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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The first meeting of the Follow-up Cornmi ttee on Industrin.liz:::.tion in 
Africa v1as held :at Addio Ababa from 23 to 24 September 1974. 

2. The following memb~l1'C of th€" Committee l:l.ttended the meeting: 
H.E. Mr. Andre Georgsc Mouyabi, Miniote~" of Induetry and Mine;:, the People's 
R·epublic of the Congo; the Ron. ~Ir. Britu M. Hood 1 Ascie>ta.nt Minister of 
Commerce nnd IndustrJ Rep1.::blic of Ke:nya; Mr. F:::.ly Ea., President of SONEPI, 
representing H.Eo r.i:r. Louis Alexandrenne, MinistEcr of Industrinl Development 
and. the Enviror.mmt? Republic of Senegal i r:Ir" Ibrahirn Abdel-Ro.lllllans Executive 
Director, the United Nn"Gicns Ind:u.otriill DevGloprnsnt Organization; Mr. RobE:rt 
K.Ao Gardiner, ExG0utive Secretary 7 Economic Coomiscion for Africa; and 
Mr. A~E. Onnnya-N.yynneque~ Acsict:::..nt Adr:linictrative Secretary-General, the 
Organization of African UnHy .. 

3o HoE~ Eng,, Ibrahim Salem Mohrunndein, M:tnister of Inclustry and Mining of 
the Arab Republic of ESYPt and Chairman of the Second Conference of African 
Minictera of Indu~t1~, conveyed his regreto at being unable to attend the 
meeting because of urgent minis+erial responcibilities and expressed his 
support for v.rhatever decisions m~.ght be token~ ILE< Mr~ Khairy R. El-Ayouty, 
Ambassador ~f tho Ara~ Repu.blic of Egypt to Ethiopia, proposed that members 
of his staff should follov.r the deJ ib€rations of the Committee so as to enable 
him to convey to the Minister th€ eonclucione and recommendatiom:; of the 
Committee, The proposill vn::.s adopted.. · 

II. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS 

·4. H~E~ Mr~ Andre Georges Mouyabi presided over the me3ting. In his 
opening address~ he rec;;;_lled tha:li the Follow-up Committee on Industrialization 
in Africa had been Get up by the Second Conference of African Ministers of 
Industry held at Cairo from 18 to 23 December 1973 to review progress in the 
implementation of the programme of action outlined in the Decloration on 
Industrialization in Africa; Prb.ciples and Guid.olineo for Co-operation and 
Development, He pointed. out that the Commi ... ctee would need to devote particular 
attention to the problems faced i~ promoting muJtinational industries; in 
developing export industriefl b:1sed on AfricD-n rm<T moteriulc; and in defining 
the form and pattern of Africa's pa:dicipution j_n a schene of international 
division of labour j_n the field of ind·J.otry, In this connexion, the Committee 
should take fully into accoun'~ the reccmmendutions made at various international 
conferences since the Cairo Conference. 

5· The Commi t·l;ee then adopted the following agenda: 

1. Opening statement by the Chairman 
2. Me·~hods of and arrangemenk for -~he work of the Committee 
3~ StE:ps to....l<:en to implement the resolutiono and decisions of 

the Second Conferenr;e of Afrit.:an Ministers of Industry 
4,. Common African position in respect of the agenda of the 

Second Gene-ral Conference of UNTDO 
5· Any other business 
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6 ~ The ComR1Htec also agreed on the organization of work and its ~rorking 
hours~ It established a. drafting committee comprising representatives of 
the three sponsoring orgo.nizations to draw up -the conclusions and recommenda
tions of the Committeeo 

7 ~ 1.Yi th reference to the me·cbods of and arrangements for the work of the 
Corruni ttee, Ml'o N;y-ynneque observed tha·t paragraph 16 of the Cairo Declaration 
establishir.g the I!'ollo;·r-,up Commi ttce gave n. flexible and w:ide mandate to the 
Commi tteoo It vlould seem t}"!..at -the Pollot~. .... up Commi t·~oe sho·uld not only review 
wlk'l..t. had taken place but should also ·use its good offices to remove obstacles 
to tha spee~y implementation of resolutions, Cor-3equently, he suggested that 
the COrill"lli t-Gee should be the focal point (a) in all vmrk relating to indus
trialization in Africa; (b) in t:d;rengthening the link between Governments and 
the sponsoring organiza·hons; (c) in ading as a clearing house for the 
endo1•sement of mult:i.na-tional industrial projects and in mobilizing UNDP support 
therefor; and (d) in play:.ng an instrumental role :Ln implementing the 
reco:nmend.o:liol~G of the biennial Conferences of African Minis·~ers of Industry .. 

8, Mr~ ;Jyynneque reca.lled OAU resolu.tion 363; aclopted at r.Icgarliscio in 
June 1974~ entrus-ting the Follow-up Commi ttet; with the task of re•1ising and 
u~p...da,ting the African posi tior_ for the Sscond General Conference of UNIDO in 
tho Ught of l~ecent developments and particularly of the programme of action 
adopted by the sixth spocial session of the General Assembly on raw materials., 
It uouid be nececsary to relate the n,ctivities of the Committee to the scheme 
of preparato:cy tvo:;:-k envisaged for the Second General Conference of UNIDO and 
pa:ticuJ.arly the work of the African Group a·(; Vienn:1 and the fo:-thcoming 
meetings of the Group of 77, In conclusio111 he reminded the Committee that it 
would neecl io decide how frequently it should meet in the light of the interna
tional :Jonferenoes planned and the consultations required before and after the 
Lima Con:ferenc"', In ~y case, the methods a.nd. organization of work rruggested 
wuulcl need to be re,-examined by the Third Conference of African Ministers of 
Industry oa the basis of the recommendations o.f the present meeting, particularly 
with respect to giving the Committee the statuB of a Standing Co~~ittee, with 
clear-out .'t'egional and fnterna:donal roles in the field of industryc 

9c rF.:r~ Gardiner in reviewing recent international developments 1 pointed out 
that there wer•3 l:i.mi ts to industrialization through concessions fro~ the 
indus·trializsd co:mtr~es4 Defore entering the international area, African 
countries should give thought to procedures and machiner,y for investment 
promotion" The lack of bankable pro.jects was p:;:-oving more problematic than 
the lack of capitaL He cited the difficuHies encountered by the Afi·ican 
Development Bank; SIFIDA., the interno..tional finance houses and the growing 
Afro-Arab funds in locating viable investment opportun:i.ties in African countrieso 
At the national level, greater effort was needed to strengthen prvject develop
ment actbrit:t es and to strerunline investment promotion services., 

10- The national markets of Afr1can countries were 1 holV"ever~ too ::;mall and 
fragmented -~o attract investment beyond a narrow range of import-substi tilt ion 
indus·criesQ Na\.lom.1.l market:; had. to be integrated in order to create large
scale viable indu.B"~r:i.es. For this purp0se serious thought shou1d be P-'iven to 
ini tiat:.ng multinational consultations on specific multinational indu;t:des 4 
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Priority should be given to such industries as fertilizers and petrochemicals, 
metals, engineering and electronics and pulp and paper. ECA studies had 
already identified a number of multinational industrial project proposals 
which, if implemented, would have absorbed investments of the order of 
$US1,200 million, created numerous jobs and laid a sound foundation for the 
restructuring of African economieso 

11. Other consultations which needed to be maintained and in·tensified were 
those with the transnational corporations. It was through the "investment 
package" which those corporations were in a position to supply that Africa 
could develop its export and multinational industries. African countries 
should pinpoint their difficulties and clarifY their positions on the role 
that the transna·aonal corporations could play in African industrialization. 

12. The Second Conference of African Ministers of Industry had recommended 
the establishment of an African Mineral Development Councilo Fbr the least 
developed countries, it was particularly important to survey and locate 
natural resources so that they could also benefit from the establishment of 
a new international economic order4 ECA would intensifY its actions so that 
the Council, when established, would pl~ an important role in the achievement 
of industrialization objectives. 

·13. He concluded by stressing that J.i was only when African countries were 
able to offer definite projects that they could derive immediate and full 
~enefits from international concessions. ECA welcomed the .focus on industrial
ization and efforts being directed to integrating regional initiatives in 

~global ~trategies for industrialization under the auspices of UNIDOc 

14. A m~mber of the ECA secretari-at introduced do..cument CMI.2/FCIA.l/WP/2 
which summariz€d actions taken at the national: regional and international 
levels to implement the decisions of the C.tiro Conference,. This document 
would be supplemented by the inclusion of actton taken by UNIDO since its 
publication in June 1974a At the national level~ the main difficulty 
encountered by the sponsoring organizations was the absence of a mechanism 
for monitoring progress in the field of industry~ The approval by UNDP of 
the int6 ... ·country project proposal relating td· the advisory team for review 
and appraisal in Africa in the field of ind~stry should enable ECA and UNIDO 
to keep progress in the implementation of the resolutions of the Conferences 
of African Ministers of Industry under close and constant revie-A'. 

15. Contacts were particularly needed in the area of multinational co-operation. 
The support and constant involvement of Governments was a prerequisite for the 
promotion and implementation of multinational industries., In response to the 
recommendation of the Cairo Conferencef the sponsors had elaborated an inter
country project proposal, entitled "11Iul tinational industrial co-opera·tion in 
the African region" and submitted it to UNDP so that multilateral consultations 
on multinational industries could be launched at the earliest date possible. 
Other proposals submitted to UNDP related to the establishment of an ECA/UNIDO 
advisory group on industrial technology and the creation of an African Institute 
for Industrial Management Development. 

16. The representative of the secretariat further reviewed recent international 
developments and pointed out their implications for the work of the Committee, 



E/CN.l4/INR/211 
Page 4 

particular~ with respect to the common African position for the Second 
General Conference of UNIDO. He stated that the strength of the African 
negotiating position, whether relating to transnational corporations or 
within the framework of an international division of labour, depended on 
the practical programmes and projects African countries pursued and implemented 
at the national and regional level s . 

17. Elaborating recent interno..tional d~vclopments, Mr. Abd.el-RuhrJa.n drew 
attention to the f act that the share of Africa in world industr,y was only in 
the order of one ·half of one per cent. Even if the targets of the Interna
tional Development Strategy were to be achieved, it was unlkely tha t the 
present pattern would alter significantly. The traditional structure of the 
world econo~ did not offer prospects for real improvement. There would have 
to be fUndamental changes in the world economic system to r aise Africa's share 
of world industr.y. To double this share in the next 15 years, industr,y would 
have to grow a t a minimum r at e of 12 per cent per annum. The basic question 
facing African countries was how to achieve that r ate of growth. 

18. There was todqy greater awareness in the indus trialized countries of the 
need to s~abilize the consumption of r aw materials and to adopt a global approaeh 
to the supply and r ational utilization of energy and food resources. The Second 
General Conference of UNIDO should also create a s tructure of international co
operation for raising the share of industry in developing countri es. The current 
state of the world economy called for a r~examina.tion of international issues. 
The cost of armaments was increasing at an alarming r ate. These resources could 
have been used elsewhere for the overall welfare of mankind. Inflation in ~he 
industrialized countries had been growing at over 1·2 per cent per annum and 
African countries were suffering from a problem which was not of their own 
making. African countries should t ackle these problems effectively and apeak 
with one voice to improve the prospects of industrialization in the continent. 
He stressed that the Third Conference of African Ministers of Industry scheduled 
to be held a t Nairobi, Kenya , in 1975 should address itself to these issues, 
taking into account the recommendations. of international conferences convened 
in the intervening period. 

19. With reference t o agenda item 4, he reviewed preparatory arrangements for 
the Second General Confer ence of UNIDO. Two regional conferences, the Second 
Conference of African Ministers of Industry and the Third Arab Conference on 
Industrialization, had already been held. JV the end of November 1974 similar 
conferences would also have been held in Asia and Latin America. These would 
be followed by a series of meetings at Vienna to harmonize positions within 
the Group of 77 ~ subsequently to consul t with the industrialized countries. 
UNIDO was also preparing a draft plan of action for international co-operation 
for consideration Qy the Second Gener al Conference of UNIDO, scheduled to be 
held at Lima, Peru, in March 1975. 

20. Mr. Abdel-Rahman concluded by suggesting that the Committee should take 
part in the forthcoming series of consultations in Vienna, New York and Lima 
with a view to (a) uP-dating the African position; (b) integrating it with the 
recommendations of the Group of 71; and (c) reaching agreement with the indus
trialized countries. It was important to s tress the glaring f acts, the need 
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for s peci:l.l recogni t ior. -:.f -th(.; Africoll pool tion and th0 nece~;si ty of setting 
qua m;itl).tive t c.rgots in the frameHork of a new ir.ternational :lrr.s.ngement for 
co-operation in the field of industry . 

2L Mr. Faly Bll. s t a t ed that, in nddi tion to the l uck of banknble pro jects, 
there w::1s ~loo a l ack of appropria t e contncts with potential investors, He 
noted tha t UBeful l·Jvrk was beir~ done by ECA a nd UJIH])O to identify indus ·trial 
proj ec t s but it wn.s a lso neces enry to carry out the r equi s ite feasibility 
studies. ECA and UNIDO should ext'end auoist a nce in this area. n.s well as in 
f acili t a ti'ng nego t i a t ions with international corporations ancl :i.nter~u~tional 
financing institutions to expedite the r eO.lization of viable proj ectc .. With 
r espect to multina tional industries , ECA and UNIDO Ghould s trongthen ~heir co
operation Ni th African intergovernmenta l organizations for econcmic co-oper·e.tion 
s o tha t the t echnica l work which they carried out complemtnted the politica l 
obj ectiv(;.c of _t he participa ting co•.m t r :i .. cs .. 

22. It was r ecognized t ha t indus try w.:>.:3 t he d e t ermining factor for growth 
and consequ~ntly intensified efforts \-Jere needed to inr:~rea.se the share of 
industry in the GDP... This objective ~-,~s unlikely to be o.chieved if pa·st trends 
were to be mainta ined. The desirable rate of growth wa s in the order of ff to .9 
per c'ent per. a nnum for tht:: manuf~cturing s ector, but this implied the mobiliza.- · . 
tion of immense fina ncia l a nd skilled manpower r esources . ECA ~nd UNIDO should 
conduct a s tudy t o asseso t he implic~tions of s etting h igher quantitative targets. 
He drew uttention t o the conclusions of the ]1.1charest Conf er ence on Popu lation 
and str essed thP. need to examine the popula tion problem in t he context of · 
overall developm6nt efforts a r.d proEpect s . 

23. Mr . Babu Wood noted t hCJ.t progres s in the promotion of multinational 
industries s ince tho Cairo Conference was discouraging, The prolifera tion of 
small- scal e plants h~ contirued a~d ~h~ ris ing co3 t s of rClW materiale a nd 
industrial intermedi a t es were discouragi:.~g ne'" investments . On the "ther ha nd, 
inves tors HO.r e a l Flo demanding concessions from host countries which were · 
gener a lly beyond the capabilities of those countries.. He c alled ·1.1.pon ·the 
sponsoring organiza tions to direct their efforts towards allevi~ting the terms 
and conditi ons d emanded by potentia l inve~tors . Such assistance could help 
countries to pur~u~ an industrial str ut egy a i med a t t he dev elopment of labour-
i ntensiv e a nd export-oriented ir~ustriess · 

24 . In the dis cuss ion on intersector a l priorities , the view was expressed that 
the case for ogricul ture should not be neglected . African countrit:a faced 
serious employment nnd f ood s hor t age problems. The economic prospects of ~rican 
countries were not lik6ly to i mprove unl eos serious thought was given and action 
taken to r a i se agricultural outp~t nnd productivity. It wes in agriculture and 
related indus tries tha t African countries had better prospects for higher prices 
and fo r changing t he f actor mix. Th€SE; j ustified a str nt egy for an integrated 
appro.J.ch emph'?.si zing both P.gricul turt:; and industry~ D€spi t e the ''Green 
Revol ut io!1" 1 .:!gri cul tura l output had be(;n declining; the cost of food i·l;ems had 
i.nc·reo.sed subst antially t l en.di:Jg to politica l <!!ld· oocia l tem:ions i a nd 
unemployment h~d b een ris i ng. Thes e factors justified the re-examination of 
agricultural policies. · 
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25. Mr. Abdel- Rahman ~t~ccsed th~t ther~ w~s no contradiction between the 
development of agriculture and .tha t of industry and t her e was no question of 
negl ec ting agriculture by diverting resourcee to industria l d~vclopment. The 
setting of intcrsectoral priorities entailed sharing out limited r esources 
among competing sectors and resulted from a passive acceptance of the rigiditi es 
and constraints of the existing economic ·order. The purpose of the mE;eting 
was to examine the long-term prospects of indus trializa tion and growth and not 
the methods for tackling immediate problems. There were examples of countries 
which, in a span of 30 years, badmanagcd to transform their economies from 
purely agrarian to ones in which industry predomi nated. Ways and means to 
increase the. share of Africa in tota l world t~dustry had to be found. Interna
tional co-opera tion woald be the determining factor for a more equitable interna
tional order in the field of industry. UNIDO eotimates clearly indicated that 
a 6 per cent r a te of growth of the economy would not significantly raise the 
share of industry in Africa ; but one should not be discouraged by these prospects. 
ECA with its vast experience of the African conti nent and its problems could 
construct a model for growth based on higher quantita tive targets. Mr . Abdel
Rahman proposed that the conclusions of such an econometric study should be 
submitted to the Third Conference of African Ministers of Industry. 

26 . Mr . Gardiner agreed t~~t ECA would attempt to produce such an a~plification 
and work out a model to analyse the implications . of increasing Africa's share 
of world industry to 2 per cent per annum and formulat e proposals a imed a t 
increasing the share of industry -in GDP f rom its present level of 17 to ·25 per 
cent. 

21. With regard to the methods of and arr angement s for the work of the FOllow
up Committee, there was genera l agreement thnt the Committee should be the focal 
point for strengthening and maintainir.g contact between the Governments and the 
sponsoring organiza tions; for reviewing progress in the impl ementation of the 
recommendationc of the Conferences of African Minis t ers of I ndustry and for 
briefing the African groups a t various interna tional conferences. It was 
suggested that more frequent meetings of the Committee would impr ove the prospects 
for implementing progra.mmes and projects tha t would promote industrialization in 
Africa. It would a l so be useful to draw up t erms of reference for the Co~~ittee 
and to give thought to converting its s t atus to that of a Standing Committee on 
Indust ry. 

28. The discussion on the mod~lities and procedures for' the Follow-up Committee 
was based on the time t able for preparato~ meetings envisaged in connexion with 
the Second General Conference of UNIDO, tbe preparato~ work for the Third 
Conference of African Ministers of Indus tr,y and on the role tha t the Committee 
was expected to plQY in up-dating the African position in accordance with OAU 
resolut.ion 363, paragraph 4(a ) and (b) . Mr. Al:xiel- Rahman indica t ed that the 
calendar of meetings preparatory to the Second General Conference of UNIDO at 
Lima was as follows : 

2 to 14 December 1974: Preparatory Committee, fifth session, first 
part a t Vienna ; 
5 to 10 December 1974: Meeti~~ of the Group of 77 (during the 
Prepara tory Committee recess) , a t Vienna; 
20 to 27 January 1975: Preparatory CommittE;e , fifth session, second 
part, a t Vienna . 
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29. The Chairman of the meeting of the Group of 77 at Vienna informed the 
Committee that it had been decided to hold a ministerial conference of the 
Group of 77 at Damascus, Syria, from 15 to 18 Februar,y 1975~ Hosting arrange
ments for the conference had been finalized with the Syria~ Government. He 
further indicated that a document outlining the African position should be 
prepared for submission to the conference, 

30. The Committee was of the opinion that such a document should be made 
available, but this did not imply that changes were to be made to the 
Declaration on Industrialization adopted b,y the Cairo Conferenceo What was 
needed were recommendations b,y the Committee based on recent international 
developments that could be annexed to the Declaration as additional guidelines 
for African countries in their negotiation~ at the various meetings preparatory 
to the Second General Conference of UNIDOo The Committee thorefore decided to 
transmit to African Governments 1rhatever additional observations were made in 
the course of its deliberations at Addis'Ababa~ 

3lo It was further suggested that the Committee should hold two meetings after 
the Lima Conference, the fir•st to be held immediately afterwards at Lima to 
assess the results of the Conference and the second to be held at Addis Ababa 
in August/September 1975 for the purpose of making preparations for the Third 
Conference of African Ministers of Industryo It was agreed that .the Third 
Conference of African Ministers of Industry should be held in December 1975 and 
the sponsoring organizations were invited to consult with the GoverTh~ent of 
Kenya in due course to set a precise date., 

32. The Chairman stressed the importance of making all the documentation 
relative to the meetings of the Follo~up Committee and the biennial conferences 
available to African Governments well in advance of the meetings themselves. 
This would enable Governments better to prepare themselveo and thus participate 
effectively in the discussions, He further recommended that documen-i;ation and 
other correspon<l,nce should be sent directly to Ministries of :- ', fr ~.y as 
the pra~tice of channelling correspondence through Ministries for Foreign 
Affairs was likely to del~ exchanges between the Governments and the sponsoring 
organizations. 

33. The Chairnan of the meeting of the Group of 77 at Vienna extended an 
invitation to the AdministratiYe Secretary·~General of OAU a:1d +.he Executive 
Secretar,y of ECA to attend the preparatory meetings ~or the Lima Conference and 
in particular the ministei·ial conference of the Group of 77 at Damascus, Syria. 
Mr. Gardiner stated that he would endeavour to attend these meetings and that 
ECA would assist and service the African Group. 

34. The Commi ttce concluded i·~s work by adopting recommendations, which are 
reproduced 5.n Part III cf this reporto 

35· The Chairman thanked . members of ·the Committee for the very fi"'li tful work 
that they aCCQ!r!plished :L:n such a short time., He also ·thanked all ·!;hose concerned 
with the organization of the \vork of the Committee.. He then declm~ed the meeting 
closed., 
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III. RECOMMENDATIONS 

1) 

(11) 

(iii) 

{iv) 

(v) 

{vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

The Com:!.ttee s hould be th:=! focal point f vr s tre-:g\'.b:tel.... 
and maintaining cont.actF:l be·:;ween (;.weril!lle!:lts ':'nd tl:e +h 
r.n ~h l . -~·· •ll'" ~- f " c -.t"onsoz-i.ng Ol.·ganizat.:.ons 'through · .. . e · n ·::e-r't#<-" ' • • ·' 

Ci"lairm8.n. 

The Co~~itt~e 6hor~d use its goo~ offices ~0 a ;t aR a 
clearing house f0r the endorsemen>~ of action on D1Ul. '!.:.inA ~iona.l 
industrial pro ject .Pl'Opo£1.:tl R em.Fl n.~ t ·l 110 '(':rom -~_;18 spo.nsorl.t'.g 
organiza tiona o 

The Conuni ttee 'should exami ne and advise on 5.n·tercCi!.L.'ltry 
t eoh.nical assistan~e propot.ta ls drawn up by ·~he u;;>Onsoring . 
organizations for subnissio1'l to UliDP and o·cher donor agenc:;.eso 

The Committee should assume the r o l e of relat~ng the 
a.ctivi ties of ./i.f:;.•ican groups i n i n t ernational conferances 
to the decision s of' ·the b:!.ennial conierenl)es of Af'ricar. 
Minist er s of Industry? 

The Committee s!lould be t he main inst rument fo r· dey:.sing and 
promo·l;ing pract ic'al W<JS'S of i mplementing co ~:..ference roccm .. 
mendations .. 

The Committee should endeavour ·to participate O.(;'f.i·~rely i n all 
meetings preparnto:cy to the Lima Confer9nCI3c 

'l1he Third Conference of African Ministers of I~dus·t:ry s hovJ.d 
b e held in December 1975 a t Nairobi, Kenya ; ~he ·~.:>!Tt'l!i'Gtee 
should hold its second meet ing at Lima a t ·the Gonolusioll of 
the Lima Coruer enoe to assess t he ~esult s of ~he Conference 
and its third mee·i;ing at Addis Ababa in Augus t /Sep tembe:.r 1975 
t o draw up recommendat:Lons for the Nai robi Conferenceo 11he 
s ponsoring or ganiza tions s hould prepare the provisional agenda 
of the Na irobi Confer ence and consult the Corrmittee thP.reon~ 

Thoue;ht should be g iven to raising the s t at us c. :f. ·~ he Coil\D'li t t ee 
t o that of a St anding Com.'l!Utee on Indus try; to -~bia end, ECA, 
OAU and UNIDO should be inYited i o draM up pr oposals for the 
conside1•ation of the ':t'h;.r d Confer ence of A.f r ican EIH.nister s of 
Industry~ 

:Bo l!!Jrlem_~ti.Qa of_,!~ Cairo~si@J,2.t:~. 

( i) UNDP s hcu.ld accord high p:riori ty -to t he impJ.emen-t~Uon of t~e 
f ollowing i n t ercountry t echnica l assistance proposals tv-!:lich 
have been f ormulated b-J t h e sponsoring organi~ati.ons m1C.. 
endor sed b,y the Commi t tee: 

( a) Advisory t eam :fo:.r r eview a.nd appr aisal ~n ~~.fri~a i n t he 
field of indus·,~~~ 



(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(ri) 

(vii) 
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(b) UNIDO/ECA joint advisory group on industrial technology, 

(c) African Institute for Industrial Management Development, 

(d) Multinational industrial co-operation in the African 
region. 

priority should be given to measures aimed at improving 
the procedures and machinery for project development and 
investment promotion. 

Interested groups of countries should be requested as a matter 
of urgency to initiate multilateral consultations on multi-
national industries already identified in past studies. 

Intergovernmental organizations should their co-
operation with the sponsoring organizations in order to 
clear the way for the earliest establishment of multinational 
industries. 

ECA, OAU and UNIDO should draw up specific proposals relating 
to the establishment of an African Mineral Development Council 
for consideration and endorsement by African countries. 

Thought should be to the setting up of a regional centre 
for the transfer of technology and the promotion of invest-
ments, initially to out of the Joint ECA/UNIDO Industry 
Division. 

Governments should promote measures aimed at harmonizing 
incentive policies and at co-ordinating industrial develop
ment programmes with neighbouring countries. 

C. Common African position in respect of the Second General Conference 
of UNIDO 

(i) The contribution of Africa towards the formulation of a plan 
of action in the field of industrialization at the Lima 
Conference has been set out in the Cairo Declaration and 
endorsed by the OAU Heads of State and Government. In the 
light of more recent development, and of the mandate given 
to the Committee, certain conditions and elaborations should 
be adopted by the African Group. 

(ii) A common set of principles and specific targets should be 
adopted by the African countries in formulating their 
position for the Lima Conference. These should be embodied 
in the conclusions of the meeting of the Group of 77 which 
will take place at Vienna in December 1974 and subsequently 
in the negotiations between developed and developing 
countries which are scheduled for January 1975 at Vienna 
and at the Lima Conference itself. 
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(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

The share of Africa in world i ndustrial produ~tion s t ands at the 
in:fini tesimal figure of o. 5 per c ent and has not chx-..ged d•1ring 
15 years and more of African independenceo A qu~ntt t~t.ive 
target should b e set whereby this shar e could riRe to , f or 
example, ove r 2 p er cent b:,• _the yea:!' 2000~ ECA a nd. UNI:OO s nou.ld 
amplify thic target, spelling out its implicat5.o:'ls in n. scheme 
for the indus trial dev elopment of the Afr i can region du.ring 
the next 25 ye~rs which should l>e rmbni tted t o the Ne.:i.ro bi 
Confe r ence of African Minis ter s ~f Industry. I n -this acheme 
special a t tention shou ld be paid to a mor e evert distribution 
of industrio.l activity wit hin Af.cica itself~ 

The low share of African countries in t-torlc'!. ind.ustria l outpu·t 
and tbe f act tha t they are the lates t s tarters i n i.nlfustriD.!-

. ization indicate th€ ne ed for &~peeiaJ. oo;Js ider ation. ·~o be 
given to them in ~he implementation of the United Nations 
r esolutions on the establishment of a new i nternatio:1a.l economic 
order adopted by the General Ass em 'bly a t i -~~ sixth speci al 
s es s ion in M~ 1974~ 

As the only effec·t ive means of strer.gthening t p e ' posi t j ?n r.; f the 
African coun·tries within t he nel-! i nternat iona..1 divie icn ()f 

l abour, the international community sl!ou::..d help t o cl'eate a. 
stronger base ff)r industrializatio!l in Afr ica. inc1uding the 
manpower and machinery requi re#. f or t he ).11\plementation of 
industrial pk'oj ects~ appr opr iate industrial pL•licies and 
programming .:md the co--ordination of the plans of ne:ighbouring 
African countries in the field. of industry. 

Africa should support r ecommenda t ions of the Lim~ Ce>r.f P.:-ence 
aimed at implemP.nting the ob jecti ves and fUlfillin& the 
corresponding commitments tha~ have a!ready ·be<'!n made in 
support of t he International Development Str a t egy f~r -'vhe 
Second United Na tions Devel opment Decac'.e .. 

At the same -time , the Af riGru1 Group s hould GU:t:>port ·the ccneept 
of a new internationa l divisicn of labour and a corr eSJ:OM ing 
progranune of action go ing bey·:md thoc;e envisaged in -the St~ategy .. 
Recent events have ~posed the need fo r a new international 
economic r el ationship! apecifical.ly with r egacd. to the u-tiliz~ 
tivn of r aw mat ei·i a ls and natura l r e5ources, 

Africa and the other dev eloping !'egions should be i.n a nos:i.tion 
to gain eas ier access to the resourccR ne fid. l;)d to seCAU"I; a higher 
share of world indust rial output,. To. achieve t his .. oooe 
quantitative limitations should be placeu on t he level of usage 
of non-renewabl e natural r esources and -the rate of :i.ncrease 
therein i n the more a.dva:1ced countrieso The calls t.ha t ru>e 
still be5.ng made on t hese r esources , botltl ma-terial a.n<J. 
technological for increasing military use i.s p~hcularly 
unjustifiedc 
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(ix) Africa must co-oper a t e with the other reg ions working towards 
a new and mor e r 1.1.tionnl world order in order to hannonize the 
objectives of the different countries end r egions. As part 
of ~he new p~ttern of industricl co-oper ation, ~ common search 
should be ~~de for new t echnology ai med a t increasing the 
supply :md economizing on the use of ra~1 mat eria l s and energy 
in place of the pest t endencies t o r egard these resources as 
being che~p , nvailablc i n unl imit ed quantities and to be 
exploitcd . s imply i n r esponse to the profit motive. The · 
resources of the sea should be developed primarily to serve 
the inte~e~t of tt.e m~jority of th~ world' 3 popula t ion and 
shoul d not' be explO'i ted indiscrimi nately for pr ivat e benefit . 
The Governm ents of the world mu s t subsc.ribe t o n mor e rational 
a llocation of the world '.s r esources based on the elementa l 
needs of peopl~ r ather t han on the present distri bution of 
purchasing power among them. Priority i n research and develop
ment i n industrial technology must be given t o the consumption 
and other welfar e r equirements of the masses of peopl e in all 
countries. 

(x) A new inter national economi c order c.an be worked out only 
through a syst em of continuous consulta tions bet ween the 
Governments and industr{al interests in both developed and 
devel opi ng countries. It shoul d be bas ed on the principle that 
the industri aliza tion of the developing countries , which will 
account for more than 80 per cent of the world's population qy 
the end of the century , i s in the interes t of the dev eloped 
countries themselves. Such a l a r ge majority of the world's 
population, if left at the present l evel of povert y , must 
constitute n brake on the whole world ' s capacity for industrial
ization and trade. It cannot t herefore be in the interest of 
the dev el oped countries t ha t this poverty should continue and 
indus tria l ization should be a prL~~ vehicl e for reducing mass 
poverty i n the long run. 

(xi) African count ries can no longer follow the policy of trying to 
meet their requirements for even the mos t baoic manufactured 
products by W)~ of the export of r aw mat eriels. Their national 
markets and their existing endowments of manpower and raw materials 
should enable each country t o embark on the r oad towards i ndus
t r i a liz&tion with a view to satisf.Ying a r easonable portion of 
its demand for manufactured goods. The process ing of food , the 
provision of the r equisites for agricul tura l modernization, the 
production of cons truction materia l s and hous~hold goods , 
clothing, shoes and mat erie.l s for culture and health offer 
opportunities tha t can be used qy each developing country as a 
s t arting point fo r the dev elopment of a na tional industrial 
economy. 

(xii) International agenci es ohould hel p to organize the processes of 
consultation and negotiation. They shoul d define a common 
technica l basis for the dialogue, assemble information on the 
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r~~p~ctive: pla.ns ;·<ln~ targets: of mom bert oountrie'e\::~hd help 
with ~he impl.e~entation·· of agr·eed decisions.c· It ·is their 

. special resp·ol)si bili ty .to help -to strehgthen the. ·position 

. of · t~ ~eaker . partne:r;s in the programmes of in<iust~ial COo-• 

.. operation. ·• · ·' 

(xiii} · A~rica.n _ cou~tries : sho\lld . <:~im to participate inc·~ec!singly in 
·the int~~na. t~on&],. . industrial econ<,>rny . :as expor.ters and 
·importers of manuf Q.ctureG. ·goods~ . They would ' then·'!t"-epresent 
·better and no less ~u.crati:ve .markets fo.r the present advanced 
countries whil e being .assured of a mone equ·i tabl;::; , share in 
the benefits of. inte;rnational :economi'c oo-,.ope'ration • 

... ' . . . . .. ~· . 

(xi-v) · An ~rican Indu,s:trial Deyelopment F\md should be·· ct<eated. to 
· .. ., _filupport .- the. Jlew ro;le env:.isaged:. for. Afri~ ii1 -'l'lorld . industry. 

There is a need to survey and locate new naturc:;.l .. r-eeources in 
the least developed countries so that they ma;y participa~e 
effectively in and benefit from the ·establishment'· of. a new 
iJ1ternatiol\al ecQ.nomic order. · . . ,·:··;:: 
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