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Preamble 

The Governments of the African States on whoso behalfthis Constitution is 
signed: . -. 

Aware of the need to promote the establishment of industries producing machinery . 
and machine parts as an essential foundation for national in.due:tries within African 
countries, 

j •• 

Recognizing that a major obstacle to the manufacture of machinery and machine parts ' · 
in African countries is the inadequate development of national capability in the conception 
design and adaptation of machinery; 

Recognizing that the establishment of an African Regional Centre for Engineering 
Design and r.imufa.cturing will· promote, directly and indirectly through the intennediary 
of national institutions, the development of the c~pability for conception and Aesign or • 
machinery. and machine parts and their manufacture within African countries, 

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

.ARTICLE I 

Establishment 

The African Regional Centre for Engineering Design and l>hnufacturing (hereinaf'ter 
referred to as "the Centre") is hereby esta'.Jlished and shall oper at e in accordance \·lith t he 
provisions of this Constitution. 

M78-2945 
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ARTICLE II 

0:1jectives of tho Ce·· tre 

The Objectives of the Centre sha.ll be to:-

1. undertake the design of machinery and equi pment in areas of priority essential to 
_r:1cml:Jer Si,atcs for the ir economic development .. 

2. manufacture prototypes or limited quantiti es of machinery and equipme~t designed or 
adapted at the Centre . 

3 . develop and bring to. sat i sfacto:.·y operating ·stat.us 1 ~achines cmd ~quiiXI~ent designed 
for or adapted to specific tasksunder. the oper ating_conaitions required in _any member 
State or States • 

4• assist member States creat e or improve national institutions or teams capable of 
undertaking the design and adaptat ion of machinery and equipment in selected sectors of 
indu.stry .. 

5• assist member States in the e·stabli shment or improvement of ~.en~eering workshops , 
foundries and forges for the production of machine parts and components necessary for 
industrial development . 

6. undertake on behalf of or ass i st member States produce prototype machines and equiP
ment developed in ·answer to local needs and specifications~ 

7• assist in the further tra ining and development ~f skills of technical 
employed: in African institutions e~ga~d i n t he design and/or manufacture 
machine parts i~membcr St~tesc · 

personnel . 
of machines and 

8 . organize and maintain within the Centre a data t ank on engineering design and ma)')u- . .. 
fac~U!-ing .in ··va.rious sect?rs of industry \·:hich ar e of economic interest to member~ Stat es 'o" 

9. assist in the development of machinery specificat ions and standards withfh'~~the .. itrica.n 
r egion wi th a view to the reduction of unnecessary variety in ihe machinery and eguipmen1; · 
i mported ' into member States . 

' ··~· . 
10. co-operate with national institutions and organizations within member States "which ar e 
devoted to similar or r ela,ted . objectives. ·· 

11 . co-operate with public and private ins titutions in other countries outside Africa and 
with international institutions which are devoted to similar OD related objective~ . 

12. disseminate within mernl)er States information on the activities of the Centre and on 
technological progress i n design and manufacturing which may be of assistance to 
institutions and organizations operating in this .. ·fiGlde 
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. . .. ..._::~~9.~ _Ul ___ . .. .... - ··· .. ~ .. · . ... . -· 

.. ~ : ' .·· J: 

F}fC~ions of .the Centre 

; ~ ;~er to ~t~ain th~ ob j ectives set out in Article II of this Constituti on, the 
Centre shall perform any or a combination of the follo>-ring functions , namely: 

(a) On ·request from Governments of its member States , to assis t in· the 
creation of national centres for engineering design and manufacturing. 

(b) Ass~st member Stat es , a t t heir re~est; or on its o~ initiative : 
~. . . . . 

(i) in the adaptation of ma chinery and equipment imported i nto their 
countri.es; 

( i i ) ·· in the d~velopment of machines and equipment based on . indigenous 
design; · : r . 

. . . ( iii ) . to Wtdex;take the design and manufacture of equipment , ma.chines 
and tools speci a lly ··selected for the particuJa~ country. 

. . ' . . , ~ ··: 

(c) Provide , on r equest , t echnical assist ance to national workshopsn 

(d) ~f.>.s.~s.t ,meiiJber · States ·to. promote· nationa l capability for engineeri ng design 
. -~d: man~ac~:uri~g. 

( e) Provide effective assistance to mem1Jer States in the fUrther trairi.:i'~:~ . of 
engineers and technicians for t he design and ~evelopment of m~hinery and 
equi~e.nt o ; • 

) . 
• ••• j. . .. 

(f) Co-operate wit}+ existing .'national institutions which are working i n t}+e 
fie ld of e!lgineer in.g design and manufaduring0 · · 

(g) ·Organize an infomatiori: serVice on the ·activities :·of :the Centre and in the 
fields in \'lhich the Centr e is engaged. . ' · 

ARTICLE IV 
.. > .'.= ~.: • ·. :.. . . ~ . : 

f/.embership of the Centre 

~~~ member States of the African Re gi onal Centre f or Engineering Design _ ~d 

Manufacturing shal l cons ist of such member States of the United Nations Economic 
Commissi on for A:frica and the Organization of African Unity as adher.e to this 
Constitution in accordance \.zith Article XVIII of this Constitutiono 
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ARTICLE V 

Obliey.tions of member States of t11e Centre 

The member States of the Cent~~-: shall e·~oper~te "iD every li'OJ' possible with a view 
to assisting the Centre in achieving its objectives• They shall, in pa.rtio1-1l~r, use 
their best E!ndeavours to: · · 

(a) take all such steps as may be necessary to implement the decisions of 
the Council and of the Executive Board; 

(b) facilitate the exchange and dissemination of information on the kinds 
of spare parts, .components, ins~ents, industrial equipnent and simple 
machine tools manufactured in their countries; 

(c) make available e:ny reports, agreements and information r elating to the 
development of any facilities for engineering design and manufacturing which 
they possesz and which are not classified as confidential, whenever .sueh 
information i s requested by the Regional Centre; 

(d) make available to the Centre· e:ny mechanical workshops, forges or foundries 
within their countries to. Wholl'i ·the Centre might subcontract the manufacture of 
mohine parts, under conditions agreed with the appropriate organ of the 
Centre; 

(e) provide where feas'ible suitable national personnel for the operations and 
activities of the Centr e from all categories within the organizational structure 
of the Centre, on suitable conditions agreed with the appropriate organs of the 
Centre ; 

{f) pay their annual contributions and such special contributions as ~ be 
determined b,y the Council or by common agreement for particular programmes 
or projects carried out in their couniries and i nsure a proper accoUnting for 
e:ny grants or loans r eceived from or through the good offices of the Centre; 

(g) l3,CCOrd such facilities, privileges and immunities as llla3 be required 
under Article XIV of this Constitution, 

ARTICLE VI 

Qrgans of the Centre 
' · 

The Centre shall have the following organs: 

A C,qunoil ·. 
An Elceouti ve Board 
A Z.tumgement , an?- : 

such other subsidiary organs as may be established in accordance with the 
provisions of this Constitution. 
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The_ C,ohnc ~l - ~stablishment ~ I composition and functi.Qn§. 

1. There i s hereby established the Council of the Centre (hereinafter r eferred to 
as "the Council"), which shall be the supreme policy-making or gan of the Centre. 

2o The Council shall consist of: ~ ~·· . 

(a) ··: The 'Minister or Commissioner responsi'b le for industry in the Govern
ment of each member State of the Centre . 

( ;, \} :-r.'ne ~:,_e · ' • ' '"' . - -- _.._ - -·- - 4' · .._\.. ,... t ..... ~ + ~~ 1\T __ ,+_ ,_· 0"' • • -"' W._.,...,_.n_n __ 1"1_!!1_1_._,..., r.omm1.' SS1' on \.!., · ~ U U.\IJ. 'Ve to.)t=VJ.~..,O..A .J "'""' .., .., .,"' v.u...,. ... __ - _ __ 

for Africa or h~s represent ative, ~fficio, who shall not have a vote . 

(c) Thi:l' Ex:ocu-tivo Direotvr of tile United Nll.H on£1 I hdwrtrial Ilove lopniont 
Organization or hi s r epresentat ive 7 ~fficio, who shall not have ·a Vl'lte, 

(d) The Administrative Secretary-General of the Organization of Afriean 
Unity or his representative p ~x officio~ who shall not have a vot e . 

(e) The h ecutive Director of th~ Centre t ex officio, who \·till provide 
secretarial services t o the CounCi l ? but shaH not ·have a vote., 

3, It sh'!ll ·'i)e the respons i bility of the Coimcil to formulate policy and provide 
general guidel:i.:~es within the frame\-rork of which the management of the Centre shall 
operate to achieve :i.ts objectives ; i n part icular . it shall be the responsibility of 
the couno1:1 :to:- · ~ 

(a) approve ; he general policies and principles governi ng the activit i es 
of the Cen tre ; 

(b) approve t he l on€-term programme of work and the estimated cost of 
-:imp.'fe':llentirig i t i 

,;,..:·. · . . ,. 
' . I 

( o) · ·determine the 2.!Ulual and special contributions t o be paid by the· member 
States of the Centre and matters related thereto; · ·· 

(d) · . e l ect ·.the ml'lmbers of t .he Executive Board, having regard to equitable 
ge6grap~i~ai' •and l ingu:l.stic distl'i but i on ; 

(e) · a ppoint, on t-he :r ecommehdat 'ion of the Executive Board, the Executive. 
Director of the Centre and to pres.cribe his t erms and condi tio'ns of servie:e, 
provided that i n m~..king any appointment under this sub-paragraph the Council 
shan: a:ppo3:'nt . ·a ' ccin~-etent · person 'With considerable experience and the r equi.si te 

' qualifications in the fie ld of engineering desi gn and m~ufacturing, ana in 
management; 
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(f) examine proposals su1xnitted to it by the Executive :Board relating 
to the Oa)jectiyes.pf .~he Cent_re and t o. take dcc.isions ther e.?n, or when 
neces sary to ma:ke · its own preposals -on any of -such objectives with a view 
to their applicat i on hy the Centre or the member States ; 

(gJ ·select the· headquarters of the Centre ; 

(h) appr ove periodical r eports on the activities of the Centre ; 

(i) create its owrt special or technica l committees as it may deem neeessary 
or desirable ; 

(j) prescribe and/or approve the staff1 financial and other regulations of 
the Cenj;re in accordance Hith this Constitution; 

(k) undertake such other functions as may be necessary-or desirable for 
the rea lization of 'the o~Jjectives of t he Centre • 

.A.RriCLE. VIII · 

Seneions of the Council 

1. The C.ouncil shall_;· meet in ordinary session at the headquarters of the Centre every, 
two y~ars • It may mee1; at such convenient · place as it ma.y cl.et ermine • 

2 o The Counci l shall meet i n extraordinary session if required by ~t least .two-thirds 
of the member St at es of the Centre ; unles s otherwise decided such meeting will truce 
place at the headquarters of the Centre . · · .. 

3 • Decisions of the Council shall normally he by consensus • 

4. Subject to the provis ions of thi s Constitution, the Council shall determine i ts ·own 
procedure, including that for the convening of its sessions , quorum1 the conduct of 
business thereat and at .other times ,-·- ~nd for the. rotation of the Office of Chairman and 
other offices among the members of the Council . 

5• The provision~ · ·that t he Council may ma!ce under paragraph 4 of this Article for ·.the 
dispatch of business at times when it i s not meeting, may, if it so determines, include 
arrangements under which the e::ercise of any function of the Council under this Constitution 
i s delegated, $Ubject to such· conditions as t he Council may specify, to a cqmmittee of 
the Counci,l ,-._the Executive Board or the Executive Director of the Centre . · 

6. The Coun-eil may on the recommendation of the Ex:ecutiv.e Board and . subject to its 
procedure, illvite such persons1 Governments or institutions as · it deems desirable to attend 
all or particular sessions of the Council as observer s . 
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Exoc~tiv~ ilvc..r d. ' •'3.:.:t :\0J.i s.ne;~~ , t..0 .. 1Jl)..JSit..L. .. a e.n0. fu nctions -- - .- ... ........... ""~---·- · .... - --.-~...~~--~-------4>---- · 

(a) the . Executive Sec.>:>ctary of the tTnited Nat i ons Ecc.nomic Commissi on for 
Africa~ ~-.2lli£!.Q~ Chairman; 

(b) one-third of the nUfil :.:.er· oi the memiJer· S·~u ~t!& uf tl;.e s~~•t r:: cl()Cte0. by 
the Council in accordance rri th the ,;>revisions o=: r.u~pa.ragraph (d) of paragraph 
3 of Art i cle VII of this Constitution , who shall hold office in a c cordance w:i,. th 
tho provisic:.. • .I of r aT ',! -:· h j ct this AM~ .· 1.o ; . 

(c) a r epresentat i ve cf ·~he Uaii.ed Nations Industrial Development Organizati on ; 
ex officio, .\-;ho shall ac·~ :i.n an advisory capaci ty only and shall not ·:Ji:ave a vote ; 

(d) a representat ive of ~he Or.gani zation of Africa n Unity; ex officio, who 
shall act in an adv:i.sory capacity only and s hall not have a vote; 

{e) the Executive :Director of ,·+.he Centre, .~ off:i.ci 2.; ~rho shall provide 
s ecr etarial services to the Execu·(;ive Board and shall not ha ve 2. vote . 

3. {a ) one-thi~d of the member St ates as directed by +.he Council shall retire two 
years after they have been eleded t o thP. Executive Boa rd and she.ll he replaced by 
t he s ame n:unber of rn3mber St.a·~ vs elP.cteO. by the Council for that purpose; 

(h) one-thf.:-d 0f the m8:nJ.c::t States o.~ directerl. by -~he C · uncil :ihall retire t hree 
years after they have 1:>een elec ~ ed · ~ o ·L.:: :c;.."{C;Ou,.;,;,v-..., :S<.ard and $hall ~le r eplaced by the 
same number of member Stat eo CJ.ected by -che Council fo r t:t>.at purpose r 

(c) the re:na.i n:i ng one- t hl.1-d of the memb~-r. states r.::.all r e".; ire four years after 
they have been elected to the E.~:'9cutive Boar d e<.nd shall be r eplaced by t he same number 
of merni.::·ar Sta·~ (.; ~.; ~J.c': ·; e.O. ~J:, ··~ .. ~:; 2\'l . .it-~il ~or "thot l)t\_"pv :J'a :· 

4• A member State of the Cen+.re elected to serve on the Exe~u~ive Board shall be 
r epresented thereon by 'th~ hea;d cf t he nc:-.tione.l ins~itu·Uon concerned with engineering 
des ign and manufact~ing~ o-r. in the ~bsence of such an inst itut ion, qy a .suit able per son 
with qualification::; and res p::.nsib:i litieo in t his field of activity" 

5· The Executive Board shall ~ 

(a) subject t0 such directions of n g~neral nature as the Counci l may give , 
have .the responsibili~y to app:r·ove th0 Hork programmes of the Centreo 
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(b) approve the annual work programme , an'l t he corresponding budget of the 
Centre submitted to i t ~)y the Executi·:e Director of the Centro •. 

(c) mobilize and co-ordinate assistance fror.1 co-operating Governments , States 
and institutions referred t o in Article XIII of thj.s Constitution. 

(d) s ;_t'b:n:!:t th::-ouifJ~ .~ii-~ -)hai r man t o each ordinary ses sion of the Council :; a 
periodic report on t he aciivities of the Centre including financial statements . 

(e) propose for the consideration of the Council, the annual and . specia~ con
tributions to '.)e paid 'uy member States of the Centre; 

(f) determine from time to time 1 the offices of the :Management other .than those 
of the ·Executive · Direc~or of the Centre and appoint persons to suoh offices; 

(g) propose for the approval of the Council , the staff, financial and other 
regulat i ons governing the activities of the Centre; 

(h) recommend to the Council the person to be appointed Executive Direc~or of 
the Centre; 

(i) establish such special or technical committees as it may deem necessary or 
desirable and prescribe for such committees rules for the conduct of their affairs; 

(j) perform such other furic·~ions as the Council may from time to time determine; 

(k) exercise such other pmv-ers and perform such other functions as are conferred 
or imposed upon it under this Constitutiono 

6. The Executi"'l~ D':'~rd may delegate any of t he po,·ters and f·.illctions conferred or 
impo·sed on it by this Article to a committee of the Executive Board, or to the Executive 
Director of the Centre. 

ARTICLE X 

1feet ings of the ~ecut i ve Board 

1 . The Exec.uti\•e Board shall nieet in ordinary sess i on onoe a year. It may meet in. 
extraordinary session if sc requested by its Chairman or by two-thirds of its members • 

. · . 

2. :Meetings of the Executive Board shall 0e held at "the headquarters o-f · the Centre or 
at such other convenient place as may be determined by th~ Executive Board. 

:• 

3. The E:x:ecut1ve Secretary of the· United Nations Economic Commission for Africa shall 
'be Chairman of the Executive Dcia.rd to ensure continuity as. well as smoo~'h functioning 
of the Board . · 
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4o The Ex:ecut~ 10 .Board shall adopt its or·m P"'O<'r;ti,·""'n. ·incl uliing .i.hat f or the. 
convening of the meetings~ quorum and the conduct o:2' b1JsinesR thereat a.nd at 
ot her t i ine s ~ 

5. ·Subject to Stlch direct ives a s the Council ma;;: . gi •1e 1 t h0 Exe -vutive Board may 
invite such persons and r epr esentatives of such Government s~ or or~anizations 

other t han those r eferred to in para~aph 2 of Art i0l o 9 of ~his Conntituti on , as 
it may deem necessary or desire.blc : t o a t tend ·its meeJ;'ings r' a obser ver so 

ARTIC:.E XI 

. . ,. . . .. ~ 

l .o ~he ~entr€" . shaD ·be he-'l.ded· ~Y t h e Exeolitive D1h:::;tor who sj1c1.ll he a.opo:ir.ted as 
pro·iid-~d f or in .. t~ Constitution t o serve~ in s uuh o:t'fic~_':ror a. ·ierm o.Z f:!.~e ;rears 

_ .. roi4 be e ligible for r eappoint ment f~r ·:.:>"J.other t erm o -J: five ye~rs, 

2o The Execut :s e Director or the Centr e sr..all be the Chief F..xecut :!.ve O.ffi c9r of 
t he Centre and sha ll in accorda nce i-rl.th tile polic~.es , decis iom.· ~.~rl direc-i: ives r.~ the 
0 :.:-:;;.;"lcil a:r.d i;he Ex~cutive Boa rd , have responsi.~)i.lii.y fvi' t 'i1~ org;:rrli~at::.o~v direction 
and e.dmi nistr<'l.tior. of t he Centre a 

• ... ·he E.'x :.;~ut ive Di ;:eotor al'ld. ·;;he 'CF;:.sds of'. · ve-o."l:Mn:znt~.( of the C::ntre s l:'l.ll ccnstitute 
,, !. '· .. . . . ~ . ..... ,.; . . ... 0 • 

the Y:l.nagement o 

·.:.. · :"" ! 
4e.. 'I~i'e Exeq-u:tiv-e D:i,recto~ . ~>hall , .wi-~h · thG a.ssistari0e .. t>f ·the Nr.i!W~mentr a.reong other 
thing~ : I 

1 
· · • · · ' ... 

(c) service a~d . assist .the organs· of the Centre~ ~ the perfor mance of their 
funct i ons : 

(b) kpp the functioning of th~ Centre unde:r' coht:i.nu~·us'"e)'.-~!llinatic·n and1 where.,. 
appropr:i.aia~ r e·port .t he results of -hi s e;xa.m5.nation a nd make" re ~<?!lllllenJ::ttions to ·. 
the EY.:ecu~ive Beard or '!ihe Counoil for con~iclera";icn ; . 

( c) submi t 1;h~ dra f:t \·tar k 
·to tho Fx(wut:i.ve Beard for 

. y. ~ . 

progranur.es . and corfespond'i'ngrbttd{.;<~t s of the ··centre . 
its oonsidereticn ? t · ' .. · ·- · • · 

... i . ' . . ~ . ' ; ~ : ·: : ... 

(a.) submit a" u'~".ll :.:"-l :rc..:>o:!::'t ,._~_.;.t · ~ ,, . n.r.·= -:~·!:'; '. -::" of t lie Centre inolud~ng financial 
sta~;e::1en+.s 1 to ·~:1c P~eou-G ive :Bc·a)~d f or i t 3 co:::...;jde:r.a:~icn( ··· · 

(e) ca :-::-r;';r C i.'.t t ho ·. · ..):;,~~c prog.ca .. ..:.: ~ ..,: ~~ • .:: Gon~:ce .:.:~.nci co--ordinate t he \ooJor:( of the 
Ccn~·re ,,~ .~t~ tha.t c.~ ; ·0h ·· .r insti tut i 011b - :. ... ivo or i nt<':-:.!ltcd i n t :-.e object ives 
of the Centre a~ ·~he E:,cecuti ve Boa:rd rr.<w <lcte:cmine ; 
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(f) undertake such work and studies and perform such se~vices relating 
to the objectives of t he Centre as may be assigned to him by the Couneil 
or the Executive Board and also make such proposals thereto as ~ assist 
in the efficient and harmonious functioning and development . ~! the Centre, 
to the Council or the Executive Doard as may be appropri ate; and . . 

(g) ~. ·convene, in consultation ~dth the Chairman of the · 9r~s of the Centre, 
the meetings of such organs in accol."dance with the provisions of this 
Constitution or as may be provided for thereunder. 

5• The Executive Director of the Centre shall be entitled to attend and participate 
at all sessions of the orsans of the Centre or be represented thereat 1J,Y a senior 
official of the W~gement designated 0y him, except that with r espect to the sessions 
of the Council or the Executive Board, only .the Executive Director of the Centre or 
the person for the time being act ing as such, shall attend and participate. 

6. The Executive Director shall, subject to the pr ovisi ons of this C~nstitution and 
such directives as the Council and 'the Executive Board may give from tilDe to time be 
responsible for the collection of and management of t-ontributions and all other resourees 
due from member States ~f the Centree 

lo The financial res~urces ~f the Centre shall cnnsist of annual and special contri
butions from the member States nf the Centre; assistance, aid, loans, gifts, bequests 
or grS.nts from Gc.. -Jernments , international organizatio:ins, financial institutions, public 
or private institutions , associations , bodies or individual persons; and fees and other 
charges levied ~J.the Centre for services r ender ed under the provisions of this 
Consti tutiono 

2. Subject to such financial regulations as the Council may .make, the budget of the . 
Centre shal+ be adminis:tn ed by the Executive Director of the Centre under the super
vision of the Executive Board. 

3o The Exe~:tive .Director of the Centre may with the 'approval of the Executive ~oard 
reoeive directly, gifts, bequests, aid and other resources from Governments, public, 
private and international institutions, associ ations , bodies or individual persons and 
from ~vernments~ States or institutions with which the Ce~tre has established relations 
under the provisions of Article XIII of this ·constitution, and may for this purpose, 
enter into r elated agreements. 
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1. In pursuance of its objectives, t he Council may seek and maintain active co
oper~1t~n with Governments or States not parties t o this Constitution and with 
institutions (collectively referred t o in this Constitution, as "co-operating States 
and institutions"), which are deE!roue of assisting the Council or its member States 
in actieving the objectives of the Centre . 

2·. · Subject to the provisions of t hi s Const!tution, the Council may ent er into . 
arrangements 'with co-operating Stat es and institutions , defining methods of co-operation 
in general or relating t o individual activities or projects. 

3. The .Executive Board may entrust the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 
on behalf of the Centre with: 

(a) th~ collection of and the account.ing for contribUtions due from .member 
States of the Centre under the provi s i ons of this Constitution; and 

(b) s.eeking as~ista.nce from co-operating States and institutions for t he 
i mplement ation of approved projects of the Centre and acting as executing 
agency fqr such projects in r espect of which it has been abl e to obtain 
assistanc€ from co-operating State.s, and institutions under t he ~ovisions . 

. of this s:u~paragraph,, ·., 
.. 

4• The United Nat ions Economic Commi'ssion for Africa shall, through its r epresentative , 
keep the Council and t he Executive Board., as the case may be, informed of the contri
butions andassistance received and acts undertaken by t he United Nations Economic 
Commission f or Africa under the provisions of paragraph 3 of this Article . 

ARTICLE XIV 

Status, capacity, privileges and immunities 

1. To enabl e it to achi eve its objectives and perform the functions with which it 
i s entrust ed, t he Centre shall posses~. i n t he territory of each member State of the 
Centre juridieal personality. For these purposes, the st at us , capacity, privileges, 
immunities and exemptions set forth i n paragrF.phs 2 to 12 of this Article shall .. be 
accorded to t he Centr~ . in the territory of each member State of the Centre. 

2. The Centre sha ll for the purposes of t hi s Constitution have the capacity: 

(al to enter into cont,racts; 
(b to. acqu.ir e and dispose of mova'Jle or immovable property; 
(c to institute l egal proceedings . 

and 
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3. The Centre~ ~ts prope~y and assets ~hall enjoy immuni ~y from every form of legal 
process except insofar as in a.ror particul .ar case it has, through the Executive Director 
of the Centre ~ expressly l-ra.iveif "its immlmity; 

Provided howeve·r that uo waiver of immunity shall extend to any measure 
of exe cutione . ., .. 

4. The headquarters of the Centre shall oe inviolable Q The property and assets· of 
the Centre shall be immune from search, requisition, confiscation, expropriation, and 
any other form of interference whether by ~egisletive p executive , judicial or administ
rative a ctiono 

5c The archives of the Centrei and in general all documents belonging to it or he ld 
qy it, shall be inyiolable e 

6. The Centre , its property1. assets» income and transaction shall be exempt from all 
taxation and from customs duties and prohibiti~ns and restrict ions on imports and 
exports in respect of articles imported or e~orted ~ the Centre for its official useo 
The Centre shall also be exempt from any obligation relating to the payment, withholding 
or collection of any tax or duty, in acco,rdance with exi sting practices as applied t o 
the United Natione F~o~omic Commiss~on for .~frica and the Organization of Afri~an Unity. 

7• Representatives of the member .States of ~he Centre who are not otherwise officials 
of the United 'Nations or of the specialized agencies of the U~ted Nations , shall enjoy 
such privileges and immunitj.es as are provided for ~atis mutandis by Article IV of the 
Conventi on on Privileges and Immunit ies of ·the United Nations ... 

-··· 
8. . -.Officials of the ·cent·re' l~ho are not otherwiso officials of the United Nations or· of 
the specialized agencies of: t.he United Na'f.ions shall· enjoy such privileges and iminunities 
as are provided- f ··.• jl1utati~~&,a,n!hi§. by A ; icle V of the C01: 'lent ion on Privileges and 
Immunities of the United NationsQ 

9. Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions~ the member States of the Centre 
undertake to accord to all repreEentatives cf the member States of the Centre, all 
officials of the Cen·~re ~ representatives of the Organization of African Unity and co
ope r-ating States and insti tutj.ons ancl expez:ts __ .P.:rov:id,.in.g ad'iz:ice .or ass istance to the 
Centre , such facilities and cm.lrte.sies ·-as .. are necessary for the exercise of their function~ 
in connexion with the Centre o 

lOo The EXecutive Director of the Centre shall have t:he right and. duty to .·waive the · 
immunity- of J:any official · of ·the · Centre who is. not an. official of the. United Nations ·or 
of a speciali-zed agency of the United Nations in cases where in his opinion the immunity 
would impede the cause of justice and can be wa ived without prejudi ce to the interests 
of the Centre e~ 

ll. All persons undergoing training or taking part in a scheme for the exchange of 
personnel at the headquarte:('S of the Centre or organi.zed elsewhere within the terri tory 
of a. member State of the Centre in pursuance of the provisions · a~ thi:s C·onstit:ution shall 
have the right of entry intos sojoilrn, or exit as is necessary for the purpose of their 
training or the exchange of personnel o They shall be granted facilities for speedy travel 
and visas, where required~ shc.ll 'Je granted promptly and free of chargeo 
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12. Officia ls of the United. Nations or specialized agenci e s of the United Nations 
performing fun~tions in connexi~n with the Centre shall respectively en joy approprjate 
privileges and i mmunitirJa p.i:-o\rj.'d.cd W1<l.er thE: Co!Wcntio::l on P:civilcg-es .and I mmu.11it i .es cf • 
the United Nations and the Convention on Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 
Agencies., 

B~ •J..,hc <:ent.r .G sh3.J.J: cv.-c.pera.te a t all t inel? uith the appr opriate authorities of the 
member States of the ·centr e to facilHa t e -the proper a9Jv,inistr~tion of jusd oe , secmre 
the observance of na·cional 1D.\•1S and l)rE:: V~Jnt the occurene'e cf mty abuse in C~nnexio~ with 
privil~ges,. immuri_it:t.es and facilit ies mentioned i n thi.s. Article • . 

14. The Exe~uti ve Dir<:~ 0t.o-r of the Centre shall conciude }'lith the member State in whose 
t erritory the . hea4quarters of the Centre is established an agr~ement concerning the 
pri vile.ges and immuni-ties to be granted to the Centre . 

I . 

ARI'ICL~ XV 

Amendments 

1 . Any member State of the Centre may su'omit proposals for the amendment of this 
Constitution.., 

2. 4nY, :~uch proposals shall be submitted to the Executi.ve Director of the Centre who 
shali · t:i:'afi~lhit . 1Jiiiiil -to the other member States of .the c·an.tre .. 

3. The .Qonstitution shall be amended by a tw~-thirds majority of the ~ember sta.t~s 
of tlie : Qoful.6iY; - · ··. ·. · · 

.. . .. ,.. .. . • . . ''! .t · ,: - ' :! I ', ,. 

4• · .~Th~ Council shall ' make rules anc1. regulations for the application . ot the provisions 
of th:fS" :· Ariicle~ ·· 

ARTICLE XVI 

Withdrawal and suspension 

1. ~ member State of the Centre wishing to ~rithdraw from the Centre shall give the 
· O::Elcecutive Dire•r.:tor .on~ y~4r 1 s notice in writing. I f at the expiration of suc;h period 

the notice ~ is -not withdrawn~ ~he member State which subrnitted ·the notice ~hall cease to 
be a membe~ or' the Centre . ·. · ,.,;· 

··~\. .. 

2 . During the period of one year r eferred to in paragraph (1) of this Article , ·a membe~ 
state of the Centre which has given its notice of withdral'l'al , shall ha ve a ll the rights 
of a meml~r state , observe the provisions of this Constitution and shall remain lia~le 
for disoharge of its obligations thereunder . 
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3. (a)(i) . Membershi p of t pe Centre shal l l apse automatically if a member 1 in spite 
of written· r eminders , f a i ls t o meet its f inancial o·hligations totvards the Centre 
for three consecutive year s . 

( ii) The Council may. by a tuo-thircls majority of the votes of a ll mc:Jmber 
"'States. of the Centr e suspend a rnem1X3r who has failed to fulfi l its obli~tions 

under this Constitution or has f ailed to comply with the deci s i ons of the Council . 

(b) I n suspendL"lg a member St at e under the provi sions of su~paragraph (a) · 
·of this paragraph, the ColU'lcil may prescri7>e the duration of such suspension or 
the conditions in which such suspension sha ll t ake effect . 

(c) Wher e the duration of a suspension or the conditions i n ·which it shall 
take eff ect are not pr escribed, the Council , may1 as it deems fit 1 r evoke such 
a suspension by a two-thirds majority of the votes of all the member Stat es of 
the Centr e . 

(d) A member State of the Centre which i s suspended under the provisions of 
sub-paragraph (a) or this paragraph shall , during the duration of i ts suspensi on 
and subject t o the provisi ons of sub-paragraph (c ) of this paragraph, cease to 
derive any benefit from the activities of the Centre or be r epresent ed on any of 
the organs of t he Centre and shall be subject to such other disadvantages as the 
Council may determine . 

(e) The suspension of a member Sta t e of the Centre shall not r elieve that 
member State from the fulfilment of i t s financial obligations incurred prior to 
its suspension, unless the Council decides otherwise . 

(f) The revocat i on of a aue~•eioo or t he t er mination of voluntary withdrawal 
from the member shi p of the Centr e shall be subj ect t o S'..!.ch tenns and condi t i ons as 
the Council may stipulate and shall be communicate·d by the Elcecutive Director t o 
the member State concerned and to the Executive Secr etary of the united Nations 
Economic Commiss ion for Africa . 

ARTIGLE XVII 

~ettlement of disputes 

Any dispute .. ~Jlat m~y" arise among the mem'.ler States or between av m~in~r ._state . and-
any organ of the Centre other than the: Council r egarding the inte:ror~t·a.tion or application 
of the Constitution shall, unless amica "'uly sett l ed, be referred ·to the ·council'; ~ose · · 
decision shall. be final • . 
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1 . Thi s Constitution of which the En glish and French terts are equally a uthentic 
Bhall be deposited with the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commissior. 
for Africao 

2 ~ The Constitution s hall ent er into force when s igned on 1)ehalf of at l east one 
quarter of the mem"!:>er States of tho United Nations Economic Commission fo r Africa 
and the Organization of African Unity and s ha l l be open for signature at the Meeting 
of Pleni potentiaries on the Centre he ld in ., . ,~ ~ o ·>o • .-e .. , ... from '> ooo~ • o:~ o• •.,. .., 
to oo ~ eu •J~ • <> OoO O~ O O ~ and thereaft er a t the Office of t he E:x:ec"~:~ive Secretary of the 
United Nations Econo~io Commission for Africao 

3 o Instruments of r atification ; acceptance or e.pproYa.l shall be deposited with 
t he Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economi~ Commission for Africa.. 

4., A State referred t o in Articl e lV of this Const i tution whi<'h i s desir ous of 
becoming a. member Sta t e of the Centre after the coming int0 f 0rce of this C0nstitution7 
may do so by depositing with the Executive Secretary of the United Natil'ns Eeon~mi~ 
Commission for Africa its instrument of a.ucession to this Constitu.tirm ., 

5• The Executive Sec.;:cet ary of the United Nations Economic Commissivn for Afriea 
shall transmit certified copies of this Constitution and informai;ion 0oneerni ng 
r atifi·-;ation 7 a~ceptance : approval or a ccee.sion to t his Constitution to member States 
of the Centre and all member States of the United Nations Economic Commissi0n for 
Afri ca and the 0-rgani7.at :l.on of African Unityt 

6. The Execut Le Secretary of "!;he Uni td. Uai; ions Economic Commission for Africa 
shall call the first meeting of the Council and~ until the secretariat is est ablished , 
its functions shall be performed '.:ry the Rec:retariat of the United Nations Ec·.onomic 
Commiss5.on f"c-:: Jl.f::-ica.~ 

IN WITNESS \'ffiEREOF the undersigned PLENIPOI'ENT;:ARIES being duly authorized by 
their respective Gove~Gnts have signed t his Constitut i on on the dates appearing 
under t heir s i gnature :-
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Gountry 

Algeri a. 

An gola 

Benin 

Botswana 

Burundi 

C:1meroon 

Cnpe Ver.de ' ' 

N-:lme 1.n~--~:i__e:_1a t _ure of oleni .J?O ten tia ry 

··------- ···· ----- - ---------.. - ... .... 
-----··- ·-··-·- -----·-------·----
----· - ·- ·-· --··-·-----·· 
--- - -· ... -·- ·- - --- --

--··--·-··· ·--- --·- ·-------·-------
-------- -- ··- ·- -------

----- . -~----- ------------
----- ·-·-·--·-··- - ·---------.... -_ ........... · -..,..--

-'--- --··----·---- ·--------
----·- - · ·-------- --------- - -
-.--·· ... ··:..:,· --=--·:·-=--- ... ---·-- · ----·------

• ;.. . ··- - ·- ·-·- - -·---- - ·--··--·- --------
Centr <1l African 

Empire, 

Ch::ld .. ... ,· 

Comoro 

Congo 

Djibo uti ' : 

Egypt 

Equ~toriil Guinea 

Ethiopia 

Gabon 

. --. --.-··-· .,- - . - ---. ___ .. . .. -- -· - ---,-
. . . - ·-· _·.·-- ....... · ..... ____ ,_. ___ , ________ _ ... 

. . - --- -·- · - - -----.------------ -

. . ·--· -··-- ··-----· -

;;...... __ .. - ··---·· -·-- . ... .. ~:.....:·_......; __ ___ , ... .... ·-· . - -----· ~ ' 

- --- .. ··- · · ·· - - ------ _ ___ .. ____ _ 
- ------··---- --------.. ----- -----
- - - --- - ------·--·- ··-- .. - -----

- - ·- ·- ···--·- ·- - ---·-----------
-------· --·- -----· ---·--·---

-- -- -·- -------·--------

D1te 



Cotm t r y 

Ga mbia 

Gh:ina · -

Guinea · · 

Guinea- Bissau 

Ivory Co11st 

Kenya 

Le sotho 

Liber ia 

Libya 

!•iadagascar 

Malawi 

Mali 

J.la u= i tanie. 

ll.au.ri t i u.s 

Morocco 

Niger 

N J.me -'lnd .t>ig:n: tu.re. of . :plenipo t~n_t~ :-r;r .. 

- -------- -- --·---

• •~ ~· ·· • " • ' ••• r -· •~"''' 

------- - --""'-"-----'-'-. ··-· .. . .. .. .. , .. _ · · · ··-~· ~· 

.. - --- . 

... ....... -. .. 
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D3. -te. 

.. 

;,_ . : . .. . . . 
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Country 

Nigeria 

Rwanda 

Sao 'fume 3nd 
Principe 

Senegal 

Seychelles 

Sierra Leone 

Somalia 

'Ibgo 

Tunisia 

Ug~da 

United Re .;> ublic 
of Tan zani -3 

Upper Volta 

£.nmbi a -

Name .:md Signa t ·ure of Plenipo teintia.ry· ·· Date 




