:-or1tilll ~or tl:e Corc-~nitt<::e to make the :ma;~~-'1-Lllll use of its ~:~o.::i:ia!'f' durino: 

~ntl·:;:.·~3e tte sug;;estc-:d c::rde:r of cor·shlsrati 0'' and t·u·r,:E..'t dates for t1Je co!'lpletion ot 

ite:;ns ~·iv(.::n in t;'ce ar;ne;.._ to doc;;ment E/L.l587, ;1itl1 t~1e am<':'ndmenc corsequential 

u:po~-: ti12 -:cletion of it:~~ 7. 

It vas sc d.ec::_de•:_. ·-···-.-----------
',-'he CHf~IF'iVII;n mmcnmced t1n.t, i{l ordE:r to assi :;t th·.: C'omm7'·te~ in its 

PEPOl~11 OJ:!"' TP.E: COfvJI'JIT~CI_\~ CiT'f I,rz.·r~~-G-OVER[~~l\'~~fT'I:r'\T, nT<nf\:'!tZ/\1,IGf·JQ ( }~ /51J 52 ~na Add .1 ~~ 

~/fC.7/L.652. paras. 25-27) 

1'-;r~.:., _ __g_;__~--mG:i::: (Tri~-idad ,i,nd To1Jarp~) sp0.3-Y:ing as Ci1airman of the Committee 

on Non-~Gover:tmental O:r.-;~anizu.tions ,, int:.·oduced the Ccrr:mittee 's re[)ort (E/5452 and 

Aar'! .• l) ard said that the Committee hP.d r::onsiclere<l. -:_lJ~ ayplications and rF:applicati0'1S 

fo:r c·::.nsultative status an(; rf':::_uc~:;ts for reclassification, which ap-peared in 

chapter II of the rc:po·_·t. 

Con~·.-i.dc::!:'at:;_o,1 of those 'lpplications and -~equest:.-, had taken up ~ost of th-:: 

Corr~.-.Htee·s time~ and it ba.d often 1)een difficult to r~.·-:cicte the> category in which 

ea..c> non-· ,:;overnmencal or gar;:: zation should be pla.ce( desi-Ji te the gu:i deJ ine::; 

provided. in Economic awl Soci,1l Council resolution 12~1·:· ~·,LI7) concerning 

arra:o,zements for cons~ll tat.~ on with non-goverm'lent~;J organi zati_o• ·.s. 

'I'hat oifficulty harl un6r::rlir:ed .:1e ne0d fc•r t~·:e r::c::mbers of' the Committee to 

be give:: clear data ir1 order to understan1 the activities of the applicant 

orgr,r:izatior:s and the role ~:hich they coulc_ plgy in sn,rl)ortin."; United Nations 

activities in various fields. It haJ also reinforced the vie-.r that the Secretary·-

1:1en0ral sbouJJl furt}1er e::~.Jlore the question of the process for tl:~ revie'.i and 

of new applicatior1s and requests for reclassification. 

reflr:cted in raragrapb.s 6 &XJ.ri.. 7 of ti,e report. 

I . .. 
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(prs. George, Trinidad and Tobago) 

The Committee had adopted a United Fingdom proposal to include an additional 

que:3tion in the questionnaire to non-governmental organizations~ vrhich v::J,s 

reproduced in paragraph 16 of the report. Despite the inclusion of that new 

question, the Committee members had questioned the realistic character of the 

existjng criteria derived from Economic and Social Council resolution 1296 (XLIV), 

particularly with regard to the existing system of categorization. In that 

connexion, some members had considered that the replies to the questionnaire s1J.ould 

be more detailed, so that the organization concerned could be properly assessed. 

Others had felt that the presence of a representative of the organization applying 

for consultative status would be useful for the purpose of clarifying the data 

submitted. 

There seemed to have been general agreement that the terms of paragraph 10 of 

the resolution were not sufficiently precise and could be open to varying 

interpretations. In that connexion, the members of the Com.n:dttee had expressed the 

view that the cor.tributicn which non-governmental organizations ~ould make to the 

work of the United Nations was not well known or appreciated. Many delegations had 

said that consideration might be given to the possibility of broadening the sphere 

of activity of non-governmental organizations, giving greater attention to those 

areas not strictly within the competence of the Economic and Social Council, such 

as disarmament and decolonization. 

In the context of such a re-evaluation, care should be taken not to complicate 

relations. with the non-governmental organizations. In that connexion, reference 

had been made to the constructive role which the Committee on Non-Governmental 

Organizations could play in the harmonization and rationalization of the operational 

relations between those organizations and the United Nations. 

As stated in paragraph 22 of the report, the Chairman of the Committee on 

Non-Governmental Organizations had met informally with the Chairman of the 

Committee of the Security Council established in pursuance of resolution 253 (1968) 

concerning the question of Southern Rhodesia, regarding the reference in Security 

Council resolution 253 (1968) and in the subsequent press. release dated 

4 April 1973 that had been sent to the non-governmental organizations describing 

anticipated assistance from those organizations. 

I . .. 
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(l\1rs. G~rge, Trinidad and 'l'obago) 

Following that infor~al meeting, it haa been considered that the Chairman of 

the Con~ittee on Non-Governmental Organi~ations should~ whenever possible, 

initiate informal contacts with the non-governmental organizations specifically 

engaged in activities related to the implementation of the resolution, in order to 

develop an awareness of the ro~e which they could play in the implementati~n of 

the ~esolution. Nevertheless, it should be pointed out that, although she had 

accepted the results of the ir.formal arrange!!lent, she would not "be able to 

initiate the activities unless'more realistic arrangements were made to enable her 

to establish those physical contacts. 

With regard to the maintenance and strengthening of the dialogue between the 

United 1~ations and the non-gov::;rnmental organizations, it must be admitted that, 

if the dialogue -vras to be successful) it had to be a continuous one. For that 

reason, the Committee, which had welcomed the statements made by several 

representatives of non-governmental organizations at its most recent meetings, 

hoped that that form of dialogue would be further developed a.t the informal 

meeting to be held in Geneva before the summer session of the Economic and Social 

Council. 

The Committee had decided to recommend ~pfroval of a request made by the 

French representative for the granting of a hearing to the International 

Association of French-Speru~ing Parliamentarians at the Economic and Social 

Council's fifty-seventh session, to be held in Geneva. It was to be hoped that the 

Social Committee would endorse that recommendation. 

Other matters considered by the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations 

had included the cycle of the Committee's meetings and an increase in its 

membership in the light of the increase in the membership of the Economic and 

Social Council. 

Mr. GtJENTAA~ (Netherlands), speaking as Rapporteur and Vice-Chairman of 

the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations', said that his delegation attached 

great importance to its membership of the Committee on Non-Governmental 

Organizations, because it considered that the Committee's work was closely related 

to the development of the Economic and Social Council itself. The process of 

revitalization of the Council should necessarily be reflec~ed in the revitalization 

of its subsidiary organs and therefore of the Committee on Non-Governmental 

Organizations. 

In recent years, the Committee on JTon-Governmental Organizations had dealt 

/ ... 



p:.·incJ.peJ.ly ·vith f1.PI-.":..ic~ctiOi1B for c:onsult<:_ti'Te status. 1i' • • ,conomJ.c and. So.;;ial Council 

resoludon 1296 (Xo~,IV) bn.d. Dro'tidea. the basie frame of reference of the Co:,n:ni ttee 
' 

i.:::t t:'1e p·~st :.:.ight years, but tb::: impletilentg,tion of that ·.cesolution - and the 

resolution it::: -..;l:f ·- mL):.t well need a t~1o::ough ::-evi e·\r; the final report of the 

Secr,-:.t~'.::..'y-G-enerd aho ·.l:l provi. 'ce an opportunity for such a reviev. 

Orzanizo..tions srlOctld a(~.a.r.:ss itse.lf to a whole range of basic cnestions ':!On·:::erning 

t:le relationstip ·oet'i·:•:;.:p t.i:"e non-governmentG.l .::>ru1nizations and the Economic and 

Social council. It i-rould l:·s necessary to consider whether the present system of 

clasaificc.tion of non-r;overnl'1ental organizations, or a1-...y other system, 1vas 

conJ.uci ve to t!lE: ;.:~t:.r~n;thening of: those relations; whether the system should be 

1:orr-~ restricti'.re and &::i:r.:lit m:.ly truly international non-gover!lll,ental organizations; 

what were the practical rossibilities for reviewing consu:::.tat.i-ve status once it 

had been granted; whether consu:L tati ve status sho~:l•i. lie ,r.;rantccl only for s. limited 

period; what, if any, nad iJeen t~~~ effect of -che granting of consultative ste.tus 

to non-gov;:;:rru .• ente.l ors-an~ zations anC., lastly, whether the granting of 

c0nsultative status in different catec;ories 1-1as a vrorth-,;hi1e exerci~,. 

Those queztions shoulc ;1ot only be raised in the governn:en"'::.al bodies of the 

Econo:TLc ~nd Social Cot~ncil~ but should also be discussed openly with ·~he 

non-~cvernmental or,;anizations themselves·; in order to de'~ermine ho1-r they vie-vred 
' 

th0ir ::elations~lip <rith the ;;conomi~ and Social Council and now they tLoaght that 

the G.ia.logue lHstv.reen tl1-:::m and the intergovernmental bouics coul·:~ be id.ensified. 

The Secretariat could 11lay a wJef,ll :cole in the int,c:-.sii'ication of the 

dialogue bet;ween Governments and non-gove:cnJnental organizations, but it should be 

equipped. to do so. 

At the r.1ost recc'nt session of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations, 

several r-=::::n-esentati -res of those ore-ani zations had dis~)1ayed a defi ai te a1fJa:rei1eos 

of the need for a re·riev :):f tl1ose questions. His delegation hoped that concrete 

su~:gestio.:.1s ~,rould be forthcoming • . 
Another matter 1rhich required careful attention wa::: the scope of the 

activities o:f non-g:.wer~1mental organiza.t::ons and, in particular, activi-cies which 

were not wihtin the:: competence of the Econol'lic and Soc:ia.l Council, such as 

disarma:.nent and l~ecolonization. 

; ... 
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SUlJ_port its ::!<'",_in conclu.s~_ons. Eis deleg::!;tion heel tal:e: note of the Cor;:ni ttee' s 

:r-ecom:ne:nd.a tion on bi ennia.l :·:r.;etL::;s , b(;·ginnin:_- i!c 197 5, i -::1 ac c0rd.t'-nc t~ -vri th 

::-·"~o:1_-,,t·.1:C)l~ ..1..''7,68 (Ll.-·',,T). ,.. -, 1 t- · ·L· d th _,_ 't ~ ro- -la+e ·to ~ ..;;;.. _ "_ _ ~ . D.l3 e:.c __ ~ga J.Ot, oe. lf;Ve a c. 1 1·ldS more a.pp :Dr ... " 

p;stpont': actio~: on that. :t·ecr-'lll!ctendation '.mtil a:\;er ·tiw forclJcomiD'" sE:csio., of thr~ 

Corilmittee on Non--GoYernmente1 Or,sanh.ations. 

Finally, tds dr~legation had :' ... :.}ted 1-r:: th pa.rticular- iEterest the acti. Y:>tier:o 

o.esilili()u to improve tht.: relations ·D2t:vre~:..:n UNDP ami the -.. ~)n-.·:Sovc-.:'nment;.'J.l 

crg!'~!~.i.ze:~:. ··ns; in the O?e:t:·atione.l fi<.!la., many activi t}.es cf those o:cc;anizatiom: 

had. contributed to the sucr:ecs of iaportant United Nations undcr·cakinc;s and that 

1-ras an L ... portant :pa1·t of ci1t:: dialog'le betv1ecn non-goverrune1rtal orgar:izati·.Jns and 

the :Jni ted ~~aticns. 

~-\lANG (China) said tha.t •:' . .:;spite resolution 2753 (XXVI), in vrhich thEO 

General Assewbl;r had deci<lecl to restore tb.e legi ti•tl?cte right::: of che Pecple 1 s 

E<-:_publ5.c of China in the United Nations, elen>;..;nts of tl-::.e ChianG Kai-shek clique, 

with t::e support of rea.c-c;ionary forces, conti·11ued illegally to use the nrur.e of 

China -t;o carry out their activities in some non-goverm1'·::ntal organizat:.i.ons ivhich 

were, or vrould in consultative s t.atus 1,vit,h the j';conomic and Social Council. 

'l'here were, for example, the Internatiom~.l Cc;,mcil of Societies of Industrial 

Design, whose reclassification had. been recommended to the j~conondc a:nd Social 

Council by t:t1e Com.c-'.itt':!e on IJon·-Goverr.t:,.ent-21 Organizations at its me~tings in 

February) and the Baptist Wor~.J Alliance and the 1Jorld Allia~ ce of H2f0r1D.ed 

Chu.rches, which had appl:ied for const:.ltative st.atus. Ris delegation was 

cn.tegorical:..y opposed to the es-::;abJ.isb~'Ylent of any relationshil) betvreen the Economic 

and Socis.l Council and the non-covernmental orzanizations vthich had failed to 

implement General _;:\.ssembly res01·ltion 275(~ (.XXVI). 

:Zi:is delegation 1·lould not partL.:ipate in the vote on the categcrization of 

non-governmental organizations 'because it 1-1as ,1ot sufficiently acquainted -w'i th some 

of the internatioHal orge:miza.tions in const<.}:tl'd:,ive status witl1 the :Cconorr1ic and 

Social Council. 

!:_~~-m~IRNO·y_ (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) "WC'nci.<.'red whether the 

CoL1.IDittee 1 s recor:J:;.endation<! to place one organization in category I~ 

ll organizations in cateLory II an<l 1{3 orgm1i 7.ationr3 or. the Roster ~-rere ir.~. harvtony 

>vith the s<:.rict reqllino ·tent;;; stip1·,~Lated -,,'J' the };com·~ic And Socictl Council in its 

/ ... 
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(~~. Smirnov, USSR) 

resolution 1296 (XLIV) and in particular paragraph 4, ·.rhich referred to the 

representative and international character of the organizations applying. In 

accordance with th-e provisions of that resolution, the Soviet Union supportecl the 

Co;:nni ttee 1 s recommendations in the case of severed non-governmental organizations, 

including some from socialist countries and developing countries, because it 

considered that they would -;riden the geographical representation of the 

non-governmento..l organiza.tions in consultative status. However, at the 
same time, it could not i"'':1ore the fact th"'.t manv of the non-governmental 

organizations in consultative status, or -.;;rhich the Committee had recommended 

for that status, l·rere hardly representative and that their orientation was 

one-sided: in particular, that applied to the non-~overnmental orP,anizations 

from T·Testern countries. 

His delegation was opposed to the reconnnendations concerning the International 

Council of Voluntary Agencies and the Lutheran World Federation, and had serious 

doubts about those concerning the Church World Service Inc. and some other 

non-governmental organizations. It believed that the Social Committee should 

refrain frorr. taking a decision on those non-governmental organizations so that the 

Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations could re-examine the matter. 

With respect to the interim report of the Secretariat, which attached great 

importance ta the improvement of relations between non-governmental organizations 

and the Economic and Social Council in order to increase the effectiveness of 

those organizations' contribution, as indicated in Economic and Social Council 

resolutions n::;n (LIV) and 1740 (LIV), his delegation -vrished to emphasize that, 

in order to improve those relations, it was necessary to act in full cmuplia.uce 

with the Charter of the United Nations and the resolutions of the Economic and 

Social Council, and that the measures adopted to that end should not have 

financial implications for the Organization. The interim report was very brief 

but some of the statements in it gave rise to serious objections. The 

recommendatiuns to eliminate the distinctions among categories were without basis 

and could lead to the adoption of' illegal measures, in that they would involve a 

violation of the provisions of resolution 1296 (XLIV). He also had grave doubts 

concerning the suggestion b:~r the Secretariat that it be permitted to recommend the 

category to be assigned to the various non-governmental organizations. The 

Secretariat should limit itself to submitting reference documents and leave the 

/ ... 
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{Mr. Smirnov, USSR) 

categorization to the Economic anci Social Council. Furthermore, it did not appear 

that the Secretariat's desire to facilitate contacts with non-governmental 

organizations was justified. Tl:e Secretariat must always ad on the basis of 

decisions adopted by the competent bodies. 

Finally, special attention should be given to the possible contribution of 

non-gover~~ental organizations to th8 implementation of various declarations 

adopted by the United Nations~ such as the Declaration on the Granting of 

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the Decade for Action to Combat 

Racism and Racial Discrimination. 

Mr. HUCKE {German Democratic Republic) said that his delegation had 

studied the report of the Committee on Non-Governmental Crr:anizations (E/5452) 

and, in principle, regarded it as acceptable subject to the reservations which it 

had expressed, at the Committee's spring sessions vith respect to the 

classification and reclassification of some of the non-governmental organizations 

mentioned in the report. 

The German Democratic Republic had deep respect for the work of the 

non-governmental organizations, and especially for their efforts l~ading to the 

implementation of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations. 
' 

Furthermore, it was convinced that co-operation between the Economic and Social 

Council and non-governmental organizations was necessary for the progress of the 

United Nations by enabling more people to participate in the Organiz~tion's 

activities. Nevertheless, it could not ignore the growing number of 

non-governmental organizations requesting consultative status; while that was a 

positive step for the reason previously mentioned, at the same time it might 

over-burden the Secretariat and the Council with work to co-ordinate the activities 

of those non-governmental organizations. 

Taking into account the provisions of Economic end Social Council resolution 

1296 (XLIV), his delegation believed that there could be only one approach to the 

problem and that it should be based on the following principles. Firstly, the 

number of non-governmental organizations in consultative status should be limited; 

to that end, c~.reful selection should be made of organizations which could 

contribute effectively to the work of the Uniteu Nations and which reflected, in 

their composition, the widest possible ranee of views and interests. Secondly, 

/ ... 
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(Mr~ Hu~k~. German Democratic Rep~~lic) 

non-governmental organizations should be encouraged to co-ordinate their activities 

among themselves. Thirdly, the criteria for the incl11sion of non-governmental 

organizations in different categories should be strictly observed and, in that 

connexiob, special attention should be given to geographical representation and 

the significance of the contribution which those organizations could make. 

Finally, United Nations bodies, including the Secretariat, should limit their 

activities cc>IH·Prnine; co--vi>crat,ion with non-governmental organizations exclusively 

to th0n~ cases in which such co-operation was recommended in decisions of the 

li'r---uumic.: and Social Council and other bodies. If the Council adhered to those 

principles in granting consultative status to non-governmental organizations, it 

would avoid over-burdening the Secretariat and would ensure more concrete and 

useful contributions from the non-governmental organizations. 

In conclusion, with respect to the cycle of meetings of the Committee on 

Non-Governmental Organizations, the German Democratic Republic agreed with the idea 

of biennial meetings put forward in paragraph 19 of document E/5452, since it 

believed that such an arrangement would improve the organization of the Committee's 

work and make it more effective. 

Mr. WIGGINS (United States of America) said that he had listened with 

interest, but with some consternation, to the statement by the representative of 

the Soviet Union, who appeared to be saying that only non-governmental organizations 

from the socialist countries should be granted consultative status with the United 

Nations, while non-governmental organizations from the Western world should be 

denied it. He believed that politics should not be introduced into the debates held 

on that aspect of the activities of the United Nations and that the only logical 

criterion was to grant consultative status to any non-governmental organization, 

regardless of its origin, whose participation would be useful to the United Nations. 

He believed that the Soviet Union's position on religion was not a sufficient 

ground for bar ~; the admission of organizations such as the Church vlorld 

Service Inc. rie further b~lieved that the International Council of Voluntary 

Agencies met the criteria for reclassification to category I, as recommended by the 

Committee. Both organizations could provide information and advice on matters 

within their competence that would be of assistance to the United Nations. 

I ... 
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In conclusion, he hoped that the Committee would recognize all the 

non-governmental organizations whose admission or reclassification was recommended 

in the report of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations, and trusted that 

in future debates no questions of a political nature would be raised. 

Mr. BROAD (United Kingdom) admitted that Economic and Social Council 

resolution 1296 (XLIV) contained various criteria which might be difficult to 

interpret and harmonize. However, the accusations made regarding the motives of 

the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations in recommending the admission 

or reclassification of certain non-governmental organizations were unwarranted. 

It would therefore be preferable for the Social Committee to abide by the votes 

taken in the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations. 

Mr. WILSON (Liberia) said that it was not appropriate to reopen the 

discussions which had taken place in the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations 

regarding the admission of some organizations. It was regrettable that efforts 

were being made to impose a political philosophy with no regard for the importance 

of the contribution that a particular non-governmental organization could make. 

For example, some years ago, the current President of Liberia had presided over 

the Baptist World Alliance, and Liberians were well aware of the achievements in 

the education and health fields of that and other non-governmental organizations 

working on the African continent. 

In his view, the reason why so many Western non-governmental organizations had 

been recommended for admission was simply that they were the only organizations 

interested in requesting consultative status. 

Lastly, his delegation supported the recommendations contained in the report 

of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations and hoped that they would 

receive the support of the Social Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee should consider the 

recommendations in chapter II, sections A and B, of document E/5452. To judge from 

the opinions expressed in the debates, alternative procedures could be followed. 

One would be to go through the list of non-governmental organizations one by one 

and ascertain the Committee's views. The other would be to consider as a 

I . .. 
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whole first the requests for reclassification and then the new applications for 

consultative status, on the underst:.:mdin.g that the Committee 1 s report would reflect 

the statements of those delegations which expressed reservations regarding 

particular non-governmental organizations. For his part, he would recommend the 

second alternative, since it would facilitate the CorTinittee 1 s work. 

Hr. Sl'URNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Repu"blics) said that he was not 

opposed to the second alternative, provided that the summary record of the meeting 

rt:.fJ.~::cl.ed his delegation 1 s objections concerning the International Council o.f 

Voluntary Agencies and the Lutheran ~Jorld Federation. 

Concerning his previous statement, he wished to clarify that his delegation 

supported the admission of broadly representative non-govermnental organizations 

~-lith an international membership - in other vrords, organizations that did not belong 

exclusively to the 1-!estern 1.rorld but also included people from the socialist 

countries and froiil the developing countries. 

The CHAIRMAN asl<.ed the members of the Committee whether they agreed vrith 

the recommendations for reclassification in chapter II, section A, of the report of 

the Committee on Non-Governmental Ore;anizations. 

Mr. ESSY (Ivory Coast) asked what criterion the Committee on 

Non-Governmental Organizations had followed in making the recommendations. 

The CHAIH~AN said that the crjterion followed with regard to requests for 

reclassification wa.s embodied in Economic and Social Council resolution 1296 (XLIV). 

Mr. ESSY (Ivory Coast) felt that the report should have included an 

explc:.nation of the criteria upon wJ-,ich the recommendations were based, because it 

was particularly difficult for new n~mbers of the Economic and Social Council to 

take a decision without knowledge of those criteria. 

The CHAiill1AN said that~ if he heard no objections~ he would take it that 

the Corrmittee decided to recommend the reclassifications proposed in chapter II, 

section A, of the report of the Comrnit.tee on Non-novernmental Organizations. 

It was so decided. ----
The CHAIRHAN said that, if he heard no objections, he would take it that 

I . .. 
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the Committee decided t~ recommend six organi~ations for category II and a further 

18 for the Roster, as indicated in chapter II, section B, of the report. 

It was so decided. 

The C!:AIRMAN, referrin~ to the cycle of the Com..."Tlittee' s meetings, 

mentioned in paragraphs 19 and 20 of the report of the Committee on Non-Governmental 

Organizations, drew attention to the•fact that the Co:1121r.ittee bad recommended that it 

meet in 1975 to consider the Secretary-Generalvs report requested in Council 

" resolution 1739 (LIV) and tht:·reafter meet biennially. As stated in the Secretariat 

document entitled r
1Summary of issues requiring action by the Economic and Social 

Council under the agen(1a items to be considered by the 8ociaJ. Collh"Tlittee 1
' 

(E/AC.7/L.652), the Secretariat had taken note of the Committee's recommendation in 

preparing the draft calendar of conferences and meetings for 1975. The Council 

might vlish to take a decision on the matter at its fifty-seventh session, in the 

context of the item on the calendar of conferences and meetings. 

Mr. BADA1fl (Egypt) said that his delegation agreed that the Committee on 

Non-Governmental Organizations should meet biennially. However, in paragraph 19 of 

the report of that Committee, reference was made to the probl~"Tls that biennial 

meetings might pose, and in paragraph 20 it was recommended that the Secretary­

General consult with non-governmental organizations. He wondered whether the object 

of thos~ consultations would be to solve the problems referred to in paragraph 19 or 

to re~uest the opinion of the non-governmental organizations on the question. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT (Department of Economic and Social Affairs) said that the 

Secretary-General would consult tl1e non-governmental organizations regarding the 

cycle of the Committeefs meetings, since it had been considered essential that he 

.. should do so. 

IJr. H_IGGINS (United States of .America) said that the non-governmental 

organizations should have an opportunity to express their views more than once 

every two years, and an informal meeting could provide such an opportunit;r. He 

wolud like to know the Secretariat's opinion regarding informal meetings. 

t~r. GAJENTMN (Netherlands) said that his delegation was 11repared to 

endorse the Committee's recommendation. It understood paragraph 20 of the report 

I . .. 
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~Irs. ~~~OHGE; (Tr-:inj,."!pr] :;:c-d TobcJgo) 1J!Oposecl that the COi.".i'cdttee take note 

of' parap·. ';'hS 19 clnd 20 r;'' LI'·! T'(::>or~· ' ,')n tne und.erstmtding that th':.· s~cretar'."·-

Generccl •n; t~1:1 :v~cert.a5n tne v:i e-v.-s ot ;,he non-(;(WOO"Il'l'l.t~ntal organizations on tl1e 

mr-1.tter. 

t:·mt~ if he h<:~g.rit no ob,icction, he lvould take it that 

tr1e Coru.:1:i.ttt:'!e d2c:LdeJ. to t:L;.;e note of th"'· recorirL nda· .. i.on c:l the Comrdttee on 

It ·1-ras f':o 0.ecir~_e-:: .• --- -------~-~----

T.t~E;__ __ C~~lJ..::1Ul.i!~ r;ai .J. tha.t. ~ if hr-: heard no o'>.jeci'-Lm, ~-:e ,.rould take :i"~ t~cA.t 

tbe Commi ::.tee u.ec·~df':d to e:.do::.'se tf:le recol"l!•ew1e.tion in tc:.~.r~<sr:'J.~)h 21 of the '~".~p0rt. 

I-L uas ·so c:.:~ciJed. -- ---------,~-------

sni·~ tJ;at ~'l-Je Committee, in $.ldition to tal-:ing note of 

the :report ~yf' the Cornmii~i~ee on 'ion-r~-oYernmental Organi7.atiorlf, should :.1lso take note 

of the views expre:=-:sed b.·~ deleg~tt:i.orls. 

:r'l'J~l_iAI.:.I=LAN_ s11-id tin:Jt, if' he heart" no o":,iAction, ~e HOllld take it that 

th~.: Cowni tt.'- : clec~ ·led t,o t6.l:(~ note of th(~ re:vor-t c:f the Co;m'li +.o· ~ .:-·:1 

"'On ~~0-1l•"'~ill"'eDta, ('II'"'~n.:-at-:0"'8 fp/:::·!,52) "'"' uell !\1 ..... ; O:,.L~ • .~.-. ..L ' C,<- ~ . ...:. ·- ..... \. ..,;f ,..~-r - 9 ,_, ... :• \i'l - >ts o:L tbe opirdons eXT.Jressed on 

the rE:'}lOrt <luring its d:i.t'CUGsion. The Cop-.-mittee had thur~ C'Oncluded :i.t3 consineration 

of aw~ndv. item :::.5. 
It ,.ras so deciu~'.'l.. 

REPOHT OF 1'Ht COi·,r,-:ISS~!n['T OiJ T'-TE srr/\'.:.'US OF 1JCY!'4E:Y (E/')4)1; "',/AC.7/'G.652, nnras. 22-24, 
E/V~. 7 /L. t53) 

cLapter T c>f:' ti,e re~ort of tl-,_0' Cor:uJis:~:i 0n '"J"l -; t"' t·"enty-fi fth session (F/5451) and 

draft ~r:!so1<1tion III recomnencl.-~d ~·:-,r th·'~ Cn;-,-,,i_sr;·ion. 

/ ... 
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N~s. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs) introduced the report of the Com:nission on the Status of 

Women on its twenty-fifth session (E/5451). 

At that session, the Commission had had to consider a number of substantive 

issues, J.1amely; a programme for the observance of International Women's Year, 1975; 

a new instrument or instruments of international law to eliminate discrimination 

against women, the implementation of international ir.struments already in 

existence and the question of communications concerning the status of women; the 

interrelationship of the status of women ana family planning, the programme of 

concerted international action to promote the advancement of women and their 

integration in development~ the protection of women and children in emergency and 

armed conflict in the struggle for peace, self-determination, national liberation 

and independence> the exploitation of labour through illicit and clandestine 

trafficking; women and the mass communication media; and the establishment of 

priorities for the future work of the Commission. As a result of its deliberations, 

the Commission had submitted 14 draft resolutions for adoption by the Council. 

The three ~uestions of major importance to the Commission had been, firstly, 

the elaboration of a practical programme of activities for International Women's 

Year, secondly, the role of women in development, including the Commission's role 

in the review and appraisal of the implementation of the International Development 

Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade; and, thirdly, the 

interrelationship between the status of women and family planning. 

Chapter I of the report contained a draft resolution setting forth a 

comprehensive pr_ogramme of activities in connexion with International Women's 

Year to be carried out at the national, regional and international levels and also 

topics for research . 

In draft resolution.II, the Commission called upon the Secretary-General to 

accept voluntary contributions from Member States, organizations, foundations and 

individuals to enable the programme for International Women's Year to be carried 

out effectively. 

Draft resolution III requested that an international conference should be 

organized during the Year, and the Governments of Colombia and Kenya had offered 

to act as hosts. In annex IV of the Commission's report relating to the 

I . .. 
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administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution, the month of 

February was suggested as the date for the Conference if it were to be held at 

United Nations Headquarters. Another feasible date was JQ~e. The Secretariat was 

continuinc to investigate the possibilities of undertaking the substantive 

preparation of the Conference from within the resources available, including funds 

that might be available from UlWPA. It hoped to ~e able to make a more detailed 

statement on the subject before the Social Committee acted on the draft resolution. 

Vlith regard to the second_ major issue dealt with by the Commission, she said 

that the Commission had considered that the International Develonment Strate~J had 

not given sufficient attention to the role of women in development and consequently 

it had felt the need to ensure that that aspect was not overlooked in the review 

and appraisal exercise to be carried out at the midpoint of the Decade, 1975. 

In draft resolution VII, the Committee for Develo~ment Planning and the 

Committee on Review and Appraisal were requested to rr.al~e recommendations to the 

General Assembly for improving the Strategy by strengthening its provisions 

concerning the integration of women at all levels and stages of development. In 

the same resolution, the Co!!lmission requested that all orr;anizations within the 

United Nations system should evaluate the impact of their programmes of work on the 

status of women and their integration in development. 

In draft resolution VI, the Commission welcomed the study made by the Special 

Rapporteur on the interrelationship of the status of women and family planning and 

urged that it be circulated as a backeround document for the ~.Jorld Population 

Conference, which was to be held in August 1974 at Bucharest. 

In the same resolution, Governments were urged to support the programmes of 

World Population Year and of International Women's Year in order to create a better 

under~tanding of the causes, nature, scope and consequences of population growth 

and its relationship to the promotion of the status of ~.;ramen• and the quality of 

life. In addition, the Commission affirmed that the right to deterr:dne freely and 

responsibly the number and spacing of their children was a fundamental human right. 

The importance of the role of women in population and development had also been 

emphasized in the International Forum on the Role of Homen in Population and 

Dev~lopment, held at United I'Tations Headquarters and at Airlie, Virginia, from 

25 February to 1 March 1974. 

/ ... 
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The link between population factors and the status of women and their 

integration in development would be further eluci<'lated at two intergovernmental 

consulations to be helo. iYl the ECAFE and ECA regions in hlay and June 1974, 

respectively. Two other meetin~s were planned for 1975 in the BCLA and ECWA 

regions. 

In draft resolution IV relating; to the implementetion of the Declaration on 

the Elimination of Discrimination against Homen, the Commission had taken a 

significant step forward in encouraging data collection on women by inviting 

Governments to appoint national correspondents. The Commission had also noted 

that there had been pro~ress in the field of women's political rights, although the 

trend for '.vomen to be appointed at high-level decision-mak.in~ posts was still Yery 

slow. 

Draft resolution IX concerned the employment of women by the secretariats of 

ore-anizations in the United Nations system. It urged the Secretary-General and 

the executive heads of those organizations to take all necessary measures to 

ensure that an equitable balance between women and men staff members was achieved 

before the end of the Second Development Decade at all levels in the system -

international, regional and national. It also requested the heads of all United 

Nations acencies to establish an advisory committee vli thin their respective 

secretariats to assist in formulatin~ measures to accelerate attainment of the 

objectives of the resolution. 

Resolution XIII recommended tPe adoption by the General Assembly of a 

declaration on the protection of women and children in emergency and armed conflict 

in the struggle for peace, self-determination, national liberation and independence. 

Other draft resolutions concerned the influence of mass communication media 

on the formation of new attitudes towards the roles of women in present-day society, 

the legal capacity of married women, including t~:e capacity to engage in 
• 

independent T?Ork, the stat us of rural women~ the activities of the ILO and U:IITESCO 

concerning women, and technical co-operation activities for women. 

In its internal resolution 1 (XXV), the Commission had decided to request 

Governments to transmit their comments on the draft convention to eliminate 

discrimination agf'l.inst women prepared by the Working Group set up for the purpose. 

/ ... 
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It had also decided, in principle, to prepare a single instrument on.the topic. 

It ha.d. decided to delete the subitem on communications concerning the status of 

women from its agenda. 

tvirs. HUTAR (United Staten of America) said that her delee;ation agreed 

that the discussion of the report should be confined to chapter I and reserved the 

right to revert to the subject at a later stage. 

She would confine her comments to draft resolution III 9 which requested the 

Secretary-General to organize in 1975 an international conference durinc; 

International Women's Year. Her delegation wished to propose a minor amenmnent 

consisting of the addition, in the fifth line of p3.ragraph 1 of the words "and the 

States Members of the United Nations 11 after the words 11 the organizations of the 

United Nations system11
• 

The International Conference referred to could make a valuable contribution 

to the proceedings of the special session of the General Assembly that would 

follow it: it should also exert an influence on the im~lementation of the Second 

Development Strategy and have a constructive impact on the conceptual framework 

of the Third United ~rations Develo:nment Decade. 

The idea of an international conference was being broached a.t a. time in human 

history ·when men and women were re-examining their roles and endeavouring to work 

together on equal terms for social development and progress in order to secure a 

better quality of life for all. At the same time, there was growing awareness of 

the relationship between the legal and social status of women and the major 

socio-economic questions of the day, such as population, illiteracy~ poverty anQ 

peace. 

Adoption of the draft resolution would be the best proof of the Council's 

determination to fulfil its obligations under the Charter, the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights and the Declaration on the Elimination o~ Discrimination 

against ~¥omen and would constitute a further step fo!'"{-rard in the quest for equality 

for all and the recognition that women were entitled to occupy their rightful place 

in planning social progress, economic development and peace throughout the world. 

I ... 
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Ivlr. BADAWI (Egypt) asked whether the non-governmental organizatj_ons 

referred to in the amendment submitted by the United States (E/AC.7/L.653) were 

those in consultative status with the Council or whether any non-governmental 

or~anization was meant. 

He asked whether the list of topics to be dealt with at the proposed 

conference was restricted or not. If it was not, the Secretariat might suggest 

other topics for inclusion in the resolution. 

Hrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs) said she understood that the list in the draft resolution 

was not restricted and that there was nothing to prevent the addition of other 

topics. In her opinion, the intergovernmental consultations on the integration of 

vromen in the development effort might contribute a number of ideas vhich could be 

incorporated in the agenda of the conference. 

The meeting rose at 5.50 p.m. 
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725th meeting Wednesday, 24 April 1974~ 
at 10.50 a.m. 

Chairman: Mr. SMID (Czechoslovakia) 

REPOR':!:' OF THE COM!viiSSION ON Till:! STA'1'US OF 'ilOM:cJN (E/5451; E/AC. 7 /L. 652, 
paras. 22--24, E/AC.7/L.653) (continued) 

Hrs. de ZEA (Colombia) said that her Government supported the 

Commission 1 s request, in its draft resolution III, for an internat.2.onal conference 

during the International Women's Year to examine to what extent the Comwission's 

recommendations for the elimination of discrimination against women had t:Jeen 

implemented, wi tl1 special attention to the intecration of von'en in rural areas in 

t.he total development effort. Such a conference would be one of the most 

important events of the Year, and "ivould n,ake it possi1)le both to identify the 

relative handicaps from i-ihich women suffered in some parts of the world and to 

assess the progress achieved. Hmrever, the conference should not focus entirely 

on the results of efforts made within the United l'!ations system, but should also 

make an objective study of the steps taken in each Hember Sta~e to achieve full 

equality of women. Colombia had co-spo!l.sored the amendment in document E/AC. 7 j-;.,.653 

because of its conviction that the Hem'bers of tl~e United Nations had a duty to 

ensure the full equalit~r of 1·romen. Her country~ for its part, had complied :·rith 

the various United Nations recommendations, and the legal, social, political and 

cultural equalit;v of 1mmen in Colombia had l0ng been recoP,;nized. A major effort 

had been made to integrate women into the process of national developwent, as was 

shmm by the large number of women members of the legislative and executive 'bodies, 

and the ac~demic world. The importance which Colo~bia attached to the subject was 

further demonstrated by the fact that it had offered to host the conference to be 

held during the International Women 1 s Year; it very much hoped that the offer ivould 

be accepted. 

~irs. SHUEH Yen-wa (China) said that in many countries women had waged 

persistent struggles and made posi-cive contributions to the achievement of national 

independence and liberation ~nd the promotion of human progress. However, quite a 

few countries and peoples ~Jere still under the yoke of imperialism, colonialism 

/ ... 
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and neo-coloniP~ism, racial discrimination and apartheid. Although mru1y other 

countries had obtained political independence, thei:t' economic lifelines were still 

controlled 1:-'Y imperialis1r1 anJ. colonialism, particularly by th~ super-'Powers. 

Women of various cou..."ltries still faced an arduous fight to achieve complete 

liberation. 

In the second half of the nineteenth century~ as a result of imperialist 

aggression, China ha& been reduced to a semi-feudal, semi-colonial country. Unuer 

such conditions, women ;<ad been subjected not only to the oppression and 

exploitation of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucratic capitalism, but also to 

the domination of political authority, clan authorit'.r, religious and masculine 

authority. They had beco:r.1e aware that the cause of women's li be rat ion must be 

closely linked with the cause of national independence and liberation. Led by 

Chairman Hao Tse-tung and the Conununist Party of China, they had actjvely 

partici~ated in the revolutionary st~~ggle and, together with the entire Chinese 

people, had finally overthrown the oppressors and ended reactionary rule. 

Since the liberation of the country, the social status of Chinese women had 

changed fundamentally. They were playing an increasing role in socialist 

revolution and construction. They not only had the same political rights and 

duties as men, but had become an important force in political campaigns. The 

Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, in particular, had brought about further 

profound changes in the mental outlook of Chinese women, who were currently taking 

an active part in the campaign of criticism against Lin Piao and Confucius. They 

were severely criticizing the reactionary ethical ideas left over from the long 

period of feudal society, anli were attacking revisionist ideas of various 

descriptions, thus contributing to the consolidation of the achievements of the 

Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and the prevention of capitalist restoration. 

Large numbers of women had come to the fore in industry and agriculture, finance 

and economy, culture and education, science and health, and had made outstanding 

contributions to their country. The Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese 

Government attached great importance to the training of i·romen and the select:c-n or~ 

ivomen cadres, particularly advanced cadres from among the workers and peasar.ts fo!' 

leading posts at various levels, so that they could take a direct pEL-t in th~ 

management of State affairs and of their own homes. 
/ ... 



E/AC.7/SR.725 -24-

(Mrs. Shueh Yen-wa, Chine.) 

The activities of the International 1,Tomen' s Year should fully reflect the just 

demands of the women of various countries, as well as the social reality and actua.l 

st~ggle confronting them. Imperialism and colonialism were posing a serious 

threat to the independence and security of all countries and were tbe main obstacle 

to the liberation of women in all countries. The theme of the Year should be the 

promotion of unity among women throughout t!1e world in the struggle against 

imperialism, r.olonialism~ neo-colonialism and hegen.onism, and the struggle to win 

and safeguard national independence, national economic rights and interests, 

democracy and women's rights. With reference to the aim of ensuring that women 

as well as men participated fully and as equal partners in policy formulation and 

decision-making, included in the programme for the Year, her delegation considered 

that the concept of "decision--making" had broad implications and that any 

enumeration of them woulc1 inevitably involve many omissions. In particular, there 

was no need to specify 11 disarmament 1
' in the policy formulation and decision-making 

in which Fomen were to participate. On the question of disarmament, the· position 

of the Chinese delegation '\Tas well known. It was fi.rmly opposed to imperialism 

and begemonism, which resorted to lies about "detente11 and "disarmament" to cover 

up their aggression, arms expansion and war preparations. The super-Powers were 

constantly talking about 11disannament 11
, although their nuclear arms race had 

reached a fanatic pace and their ~ilita~r expenditures had kept rising. Such 

deception, however, had long ceased to be effective. 

l·irs • GEORGE (Trinidad and Tobago) said that the resolutions and decisions 

requiring action at international, regional and national levels set forth in the 

Commission's report were indicative of the vital need for exhaustive redefining of 

traditional attitudes involving women. 

Her Government had expressed its general support for the programme for the 

International Women's Year submitted in 1973 by the Secretary-General. The 

20 replies received from Governments, commenting on the programme, were indicative 

of the international significance of the Year; she hopeJ ~hat that interest would 

be transposed into concrete action in the conference proposed in draft 

resolution III. 

lier delegation supported the holding of a world governmental conference 

I .. . 
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during 1975~ because of the increasing recognition of the non-traditional 

political and economic contributions which ivomen made to the total development of 

society, because of the need to synthesize their new modes of performance, 

expression a.nd communication and to redefine relationships betvreen men and women, 

and because of women's responsibilities in society, with particular reference to 

issues such as population policies and human and natural resources. In the 

search for new resources to replace the raw materials without which the modern 

world could not exist, full use must be made of all human resources. Homen were 

currently set aside because of short-sighted and uneconomical discriminatory 

practices. Yet without their participation the battle of survival would be a 

social failure. The 1975 conference would represent an effort to commit all the 

human intellectual and physical attributes to the cause of development. It was 

therefore vital for existing economic and political models to be restructured to 

meet that and other objectives set forth, for instance, in paragraph 7 (a) of 

draft resolution VI, paragraph 5 of draft resolution VII, ~aragraph 4 of draft 

resolution XI and paragraph 4 of draft resolution XIV. 

The agenda of the conference should go beyond the concept of 11equality11 

towards a much larger concept of partnership. For that reason, and since 

operative paragraph 1 of draft resolution III did not focus enough on a particular 

theme or direction, her delegation would like the agenda to provide for extensive 

discussion on a subject such as the social impact of science, technology and art, 

as a major economic, political and social influence on the integration of women in 

development. The Committee might wish to consider the desirability of having a 

background working paper on the subject prepared jointly by U~~sco, UNITAR, UNCTAD 

and the ILO for presentation at the conference. Science had revolutionized the 

quality of life by releasing minds, particularly women's minds, from mundane 

domesticity. Art, which had formerly been an effective means of encouraging myths 

about women, was ceasing to portray them as non-cash contributors to the economic 

and material life of society. Techno1ogy had considerably reduced the energy 

required for traditional women's chores, so that women cou1d now participate in 

development programmes. It >ras illogical that, while most countries were spending 

a sizable percentage of their national budgets on training and education, they 

still denied women the opportunity of fulfilling their aspirations. 

/ ... 
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It was an indisputable fact that, if people became economically deprived, 

that deprivation inevitably extended to social and moral attitudes. It was 

obviously necessary for economic and political thinkers to address themselves, in 

the context of growth of technology, to those problems, which were a matter of 

concern to all humanity. 

Her delegation was grateful to the Government of Colombia for offering to 

host the 1975 conference 9 at which Member States could evolve rational guidelines 

for encouraging new investigatory channels, at the national and regional levels, 

in order to lay the basis for a realistic assessment of the situation. Her 

delegation would support the establishment of a preparatory committee or working 

panel to organize and assess the documentation for the conference. 

Her delegation was also in a position to support most of the other resolutions 

and decisions in the Commission's report. 

Mr. CHAVANAVIRAJ (Thailand) expressed his delegation's view that the 

Commission on the Status of Women had done very commendable work for the promotion 

of equality between men and women, and its general agreement with the draft 

resolutions in chapter I of document E/5451. His Government had always attached 

great importance to the advancement of women and their integration into the 

development effort of the country. Draft resolutions VI, VII a."ld VIII were 

especially constructive and timely, and deserved the general support of the Council. 

The decision of the Commission concerning the International Women's Year, contained 

in draft resolution I, was also of great importance; it would undoubtedly bring 

closer the goals of the equality and advancement of women, as well as world peace. 

His delegation also considered that an international conference should be held 

during the Year to review work done for the advancement of women, and to consider 

further programmes and concrete proposals and recommendations relating to the 

status of women, so as to give new impetus to the future efforts of the Commission 

and the international community. Although it was unfortunately too early to have 

a detailed agenda for the proposed conference, his delegation had no doubt that 

it would produce fruitful results if it closely followed the objectives of the 

International 1-Jomen's Yea.r. He also noted with satisfaction that the Commission 
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had decideG.~ in principle, to prepare a single comprehensive draft convention on 

the elimination of discrimination atainst vTOmen, and that the existing drafts would 

be sent to Governments for study and cow~ent so as to enable the Commission to 

give further consideration to the question at its twenty-sixth session. His 

delegation sincerely hoped that the final text of that important convention would 

soon be completed, thus fulfilling the objectives set out in the Declaration on 

the Blimination of Discrimination against Women, which had been unanimously adopted 

by the General Assembly in 1967. 

Hr. TIYDBECK (Sweden} said th{tt the struggle for equal rights and 

opportunities for women took different forms in different societies, but that, 

even in societies that had formally granted equal rights to women, direct 

discrimination had been replaced by more subtle forms of discrimination, for 

example in the field of labour relations. ',•Jhatever the laws of a country might 

prescribe, economic realities? social conditions and deep-rooted attitudes about 

the roles of men aaa women persisted. Therefore, a long-term programme for the 

political, economic and social liberation of women must be based on the conViction 

that all individuals must have not only the same opportunities as regards education 

;1nd ern-ploy:ment 9 but also the sar1e responsibilit.v- for earninr.; their li vi<1g 8 . .nd f0r 

home and chi'ldren. 'I·he rezt:.tired ci1ange in attitude would liberate '~-'oth men and 

vmmen, who would have a common role in a society based on solidarity and equality. 

In Sweden, although legal equality between women and men had been achieved, 

equality in everyday life had not, and women were over-represented in the low-income 

groups and low-status occupations. An Advisory Council on Equality Between Men 

and Women, attached to the Office of the Prime Hinister, had been appointed to 

guide governmental policy on the subject of equality between men and women. The 

Council engaged in a wide range of research and information activities 3 and was 

attempting to encourage enterprises to employ women in occupations and branches 

traditionally dominated by men. 

The position of women and men in society was conditioned, among other things, 

by financial resources and employment opportunities. The transition from a 

traditional economy based on subsistence agriculture to a market economy, often 

coupled with migration to urban areas, had profound effects on employment 
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opporttmi ties; while men, as heads of families, vere able to find new employment, 

>mmen found fewer opportunities in the new surroundings. Few women were currently 

employed in the modern industrial sector because, when unemployment was widespread, 

Nen were usually the first to be offered the jobs available. li-lorJ;:ing hours and 

working conditions might also make it almost impossible for women to have gainful 

occupations. 

Family planning and child care services ,.,ere prerequisites if a women was 

to be able to receive education and find employment, but family planning could 

never be a substitute for structural reforms aimed at improving the over-all social 

situation of women. \vomen' s lack of education and training seriously limited their 

chances of obtaining equal status with men, and women belonging to underprivileged 

groups were in a particularly vulnerable position. Education was therefore of 

vital importance, since there was a close correlation between the individual's 

educational standards and her or his possibilities of participating in and 

influencing the development of society. 

The influence of religious and cultural factors on the implementation of 

legislation must also be taken into account. In some countries, women did not have 

legal capacity in customary law even if they had it in the written law. Legal 

improvements must therefore be complemented by practical measures. 

It was currently recognized that economic progress must be coupled with 

increased social and economic equality; narrow concentration on economic growth 

left some groups of society in a more difficult position th~1 before. Among 

underprivileged groups, women often constituted the hard core. The over-riding 

goal must therefore be to mobilize material and human resources to combat 

unemployment and obtain social and economic equality. Measures to improve the 

status of women should not benefit economically or otherwise privileged members of 

the sex at the expense of poor women and men, but should be co-ordinated in all 

spheres of society. For any action, a firm base of knowledge was required. The 

United Nations could greatly assist by adopting a systematic approach to the 

question of the status of women. For example, the following points should be 

considered in all development projects and programmes, including the UNDP country 
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programmes: how the social and eccr .. omic situation of women would 'be affected by 

the proposed measures; whet!1er the proposed measures woLUd directly or indirectly 

weaken the position of women; what changes could be introduced into the progra.rame 

to safeguard the interests of wouen and strengthen their chances of obtaining 

equality with men. Furthermore, United Nations bodies could also, in co-operation 

with Governments, trade unions, political parties and national and international 

women's organi~ations, make country studies of the status of women. That would 

lead to a CO;:Istructive dialogue in the decision--making bodies, and to tangible 

and effective measures at the country level. 

His delegation, while having a certain sympathy for the proposal that the 

questjon of the status of women should l1e dealt with in the General Assembly as a 

separate item, realized that such a procedure did not give as much importance to . 
the question as a separate international conference. The preparations for the 

conference and the composition of the delegations must reflect the conviction that 

men too should take part in the work. 

With reference to paragraph 5 of draft resolution VI, his delegation wished to 

emphasize that not only the composition of the delegations at the, World Population 

Conference was of importance but also the extent to which women took part in the 

preparations and the follm:-up of that Conference. 

Concerning operative paragraph 13 of draft resolution VII, in 'Ahich the 

Secretary-General was requested to submit a report to the Commission on the Status 

of Women, hjs delegation wished to ask whether it would be possible to obtain 

the requisite information regarding the percentage of the total budget spent on 

programmes for women from the available budget material; in addition, since the 

specialized agencies had their own budgets, the figures might prove not to be 

comparable. 

His Government had already transmitted its comments regarding the protection 

of women and children in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace, 

self-determination, national liberation and independence. It felt that the specific 

protection provided for in draft resolution XIII should apply to all civilians and 

not only to women and children. Another objection was that the draft resolution 

dealt only with protection of women and children 'in emergency and armed conflict in 
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the struggle for peace, self-determination, natione.l liberati_on and independence, 

wl:lile such protection should a:9ply to armed conflicts in general. 

His delegaticn 1·ronJered whether it :might not be "rise to submit the repo:::-t by 

the S<?.cretary-General in document E/CN. 6/586 ~ as "rell an draft resolution XIII, 

to tne twenty-ninth session of thE: General Assembly to 'ne considered in the Sixth 

Committee under the item on resy;ect for human richts in armed conflicts, which 

vrould include liscussion of +,he report on ti'!e first session of t~Je Diplomatic 

Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian Law 

Applicable in Armed Conflicts. 

Nr. CHIRILA. (Homania) said that the Co:nnuission 1 s report showed tbe growing 

importance attached to international eo._-operation for the advancement of uomen. 

In rP.cent years j Poma.nia, as a member 0f t:1e Commission~ -nad striven to contritute 

to a constructive and effective approach to that problem. 

The report fully reflected thE' priority accorded by the Commission to the 

organization of the Inter~'la.tional 1-lomen 1 s Year proclairuec1
• in General Asser.tbly 

resolution 3010 (XXVII). 'I'he ad"ption by the Economic and Social Council of the 

re~ommendatio~s put forward in the d~aft resolutions drawn up by the Commission 

would contribute to the succc_•ss of that initiative. Homania viaS most e;rati.f:ied at 

the preparations bein,c; mRde since it had~ at the twenty--fourth session of the 

Commission on the Status of Holllen, co-sponsored the draft resolution on the 

proclamation of International Homen's Year. 

His delegation wished to renew tl-;.e official invitation made by the Romanian 

representative to the Corlll!lission at its t1•enty-fifth session that Romania should 

lcost an international seminar on the status of women in the modern world. 

He wished to draw the attention of the Committee to other recommE:ndations of 

the Commission regarding funda:rtental questions such as the protection of 'Women in 

society, the legal capacity of married wmnen 9 including the capacity to engage in 

independent '\orork, the implementation of a progrannne of concerted international 

action for the advancement of women and their integration in development including 

the activities of ILO and UNESCO in tbat field~ and the influence of mass 

comruunication :wedia on attitudes towards the roles of women in present-day society. 
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The Commission had devoted considerable attention to the question of a new legal 

instrument of international law to eliminate discrimination against women. 

His country's interest in international co-operation to improve the status 

of women stemmed from its domestic policy aimed at achieving full equality of rights 

between men and women in every aspect of social life. The fact that rtomania was a 

socialist developing country also affected the way in which it solved problems 

involving the full emancipation of women. In June 1S:'(3, the Central Committee of 

the Romanian Communist Party had adopted new measures to enable women to combine 

their tra,=.itional role as wives and mothers with active participation in the 

scientific, cultural, political and social life of the country. 

The Eco,1omic and Social Council should adopt the recommendations put forward 

by the Commission and ensure their implementation through broad, effective 

international co-operation. He hoped that the work of the Committee would mn.ke 

a practical contribution to such international co-operation in what was both a 

social and hum~~itarian problem. 

Mr. DUMAS {France) said that France attached the greatest importance to 

all matters relating to the promotion of the status of women. The United Nations 

could achieve much in that field, but world attention must be focused on the 

problem. Frru1ce would participate in the ipternational conference, enthusiasm for 

which was growing among the French people. 

Althouglt his delegation was in no vmy opposed to the drafting of a convention 

on the elimination of discrimination against women, it felt that it might be 

difficult to agree on satisfactory wording which could be applied to all cases and 

all countries. 

Referring to the legal capacity of married women, he said that the importance 

attached by the French Government to that question was demonstrated by the sweeping 

changes made to French law during recent years. Those changes had resulted in true 

equality between men and women during marriage and 5 although the choice of domicile 

remained the prerogative of the husband, the wife was now entitled to manage and 

dispose freely of her earnings from independent work. Consequently, although his 

delegation agreed with the principle of draft resolution V5 it wished to reiterate 

its conviction that the individual Governments concerned should be allowed the 

broadest discretion in finding appropriate solutions. 
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'!h.,..~.;na to the quesCion of' :family planning, he felt that the number and 

spacing of children should be dcc.iJ.cd hy the -wife a.ccuriling to individua:L 

circumstances. Any attempt to restrict that right would be contrary to the 

principle of freedom of choice. Furthermore, his delegation had some reservations 

with rc~ard to paragraph 5 of draft resolution VI. In selecting delegates to the 

World Population Conference, the French Government must be free to base its choice 

on professional qualifications and not on sex. 

At the end of 1972, the French Parliament had passed an act providing for equal 

remQ~eration for men and wom~n engaged in the same work, in the conviction that the 

rights and freedoms of women shoul~ be protected by specific le~islation. 

Furthermore, efforts had also been made in France to improve conditions in 

rural areas, with particular emphasis on the ste.tus of women. Pror.:ress had also 

been made in overcomin~ the traditional attitude resulting in discrimination in 

employment on the basis of sex. · .. 

His delee;ation felt that, in add.ition to the adoption of new instruments, a 

world-wide concerted programme of action shoulcl be undertaken for the promotion of 

women. The Commission for Social Develo·oment and the CO!J11llission on the Sts.tus of 

Women should work together to ensure that no aspect of the social development of 

women was overlooked. 

The International Development Strate~ for the Second United Nations 

Development Decade stated that the full integration of women in the total development 

effort should be encourar,ed. That concern should therefore be taken into account 

by all the organizations of the United Nations system. As far as possible action 

by the Economic and Social Council was concerned, he supported the sugpestion mace 

by the Commissi0n for Social Development at its twenty-third session thf'.t that 

principle could be applied during the review and eppraisal exercise to be undertaken 

in 1975. 

V~. ALI (International Labour Or~anisation}, referring to draft 

resolution XI of the Commission on the Status of Homen, said that the ILO was 

en~aged in a number of activities related to the provisions of that resolution. 

In November 1973, the Governing B9dy had decided to place the question of 

equality of opportunity and treatment of women workers on the agenda of the 

International Labour Conference to be held in 1975. A preliminary report o~ the 
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question was already available, but was to be reviewed by the Panel of 

Consultants on the Problems of vJomen Workers in May 1974, before being submitted 

to Governments. It vas likely that the matters to be discussed would include the 

practical difficulties and practical methods of ensuring equal opportunities and 

treatment, for women workers, the removal of all forms of discrimination, the full 

application of the principle of equal pay, and the provision of facilities to 

enable working parents to meet their family responsibilities. The questions of 

vocational guidance and_ training were to be considered by the International Labour 

Conference in 1974 and 1975. 

A study on part-time employment, currently nearing completion, showed that 

over the past 10 years the number of part-time workers had increased and that they 

were predominantly women. Governments were giving more attention to the regulation 

of part-time employment and employers, both private and public, were demonstrating 

a greater willingness to employ p~rt-time workers. Trade unions, however, felt 

that the increasine; employment of part-·time workers was not good for careers or 

promotion, gave rise to exploitation, and could jeopardize the positions of full­

time workers. The solution to those probJ.ems might lie in the establishment of 

shorter working hours for all. The trace unions considered that, where part-time 

work was per~~tted, it should be regulated. 

The basic document of the ILO, as far as the question of equal pay for equal 

1vork was concerned, was the Convention concerning Equal Remuneration for Hen and 

Homen Porkers for \\fork of Equal Value. In 1975, as part of the general 

consideration of women's problems, the ILO intended to carry out, through its 

Committee of Experts, a survey of the application of that Convention, not only in 

the 79 countries which had ratified it so far, but also in those which had not • 

He noted that, in chanter VIII of the report of the Commission, relating to 

the exploitation of labour through illicit and clandestine trafficking, the ILO was 

urged to look into the question of discriminatory treatment to which migrant 

workers, including yo1mg women, were subjected and to try to improve the situation. 

It should be pointed out that the ILO was devoting considerable attention to the 

whole question of migrant workers~ which was to be discussed at the International 
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Labour Conference in 1974. He would provide further information on the matter when 

the Committee considered the report of the Commission on Human Rights. 

Mr. BARCELO (Mexico) said that his country, which had been one of the 

first to grant full rights to women, welcomed the designation of 1975 as the 

International Women's Year and believed that the events proposed for that year would 

enable women to go a long way towards achieving full equality as members of society. 

Mexico would take part in all international events desiBned to promote the status 

of women, on a basis of equality, and had already made preparations for its 

participation in International l·Jomen' s Year. 

His delegation warmly supported the initiative to organize an international 

conference. The conference should be held in a country such as Colombia, with 

which Mexico enjoyed close relations. ~owever, paragraph 1 of draft resolution III 

did not explain exactly what "ras envisaged or wha"t the impact of the conference 

might be. Consideration should be given to determining what the benefits of the 

conference might b~ and to formulating concrete measures designed to achieve the 

full integration of women into society. 

Mr. von IITAW (Federal Republic of Gerr~ny) said that there was a growing 

awareness that social development was closely connected ~~th the role of women, with 

their equal status, and with the der,ree to which they were integrated into society. 

Consequently, the Federal Republic of Germany took a f,reat interest in the 

conclusions of the Commission on the Status of vlomen and appreci?"ted the efforts of 

the United Nations Secretariat to promote the equality of women. 

His Government intended to make full use of the International 'iomen' s Year to 

draw attention to its achievements in improving the status of wolllen and to stimulate 

further action in that field. His delegation approved of the programme for the 

Year recommended by the Commission on the Status of Women and supported the idea of 

holding an international conference during 1975 to focus attention more effectively 

on women's :problems and on the measures needed to overcome continuing inequalities 

and discrimination. 
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His delegation would vote in favour of ~raft resolutions I, II and III in 

document E/5451~ and would give favou~able consideration to any proposal to define 

more clearly the progranll!les for the International Homen':::; Year and for the 

international conference. The probler.1s currently faced by women and the measures 

needed to solve them were well knovm to those who would participate'in the proposed 

conference. Consequently~ the preparation of that conference should present no 

insuJ....aoun+.a.ble difficulties. What 't-TOmen 't-l'ere rightly asking for was an 

international forum which would enable them to express their point of view and ~o 

have their recommendations and demands taken into account to a greater extent than 

had frequently been the case in the past. 

Replying to a question put by Nrs. HUTAR (United States of Aro.erica) ~ 

I·irs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian 

Affairs) said that a statement of the administrative and financial implications of 

draft resolution III was contained in annex IV of the report of the Commission. 

Consultations were currently being held within the Secretariat with a. view to 

preparing the conference by a reordering of priorities from within available 

resources. Those consultations had not yet been completed. but she hoped to be 

able to proviQe full information on the question in the near future. 

The ~eeti~g rose at 12.25 p.m • 
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at 3. 35 p.m. 

Chairman: Mr. SMID (C-zechoslovakia) 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN (E/AC.7/L.652, paras. 22-24; 
E/AC.7/L.653) (continued) 

Miss JAUREGUIBERRY (Argentina), speaking on a point of order, said that 

the drafting of paragraph 129 of the report on the twenty-fifth session of the 

Commission on the Status of Women did not adequately reflect the debate that took 

place. At the 629th meeting of the Commission, the Argentine delegation had 

requested that at the beginning of paragraph 129 the words "It was also recommended" 

should be replaced by the words "Some delegations recommended 11
• The present wording 

in Spanish might give the impression that the Commission had reached a consensus on 

the proposal that the study of the Special Rapporteur should be a basic document for 

the World Population Conference whereas in fact several delegations objected to the 

conclusions of the study and therefore recommended that the report should be 

considered merely as a background document for the Conference. 

Accordingly, she requested an explanation from the Secretariat as to why the 

amendment submitted by her delegation had not been taken into account. 

Mrs. LAHTINEN (Finland) said that the improvement of the status of women 

should not be discussed separately from other political problems; nor should they 

be discussed by women only. 

Some of the draft resolutions recommended to the Social Committee, such as 

draft resolution VI, relating to family planning, draft resolution X, in which 

Governments were urged to establish non-profit-seeking industries for women, and 

draft resolution XI, which referred to the ILO recommendation on the employment of 

women with family obligations, reflected the policy of restricting the sphere of 

interest of women to certain particular fields, a policy which seemed illogical to 

her delegation. 

Turning to draft resolution 1 (XXV) of the Commission, concerning a new 

instrument or instruments of international law to eliminate discrimination against 

women, her delegation very much regretted that at its twenty-fifth session the 

Committee· had been unable to agree on a convention of that kind. It hoped that 
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Governments would comment as fully as possible on the draft convention which had 

been sent to them and they would initiate policies to eliminate all kinds of 

discrimination based on sex. 

Her delegation welcomed the adoption of equality, development and peace as the 

central themes of the International Women's Year. With reference to draft 

resolution III, concerning the convening of an international conference, she would 

like clarification of the following questions. Was it the intention that the 

Conference should only review the implementation of the resolutions of the 

Commission'.? What was the meaning of the words nreordering of prioritiesn in 

operative paragraph 2? What would be the financial arrangements and their 

implications for the other priorities? 

Turning to draft resolution VI, her delegation felt that family planning was a 

right and a responsibility of both men and women together. How~ver, each country 

had the right to formulate a population policy suited to its socio-economic and 

cultural values. The improvement of the status of women by means of family planning 

could not be studied without taking into account the processes which affected the 

structure of society as a whole. 

She intended to put forward certain amendments to draft resolution XI 

concerning the activities of the ILO, and would revert to that 1uestion after 

consulting the sponsors of the draft resolution and the ILO representative. 

Mr. MACRAE (United Kingdom) said that family planning and the drafting of 

an international convention on the elimination of discrimination against women were 

subjects of special interest to his delegation. 

The Commission had adopted 14 draft resolutions and 4 decisions in spite of the 

fact that the documentation was submitted too late for delegations to be able to 

prepare their positions in advance. He hoped that at the twenty-sixth session of 

the Commission the Secretariat would submit the documents within the established 

period of six weeks. 

In the United Kingdom a co-ordinating committee had been set up, within the 

Women's National Commission, to organize all the activities related to the 

celebration of the International Women's Year. 

On the international level, the International Conference proposed by the 

Commission would occupy the principal focus of attention. His delegation felt that 
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the agenda of the Conference was too diffuse; it would be preferable to concentrate 

on one or two well-defined issues so that worth-while proposals and recommendations 

could emerge. 

The present session of the Council was the last opportunity to decide upon 

the form of the Conference and to give proper guidance to the Secretariat 

regarding preparations. 

His delegation believed that the main theme of the Conference should be the 

elimination of discrimination against women, a subject which could be combined with 

that of the integration of women into the development effort. 

Turning to the question of drafting an international convention on the 

elimination of discrimination against women, he recalled that the United Kingdom 

delegation had been a member of the Working Group which had been entrusted with 

the preparation of a text for the Commission. It was a matter of regret that 

the differences in national practice had prevented the formulation of an agreed 

text. Delegations recognized that much more work would have to be done before 

agreement could be reached and that all Governments should have the opportunity to 

comment on the different texts of the draft articles, none of which took precedence 

over the other, although some sentences appeared in brackets. 

The objective should be to draft an instrument of sufficient flexibility to 

elicit a large number of ratifications. It should provide the basic framework for 

each State to formulate its own policies for the achievement of the purposes of 

the Convention and any attempt to incorporate into the Convention practices 

relevant solely to individual countries would merely undermine its usefulness. 

His delegation therefore hoped that the Secretariat would lose no time in 

requesting comments from Member States on the draft texts in the report and that 

at the twenty-sixth session of the Commission real progress would be made in 

reaching an agreed text. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the equality 

of all citizens, regardless of sex, race or national origin was inherent in the 

very nature of the Soviet system which was fighting against the exploitation of 

man by man. Since the birth of the Soviet State, women had enjoyed complete 

equality in all the activities of society. That equality had not only been 

proclaimed in the Constitution and in other legislative texts but also had become 

a practical reality in such matters as employment, wages, education, recreation, 

social security, State nrotection of mothers and children, assistance to unwed 
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mothers, paid maternity leave, establishment of day nurseries and so on. In the 

Soviet Union 60 per cent of the graduates of higher education and university 

establishments were women and since 1940 budgetary allocations for subsidies to 

mothers had increased more than 10 times. 

Unfortunately, the situation was very different in many countries where women 

were subject to discrimination in various forms; hence it was essential to take 

practical and effective measures to put an end to that state of affairs. In any 

event, there were positive upheavals in the world and among them the policy of 

detente deserved special mention. It had given a new impetus to social progress 

because such progress and the rights to which it gave rise could only exist if 

there was a lasting peace. In that respect, he quoted the statement made in the 

Political Declaration of the Fourth Conference of Heads of State or Government of 

the Non-Aligned Countries to the effect that "the present strengthening of detente 

between East and West" represented an important achievement "by the forces of 

peace in the the world". 

Turning to the report on the twenty-fifth session of the Commission on the 

Status of Women (E/5451), he stressed that all the decisions included in it were 

not of the same importance and that the Commission had not considered such urgent 

problems as the situation of women in South Africa, the participation of women in 

the struggle against colonialism, racism and apartheid, the role of women in 

development and the need to ensure effective equality between men and women - not 

only legal equality but equality in all the spheres of life of a nation. 

The most important decisions adopted by the Commission included that relating 

to the preparation of a convention on the elimination of discrimination against 

women. His delegation, which fully supported that measure, considered that the 

• draft prepared by the Working Group constituted an adequate basis for future work 

since the wording took into account the changes that had taken place since the 

approval in 1967 of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against 

Women, particularly those achieved in the scientific and technological spheres, 

and since the adoption by the United Naticns of the various human rights covenants. 

In view of the urgency of the question, he hoped that the Commission on the Status 

of Women could approve the text of the Convention at its next session. 
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Priority should also be given to the protection of women and children in 

emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace, self-determination, 

national liberation and independence. The declaration proposed by the Commission 

on that subject (draft resolution XIII) constituted a valuable contribution to 

the solution of the problem which was of particular importance because women and 

children suffered most in armed conflicts; moreover, the adoption of the 

declaraticn would constitute a further warning to the colonialist, racist and 

imperialist regimes which provoked such situations. Hence, the USSR delegation 

would support all the measures taken with regard to that question. 

The Commission on the Status of Women was also to be congratulated on the 

effective work it had done in connexion with preparations for the International 

Women's Year; the programme it proposed included measures at the international, 

regional and national levels, and its success would depend to a large extent on 

the staps that would be taken on the national plane, which were to consist 

primarily in the promulgation and application of legislation. In any event, 

care must be taken to select activities which would really r.ontribute to the 

succesa of the Year and did not involve over-heavy costs; for instance, his 

delegation saw little use in establishing regional commissions to study equality 

between men and women and the full integration of women in development. 

As to the international conference to be held during International Women's 

Year in order, inter alia, to examine to what extent the organizations of the 

United Nations system had implemented the recommendations for the elimination of 

discrimination against women made by the Commission on the Status of Women since 

its establishment, the USSR delegation felt obliged to repeat the objections it had 

made in the debate in the Commission on that item. Indeed, it would be useless to 

convene a conference to study that question, which could be considered with more 

positive results by the General Assembly at its thirtieth session, when it would 

be in a position to sum up the results of the International liJomen' s Year and to 

prepare a new programme of activities for the future. 

Another point that must be borne in mind was that five other important 

int~::.t·national conferences had been scheduled for 1975, which would involve 

considerable expense and a very heavy burden of work for the Secretariat and for 

the delegations of Member States. 
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In view of those facts, the USSR delegation shared the doubts expressed by the 

representative of the United Kingdom as to the proposed agenda of such a 

conference, and it felt that, before taking a decision on that point, careful 

consideration must be given to the problems to which it might give rise. 

Lastly, the USSR representative reserved the right to speak again at a 

later date. 

Mr. GUARIGLIA (Italy) said that the Committee should take note of the 

following results achieved by the Commission on the Status of Women at its last 

session. First, the International Women's Year had taken concrete shape, thanks 

to the valuable work done by the Working Group appointed at the beginning of the 

session. Second, the Special Rapporteur had submitted a report on the 

interrelationship between the status of women and family planning which was a 

remarkable document. Lastly, the Commission had proceeded with consideration of 

the question of drafting a comprehensive convention on the elimination of 

discrimination against women and had decided that, before it went further with 

its work, the draft convention should be submitted to Governments. 

It was clear from a careful consideration of the reports and the deliberations 

of the Commission on the Status of Women that its work programme was expanding 

and that the Commission itself seemed to be aware and concerned about that trend. 

It was difficult to say whether the expansion of the work programme was a first 

step towards placing more emphasis on the ~tatus of women within the totality of 

social problems or simply the cou::>equence of the forthcoming International Women 1 s 

Year. Various proposals made by the Commission, however, led to the belief that 

the expansion of its work programme was not a temporary phenomenon. The expansion 

of its activities to eliminate discrimination against women was to be welcomed for 

the very fact that it would reflect the aspiration of more than half the world's 

population which felt that it was in some degree, the object of discrimination. 

Nevertheless, there were other elements which the Council had to take into 

consideration also, some of which were common to other functional commissions and, 

in general, to all intergovernmental bodies operating under the Council's mandate, 

while others referred specifically to the Commission on the Status of Women. 
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With regard to the former, it sufficed to recall the continuous increase in 

the regular budget and programme of the United Nations, which could not go on 

indefinitely. With regard to the considerations specifically relating to the 

Commission on the Status of Women, the Council could not forget that the Centre fer 

Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs had to service not only the Commission 

on the Status of Women but the Commission on Social Development also, whose mandate 

was very bread and intimately linked with economic d~velopment. A proper balance 

must be kept in the work programmes of the two Commissions. 

In those circumstances, the Italian delegation considered that the Council 

might act as follows: when considering the draft resolutions proposed by the 

Commission containing requests which would imply an expansion of the work programme, 

it should try to distinguish, among the various proposals, those whose approval 

would meet a real need and those which might have been hastily formulated without 

taking into account their feasibility, their cost or the concrete results which 

could be reached. 

The Commission proposed the establishment of regional commissions on the 

status of women. There was no denying that such a step would favour rapid progress 

in the elimination of discrimination against women, and in their participation in 

national development. Similar proposals had been made in the past for the broad 

field of human rights but the results had been limited. At the present time, there 

was no knowing how Governments would react to the new proposal or whether they 

would consider it more convenient to enlarge the mandate of the existing regional 

economic commission. In such circumstances, his delegation believed that instead 

of appealing to Governments to create new regional commissions it would be 

preferable to ask the Secretary-General to prepare a report on the feasibility of 

the Commission's proposal, to be presented to the Council at its fifty-eighth 

session. 

In the draft resolution on the implementation of the Declaration on the 

Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the Commission proposed to invite 

Governments to consider as part of their long-term programme for the International 

Women's Year, the desirability of appointing as soon as possible national 

correspondents to assist them in obtaining and compiling the necessary data on a 

regular basis. That proposal stemmed from the fact that only 34 Governments had 

provided the Secretary-General with the ~eta requested for the preparation of the 
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last report on the implementation of the Declaration and from the need to improve 

the efficiency of communications between the United Nations and Governments. In 

that connexion, he noted that the same problem arose with regard to all reports, 

and the best way to solve it was to reduce to a minimum the requests for 

information addressed to Governments. He also noted that the formula of national 

correspondents was already being applied in the field of social defence and that, 

before extending it to that of discrimination against women, it would be 

advisable to evaluate how it operated. For those reasons the Italian delegation 

was of the opinion that the question should be reconsidered by the Commission at 

its next session on the basis of updated information on any developments that 

might have taken place in the institution of national commissions during the 

International Women's Year. 

The draft comprehensive convention on the elimination of all forms of 

discrimination against women contained some articles in square brackets regarding_ 

the adoption of implementation procedures. It was to be hoped that when a 

comprehensive convention on the status of women was adopted the Covenants on Human 

Rights and the implementation procedures they contained would still be in force. 

The Italian delegation had some doubt about the advisability of establishing other 

implementation procedures, which would place a considerable burden on the 

Organization and on Member States. He therefore suggested that when the 

Secretary-General submitted the draft comprehensive convention to Governments, he 

should call their attention to the implementation procedures provided for in other 

international instruments. 

In the draft resolution on the implementation of a programme of concerted 

international action to promote the advancement of women and their integration in 

development, it was proposed that the Council should authorize the Chairman of 

the Commission on the Status of Women or a representative chosen by her to serve 

as its representative to the Committee for Development Planning and the Committee 

on Review and Appraisal. The question of a regular participation by members of 

functional commissions in those committees had been considered by the Commission 

on Social Development when the International Development Strategy had been launched 

but at that time the establishment of institutional links between the Commission 

and those two Committees had not been considered feasible. In the meantime, the 
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Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs had been created and the 

legitimate aspiration of the two Commissions to have their voice heard in the 

periodical evaluations of the results of the Strategy could be met by the regular 

participation of the Director of the Centre in the sessions of those Committees. 

Lastly, he referred to the financial implications of the proposed 

international conference to be held during International Women's Year. His 

delegation supported the holding of the international conference, although it noted 

there was a contradiction between the financial implications of the Conference 

as shown in document E/CN.6/L.674, and the text of the draft resolution on the 

Conference, which called upon the Secretary-General to provide substantive 

preparation for the Conference by a reordering of priorities from within available 

resources. He noted also that the additional temporary staff requested for the 

Promotion of Equality of Men and Women Branch, and the volume of pre-conference 

documentation seemed to be excessive. A further point was that the Conference 

must not be an obstacle to the implementation of other activities that had 

already been approved. Lastly, since the proposal to hold an international 

Conference had been approved by the Commission witho~t it specifying what type of 

Conference should be held, he would appreciate receiving information from the 

Secretariat on that point. 

There were other sectors of the work programme which might also be considered 

with a view to simplifying the activities of the United Nations and making them 

more effective. The Commission itself seemed to be aware of the possibility of 

combining various activities and of deleting others which were being dealt with 

by other organs. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that, in order to speed up the proceedings, the 

time-limit for the submission of amendments to the draft resolutions in chapter I 

of the report of the Commission on the Status of Women, except for draft 

resolution III concerning the international conference, should be 25 April at 

1 p.m. He also recalled that the time-lime for completing the consideration of 

items 14 and 8 was 1 May. 

If there were no objections he would take it that the Committee agreed to the 

time-limits he had indicated. 

It was so decided. 
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Mr. CABANAS (Spain), supporting draft resolution I, said that the 

Government of his country, following up the initiative of the United Nations, 

had agreed to proclaim 1975 as International Women's Year, with a view to attaining 

the objectives for which it had been established. His Government had also decided 

to establish a national co~iasion to prepare and implement a programme of action 

which, based on the indicative programme outlined in annex V of the report, would 

achieve the objectives of equality, development and peace which constituted the 

theme of the Year. 

He also welcomed the generosity of the Colombian Government which, in the 

interests of attaining the objectives of the Year, had offered to host the proposed 

international conference. The conference would attain its objectives of assessing 

the progress attained and tracing the general guidelines for action still to be 

taken. Ne.vertheless, the preparations for the conference and its programme of work 

must be approached with care. 

Draft resolution V, concerning the legal capacity of married women, including 

the capacity to engage in independent work, was fundamental and should perhaps 

contain specific statements stipulating the following: (1) marriage did not 

restrict the capacity to work of either of the spouses, who should be considered 

juridically equal under the law; (2) each spouse, without requiring the authorization 

or consent of the other, could engage in any work, trade or profession he or she 

desired; (3) each spouse, without requiring the authorization or consent of the 

other, could exercise his or her exclusive rights and activities and administer and 

dispose, of his or her exclusive property; (4) joint action or action by one spouse 

with the consent of the other would be required for the exercise of the rights 

enjoyed by both spouses. However, either spouse, acting alone, could perform acts 

pertaining to the maintenance of the family or the raising of dependants or acts 

relating to objects or services pertaining to domestic economic life; (5) parental 

authority was exercised jointly by the mother and the father in respect of the 

children they had in common; (6) marriage in itself did not alter the nationality 

of the spouses or, in general, restrict or affect the acquisition, loss or recovery 

of nationality by either spouse, independently of the other. 
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With regard to draft resolution VI, concerning the study on the 

interrelationship of the status of women and family planning, he wondered whether 

it was not premature to make such ~ecisive statements on matters which the 

Population Conference was to study and on which it would pronounce itself. 

In general, and subject to more specific remarks which his delegation would 

make in due course, it endorsed the draft resolutions, which sought to ensure the 

full equality of men and women and to ensure that they enjoyed equal rights. If 

those rights were to be effectively guaranteed, they must be clearly and precisely 

formulated, society must be made fully aware of them, and specific instruments must 

be devised to review them or restore them should they be violated. With that aim 

in view, his delegation would welcome the elaboration and subsequent adoption of an 

international legal instrument which would be binding on States in that regard. 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER (German Democratic Republic) said that the twenty-fifth 

session of the Commission on the Status of Women had been a valuable contribution 

to the efforts of the United Nations and of the democratic forces in the world to 

ensure the equality of men and women in all countries. That session had been 

significant not only because a number of important decisions had been taken, but 

also because it had been convened on the eve of International Women's Year, 

proclaimed by the United Nations in General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII). 

As soon as Hitler's tyranny had been overthrown, full legal equality of men 

and women had been established in the territory of what was now the German 

Democratic Republic, and all regulations inconsistent with that equality had been 

revoked. Furthermore, realizing that equality before the law was not automatically 

equality in everyday life, the leadership of the German Democratic Republic, in 

building the socialist society, had always been guided by the objective of 

establishing and promoting the true equality of the sexes. 

In particular, that had meant and continued to mean that efforts were made to 

create and improve material conditions which allowed women to exercise their equal 

rights, chiefly in the labour, political and educational fields, in conformity with 

the level of economic development; to formulate a new attitude towards the new role 

of women in society and in the family; and to create the necessary conditions for 
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giving special protection to women as mothers and acknowledging the social 

importance of motherhood, for which purpose special measures had been taken in 

order to establish the compatibility of women's vocational and political roles with 

motherhood. 

Although progress had advanced fairly well in that direction, the process had 

not been without obstacles and conflicts. A number of problems arose in daily life 

that the Government of his country and its social forces had to solve. One of those 

problems, for example, was the high degree of unemployment among women. 

The implementation of the recommendations in the programme for the celebration 

of International Women's Year would be an important step towards the fulfilment of 

the demands of women in countries where they had not yet been met. Reference 

should be made in that connexion to the inhuman practices of the Israeli occupation 

forces in the Arab territories, the racist policies of the regime of apartheid in 

South Africa and the brutal colonialist terror in the countries still under 

Portuguese domination. In all those cases, it was women and children who suffered 

most, and it was therefore necessary to focus activities during International 

Women's Year on the enforcement of the most elementary human rights in those 

territories and countries. 

In the programme for International '\ITomen' s Year, emphasis should be placed on 

the responsibility of women for the maintenance and strengthening of peace, the 

promotion of a relaxation of international tensions and the co-operation of States 

on the basis of peaceful coexistence. Without a lasting peace, the fundamental 

rights of women were called into question. It was therefore vital for all 

democratic forces to strive for a relaxation of international tensions, as had been 

achieved particularly in Europe. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic strongly supported the 

proposal of the Commission on the Status of Women that a comprehensive international 

convention on the-elimination of discrimination against women should be elaborated. 

The existing draft constituted a sound basis for the elaboration of an international 

convention, and the adoption of such a conventi.on at the thirtieth session of the 

General Assembly would undoubtedly be a significant event during International 

1ifomen' s Year. 
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His delegation considered that the proposal to convene an international 

conference in 1975 was highly questionable. The implementation of the programme 

for International \vomen' s Year would be better served if all means and resources 

were employed where they would be really effective. To that end, account should 

also be taken of the justified demands voiced by many representatives of States 

Members at the sixth special session of the General Assembly that effective 

measures be taken to promote economic and social progress, especially in developing 

countries. 

There was no need to convene the proposed conference. It would be preferable 

if efforts were made to draw attention to pending problems and to mobilize world 

public opinion. The realization of the equality of men and women was not a matter 

for women alone, but for all humanity, and particularly for States. 

His delegation saw great value in the proposal made by the USSR delegation at 

the twenty-fifth session of the Commission on the Status of Women to recommend the 

inclusion in the agenda of the thirtieth session of the General Assembly of an item 

entitled 11The situation and role of women in society, with special emphasis on the 

need to ensure the equality of women and on the contribution of women to the 

achievement of the goals of the Second Development Decade, the struggle against 

racism and racial discrimination, the strengthening of international peace and the 

development of friendly relations and co-operation among States 11
• That item would 

not only be relevant to International Women's Year, but would also encourage women 

to contribute to the fulfilment of the lofty principles of the·united Nations 

Charter. 

Mr. BERLIS (Canada) said that many events were being planned in Canada to 

mark International Women's Year, including an international seminar under United 

Nations auspices to be held in Ottawa in September of the current year. Measures 

such as the conference proposed in draft resolution III should ensure that the 

endeavour to remove discrimination against women were given adequate international 

and national attention. 

The Government and people of Canada looked with favour on the equality of 

women in society, while holding that recognition should also be given to the 

universality of many basic rights, regardless of sex or age. 
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His delegation supported the general approach and objectives outlined in 

chapter I of document E/5451. 

Mr. MIKOLAJ (Czechoslovakia) said that the socialist society of his 

country was creating all the conditions necessary for the self-realization of women 

and their active integration in the process of development. For that reason great 

importan~e was attached to International Women's Year, the fundamental ideas of 

which were equality, development and peace. The Czechoslovak Union of Women, in 

co-operation with governmental organizations, was preparing a number of activities 

within the framework of International Women's Year on the basis of the programme 

prepared by the Commission on the Status of ~vomen. His delegation was sure that 

the General Assembly at its thirtieth session would pay due attention to the 

progress and preliminary results of International ''Jomen 1 s Year. 

The idea of convening a conference during International Women's Year was an 

inspiring one and should receive due priority within the activities of the.United 

Nations system. There were difficulties about the preparations, however, inasmuch 

as a number of important conferences, some of them connected with problems 

pertaining to women, were planned for the following year. It might be advisable to 

delay convening the conference.until a later date, which would give more time to 

prepare the programme, to take into account the results of International Women's 

Year and to involve national and international social and scientific organizations 

in the preparatory work. 

His Government attached great importance to some of the proposals contained in 

the draft convention, such as those relating to the elimination of discrimination 

against women and to the full enjoyment of their human rights and fundamental 

freedoms. It likewise vigorously supported measures to ensure equality for women 

in education, work and other economic and social activities. 

His delegation also attached great importance to the draft resolution on the 

protection of women and children in emergency and to the other human issues 

associated with the protection of women and children from the consequences of armed 

conflict. 

Mr. CURTIN (Australia) said that his delegation hoped that the resolutions 

and decisions recommended by the Commission could be adopted with few difficulties. 
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Women's Year and the proposed conference. Preparations for the International 

Women's Year were already well-advanced in Italy; an interministerial meeting 

had already taken place in connexion with it and another would be held shortly. 

With regard to the amendment proposed by the Brazilian delegation, her 

delegation had abstained for the same reasons which had led it to abstain in the 

vote on draft resolution VI, namely, because her Government had not yet concluded 

its consideration of the report of the Special Rapporteur. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 
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Hednesday, 8 !viay 1974, 
at 11 a.m. 

REPORT OF THB COI1HISSION ON THE STATUS OF UOI1El\f (T:~/5451, chap. I; E/AC. 7/1.671) 
(continued) 

!1r. SPEEKENBRIJ!K (Netherlands) requested the Secretariat to explain what 

vras the present procedure for dealin~ ·~:rith communications concerninr: the status of 

women, how the Commission on the Status of Homen dealt uith communications addressed 

to it for information, and hmr many and 1-1hat kinds of communications had been 

received and dealt v~th. 

Hr. SCHREIBER (Director, Division of Human Rights), replying to the 

representative of the netherlands, gave some basic information concerning the 

procedures followed in dealing 1-l'ith communications. 

Generally speaking, the basic resolution was Economic and Social Council 

resolution 728 F (XXVIII), in which the Council requested the Secretary-General to 

compile and distribute to members of the Commission on Human Rights before each 

session a non-confidential list containing a brief indication of the substance of 

each communication, however addressed, which dealt with the principles involved in 

the promotion of universal respect for, and observance of, human rights, and to 

compile a confidential list containing a brief indication of the substance of other 

communications concerning human rights and to furnish that list to members of the 

Commission. 

In recent years, the Economic and Social Council had approved new procedures 

for considering communications which appeared to reveal a consistent pattern of 

gross violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, such as apartheid • 

Those procedures had earlier been given thorough study by the Commission on Human 

Rights and the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of 

Minorities. In its resolution 1235 (XLII), the Economic and Social Council had 

authorized the Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 

Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to apply the new procedures. In its 

resolution 1503 (XLVIII), the Council had spelt out the procedure in more detail 

ru1d had laid down a number of stages for dealing with communications. At the first 
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in that connexion, he thanked the Government of Colombia for offering to act as 

host for the conference. 

His delegation was among the sponsors of draft resolution XIII on the 

protection of women and children in emergency and armed conflict; that draft 

resolution reflected the concern of the international community with the fate of 

women and children, who, because of their special situation, needed special 

protection. The adoption of that draft resolution was specially important in 

view of the massacres which were occurring in southern Africa and the continuing 

violations of human rights in occupied territories. 

In conclusion, he stated that after the draft resolution had been adopted by 

the Economic and Social Council, his delegation would not object to having the 

resolution considered by the Sixth Committee of the General Assembly. 

The meeting rose at 5.25 p.m. 
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727th meeting Thursday~ 25 April 1974, 
atl0.55 a.m. 

Chairman: Mr. SMID (Czechoslovakia) 

ELECTION OF TWO VICE-CHAIRMEN (concluded) 

Mr. KEMAL (Pakistan) nominated Mr. SAYAR (Iran) for the office of 

Vice-Chairman. 

Mr. Sayar (Iran) was elected Vice-Chairman by acclaDation. 

Mr. CARRASCO (Chile) nominated Mrs. MAIR (Jamaica) for the office of 

Vice-Chairman. 

Mrs. Mair (Jamaica) was elected Vice-Chairman by acclamation. 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN (E/5451 and Corr.l (French only); 
E/AC.7/L.652, paras. 22-24, E/AC.7/L.653) (continued) 

Mr. SPEEKENBRINK (Netherlands) noted that in a relatively short session 

the Commission had raised a great many issues and had produced 14 draft resolutions 

and four decisions on a variety of subjects. His delegation was able to su~port 

many of those resolutions and decisions, including the programme of measures and 

activities for the International Women's Year. Women's organizations in the 

Netherlands, with the co-operation of the competent authorities, had for some time 

been working to make the Year a success. His delegation also supported the 

convening of an international conference in the context of the International 

Women's Year. The Conference would serve to identify ways in which the 

participation of women in the development of an interdependent world could be made 

even more meaningful. 

Draft resolution IX met with the full support of his delegation, but caution 

must be exercised in evaluating results. Not only the Secretary-General and the 

executive heads of the organizations within the United Nations system should be 

guided by that resolution, but also the member States of the organizations, which 

should present a sufficient number of qualified women as candidates for recruitment 

to the secretariats. 

His de~egation appreciated the concern of the Commission for the question of 
----
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those of resolution 76 (V). The procedure of resolution 1503 (XLVIII) involved a 

process of selection, and thus the elimination of communications which did not 

reveal a consistent pattern of violations of human rights. It would seem, 

therefore, that communications concerning the status of women could only be 

considered by the Sub-Commission in so far as they revealed a consistent pattern 

of gross and reliably attested violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

were the Council to endorse the decision of the Commission on the Status of Women. 

The communications on the status of women which were submitted to the Commission 

were, however, of a wide variety and included communications on two lists prepared 

by the Secretary-General. One list containied those communications which involved 

Member States and were of a confidential nature. The second was a listing of the 

communications of a more general character and was non-confidential. 

His delegation submitted that to delete the consideration of communications 

on the status of women from the agenda of the Commission on the Status of Women 

would deprive the Commission of a valuable source of information needed for the 

proper·execution of its mandate. 

In view of all those considerations, his delegation's conclusion was that the 

procedure provided for in·resolution 1503 (XLVIII) could not be regarded as a 

substitute for the procedures followed until now by the Commission and, moreover, 

that the change suggested to the Council would seriously affect the responsiveness 

· of the United Nations to communications concerning the status of women. 

His delegation was therefore submitting for the consideration of the Committee 

the following draft decision: 

"The Economic and Social Council, having considered the report of the 

discussions of the 626th meeting of the Commission on the Status of Women, 

held on 31 January 1974, relating to the consideration by the Commission of 

communications concerning the status of women, invites the Commission to 

continue dealing with these on the basis of resolution 76 (V) and its 

subsequently established practive." 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the 

representative of the Netherlands had disinterred resolutions dating back to 1947. 

However, Ca.uncil resolution 1503 (XLVIII), to which the Director of the Division 

of Human Rights had referred, established a new procedure for the consideration 
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of communications concerning violations of human rights, which should be applied to 

all communications received by the United Nations. The Working Group established 

under that resolution had already held two sessions and would be meeting again in 

July. The Working Group received all communications and submitted its conclusions 

to the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, 

which in turn reported to the Commission on Human Rights. 

Consequently, the situation envisaged by the representative of the 

Netherlands - namely, a failure to consider the communications in question - would 

not arise. Those communications were considered and would continue to be considere~ 

The procedure laid down in resolution 1503 (XLVIII) had proved to be effective in 

practice, and two years' experience had already been acquired. While it was true 

that the procedure was confidential, it was a fact that that approach had made it 

possible for all communications to be studied fully and in detail, in connexion 

with the implementation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. There was 

nothing to be gained by trying to sort out communications by subject-matter. The 

decision taken by the Commission on the Status of Women had been correct, and in 

adopting it the Commission had acted within its field of competence. The purpose 

of paragraph 4 of the report (E/5451) was to inform the Council of the decision 

taken by the Commission, which had rightly been considered to be of interest to the 

Council. All that the Council had to do was to take note of the Commission's 

decision. 

Mr. CURTIN (Australia) pointed out that in the Commission on the Status 

of Women there had been much discussion on the question of communications. There 

were many Council resolutions on the question, and it was not clear from the wording 

of the latest one, resolution 1503 (XLVIII), that it referred to all communications. 

That resolution specifically cited resolution 728 F (XXVIII). Consequently, it 

could be argued that communications concerning the status of women would have to 

be considered in accordance with the provisions of resolution 76 (V). 

Moreover, if the draft decision of the Commission on the Status of Women was 

approved, it would be tantamount to deciding that communications concerning 

violations of the rights of women would have to reveal a consistent pattern of 

gross violations of human rights. However, it was not clear that the Commission 
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workers were women, it had a particular interest ~n draft resolution VIII. Most 

rural women needed all the assistance that could be provided. 

Her delegation supported all the Commission's other draft resolutions and 

decisions, especially the proposal concerning a new instrument or instruments of 

international law to eliminate discrimination against women. 

Mr. WILSON (Liberia) said that the United Nations had from its inception 

expressed its concern with women's rights and the status of women, as was shown by 

the Preamble and Article 8 of the Charter. 

The extent of the Commission's contribution to the advancement of women in 

promoting their rights in the political, civil, economic, social and educational 

fields could best be measured by the number of instruments which the General 

Assembly had adopted since 1946. His delegation was therefore gratified that 

1975 had been designated as the International Women's Year. 

It was appropriate to celebrate the International Women's Year at a conference 

held in Colombia, since the Inter-American Commission of Women had been the first 

intergovernmental organization established to take action against discrimination by 

reason of sex. His delegation wished to express its deep appreciation to the 

Government of Colombia for its willingness to host the conference. 

His delegation fully supported the views expressed at the preceding meeting by 

the representative of the Soviet Union that the Commission should study the status 

of women in southern Africa. 

Mrs. MAIR (Jamaica) said that women in many developing countries 

represented the most under-developed of those countries' human resources. Their 

under-development was closely linked with the over-all lack of development of their 

respective countries. Women had to contend not only with traditional forms of 

discrimination associated with racism and colonialism, but also with discrimination 

based on sex. The elevation of women to full partnership with men in the 

developing world was a difficult and multi-faceted operation. In the third world, 

their condition was attributable to lack of access to education and to scientific 

and technical knowledge and skills. Access to science and technology was a 

function of the educational system, which was itself determined by cultural, 

political and economic factors. Not only did the developing countries as a whole 
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lag behind the developed countries as far as access to education was concerned, 

but within the developing countries women lagged behind men. In some regions, 

the illiteracy rate among women was as high as 83.7 per cent. Recent gains in 

literacy had benefited the male population more than the female population. The 

current world illiteracy rate among adult males was 28 per cent, whereas that 

among adult females was 40.3 per cent, and the disparity was growing in those very 

regions of the world which had the highest rates of illiteracy. Although in those 

same regions the need for rapid economic development called for massive infusions 

of advanced technology, the limited vocational and scientific training 

opportunities available locally were offered to men rather than to women. Rural 

women, in particular, were being restricted from participating fully in the 

productive life of their communities because of their lack of access to technical 

expertise. The few women who gained access to industry found themselves employed 

in areas which were essentially extensions of their traditional domestic role. 

If women were to be fully integrated into national and international 

development, they must be allowed the same access as men to education and technical 

and scientific training at all levels; they must be provided with equal job 

o~portunities and enjoy professional status, equal pay and promotion and, above 

all, equal access to decision-making with regard to the uses to be made of science 

and technology. 

The question was also raised of the extent of women's participation at all 

levels in research programmes such as those concerned with protein malnutrition, 

human fertility, population, low-cost housing materials, soil conservation and 

natural disasters. Those were all matters of special concern to women, who could 

play an important tole in determining the priorities of such programmes. 

The status of women in a given country reflected to a considerable extent the 

degree of development of that country. Any attempt to readjust relations between 

men and women without first restructuring relationships between the developed and 

developing countries would be unrealistic. She felt that, while the implications 

of that question should be more clearly identified in the Commission's report, 

draft resolutions VI, VII, VIII, X and XIV were related to the issues involved and 

provided some guidance for dealing with the question of the integratio~of women 

in developuent·. In particular, the proposals relating to the International Women's 
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Miss CAO PINNA (Italy) said that one of the questions raised by the 

Netherlands representative was whether or not the decision taken by the Commission 

on the Status of Women required endorsement by the Council. To that question her 

delegation replied in the affirmative. The decisions of the Commission on the 

Status of Women should be considered as substantive questions which should be 

approved or not. 

Similarly, the Netherlands representative had asked whether communications 

relating to the status of women should be dealt with by the Sub-Commission on 

Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities in conformity with 

Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII). In paragraph 182 of the report of the Commission 

on Human Rights it was stated that the Secretary-General distributed to the members 

of the Commission confidential lists of communications, replies of Governments and 

a confidential document of a statistical nature. A non-confidential list of 

communications containing a brief indication of the substance of each communication 

which dealt with principles involved in the promotion of universal respect for and 

observance of human rights was also distributed. The communications not selected by 

the Sub-Commission as revealing a consistent pattern of gross violations of human 

rights were considered by the Commission on Human Rights. The same procedure • 

should be followed in the Commission on the Status of Women. 

There were two procedures for dealing with communications on human rights. 

One of them, the more general procedure, was laid down in Economic and Social 

Council resolution 728 F (XXVIII). In resolution 1503 (XLVIII) the Economic and 

Social Council dealt only with communications relating to gross violations of 

human rights. 

She did not understand why the Commission on the Status of Women had taken the 

decision on communications relating to the status of women. 

She felt that the draft decision submitted by the Netherlands (E/AC.7/L.671) 

was worthy of merit and she was ready to support it. 

Mr. WIGGINS (United States of America) said that the decision concerning 

communications relating to the status of women had been adopted in the Commission 

on the Status of Women because the proposal made by the Soviet Union then appeared 

attractive to the members of the Commission since it advocated a single procedure 
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for dealing with communications. However, in the light of the subsequent debates 

and the clarifications made, it could be seen that the decision had been 

unfortunate. 

Nevertheless, the communications relating to the status of women provided the 

Commission with an indication of the discrimination which existed against women 

and supplied it with useful information. To send those communications to the 

Secretariat for consideration under Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII) would be to 

deprive the Commission on ~he Status of Women of that information. 

Consequently, his delegation supported the draft decision submitted by the 

Netherlands delegation in document E/AC.7/L.671. 

Mr. SPEEKENBRINK (Netherlands) stressed that the text of Council 

resolution 1503 (XLVIII) was not an amendment to Council resolution 728 F (XXVIII); 

nor did it replace that resolution. On the contrary, it was an addition, as was 

clearly indicated in paragraph 1 of resolution 1503 (XLVIII). 

The Economic and Social Council was duty bound to take a decision on the 

question. The decision of the Commission on the Status of Women raised the question 

of deletion. Under rule 10 of the rules of procedure of the functional commissions 

of the Economic and Social Council, the Commission could adopt such a decision. 

According to rule 6, the provisional agenda for each session of the functional 

commissions was based on decisions of the Economic and Social Council. Hence, 

the item on communications on the status of women should be included in the 

Commission's agenda. The decision of the Commission could not be considered as 

merely informative. On the contrary, it was necessary either to approve it or 

not to approve it. 

None of the resolutions mentioned provided that the non-confidential lists 

of communications on human rights should be sent to any other body but the 

Commission on Human Rights and the Commission on the Status of Women. If the 

communications on the status of women were not considered in the Commission on 

the Status of Women, they would not be considered in any other organ of the 

United Nations. The decision adopted by the Commission did not favour the 

interests of women. 

Mr. MACRAE (United Kingdom) said that in the Commission on the Status of 
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accepted at the European level~ Belgium intended to organize a symposium to discuss 

a basic theme of concern to the countries of the region~ with a view to formulating 

a long-term policy. 

Referring to draft resolution XIII, he agreed with the representative of 

Sweden that the draft should be referred to the twenty-ninth session of the General 

Assembly for consideration by the Sixth Committee. The Economic and Social Council 

shoul~, for the time being, simply take note of the draft so as not to prejudge the 

outcome of the Diplomatic Conference in Geneva and to avoid the fragmentation of 

humanitarian law. 

Mrs. BAZARKHAND (Mongolia) said that the Constitution of the Mongolian 

People's Republic provided for equal rights for women in all spheres of life and 

that there were also a number of laws designed to protect the interests of mothers 

and children. Women played an active part in the construction of the socialist 

society and currently accounted for 22.9 per cent of the members of Parliament, 

46 per cent of teachers, 50 per cent of physicians, 39.7 per cent of students at 

higher education institutions and 50.4 per cent of secondary school students. 

Her delegation supported the celebration of International Women's Year in 1975. 

In that year, Mongolia would undertake a special programme of activities throughout 

the country. As far as the international conference was concerned, her delegation 

hoped that the purposes and expected benefits of the conference would be carefully 

assessed in the light of the numerous suggestions put forward by other delegations. 

Her delegation had listened with great interest to the proposal to hold a special 

session of the General Assembly devoted to International Women's Year. That 

proposal deserved careful consideration by the Committee. 

Draft resolution I 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, while 

having no objection to the draft resolution as a whole, he wished to express some 

reservations with regard to the programme referred to in r~ragraph 1. Eis 

delegation intended to submit a number of amendments to the programme. 
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The CHAIRMAN suggested that the discussion of draft resolution I should 

be postponed until the Soviet Union delegation had submitted its amendments. 

Mr. BADAWI (Egypt) said that it would be helpful if the Secretariat could 

provide answers to the questions asked by delegations concerning the International 

Women's Year and the international conference. 

The CHAIRMAN said that he understood that the Secretariat would be able 

to provide the relevant information at the next meeting. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), referring to draft 

resolutions I and III, asked whether the Secretariat could tell the Committee what 

·related seminars and meetings had been held under United Nations auspices during 

1972 and 1973, and what specific events were planned for 1974 and 1975. 

Draft resolution II 

Draft resolution II was adopted. 

Draft resolution III 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that, since some questions relating to draft 

resolution III required clarification and since, in particular, more specific 

information was needed concerning the financial implications, the Committee should 

postpone consideration of it. 

It was so decided. 

Draft resolution IV 

Draft resolution IV was adopted. 

Draft resolution V 

Mr. BADAWI (Egypt) said that Egyptian women participated not only in the 

economic and social spheres but also in the civil and political life of the 

country. They were active in politics at the popular level and were also 

represented in the National Assembly and the Cabinet. However, the provisions of 

paragraph 1 of draft resolution V had to be understood in the context of the 
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of women. It would thus be artificial to establish a dividing line between 

communications concerning human rights and communications concerning the status 

of women; the procedure provided for in resolution 1503 (XLVIII) should apply 

to both. 

Consequently, his delegation supported the amendment proposed by Poland, and 

also considered the observation by Brazil to be very relevant. All the Committee 

could do for the time being was to take note and defer consideration of the question 

until a later stage, when the report of the Commission on Human Rights would be 

available. 

Mr. SRINIVASAN (India) proposed that the phrase "and to submit to the . 
Council at its sixtieth session a report on that matter" should be added at the end 

of the decision proposed by the Netherlands. 

Mr. CURTIN (Australia) said it might be preferable to request the 

Secretary-General to prepare his report for the fifty-eighth session of the Council. 

Mr. THOMPSON FLORES (Brazil) formally proposed that the following phrase 

should be inserted at the end of the text proposed by Poland for the last part of 

draft decision E/AC.7/L.671: "and requests the Secretary-General to prepare, for 

the fifty-eighth session of the Council, an explanatory report on all the relevant 

resolutions and procedures dealing· with communications concerning human rights". 

Mr. CURTIN (Australia) supported the Brazilian proposal and proposed 

that the words "with a view to allowing the Council to take a decision on the 

matter" should be added at the end of the Brazilian text. He also considered it 

would be preferable to say "bearing in mind the decision of the Commission on the 

Status of Women" rather than "takes note of the decision ••• ". 

Mr. SPEEKENBRINK (Netherlands) asked whether it would be possible to add 

to the Brazilian text the words rrand the status of women". 

Hr. THOi!'IPSON FLORES (Brazil) said he saw no objection to that proposal. 

Mr. SPEEKENBRINK (Netherlands) asked whether Poland would object if the 

text submitted by Brazil, with the Australian addition, which he found acceptable 

in principle, were amended so that the words 11status of women" were followed by 
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"requests the Secretary-General to prepare, ••• ". In that way, the Council would 

take no measures pending receipt of the information it had requested. In any case, 

the Commission on the Status of Women would cot meet in 1975 and th~re would be 

time to revert to the item with better preparation. 

Mr. ILOY (Congo) said that, as the representative of the Soviet Union 

had observed, resolution 1503 (XLVIII) established a clear and specific procedure 

for dealing with communications. Adoption of the Netherlands amendment would 

perpetuate a situation involving duplication, which the Polish amendment sought to 

avoid. 

If the Council wanted more information on procedural questions, it could 

add the text proposed by Brazil to the Po~ish amendment. It was unnecessary to 

perpetuate the division between communications concerning violations of human 

rights and communications concerning the sto.tus of ·vromen. Both cases i:p.volved 

violations of human rights. 

He urged the Netherlands representative not to insist on that division and to 

withdraw his request to the representative of Brazil to add a specific reference to 

communications concerning the status of women to the Brazilian text. 

Mr. LUBIK (Poland) said he could accept the text proposed by Brazil but 

not the amendment to that text suggested by Australia. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that in his view 

the best course would be to accept the original Brazilian text. He felt that the 

addition proposed by Australia was not very appropriate, since it would mean that 

the Council would have to reconsider the question of communications as a whole. 

The report by the Secretariat would give a complete picture of the procedure 

followed with regard to communications, which would be very useful for the purpose 

of a better understanding and application of that procedure. However, the report 

should not be used for the purpose of changing the existing procedure. 

Mr. CURTIN (Australia) said that he had submitted his suggestion with a 

view to reaching a better understanding in the Committee, and would not press it. 

He had no objections to the Fol.ish text, but would have preferred it to read 

"bearing in mind the decision of the Commission ••• ". 
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through a representative designated by the Chairman of the Commission on the Status 

of Women who had acted as an observer and also participated in the discussions of 

those two bodies •. The sponsors of draft resolution VII present in the Commission 

might be able to provide further elucidation. 

Mr. THOMPSON-FLORES (Brazil) said that, although there were some 

precedents for the representation of one body on another body, that was not the 

normal procedure in the United Nations and the adoption of paragraph 2 might lead to 

a proliferation of the practice. Since the matter had not been fully discussed in 

the Commission on the Status of Women, he questioned whether the time was ripe for 

a discussion of the matter in the Committee. 

Mr. SRINIVASAN (India) said that he was somewhat confused concerning the 

meaning of the second part of paragraph 2 of the draft resolution and the proposed 

role of the Commission in that context. It appeared that the assistance requested 

would be forthcoming from the Secretariat, so that the precise function of the 

Commission seemed unclear. 

Mr. BADAWI (Egypt) proposed that, in view of the importance of draft 

resolution VII, particularly since 1975 would mark the mid-point review and 

appraisal of the implementation of the International Development Strategy for the 

Second Development Decade, the wording of paragraph 2 should be changed and the 

draft resolution adopted forthwith. Without prejudging the competence of the 

Commission on the Status of Women to revert to the question of appointing a 

representative to attend meetings of the Committee for Development Planning and 

the Committee on Review and Appraisal, he proposed that paragraph 2 should be 

replaced by the following wording: 

"Invites the Committee for Development Planning and the Committee o~ 

Review and Appraisal to ~tilize the expertise available in the Secretariat in 

the field of women's integration in development when preparing comments on 

the entire review process". 

Mrs. HENDSCH (United States of America) said that, in view of the 
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importance of the role of women in all development programmes during the Second 

Development Decade and the importance attached by the Commission on the Status of 

Women to the enhancement of that role, it would be helpful if the Committee could 

be informed by the Secretariat of the implications for the Commission's programmes 

of the proposed change in the wording of paragraph 2 of draft resolution VII. 

There had been a great deal of discussion in the Commission concerning the slowness 

with which women were being integrated in the activities of the Second Development 

Decade. It had been felt that the increased involvement of the Commission on the 

Status of Women in the review and appraisal activities of the Committee on Review 

and Appraisal would assist the latter in making its final judgements in the 

mid-term review process. She felt that further clarification was necessary before 

the Committee proceeded to a vote. 

Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs) said that she was not at present in a position fully to 

answer the questions put. With regard to the aspect referred to by the Brazilian 

representative, she would point out that similar cases had arisen before. It had 

been customary for a representative of the Commission on the Status of Women to 

attend meetings of the Commission on Human Rights. While the terms of reference of 

neither body stipulated that that should always be the case, the practice had 

begun many years earlier, because both bodies dealth with human rights and the 

Commission on the Status of Women had originated as a sub-commission of the 

Commission on Human Rights and had been established as a separate functional 

commission because the question of women's rights was so wide a field, affecting as 

it did one half of mankind. That separation had taken place as early as 1946. 
• There was a close connexion between the issues before the two bodies, and 

representation of the Commission on the Status of Women on the Commission on Human 

Rights had helped the latter to follow the work of the Commission on the Status of 

Women and vice versa. From her own personal experience as a representative of the 

Commission on the Status of Women to the Commission on Human Rights, she had found 

that two-way interaction most valuable. 

In the first review and appraisal exercise, the question of the integration of 

women and the integration of youth, which was a vital part of the international 
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development strategy, had been completely ignored and there had been nothing on 

those questions in the relevant report or in the recommendations for the future. 

It had been her understanding that the Commission on the Status of Women had 

expressed the wish, at its last session, that someone having a full knowledge of 

the difficulties experienced by women should be present at meetings of the 

Committee for Development Planning and the Committee on Review and Appraisal to 

raise pertinent questions and report back to the Commission. She agreed that the 

question of the integration of women in development should not become a science in 

itself. Unfortunately, there had been a trend in that direction, because some of 

the sessions of the Commission on the Status of Women had been attended by women 

representing their Governments but not participating in other United Nations 

activities and not linked with other United Nations bodies. Very few 

representatives to the Commission on the Status of Women were represented on the 

Economic and Social Council or the organs of the General Assembly. 

In reply to the point raised by the United States representative, she replied 

that the Secretariat was always ready to give whatever assistance was requested of 

it. However, she did not know whether the Egyptian amendment would mean that a 

representative of the Secretariat would be required to be present in the two 

Committees on a permanent basis in order to raise questions as necessary in the 

course of the debate or whether the Secretariat would be required to play a 

passive role and merely make statements when specifically asked to. If more 

active participation was required, the Secretariat would be able to provide it, but 

she was not sure whether the Secretariat would be accorded the same importance as a 

person specifically designated by the Economic and Social Council to represent the 

Commission on the Status of Women and state its views. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the proposed 

Egyptian amendment was well justified. If the Chairman or a member of the 

Commission on the Status of Women participated in the meetings of the Committee for 

Development Planning or the Committee on Review and Appraisal, they would have to 

act within the terms of reference given them by the Commission and would not be in 

a position to speak in their personal capacity. The Commission on the 

Status of Women was an organ of the United Nations within its own strictly 
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delineated field. Other bodies, such as the Commission on Human Rights and the 

other functional commissions received documents prepared by the Commission on the 

Status of Women and took due account of them. 

In paragraph 6 of draft resolutiou VII, he proposed that the term 

"non-governmental organizations" should be preceded by the word "competent" and 

followed by the words "in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council". 

With regard to paragraph 8, in the light of the comments made by the Italian 

and Egyptian representatives, he rather doubted whether the Secretary-General 

would be able to submit to the Commission on the Status of Women at its next 

session such a broad report, covering budgetary expenditures involved in the 
• 

implementation of programmes for women for the current biennium and the following 

biennium. It would be desirable to allow the Secretary-General flexibility in 

the preparation of the report, al.though exact figures would be useful if they 

could be provided. Specific injunctions as to what should be included in the 

report were inappropriate, because they would place an unnecessary burden on the 

Secretary-General. 

Mrs. HENDSCH· (United States of America) pointed out that the requests 

contained in draft resolution VII were the result of long deliberations in the 

Commission on the Status of Women on how to ensure the full integration of women 

in development. It had been felt that more action was necessary in order to make 

progress. The Commission had attached great importance to the integration of 

women in development, which was a major item in the programme for International 

Women's Year and the related international conference. It felt that the information 

requested was important and necessary for its further recommendations in that 

field. She urged the Economic and Social Council to bear that in mind before 

taking action to limit the information to be made available to the Commission in 

its future work. 

Mr. CURTIN (Australia) thought that consideration of draft resolution VII 

should be postponed. He agreed that paragraph 2 needed to be changed, perhaps along 

the lines of the Egyptian amendment. He was not entirely sure that the last two 

lines of paragraph 6 were necessary. Paragraph 7 also required study. 
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Mrs. MAIR {Jamaica) reiterated that the Commission had made every effort 

to ensure that the integration of women in development was given the fullest 

consideration in the review and appraisal of the International Development Strategy. 

The original recommendations of the Commission on the Status of Women should 

therefore receive appropriate attention. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee should postpone further 

consideration of draft resolution VII and the proposed changes until its next 

meeting. 

It was so decided. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN {E/5451; E/AC.7/L.G)c, paras. 22-24 
L.653, L.654, L.657, L.658) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the members of the Committee to continue their 

consideration of draft resolution VII {Implementation of a programme of concerted 

international action to promote the advancement of women and tHeir inte~ration in 

development ) . 

Mrs. HENDSCH (United States of America) proposed that paragraph 2 should 

be amended to read: 

"Reguests the Committee for Development Planning and the Committee on 

Review and Appraisal, when preparing comments on the entire review process, to 

utilize the expertise available in the Secretariat in the field of women's 

integration in development and to take fully into account the recommendations 

and conclusions of the various seminars organized under United Nations auspices 

in this field, including the interregional meeting of experts of June 1972." 

Her delegation could accept the amendment suggested by the delegation of the 

USSR concerning non-governmental organizations. 

She suggested that paragraph 8 should be reworded as follows, in order to 

clarify its meaning: 

"Reguests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission on the Status 

of Women at its twenty-sixth session a report on the allocation of funds and 

personnel to separate and identify programmes for women within existing 

development programmes being undertaken by the United Nations system of 

organizations aimed at achieving the goals and objectives of the Second United 

Nations Development Decade and of General Assembly resolution 2716 {XXV) for 

the current biennium and the proposed increase for the next proposed biennium." 
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l1r. LUBIK (Poland) proposed that paragraph 8 be amended to read: 

"Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the Commission on the Status 

of Women at its twenty-sixth session on the part played by women in achieving the 

goals and objectives of the Second United Nations DevelopmEnt Decade and of General 

Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV)". The last three lines of the original version of 

the paragraph should be deleted. 

He also suggested that paragraph 10 should·be deleted. 

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs) asked the representative of Poland to clarify his 

delegation's amendment to paragraph 8, since, if it were adopted, the exact scope 

of the report requested would not be specified. In the original text it was clear 

that the report would refer to programmes for women in the United Nations system of 

organizations. She would like to know whether, according to the Polish amendment, 

the report would refer only to United Nations programmes or also to programmes at 

the national level and, if the latter were the case, she asked how the relevant 

information on national programmes would be obtained. 

Mr. LUBIK (Poland) said that he would answer Mrs. Bruce's question 

subsequently. He had suggested that the last part of paragraph 8, which referred to 

financial implications, should be deleted because he saw no need for such a 

reference. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the United 

States amendment to paragraph 2 was very similar. to that proposed by the Egyptian 

delegation. The only.difference was that the United States proposed that the 

Committee for Development Planning and the Committee on Review and Appraisal should 

take fully into account the various seminars organized under United Nations auspices. 

His delegation had difficulties with that suggestion, because it was not certain to 

what extent United Nations organs could receive proposals from seminars. It would 

be best to achieve a balance between the work of the Committee on Review and 

Appraisal and the Committee for Development Planning, on the one hand, and the 

Commission on the Status of Women, on the other. For that purpose, it would be 

sufficient for the two Committees mentioned to take into account the recommendations 

of the Commission on the Status of Women concerning the objectives referred to in 

the draft resolution. It would not then be necessary to refer to the seminars. 
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Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs), referring to the amendment submitted by the delegation of 

the United States, said that it must be determined whether the reference to seminars 

also included the intergovernmental consultations on development to be carried out 

in the various regions. 

Mr. SRINIVASAN (India) said that, if the United States amendment to 

paragraph 2 of the draft resolution was accepted, paragraph 4 would no longer be 

necessary. 

Mrs. GEORGE (Trinida~ and Tobago), supported by Mrs. HENDSCH (United 

States of America) and Mr. WILSON (Liberia), said that, in view of the difficulties 

arising from draft resolution VII and from the number of amendments submitted, it 

would be better to postpone a decision so that the amendments could be circulated 

in writing to members of the Committee. 

Mr. DUMAS (France) and Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 

supported the suggestion of the representative of Trinidad and Tobago; the 

Secretariat should circulate the amendments in writing so that delegations would 

have a basis upon which to establish informal contacts with the sponsors of 

amendments. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if there were no objections, she would consider 

that the Committee decided to postpone consideration of draft resolution VII until 

delegations had submitted their amendments in writing. 

It was so decided. 

Draft resolution IX 

Mr. BROAD (United Kingdom) said that, since draft resolution IX of the 

Commission had been adopted by consensus, his delegation had no insuperable 

difficulty with it. However, the Commission had not given sufficient attention to 

the wider considerations that governed questions of personnel management, and 

consequently the draft resolution displayed ambiguity and omissions which the 

Committee might wish to rectify. 
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For that reason, he proposed two amendments to draft resolution IX 

(E/AC. 7/L.654). The first referred to paragraph 1, in which the words "in strict 

accordance with equitable geographical distribution" would be replaced by the 

words "without prejudice to the provisions of Article 101 of the Charter". The 

reference to Article 101 of the Charter would ensure that both equitable 

geographical distribution and the highest standard of efficiency were ensured. 

The second amendment concerned paragraph 3, in which it was proposed to delete 

the words "without any financial implications" and insert "within existing budget 

allocations". While his delegation had doubts concerning the proliferation 

of advisory committees whose task, as in the present case, could be carried out by 

the respective personnel departments within the existing system, it did not wish 

to oppose such a suggestion. The phrase "without any financial implications" 

represented an impracticable proposal and it would therefore be more realistic to 

replace it by the phrase he had proposed. 

Although he had not submitted an amendment to paragraph 4, he would like to 

place on record that, in his delegation's view, the information requested was 

already available so far as the United Nations was concerned in the documentation 

submitted annually by the Secretary-General to the Fifth Committee. On 

18 December 1973, the General Assembly had adopted a decision, on the recommendation 

of the Fifth Committee, taking note of the Secretary-General's report on 

differential treatment based on sex under the Staff Regulations and Staff Rules, on 

the understanding that specific proposals for action would be submitted to the 

General Assembly at its twenty-ninth session. In his delegation's view, the 

decision was parallel to that mentioned in paragraph 4 of draft resolution IX and 

would be taken into account when the Secretary-General reported to the thirtieth 

session of the General Assembly. 

Furthermore, he suggested deletion of the words "especially those" from the 

second preambular paragraph. 

Mr. BERLIS (Canada) said that paragraph 2 urged the Secretary-General to 

adopt a more flexible and positive approach in the recruitment of women. Perhaps 

the word "positive" could be understood to mean that efforts should be made to 

recruit more women. The word "flexible" was somewhat vague and he would like some 

clarification. 
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Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs) said that it was possible that the Commission had felt that 

the word "flexible" was the opposite of "in strict accordance with equitable 

geographical distribution". For example, there might be qualified women who came 

from ccuntries whose quotas were already filled. The use of the word 11 flexiblen 

might also mean that, rather than waiting for applicants, the United Nations should 

carry out a campaign to request Governments to encourage women to submit 

applications for employment and propose candidates. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Societ Socialist Republics) reserved the right to 

speak at a later stage concerning the remaining draft resolutions. The importance 

of draft resolution IX should be viewed in the context of Chapter XV 8f the Charter. 

The United Kingdom had proposed amendments which his delegation could accept in 

principle, particularly the amendment to paragraph 3. 

The contents of the fourth preambular paragraph did not belong in a resolution 

of the Economic and Social Council. Furthermore, the last part of the fifth 

preambular paragraph was unnecessary. 

With regard to the operative part of the draft resolution, he stressed the 

need to recall Article 101 of the Charter.There existed clear provisions governing 

the recruitment of personnel, including that Article of the Charter and the Staff 

Regulatfons. Although the United Kingdom amendment to paragraph l was acceptable, 

it would be preferable to formulate it affirmatively. The expression "in strict 

accordance with equitable geographical distribution" could be replaced by the words 

"in strict accordance with the Charter of the United Nations". In· the same 

paragraph, the reference to international, regional and national levels in the 

United Nations was unclear. United Nations bodies were not at all national in 

character. The last four words of the paragraph contributed nothing and could be 

deleted. 

With regard to paragraph 2, the Secretary-General was always guided by the 

provisions of the Charter. The words "in accordance with their constituent acts 

and the Staff Regulations" could be inserted after the words "United Nations 

system". 

With regard to paragraph 3, he endorsed the remarks of the representative of 

the United Kingdom concerning the proliferation of committees. Moreover, it was 

unclear what type of advisory committee would be established. Bodies already 
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existed which dealt specifically with personnel matters. He doubted whether it 

was necessary for the Economic and Social Council to request the Secretary-General 

to establish a new body. Accordingly, paragraph 3 could be deleted. 

Lastly, far from objecting to the recruitment of qualified women, his 

delegation favoured such a policy. However, the provisions of the Staff 

Regulations and the United Nations Charter must not be forgotten. 

Mrs. GEORGE (Trinidad and Tobago), introducing her delegation's amendment 

to paragraph 1 of draft resolution IX (E/AC.7/L.657), said that her delegation had 

deemed it appropriate to table the amendment because it considered that the 

expression "in strict accordance with equitable geographical distribution" posed 

an obstacle to the recruitment of male and female personnel from the developing 

countries. 

Her delegation could accept the version proposed by the USSR delegation, 

minus the word "strict". 

Mr. THOMPSON FLORES (Brazil), referring to the amendment submitted by 

Trinidad and Tobago, said that the deletion of the reference to the principle of 

geographical distribution would give priority to the principle of the balance 

between the sexes in the recruitment of personnel. However, geographical 

distribution was equally important, particularly for the developing countries. He 
• could accept the deletion of the adjective "strict", but not the deletion of the 

reference to the p~inciple of geographical distribution. 

Paragraph 2 gave the·impression that the Secretary-General was being asked to 

apply more flexible - in other words - more partial criteria in the recruitment of 

women. The adjective "qualified" was used only in connexion with the assignments 

given to women; accordingly, the word "qualified" should also be inserted after 

the words "recruitment of". 

Mr. BROAD (United Kingdom) said that, after hearing the remarks 

concerning the amendment proposed by his delegation (E/AC.7/L.654), he wished to 

propose the following amendment to the paragraph in question, which would read as 

follows: "1. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations as well as the 

executive heads of all organizations of the United Nations system to take all 

necessary measures in order to ensure, in accordance with the Charter of the United 

Nations and taking into account the principle of equitable geographical 

distribution, ••• ". The rest of the paragraph would remain unchanged. 
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Mr. VALTASAARI (Finland) objected to the existing version of the second 

preambular paragraph. The final clause, "especially those relevant to the status 

of women", should be deleted; moreover, the expression "this has resulted in" in 

the third line seemed excessive and could be replaced by the phrase "this has 

promoted". 

Mr. KACIMAIWAI (Fiji) said that the phrase "this has resulted in a more 

effective implementation of the aims and progranmes of the United Nations", in the 

second preambular paragraph of the draft resolution, was an exaggeration and was 

" insulting to men; it should be replaced by the words "this has not diminished . . . . 
Mr. THOMPSON FLORES (Brazil), reverting to the second preambular 

paragraph, said that perhaps it should be deleted. With regard to paragraph 1, he 

emphasized what he had stated concerning the importance of geographical distribution 

for the developing countries and added that his delegation could accept the 

United Kingdom proposal. 

Mr. SRINIVASAN (India) endorsed the Brazilian representative's position 

concerning paragraph 1 and said that it was national Governments which, in proposing 

candidates for Secretariat posts, should be concerned with maintaining a balance 

between the sexes. 

Mrs. SHUEH Jen-wu (China) said that the spirit displayed at the twenty­

fifth session of the Commission on the Status of Women should be maintained in 

connexion with the recruitment of women in the Secretariat. 

Mrs. GEORGE (Trinidad and Tobago) said th~t her. delegation accepted the 

suggestion of Brazil to delete the second preambular paragraph entirely. With 

regard to paragraph 1, her delegation could accept the amendment proposed by the 

United Kingdom delegation. 

Mr. OSMAN (Egypt) endorsed the Brazilian proposal to delete the second 

preambular paragraph, which expressed a highly objectionable value judger:ent. 

With regard to paragraph 1, his delegation supported the text just proposed by 

the United Kingdom. 

Mr. von KYAW (Federal Republic of Germany) endorsed the United Kingdom 

amendment to paragraph 1 (E/AC.7/L.654). 
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With regard to the second preambular paragraph, he suggested that the third 

line should be replaced by the following: "this has contributed to the effective 

implementation ••• ". He also suggested that the last phrase in the paragraph should 

be deleted. 

Mr. KACIMAIWAI (Fiji) supported the text proposed by the delegation of 

the Federal Republic of Germany, for it was true that women had performed 

satisfactory work in the United Nations and that fact should be acknowledged in' 

the draft resolution. 

With regard to paragraph 2, he proposed that the word "flexible" in the third 

line should be replaced by the word "equitable". 

Mr. THOMPSON FLORES (Brazil) said that, since the Committee did not 

appear to agree concerning the second preambular paragraph, he wished to propose 

that it should read as follows: "Noting with appreciation that the appointment of 

women to positions of responsibility in the United Nations system of organizations 

has contributed to the effective implementation of the aims and programmes of the 

United Nations,". 

Mr. von KYAW (Federal Republic of Germany) said that pis delegation 

supported the text proposed by the Brazilian delegation. 

Mr. BROAD (United Kingdom) said that his delegation also endorsed the 

text proposed by the Brazilian delegation. 

Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and 

Hum~itarian Affairs) said that she had to approach the debate from a personal point 

of view, since she had recently been appointed to a high post in the United Nations 

system. From that standpoint, she hesitated to accept the proposed texts and 

believed that the best solution would be to conform strictly to the United Nations 

Charter. 

Mrs. GEORGE (Trinidad and Tobago) said that her delegation was 

disappointed that the Brazilian delegation had preferred to submit an amendment to 

the second preambular paragraph rather than delete it. If that paragraph was not 

deleted, her delegation would prefer to retain the original language. 

Mr. THOMPSON FLORES (Brazil), supported by Mr. von KYAW (Federal Republic 

of Germany), said that in the light of the discussion it would seem most appropriate 

to delete the paragraph. 
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The CHAIRMAN said that~ if there were no objections~ she would take it 

that the Committee decided to delete the second preambular paragraph of draft 

resolution IX. 

It was so decided. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) suggested that the words 

"international~ regional and national" at the end of paragraph 1 should be deleted. 

The CHAIRMAN said that~ if there were no objections~ she would take it 

that the Committee decided to delete the words "international~ regional and 

national" at the end of paragraph 1. 

It was so decided. 

Mr. THOMPSON FLORES (Brazil), referring to operative paragraph 2, said 

that he had proposed the insertion of the word "qualified" after the words 

"recruitment of". 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) recalled his suggestion 

that, in order to take account of the Staff Regulations, the words "in accordance 

with the Staff Regulations" should be inserted after the word "adopt" in operative 

paragraph 2. 

Mr. OSMAN (Egypt) suggested~ in view of the ambiguity of the expression 

"a more flexible and positive approach", the following revised text: ."Requests the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations as well as the executive heads of all 

organizations of the United Nations system, in order to attain this objective, to 

give greater attention to the recruitment and promotion of women~ as well as to the 

assignments given to them". 

The Soviet representative's proposal for a reference to the Staff Regulations 

was acceptable~ as was the insertion of the word "qualified". However, the 

Secretary-General was always guided by the Staff Regulations~ and persons who were 

recruited were always "qualified". 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) supported the amendment 

suggested by the representative of Egypt. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if there was no objection, she would take it that 

the Committee wished to adopt the new revised text of operative paragraph 2. 

It was so decided. 

I ... 



E/AC.7/SR.728 -78-

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) formally proposed, in 

reply to a question by the Chairman, that operative paragraph 3 should be deleted. 

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs) said that, when operative paragraph 3 had been under 

consideration in the Commission on the Status of Women, the reference to financial 

implications had been added to make it clear that the establishment of an advisory 

committee was being requested within the limits of existing resources. The need 

for such a body had also been stressed. The intention had not been to establish 

one committee common to all organizations; rather, each organization should 

establish an advisory committee with the resources available. 

Mr. BERLIS (Canada) said that the English text was not at all clear on 

that point, although the French text was. Either it should be specified that the 

advisory committee would be established within each organization or the term 

"advisory committee 11 should be put in the plural. 

Mr. SPEEKENBRINK (Netherlands) said that the organizations already had 

their own staff committees, and he wondered whether the establishment of an 

advisory committee of the kind proposed would not involve duplication. 

Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs) said it might be best to place on record the fact that what 

was wanted was an advisory committee within the secretariat of each organization. 

Although some proposal was needed on how to achieve a better balance in the 

United Nations system, the existing staff committee had not yet considered the 

question. An informal group had been set up to try to determine what could be 

done to promote the advancement of women in the Organization. 

In view of certain pressures, the Secretary-General had considered the 

desirability of establishing a committee to advise him on that point. It was quite 

proper to recommend that the possibility of appointing a few persons to advise the 

Secretary-General on the subject should be considered. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) expressed surprise at 

the reference to pressures on the Secretary-General. There were already various 

groups responsible for personnel questions, and there was no need to establish an 

advisory committee which would serve no useful purpose. His delegation was not 
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opposed to there being more women in the United Nations system; it merely had 

doubts as to the desirability of establishing a new advisory commdttee. 

The organizations had their own regulations, and the Economic and Social 

Council could not decide what they should do. The Secretary-General and the 

secretariats of the organizations would have to consider that question as a whole. 

Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and 

Hun:.anitarian Affairs) said that, in speaking of "pressures", she had been referring 

to a recent series of articles in the press on the appointment of women to positions 

of responsibility in the United Nations. As to the phrase under discussion, the 

problem could perhaps be solved by replacing the words "establish an advisory 

committee" by "consider the desirability of establishing an advisory committee". 

Mr. SPEEKENBRINK (Netherlands) wondered whether the question had not 

already been discussed in ACC. In view of the wording of paragraph 2, which had 

just been adopted, it was doubtful whether paragraph 3 was really necessary. 

Mr. BROAD (United Kingdom) a~eed that paragraph 3 should be deleted • 

. Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs), replying to the comments made by the representative of the 

Netherlands, said that ACC had not so far considered the question, but would do so 

at the summer session of the Economic and Social Council. 

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the proposal for the deletion of paragraph 3. 

The proposal was adopted by 19 votes to none, with 22 abstentions. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if there was no objection, she would take it that 

draft resolution IX, as amended, was adopted. 

It was so decided. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) pointed out that the 

reference to paragraph 3 in operative paragraph 4 of the resolution was 

inappropriate, since in the final version paragraph 3 had been deleted. 

Draft resolution VI 

Mr. THOMPSON FLORES (Brazil) introduced the amendments to draft 

resolution VI (E/AC.7/L.658) on behalf of his delegation and the other sponsors. 
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The first amendment would insert a new paragraph similar to one already 

included in Economic and Social Council resolution 1763 (LIV). 

The second amendment would replace the fourth preambular paragraph - which, if 

the first amendment was adopted, would become the fifth paragraph - by a more 

balanced text stating that the advancement of women was a result of development, 

rather than the other way round. 

Where operative paragraph 3 was concerned, the amendment to the introductory 

part was based on the principle that every country was entitled to choose its own 

guidelines for the formulation of its population policies and therefore it was 

inappropriate that using the report of the Special Rapporteur as a guideline should 

be made oblig'atory. The rest of the sentence would become subparagraph (a), and 

the other subparagraphs would be relettered accordingly. In addition, it was 

proposed that the words "when appropriate" should be inserted after the word 

"promotion" in the present subparagraph (b), which would become subparagraph (c). 

With regard to paragraph 4, the sponsors of the amendment considered that 

distribution of the report of the Special Rapporteur to Member States was acceptable 

but that the remainder of the paragraph was not. 

The deletion of paragraph 7 (a) was proposed because to adopt such a provision 

would mean giving a blank cheque to the Secretary-General, who would be able to 

undertake all kinds of studies the financial implications of which could not be 

foreseen. 

With respect to the last preambular paragraph of resolution VI, he proposed 

that the word "basic" before the word "principles" should be deleted, together with 

the phrase "and defines basic concepts which are highly relevant". 

Mr. SCHWARTZ GIRON (Spain) said he agreed with the amendments in 

document E/AC.7/L.658, since in his opinion they improved the text of draft 

resolution VI. 

With regard to operative paragraph 3, his delegation had some doubts about 

using the report of the Special Rapporteur, not because the report was unimportant 

but because it considered that each country should be free to fo~ulate its own 

population policies. Moreover, the way in which the paragraph was worded seemed to 

imply that Member States should use the report without waiting for the conclusions 

that might be reached at the World Population Conference in Bucharest. 
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Miss JAUREGUIBERRY (Argentina) reiterated that her delegation was opposed 

to draft resolution VI because, as had been stated during the debates in the 

Commission on the Status of ivomen, it objected to the philosophy underlying the 

draft resolution in so far as the status of women was closely linked to family 

planning. 

Her delegation appreciated that that short-coming was not directly 

attributable to the Special Rapporteur but was due to the way in which she had been 

requested to carry out the study; nevertheless it regretted that other factors 

which influenced the status of women, such as education, the creation of greater 

opportunities for employment and the en~ctment of laws that would consider women 

harmoniously in their triple role as individuals, mothers and workers, had not been 

duly assessed. 

Nor could her delegation accept the assertion that reducing population growth 

was a prerequisite for development; that theory could only apply in specific 

conditions of extreme shortage of natural resources and, even so, it should be 

accompanied by a change in the productive and socio-economic structure in which 

the role of women would be given consideration so that they could become 

effectively involved in all spheres of activity in a country. 

The meeting rose at 6 p.m. 
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729th meeting Friday, 26 April 1974, 
at 11 a.m. 

Chairman: Mr. SMID (Czechoslovakia) 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN (E/5451; E/AC.7/L.652, 
paras. 22-24, E/AC.7/L.653, L.655, L.656, L.658-663) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to continue its consideration of the 

draft resolutions contained in chapter I of the Commission's report {E/5451) and 

the amendments thereto. 

Draft resolution XII 

Draft resolution XII was adopted. 

Draft resolution XIII 

Mr. STAHL (Sweden) recalled that,in its general statement 

(E/AC.7/SR.725), his delegati~n had made some reservations concerning certain 

provisions of draft resolution XIII and had concluded by stating that it might 

be wise to submit the report of the Secretary-General in document E/CN.6/586, as 

well as draft resolution XIII, to the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly 

to be considered in the Sixth Committee under the item "Respect for human rights 

in ar:rred conflicts", under which head the report on the first session of the 

Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 

Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflict would be discussed. The Committee 

should recommend to the Economic and Social Council that, if the Council adopted 

draft resolution XIII, it should in its report to the General Assembly make 

a recommendation that the draft resolution be considered in the Sixth Committee. 

Mr. SPEEKENBRINK (Netherlands), said that the question of the 

enhancement and development of the principles of international humanitarian law 

was being dealt with by the Diplomatic Conference at Geneva. The draft 

declaration submitted by the Commission on the Status of Women could not be 

separated from that work. His delegation believed that the draft declaration 

should be regarded as a suggestion made by the Commission for the further 

development of international humanitarian law on a matter which was, indeed, 
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of great importance. Consequently, the Economic and Social Council should not 

express itself on the substance of the draft declaration on the protection of 

women and children in emergency and armed conflict by recommending its adoption 

to the General Assembly. Without prejudging the substance of the draft, his 

delegation would for that reason abstain in the vote on draft resolution XIII. 

Miss CAO-PINNA (Italy) said that the Economic and Social Council should 

be extremely cautious in dealing with the proposed draft declaration set forth 

in resolution XIII, in the light of current developments in the international 

community. As the Netherlands representative had pointed out, the question was 

under consideration by the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and 

Development of International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflict, being 

held at Geneva, which had not yet completed its work. The Diplomatic Conference 

had set up a working group on the question of incendiary weapons, and that 

working group was to meet in April. It would therefore seem advisable to wait 

until the working group had completed its task. She wondered whether the Swedish 

representative could agree to a recommendation that consideration of the draft 

declaration should be postponed until the Diplomatic Conference at Geneva had 

completed its work, although that would not happen before the commencement of the 

twenty-ninth session of the General.Assembly. 

Mr. BADAWI (Egypt) recalled that, in his general statement, he had made 

known his delegation's position concerning the importance of the draft declaration 

contained in draft resolution XIII. His delegation would not object to the text 

being discussed by the Sixth Committee after its adoption by the Economic and 

Social Council. The Economic and Social Council, in its resolution 1687 (LII) 

had requested the Secretary-General and the Commission on the Status of Women to 

consider the desirability of drafting a declaration on the subject of the 

protection of women and children in emergency and armed conflict, and the 

Commission could not remain blind to the torment being suffered by women and 

children in various parts of the world. Similarly, it would be a sad omission 

for the Council to fail to take action on the draft declaration that had been 

prepared. The Council had full competence to state its position on the matter, 

and it should recommend adoption of the declaration to the General Assembly. 
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The declaration was general in nature and merely reflected the just concern 

of the international community on a vital subject. There was no reason why 

action to protect women and children in emergency and armed conflict should be 

delayed until the conclusion of the Diplomatic Conference at Geneva. In order 

to stress the urgent need for action, he cited the atrocities committed in the 

village of Wirijami, Mozambique, on 16 December 1972, which were described in 

detail in paragraph 112 of the Secretary-General's report on the protection of 

women and children in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace, 

self-determination, national liberation and independence {E/CN.6/586). Similar 

atrocities against women and children were being committed in other parts of 

the world such as southern Africa and the Middle East. For all those reasons, 

the Economic and Social Council should adopt the draft declaration in draft 

resolution XIII. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) stressed that in 

the Commission no vote had been cast against the draft resolution, whose 

adoption had been one of the most substantial achievements of the Commission's 

twenty-fifth session. The question of the protection of women and children 

in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle :for peace, self-determination, 

national liberation and independence was mas~ important and urgent. Emergency 

situations posed special threats to women and children, who were extremely 

vulnerable population groups. The draft declaration was a substantive 

contribution to the guaranteeing of their protection. His delegation believed 

that the Economic and Social Council should adopt the resolution containing it 

at its current session and thereby play a small part in resolving a major issue. 

He fully agreed with the Egyptian representative's remarks concerning the 

importance and timeliness of the issue under discussion. While his delegation 

did not feel that there was any direct link between the Geneva Diplomatic 

Conference, which was concerned with the whole range of issues relating to 

humanitarian law applicable in armed conflict, it nevertheless believed that 

the adoption of the draft declaration would assist the Geneva Conference in its 

work. Accordingly, his delegation would support draft resolution XIII and 

appealed to other delegations to do likewise. 
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Mr. VALTASAARI (Finland) said that, in the Commission on the Status 

of Women, his delegation had voted in favour of draft resolution XIII, but had 

stated that the text of the draft declaration as presently worded was incomplete 

and should be brought into line with the 1949 Geneva Conventions. His 

delegation had understood a~ that time that the question would be discussed 

by the Geneva Conference before the Economic and Social Council met and that 

the Economic and Social Council would take a decision in the light of the 

conclusions of the Conference. However, the Conference had not yet completed 

its work. 

He supported the Swedish view that the question should be discus&tu by the 

competent organ of the General Assembly. However, as an indication of its 

support for the concept of ensuring protection for women and children in 

emergency and armed conflict, his delegation wotlid vote in favour of draft 

resolution XIII, on the understanding that the text of the draft declaration 

would be finalized by the General Assembly. 

Miss ILIC (Yugoslavia) said that, as her delegation had stated in the 

general debate, draft resolution XIII was extremely important and her delegation 

would support it. Her delegation could not agree to postponement of the 

discussion and referral of the text to another body. The Economic and Social 

Council was fully competent to discuss the question. Draft resolution XIII 

was based on humanitarian considerations, and it was untrue to say that adoption 

of the draft declaration would prejudice the work of the Geneva Conference. 

Mr. TEMBOURY (Spain) emphasized the necessity of taking urgent steps 

to ensure the protection of women and children in emergency and armed conflict. 

Although the most appropriate forum for discussion of that issue was the 

Geneva Conference, there would be no conflict of interests if the Economic and 

Social Council adopted the draft declaration set forth in draft resolution XIII 

and submitted it to the Geneva Conference as a contribution to its work. 

Accordingly, his delegation would support draft resolution XIII. 

Mr. WILSON (Liberia) supported the views expressed by the 

representatives of Egypt, Yugoslavia and the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics. While the Geneva Conference was under way, women and children 

were dying in southern Africa, the Middle East and Viet-Nam. Draft 

resolution XIII was strictly humanitarian in nature, and his delegation would 

vote in favour of it. 
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Mr. CHABALA (Zambia) said that his delegation fully supported the 

content of draft resolution XIII, which it considered, for the reasons already 

given by other delegations, to be of the highest importance. 

Mrs. ENOKIDANI (Japan) said that, if draft resolution XIII was put to 

the vote - as she hoped it would be - her delegation would abstain, for the 

reasons given by the representatives of Italy and the Netherlands. 

Mr. ROUX-LOPEZ (Mexico) said that his delegation would abstain in the 

vote on draft resolution XIII, for the reasons given by the representative 

of Japan, the Netherlands, Sweden and Finland. 

Mr. LUBIK (Poland) said that, for fue reasons given by the 

representatives of Egypt, the USSR and Liberia, his delegation woul1 support 

draft resolution XIII. 

Mr. ROUX (Belgium) said that, for the reasons he had stated the 

previous day and for the reasons stated by the Swedish representative, his 

delegation would abstain in the vote. 

Mrs. BAZARKHAND (Mongolia) said that her delegation believed that the 

adoption of d~aft resolution XIII and the draft declaration contained therein 

would be a major contribution to International Women's Year, and she joined the 

representatives of Egypt, Yugoslavia, the USSR, Liberia and Poland in supporting 

that resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee should proceed to vote on 

draft resolution XIII, on the understanding that the statements made would 

be duly reflected in the Committee's report and in the summary records. 

Draft resolution XIII was adopted by 31 votes to none, with 12 abstentions. 

Mr. DUMAS (France), speaking in explanation of vote, said that the 

question of the protection of women and children in emergency and armed conflict 

was one of constant major concern to his delegation. However, as his delegation 

believed that the issue was very closely related to the broader question of 

humanitarian law in general, it was not sure whether it was appropriate for the 

Committee to take a decision on the subject while the Geneva Conference was still 

in session. It was solely for that reason that his delegation had abstained in 

the vote on draft resolution XIII. 
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Mr. von KYAW (Federal Republic of Germany), speaking in explanation of 

vote, said that 3 with regard to resolution XIII, his delegation shared the view 

that civilian populations, including women and children, required more effective 

protection in all kinds of armed conflict, including those referred to in 

resolution XIII. However, his delegation had considered it advi&able to abstain in 

the vote on that resolution. It had given priority to the more general 

consideration of how best to serve, in the long term, the development and the 

effective observance of international humanitarian law. The fragmentation of that 

law by the creation of specific rules for specific groups within the civilian 

population and for specific kinds of conflicts, whose definition as a "struggle 

for peace 11
, for example, -would depend on the motivations of the belligerents , could 

not be in the interest of those needing protection. 

In order to ensure the harmonization of resolution XIII with the Geneva 

Conventions and, in particular, with the results of the Geneva Diplomatic Conference 

on the Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian Law Applicable 

in Armed Conflict, his delegation supported the proposal made by the Swedish 

delegation to have resolution XIII examined in that context by the Sixth Committee 

of the General Assembly, and.he hoped that that would be reflected in the 

Economic and Social Council report to the General Assembly. 

Mr. BROAD (United Kingdom) said that l1is delegation had abstained in the 

vote on draft resolution XIII in the Commission on the Status of Women and had 

explained on that occasion its serious misgivings. Those misgivings arose from the 

fact that the resolution was related to ill-defined types of conflicts and because 

it referred to "States", rather than to parties to conflicts. His delegation felt 

that the question should be considered in the context of the Geneva Conference and 

that the draft declaration should be considered by the Sixth Committee of the 

General Assembly in the course of its general consideration of the report of the 

Geneva Conference • 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Swedish delegation had proposed that the 

Committee should recommend to the Economic and Social Council that the Council, 

if it adopted resolution XIII, should also recommend to the General Assembly that the 

resolution should be considered by the Sixth Committee. He asked whether there 
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were any objections to the inclusion of such a recommendation in the Committee's 

report. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the report 

of the Committee cculd indicate that the resolution might be considered by the 

Sixth Committee, but that the Economic and Social Council was not competent 

to recommend that the question should be considered by the Sixth Committee. The 

General Committee would as usual be responsible for allocating the items to the 

Committees of the General Assembly, and it could be asked to take into account 

the views of the Council on the subject. 

Miss CAO-PINNA (Italy} supported the views expressed by the representative 

of Finland. The question of human rights in armed conflicts had initially been 

dealt with by the Third Committee, but at the last session of the General Assembly 

it had been entrusted to the Sixth Committee. Since the matter of the protection 

of women and children in armed conflicts was part of the broader question of 

respect for human rights in armed conflicts, she also supported the Swedish 

proposal. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) saiJ that the Third 

Committee had indeed previously considered a range of questions concerning 

international humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts and, despite the 

division of work with the Sixth Committee, continued to cover certain aspects of 

the problem, such as the protection of journalists engaged in dangerous missions 

in areas of armed conflict. A compromise should therefore be reached, reflecting 

the views expressed by those delegations which had abstained in the voting, and 

leaving the matter to be decided by the General Committee. 

Mr. STAHL (Sweden) said that his delegation's proposal should be 

interpreted as meaning that the General Assembly would decide whether or not the 

resolution was referred to the Sixth Committee. 

The Swedish proposal was adopted by 17 votes to 8, with 15 abstentions. 

Draft resolution XIV 

Draft resolution XIV was adopted. 

Draft resolution VI 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that population 

policy was part of each State's socio-economic policy, and that individual/ .•• 
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decisions on family size were influenced by the prevailing socio-economic 

conditions. Therefore, without radical socio-economic reform, attempts to regulate 

the birth rate would meet with little success. Moreover, measures to limit 

population growth were only one way of resolving the problems of socio-economic 

development, especially in the developing countries. 

His delegation supported the four-Power amendments to draft resolution VI 

submitted in document E/AC.7/L.658 but would,in addition, like the final clause 

of the third preambular paragraph to be deleted. 

With reference to paragraph 3 of draft resolution VI, he drew the 

attention of the Committee to paragraph 13 of the Special Rapporteur's report on 

the interrelationship of the status of women and family planning (E/CN.6/575), where 

it was stated that concrete information was either scare or non-existent for most 

ccuntries. In view of that assertion, it was inappropriate to ask Governments to 

use the report as a guideline in the formulation of their population policies. 

Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs) said that some delegations seemed to interpret the Special 

Rapporteur's report as an attempt to influence countries' population policies. 

The Commission had undertaken the study on the interrelationship of the status 

of women and family· planning in 1965 without discussing population policy, basing 

itself solely on the idea of the rights of the individual woman. The question was 

how far equal rights - in terms of education, employment and social development -

were impeded by unplanned pregnancies, and how far family planning could lead to 

equal status with men in the community and in the development effort. 

From the study of those two aspects of the problem - which covered, among 

other things, women's status under civil law - the question arose of how far 

women were affected by population trends. Rapid population growth impeded women's 

educational and job opportunities, and reduced their individual freedom of 

choice and therefore the exercise of their basic human rights. 

In reply to the representative of the Soviet Union, she said that the 

meaning of paragraph 13 of document E/CN.6/575 was that it had proved very 

difficult to find information on a subject which had never before been studied. 

Indeed, more studies on the topic were required. 
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In terms of population policy~ whatever measures a State might take should 

not conflict with the human rights of individuals, especially women, who should 

not have fewer opportunities in society because of maternity. The relevance 

of family planning to the exercise of individual human rights and to the 

development of full human potential was made clear in paragraph 28 of the 

Special Rapporteur's report. 

Mr. BADAWI (Egypt) said, with reference to paragraph 5 of draft 

resolution VI, that the phrase "equal representation for women" was understood 

by his delegation to mean quality~ not n~rrerical quantity, and that representation 

would depend on the qualifications and experience required for active 

participation in the World Population Conference. In general, however, his 

delegation would support draft resolution VI and the amendments in 

document E/AC.7/L.658. 

Mr. THOMPSON-FLORES (Brazil) said that the four sponsors of 

document E/AC.7/L.658 wished to revise their amendments, following consultations 

with other members of the Committee. In the existing final preambular paragraph 

of draft resolution VI, the word "basic", which occurred twice, and the word 

"highly" should be deleted. In the opening paragraph of paragraph 3, the words 

"Urges States Members of the United Nations to use" should be replaced by 

"Suggests that States Members of the United Nations take into consideration 

when appropriate"; the words "as a guideline" should be deleted; and the words 

"with a view to promoting" should be replaced by the phrase "in the promotion 

of". 

Mrs. MAIR (Jamaica) welcomed the revised amendments introduced by 

the representative of Brazil but considered that the importance of the Special 

Rapporteur's report must be brought out more clearly; it had established that 

family planning was a human right for botr men and women and had thus made the 

principle of family planning acceptable to many developing countries. In the 

revised amendment to the opening paragraph of paragraph 3, the word "Suggests" 

should be replaced by the word "Recommends", and the words "when appropriate" 

should be qeleted. 
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Mr. VALTASAARI (Finland) supported the revised amendments introduced by 

the representative of Brazil and considered that the mention of the Special 

Rapporteur's report in paragraph 3 should be maintained. However, in the first 

amendment in document E/AC.7/L.658, his delegation did not see the usefulness of 

the phrase "free from any pressures"; the State's right to formulate its own 

population policy, while respecting the human rights of the individual, was part 

of the sovereignty of States over their natural resources, a principle which had 

been repeatedly stressed within the United Nations system. The final phrase of 

that amendment should be deleted or replaced, for instance, by the following: "as 

regards its population policy". 

He was unhappy about the repetition of the word "many" in the second of the 

four-Power amendments. With regard to operati~e paragraph 3 (b), (amendment 3 (d)), 

the words "when appropriate" should be placed before the phrase "population 

programmes of action". He said that the right to. family planning was a basic 

human right. It was, therefore, inappropriate to qualify it with such words as 

"when appropriate". 

Mr. BERK (Turkey) supported most of the four-Power amendments and the 
l 

revisions introduced by the representative of Brazil. Hcwever, he could not agree 

with the fifth amendment, to delete paragraph 7 (a), since the Seminar on the Status 

of Women and Family Planning held in Turkey had proved most useful and reference 

should therefore be made to its conclusions and recommendations. If that amendment 

were put to the vote, his delegation would vote against it. 

Mr. DUMAS (France) supported the observations made by the representative 

of Finland. His own delegation had stressed, on a number of occasions, that 

individual States must be free to formulate their own population policies according 

to their economic, social and cultural circumstances. He therefore supported the 

first.amendment in document E/AC.7/L.658, but felt that it would be improved if the 

words "free from any pressures" were deleted. He also felt that the second 

amendment was a repetition of what was stated earlier in the preamble. 

Paragraph 5 of the draft resolution appeared to suggest that Member States 

should select equal numbers of men and women for their delegations to the World 

Population Conference. Since selection merely on the basis,of numbers, regardless 

of qualifications or experience in the population field, would be unjust, he felt 

that it would be preferable to replace the word "equal 11 by "equitable". 
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Mr. SINARINZI (Burundi) supported the four-Power amendments in document 

E/AC.7/L.658. However, in the revised amendment to the opening paragraph of 

paragraph 3, the word "Suggests" should be replaced by "Recommends". He agreed 

with the representative of France that the replacement of the word "equal" by 

"equitable" would be an improvement . 

Mr. ARTEAGA-ACOSTA (Venezuela) welcomed the amendments in document 

E/AC.7/L.658. He felt that the insertion of the new preambular paragraph between 

the existing second and third preambular paragraphs was an improvement, since it 

should be made quite clear that each State should be free to take the action which 

it thought appropriate. In addition, he felt that the new preambular paragraph 

proposed in the second amendment acourately reflected the situations existing in 

different countries. 

However, like the representative of Finland, he was not sure what the sponsors 

meant by the words "free from any pressures" and felt it would be preferable to 

delete them. 

Mr. DELPREE-CRESPO (Guatemala) stated that in the last instance it was the 

individual himself who should decide how many children to have. Likewise, due to 

different demographic conditions, each country should decide which demographic 

policies to follow, without any external interference. He supported the amendments 

contained in document E/AC.7/L.658, as revised by the representative of Brazil. 

Mr. von KYAW (Federal Republic of Germany) said that he had read with 

interest the report of the Special Rapporteur. He agreed that there was an 

interrelationship between family planning and the exercise of human rights and that 

high fertility was often not a question of free choice, but constituted both the 

cause and the effect of under-development. That fact should be brought to the 

attention of all concerned, without prejudice to the rights of individual States. 

He felt able to support the four-Power amendments, as revised by the representative 

of Brazil. 

Mrs. SHUEH Jen-wu (China) supported the proposed amendments to draft 

resolution VI, with the revisions introduced by the representative of Brazil. Her 

delegation had always maintained that each individual country should be free to 
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formulate its own population policy and that the United Nations had no right to 

request Member States to follow a given population policy. 

Mr. CHAVANAVIRAJ (Thailand) said that his delegation had no difficulty in 

supporting the proposed amendments to draft resolution VI. He felt, however, that 

the proposed new preambular paragraph to be inserted between the existing second 

and third preambular paragraphs might be improved if the words "free from any 

pressures" were deleted or replaced. He supported the proposal made by the 

representative of Jamaica in connexion with paragraph 3 of the draft resolution. 

Mr. WILSON (Liberia) said that he was opposed to the proposed deletion 

of paragraph 7 (a), since ::>ume reference should be made to the findings and 

recommPnnA+inns o~ thP various seminars held. He supported the proposal made by 

the representative of Jamaica in respect of paragraph 3. 

Mr. KEMAL (Pakistan) said that, although he felt that the proposed 

amendments to the draft resolution in general improved the original text, he did 

not agree that paragraph 7 (a) should be deleted. It might be improved by the 

insertion of the words "where necessary11 after the word "undertake", and the words 

"based on" might be replaced by "taking into account". 

Mr. LEHTIHET (Algeria) welcomed the observations made by the 

representative of Finland and other delegations. His delegation and the other 

co-sponsors of the amendments felt that the words "free from any pressures" in 

their first amendment were necessary in order to guarantee the sovereignty of the 

developing countries in formulating their population policies. 

Mr. ROUX-LOPEZ (Mexico) said·that his delegation supported the amendments 

• contained in document E/AC.7/L.658. In addition, the use of the word "equal" in 

paragraph 5 of the oroginal text of the draft resolution could be interpreted as 

meaning numerically equal. Consequently, he suggested that the paragraph should 

state that women should be adequately represented. 

Mr. SRINIVASAN (India) said that the amendments clarified a number of the 

concepts in the original text. However, there still seemed to be some confusion 

with regard to the meaning of the term "family planning". In his view, family 
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planning simply meant the provision of information to parents to enable them to 

plan their families; it did not necessarily mean restricting the number of children. 

Under-populated countries, for example, had an interest in increasing population 

growth. 

He agreed with the observations made by the representative of Pakistan in 

respect of paragraph 7 (a). He appealed to the sponsors of the amendments to 

endeavour to find a wording which would permit further studies to be carried out. 

Mr. DIAKITE (Mali) said that his delegation had no difficulty in 

supporting the amendments to draft resolution VI. He felt that the words "free 

from any pressures" in the proposed new preambular paragraph were necessary in 

order to ensure that each country was free to formulate its own demographic policy. 

Mr. POEDJIOETOMO (Indonesia) said that, while he approved in general of 

the amendments proposed, he shared the views of the representatives of Pakistan 

and India with regard to paragraph 1 (a). 

Mr. BROAD (United Kingdom) suggested that, in the second amendment, 

the insertion of the word "planned" before the word "population" in the fourth 

line of the paragraph might make that paragraph more acceptable. 

Mr. VALTASAARI (Finland) thanked the representative of Algeria for his 

explanation of the first proposed amendment. He wondered, however, why the sponsors 

wished the words "when appropriate" to be inserted in paragraph 3 (b) of the draft 

resolution. 

Mr. DUMAS (France) said that, in the light of the explanation given by 

the representative of Algeria, he would withdraw his proposal to delete the words 

"free from any pressures" from the proposed new preambular paragraph. 

The meeting rose at l p.m. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STA'rUS OF WOlYIEN (E/5451; E/AC.7/L.652, 
paras. 22-24, E/AC.7/L.653, 1.655; 1.656, L.658--L.663) (continued) 

Draft resolution VI 

Mr. THOMPSON FLORES (Brazil) said that the sponsors of the amendments to 

draft resolution VI contained in document E/ AC. 7 /L. 658 had held consultations 

with various delegations, as a result of which it had been agreed that the text of 

paragraph 7 of the draft resolution would consist of the text in para~raPh 5 of 

document E/AC.7/L.658. 

Furthermore, he introduced an oral amendment to insert the follmring 

para~raph after the fourth preambular paragraph of the draft resolution: 
\ 

"~ecognizing the importance of interdisciplinary anr'l cross-national 

studies which take into account the conclusions and recommendations of the 

seminars on the status of women and family planning held in 1972 and 1973 in 

Turkey, the Dominican 'Republic and Indonesia~"· 

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) said that her delegation had no 

objections to the first amendment in document E/ AC. 7 /L. 658, for it considered that 

each country should adopt the family planning policies best suited to it. However, 

the phrase 11free from any pressures1
' should be deleted. 

vTith rer;ard to the second amendment, she proposed the deletion of the 1t1or<1s 

"many other 11 after the words 11on the other hand, for". She also proposed the 

insertion of the phrase i!viewed in some circles as" after the words "population 

growth is 1' • 

With reeard to the third amendment, she would prefer paragraph 3 of the draft 

resolution to remain as it stood. However, she agreed with the Jamaican 

delegation that the paragraph should begin with the word "Recommends". She also 

I . .. 



E/AC.7/SR.730 -96-

(Mrs. Hutar, United States) 

agreed that the words "when appropriate" should not be inserted, for it was always 

necessary to have family planning services for those families which wished to use 

them, no matter what policy the country had adopted. To decide on the number of 

children and their spacing was a fundamental human right which every family must be 

able to exercise. She referred in that connexion to the results of the Teheran 

Conference and to part A, paragraph 1 (c), of Economic and Social Council 

resolution 1672 (LII). At question was a human right which had already been 

recognized by the United Nations and, accordingly, it was unnecessary to insert 

the words "when appropriate". 

Her delegation could accept only part of the fourth amendment and hoped that 

the members of the Committee could endorse the recommendation to retain the words 

"and to issue it, in a popular form". 

With regard to the fifth amendment, her delegation endorsed the recommendation 

of Pakistan, India, Iran, Liberia and Indonesia to retain paragraph 7 (a), since the 

studies it mentioned were important. 

Miss CAO PINNA (Italy) said that paragraph 3 was one of the most important 

provisions of the draft resolution. Early in the preparation of the report of the 

Special Rapporteur, Italy had replied at length to the questionnaire. It had also 

forwarded to the competent authorities at home the report which was currently under 

consideration. Her delegation supported the suggestion that the paragraph should 

begin with the word "Recommends" instead of "Urges". 

Furthermore, it agreed with the French delegation that the phrase 11free from 

any pressures" in the new preambular paragraph proposed in paragraph 1 of document 

E/AC.7/L.658 was not necessary. States were free and that principle was unanimously 

recognized. The second part of the second amendwent proposed in that document was 

out of place, for the report of the Special Rapporteur did not deal with countries 

with low demographic densities. The United Kingdom amendment was acceptable, 

although she preferred the original version. 

The United States subamendment which would mention "some circles" would create 

difficulties for her delegation, which preferred the original text. If the amendment 

was put to the vote, her delegation would abstain. 
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Viitl1 regard to the fourth amendment. she inquired whether the report of the 
' 

Special Ra1:'-porteur had been transmitted to the most recent session of the 

Population Commission. If it had been, there was no need to make a. special 

recommendation. Ii:' it h<1.d ;10t been~ the Committee should take a decision ln that 

connexion. Her delegation would vote in favour of the amendment, but she wished 

to place on record the fact that her Gover1nnent w~s still studying the report in 

question. 

Since the publication of the report in a popular form ,,Tould have financia1 

implications 1 it ;.Jould perhaps be mm·e appropriate to give the first and general 

part of the report itself wider distriQution. 

( 
~. SHIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.) said that many 

delegations had ut}derstoofl. the importance of the :fro'hlems posed by draft 

resolution VI and had emphasized the sovereign right of States _to determine-their 

own population policies. 'J.'ha~~ was the correct approach, as was reflected in the 

VJorld Porolation Plan of Action. 

Bearing in mind the views expressed by delegations, his delegation proposed 

the insertion of a ne'.v paragraph 2 (a), which vould read as follows: 

"(a) Every rlation has the r.;overeign right to determine its own :population 

policies; 11
• 

His delegation agreed with the Italian representative that Governments had not 

had sufficient time to study the report of the Special Rapporteur; accordingly~ it 

did not seem appropriate to issue it in a popular form. 

The request in paragraph 7 (a) was unacceptable, for it was unclear how many 

studies were to be carried out. His delegation could endorse the remainder of the 

draft resolution and the cral and written amendi!Jents which had been introc"iuced. 

The :aeeting \fa_!=l_ s~3Pe~d._~_C!__~t_4_~_}9_.P_•m._ and resll!-ned at 5.10 p.:rr._. 

Mrs. M.nR (Jamait::a) said that, in the light of the ITiews of other -·-----
delecations, she would withdraw her original proposal to begin paragraph 3 with the 

word 11"Recommends 11
• Her deleg'7.tion reserved its ·position regarding the other 

proposed amendments· pending a decision by the sponsors. 

Mr •. DQ;:1.1\.S (France) said that the aim was not to achieve numerical equality 

·tet-.;-J<::en •mroen and men :i.n all organizations and at all levels, but rather to ensure 

that women eujoyed equality of 01}portunities as concerned access to all posts when 
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they were qualified to fill them. Accordingly, his delegation proposed that the 

phrase 11equal representation of men and womenn proposed in the amendment to 

paragraph 3 should be replaced by the phrase "equality of opportunities for men and 

women". 

Mr. THOMPSON FLORES (Brazil), speaking on his own behalf and on behalf of 

the other sponsors of the amendments in document E/AC.7/L.658, accepted the 

proposal by France. 

Mr. ROUX LOPEZ (i'/lexico) said that his delegation's proposal to replace 

the words "equal representation" in paragraph 5 of the draft resolution by the 
• 

words 11equitable representation" had been a formal proposal. 

Mr. BROAD (United Kingdom) announced that his delegation would not insist 

on its amendment to insert the word "planned" before the words 11population growth" 

in the second amendment in document E/AC.7/L.658. 

The CHAI~N invited the Committee to vote on draft resolution VI, the 

amendments thereto contained in document E/AC.7/L.658 and the amendments and 

subamendments which had been introduced orally. 

Amendment in para£!aph 1 of document E/AC.7/L.658 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Finnish delegation had submitted an oral 

subamendment to the effect that in the new preambular pare,graph proposed in document 

E/AC.7/L.658 the words "free from any pressures" should be deleted. 

The Finnish subamendment was rejected by 23 votes t~. with 14 abstentions. 

The amendment in paragraph 1 of document E/AC.7/L.658 was aq~ted by 45 votes 

to none, with 3 abstentions. 

Third preambular paragraph of draft resolution VI 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the delegation of the USSR had submitted an oral 

amendment to the effect that the words "which has not yet been fully recogtlized11
, at 

the end of that paragraph, should be deleted. 

If he heard no objection, he would take it that the Committee wished to adopt 

that amendment. 

It was so decided. 
I . .. 
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• 
Fifth preambular paragraph of draft resolution VI 

The CHAiffi<ffiN recalled that the Brazilian delegation, on behalf of all the 

sponsors of document E/AC.7/L.658~ had submitted an oral amendment for the insertion 

of a new fifth preambular paragraph. 

If he heard no objection 3 he would take it that the Committee wished to adopt 

that amendment. 

It was so decided. 

~endment in paragraph 2 of document E/AC.7/L.658 

The CHAIRMUUl recalled that the United States delegation had submitted two 

oral subamendments, namely, that the words "many other" in the third line should 

be deleted, and that the words 11viewed in some circles as.,, l?hould be inserted in 

the fourth line after the words 17population growth is:;. 

The first oral subamendment of the United States was rejected by 19 votes to 

8" with 19 abstentions. 

The second oral sub~~endment of the United States was rej~c~ed by 31 votes 

to 2, with 13 abstentions. 

The amendment in paragraph 2 of document E/AC.7/L.658 was adopted by 

41 votes to none? with 7 abstentions. 

Final preambular paragraph of draft resolution VI 

The CHA.IRNAN recalled that the Brazilian delegation had ma9-e an oral 

proposal to the effect that the following words in the final preambular paragraph 

of draft resolution VI should be deleted: the word "basicn before the words 

ar~inciples'1 and "concepts 11 and the word ;'highly\' before the word ;,relevant". 

If there was no objection, he would take it that the Committee wished to 

r ~.opt those oral subamendments. 

It was so decided. • 
Faragraph 2 

The CHAI~1AN recalled that the representative of the Soviet Union had 

submitted an oral amendment to paragraph 2 suggesting that ~he following text 
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shou]c'i be inserted as subparagraph (a) and that the following subparagraphs be 

relettered c..ccordin"ly: 
11Bvery nation has the sovereign right to determine its o¥m population 

policies' 1
• 

If there was no objection, he ·W'ould take it that the Committee wished to 

adopt the amendment. 

The Soviet amenqmen~ to_tbe effect that a new _E_l!_Cpil:.r._agraph (a) should be 

inserted in pa~a&raph 2 was __ acopt~~ 

Paragraph 3: opening par~graph 

The CHAIRMAN said that, i.n accordance with the oral amendments which had 

been sut.mi tted, the opening paragra)?h of paragro:ph 3 would read as follows : 

"Sun~ests that States I1embers o·" the Unitec~ Ifations take into 

consideration when appropriate th~ report of the Special Rapporteur in 

the formulation of their po:!_)ulatiox, policies and the p:romoti0'1 of fclll 

participation of women at all levels and in all sectors of social, 

economic and political life" including decision-Tlaking levels 3 in order 

to achie,re equal represent:.:3.tion of men and women and, to that end: 11 o 

The remainder of the paragraph would remain unchanged. 

Mr. THOMPSON p-LORES (Brazil) proposed that the words 11equal representation 

of 11 should be replaced by the words 11equality of opportunities for ·. 

'rhe CHAIRMAN invited the CouGnittee to vote on the sub~endment submitted 

by the Jamaican delegation to the effect that· the ·..rords "when approp:r-1 ate 11 should 

be deleted fl'Oill the text Hhich he had just read out o 

The Jamaica._n subamendmei?!_"!_~~ re~i.-::~ted by 27 votes -~.£..J_~ _ _yith 1_6 absteu·.ions. 

':'h<:: CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to vote on the n~\r version· of ti:,"'! 

open~ng pare.;r.raph ~ paragraph 3 ~ as amended by Brazil. 

The new version of the op~ni_ng paragr~1 of para£raph 3, as amended by 

}3razil, was adopted unanimousl;y_o . · 
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r~_ra:o:rapb 3 (d) 

The CiffiiRMM~ said that in para~raph 3 {d) of document E/AC.7/L.658 it 

was proposed that the words ·when appropriate;) should be inserted after the word 
11 promotion11

• The Finnish delegation had submitted a suba.rnendment suGgesting that 

those words should be inserted irunediately before the phrase 1'population progra11r;1es 

of action·•. 

The Finnish sub&uendment was rejected by 16 votes t~J~. with 18 abstentions. 

The CHAIRllAN invited the Committee to vote on the amendment proposed in 

paragraph 3 (d) of document E/AC.7/L.658. 

The amendment in paragraph 3 (d) of document E/ AC. 7 /L. 658 '\-Tas adopted by 

28 votes to 3,_with 16 abstentions. 

The CHAIRMAN_ said that, if he heard no objection~ he w-ould take it that 

tne Committee wished to adopt the amendment in paragraph 4 of document Z/AC.7/L.658. 

The amendment in par:J.graph 4 of docume_r!_t E/AC.7/L.65t3 was __ adopted. 

The CHAI~lAN recalled that Mexico had proposed the replacement of the 

phras'= ;1provide equal representation1
' in paragraph 5 by >~provide equitable 

represfmtation". If he heard no objection 9 he would take it that the proposal 

was ado'{-ted. 

It w~s so decided. 

~pe CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to vote on the amendment to 

paragraph 7 ~ontained in document E/AC.7/L.658. 

The amendment was adopted by 27 votes to 1, with lJ abstentions. 

The CHAIRHAN invited the Coranlittee to vote on draft resolution VI as 

a whole, as affiended. 
I 

Draft resolution VI, as amended, was adopted unanimously. 

I ... 
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Monday, 29 April 1974, 
at 11 a.m. 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN (E/5451, E/5487; E/AC.7/L.652, 
paras. 22-24, E/AC.7/L.653, L.655, L.656, L.659-663) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to a note by the Secretary-General (E/5487) 

containing revised cost estimates and other information concerning the proposed 

international conference referred to in draft resolution III in the report of the 

Commission on the Status of Women. 

Draft resolution VI 

Miss ILIC (Yugoslavia), speaking in explanation of the vote cast by the 

Yugoslav delegation at the preceding meeting, said that her delegation fully 

supported draft resolution VI and the amendments emphasizing the sovereign right 

of every country to determine its own population policy. In 1969, the Federal 

Assembly of Yugoslavia had adopted a resolution on family planning introducing 

social reforms in such matters as contraception and abortion and recognizing the 

right of parents to decide on the number and spacing of children. That right 

had subsequently been incorporated into the Constitution. Family planning was 

seen as both a right and a duty, since it was recognized that women should be 

free to participate fully in all aspects of life and that every child born. should 

be wanted. 

Draft resolution VII 

Mr. LUBIK (Poland), introducing his delegation's proposed amendment 

to draft resolution VII (E/AC.7/L.661), said that the report to be submitted 

by the Secretary-General to the Commission on the Status of Women should state 

whether and to what extent women had participated in achieving the goals and 

objectives of the Second United Nations Development Decade. Such a report would 

correspond more closely to the guidelines set out in paragraph 1 of General 

Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV) and'' in the annex to that resolution. 

I . .. 
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Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the proposed 

Soviet amendment to paragraph 2 of draft resolution VII (E/AC.7/L.663) corresponded 

closely to the United States amendment (E/AC.7/L.662). His delegation had already 

explained its position with regard to the utilization of the expertise available 

in the Secretariat, and its,views had appeared to enjoy wide support among 

members of the Committee. 

Referring to his delegation's ame~dment to paragraph 6 of the draft resolution, 

he said that the request made in that paragraph should be addressed specifically 

to competent non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the 

Economic and Social Council rather than to all non-governmental organizations, 

many of which might not be directly concerned with the ~ntegration of women in 

development. His delegation also felt that, since the draft resolution already 

contained a number of requests to the Secretary-General to submit reports on the 

status of w~en, it might not be feasible for him to submit the report requested 

in paragraph 6. Consequently, the last part of that paragraph should be deleted. 

He supported the amendment proposed by the representative of Poland concerning 

paragraphs 8 and 10. 

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America), referring to her delegation's 

proposed amendment to the draft resolution (E/AC.7/L.662), said that she agreed 

with the representative of the Soviet Union that the first part of paragraph 2 

should be deleted, but felt that the word "Requests" would be preferable to 

"Invites". In the third line of the United States amendment to paragraph 8, 

the word "identify" should read "identifiable". 

Miss CAO PINNA (Italy) said that draft resolution VII was one of.the 

most important of those approved by the Commission on the Status of Women, 

because it established a link between the programme of concerted international 

action for the advancement of women and their integration andrdevelopment as 

called for in General Assembly resolutioti.2716 (XXV), on the one hand, and the 

review and appraisal of the International Development Strategy for the Second 

United Nations Development Decade, on the other hand. Neither the Strategy nor 

the first review and appraisal exercise had given any emphasis to the integration 

of women in development. Consequently, her delegation welcomed the draft 

resolution. 

) ... 
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However, she had reservations with regard to some of the proposals contained 

in the draft resolution. The proposal in paragraph 2 was very similar to a 

suggestion made by the Italian delegation in the Commission for Social Development 

when the Strategy was being formulated and subsequently in the General Assembly. 

That suggestion had not proved feasible a.t that time; should the current proposal 

of the Commission on the Status of Women be approved, other functional commissions 

could a.sk to participate in the work of the Committee for Development Planning and 
I 

the Committee on Review and Appraisal. What was needed therefore was improved 

liaison within the Secretariat and greater co-operation among members of the 

delegations participating in the work of the different bodies so that the 

Secretariat, in preparing the material for the Committee for Development Planning 

and the Committee on Review a.nd Appraisal~ could take account of the expertise of 

the functional commissions, and so that representatives could consult with one 

another. Consequently, ner delegation considered favourably the· amendments to 

paragraph 2 proposed by the United States and the Soviet Union, which were very 

similar in substance. 

The request in paragraph 8 was fully in keeping witn the scope of the new 

budgetary system of the United States. The activities involved would be those 

of the Promotion of Equality of Men and Women Branch, together with numerous 

others aimed at promoting the advancement of women but carried out within the 

context of other programmes and budgets. In the first case data were already 

available, but in the second case difficulties seemed to have arisen with regard 

to the possibility of elaborating a real programme-budget. Before reaching a 

final decision on the original paragraph 8 and on the proposed amendments to it, 

her delegation would like further information from the Secretariat, and possibly 
I 

from the representatives of the specialized agencies, with regard to the 

feasibility of preparing the report requested in that paragraph. 

Mr. MACRAE (United Kingdom), referring to paragraph 7, said that, since 

the Committee on Review and Appraisal was not scheduled to meet in 1974, it was 

not realistic to ask it to make recommendations to the General Assembly at its 

twenty-ninth session. He also asked if the Secretariat could provide some 

clarification as to the exact meaning of paragraph 10, together with further 

information on the last phrase of paragraph 8. 

I . .. 
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Mr. LUBIK (Poland) asked if any report had been prepared on the 

objectives set forth in General Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV) and its annex. 

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs} replied that a report had been submitted to the Commission on 

the Status of Women, i~ accordance with paragraph 4 of General Assembly resolution 

2716 (XXV). That report was contained in document E/CN.6/554. As far as the 

implementation of the objectives proclaimed in the annex to resolution 2716 (XXV) 

was c9ncerned, no report had been prepared which corresponded precisely to that 

requested in the Polish amendment. However, a number o~ reports had been prepared 

which related to the programme of concerted international action and were therefore 

closely linked to resolution 2716 (XXV). One such report was contained in document 

E/CN.6/577, which had been submitted to the twenty-fifth session of the Commission 

on the Status of Women and· formed the basis of draft resolution VII. If it 'was 

intended that the report requested in the Polish amendment should be similar to 

that requested in resolution 2716 (XXV), its preparation would present no 

difficulty and, with the assistance of the specialized agencies and UNDP, it would 

be possible to provide an even more comprehensive report than previously. 

Referring to the United States amendment to paragraph 8, she said that she was 

not sure whether any information was available on the allocation of funds and 

personnel. However, information provided in previous reports on UNDP-assisted 

activities might give a general indication of the funds allocated. It was not 

possible to say what type of personnel might be involved. As far as the future 

was concerned, she pointed o•;t that technical assistance projects were based on 

requests from Governments and it was therefore not possible to forecast what form 

those requests might·take. 

In response to the point raised by the representative of the United Kingdom, 

she pointed out that the Assembly session referred to in paragraph 7 should be 

the thirtieth session and not the twenty-ninth • 

Miss CAO PINNA (Italy) asked if the Deputy Director had made a statement 

to the Commission on the Status of Women indicating that the Secretariat would 

have difficulty in drawing up the report requested in paragraph 8 of draft 

resolution. VII, and whether the Commission had t&ken those difficulties into 

account. The report of the Commission {E/5451) indicated that, because of lack 

I . .. 
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of time~ some draft resolutions had been prepared hastily without due regard for 

all the factors involved; such an approach had a negative effect on the 

documentation and the preparations by the Secretariat. 

Mr. ALI (International Labour Organisation), replying to the question 

about the ability of the specialized agencies to provide the information requested 

in paragraph 8, said that women accounted for one third of the world labour force, 

and it was therefore natural that ILO activities had an important bearing on 

questions concerning women workers. A panel of consultants dealt specifically with 

questions relating to women workers, and there was enforcement machinery to 

supervise the implementation of various conventions relating to women, such as the 

Convention on maternity protection, the Convention concerning night work performed 

by women and the Convention on equal remuneration. An estimate could be made of 

the funds and personnel allocated for programmes concerning women, but such matters 

were usually dealt with within the context of general programmes for workers. 

He informed the Committee that the FAO representative had requested him to 

indicate that the situation within FAO was similar to that in the ILO. 

Mrs. BRUCE (Deputy Director~ Centre for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs)~.replying to the representative of Italy, said that she had 

made a statement to the Commission on the Status of Women similar to the one she 

had just made to the Committee, but she recalled that agreement on draft· 

resolution VII had been reached after prolonged negotiations and private 

consultation outside the Commission. The Secretariat would find it difficult to 

provide a clear statement as to the percentage of the total budget to be spent on 

programmes for women in the future. The concern reflected in paragraph 8 had been 

stimulated by a report (E/CN.6/554) indicating that little attention had been 

given to the special needs of women in economic and social development plans, 

particularly in the developing countries, since it had been assumed that a general 

improvement in economic and social conditions wduld lead to an improvement in the 

status of women, and that there had consequently been little attempt within the 

United Nations system to meet the special needs of women. 

With regard to paragraph 10, she suggested that the sponsors of the draft 

resolution in the Commission on the Status of Women should clarify its meaning. 

/ ... 
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Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), commenting on the 

United States amendment to paragraph 2 (E/AC.7/L.662), said that it would be 

~cceptable to his delegation if the words "fully" and "various" in the fourth and 

fifth lines of the amendment were deleted. 

He had difficulty with the United States amendment to paragraph 8, in view of 

the statement made by the ILO representative. If a report was submitted, it might 

well present a distorted view of the actual situation since it would not reflect 

the measures taken in the context of general programmes which affected women. 

There were few programmes dealing specifically with women, but considerable funds 

and personnel were allocated to programmes which affected both women and men. 

Accordingly, he felt it would not be advisable to request a report such as that 

proposed by the United States. 

The proposed Polish amendment, contained in document E/AC.7/L.661, to 

paragraph 8 was in line with General Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV). The 

Secretariat could, without difficulty, prepare a report which would provide a 

worth-while and complete picture of the situation with regard to programmes for 

women in the Second Development Decade. 

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) accepted the Soviet proposal that 

the words "fully" and "various" should be deleted from the United States amendment 

to paragraph 2 of draft resolution VII. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Sovi'et Socialist Republics) withdrew the Soviet 

amendment, conta~ned in document E/AC.7/L.663, to paragraph 2. 

Tne CHAIRMAN said that, if he heard no objection, he would take it that 

the Committee adopted the United States amendment, contained in document 

E/AC.7/L.662, to paragraph 2 of draft resolution VII, as orally revised • 

It was so decided. 

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) requested clarification of the 

word "competent" in the Soviet amendment to paragraph 6. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) explained that 

"competent non-governmental organizations" referred to organizations that were 

directly involved in the kind of activity referred to in paragraph 6. 

I . .. 
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The CHAIRMAN said that, if he heard no objection, he would take it that 

the Committee adopted_the proposed Soviet amendment, contained in document 

E/AC.7/L.663, to paragraph 6 of draft resolution VII. 

It was so decided. 

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) said that, in the light of the 

statements made by the ItO representative and the Deputy Director, she wished to 

delete the phrase "and the proposed increase for the next proposed biennium" from 

the United States amendment, contained in document E/AC.7/t.662, to paragraph 8 

of draft resolution VII. 

The CHAIRMAN, acting in accordance with rule 65 of the rules of 

procedure, invited the Committee to take action on the Polish amendment, contained 

in document E/AC.7/L.661, to paragraph 8 of resolution VII. That amendment was 

the furthest removed in substance from the original. If he heard no objection, he 

would take it that the Committee adopted the Polish amendment. 

It was so decided. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if he heard no objection, he would take it that 

the Committee agreed to delete paragraph 10, as proposed by Poland in document 

E/ AC. 7 /L .661. 

It was so decided. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if he heard no objection, he would take it that 

draft resolution VII, as amended, was adopted by consensus. 

It ·Was so decided. 

Draft resolution VIII 

Miss JAUREGUIBERRY {Argentina) introduced the amendment in document 

E/AC.7/L.660. A similar amendment to another draft resolution had already been 

adopted, and she hoped that the present amendment would be adopted without 

objection. 

Mr. VALTASAARI {Finland) objected strongly to the use of the expression 

"where appropriate" in the context of family planning, which his delegation 

regarded as a basic human right. 

I . .. 
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Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) associated her delegation with ~he 

objection raiseo by the representative of Finland. 

Mr. MACRAE (United Kingdom) endorsed the views expressed by the 

representative of Finland. He proposed that, in order to make the amendment more 

acceptable, the words "where appropriate" should. be replaced by the words "as 

appropriate". 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if he heard no objection, he would take it that 

the sponsors of.the amendment accepted the change proposed by the United Kingdom 

representative, and that the Committee adopted the amendment, as orally subamended. 

It was so decided. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if he heard no objection, he would take it tha~ 

draft resolution VIII, as amended, was adopted by consensus. 

It was so decided. 

Draft resolution X 

Mrs. ~~IR (Jamaica) introduced document E/AC.7/L.659 containing 

amendments to draft resolution X and drew attention to ·the following changes: in 

the fifth line of the first amendment, the words "as well as men" should be 

inserted after the words "full-time work for }'~omen", and, in the sixth line, the 

words 11 equally with men" should be inserted after the. word "women11
• In the 

second amendment, the words "equally with men 11 should be inserted after the words 

"the economic activities of women". In addition, the final two words of 

paragraph 2 of draft resolution X should be repl,aced by the words "such economic 

activities11
• 

The amendments were designed to show th~t there was no question of women 

entering into economic competition with men, since that was prejudicial to 

development, but rather it was a matter of their finding equality in complementary 

econpmic activities. 

Mr. SRINNASAN (India) supported the amendments, as orally revised. 

Mr. STAHL (Sweden) pointed out that paragraph 2 was in conflict with 

the principles of country programming as laid down in the UNDP Consensus, since 

every Government had the exclusive responsibility for formulating the policy most 

suited to the labour market and industry in its country. 

/ ... 
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Mr. ESSY {Ivory Coast) asked for further elucidation of the amendment to 
I 

paragraph 1, since the word "including" in the third line seemed to suggest that 

the industries mentioned were of secondary importance. 

Mrs. MAIR (Jamaica) said that the force of "including" was, on the 

contrary, to focus attention on some of the many activities of women where 

additional technical assistance was needed. The aim of the amendment was to 

extend to as large a group of women as possible the technical assistance they 

required in order to promote national development by expanding their economic 

activities. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if he heard no objection, he would take it that 

the amendments in document E/AC.7/L.659, as orally revised, were adopted. 

It was so decided. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if he heard no objection, he would take it that 

draft resolution X, as amended, was adopted by consensus. 

It was so decided. 

Draft resolution XI 

Mr. VALTASAARI (Finland) introduced document E/AC.7/L.655, containing 

amendments to draft resolution XI. The first two amendments were based on his 

delegation's concept of equal treatment for women workers, which did not mean 

treating women as a separate category but as part of the economy as a whole. 

Furthermore, the amendments reflected the ongoing work of ILO; indeed, the wording 

of the first amendment had been drawn from the agenda of a forthcoming ILO 

conference. The third amendment had been made in the interests of clarity, since 

part-time work, although being studied by ILO, did not seem to be concerned with 

technological and scientific developments; moreover, to relate part-time wor~ to 

women alone seemed to suggest that women should be employed part-time in order to 

be free to attend to their fami~y responsibilities. That suggestion was 

discriminatory, since such responsibilities should be shared by men and women. 

In the light of comments received from other delegations, he thought that, if the 

reference to part-time work in paragraph 4 was deleted, the words following that 

reference should also be deleted. 

I . .. 
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In addition, he wished to insert the words "revise and11 in the fourth line 

of paragraph 3 after the words "the need to". 

Mr. MACRAE (United Kingdom) said that, while he appreciated the 

arguments put forward by the representative of Finland concerning the third 
' amendment in document E/AC.7/L.655, he wished to stress the importance that his 

aelegation attached to part-time work and to the studies being carried out by ILO 

on that topic. There should be no inference, from the deletion of the latter . . 
part of paragraph 4, that work on that topic should be in any way curtailed. 

Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) said that the reference to 

part-time work should1 be maintained in paragraph 4, precisely because 

technological and scientific developments had made part-time work a viable 

proposition. With that reservation, she could concur with the amendments 

submitted by the representative of Finland. 

The CHAIRMAN said that if he heard no objection, he would take it that 

the amendments in document E/AC.7/L.655, as orally revised, were adopted, on the 

understanding that the views of the representatives of the United Kingdom and the 

United States would be reflected in the Committee's report. 

It was so decided. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if he heard no objection, he would take it that 

draft resolution XI, as amended, was adopted by consensus. 

It was so decided. 

The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m. 
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732nd meeting Monday, 29 April 1974, 
f1.t 3 . 30 p • m. 

Chairman: Mr. SMID (Czechoslovakia) 

SOCIAL QUESTIONS: 

(a) NATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN ACHIEVING FAR-REACHING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGES FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF SOCIAL PROGRESS (E/CN.5/478 and Add.l and Corr.l, Add.2 and 
Corr.l, Add.3 and Corr.l.and Add.4) 

The CHAIRMAN invited represen~atives to comment on agenda item 8. 

Miss WALTERS (Assistant Director, Centre for Development Planning, 
I 

Projections and Policies) said that, in accordance with Economic and Social Council 

resolution 1746 (LIV), the Centre for Development Planning, Projections and 

·Policies had undertaken a study of national experience in carrying out fundamental 
I 

democratic social and economic changes for the purpose of social progress, which it 

would submit to the Commission 'for Social Development in January 1975, in 

conjunction with the 1974 Report on the World Social Situation. 

~trs. PICKER (United States of America) said that according to the report 

of the Secretary-General (E/CN.5/478), the replies of Governments to the 

questionnaire appeared to have given priority to the description of various 

measures intended to promote social progress, to-the detriment of information on 

their impact in bringing about social and economic changes and of the assessment 

of the effectiveness of specific policies in contributing to the achievement of 

social goals of development. 

The recent extension of the use of social indicators resulted from the need 

to .measure the social change in some parts of the world. Indicators would not· 
\ 

solve problems, but they helped to define them and to provide a better understanding 

of the main features of society. 

In developing countries, there was a growing recognition of the close 

interrelation between social and .economic development and of the importance of 

social change as an integral component of economic development. 

The growing use of social indicators had been reflected in an increase in 

general interest which, in turn, had led various countries and international 

I . .. 
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organizations to join in the research. In that connexion, she cited various 

publications which had appeared in France, the United Kingdom and Japan and others 

which would be published in Sweden, Norway, Finland and Canada; various developing 

countries had also undertaken research work in that sector. Among the 

organizations, the work carried out by OECD, the United Nations Research Institute 

for Social Development, the United Nations Statistical Office, UNESCO, the World 

Bank, WHO and UNITAR should be mentioned. 

The United States, for its part, had just issued its first national 

publication on the subject, entitled "Social Indicators, 1973". 

Her delegation recommended that the Council request the Secretariat to prepare 

a report on the work being done around the world on social indicators, and to bring 

together what had been done and was being done in the various organizations of the 

United Nations system, other international organizations, Governments, private 

institutions, non-governmental organizations and universities. An attempt should 

be made to develop a set of social indicators in order to obtain a better analysis 

of social reform programmes, their impact and effectiveness. Her delegation had 

prepared a draft resolution on the subject but, before submitting it, preferred to 

wait until other delegations had been able to study it and submit their ideas. 

Mr. BYKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the question 

had already been debated in other United Nations bodies, such as the Commission for 

Social Development and the Economic and Social Council, and at the recent Conference 

of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Algiers, which 

had stressed the need to carry out those social changes in order to assist the 

fight against colonialism. 

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, which had travelled a long road of 

social transformations until it had become the industrial Power which it now was, 

appreciated the efforts to introduce social changes that would eliminate the 

heritage of the past. Each country had the right to determine its own social 

structure and the changes to be introduced, in accordance with the conditions 

obtaining in the country. It was important that countries should be able to study 

and make use of the experience of other countries which had successfully introduced 

those changes, and the Economic and Social Council had indicated the advantage of 

I . .. 
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carrying out such studies in its resolutions 1581 (L) and 1685 (LII). His 

delegation attached great importance to the study of that question in the Economic 

and Social Council and in the United Nations General Assembly. 

The countries emancipated from the colonial yoke needed to eliminate the 

relics of colonialism; to that end, they required land reform projects, State 

control of the production sector and other socio-economic measures which his 

country had introduced some time previously and thanks to which the Soviet people 

had achieved their social and economic rights. 

Obviously, there were factors common to all far-reaching changes, among which 

could be mentioned land reform~ nationalization and elimination of the differences 

in income among the various sectors of the population; those factors, in turn, were 

intimately linked to the development of education and to the rise in standards of 

living which was in fact the basic goal of all social change. In some countries, 

especially newly independent ones, the attainment of those social changes 

encountered difficulties but in the long run the difficulties would be overcome, 

since those changes were inevitable in the development of all countries. 

Finally, he wished to express surprise at the attitude of the Secretariat of 

the United Nations with respect to the item. Although the Economic and Social 

Council had decided at its fifty-fifth session that the item on national experience 

in achieving social and economic changes would be considered at the present session, 

the Secretariat had not prepared the relevant documentation and, furthermore, 

although the Council had -recommended in its resolution 1746 (LIV) that the item 

should be considered by the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth session, the 

Secretariat had not includ&d it in the preliminary list of agenda items for the 

Assembly. 

The same situation had arisen with respect to the item on unified approach to 

development analysis and planning; in that connexion, he oxew the attention of the 

Committee to Economic and Social Council resolution 17q7 (LIV), which had requested 

the Secretary-General to continue studies of the question and to include it as a 

setarate item in the agenda of the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly. 

That had not been done. 

That situation gave rise to fears that perhaps the item might not be included 

even in the long-term programme of United Nations bodies, which made it necessary 

for the Council to reaffirm the earlier resolutions and insist on the need for 

their implementation. I . .. 
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To that end, his delegation suggested that the Economic and Social Council 

adopt the following decision: 

"The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling its resolutions 1746 (LIV) and 1747 (LIV)~ 

Requests the Secretariat to include the questions 'National experience in 

achieving far-reaching social and economic changes for the purpose of social 

progress' and 'Unified approach to development analysis and planning' as 

separate items in the provisional agenda of the twenty-ninth session of the 

General Assembly." 

Mr. WASILEWSKI (Poland) said that the achievement of social and economic 

objectives and the acceleration of social progress and development were fostered, 
' 

first of all, by international peace and security, detente and international 

co-operation but, at the same time, required structural and fundamental changes in 

the social and economic fields. Without such changes, the problems of under­

development such as unemployment and poverty could not be solved. 

His delegation believed that studies on national experience in achieving 

far-reaching social and economic changes for the purpose of social progress were of 

great importance because they created the opportunity for countries to make use of 

the experience gained by other countries and facilitated the selection of the best 

measures for social progress. Similarly, structural changes required ~omprehensive 

and unified planning in order to promote balanced social and economic development 

for the whole society and for different regions in a country. 

In that connexion, it was appropriate to take into account the experience of 

the socialist countries. The Polish People's Republic, which in 1974 was 

celebrating the thirtieth anniversary of its socialist existence, was an interesting 

example of how a country could emerge from under-development in a few years through 

structural reforms, a planned economy and far-reaching social and economic concepts 

aimed at social progress and development. Progress had been possible in Poland 

primarily due to the nationalization of the large industrial and banking enterprises, 

land reform and State-controlled trade. The socialist system in Poland guaranteed 

general public participation in the country's social and economic life, which had 

resulted in a steady rise in the standard of living of society in all spheres. 

I . .. 
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At the present time, in the Polish People's Republic, dynamic activity was under 

way in the field of social progress and economic development, both integrated under 

the socio-economic plans of the country. The social goals fixed by the State were 

an integral part of the long-range programme of accelerated all-round socio-economic 

development of the Polish People's Republic and its current five-year socio-economic 

plan. 

His delegation favoured the idea of intensifying United Nations work in that 

field and therefore agreed with the delegation of the Soviet Union that it was 

essential to implement Economic and Social Council resolutions 1746 (LIV) and 

1747 (LIV) in so far as the inclusion of the item under consideration in the agenda 

of the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly was concerned. The views 

expressed in the General Assembly debate on the subject would have an extremely 

positive impact on the report currently being prepared on the world social 

situation. 

Lastly, his delegation reserved the right to speak again during the debate on 

the item. 

Mr. Sayar (Iran) took the Chair. 

Miss WALTERS (Assistant Director, Centre for Development Planning, 

Projections and Policies), replying to the remarks made by the delegations of the 

USSR and Poland, pointed out that paragraph 5 of Economic and Social Council 

resolution 1746 (LIV) recommended that the Secretary-General should make a detailed 

analysis of the question in his reports on the world social situation and include 

it in the programme of work of the Commission for Social Development. That was 

being done and it did not seem appropriate to prepare separate documentation for the 

Committee before the study referred to became available. 

With regard to inclusion of the item on the agenda of the twenty-ninth session 

of the General Assembly, she pointed out that agenda item 12 (Report of the Economic 

and Social Council) provided for the inclusion of a subitem on far-reaching social 

and economic changes. 

Lastly, at the organizational session of the Economic and Social Council, it had 

been agreed that, since a report was to be prepared on the unified approach to 

development analysis and planning, for consideration by the Commission for Social 
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Development, only a progress report would be submitted to the Economic and Social 

Council. 

Mr. BYKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, despite the 

explanations given by Miss Walters, he still had doubts regarding the inclusion of 

the item on the agenda of the General Assembly. At the fifty-fourth session of the 

Economic and Social Council, it had been clearly stated that the question of social 

changes should be included as a separate item on the agenda of the General Assembly. 

He therefore did not consider that it would be sufficient to consider it as a 

subitem under the report of the Economic and Social Council. 

(b) CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION WITH YOUTH AND INTERNATIONAL YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 
(E/5427) 

Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs) said that, during the past four years, tke item on channels of 

communication with youth and international youth organizations had become one of the 

chief concerns of the United Nations in the field of youth. The unifYing concept of 

the work in that field had been and continued to be the need to increase opportunities 

for young people to participate in national and international development efforts. 

While the major part of United Nations efforts in that regard continued to centre 

around the creation of speGific opportunities, the reorientation of training and 

research on youth problems and improvements in administrative capabilities, 

substantial attention was also being given to strengthening communications between 

young people and the United Nations at the national, regional and international 

levels. Such an approach was based on the belief, reflected in recent resolutions of 

the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, that young people and their 

organizations had a great deal to contribute to the work of the United Nations and 

that healthy communication with young people was a critical element in their 

participation in development programmes. 

That had been the thinking behind the approval by the General Assembly in 1972 

of the establishment of an Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Youth to advise the Secretary­

General on activities that should be undertaken by the United Nations to meet the 

needs and aspirations of youth. That Group, which had held its first meeting from 

20 to 28 August 1973 in New York, had prepared the report before the Committee in 
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document ESA/SDHA/AC.4/2. The General Assembly, in resolution 3022 (XXVII), had 

requested the Secretary-General to transmit the conclusions and recommendations of 

the Advisory Group, with his comments, to the Economic and Social Council at its 

fifty-sixth session, which was to consider, among other things, the continuation of 

the Group. 

The Advisory Group, consisting mainly of young people, had submitted a report 

on a wide spectrum of concerns that were common to young people and the United 

Nations. The report had left some questions and suggestions open for further study. 

However, the deliberations of the Advisory Group showed that youth was a dynamic 

element in national and international development. It was also suggested, in the 

report, that the 700 million young people around the world, most of whom lived in 

the rural areas of the less developed countries, were in most cases contributing 

less to development than their energies, capabilities and numbers warranted. The 

Advisory Group had cle~rly recognized that one of the reasons why efforts for 

development at the national and international levels had been disappointing in recent 

years might be the failure of Governments and international agencies to make adequate 

provision for youth participation in those efforts. 

In accordance with General Assembly resolution 3022 (XXVII}, the Advisory Group 

had approached its task and made its recommendations along four major lines of action, 

which were summarized in paragraphs 7 to 12 of document E/?427. That document also 

contained the recommendations of the Secretary-General, who considered that several 

recommendations of the Advisory Group were of particular significance to the future 

work of the United Nations in that field. 

First, the Group had recognized that existing arrangements for the financing of 

youth programmes by the United Nations were inadequate, particularly in terms of 

involving young people and youth organizations in such programmes. At the same time, 

the Group had emphasized that youth organizations in all parts of the world were 

interested in co-operating with the United Nations to solve development problems. 

Their interest and willingness to co-operate deserved the Organization's full support. 

One of the methods suggested by the Group to deal with the situation was the 

establishment of a voluntary youth fund. 

Second, the Group had urged that more attention be given to developing 

co-operative arrangements among research, information and training institutions 
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concerned with youth, in order to increase the sharing of experience on youth's 

needs and aspirations. 

Third, the Advisory Group had encouraged more extensive use of regional 

~apabilities, particularly through the regional commissions, for dealing with youth 

problems. 

Fourth, the Group had emphasized the importance of local development and self­

help activities as a focal point of United Nations youth programmes. 

Lastly, the area of human rights and of youth participation in the promotion 

and protection of such rights had been singled out as havin~ particular importance 

for youth and youth organizations around the world. 

The Group had recommended that increased emphasis should be given to involving 

young people in the processes by which the United Nations dealt with human rights 

issues. 

In addition, the Advisory Group had made a number of specific suggestions on 

strengthening communication, United Nations technical co-operation programmes, 

exchanges among research and information bodies, the organization of seminars and 

symposia, and over-all international policy for youth. Those suggestions would 

be taken into account in the preparation of the Secretary-General's proposals for 

the medium-term plan for the period 1976-1979 and the programme budget for the 

biennium 1976-1977. 

The Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Youth had been convened as part of a comprehensive 

effort to strengthen channels of communication between the United Nations and young 

people. The initial phase of that effort was to last three years, until 1975, at 

which time the General Assembly would consider long-term action based on the 

experience gained. Parallel work was continuing during the three-year testing period 

in terms of co-operative action at the national level and improvements in the 

exchange of information on matters of mutual concern between the United Nations and 

young people. The Advisory Group had made recommendations in those areas as well 

as on the issues she had outlined earlier. 

In the opinion of the Secretary-General, the Advisory Group had shown itself 

to be a constructive initiative that had already contributed to the strengthening of 

communications between the United Nations and young people. The Secretary-General 

had accordingly recommended the convening of two additional Advisory Group meetings 

during the remaining two years of the testing period, one in 1974 and one in 1975. 
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Mr. POEDJIOETOMO (Indonesia) said that his delegation agreed fully with 

the Secretary-General's report (A/8743), which stated that the channels of 

communication between young people and the United Nations should be two-way 

channels. Despite the efforts of the United Nations and various non-governmental 

organizations, the communication gap between youth and the United Nations still 

existed. It was to be hoped that the current efforts of the United Nations would 

convince future generations of its sincerity in wanting young people to become 

involved in the political, social and economic affairs of their countries, the 

world and the affairs of the United Nations. 

In his report the Secretary-General stated that activities directed towards 

promoting such communication seek to increase the support of young people for the 

United Nations. But the most vital consideration was to gain their attention and 

their influence to help the United Nations face increasingly complex problems 

regarding the needs and as~irations not only of youth, but also of humanity as a 

whole. 

Unless communications with young people were improved and their participation 

in United Nations activities increased, the United Nations could not be a viable 

vehicle for the develop~ent of the international community and might lose the 

interest and commitment o~ future generations. The United Nations had maintained 

a lofty attitude towards communication with young people which had not helped to 

develop among young people an interest in or better understanding of the problems 

of the international _community. It was not enough to aim communication only at the 

educated youth of the world. The United Nations should reach out to all young 

people, even those who were less fortunate and those who received no formal 

education. As was stated in the Secretary-General's report, for most of the 

world's young people, the United Nations remained a distant and detached 

institution, and they seemed not to be aware of its existence. 

His delegation believed that in order to improve channels of communication 

with youth, the United Nations should set up the programmes described in document 

E/5427. It was important that the United Nations begin immediately to implement 

those programmes by establishing closer relations between youth and youth 

organizations with a view to furthering the development of educational programmes, 

broadening the services of public infor~ation centres and adopting measures to 

encourage young people to enter the service of the United Nations. The programmes 
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should not be above the heads of young people, but neither should they be 

ridiculously simple and naive: they should be honest and sophisticated enough to 

induce young people to become involved in solving the problems facing the world. 

The purpose of the programmes was to enlighten and inform young people, so that 

they would have the information and knowledge necessary to help the international 

community to solve complex and serious world problems. 

If the United Nations was to maintain its importance in the future, it would 

have to develop dynamic communication with young people. Education was the key 

element in that process. His delegation suggested that, if the proposed programmes 

were to have a permanent effect, the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on Youth and the 

United Nations Volunteers programme should work in co-opera~ion on the projects in 

question. Those agencies could select a number of field representatives to inform 

young people about the activities of the United Nations and the problems it was 

facing. In that way, each representative could be the liaison officer of the 

United Nations and could establish communications with all segments of youth at 

their own level. No new facilities needed to be created for that purpose; bodies 

already in operation could simply be expanded. The objective of that plan and its 

strength was that urban and rural, educated and uneducated young people could learn 

about the affairs of the United Nations and gain the knowledge which would, he 

hoped, motivate them to become involved in United Nations activities and in their 

own countries' development. 

In order to improve communication with youth, there had developed in Indonesia 

a spirit of self-help and intelligent co-operation between UNICEF and UNESCO which 

had helped to improve educational facilities in his country. Indonesian schools 

had become diversified, in addition to providing the usual instruction. Children 

between the ages of 12 and 16 were learning to repair radios and motorcycles, to 

operate a photo laboratory, to cook and to build. Government officials, educators 

and the people as a whole were interested in solving the country's development 

problems. By working in harmony and co-operation, the~ had made progress towards 

motivating youth to become involved in Indonesian politics, economics and social 

development and to take an interest in United Nations affairs. 

Mr. BERLIS (Canada) said that his delegation was in general agreement with 

the importance the Secretary-General's report attached to continuing the work of the 
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Ad Hoc Advisory Group and would therefore support the recommendation that the 

Council should approve the convening of two additional meetings, one in each of the 

years 1974 and 1975. 

His Government had established specific channels of communication with youth 

groups, both domestically and internationally. In keeping with the suggestion made 

in the Secretary-General's report, his delegation favoured the complete 

integration of any new programmes for youth in existing United Nations activities. 

Consequently, it attached lower priority to a secpnd world youth conference, 

pursuing instead a policy of according the fullest attention to existing 

multilateral youth bodies. 

Mrs. SHUEH Jen-wu (China) said that young people constituted an important 

component part of the revolutionary struggle against imperialism, colonialism and 

super-Power hegemony in various parts of the world, such as the Middle East and 

southern Africa. In those circumstances, the United Nations should seek first 

to strengthen its ties with the organizations in various countries which were 

engaged in the struggle against imperialism, colonialism and super-Power hegemony, 

particularly organizations concerned with the African liberation movements. A 

serious drawback of the report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group was that it contained 

no reference to such issues. 

Mr. NWALA (International Student Movement for the United Nations), 

speaking at the Chairman's invitation, said that he was taking the floor on behalf 

of the following non-governmental organizations: the International Student 

Movement for the United Nations, the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl 

Scouts, the World Assembly of Youth, the World Student Christian Federation and 

the International Co-operative Alliance. 

In general terms, the report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group was a positive 

contribution to the efforts of the United Nations to develop a meaningful dialogue 

with the youth of the modern world; however, to date the United Nations had failed 

to establish a meaningful dialogue with youth non-governmental organizations and it 

had, in particular, failed to identify the kinds of infrastructural support which 

those organizations needed in order to achieve the aims of the United Nations, which 

the Organization often exhorted them to support. The correctness of that conclusion 
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was confirmed by a review of the resolutions relating to youth which had been 

approved by major United Nations bodies, including Economic and So~ial Council 

resolution 1086 J (XXXIX), General Assembly resolutions 2037 (XX) and 2447 (XXIII) 

and resolution II (XXVII) of the Commission on Human Rights. 

If one half of the resources spent on such analysis had been made available 

for the programmes and publications of the youth non-governmental organizations, 

some tangible progress might have been made. 

The organizations he was representing could speak on behalf of a significant 

section of the world's organized youth, but that did not mean that they were not 

concerned with the situation of unorganized youth in many parts of the world. The 

youth non-governmental organizations therefore welcomed the fact that both the 

Ad Hoc Advisory Group and the Secretary-General had attached great importance to 

the need for the United Nations system to develop effective liaison machinery with 

young people at the national and regional levels. To that end, they urged that 

wherever possible the experience and facilities of such organizat.ions should be 

enlisted in all efforts to work with unorganized youth. With regard to the Ad Hoc 

Advisory Group itself, the non-governmental organizations referred to had certain 

reservations about the unrepresentative nature of the Group and therefore endorsed 

the Group's hope that it would develop firmer and more representa~ive structures; 

they welcomed the fact that the Group had drawn upon, and acknowledged the 

experience of the non-governmental youth organizations. 

The organizations for which he spoke supported the Group's basic thesis that 

the United Nations was far from exhausting its possibilities and that participation, 

co-operation and two-way communication were the fundamental guidelines for all 

activities of the United Nations with youth. 

The report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group outlined a number of options regarding 

its own future work, including the suggestion that its continuation might not be 

necessary if a more official relationship could be established between the 

United Nations and the group of youth non-governmental organizations. In that 

connexion, it should be mentioned that the informal meetings of youth 

non-governmental organizations held periodically in Geneva comprised a wide range 

of programme orientations and all major political tendencies, thus providing a 
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useful medium for the exchange of information between the United Nations and the 

participating organizations on policies and programmes relating to youth. 

There had been concerted participation of youth non-governmental 

organizations in various events organized by the United Nations, including the 

World Youth Assembly, and studies on the participation of those organizations in 

United Nations programmes in the development and environment fields had been 

jointly undertaken, producing useful proposals for future guidelines and further 

work, as well as several reports on specific issues. It should also be pointed out 

that the informal meetings in Geneva were organizing the International Youth 

Population Conference which would take place in Bucharest a week before the World 

Population Conference. 

With reference to the financing of the increased involvement of the United 

Nations in programmes involving youth, it should be recalled that in the 

Secretary-General.'s report (A/8743) the suggestion was made that both youth and 

youth organizations would be one source of extra-budgetary funds for the 

implementation of the recommendations. Unfortunately, the international youth 

non-governmental organizations were not in a position to respond to that 

suggestion, which betrayed an ignorance of the real situation faced by most of 

those organizations that symbolized the current state of their relations with the 

United Nations. It should be added that no channel of communication could function 

effectively when the financial security of the organizations was continually in 

doubt. The United Nations should therefore take an early decision to determine 

in detail what the required level of assistance would be for the following three 

years. 

The youth non-governmental organizations firmly endorsed the recommendation 

of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group that a voluntary youth fund should be established. 

In conclusion he submitted the following recommendations on behalf of the 

youth non-governmental organizations: 

(a) That, as a matter of primary importance, the Economic and Social Council 

should recommend to the General Assembly the rapid establishment of a voluntary 

youth fund under United Nations auspices to assist in the support of a substantive 

United Nations youth programme (para. 8 (b) of the Secretary-General's report 

(E/5427)); 
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(b) That the Economic and Social Council should recommend to the General 

Assembly precise measures of implementation of the suggestions regarding regional 

and national programmes for young people and with young people (paras. 8 (a), 

10 (b) and 10 (c) of the Secretary-General's report}; 

(c) That the Economic and Social Council should approve the convening of 

the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Youth on a more representative basis to further 

develop its work during two further meetings, in the closest collaboration with 

the informal meetings of the international youth non-governmental organizations 

in Geneva and other appropriate parties (para. 13 of the Secretary-General's 

report); 

(d) That the Economic and Social Council should recommend to the General 

Assembly the provision of increased financial assistance to enable the Geneva 

informal meetings of the international youth non-gov~nmental organizations both 

to continue when current funding was no longer sufficient, and to become even more 

representative (para. 7 of the Secretary-General's report); 

(e) That the Economic and Social Council should refer all substantive 

questions to its appropriate subsidiary organs or other relevant bodies, as 

suggested by the Secretary-General (para. 10 of his report), and invite them to 

seek the views of the international youth non-governmental organizations in 

consultative status with the Council and of other interested parties. 

Mr. Smid (Czechoslovakia} resumed the Chair. 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN (E/5451) (continued) 

Mr. SPEEKENBRINK (Netherlands), speaking on a point of order in 

connexion with the report of the Commission on the Status of Women, drew the 

Committee's attention to paragraph 4 of the report, in which it was stated that 

the Commission had decided that future communications relating to the status of 

women would be considered in accordance with Economic and Social Council 

resolution 1503 (XLVIII) and that that question should be deleted from the 

Committee's work programme. 

In his delegation's view, the procedure laid down in resolution 1503 (XLVIII} 

referred only to communications relating to situations which indicated a 
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consistent pattern of continuing violations of human rights, and was therefore not 

an appropriate substitute for the procedure so far followed by the Commission on 

the Status of i>lomen. 

In those circumstances he reQuested the Secretariat to explain the 

implications of such a change of procedure, with special reference to the 

consideration of communications by the Commission on the Status of Women, and to 

provide information on the action taken by the Commission on the communications 

received and on the number and nature of those communications. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that replies to those QUestions should be given 

when the Committee resumed its consideration of item 14 (Report of the Commission 

on the Status of ;women) . 

The meeting rose at 5.25 p.m. 
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733rd meeting Tuesday, 30 April 1974, 
at 10.55 a.m. 

Chairman: Hr. SMID (Czechoslovakia) 

SOCIAL QUESTIONS (continued) 

(a) NATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN ACHIEVING FAR-REACHING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGES FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF SOCIAL PROGRESS (E/CN.5/478 and Add.l and Corr.l, Add.2 and 
Corr.l, Add.3 and Corr.l and Add.4; E/AC.7/L.664) (continued) 

Mr. CHIRILA (Romania) said that Romania, as a socialist developing 

country, attached the greatest importance to international co-operation in the 

social field. His country had been one of the States which had provided information 

on their experience in achieving far-reaching social and economic changes for the 

purpose of social progress. However, recent developments, in particular the holding 

of the National Conference of the Communist Party in July 1972, made it necessary 

to supplement the information contained in its earlier report. 

The objectives of the economic and social development programme of Romania 

were to develop productive forces and the national economy, with a·view to 

ensuring better utilization of national resources and effective participation by 

Romania in the international division of labour. His Government shared the view 

that the efforts of the people themselves constituted the determining factor in the 

campaign for economic and social progress. Consequently, one of the basic 

objectives of the Romanian Government was to increase popular participation in the 

economic, social, cultural and political life of the country. The Government had 

taken various measures and implemented legislation to achieve that end. As a 

result, the population had come to play a large part in the formulation of national 

economic and social development programmes. Development objectives were 

established on the basis of a continuous flow of information between those 

responsible for formulating programmes and making decisions and those called on to 

put them into practice. In addition, the major problems of economic and social 

development were publicly debated before any decision was taken by the organ 

concerned. 

At all levels of economic and social life, there was broad and direct 

participation of specialists, representatives of trade union organizations and 

/ ... 



''/AC 7 /c'-1 733 .1..!.: • Ql •• -128-

(Mr. Chirila, Romania) 

delegates elected by the workers. For example, in 1969, the president of the 

Central Council of the General Union of Trade Unions, the president of the National 

Union of Agricultural Producers' Co-operatives and the leader of the Communist 

Youth Union had been co-opted into the Government as ministers. They were members 

of the Government by virtut~ of their positions in the popular organizations and 

could be dismissed from the Government only upon being removed from office within 

their organizations. 

The Supreme Council for Economic and Social Development of Romania had been 

set up. Its responsibilities included the formulation of a unified scientific 

concept of the country's general development prospects, the provision of guidelines 

for national planning, ru1d the supervision of the implementation of the main 

objectives of planned socio-economic development. It organized debates and 

conducted sample surveys of public opinion concerning the trends of economic growth 

and other matters. Being largely representative, the Supreme Council constituted 

a democratic forum '-thich ensured close co-operation between management, workers 

and specialists. 

Various means were used to make available to the public information on the 

domestic and international economic situation to enable it to participate fully 

in the elaboration and implementation of development programmes. In addition, 

State education at all levels, and the provision of various types of training, 

enabled the citizens of Romania to make full use of the opportunities for active 

participation•in the country's economic and social development. 

Another important aspect of Romania's development was the effective 

utilization of national resources. The balanced distribution of the national 

income between development and consumption meant that, while the standard of living ~ 

of the people was rising, approximately 30 per cent of the national income was to 

be used between 1971 and 1975 for development. The investment programme under the 

current five-year plan amounted to 540,000 million lei, as compared with 

330,000 million lei under the previous five-year plan, and one million jobs were 

to be created. Priority was given to the development of industry, with the result 

that, Hhile industry had accounted for 30 per cent of the national incone before 

1939, in 1970 it had accounted for 60 per cent, and by 1975 it was expected to 

account for 67 per cent of the national income. 
/ ... 
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Legislation concerning development stated that planned econonic and social 

development would be based on socialist industrialization and the establishment of 

an economically efficient industrial structure by giving priority to the production 

of means of production, expanding the raw materials base, creating new sources of 

energy, developing efficient sectors, and increasing the output of consumer goods 

to meet the growing needs of the population. 

The number of persons employed in industry had increased as the number of 

persons working in agriculture declined. That development, however, had not led to 

any unfavourable social consequences. Industrial development was being promoted 

throughout the whole country and was accompanied by the implementation of a 

comprehensive plan for dealing with problems caused by the urbanization and social 

development of rural areas. 

Social planning in Romania ivas an integral part of general development 

planning. Priority was given to the basic objective of the economic and social 

development policy, namely the systematic rise in standards of living and the 

education of all citizens. Real income had arisen by 5.1 per cent a year between 

1950 and 1970; in 1973, it had been three times higher than in 1938, and between 

1971 and 1975 it was expected to rise by 20 per cent. During the current five­

year plan approximately 2 million people ·would be provided with new housing. 

Priority was given to districts which were backward as a consequence of the pre-war 

economic and social structures. 

The developments he had mentioned would be described in detail in a government 

note dealing with the world social situation. 

~tr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) introduced the draft 

decision submitted by his delegation in document E/AC.7/L.664. It called for the 

inclusion in the provisional agenda of the twenty-ninth session of the General 

Assembly of two separate items entitled "National experience in achieving far­

reaching social and economic changes for the purpose of social progress" and 

"Unified approach to development analysis and planning" • 

• Miss CAO PINNA (Italy) said that the situation -vrith regard to the item 

under consideration was somewhat confusing. The Committee seemed to be dealing 
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with three items which were closely related: the social situation; review and 

appraisal of the social objectives of the International Development Strategy; ands 

as the United States representative had mentioned at the previous meeting, social 

indicators. The Soviet representative had proposed thats in accordance with 

Economic and Social Council resolutions 1746 (LIV)s paragraph 6s and 1747 (LIV)s 

paragraph 5 (e), two separate items should be included in the agenda of the twenty­

ninth session of the General Assembly. However, no report had been prepared on 

those items, and the representative of the Secret&ry-General had noted that there 

was little to be added to what had been stated in the annotated agenda of the 

Economic and Social Council. Moreover, the Commission for Social Development would 

not meet until January 1975, and the Social Committee was thus obliged to work 

without the benefit of its views. Since the report of the Secretary-General would 

not be available until January 1975, she suggested that no decisions should be 

taken until the fifty-eighth session of the Economic and Social Council or the 

thirtieth session of the General Assembly. 

The suggestion made by the United States representative at the previous 

meeting concerning social indicators was in line with paragraph 4 of Economic and 

Social Council resolution 1748 (LIV)s which invited the United Nations Research 

Institute for Social Development to undertake further studies on the establishment 

of social standards and indicators and to submit the results of those studies to 

the Commission for Social Development. She suggested that a report on the results 

of those studies should be prepared and submitted to the General Assembly at its 

twenty-ninth session, so that the Assembly would have before it a report which 

would be useful in considering the three interrelated items she had mentioned 

earlier. She hoped that the United States representative would make a formal 

proposal to that effect. 

Mr. SMIRNOV {Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, although the 

three items referred to by the representative of Italy were interrelated in that 

they all dealt with social problemas the Economic and Social Council had taken 

separate action on each item. The draft decision in document E/AC.7/L.664 

recalled two decisions taken by the Economic and Social Council. In connexion with 

the question of documentation for the General Assemblys he recalled that 
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46 Government replies and thereport of the Secretary-General were contained in 

documents E/CN.5/478 and Add.l-3. ~1oreover the two items to ~hich he had referred 

had already been considered by the Commission for Social Development at its 

twenty-fourth session. With regard to the question of Economic and Social Council 

resolution 1748 (LIV), he said that he saw no connexion in either form or 

substance between that resolution and resolutions 1746 (LIV) and 1747 (LIV). 

Mrs. BAZARICHAND (Mongolia) said that tbe item under consideration was 

one of the most important items on the agenda, in that it involved many problems 

related to economic and social progress in developing countries. Mongolia's 

development proved that far-reaching social and economic changes were important 

·factors in progress, the spiritual renewal of social life and the strengthening 

of the power of the people. Mongolia had developed from one of the most backward 

colonial countries in the east to become a modern agro-industrial State as a 

result of the 1921 revolution and radical changes in the economic and social life 

of society. One of the most important changes had been the replacement of the 

government of the exploiting class by workers' deputies. Other changes included 

the solution of the agrarian problem. The Constitution had affirmed the common 

ownership of the land and the inalienable sovereignty of the State over the 

natural resources. Another revolutionary change had been the establishment and 

strengthening of the State sector in the national economy. That had led to a 

change from small to large-scale agricultural production. 

Mental attitudes had also been transformed through education and culture. High 

priority had been given to literacy campaigns and to making culture accessible to 

the masses and thus involving them in the political life of the country. In the 

decade following the revolution, literacy had increased by 20 per cent. A national 

education system had now been introduced with free education for children in towns 

and rural areas. The qualifications of scientific workers in research institutes 

had also been improved and they were now making a valuable contribution to the 

development of the country. The ancient art of the Mongolian people had been 

enriched by innovations of form and content. 

The rapid economic and social progress had raised the material and cultural 

standards of the people. The gross national product and the real per capita income 
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were both constantly increasing. Free medical service had improved and in 1969 

there had been one doctor for every 584 inhabitants. 

The experience of the Mongolian people proved that a people, master of their 

own fate, could overcome inherited economic and cultural backwardness in a short 

period of time if they could mobilize all their internal resources. The Mongolian 

people had, of course, been assisted by the fraternal assistance and support of the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and other countries in the socialist community. 

Nevertheless, it was the national effort that was ·basically responsible for the 

rapid economic and social progress. Mobilizing national resources involved far­

reaching social and economic changes, without which progress was unthinkable. 

Her delegation supported the proposal that the item under consideration should 

be included as a separate item in the agenda of the twenty-ninth session of the 

General Assembly, as proposed in the draft decision submitted by the Soviet Union 

(E/AC.7/L.664). 

Mr. MACRAE (United Kingdom), commenting on the statements made by the 

representatives of Italy and the Soviet Union, said that there would be little 

documentation available either on national experience in achieving far-reaching 

social changes or on a unified approach to development analysis and planning. The 

report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.5/478) and the 46 Government replies had 

already been considered by the Co~{ssion for Social Development and by the Economic 

and Social Council. In resolution 1746 (LIV), the Economic and Social Council had 

decided to jnclude t~e question of national experience in achieving far-reaching 

social changes in the agenda of the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly. 

But the further detailed analysis of the world social situation was to be prepared 

not for that session but for the Commission for Social Development. Moreover, the 

Economic and Social Council, in paragraph 5 (c) of resolution 1747 (LIV), envisaged 

the submission of the results of a study to the Economic and Social Council and the 

Commission for Social Development. Those reports had, however, not yet been 

prepared. Accordingly, he proposed that consideration of the question should 

be postponed until the thirtieth session of the General Assembly. He suggested 
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that the Soviet representative might wish to consider amending the draft decision 

in document E/AC.7/L.664 to that effect. 

(b) CHANNELS OF COivJNUNICATION WITH YOUTH AND INTERNATIONAL YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 
(E/5427) (continued) 

jAr. BROffi\lERS (Netherlands) said that it was clear from the report of 

the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Youth (document ESA/SDHA/AC.4/2) that the Group had. 

made a successful beginning with the establishment of relations with youth at the 

national &~d international levels and the strengthening of youth participation 

in development and international co-operation. His delegation therefore fully 

agreed with the Secretary-Gener~l's proposal, contained in paragraph 13 of document 

E/5427, that the mandate of the Group should be extended. Horeover, the Group 

should be a platform of all youth, and his dele~ation therefore welcomed further 

consideration of the Group's composition. 

His delegation in general supported the views of the Group on the problems 

in development sectors such as education, employment and population growth and 

stressed that youth problems, which particularly affected the developing countries, 

required prompt and concerted action. An increasing number of young people were 

becoming qualified, through education and training, for jobs which the labour market 

could not make available to them. Countries therefore required stronger bilateral 

and multilateral support to further their efforts to solve their youth problems in 

the context of national development plans. The participation of youth in such 

plans was becoming imperative, as was their contribution to international 

conferences such as the World Population Conference. His delegation welcomed the 

convening of an international youth meeting as a parallel activity of the Bucharest 

Conference and suggested that the results of that meeting might in some way be 

taken into account by the Conference • 

The Advisory Group's ideas on the rights of young people and youth involvement 

in the promotion of respect for human rights required further discussion and 

his delegation therefore agreed that the relevant section of the report should be 

submitted to the Commission on Human Rights at its next session. 

/ ... 
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His delegation ivas aware that the recor.'Jllendations in the Advisory Group's 

report9 particularly in paragraphs 95 and 102, were merely intended to stimulate 

further study, but it was concerned about several of the suggested separate 

arrangements for youth activities within the United Nations. They might lead to 

the isolation of youth affairs, a situation to which the Group itself had expressed 

opposition. Furthermore, his delegation did not think that an international 

document on youth would be profitable, and could see little purpose•·in holding a 

second World Youth Assembly, unless new arrangements i·Tere evolved for the 

participation of young people in such a meeting. 

Mr. WILSON (Liberia) said that his delegation supported the recommendations 

of the Secretary-General concerning the preparation of systematic programmes and 

series of projects to increase the involvement of youth in national development 

and in the promotion of human rights. It also favoured the convening of a second 

\·,Torld Youth Assembly. 

In his country, in order to meet the needs and aspirations of youth, a 

Ministry of Youth and Labour had been set up in 1971~ which had close contacts with 

other national and international organizations. The Government. aware that 

education was an instrument of social change, had announced in 1972, tnat f:H~cotLciRry 

education would be free and that the cost of higher education would be reduced. It 

had undertaken at that time to build one elementary school with one junior high 

school in every town or city with 600 inhabitants. Also in 1972, the President. 

in an address on the founding of the Republic of Liberia, had devoted one paragraph 

of his statement to the importance of Liberia's youth in the development of a more 

dynamic nation. 

The most popular magazine in Liberia had been founded by young people. An 

article in the current issue described some National Volunteer Service activities, 

which were a practical example of how the youth of Liberia was totally involved 

in the social development of the country. 

Mr. MACRAE (United Kingdom) said that, since every aspect of youth had 

been extensively discussed by the General Assembly at its last session, the 

Committee should discuss only those points requiring decisions. Moreover, if any 

delegations wished to submit draft resolutions, they should do so promptly. 
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Otherwise the Committee should take note with appreciation of the report of the 

Advisory Group and refer it to the Commission for Social Development for detailed 

study. Document E/5427 contained detailed recommendations deserving further study 

and should therefore also be referred to the Commission for Social Development. 

With regard to the proposed United Nations Voluntary Youth Fund, his 

Government c_id not support the establishment of voluntary extrabudgetary funds. 

Since there were other funds relating to youth work, it would be better to see 

how they operated before settine; up yet another fund. 

Mrs. PICKER (United States of America) said that most of the 

recommendations of the Advisory Group could be used as guidelines for improving 

communications between youth and the United Nations. The Group had correctly 

placed great importance on regional and local programmes, where young people could 

make a direct contribution if their skills were improved. One local participation 

project carried out in Iran had involved the use of young military recruits to 

help in literacy campaigns, to teach basic hygiene and health techniques and to 

share agricultural know-hmv. 

Since the lack of effective communication between the lnited Nations and 

youth had in the past stemmed from youth's perception that international 

organizations were com~lex and often inefficient bureaucracies. setting up special 

bureaucratic mechanisms could only be counter-productive. It would be better for 

young people to be directly incorporated into ongoing development activities. 

Students and young people were interested in action, not more conferences and 

symposia on youth. Youth were integrated into the work of the United Nations, for 

example, through the 1JNICEF volunteers who worked on field projects. The lliiJICEF 

prograrone r,oight serve as a model for other United Nations agencies wishing to 

involve youn,::; pe::rple wi t[Jout creating un-vmrranted bureaucratic structures and 

incurrinc adninistrative costs. 

The Advisory Group had successfully performed its mandate and its 

recommendations should now be implemented. 

Hr. ROPOTEAN (Romania) said that his delegation had been among those 

in 1972 which had welcomed the General Assembly's approval of the convening of an 

Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Youth and was most gratified that the results, as shown by 
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the comments of the Secretary-General in document E/5427, were so positive. His 

and other delegations would submit a draft resolution on the item. 

Hiss CAO PINNA (Italy) said that the Secretary-General had requested the 

op~n~ons of Member States on three speci fie points involved in the implementation 

of General Assembly resolution 3140 (XXVIII). Therefore, any further action, with 

the exception of a decision regarding the proposal in paragraph 13 of document 

E/5427 to extend the mandate of the Advisory Group, should be deferred until the 

Secretary-General reviewed those programmes whicb, in the opinion of Governments, 

could best stimulate the participation of youth in the development of society. 

If the Advisory Group's mandate was extended it would have the opportunity of 

consulting with youth organizations, and its findings vrould be valuable to the 

Secretariat and to Governments when considering the second report on the world 

social situation of youth. Furthermore, 1-1i th an extended mandate, the Advisory 

Group could produce definitive recommendations. 

Regarding the question of establishing a voluntary extrabudgetary fund, her 

Government was usually reluctant to consider the establishment of such funds, since 

they implied the development of structures which ultimately affected the regular 

budget of the U~ited Nations. 

Mr. BADAiH (Egypt) said that his Government recognized the important 

role to be pl:wed by youth in promoting and achieving the goals of national social 

development and in implementing the principles of the United Nations Charter for 

the attainment of world peace and justice. In Egypt, youth was actively involved 

in political life through a Ministry of Youth and various other organization~. His 

delegation felt that, since youth formed an integral part of any society, its 

problems must be dealt with within th~ context of that society. Because the report 

of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group had only recently been circulated, his Government had 

not had an opportunity of soliciting the views of Egyptian youth on that report. 

His delegation had no objection to the Ad Hoc Advisory Group continuing its work, 

but felt that, before any final decision was reached~ national and international 

youth or@laizations and the competent authorities should be asked for their views 

on the questions dealt with in the report of the A~oc Advisory Group and in the 

report of the Secretary-General. Until such time as those views were obtained, 

the United Nations should c~ntinue its work to e~able youth to participate fully 

in social development and in the implementation of the principles of the United 

Nations Charter. I . .. 
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Mr. von t:YAW (Federal Republic of Germany) said that his Government was 

interested in strengthening the role of youth and youth organizations ~-rithin the 

United Nations system. He felt that the report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group was 

a satisfactory and positive document and would vote for the continuation of the 

Group for two further years. 

Mr. SMIRJ.~OV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics). referring to the 

report of the Secretary-General (E/5427), said that it was impossible to adopt 

a unified approach to the problems of youth, since those problems varied widely 

from one country to another, according to the level of economic and social 

development. and historical and cultural circumstances. As the responsibility for 

solving the problems of youth within a given country devolved upon national 

Governments, the role of the United Nations was primarily to create a favourable 

climate for the solution of international problems of concern to youth, such as 

the curtailment of the arms race, unemployment, and the elimination of social 

inequalities. t~asures to enable youth to participate more fully in economic . 
and social development would help in solving those problems. The experience of 

the Soviet Union over the past 50 years had demonstrated that any social policy, 

if it was to be successful, must be directed towards the solution of development 

problems and the implementation of programmes for economic and social change. 

Since the report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group had only recently been circulated 

and there was as yet no text in Russian, he had been able to make only a preliminary 

stuQy of the document. However, his delegation wished to express reservations with 

regard to some of the specific recommendations contained in the report. which did 

not appear to have been based on the views of Member States. A case in point was 

the proposal to convene a second World Youth Assembly. In his report, the Secretary­

General had rightly pointed out that the number of replies received from Member 

States on that question was too small to enable any conclusions to be drawn as to 

the viewpoint of f.iember States on that question. Other controversial recommendations 

were those concerning the establishment of a voluntary youth fund and the matters 

to be referred to the Commission on Human Rights, many of which were in fact already 

being considered by ·that body. His delegation also opposed the proposal that 
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a list of communications be published annually concerning gross violations of 

hum~n rights classified according to the type of violation and the country in which 

it had occurred. The Economic and Social Council, in its resolution 1503 (XLVIII), 

had already established the procedure for dealing with communications of that type. 

His main reservation, however, was that the report did not allow for a 

different approach to the problems of youth in different countries or groups of 

countries, according to their social and economic systems. The report of the 

Secretary-General took account of the broad consideration given to the question in 

the past. However, the matter should be considered by the Commission for Social 

Development. His delegation had no objection to the report of the Secretary­

General and that of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group being transmitted to the Commission 

for Social Deve:Lopment for its consideration. 

Mr. DUMAS (France) agreed that the Ad Hoc Advisory Group should continue 

its work for a further two years • He supported the recommendation in paragraph 14 

of the Secretary-General's report and recognized the importance of the programmes 

referred to in paragraphs 9 and 10 of that report. However, his delegation ivas 

not convinced of the advisability of convening a second World Youth Assembly. 

In the light of events at the first Assembly, held in July 1970, he feared that 

a second Assembly could become a political forum and devote much of its time to 

the consideration, of questions not on its agenda. As far as the proposal to create 

a United Nations research and information centre on youth was concerned, he felt 

that it would be preferable to establish flexible procedures for communication 

between regional and national organizations concerned with youth. 

Miss ILIC (Yugoslavia) found the report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group 

original and appreciated the efforts that the Group had made in considering such 

a wide spectrum of questions. However, since the Advisory Group did not consider 

its work finished, its mandate should be extended. She saw no objection to the 

submission of the report to the Commission for Social Development and to national 

Governments while the Advisory Group continued its consideration of uncompleted 

items. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 

/ ... 
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SOCIAL QUESTIONS (contipued): 

Tuesday, 30 April 1974, 
at 3.30 p.m. 

(a) NATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN ACHIEVING FAR-REACHING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGES FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF SOCIAL PROGRESS (E/CN.5/478 and Add.l and Corr.l, Add.2 and 
Corr.l, Add.3 and Corr.l and Add.4; E/AC.7/L.664) (continueQ)· 

(b) CHANNELS OF CO~~ICATION WITH YOUTH AND INTERNATIONAL YOUTH ORG~JIZATIONS 
(E/5427) (continued) 

~~. WANG Tzu-Chuan (China) said that his delegation was not in agreement 

with the draft decision submitted by the delegation of the Soviet Union on agenda 

item 8 (a) (E/AC.7/L.664) for two reasons. Firstly, although it had been 

recommended in Economic and Social Council resolutions 1746 (LIV) and 1747 (LIV) 

that both the subitems of item 8 should be included in the provisional agenda of 

the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly as separate items~ it had also 

been recommended that they should first be considered by the Committee for 

Development Planning, which would not meet until June 1974. Secondly, the agenda 

of the General Assembly was already overloaded and there would not be sufficient 

time to consider all the items. Furthermore, it was possible that, following the 

special session of the General Assembly, a proposal might be made tc include in 

the agenda other items that were of great interest to the majority of the States 

Members of the United Nations. 

~~. SRINIVASAN (India) drew attention to the relationship between 

economic development and the social consequences of both development and 

stagnation. 

In its resolution 1746 (LIV), the Economic and Social Council stressed the 

great importance of fundamental social and economic changes and expressed the 

belief that its task was to promote the implementation of article 18 (b) of the 

Declaration on Social Progress and Development. It also recommended that 

appropriate measures should be taken at all levels to ensure more active 

participation by the entire population in the production, preparation and execution 
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of policies and programmes designed to achieve far--reaching social and economic 

changes, taking into account the experience of other Governments in that field. 

Although that was important, it would be wrong to presume that one successful 

national experience in that field would be equally successful in another nation. 

All nations differed according to their level of development, and their potential 

for changing their economic and social structures was dependent on the cocial ~nd 

economic circumstances prevailing at a given time. 

All India's development plans laid great emphasis on the involvement of 

voluntary professional institutions, youth organizations, organizations of farmers, 

consumers, artisans, industrial workers, academic institutions, etc., in decision­

making as well as implementation. His Government hoped that its experiences would 

benefit other countries and was also certain that it would benefit from the 

experiments and experiences of other countries in that field. 

Mrs. SEKELE-KANINDA (Zaire) said that the fact that the National 

Executive Council of Zaire had not answered the questionnaire sent by the 

Secretary-General on the introduction of far-reaching social and economic changes 

for the purpose of social progress did not mean that her Government was not deeply 

interested in the question. It had adopted the following set of objectives, which 

it considered should be accorded top priority. 

Attempts would be made to improve the workin~ conditions of agricultural and 

rural workers, to increase their individual output by technical innovations, to 

organize the production and marketing of products at reasonably remunerative 

prices, to halt the exodus from villages to large cities, and to build roads, 

water supply facilities, small power plants and cultural centres. 

As far as industrial workers were concerned, the trade union organization to 

which all workers belonged had been requested to take part in planning surveys, 

so as to ensure balanced production growth and satisfaction of collective and 

individual needs. 

The major social objectives were equitable distribution of national income, 

increased production and its rationalization in the interests of society as a 

whole, elimination of mismanagement and unproductive effort, conclusion of 

I . .. 



-141- E/AC.7/SP.734 

(Mrs. Sekele-Kaninda, Zaire) 

collective agreements and ~~aranteed salaries and social security. Another 

priority objective was the establishment of an economic infrastructure and of new 

industries. 

The Government had also made provision for the implementation of a policy of 

important public works~ which included the nationalization of the soil and subsoil 

of Zaire. In the employment sector, various steps had been taken to combat 

unemployment. \lith regard to health~ the National Executive Council was making 

every effort to reduce epidemic and endemic diseases and infant mortality. The 

Government was also carrying out activities relating to housing. 

Hr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that it was 

evident that the two subitems of item 8 were very interesting, particularly for 

the developing countries. His delegation had underlined the importance of those 

subjects both in the Commission for Social Development and in the Economic and 

Social Council. It should be borne in mind that the outcome of discussions in the 

Council had been that the large majority of delegations had voted in favour of 

resolutions 1746 (LIV) and 1747 (LIV). They recommended that the item should 

continue to be studied at the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly, which 

was the most appropriate forum for concluding the consideration of those matters. 

Furthermore, in the Council resolutions referred to 9 the Secretary-General. had 

been requested to submit the results of the study on those subjects to the 

Economic and Social Council, together with suitable recommendations; that had not 

been possible because of the special session of the General Assembly. It was 

therefore to be hoped that the Secretariat could prepare the relevant report for 

consideration by the General Assembly at its tw·enty-ninth session. 

Finally, his delegation did not feel that it was necessary to take a formal 

decision on the matter, in view of the fact that the representative of the 

Secretary-General had assured members at the previous meeting that both subjects 

would be included in the General Assembly agenda. His delegation would therefore 

be satisfied if reference was nade in the Committee's report to the need to include 

those items in the agenda of the General Assembly. 

/ ... 
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Miss WALTERS (Assistant Director, Centre for Development Planning, 

Projections and Policies) pointed out that, at the organizational session of the 

Economic and Social Council, it had been agreed to postpone consideration of the 

unified approach to development analysis and planning until 1975, on the 

understanding that the Council would have before it a report on the subject at 

its fifty-seventh session. 

The CHAIHMAN suggested that the members of the Committee should turn to 

item 8 (b). 

Mr. WASILEWSKI (Poland) said that his delegation wished to express its 

keen interest in the questions concerning youth, its social situation, the way 

in which its needs and aspirations should be met and the development of adequate 

channels of communication with young people. His country's interest in the subject 

was quite obvious, in view of the fact that over half the population of Poland was 

under 30 years of age. 

Young people born in the Polish Peopleis Republic enjoyed all the human 

rights guaranteed by the Constitution and, in practice, by the socialist system. 

For example, in 1973, the Polish Parliament had passed a law on State obligations 

with regard to the education of young people, and the Government had worked out a 

comprehensive national programme which established goals and provided the means to 

achieve them through concerted action, particularly by State organizations. 

His delegation had studied with interest the Secretary-General's report on 

that subject (E/5427); despite the interesting observations that it contained, the 

report had some short-comings to which he wished to draw the Committee's attention. 

For example, he felt that account had not been taken in the report of actual 

circumstances such as the existence in the world of developing countries, 

capitalist countries and socialist countries, and the fact that it was not possible 

to study the problems of youth separately from the over-all situation in each 

country. It was also impossible to speak on many aspects of the question of 

youth without referring to the structural reforms which constituted the main 

prerequisite for securing the rights of youth. 

In view of the importance of the item and of the fact that it would be 

premature to take a final decision at the currert stage, his delegation considered 
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that it would be best to refer the item together with all available information 

to the Commission for Social Development for its consideration and for the 

submission of a report on the matter. 

~~. CHAVP~AVIRAJ (Thailand) said that his delegation attached great 

importance to the promotion of youth involvement in national and international 

development~ with particular reference to the implementation of the International 

Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade, as well as 

in areas concerning human rights. The young people in Thailand were considered 

a progressive social force which had a genuine desire to contribute to and 

participate constructively in the establishment of social justice. To that end~ 

by means of various measures, his Government had always encouraged youth 

initiatives and involvement in projects which contributed to national development. 

For those reasons, his delegation fully endorsed the recommendation of the 

Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Youth that the United Nations should continue to 

experiment with co-operative projects with youth organizations at all levels, but 

with particular stress on the n~tional level, taking into consideration the 

different approaches which would be appropriate to each national situation. His 

delegation also endorsed the recommendations that each regional economic commission 

should appoint a youth liaison officer and that the specialized agencies should 

enlist the co-operation of youth in their activities at the national level. 

With regard to relations between the United Nations and youth, his delegation 

agreed that, to the vast majority of youth, the United Nations still seemed 

distant and timid. To improve that situation,-it was necessary to bring about 

youth participation and co-operation as well as two-way communication between the 

Organization and youth. Both the specialized agen~ies and the Governments of 

Member States should help to ensure that young people all over the world 

familiarized themselves with the United Nations and its activities and collaborated 

with it. 

His delegation considered that it was important to continue the Ad Hoc 

Advisory Group and to enlarge it to include representatives of other international 

youth organizations. He also supported the convening of two additional meetings 

of the Group in 1974 and 1975. 
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Finally, he expressed his delegation's reservations concerning the proposed 

establishment of a voluntary youth fund and the proposed second Horld Youth 

Assembly. Since the "testing period 11 would continue until 1975 ~ it might be 

necessary to wait, taking a decision on those two matters at a later stage, when 

it was possible to assess the results of work being carried out in that field. 

Mr. ROUX (Belgium) said he supported the statement made by the 

representative of Italy at the previous meeting regarding the draft decision 

submitted by the Soviet Union (E/AC.7/L.664), which would have the Assembly 

consider item 8 (a) at its twenty-ninth session. Although that question was of 

great interest, it would be premature for the General Assembly to consider it at 

its twenty-ninth session, since the Assembly would by that time not yet have 

studied the important 1974 Report on the World Social Situation. It would be much 

wiser to accept the suggestion of the United Kingdom representative that the 

General Assembly should consider the quest ion at its thirtieth session, by l·rhich 

time delegations would have studied the Report, which apparently would contain a 

chapter on the question dealt with in item 8 (a). 

Mr. WILSON (Liberia) endorsed the vie1..rs of the representative of Belgium, 

since the 1974 ~art was not yet available. It would be better to wait until the 

Report was available before consideration of the item was resumed. 

He also supported the United Kingdom subamendment to the USSR draft decision. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), replying to a request 

for clarification by the representative of Brazil, confirmed that his delegation 

would not press for a decision by the Council on item 8 (a) at the current 

session and would be satisfied if its recommendation was reflected in the 

Committee's report. 

1'1r. HACRAE (United Kingdom) said that his delegation would of course not 

insist on the subamendment which it had proposed at the previous meeting and Which 

would be reflected in the record of that meeting. 

The meetin~ rose at 4.20 p.m. 
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E/AC.7/SR.735 

Wednesday. 1 May 1974, 
at 10.55 a.m. 

Chairman: Mr. SMID (Czechoslovakia) 

SOCIAL QUESTIONS (continued): 

(a) NATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN ACHIEVING FAR-REACHING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGES FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF SOCIAL PROGRESS (E/CN.5/478 and Add.l and Corr.l, Add.2 and 
Corr.l, Add.3 and Corr.l and Add.4; E/AC.7/L.664 and L.666) (continued) 

Mrs. PICKER (United States of America) introduced the draft resolution 

concerning social indicators for measuring social progress (E/AC.7/L.666). She had 

consulted informally with other delegations and the text incorporated some 

suggestions they had made. 

Mr. HAENSEL (German Democratic Republic) supported the Soviet draft 

decision in document E/AC.7/L.664, which was fully in accordance with Economic and 

Social Council resolutions 1746 (LIV) and 1747 (LIV), and also with the position 

taken at the Algiers Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned 

Countries and with the view expressed during the sixth special session of the 

General Assembly that the United Nations should take appropriate measures to 

accelerate economic and social progress in States liberated from colonialism and 

dependence. The Secretariat should accelerete preparations for consideration of 

the two items at the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly. 

The German Democratic Republic's experience in carrying out sweeping social 

and economic changes indicated that such changes promoted social progress only if 

they were of a democratic and progressive nature and were aimed at improving the 

situation of the working masses and strengthening a democratic State authority. 

The objectives of the changes should be the elimination of existing economic and 

social imbalance, improvement in the standard of living of the people and 

involvement of the working masses and social organizations, particularly the trade 

unions, in planning and carrying out economic and social changes. Socio-economic 

changes were conceivable only in the context of the specific conditions of each 

country. In the German Democratic Republic, changes were directed at ensuring 

job security, good education for all and equal rights for women, improving health 
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care, and guaranteeing the basic rights of the younger generation and good human 

relations. The objective was to raise the standard of living constantly and to 

satisfy the growing material and cultural needs of the people. 

His delegation believed that the maintenance of peace and strengthening of 

international security were fundamental to social progress. He therefore supported 

the view that the elimination of all forms of discrimination and exploitation was 

indispensable for far-reaching social and economic changes for the purpose of 

social progress. 

" Mr. SAYAR (Iran) drew attention to the Government reply from Iran 

contained on page 41 of document E/CN.S/478/Add.l, which described national 

arrangements for planning, land reform, educaticn and public health. Since then, 

two important decrees had been issued which would have a major effect on the 

economic and social development of Iran. The first provided for free secondary 

education for all children. There tad previously been free· primary education for 

all children and free secondary education for some. In addition, all school 

children would be given one nutritious hot meal each day. The decree would take 

effect at the beginning of the next scholastic year. The second decree established 

a national health service, which would provide free health care for all Iranians. 

There had previously been some private health insurance schemes, but the new 

decree covered the whole population, including the large rural population of 

approximately 30 million. Iran had sufficient resources to implement the vast 

project in stages. Qualified staff and equipment we~e needed, although in some 

areas existing facilities and personnel were adequate. 

In connexion with the question of staffing the public health system, he 

stressed that it was absolutely essential for developing countries to provide 

training for qualified staff at all levels. His country attached great importance 

to education and training, particularly for all activities that would affect the 

social welfare of the people. Each developing country should have, in addition 

to an economic and social policy, a systematic training policy for all 

categories of staff, including regular and accelerated training. 

I . .. 
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Mr. CURTIN (Australia) said that Australia had long regarded social 

development as an important component of economic development. Economic 

development involved concepts and judgements tlhat were constantly being elucidated. 

The scope of the item under consideration was vast, and the Committee should try 

to work out as precisely as possible what exactly it was trying to achieve. It 

should be guided by the debate at the twenty-eighth session of the General Assembly, 

by the work to be carried out by the United Nations Research Institute for Social 

Development (UNRISD) in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 

1748 (LIV), and by the work to be carried out under draft resolution E/AC.7/L.666, 

if adopted. 

With regard to the draft decision in document E/AC.7/L.664, his delegation 

had no strong views on how the items on the unified approach and far-reaching changes 

should be included in the agenda of the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly. 

However, he did wonder whether two separate items were really necessary. The 

Secretariat needed clear guidance on the matter. 

In connexion with the question of social indicators, there ~as clearly a 

need for a more comprehensive study of the various factors that affected the welfare 

of the individual. He requested clarification of the nature of the studies. proposed 

in draft resolution E/AC.7/L.666, as he was not familiar with the work being done 

by UNRISD. He would, however, fully support any attempt to identify social 

indicators and refine the concepts of social development. In that connexion, he 

hoped that the Commission for Social Development would make useful progress. He 

would not take a position on the draft resolution until further information was 

available. 

His Government was strongly committed to policies aimed at minimizing social 

inequality and injustice and at improving the social performance of the national 

economy. The elaboration of social welfare policies was a continuing process. 

t Australia had long maintained a system of free primary and secondary education, but 

had introduced totally free tertiary education only the previous year. The 

Australian social welfare programme was evolving to take account of the diversity 

of the r.ation's social, economic and cultural patterns by involving those who used 
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welfare services in the evaluation of their effectiveness. Social welfare policies 

could be improved through adjustments in health ~egislation and in taxation and 

pension policies. Moreover, there should be continuous improvement in the enjoyment 

of human rights if individuals were to benefit fully from economic and social 

opportunities. 

There was clearly a need to give a new direction and new impetus to the 

debate on social progress at the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly, and 

he would welcome any suggestions for a new approach. 

Mr. BERLIS (Canada) supported draft resolution E/AC.7/L.666. It drew 

attention to the interesting work being done in many countries on identifying 

social indicators to measure social progress, which could facilitate planning for 

social progress. The draft resolution advocated the exchange and borrowing of 

ideas to meet national needs in social development. He suggested that, once the 

studies had been carried out, the results could be incorporated in the Report on 

the World Social Situation. 

Mr. BADAWI (Egypt) said, with reference to draft resolution E/AC.7/L.666, 

that his delegation understood the importance of the social component of development, 

since economic development was sought not for its own sake, but in order to achieve 

social objectives. His delegation would support the draft resolution, which would 

deepen knowledge of the complicated social aspects of development. However, in 

paragraph 3 (a), perhaps the word 11Undertake 11
, which might suggest some new studies 

which were not in fact intended, should be replaced. In the first preambular 

paragraph, reference should also be made to General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV), 

since that would make it clear that social indicators were to be used within the 

framework of the International Development Strategy. In paragraph l, the word 

napproval" was not appropriate and should be replaced by a word such as "interest" 

or "appreciation". Furthermore, the draft resolution repeatedly referred to both 

the developing and the developed countries, which seemed unnecessary if it was 

intended to apply to all Member States. 

I . .. 
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In considering social indicators and co-ordinating available data, the 

Secretary-General would take the structure of international society into account, 

including the imbalances which affected Member States' development efforts. 

Policies were part of that structure and imbalances were caused by the policies 

of some developed countries supporting racist and other regimes which were 

contrary to the principles of the United Nations Charter. There was a lack of 

capital, equipment and assistance for development that affected the capacity of 

the developing countries to undertake research into social achievements. 

Development could be attained only if the international community as a whole 

supported the efforts of the developing countries. 

Mrs. MAIR (Jamaica) said that, as a member of the Commission for Social 

Development, her delegation had supported the unified approach to development 

as being an integral part of national planning. It had stressed the need to identify 

social indicators which would serve to measure social and economic changes and would 

be used as criteria in the review and appraisal exercise. The results of the first 

review and appraisal showed that the developing countries were those which had 

least benefited, particularly in social terms, from the First Development Decade. 

Housing, nutrition and employment were critical indices of national social progress 

that needed to be refined into usable social indicators for countries emerging 

from colonialism. The inclusion of item 8 (a) and of the unified approach to 

development analysis and planning as separate items in the agenda of the General 

Assembly at its twenty-ninth session would highlight the need for social indicators, 

and she therefore supported the Soviet draft decision in document E/AC.7/L.664. 

She supported the intention underlying the United States draft resolution 

(E/AC.7/L.666), but shared the view of the representative of Egypt that the word 
11 approval" in paragraph 1 was inappropriate. It should be replaced by the work 

"interest", which implied no value judgement. Furthermore, the words "developing 

and developed11 before the word "countries" should be deleted. 

I .. . 



E/AC.7/SR.735 -150-

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said, with reference 

to draft resolution E/AC.7/L.666, that social indicators for the measurement of 

social progress could not be uniform, because of each country's different 

situation, and could not be considered in isolation from economic indicators, 

since social development largely depended on the growth of national income and how 

it was distributed. The measure of improved well-being among the various sectors 

of the population provided one major indicator in measuring the development of any 

country, but social progress could also be measured by the access of youth to all. 

levels of education and the measures taken to counteract unemployment. If only 

social indicators were considered, as suggested in the draft resolution, a 

distorted view might be arrived at. 

In the developing countries, the question should be considered in terms of 

the implementation of the goals of the Second Development Decade and the fact that 

the International Development Strategy stressed the achievement of social progress 

through economic development. Resources were needed to bring about the necessary 

radical social and economic changes and resolve the backwardness inherited from the 

colonial era. 

Economic and Social Council resolution J748 (LIV) had requested the 

Secretariat to prepare appropriate and specific documentation and to submit it to 

the Commission for Social Development at its twenty-fourth session, and had invited 

UNRISD to undertake further studies on the establishment of social standards and 

indicators and to submit the results to the Commission for Social Development in 

time for its twenty-fourth session. He therefore debated the appropriateness of 

adopting draft resolution E/AC.7/L.666, since no new elements were·being introduced 

and since the matter had been discussed separately by the Council at its 

fifty-fourth session. Furthermore, the interim report referred to in 

paragraph 3 (c) of the draft resolution was not necessary, since the matter would 

not be before the General Assembly as a separate agenda item. 

Mr. BROAD (United Kingdom) said that his delegation was sceptical about 

the value of the General Assembly's discussiLg the subject-matter of Council 

resolutions 1746 (LIV) and 1747 (LIV) as separate items; if those questions were 

to be discussed, resolution 1748 {LIV) should also be taken into account. Any 
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discussion of the first two questions should preferably be deferred until after 

the Report on the World Social Situation had been prepared, and the two questions 

should be taken together. 

His delegation supported draft resolution E/AC.7/L.666, since it provided for 

the preparation of documentation as a basis for further discussion. However, the 

draft resolution might give rise to duplication of effort. Accordingly, although 

Council resolution 1748 (LIV), referred to in the first preambular paragraph, in 

fact covered the work of UNRISD, he suggested that a final preambular paragraph 

should be inserted which might read as follows: "Taking due account of major work 

in this field now being undertaken by the United Nations Research Institute for 

Social Development,". 

Miss CAO PINNA (Itaiy), responding to the question asked by the 

representative of Australia, said that additional information on the unified 

approach could be found in the report on a unified approach to development analysis 

and planning (E/CN.5/477), which had been considered by the Commission for Social 

Development at its twenty-third session. 

Referring to draft resolution E/AC.7/L.666, she shared the reservations 

expressed by Egypt and other delegations with regard to the wording of 

paragraph 3 (a). As it stood, that paragraph implied that the United Nations was 

being requested to undertake new studies on social indicators. Since work was 

already being done in that field, however, it would be preferable to adopt a 

step-by-step approach to the question. The United Nations should first make an 

assessment of the work being done on social indicators at the national, 

international and regional levels, and only if that work was felt to be insufficient 

should the Organization consider undertaking new studies in that field. She 

the~efore urged the delegation of the United States to consider modifYing the 

wording of paragraph 3 (a) accordingly. Since the purpose of identifYing social 

indicators for measuring social progress was to enlighten the bodies responsible 

for development planning and analysis, the assessment to be made by the Secretary­

General should determine the extent to which social indicators were identified and 

used in decision-making and in evaluating progress towards the attainment of 

social goals and objectives. The decision as to the necessity of undertaking 
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further work and the direction which qUCh work should take could be made when the 

interim report of the Secretary-General was considered by the Economic and Social 

Council and the General Assembly. In her view, any future work undertaken by the 

United Nations should be directed at stimulating the identification of social 

indicators at the national level. In view of the technical nature of the ~uestion, 

the bodies most competent to deal with it might be the Commission for Social 

Development and the Commission for Development Planning. Conse~uently, while the 

report could be usefully considered by the General Assembly, the decision on the 

nature of any work to be undertaken should be deferred to the next session of the 

Commission for Social Development. 

Some additional action by the Council was necess~ry, since UNRISD did not 

appear to have undertaken further studies on the establishment of social standards 

and indicators, as it had been invited to do by the Economic and Social Council in 

its resolution 1748 (LIV), 

She pointed out that the ~uestion of so~ial indicators had not been discussed 

as a separate item at the fifty-fourth session of the Economic and Social Council. 

Paragraph 4 of resolution 1748 (LIV) had been added to the recommendation of the 

Commission for Social Development. 

Miss WALTERS (Assistant Director, Centre for Development Planning, 

Projections and Policies} informed the Committee that, at the meeting of the Board 

of UNRISD held in July 1973, it had been agreed that, while current activities 

related to social indicators would continue, no new projects should be undertaken 

in that field. The current activities of UNRISD included a study of the use of 

statistical data for the measurement of socio-economic development and the 

identification of its content, and research into the measurement of progress at 

the local level. 

Within the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the Statistical Office 

was engaged in a number of relevant statistical studies and a report on 

international activities in the field of social indicators was being prepared for 

submission to the Statistical Commission~s Working Party on a System of Social and 

Demographic Statistics meeting in June 1974. Some preliminary work was also under 

way in the Centre for Development Planning, Projections and Policies to prepare a 

document on social indicators for submission to the Commission for Social 

Development in January 1975. 
I . .. 
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The CHAIRMAN appealed to the delegations concerned to endeavour to reach 

agreement on the points raised during the meeting in respect of draft resolution 

E/AC.7/L.666, to enable the Committee to reach a decision on the text at its next 

meeting. 

Mr. SMIRNOV'(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) pointed out that the 

earlier observations made by his delegation had been only of a preliminary nature. 

His delegation was currently engaged in drafting possible amendments to that 

resolution. However, since the draft resolution had been circulated only recently, 

he felt that discussion of the text and any amendments to it could be postponed. 

(b) CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION WITH YOUTH AND INTERNATIONAL YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 
(E/5427; E/AC.7/L.665) (continued) 

Mr. ROPOTEAN (Romania), introducing draft resolution E/AC.7/L.665, said 

that for the past decade one of the major preoccupations of the international 

community had been the analysis of the problems of the younger generation. The 

United Nations had devoted considerable energy to creating a climate in which youth 

could express itsc~f on all questions of international concern. Delegations at ·che 

twenty-eighth session of the General Ass-embly and in other international bodies had 

expressed their continued interest in troadening the field of activities relating 

to youth and in improving communications between the United Nations and youth and 

youth organizations. It was with those considerations in mind that the sponsors 

had submitted the draft resolution. 

Mr. SAYAR (Iran) said that his delegation supported in principle the 

conclusions in the first report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group established under 

General Assembly resolution 3022 (XXVII). It was very important to organize 

seminars for young people within the United Nations framework. Regional programmes, 

perhaps within the framework of the regional economic commissions, would be of 

t particular benefit to developing countries. He supported the recommendations in 

paragraph 12 of the report of the Secretary-General (E/5427), particularly the 

question of the evaluation of racial prejudices in textbooks and publications. He 

did not, however, feel that the reconciliation of the issue of conscientious 

objection with the need to defend one's country, referred to in 

paragraph 12 (a) (iv), was of particular importance for developing countries. He 
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supported the further development of the United Nations Volunteers programme, 

recommended in paragraph 7 of the report. His delegation had sponsored the 

establishment of the Volunteers programme and supported its incorporation in UNDP. 

The programme brought together young people from all countries and encouraged 

mutual understanding and solidarity. The volunteers could contribute to the 

economic and social development of the most disadyantaged countries and promote 

understanding and co-operation between young people throughout the world. 

The recommendations in section III of the report of the Secretary-General 

(E/5427) required further elaboration in co-operation with interested United 

Nations bodies, such as the Commission for Social Development, the Commission on 

Human Rights and UNDP. The experience of the specialized agencies such as UNESCO, 

ILO and FAO could also be useful in elaborating the recommendations. 

As one of the sponsors of draft resolution E/AC.7/L.665, he hoped that it 

would be adopted unanimously. 

Mrs. MAIR (Jamaica) said that General Assembly resolution 3022 (XXVII), 

referred to in draft resolution E/AC.7/L.665, provided a practical basis for 

improving national and international communications with youth. 

The item under consideration was primarily concerned with the exchange of 

ideas about the policies and programmes of the United Nations and Member States 

concerning youth, since the establishment of effective communication between youth 

and the United Nations could serve to improve young people's understanding of 

planning procedures. The Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Youth had begun the process of 

communication and, with the Council's support, that body could become an effective 

mechanism to ensure youth's effective participation in United Nations activities. 

It was clear from section II of the Advisory Group's report (ESA/SDHA/AC.4/2) and 

from the Secretary-General's comments (E/5427} that youth's participation was 

valuable because it was realistic, made in awareness of the limitations of 

international procedures. 

Paragraph 13 of the Advisory Group's report called for wider consultations and 

larger forums for the discussion of certain issues, and draft resolution 

E/AC.7/L.665 supported that request without prejudice to any future decision made 

by the United Nations or Member States. The sponsors, of which her delegation was 

/ ... 
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one, recognized that the recommendations of the Advisory Group were not definitive, 

but their value lay in the dialogue which had been initiated and which should 

remain unbroken. They were also aware of the financial implications of paragraphs 

7 and 8 of their text, but thought that the cost of further meetings of the 

Advisory Group was minimal in view of the importance of its work. 

Mr. BADAWI (Egypt) said that his delegation had already made known its 

views on the sutject of youth. He supported draft resolution E/AC.7/L.665 and 

thanked the sponsors for including the idea that the Secretary-General's 

recommendations on the report of the Ad F.oc Advisory Group should be transmitted 

to Member States for their comments. 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

Mr. WASILEWSKI (Poland), supported by Mr. BADAWI (Egypt), proposed tbat, 

to enable delegations to observe the International Day of Solidarity of Working 

People, the afternoon meeting of the Committee should be cancelled. 

Mr. TREVINO (Mexico) pointed out that a similar procedure adopted by the 

Economic and Social Council in 1973 had not been inte~ded to serve as a precedent. 

However, his delegation would have no objection to the cancellation of one meeting 

of the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if he heard no objection, he would take it that 

the Committee agreed to cancel its afternoon meeting. 

It was so decided. 

The meeting rose at 1 ~.m. 

/ ... 
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736th meeting Thursday, 2 May 1974, 
--- at 11.05 a.m. 

Chairman: Hrs. '1AIR (Jarn_aica) 

SOCIAL QUESTIONS (continued) 

{a) NATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN ACHIEVING FAR-REACHING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGES FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF SOCIAL PROGRESS (?./CrJ.5/478 and Add.l and Corr.l, Add.2 and 
Corr.l, Add.3 nnd Corr.l, and Add.l~; E/AC.7/L.664, L.666/Rev.l) (continued) 

Mrs. PICKER (United States of America) introduced draft resolution 

E/AC.7/L.666/Rev.l. The draft had been revised to take account of some of the 

constructive amendments proposed by other delegations. In paragraph 1, the word 
11approval" had been replaced by the word 11interest 11 and the words 11many developing 

and developed11 by the word 11 somen. In order to stress that the Secretary-General 

vrould not be requested to undertake new studies~ the first three words of 

paragraph 3 (a) had been replaced by the word "Summarize~ 1 • Drafting changes had 

been made in paragraph 3 {b). She hoped that the revised version of the draft 

resclution would resolve the doubts expressed by the Soviet representative. She 

fully agreed with him that social goals could not be divorced from economic goals, 

and it Has in that connexion that her delegation had submitted the draft resolution 

to seek ways of measurine changes in living standards. 

Mr. WASILEWSKI (Poland) said that social indicators should take account 

of the economic and social conditions of the countries in which they were to be 

applied. In that connexion, he referred to the report of the Secretary-General 

on far-reaching social and economic changes {E/CN.5/478), paragraph 29 of which 

stated that government replies had indicated that social progress required economic 

development accompanied by far-reaching economic and social changes. Social 

indicators could not be a substitute for such changes. The very expression "social • 

indicators;v was vague and required clarification. In the light of Economic and 

Social Council resolution 1748 (LIV), he saw little or no point in adopting another 

resolution on the same subject. 
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In connexion with the idea of grouping together the three items concerning 

social questions for consideration by the General Assembly, he recalled that the 

bConomic and Social Council had decided, in resolution 1746 (LIV) and 174T (LIV) 9 

that two separate items on far-reaching social and economic changes and a unified 

approach to development should be included in the agenda of the twenty-ninth 
• 

session of the General Assembly and, in resolution 1748 (LIV) 2 that research on 

social indicators should be continued. 

Mr. SiURNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics} agreed that the term 

nsocial indicators 11 was vague; its meaning was not even clear to the Secretariat, 

which would have difficulty in preparing an interim report. Since the Economic 

and Social Council had decided in resolution 1748 (LIV) that research on social 

indicators should be continued and results of studies should be submitted to the 

Commission for Social Development, he saw no need to adopt another resolution on 

the same subject. 

The United States representative had given due consideration to amendments 

submitted by various delegations. He hoped that other amendments would also be 

considered, and he proposed that delegations should proceed with their consultations 

on the draft resolution before any action was taken. 

Mr. von KYAW (Federal Republic of Germany) said that his Government 

recognized the close relationship between economic and social development and the 

importance of social change in the process of development. Social progress and 

social justice for all segments of the population had been achieved in the Federal 

Republic of Germany through an accelerated evolutionary process without undue 

interference in the functioning of the national economy, which had to create the 

material conditions necessary for social progress~ and in full recognition of and 

respect for the basic human rights and freedoms of all citizens. All aspects of 

the item under consideration should be given thorough examination. The reply of 

his Government to the questionnaire of the Secretary-General was contained in 

document E/CN.S/478/Add.l. 

He supported draft resolution E/AC.7/L.666/Rev.l, since social indicators were 

one useful element in assessing social progress. Like the Italian delegation, his 

delegation was primarily interested in identifying indicators, and it would welcome 

a report from the Secretary-General on available data and studies being carried out 

-vrithin the United Nations system. / ... 
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(b) CHANNELS OF COivll1UrTICATION iUTH YOUTH AND INTERNATIONAL YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 
(E/51~27; E/AC. 7/L.065) (continued) 

I•a-. von KY.AH (Federal Republic of Germanh) said that, since his Government 

supported the participation and involvement of youth and international youth 

organizations in the decision-making process of the United nations system, it 

supported draft resolution I£/fi .. C. 7 /L. 665 in general and, in partic~lar, paragraph 7 

providing for two ~dditional meetings of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Youth. He 

suggested that, in order to strengthen the dialogue with international youth 

organi~ations, the scope of paragraph 1 might be broadened by requesting the 

Secretary-General to transmit his report and that of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group not 

only to Member States but also to international youth organizations in consultative 

status with the Economic and Social Council. 

His delegation was not convinced of the advisability of establishing a voluntary 

youth fund but, since paragraph 6 simply invited the Secretary-General to consider 

the feasibility of voluntary contributions, it had no difficulty in accepting that 

paragraph and would take the recommendations of'the Secretary-General into account 

at the Council's fifty-eighth session. 

Referring to paragraph 8, he said that his delegation doubted whether the 

enlargement o.f the Ad Hoc Advisory Group at the current stage would strene;then the 

Group or increase its efficiency. Consequently, it would prefer to see that 

provision interpreted and applied in a somewhat restricted manner. 

Mr. BERLIS (Canada) said that draft resolution E/AC.7/L.665 contained 

reasonable proposals for future action by the Council. Like the representative of 

the Federal Republic of Germany, he found himself in general agreement with those 

proposals. However, it would be helpful if some clarification could be given as 

to the intended Meaning of the words "regional and national youth meetings '1 in 

paragraph 5. If it was the intention of the sponsors that meetings of youth should 

be organized, the 1wrds 11and that youth participation at such meetings be assured" 

were redundant. If, however, it ~·ras intended that such meetings should not be 

composed of representatives of youth but should simply deal with questions of 

concern to youth, the wording might be changed to reflect that intention more 

clearly. 
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Referring to paragraph 6, he agreed that the question of establishing a new 

fund for a specific purpose should receive very close scrutiny. 

Referring to paragraph 8, he expressed.the hope that, when the possi~ility 

of expanding the Ad Hoc Advisory Group was being considered, attention would be 

given to the advantages of continuity and of limiting the size of the Group so that 

its effectiveness would not be impaired. In considering the question, the 

Secretary-General might also take account of the financial implications of 

expanding the Group. 

Mr. BROtn-TERS (Netherlands) congratulated the sponsors of the draft 

resolution on their successful efforts to reflect the views expressed by the 

members of the Committee. The draft resolution would enhance contacts with youth 

and increase the participation of youth in development. However, it contained no 

reference to the possibility of seeking the views and comments of youth and youth 

organizations on the report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group. Consequently, he 

suggested that the words "an<'i interested international youth non-governmental 

organizations having consultative status with the Economic and Social Council" 

should be inserted after the words 11l-1ember States 11 in paragraph 1. If that 

suggestion was acceptable to tl1e sponsors, his delegation would be able to support 

the draft resolution as a whole. 

Mrs. PICKER (United States of America) expressed her appreciation of the 

leadership shown during recent years by the delegation of Romania in connexion 

uith the question of communication with youth. Her delegation had already stated 

its belief that youth should be integrated in development activities wherever 

possible and that youth was interested in participating in those activities. She 

sugr;ested that, in paragraph 5, the words "specific issues 11 should be replaced by 

the words "action programmes!~. 

Miss JAUREGUIBERRY (Argentina) said that her delegation was prepared to 

support the draft resolution. However, she felt that some clarification of 

paragraph 8 was required. She wondered whether the Secretary-General was to 

examine the possibility of changing the composition of the Advisory Group or 

simply of enlarging it. There ap~eared to be a discrepancy between the English 

and French texts. I . .. 
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llfr. SlVliRlWV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his 

delegation was surprised to note that, in the sixth, seventh and eighth preambular 

paragraphs of the draft resolution, assessments were made of the Ad Hoc Advisory 

Group's report. The mandate of that Group, which was composed of individuals 

serving in a personal capacity and not as representatives of Member States, had 

been to advise the Secretary-General on activities that should be undertaken by 

the United Nations to meet the needs and aspirations of youth, and not to report 

to the Economic and Social Council. Consequently, it was not a&visable to include 

an assessment of the Advisory Group's report in the draft resolution, since that 

report had not been submitted to the Economic and Social Council, but was for 

information purposes only. In his report, the Secretary-General suggested that 

the various recommendations in the Group's report might be referred to the 

Population Conru1ission, the Commission on Human Rights or the Commission on the 

Status of Homen for their consideration. The Soviet delegation felt that that 

would be the most appropriate procedure. \·Jhen the various matters had been 

considered by the competent bodies, the Economic and Social Council would be in 

a position to take further action. He therefore appealed to the sponsors of the 

draft resolution to delete the sixth, seventh and eighth preambular paragraphs, 

so that attention could be concentrated on the Secretary-General's report. 

He also doubted whether it was necessary to include a reference to the 

report of the Secretary-General in document A/8743, since that report had . 
already been considered by the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session. 

The only recommendation in document E/5427 that was addressed directly to the 

Economic and Social Council concerned the convening of two additional meetings 

of the Advisory Group in 1974 and 1975. The Soviet delegation was of the opinion 

that the Advisory Group had already fulfilled its mandate. 

His delegation would express its views on the operative part of the draft 

resolution later. 

Mr. MIKOLAJ (Czechoslovakia) said that, like other representatives9 he 

was not yet in a position to assess the recormnendations in the Advisory Group's 

report, which had been distributed at a rather late date. Consequently, his 

delegation could not assess or adopt recommen'la.tions ma.ri~ on the basis of that 
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report. He therefore supported the proposal that the Secretary-General's report 

should be considered by the competent United Nations bodies and the results of 

their deliberations submitted for consideration by the Economic and Social Council. 

The report could then be communicated to Member States and to the subsidiary organs 

and international agencies concerned for their observations. His delegation 

therefore found it difficult to accept paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of the draft 

resolution. 

Mr. HAENSEL (German Democratic Republic) agreed with the views expressed 

by other delegations concerning those paragraphs of the draft resolution which 

referred to the report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group. He also agreed that the 

various recommendations in that report should be referred first to the competent 

United Nations bodies, as suggested in the report of the Secretary-General. Since 

wthe Advisory Group could be considered to have fulfilled its mandate, paragraphs 7 

and 8 of the draft resolution could also be deleted. 

Referring to paragraph 14 of the report of the Secretary-General, he said 

that the competent United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and youth 

organizations had demonstrated their ability to deal with the matters referred to 

in that paragraph. 

Miss CAO PINNA (Italy), referrin~ to the widely supported proposal that 

the Ad Hoc Advisory Group should continue in existence, said that its mandate 

should be clearly defined. 

Paragraph 7 of draft resolution E/AC.7/L.665 called on the Group to study 

further the problems mentioned in the report of its first meeting. She requested 

the sponsors of the draft resolution to indicate whether it was their intention 

that the Group should study the problems listed in paragraph 102 of that report: 

the advisability of a second World Youth Assembly, United Nations youth commission, 

declaration of the rights and responsibilities of youth, United Nations 

international research and information centre on youth, international youth year, 

international youth day and United Nations international youth organization. If 

that was to be the agenda, the Group could certainly not cover it in two meetings. 

Moreover, those were items of an institutional nature. Paragraph 14 of the report 

of the Secretary-General (E/5427) outlined a more acceptable agenda for the 
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Group's future meetings. If the Committee accepted that agenda, paragraph 7 of 

draft resolution E/AC.7/L.665 should be amended accordingly. 

Mr. ~~CRAE (United Kingdom), referring to paragraph 1 of draft 

resolution E/AC.7/L.665, supported the proposal that the report of the Ad Hoc 

Advisory Group should be circulated. If the Group was to meet again in 1974, its 

report should be submitted to the Commission for Social Development and the Economic 

and Social Council. 

He suggested that a drafting change should be made in paragraph 5 to make it 

clear that the United Nations had no intention of intervening in the work of 

national youth meetings. He endorsed the reservations expressed by the 

representatives of the Federal Republic of Germany and Canada with r.egard to 

paragraphs 6 and 8. With regard to paragraph 7, it would be better to convene 

one additional meeting of the Group in 1974, and then consider whether another 

meeting would be required. 

~~. ROPOTEUU~ (Romania) said that the sponsors of document E/AC.7/L.665 

had accepted the following amendments. The last part of the first preambular 

paragraph, beginning with the words nand the report of", should be deleted. The 

sixth, seventh and eighth preambular paragraphs should be deleted. In paragraph 1, 

after the words "Member States", the following should be inserted: "and interested 

international youth organizations ·in consultative status with the Counci1 11
• In 

paragraph 5, the words "that regional and national youth meetings on specific 

issues:~ should be replaced by "that international and regional meetings on 

specific issues and action programmes related to youth". The sponsors would be 

ready to delete paragraph 6, if delegations so desired, but perhaps the idea. of 

a preliminary study on the feasibility of voluntary contributions might prove 

acceptable. In paragraph 7, the words nthe report of the first meeting of the 

Group and" should be deleted. By retaining the reference to further meetings in 

1974 and 1975, the continuity of the Advisory Group was ensured. Paragraph 8 

should be deleted. 
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Mr. MIKOLAJ (Czechoslovakia) said that his delegation vrished to amend 

the first three operative paragraphs of draft resolution E/AC.7/L.665. Paragraph 1 

should read: "Notes the report of the Secretary-General containing his comments 

and recommendations on channels of co1mnunication with youth ar.d international youth 

organizations." Paragraph 2 should read: "Requests the Secretary-General to 

communicate his report to the Commission for Social Development, the Commission on 

Human Rights, the Commission on the Status of Women and the Population Commission 

for consideration, taldng into account the views expressed in the Exonomic and 

Social Council. 11 Paragraph 3 should read: "Requests the Commission for Social 

Development to consider the report of the Secretary-General when.examining the 

item on youth in connexion with General Assembly resolution 3140 (XXVIII). 11 

Mr. von KYA\f (Federal Republic of Germany) thanked the sponsors of draft 

resolution E/AC.7/L.665 for the spirit of compromise they had shown in revising 

their text. It now seemed, however, that the representative of Czechoslovakia was 

proposing that all references in the draft resolution to the report of the Advisory 

Group should be deleted. By referring to that report, the Council vtas z:ot endorsing 

it, but merely suggesting that it should be submitted for further consideration to 

interested parties. The text of the draft resolution should therefore be 

maintained, as revised by the representative of Romania. 

Mr. BURDEKIN (Australia) said that his delegation would support draft 

resolution E/AC.7/L.665, as revised by the sponsors but was disappointed that 

paragraph 8 had been deleted, since it had appreciated the possibility that the 

composition of the Advisory Group might be reconsidered. He supported the views 

expressed by the representative of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thanked the sponsors of 

draft resolution E/AC.7/L.665 for the understanding they had shown. However, the 

amendment submitted by the representative of Czechoslovakia to paragraph 1 seemed 

appropriate. In General Assembly resolution 3022 (XXVII), the Secretary-General had 

been requested to transmit the conclusions and recommendations of the Ad Hoc 

Advisory Group on Youth, with his comments, to the Economic and Social Council at 

its fifty-sixth session, which had been done. The actual report of the Advisory 

Group was not before the Council and it would therefore be inappropriate to transmit 

~t to Member States for their consideration. It was sufficient to submit the 
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Secretary-General's report to the competent bodies of the United Nations for 

consideration of the recommendations it contained. The conclusions reached by 

those bodies would be considered by Governments and by either the Council or the 

General Assembly. 

Paragraph 2, which at present me=Hti oned "subsidiary organs 11 , had been 

clarified uy the second C'!7.echoslovak amendment. The Commiss1ou .Lv.1. L>vc.iCI...L. 

Development, the Commission on Human Rights and the Commission on the Status of 

Women should, when considering document E/5427, bear in mind the comments made in 

the Social Committee. His delegation objected to the reference to two additional 

meetings of the Advisory Group made in paragraph 7, which he regretted had been 

retained. HOi-rever, if the Council agreed to the continuation of the Group, the 

latter should study the problems listed in General Assembly resolution 

3022 (XXVII), since the recommendations for action in the Secretary-General's 

report went beyond the mandate of the Group as laid down by that resolution. 

It was not incumbent on the Council or the Secretary-General to review the mandate 

of the Group. He therefore wished to suggest a new paragraph 7 to read as follows: 

"Requests Member States to submit to the Secretary-General information on the 

involvement of youth and youth organizations in the economic and social development 

of countries, on the education of youth in a spirit of peace, equality of all 

peoples, mutual understanding and co-operation, as well as on the promotion of 

youth activities aimed at the implementation of United Nations objectives." 

Paragraph 8 would then read: "Requests the Secretary-General, on the basis of the 

information received from Member States, to prepare a report and submit it to the 

Economic and Social Council at its fifty-eighth session." His delegation assumed 

that the information received from Member States would give the Secretary-General 

a clearer picture of the activities of youth and youth organizations in the 

various countries. 

He supported the sponsors' revision of paragraph 5, in so far as concerned 

the replacement of the word "National" by "international"; but, bearing in mind 

usual United Nations practice, the word "seminars" would be more appropriate than 

the word 11meetings 11
, since seminars were always held within the framework of 

advisory services. 
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Mr. Dill!J.AS (France) asked whether the suggestions put f'orvrard by the 

representatives of' Czechoslovrucia and the Soviet Union should be regarded as 

formal amendments. 

Mr. MIKOLAJ (Czechoslovakia) confirmed that his suggestions were formal 

amendments. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his 

delegation had offered its comments for consideration oy ~~e sponsors of the draft 

resolution. In the light of the sponsors' reaction to them, it would decide on 

the status of those comments. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 

/ ... 



E/AC.7/SR.737 -166-

737th meeting Thursday. 2 May 1974, 
at 3.35 p.m. 

Chairman: Mr. SAYAR (Iran) 

NARCOTIC DRUGS: 

(a) REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD (E/5456); 

(b) REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS ON ITS SPECIAL SESSION (E/5458) 

Mr. MARTENS (Director of the Division of Narcotic Drugs and Acting 

Executive Director of the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control) drew the 

Committee's attention to the report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its 

third special session (E/5458) and made special reference to what he believed 

to be some key draft resolutions adopted by the Commission. The first was draft 

resolution E, concerning the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances. The 

previous year, the Economic and Social Council had adopted resolutions 1773 (LIV) 

and 1774 (LIV) in which it had recommended that Governments that were not yet 

parties to the Convention on Psychotropic Substances, the Single Convention on 

Narcotic Drugs, 1961, and the Protocol Amending the Single Convention on Narcotic 

Drugs, 1961, should ratify or accede to them. In 1974, the Commission was 

recommending adoption of a resolution on accession to the Convention on Psychotropic 

Substances. There was no doubt that abuse of and illicit traffic in psychotropic 

substances had increased. On the other hand, it was a fact that the Governments 

of the countries most concerned with manufacture, production and trade in 

psychotropic substances had not yet ratified the Convention or acceded to it. The 

Commission was recommending that the Economic and Social Council urge all 

Governments, particularly those in that category, to accede to the Convention. 

Draft resolution F, concerning the periodicity of Commission sessions, 

reflected its concern that its regular sessions were not sufficient to deal with the ~ 

growing problem of drug abuse. The Commission was recommending recognition of the 

need for special sessions while the current emergency situation persisted. 

A third concern of the Commission was the cultivation of coca in the Andean 

region and the increase in the quantity of cocaine entering the illicit traffic. 

The Commission was asking the Council to recommend to the Governments of the 

I ... 



-167- E/AC.7/SR.737 

(Mr. Martens) 

Latin American countries concerned that they intensify their efforts to reduce 

cultivation of the coca bush and eliminate the illicit traffic in cocaine. The 

Commission considered that improved regional co-operation and greater international 

involvement would assist those Governments in achieving a solution. 

The Commission had also studied problems arising from illicit treffic. 

Traffickers were taking advantage of customs transit systems to move illicit drugs. 

The Commission was recommending that the Economic and Social Council request 

Governments to give urgent attention to that problem and to improve reethods for 

the exchange of information at the bilateral and regional levels and with Interpol. 

The Commission was also suggesting that Governments should be reminded of their 

obligation to communicate to the Secretary-General promptly information on illicit 

traffic. 

Similarly, the Commission had noted with satisfaction the report of the 

Ad Hoc Committee on Illicit Traffic in the Far East Region and had endorsed its 

recommendations and commended them to the Governments concerned. It had also 

requested the Secretary-General to convene regular meetings of operational heads 

of the national narcotic law enforcement agencies of the countries of the region. 

One important issue which had not been covered in any draft resolution 

concerned poppy cultivation under properly controlled conditions to meet world 

requirements of opium for medical and scientific purposes. Some countries had 

experienced difficulty in obtaining sufficient quantities of codeine to meet their 

medical needs. The Commission's primary concern was to ensure that there was 

no possibility of any increase in illicit traffic as a result of any methods adopted 

to ensure a continuing and adequate supply of codeine for medical and scientific 

purposes. In that context, the Commission had established several avenues of 

possible research, notably under the auspices of the United Nations Laboratory. 

In his capacity as Acting Executive Director of the Fund, he welcomed the 

announcement by the United States representative that his country would make the 

sum of $800,000 available to the Fund for research in that field. 

After associating himself with the unanimous expression of thanks and 

appreciation to Sir Harry Greenfield, who was shortly to resign as President of the 

International Narcotics Control Board, he drew attention, in his capacity as 

I . .. 



E/AC.7/SR.737 -168-

(Mr. Martens ) 

Acting Executive Director of the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control, to the 

operations financed by the Fund. Sixty-two new projects had been formulated and 

approved since the establishment of the Fund. Eleven of them had been oompleted 

and the rest were at various stages of implementation. The details of those 

projects were given in the report submitted to the third special session of the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs (E/CN.7/562). 

Priority continued to be given to practical, action-oriented projects capable 

of producing a relatively fast impact on drug abuse. The aim was to cover all drug 

abuse control activities, including demand, illegal supply, and illicit traffic. 

Legal adviqe continued to be given to a number of countries in the drafting of 

relevant laws and regulations. 

The Fund continued to support the training of a large number of officers from 

national agencies in drug abuse control techniques. Similarly, it continued to 

support research and efforts to co-ordinate research on a wide range of problems, 

including those of a medical, social, chemical and biological nature. In 1973, 

research on a new variety of poppy, which did not yield morphine but could be used 

for the production of codeine, had produced interesting results. Progress had also 

been made in the identification of biological enemies of natural narcotic plants. 

A good start had been made in co-ordinating research on identification of drugs 

in body fluids and standards had been recommended for drug identification kits. 

The Fund continued to provide support for country programmes and national action 

against drug abuse; such assistance was directed towards countries for which action 

would be difficult without international or some other support. The country 

programmes were designed to respond to the particular needs of individual Member 

States. 

The Government of Thailand had been the first to request such assistance, and 

a country programme had been introduced there at the end of 1972. The results 

achieved had encouraged several Governments to request similar programmes. To date, 

the Fund had received requests from other ccuntries in Asia and the Far East. More 

than a year's experience in Thailand showed that gradual elimination of opium 

production could be achieved when both the Government and the people concerned 

wanted it. One gratifying aspect of the programme in Thailand was that it had 
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attracted the attention of bilateral and multilateral donors, who had shown 

willingness to contribute in cash and in kind. Clearly the international community 

should be encouraged to participate in that way. 

He hoped the Fund would continue to act as a catalyst in determining the needs 

of individual countries in order to meet them more promptly. Requests for new 

projects and programmes far exceeded the available resources of the Fund. 

Additional financial resources would be needed if the previous year's mcmentum was 

to be maintained. 

The members of the Commission had expressed the wish that the establishment 

and activities of the Inter-Agency Advisory Committee on Drug Abuse Control, which 

had met in 1974, should be co-ordinated with the. work of the Commission and the 

activities of the United Nations family in the field of drug abuse control. That 

had been taken into account by the Inter-Agency Advisory Committee, which kept 

under constant review the means by which a concerted United Nations programme of 

action could be implemented. The organizations concerned had a clear understanding 

of the joint objectives, and that ensured co-ordinated programming among them and 

reduced the possibility of duplication of effort. Targets had been set for drug 

abuse control and a consensus had been reached on the principles of evaluation. 

Each of the new country programmes would require from $3-5 million for five 

years in order to reach the point at which the Fund, having performed its function 

as a catalyst to promote greater national and international involvement in drug 

abuse control, could withdraw. An annual target of $10 million would be required 

to meet the needs of the programmes, and that target was still far from being 

achieved. The Fund was currently faced with serious policy decisions: for 

example, either the country programmes were guaranteed adequate financing from the 

outset, or it would be necessary to finance them piece-meal, with the resulting 

uncertainty as to successful project execution. For many countries, their ability 

to meet their international obligation to reduce the supply of narcotics continued 

to depend in large measure on the support they received from the international 

community. For that reason, he renewed his plea to Governments for generous 

contributions which would enable the Fund to ensure the continued successful 

implementation of a programme characterized by its great urgency. 
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Mr. DUMAS (France) said that the general impression created by the report 

of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (E/5458) was that it was now more essential 

than ever to intensify preventive and suppressive action and to establish a system 

of co-operation which would transcend national sensitivities. He drew attention 

to a series of statistics showing the current situation in France in that respect. 

At present, drug addicts were divided into two very distinct classes: those 

addicted to the more toxic substances, and occasional users who, because their 

problem was psychological, were easier to rehabilitate. The law now in force in 

France, that of 31 December 1970, was adequate to deal with users in the second 

category, but not with hardened addicts, who eventually returned to drugs, a fact 

which made them real centres of infection. Despite the difficulty of treating 

such addicts, the problem remained a marginal one in France, thanks to the strict 

application of the 1970 law and the efforts of the police. 

He emphasized the vigorous action taken by the special branches of the 

French police to investigate and eliminate drug traffic and the excellent 

co-operation between them and the United States and Canadian authorities, which 

had resulted in a favourable change in the situation. He hoped that action would 

be strengthened by the establishment of centralized agencies in the Europe of 

the Nine. 

Mrs. GROOP (Finland) recalled that at the Council's fifty-fourth session 

her delegation had drawn attention to the urgent need for adequate international 

statistics on the consumption of dependence-producing medicines. It wished to 

emphasize anew the need to give high priority to the. compilation of international 

statistics on narcotics, and underlined the advisability of including alcohol in 

those statistics, the compilation of which should be entrusted to a single 

organization. 

Research into ways to control drug abuse had overlooked the sociological 

aspect of the problem; that was also reflected in the discussion in the United 

Nations. Accor~ingly, her delegation proposed that at its next session the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs should embark on the formulation of a work programme 

which would place the problem in a wider context. 

Another matter to be considered was the structure of the administrative and 
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executive machinery for drug control. The primary aspect was the co-ordination of 

the activities of the Commission, the International Narcotics Control Board and 

the Fund. Another aspect was the possible co-ordination of projects financed by 

the Fund with other United Nations development projects, particularly the country 

programmes of UNDP. A third aspect concerned governmental control of all 

activities, which would imply a reappraisal of the Commission's role in relation 

to the other bodies. 

In addition to prcmoting the study of control methods, special attention 

should be given to methods of treating and rehabilitating drug addicts and 

alcoholics. That problem demonstrated yet again the need for a medico-sociological 

approach. 

Her de~egation did not feel that special preference should be given to any 

particular sector, so far as the prevention 9f drug abuse was concerned, but 

rather that there should be a comprehensive social policy. 

Turning to a more specific subject, she recalled that at its previous session 

the Commission had expressed increasing concern at the abuse of one particular 

drug, khat, and had decided to include the question in the agenda of its next 

regular session. Her delegation believed that the situation should be reviewed 

from a general standpoint before further steps were taken. The information 

available on khat was mainly pharmacological and was, therefore, inadequate. It 

was not that khat should not be controlled, but rather that the costs and benefits 

of control should be carefully weighed before final decisions were taken. Thus, 

there should be a thorough investigation, which could, for example, be undertaken 

by the United Nations Research Institute for Social Defence. 

With regard to draft resolution F, in chapter XIII of the report, her 

delegation considered Ghat, if the Commission continued its work within the 

existing framework, it would not be necessary at present to regularize the special 

sessions. Moreover, the previous spring the Council had adopted resolution 

1768 (LIV), in which it had decided, inter alia, that all its subsidiary bodies, 

with the exception of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination and the 

Commission on Human Rights, should as a general rule meet biennially. ~he 

recommendations in paragraphs 3 and 4 of draft resolution F should be considered 

against the background of resolution 1768 (LIV), which had been adopted 

unanimously. 
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Mr. VANCE (United States o~ America) said that the last six decades had 

seen the development o~ an international plan o~ attack against the menace o~ drug 

abuse, a plan which had given rise to a series o~ international conventions that 

had gradually extended the jurisdiction o~ international law over the production, 

manu~acture, distribution and consumption o~ narcotic drugs. That process had 

culminated in a series o~ related institutions which were in a position to develop 

the capacity necessary ~or e~~ective international control over drug abuse. 

The ~irst o~ those institutions was the International Narcotics Control Board 

established by the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961. It was doing 

valuable work by assisting Governments to ~ul~il the responsibilities they had 

contracted under the relevant treaties on the production, distribution and 

consumption o~ narcotics. 

Another important institution serving the world community in that ~ield was 

the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the only agency in the United Nations system 

concerned exclusively with drug abuse control; the report on its third special 

session was evidence o~ its vitality and importance. During its recent session, 

the Commission had considered not only illicit tra~~ic in and abuse o~ drugs, but 

also ways o~ ensuring adequate supplies o~ opiates ~or medical and scienti~ic needs, 

while maintaining e~~ective controls to prevent their diversion to the illicit 

market. His delegation supported the dra~t resolutions which the Commission 

recommended ~or adoption by the Economic and Social Council and hoped that the 

Commission would intensi~y its e~~orts to ~ocus world attention on the issues and 

e~~ects o~ drug abuse and recommend measures to alleviate them. 

A third weap~n in the international community's ~ight against drug abuse was 

the newly established United Nations Fund ~or Drug Abuse Control, which had been 

equipped to assist Governments to deal with all aspects o~ the problem, namely, 

illicit supply, tra~~ic and demand. In its three years of e~stence. the Fund had 

drawn up a large number o~ progra:n'l):ll.es) --including pilot projects designed to 

demonstrate the viability o~ substitute crops ror farmers who had traditionally 

devoted themselves to cultivation- of the opium poppy. The training, treatment and 

research programmes ~inanced by the Fund were also o~ great value to individual 

countries and to the international community as a whole. The United States would 
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continue to contribute to the Fund on a periodic basis, but the amount of its 

contributions would depend on the e*tent to which other countries made more 

equitable contributions, and also on an evaluation of the development and 

execution of the Fund's programmes. 

The international structure would quickly be completed once the required 

number of Governments had ratified and put into effect the 1972 Protocol Amending 

the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, and the Convention on Psychotropic 

Substances, a step of the first priority in the international community's fight 

against drug abuse. In the opinion of his delegation, the international community 

should concentrate its activities not on the creation of new legal instruments, 

but on the more effective use of the existing instruments so as to permit the 

achievement of their established goals. To that end, he hoped that all Governments 

would increase their support for the International Narcotics Control Board and 

would make full use of its capacity to give help to those countries which needed it 

in order to combat drug-related problems. In that respect, he drew the attention 

of international financial institutions and bilateral donors to the Board's 

recommendations concerning assistance to enable countries to discharge effectively 

the obligations they had contracted. His delegation also hoped that the 

Governments of the world would co-operate more widely with the Commission on 

Narcotic Drugs by providing it with the information it required to advise the 

Economic and Social Council on the world situation concerning narcotics. 

Similarly, it hoped that Governments would contribute to the United Nations Fund 

for Drug Abuse Control on a periodic basis and in accordance with their financial 

capability, so that the Fund would not suffer from budgetary limitations on its 

efforts to establish and carry out new programmes designed to eliminate drug 

production, distribution and consumption. 

For its part, the United States Government would continue its efforts at the 

national and multilat€ral levels to find a solution to the problem of illicit 

drug traffic and drug abuse; at the international level, it would continue 

co-operation with other countries of the kind mentioned by the representative of 

France, and it would support all the draft resolutions submitted to the Council 
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on that subject. In addition, his delegation was to co-sponsor a draft 

resolution commepding the work of the International Narcotics Control Board. 

Mr. BROAD (United Kingdom) said that, in his Government's opinion, 

international co-operation, particularly within the framework of the United 

Nations, was one of the most effective ways of solving the serious problems 

resulting from drug abuse. He was pleased to announce that, as a token of its 

appreciation of United Nations work in the field and subject to parliamentary 

approval, the United Kingdom would in 1974 contribute £50,000 to the United 

Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control. 

For the present, he wished to confine his remarks to the draft resolutions 

in chapter XIII of the report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (E/5458). In 

that respect, his delegation had no difficulty in supporting draft resolutions A, 

B and D. 

He pointed out that in draft resolution C, entitled "Co-operation for drug 

law enforcement in the Far East region", mention was made in paragraph 3 of the 

travel expenses of one participant from each country in the region, but no 

reference was made to the payment of subsistence expenses which should also be 

borne by the Fund. He suggested, therefore, that the words "and subsistence" 

should be added after the word "travel" in that paragraph. 

Turning to draft resolution E, entitled "1971 Convention on Psychotropic 

Substances: ratifi~ations and accessions", he said that his country would submit 

to the International Narcotics Control Board statistics showing that all the 

substances mentioned in the Convention could be obtained in the United Kingdom 

only on prescription and were subject to controls as strict as those on opiates. 

Although his delegation was in general sympathy with the aims of the Convention, 

it could not support it as a whole, and would be obliged to abstain in the vote 

on the draft resolution. 

Finally, with reference to draft resolution F, concerning the periodicity of 

Commission sessions, his delegation, as it had already pointed out on other 

occasions, attached the utmost importance to the question of biennial meetings 

mentioned in Economic and Social Council resolution 1768 (LIV). Consequently, it 
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had some doubts about draft resolution F which, in its present form, seemed to 

depart from the general rule on the subject. Although his delegation recognized 

that the current situation with regard to narcctic drugs was extremely grave, it 

felt that the holding of annual meetings in Geneva would consume money and time 

which could be devoted to the fight against drug abuse. Accordingly, his 

delegation suggested that the words "for the duration of the current emergency" in 

paragraph 1 of draft resolution F should be replaced by the words "as necessary". 

Secondly, his delegation was not convinced of the need for a decision by the 

Council at the present time on the convening of a special session in 1976. He 

suggested therefore that paragraph 2 should be amended to read: 

"Further decides that the Commission should consider at its regular 

session scheduled for 1975 whether to meet in special session for two weeks 

in 1976". 

That change would entail the deletion of paragraph 3. 

Following the same reasoning, his delegation proposed the deletion of 

paragraph 4, concerning the possibility of convening another special session in 

1978, since such a decision would be premature at the current stage. 

'Mr. ARIM (Turkey} associated himself with the tributes paid to 

Sir Harry Greenfield, the President of the International Narcotics Control Board, 

and also praised the report of the Board for 1973, particularly for the excellent 

manner in which it described the current situation in Turkey and focused on the 

difficult and thankless task confronting the Government of that country, which in 

1971 had adopted the sovereign decision to put an end to poppy cultivation from 

1972 onwards. 

As a result of that sovereign decision, the Government of Turkey had adopted 

a programme aimed at protecting the interests. of the growers, which comprised both 

short-term and long-term objectives. As a first Ftep, and with a view to 

compensating the growers for losses suffered as a result of the above-mentioned 

measure, during 1972 and 1973 they had been paid indemnities calculated on the 

basis of the quantity of opium they had sold in 1971; 64,254 growers from seven 

provinces had received 78 million Turkish lire in 1973. 
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Nevertheless, the losses suffered by the growers as a result of the 

prohibition of poppy cultivation could not be measured in cash only, and for that 

reason the Government had adopted measures to transform the economic structure of 

the area devoted to such cultivation, with a view, inter alia, to increasing the 

family income of the rural population, promoting substitute crops, developing an 

agro-industry for the manufacture of products and increasing marketing services 

and the necessary infrastructure. 

In addition to the regional plan, projects designed to increase the income 

of the rural population groups in the shortest time possible had been put into 

effect in 1972, in the framework of a short-term programme. In that respect, he 

cited various projects relating to irrigation, pasture land and so forth. 

It should be borne in mind that the poppy had been of vital importance for 

Turkey, and particularly for the area which had been traditionally devoted to its 

cultivation. Indeed, opium sales had constituted the principal source of income 

for that area; moreover, the poppy had been used for various purposes, including 

industrial and nutritional purposes. In the circumstances, despite the efforts of 

the Government of Turkey to replace poppy cultivation, no concrete results had 

thus far been achieved in terms of increasing the income of growers, which had 

provoked a deep sense of uneasiness and insecurity. Moreover, public opinion was 

incenseg by the fact that certain Governments of industrialized countries, while 

taking advantage of the consequences of the sacrifice made by the Turkish peasant 

farmer, were trying to evade measures for the international control of psychotropic 

substances. In those circumstances, international solidarity should certainly play 

a fundamental role in the control of drug abuse and was one of the most pressing 

requirements of international morality. However, that same morality also included 

other no less vital principles, namely, equality of treatment and the equitable 

distribution of benefits and sacrifices. 

After studying all aspects of the problem, the Turkish Government would quickly 

find solutions which were in keeping with the country's interests and which, as had 

been pointed out in the Government's programme, would satisfy humanitarian concerns 

while at the same time remedying the unfavourable situation in which the poppy 

growers found themselves. In that connexion, it should be added that, in order to 

preserve the properties and characteristics of the Turkish poppy seed, crops had been 

planted on seven state farms over an area of 17 hectares. 
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The international community should not lose sight of the current situation in 

Turkey with regard to drug control; on the contrary, it should try to understand 

the causes of that sense of injustice which prevailed among the Turkish people. 

With regard to the report of the third special session of the Commission on 

Narcotic Drugs (E/5458), he referred to the question of illicit traffic in 1973. 

In that connexion, he drew to the Committee's attention the fact that consideration 

of the illicit traffic in drugs could not be dissociated from consideration of 

narcotic substances of natural origin and psychotropic substances. The abuse of 

psychotropic substances was becoming increasingly widespread throughout the 

world~ even in countries of Africa and Asia. In that connexion, the Turkish 

Government had always maintained that there should be a correlation between 

measures for the control of narcotic drugs and measures relating to psychotropic 

substances. His delegation was pleased to note that in various parts of the 

world, the campaign against illicit traffic was going ahead and that 

international co-operation had already been initiated in several regions. 

The Turkish Government had taken steps to strengthen the police, the 

gendarmerie and the customs service. The police and the gendarmerie had been 

organized on a modern, complementary basis and specialized offices had been set 

up in the three largest towns of the country. Moreover, 420 persons had 

attended special courses in recent years to prepare them for carrying out those 

functions. All those activities were co-ordinated by a Central Drug Section in 

the General Security Division at Ankara. 

Although the police could culltrol the towns, the gendarmerie was 

responsible for much of the country's territory, including the frontier zones and 

the coasts. For that reason, mobile units of gendarmes had been set up in 

30 provinces. 

The results of all those efforts had been very satisfactory. Currently, the 

major preoccupation of the law enforcement agencies was the illegal traffic that 

was attempted through Turkey. There were indications that Turkey was in danger 

of becoming a country of transit. In that respect, he referred to the problem 

of the abuse by drug traffickers of the customs regimes for goods in transit 

and pointed out that the Inland Transport Committee of the Economic Commission for 

Europe had adopted a draft resolution recommending that greater attention should 

be paid to that problem. 
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In that connexion, regional co-operation, which the member countries of the 

Sub-Commission on Illicit Traffic and Related Matters in the Near and Middle 

East were constantly intensifying, was important. 

Lastly, his delegation greatly appreciated the report of the Ad Hoc Committee 

on Illicit Traffic in the Far East Region. Doubtless, the findings of the Ad Hoc 

Committee on the traffic in opium and opiates in the 11frontier zones" would 

encourage interested countries to intensify their efforts in that field. It also 

appreciated the information contained in the report on the results of the South 

American Conference of Plenipotentiaries on Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances., 

held at Buenos Aires in April 1973. His delegation congratulated the nine States 

which had adopted the South American agreement on that subject. 

With regard to operations financed by the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse 

Control, he said that the industrialized countries had not contributed to the Fund 

to the extent of their capacity. The fact that the success of the Fund had not 

been limited thereby was due to the efficiency of its staff, who had been able to 

take advantage of the available resources in the best possible manner. The Fund 

was a valuable instrument whose usefulness could be increased by the industrialized 

countries if they made more generous contributions, which would bear witness to 

their desire to put an end to drug abuse. His delegation reserved the r~ght 

subsequently to submit draft resolutions on the operations financed by the Fund. 

Chapter VIII of the report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs referred to 

poppy cultivation under properly controlled conditions so as to meet world 

requirements of opium for medical and scientific purposes. It was pointed out in 

the report that the basic question was the scarcity of codeine and that there was 

a danger that the supply of opium would not be sufficient for the medical and 

scientific needs of the international community. Certainly there were differences 

of opinion as to the extent and imminence of the shortage of those substances, 

although there was agreement that the problem existed. As to the manner. of solving ~ 

it, on which there had been a divergence of views in the Commission, his delegation 

felt that the provisions of the relevant international treaties should be borne in 

mind. Turkey was a party to the 1961 Single Convention and its internal legislation 

was on conformity with that treaty. Obviously, the measures adopted to deal with 

the problem could not be in violation of the provisions of international law, which 
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established both the rights and the obligations of States parties. No provision 

of that Convention could be invoked as a legal basis for an attempt at de facto 

monopolization by a single country which would be considered the only one that 

could guarantee the supply of opium. A State could authorize poppy cultivation 

in its territory, in which case it would have to satisfy certain conditions laid 

down in the Convention. As long as it did so, it could not be censured or obliged 

to desist. The decision to prohibit such cultivation was· solely with1n its own 

discretion. The relevant provisions of the Single Convention could not be 

interpreted otherwise. 

Therefore, in any attempt to find solutions to the problem of the scarcity of 

opium it was essential that Governments should make a clear distinction between 

their own wishes and the legal obJigations of States, and that they should realize 

from the start that any measures they might advocate which vent beyond those 

obligations could have no legal value other than that of a mere recommendation. 

If those eleme~tary points were ignored, States might find themselves proceeding 

into an ill-defined area and that could only lead to misunderstandings and friction. 

In his Government's opinion, no licit poGsibilities could be ignored in 

endeavours to find valid solutions to the problems of the opium shortage under 

consideration in the competent organs of the United Nations. 

Miss JAUREGUIBERRY (Argentina) said that her Government had set up a 

National Commission for Drug Addiction and Narcotics which had broad functions with 

regard to the.planning and programming of the fight against drug addiction. With 

the assistance of various governmental, scientific and security sectors, that body 

constituted a multidisciplinary centre for the study and appraisal of the 

phenomenon of drug addiction and acted in an advisory capacity to the executive power. 

Furthermore, a law had been passed in Argentina on psychotropic drugs, only 

eight months after the signing of the Vienna Convention on Psychotropic Substances • 

Argentina had already ratified eight international conventions on the subject and 

was in the process of ratifying the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances and 

the 1972 Protocol Amending the 1961 Single Convention. 

As far as international co-operation in that field was concerned, her 

delegation wished particularly to endorse the conclusions of the South American 

Conference of Plenipotentiaries on Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances held at 
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Buenos Aires in 1973. That meeting had been convened to decide upon the measures 

needed to ensure close co-operation and an exchange of useful information with 

regard to all aspects of the fight against the abuse of narcotic drugs and 

psychotropic substances. 

A fUrther South American conference would meet shortly to take final decisions 

concerning the financiQg of the Permanent Narcotics Secretariat and other . 
organizational details. 

That effort towards regional co-operation should be taken into account in 

planning operations financed by the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control. 

Her delegation therefore welcomed the statements made by the Acting Executive 

Director of the Fund to the effect that priority would be given to the appointment 

of regional advisers for South America and Africa. Her delegation hoped that the 

next report would contain a section on financial allocations according to 

geographical areas. 

Her delegation strongly supported each and every one of the draft resolutions 

prepared by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs. Her delegation found draft 

resolution C particularly interesting and would like to state that the promotion 

of regional activities should not be limited to a specific region but could and 

should be extended to other parts of the world where there were problems linked 

with the illicit traffic in narcotic drugs. Furthermore, the financial 

implications of that draft resolution should be favourably considered when other 

regions were involved, particularly countries which did not have the financial or 

technical means required to deal successfully with the fight against illicit 

traffic. Finally, her delegation agreed with the United Kingdom suggestion that 

the Fund could cover the subsistence of participants in the regular meetings of 

operational heads of the national narcotic law enforcement agencies in the Far 

East region. 

Mr. LOPEZ (Spain) said that, as a result of its geographical position, 

Spain was the victim of narcotics traffic, as indicated in the report of the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs (E/5458). He read out data relating to the fight 

against the illicit traffic in narcotics in his country and sai~ that his delegation 

fully agreed that there was a need for international co-operation to combat the 

grave problem afflicting international society. 
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Mr. BURDEKIN (Australia) said that his delegation hoped that it would be 

possible to adopt the draft resolutions before the Committee quickly. Referring 

to draft resolution C, he said that his delegation was especially pleased to 

recommend paragraph 2, in which the Secretary-General was requested to convene 

regular meetings which would, of course, be fitted in with the general pattern of 

narcotics meetings of interest to the Far East region. The Ad Hoc Committee had 

made a very useful contribution to regional co-operation in drug law enforcement 

and there had oeen strong support in the region for the proposal to hold regular 

meetings. The Ad Hoc Committee had not called for the establishment of a narcotics 

sub-commission, but it had expressed the belief that a continuing formal dialogue 

was necessary. 

His delegation hoped that the Committee would adopt the draft resolution 

before it and the amendment proposed by the representative of the United Kingdom. 

Mr. LEHTIHET (Algeria) said that his delegation found the report of the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs satisfactory with regard to both the effective work 

carried out to protect society and the spectacular results achieved in drug law 

enforcement and the suppression of drug traffic in the countries which had signed 

the important 1961 Single Convention. 

Algeria had fully endorsed the objectives established in the 1961 Single 

Convention and was closely following the work of the Commission and the 

International Narcotics Control Board. 

Referring in particular to draft resolution F, he said that in his delegation's 

view, the problem of drug abuse among young people was not so urgent as to warrant 

a special session in 1976. It would be preferable to abide by the normal cycle of 

meetings of the Commission, and in that connexion he recalled that the Commission on 

Human Rights, which dealt with problems of the greatest importance, had never held 

, a special session. His delegation therefore fully shared the opinion of the 

Finnish delegation regarding the periodicity of the Commission's sessions. 

SOCIAL QUESTIONS (continued): 

(b) CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION WITH YOUTH AND INTERNATIONAL YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 
(E/5427) (concluded) 

Mr. ROPOTEAN (Romania) explained the conclusions reached by the 
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sponsors of draft resolution E/AC.7/L.665 in their efforts to achieve a compromise 

formula which would take into account the proposals of the representative of 

Czechoslovakia. The sponsors of the draft resolution could not accept the 

Czechoslovak proposal concerning paragraph 1 of the draft resolution, but they 

could accept those which concerned paragraphs 2 and 3. Consequently, the last part 

of paragraph 2, from the words "to the subsidiary organs ••• ", would be deleted and 

replaced by the words "to the Commission for Social Development, the Commission on 

Human Rights, the Commission on the Status of Women and the Population Commission 

for their consideration, taking into account the discussions at the Council at its 

fifty-sixth session". In paragraph 3, in accordance with the Czechoslovak 

proposal, the words 11in accordance with operative paragraph 2 above" would be 

deleted. Lastly, in paragraph 7, the words "in the report of the first meeting of 

the Group" would be replaced by the words "in resolution 3022 (XXVII)". 

He hoped that the Commi~tee would find the text of the draft resolution, as 

amended, satisfactory. 

Mr. NIKOLAJ (Czechoslovakia), replying to a question r~ised by the 

Chairman, asked that a new revised text of the draft resolution should be 

distributed so that the changes made by the sponsors could be considered. 

Mr. SMIRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that he had been 

confident that if the proposals submitted by the Czechoslovak delegation and his 

own were taken into account, draft resolution E/AC.7/L.665 would be adopted by 

consensus. However, the situation had changed and, for example, the representative 

of Romania had made no reference to the proposed change in paragraph 5. 

With regard to paragraph 1, he wished to state first of all that his 

delegation did not agree that the report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group should be 

transmitted to Member States, because it was an internal Secretariat document 

prepared exclusively for the Secretary-General's use. 

On the other hand, his delegation would have no objection, in principle, to 

transmitting the report of the Secretary-General (E/5427) to Member States. 

However, he must point out that in several paragraphs of that report the Secretary­

General suggested that the Economic and Social Council should transmit its 
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suggestions and observations to various bodies for their viewn. I~ wo~ t~erefore 

logical to assume that when he received new reports from the Ad Hoc Advisory 

Group, and from the Commission on Huma~ Rights and the Commission for Social 

Development, among others, the Secretary-General would be in a better position to 

prepare a fuller report, based on the views of all the competent organs of the 

United Nations system. 

Therefore, his delegation would suggest as a compromise solution that, at 

the present stage, the report of the Secretary-General should be sent to the 

competent organs of the Economic and Social Council and, when they had examined 

it and had submitted their views, the definitive report should be transmitted to 

Member States. 

The meeting rose at 6.05 p.m. 




