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1. The orese'1t annual report of the F.cono"'"•.ic CorrmissioTI for .t'frica covers t'<e 
perio<1 from 4 'arch 1977 to 1 c<arch l~r,. 1/ It is snb"littecl for conr,i,4eration 
ry t':1e Econorr:ic "ind Social r.onncil at its sixt•T-fif't't session in accor.lance nit'! 
para~raph If of t'1e ComT'l.ission' s terms of reference. 

I. IS SUES Tiii'.T r;znrJir>J;: ,<\.CTI011 ."W, 0T". /1."':-J !'/'DUG'.:'T' Tl T~'.E ~ ':"'I''?1'1'T.HV' ')I', 'T'~Tl:' 

T!:Cf:F10"tiC '\"J'l sncHL cnunciL 

2. Jurinp: the period under revieu, no session of t':le Conference o{ ·:ir:isters 
vas held. 

3. TJith re?"ar.-l to its terr~.s of reference, the Com!":l.ission feels t'::at t~<e s~irit 

anc intent of C:omnission resolution 42 (Ilf) TTould re reflecteJ more a.ccurately 
if the phrase "provir'l.ed that States '·'hich shall cease to ~1qve an'J territorial 
responsibilities in .1\frica shall cease to be rr1eTY~bers of the Com!"'ission" ~i'1 nara
f'raph 5 of the terms of reference nere deleted since t 11at ryhrase Pas intenfl.ecl to 
apnlv to colonial powers. It therefore re~1ests the Council to take the necessary 
action. 

!+. The Cot"mission also uishes to brinp to the attention t'1e f"lct t~:1at '-i il·outi, 
havinp; become a MeHher of the United Nations since the r.:o•nnission last sul:nnittef! 
a report to the Council, has 9.utomatically become a full member of t'1.e Cm'!'fffiission. 
Tt,.e Council is accordinaly requec;ted to ard ~j ibouti to tl1e lic;t of countries in 
parap;raph 5 of e.1e ColT!mission' s terPS of reference. 

II. ~'JORK OF THE CO'fl'lJHSSION SINCE THE THIP,TEENTH SESSION 

A~ ACTIVITIES OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES 

5. Durin'3 the period from l~ ' 7arch 1977 to 3 rrarc~.l 1~71, the Commission orn:anized 
meetin?;s of the Executive Committee and of tlte Conference of African ~tatisticVms. 
A list of tl:1e meetin:"s held "Jy thfJse '1->odies, toP:et~1er vlith :furt;-,er ir:fon1atinn 
concerning their officers and their renorts, is containec in annex I to th.ie renort. 

B. OTHEP. ACTIVITIES 

6. The activities carried out under the Comnission's pro~ramne of ~mrk :m-1. 
priorities for 1978 and 1979 (E/5941/Add.l - E/CN.14/ES3/.~dd.l) and in accordance 
uith tl:le relevant resolutions of the (';eneral l'.ssemhly, the Econorlic and Social 
Council and the ECA Conference of '~inisters, are r1escribed 'belo·F. 

Agriculture 

7. nu ring t'1e period under revien, the r,ecretariat' s approach to t'le nroble!"s 
facing the apricultural sector has continued to focus ·'lS JllUC~ 3.S possible on 
subresional orp.anizations and has become increasingly action-oriented. 

1/ For the previous report of the Commission, covering the period 1 lfarch 
1976 to 3 11arch 1977, see Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Sixty-third Session, Supplement No. 7. 
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'2. lJith rer'ard to the nromotion of re<:,ional and subreo-ion."3.1 co-oner::~tion in the 
field of agriculture, at the request of the UTlEAC secretariat, a mission ·pas 
carried out for the preparation of a study of the possibilities of co-operation 
and trade in the field of apriculture among TTD:r<'~.c memcer States and contracts uere 
made r,Jith To'AO headquarters and its P_egional Office in orrler to have the sturlv 
started. 

9. lt the request of the Lake Chad J>,asin CoMmission a tuo-man team from the 
secretariat uarticipated in the mission that rYas sent to evaluate Q"ngB.:i;l1·? 
ar-ricultaral and livestock projects in the Lake Chad '-)asin. As a follo\lr-uo to 
the study, four experts "~orere sent by the secretariat as its contrib•1tion to a 
nmltinational interdisciplinary team financ~::d b•r UNDP and various hilateral donors 
to Drepare feasPdlity studies for rural rleveloument projects in the area. 

10. The secretariat of the nerJly establisl:led Economic Comr:mnity of T.Jest African 
States (ECOI:TAS) has aporoached ti1e Commission to request its assistance in the 
sertes of studies for increasing co-ooeration and trade Hi thin the r~o!T!J'lunity. In 
the field of ac;riculture, livestock, fisheries anr. forestry, the secretariat is 
actively en~aged in prenarin~ two major studies on nroduction and trade ~otenti~ls. 

11. The secretariat ts also preoarin7 ;Jro~rammes of ,,mrk for the fjve multi
national proo:ramming and operational centres (HULP1Cs); aF:riculture Fill be a 
ma.jor coMponent of these work pro~rammes. In collaboration rrith the Lusaka 
:1ULPOC (formerly knmm as the Lusaka lTI1Di\T), assistance tr::>s o,iven in. the fiel0 
of multinational inter;rated rural development to Zanbia and the United Pepuhlic 
of Tanzania. 

12. In co-ooeration with the Hest .."frican "ice ;!eveloprnent Assuciation (r.y".nJ;p,), 
a study on the possibilities of the ''Jest 1\frtcan subreeion attainin;:>: self
sufficiency ic, rice production is heinr; unrlertaken. 'P'lrticular attention is 
beine; paid to the inteP:ration of ,,.omen in the production and :rnarketinp of rice. 

13. The secretariat •·ms represented "lt the prelit,..inary Il',eetin'=; of the Inter
national Livestock Centre for Africa (ILCA) on the co-orrlination of activities 
in the livestock industry, Particular areas of cmnmon interest uere identified 
and the principle of co-operation and hamonization of programmes uas establis":led. 

ll:.. The secretariat •·'as represented at the United 1 1ations !ntet·~geiie.y;c meeting 
in Paris on the estal•lis~nent of the SahRlian Institute. 

15. The >econd major topic has been the promotion of production, trade and self
sufficiency in food in Africa pursuant to the Freetown Declaration of 1976. As 
a first step, the secretariat prepared a document entitled "Regional and sub
regional intergovernmental organizations in Africa for the development of food 
and agricultureu. This noH forms the basis of the secretariat's detailed analysis 
of supply and demand projections up to 1990 and trade matrices at the su'bregional 
level to be completed by the end of February 1978. This in turn will form part 
of the secretariat's contribution to the first phase of the Regional Food Plan 
for Africa to he submitted to the FAO/ECA Rep,ional Conference of Hinisters of 
Agriculture L1 be held at 1'Xrusha in September 1978, where formal apuroval for 
the next line of action will be given. 
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16. In attempting to find solutions to the food urohleT'ls in Africa, and uurs11ant 
to a reauest by the OAU/FAO/ECA Interrninisterial Committee on Food, the secretariat 
also made a preliminary study of the a<?ricultural sector of the development plans 
of eip,ht countries of the re~ion. 

17. Under the programme on food availability anc. in consistency nith the' ma:udate 
of the African Interministerial Co'P1mittee on Pood, Dreparatory •·JOrk rms undertaken 
and areas of intervention identified in the TJest African subre~ion. The secretariat 
continued its analyses of food losses in ''est Africa. A study on Haste of food 
in the Hest African subree;ion based on the report of the subren,ional consultation 
held in Monrovia (Liberia) in 1976 \Jas prepared and circulate-:1. ar'lono; the countries 
concerned. In order to assess the state of food uastages in the ~vhole region, an 
information na~er was prepared and circulated amono; the countries of the re~ion. 

13. Another important sector has been integrated rural develonl"1ent. The 
secretariat, in collaboration uith the Panafrican Institute for Development 
organized a Seminar on Interrated ~ural Developme11t in the ~rovince of Putare 
(RHanda). The Semin3.r rqas attended b7 all senior officers of the R•»andese 
Government Harking in the field of rural developMent. 

19. The secretariat also naid special attention to the supDly and marketing of 
agricultural inputs in the region. A mission visited several countries in the 
East African subreg;ion and a report Fas made on the con:'itions of production, 
sup~ly and Marketing in tuo countries, the TJnited r>.enuhlic of Tanzania and Zambia. 

2:). The activities of the secretariat uith repard to the collection and orRaniza
tion of statistical data e~t~P~ on a livestock statistics develonment nroject. 
A field study \Jas carried out by two consultants in four selected countries of the 
nest African subregion to provide information for developinp- methodolo9;y for 
obtainino; livestock statistics. 

21. The secretariat intensified its activities in preparation of the next meeting 
of the FAO African Commission on Ao;ricultural Statistics. For this purpose, a 
mission visited Sierra Leone to exnlore the possibility of holding the J"1eetinp- in 
that country. 

22. DurinR the same period, the secretariat nrovided assistance to various 
countries in their preparatory activities for the next FAO ~iforld Census of 
A3riculture Pro~:,ramme. 

23. As far as training is concerned, the secretariat co-ordinated, in different 
countries of the re~ion, the recruitment activities for the second International 
Trainins Course in Remote Sensing Applications for Africulture. 

Development planning, projections and policies 

24. Hith regard to development trends and require•·1ents (surveys and reviews), 
the secretariat completed the Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa, 
1977. Part I, section I, discussed international economic condition, the search 
for a nevr international econol'lic order and economic development in the :sr::A reo; ion 
durin?, 1976/1977. In part I, section II, the Survey nresented an in-dept1:1 

analysis of education and employment in Africa. Part II of the Survev consisted 
of a revieH of current economic developments and policies in 41 individual African 
countries. 



- 4 -

25. The f'lain tl1rust of tvork in the field of socio-economic research, planninc- and 
"?rojections has been in t,;.ro areas, the first of •1hich is the preparation of the 
documentation for the seventh session of the Conference of African Planners scheduled 
to take place from 6 to 15 November 1978. Preliminary Nark includint>; visits to 
African countries, ~.,as completed on a paper entitled "Evaluation of the experiences 
of selected African countries in the imulementation of indipenization policies". 
Under a joint ECA/UNEP Droject, Hork started on t,,ro uapers discussin~ the inte:;ra
tion into comorehensive planninp of work for improving the environment. Jointly 
\·.!ith ILO, work started on the unified approach to development 'llannin~ and olanninr; 
for basic needs under ~frican conditions. 

26. The second major areas of uork is that dealing r11ith projections for Afric3.n 
economies for the next decade. A ureliminary assessment of lon~-term develonf'lent 
trends and pro!'loects in develol)ing Africa \•JaS completed in early 1977 and published 
as annex Ill of the Secretary General's report to the sixty-third session o: the 
Economic and Social Council on lonp:-term trends in the economic develol)ment of the 
regions of the ~..rorld. 

27. The secretariat completed a paoer entitled "'Methodolo!7ical <>,uirlelines for 
further examination of lon~-term trenns in the economic development of the FCA 
re~ion" topether t·dth a paper entitled "Lone;-term studies and projections carried 
out or under r-1ay in the ECA secretariat and some 1evelonment issues for the 19COs". 
The •mrk on projections is continuing in consultation with UHCTAI' and FL'O. 

2'j. In the fiel.-'1 of fiscal, monetary and financial issues at the national level, 
>•!Ork on the p;routh and structure of finsncial institutions in tuo countries Nas 
also completed. This will be follmved by specialized studies on the contribution 
of national develol)ment banks, commercial banic:s, insurance companies etc., to the 
mobilization o• savinp,s and development financinq;. 

Promotion of economic co-operation anC. intep-ra!_~on 

2r:. '!'"1e main thrust of the secretariat's nor1c: in the field of economic co
O:'Jeration rra.'3 in the reor:-'anization of the F.CA field offices ;:mc1 the inte:sration 
of tl-eir work proerammes Fit~:~ the existinp; interr;overnrilental orB;anizations. In 
addition, the secretariat continued its assistance to African interr:overnmental 
or~e.nizations and the irtentification of areas of co-operation aMong the \fric'ln 
countries on the one ~:1and and betTreen Afrj_ca and other develoninp; ren:ions of the 
uorld. 

30. In line <:11ith the restructurin" of ECA field offices (<ITJLP'1Cs), sever.:::tl 
rneetinrrs nere held in collaboration trith the interr;over::1111ental or:ranizations. 
T'l.e ~isenyi-based "..f!JLP~"'f"; ~1eld an inquo:ural meetinP' r:>i tl:l tl,e Economic COT"''11Unity 
of the -::-reat Lakes in 'Jcto1'er 1~"~77 and the Yadunde :.11JLI'OC' held its meeting in 
17ebruarv 1978. 

31, 'T'he Niamey '1JLP')C continued to Forl: closely T·Jith rF'VS anfl undertook raeasures 
to stren~then co-oryer::~.tion T.>ith ECO~!/•S, UT'lEi'r; anil the PerrJ.anent Inter-State 
C:o'"'nittee for T)roup:ht Control in the Sothel (CIL~S). In adrlition, t 1 •e :aame'r 
:·iJTLF"C carried out studies on )')rice com.uonents of importeil rtoods for tr.e llpry~r 
Volta actc1 the 
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32. Technical Assistance was given to various intergovernmental organizations, 
especially to ECOWAS which benefited from technical assistance in the establishment 
of its secretariat. The secretariat also assisted the States members of the Lake 
Chad Basin Commission with ongoing programmes and helped in the preparation of an 
integrated development plan. Moreover, consultations were carried out in the 
North African subregion ,.Jith a vievr to establishing the same ,.mrkin!) relations 
between the secretariat and the existing intereovernmental institutions in North 
Africa. 

33. Pursuant to the recommendations of the I~usaka ~'"1TLP')C 1Jolicv or~am;, the 
secretariat prepared a seven-part document on trade oromotion amonr: the countri~s 
of East and southern Africa, which 'cras submitted to the. HULPOC meet in:! of exnerts 
and to the third Hinisterial Conference, T,rhich took place in 'lctober and novemter 
respectively. The st11dy called for the creation of a nreferential trade area anri 
a clearin<>; and payments system for the area. '!:'his recommendation 11-ms adonted and 
an Extraordinary Conference of 'finisters of Trade, Finance 'lnd Plannino; 'Has 
scheduled to be held in Harch 1973 to consider the draft B:eclqration of intent 
and commitment to the establisrment of t 11e above-mentioned institutions. 

3l;. In the field of co-operation uith other developing rer;ions, t 11e secretari::1t 
oarticipated in a meeting of the reo;ional commissions on technical co-oneration 
amone develooing countries held at Genev<'l. in July 1°77. It also contr:i.huted to 
a paper nrepared jointly by the repional commissions on a olan of action for 
technical co-ooeration amon"; develooing countries. In addition, the secretariat 
contributed a document to a position paner prepared jointly bv the reo:ional 
commissions on the role of the re~ional commissions in technical co-ol)eration 
among developino; countries and participated in a meetinp: on that subject held 
in Ne\'? York in January 1972. 

Education and training 

35. During the period under revieu prenaratory studies, includin~ the issue of 
an aide-memoire for fund-raisin~, have been made for holdin~ a symposium on non
formal education and manpmver traininr:; for rural development in Africa in 197:-l. 

36. In furtherance of institution buildina and the development of trainin~ 
facilities, the secretariat dis1)atche1 to all member States a set of three 
questionnaires to seek information on specialized traininp facilities, trainee 
places and scholarship op1)ortunities. 'Resoonses have been received pradually 
and an analysis of results is scheduled for early 1978. 

37. f,lorkshops on trainins: methods and the use of instructiOnal materials Here 
held at the subregional and national levels and covered 10 African countries. 
In addition, training programmes for management educators and accountancy te~chers 
'Here organized at Lagos and Arusha respectively in collaboration vrith African 
host institutions. ~egarding the promotion, stren~thenin~ and establighment of 
specialized training institutions, the secretariat ~1as concentrated on tHo 
projects, namely, the African Institute for Hi~her ~echnical !rainin~ and Research 
as uell as the subregional graduate schools of business mana~ement and finance. 
Pre-feasibility studies on the t't•ro institutions are beinp supported by financial 
grants from Ni,.eria. 
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38. Advisory and consultative missions concernin?. corresponr'lence education course 
uriters ~vere undertaken to E~ypt, the Sudan, ·~orocco~ Algeria .<ind Tunisia at their 
request. 

3S'. Under the localization of professional traininq; and aualifications in t\frican 
States, the secretariat undertook a follou-up mission to so•1thern .\frican countries 
during the t~ird quarter of 1977. 

L10. Publications by the secretariat in the fiel.J of education and traiain~ for 
development included one mono(J"r'lnh on "t~anpmv-er approach to human resources 
plannine in developin2: countries", the bulletin on ECA trainin<>; activities c:md 
a booklet on distant education. 

Human settlements 

41. During the period under revieH, the secretariat concentrated on the joint 
ECA/Ui:H:OO/OAU building materials and constr•1ction inrl.ustries development pro~rarn:m.e. 
On the basis of a project document prenarer:1 bv the secretariat, a field mission 
composed of a team of African experts Fas mounted to cover eir>ht b..frican countries 
from Aup,ust to 0ctoher 1977. The teaM of experts comnleted the first sectoral 
revieH and project identification in the l)uildinn rna.terials subsector ubicl1 '·ms 
approved by the fourth Conference of African 7finisters of Industry. 

42. The secretari:tt participated at the Ad I1oc Inter-P(J"ency ~1eeting; on :Tuman 
Settlements at Geneva from 7 to 11 ~~arch 1?77 <tnd at the Heetinn: of ti1e !Jrganization 
of Arab Tmms and Cities '''hich tool: place nt P.abat~ (i\lorocco) from 6 to 11 June 
1977. It also particinated at the Ad Hoc Expert !;roup T·'eetinp: on Criteriq for the 
Selection of .!\ppronriate Buildin!3 Technoloq;ies an<i contrihuted a paper entitled 
"'?_eflexions on elements of a national choice of apnronriate tec'1nolo!>;y for construc
tion and 1mil\ting in Africa". 

Industrial development 

43. During the period under reviev, the secretariat devoted its efforts to the 
reformulation and implementation of certain proiects and progra~~es approved by 
and/or implied in the decisions of the third Conference of African Ministers of 
Industry of December 1975 and in the Lima Plan of Action. Arrangements were also 
made to convene third and fourth meetino:s of the Follm·J-up Committee on Industri
alization in Africa as ,;.rell as the fourth Conference of African Hinisters of 
Industry, which took place in Kaduna in november 1977. 

4l:.. On the basis of the conclusions reached at the third meetinf': of the Follo~J
up Committee on Industrialization in Africa in November 1976, the secretariat 
was provided ~;ritb. guidelines on the iMplementation of the following projects: 
African Regional Centre for the Transfer, Adaptation and Development of Technology, 
which embraced the programme on industrial technolo8y; the Regional Centre for 
Industrial Plant Design and ~1anufacturing; the African Re~ional Centre for 
Consulting Engineering and Nanagement; and the African Industrial Development 
Fund. 

45. The secretariat has reformulated other proposals approved by the third 
Conference into comprehensive industrial development pro~rammes in the followin~ 
industrial branches: building materials, engineering, basic metals, chemical~ 
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and agro-allied and forest-based industries. These programmes were subsequently 
endorsed by the fourth Conference of African '1inisters of Industry in November 
1977, which ~ave additional guidelines on t~eir implementation. 

46. At the third Conference of African Hinisters of Incl.ustry, priority T'<7as "'iven 
to the development of industrial technology. The secretariat, in co-operation 
rdth UNIDOt UNCTAD, HIPO, ILO, UNESCO and FAO mounted a field mission on the basis 
of the reformulated project on the African Centre for the Transfer, Adaptation 
and Development of Technolop,y, which visited a number of African countries. The 
final reports ~.;rere considered by an inter)!overnmental meeting of African experts 
held at Arusha in the United Republic of Tanzania. The meetin~ of African 
Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of the Centre Has held at Kaduna (Nigeria) 
in llovember 1977. The required number of countries for the establishment of the 
Centre have already signed the Constitution and an inaugural meeting of the 
Council of the Centre is scheduled to be convened in the United ~epublic of 
Tanzania early in 1978. 

4 7. Hork is continuing in connexion tvith the field mission to determine the 
best arranp;ements for the implementation of the project on t'h.e African :le~ional 
Centre for Industrial Plant Design and 1'1anufacturing. 

48. A team of African experts completed a first sectoral revier,r and project 
identification in the building materials development nropratr~.me in October 1977. 
This programme, r11hich cuts across industry and human settlements, has a high 
priority. A first report on both the current problems and the possibilities 
for the integrated development of buildin~ materials in the ~frican region was 
approved by the fourth Conference of African Hinisters of Industry. 

49. Hith rep:ard to the en!l"ineering, metals and chemicals industry branch 
development pro~ramrnes, preparations are under way for initial field team 
activities early in 1978. A UNIDO/EO. 11orks'Ion on tecb.nical co-operation among 
the developing countries in the field of Metal-rrorldns incl.ustry r,ra.s organize:l 
in Addis r.\baba in November 1977 and issued recommendations for the participating 
countries. 

SO. As ref!ards the food, ap;ro-based and forest-1)ased industries proqramme, the 
secretariat has, in collaboration ,,Jith UNDP and T<'AfJ, concentratecl since July 
1977 on reformulatin~ the prop:rarnme so as to take into account not only of the 
technioues but also the mechanisms of implenentation. Several exl)erts are unr1er 
recruitment for this nurpose. 

51. The secretariat's ]:Jrooramme on small-scale industries took the form of 
advisory services r,rJ:tich aimed at identifyino neF opportunities and developing 
industrial potential. In t1J.is connexion, advisory services nere rendered to a 
number of countries as v1ell as in the area of interrn.eiliate tec!:molon:y. 

52. In pursuance of the ongoing consultations for the developnent of ,,rorld 
industrial productive capacity on an exuerimental basis, 1Jl'TIDO and TI:CA iointly 
organized preparatory meetings to formulate a common African position on issues 
of primary interest to Africa in the leather and leat~er products sector and 
the oils and fats sector. Tl:lese meetin'0s took place in .~ddis Ababa from 27 June 
to 6 July 1977. 
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International trade 

53. As concerns intra-African trade, the secretariat comnleted a tt.ro-nhase 
project reparding trade promotion between t~1e East and southern t\frican sub
rezions. The first phase included carrying out missions and studies v1it~1 

respect to four countries 'l:rhile the second involved nine ot1:1er countries in 
the same subre3ion. The reports uere submitted to a meetin<>; of officials of 
the Lusaka T~ULPOC which adoJ)ted practically all the recol!lrlenda tions contained 
therein. 

54. At the re'l_uest of the Government of ti1e Upner Volta, an exploratory mission 
was undertaken to assist the Government in identifyin~ training needs in the 
trade field as T,,ell as trade promotion needs tdth respect to a number of neiq11bour
in::: countries. The mission made S1?ecific recoJillllendations concerninr: the nee-i for 
training in various fields, including marketing of asricultural commodities. 

55. The secretariat participate•! in the first phase of a multidisciplinary 
mission whose objective ~.ras to assist the Lal:e Chad 'P.asin Commission in t 1le 
evaluation and identification of a number of projects and in a joint ECA/Ul~C:TPJ) 
I!lission to ECOHAS member countries to assiBt in the preparation of studtes of 
intra-ECOHAS trade flm·.rs. 

56. Lastly, a field mission ~·1as untiertaken to AlP;eria, Tunisiot, e:te Ivory r,0ast, 
13urundi, P.~v-anda and Zaire to supplement the desk research carried out in resuect 
of existing and potential nroducts for tra0e amon:-; African countries. 

57. The secretariat serviced a nunber of meetinp;s relatinc· to intra-African 
trade includinc; the meetin<?; of the IJeneral Assembly of the -"ssociation of African 
Trade Promoti'm Organizations and tl-te r1eetinrs of officials and 1'1inisters of t11e 
Gisenyi HULP::'C T\fhic!.1 took place from 25 to 2::' :1cto'her 1977. 

53. D.e~ardin"; trade witn develooed cotmtries, the second \frican ",eqion::tl ~e111inar 

on "1ultilateral ~rade Nep;otiaUons was held at Ail.dis Abahi fr0111 12 to 16 T.iecember 
1977. It 1::1as orf,anized jointly hy Ii:C~ :1n.:l the TJW:::'J'ft!)j"':Tl:T Interrep:ional Proj -=et. 
The purpose of the "eminar uas to reviev current issues in the multinational tra:1e 
nee;otiations and their implications for I.frican countries, to "liscuss sul-:>iects of 
special interest to African countries and to assist developinr: ''.fricaCI countries 
to harmonize their Dolicies and strate~ies TJit~1 re~ard to the nep:otiations. The 
particinants nade a number of recomr1endations re~ardin"' t 1:e ol:,jectives, strate;j~r 
and future action N'hic':. African countries st10uld adopt in the forthcomin·,. ,-1.ecisive 
stage of the nep:otiations. 

59. Pursuant to Conference of •.·1ini9ters resolution 2'::2 (7III) on mv:::TAD' s Inte~rated 
Pro?;ramme for Commodities, the secretariat assisted ne'111,er <'tates 1-ot~~. in their 
preparations for the related meetinRs and durin"; the actual ~eetin;-rs .,,ith Ft. vier;T 
to enahlino: t~1em to derive 111aximum advantaq;e fr01'1 the imple:m.entation of the 
Intee;rated Proo;raro1lY>.e for Comnodities. 

60. The secretariat t~ras involved in the nreparation and the servicin~ of t\11o 

meetings or~anized by UHCTAD on cotton and tronical t..roods anc attended t'tvo 
sessions of THCTA._! 's :.regotiatinr.; Conference on the C01Dmon Fund 't·lit:·lin the frame1;.rod: 
of the Intep:rated Pro::sram..rne for r::orohlo::Uties. Durinz the meetinf!;s :!).uch use ;vas 
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made of the ECA paper on the "Establishment of a common fund to finance commodity 
stocks: some possible consequence for African countries" (r./CH .14/'TP .1/107), '7!-lich 
vras prepared at the request of the African Grout) at Geneva. 

61. In addition, ECA staff serviced the African r;rou>:> meetin~s r-rl1ich uere held 
in conjunction l1ith the tr,Jo sessions of the Ner-otiati_np- Conference. 

62. Furthermore, jointly with OAU and TTNCTAD, the secretariat organizerl an 
African ~egional meetin~ on the CoTTLmon Fund. The meeting took place at Arusha 
(United '"tepuhlic of Tanzania) from 6 to 8 October lC:77. Its main purnose uas to 
discuss and Hork out an African stand on the nroposed Comroon "'und in nreparation 
for the meetings of the Croup of 77 and the plobal Ne<!otiatin? Conference on the 
Cor'!fl1on Fund. 

63. In connexion vJi th trade and financial relA. tions ~,rit~ 'fhird world countries, a 
member of the secretariat participatecl in the meeting of a '>Torkin?, groun on pay

ments arranger·1ents amon3 developing; countries T,.rl-,_ich ·uas organized jointly lb;y t:1e 
Central Bank of VenezuelA. and lJI'·lCTt'.n. In addition, pursuant to Conference of 
!'tinisters resolution 325 (XIII), a member of the secretari3t attended both. tl1e 
first and the second sessions of the Committee on Economic Co-operation anon~ 
Developing Countries which Fere held in Geneva in February and '~ay 1977 resl)ec
tively to assist African delegations. In collaboration uith OAU, the secretariat 
also serviced tl:le African group meetinq:s ul:lich ~,rere held in coniunction Hit~1 the 
sessions of the Co~ittee. 

64. The secretariat completed first drafts of the follonino: studies: (a) ~·tudy 
on existinp: and potential trade betNeen African countries and Latin American 
countries; ('b) .study on the developrrtent of joint imnort procurement policies 
for African countries and Latin American countries; (c) $tudies on monetary 
and financial co-operation amono develonin~ cou~tries, includinp interregional 
payments arrangements. 

65. The Joint ECA/Centre for Transnational Cpr-porati!!)ns Unit on Transnational 
Cor:?orations, although still only partially staffed, started operatin~. <Jteus 
are being taken to exploit the material and data collected bv a mission of 
consultants Hhich r,qas sent out in early 1977. ECA tJas renresented at a Tieetina; 
held in Ne~·J York from 26 January to 2 February arrlong the Centre for Transnational 
Corporations and representatives of the various ioint units. The ourpose of the 
meetin~ Nas to co-ordinate t'1e Hork nroqramme of the Centre and the joint units. 

66. Along 't\Titl:l the Economic and Social Commission for .Asia and the Pacific (ESC,...P) 
the secretariat also participated in the desi~n of tr1e concentual frame•·•or 1::. for 
the interregional project on ~.;rayo of improvin~ the bar.:;aininn: position of countries 
exporting primary commodities vis-a-vis transnational cornorations r.-1ith a vie•·r 
to finalizinr; the project. '!'o this end, 3 menber of the secretariat attended a 
meeting of the chiefs of joint units r,;rhich Nas held at 2:antia~o from 3 to 7 l<ehruary 
197D. 

Manpotver 

67. Arranr,ements were made for the inentification of competent experts to 
undertake industrial rnanJlovrer assessment and preparation of manpower profiles. 
One expert ~qas identified to join the engineerin~ and metals industries stuc_y 
mission in early 1978. 
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68. A case study of the development of indigenous consultancy services in .~.frican 
countries in '·Jest 1\frica was undertaken anrl study report issued. A follow-up 
meetinp, 'tvas also held and it resulted in the launchin~ of the Association of Hest 
African Consultancv Organizations. Arran~ements for a similar study in East anfl. 
so11thern African countries were made and the mission started on 12 Decemher 1977. 

Nt~ural resources develon~ent and con§ervation 

69. In connexion with the remote sensing project, a technical committee composed 
of USAID, Canada, France, the Upper Volta and the secretariat vJas convened first 
in Ann Arbor, Hichigan (United States of America) and then in 1?aris in July 1977 
to agree on modalities for the operation and financing of the Ouagadou~ou Station. 

70. The Senior Regional Adviser in ~emote Sensin~ ~ave advice on remote sensine 
to the following countries: Kenya, Egypt, the Upper Volta, Nigeria, Zaire, the 
Sudan, the Niger, Hada8ascar, the United Penublic of Tanzania and Burundi. 

71. Preparations were made and documents were prepared for the Conference of 
Plenipotentiaries on l{emote Sensing '11hich was scheduled for April 1978. The 
Senior ~egional Adviser prepared project submission data for bilateral technical 
assistance for the African Remote Sensing Programme and participated in a meeting 
for national decision makers at the Council of Scientific ~esearch, Nairobi (Kenya). 
He also paid visits and had discussions vrith potential donor aRencies in the 
Federal n.epublic of Germany and the Netherlands. 

Mineral resources development 

72. Assistance was extended to the countries of the East African suhregion 
tov1ards the eE>tablishment of the East African ~uneral Resources Development Centre 
in Dodoma, Un~ted Republic of Tanzania. An inaugural Governing Council meeting 
was convened in Dar ·es .Salaam and apnroverl the basic documents constituting the 
legal framework for the activities of the Cent.r-e, the objectives, ptograw1nes am! 
budget. 

73. At a meeting of potential donors held at Dar -es-'-·Salaam, the secretariat v1as 
requested to assist in obtaining the resources for the Centre that countries 
r,vere requesting from donors. To this end, the secretariat contacted potential 
donors, took action to identify a Project l'Tanager from lJNDP for the Centre and 
a Director-General of the Centre from the African re8ion. 

74. Some progress was made in the collection and compilation of economic data 
regardim mineral production and exports, main indexes characterizin~ IT'ining 
industries and neN minerals developments, both on the country level and on the 
subregional level. 

75. The seminar and study tour for African Reologists on new exploration methods 
were successfully undertaken in Tashkent in co-operation Hith the Government of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist r:>.epublics. Participants from 19 African countries 
and five non-African countries discussed modern methods and techniques and the 
future trends in prospectin.<:>; for and the exploration of mineral deposits, vJith 
particular reference to the African continent, as presented in 34 lectures and 
12 occasional papers. 
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"~ter resources development 

76. As a follo~J-up to the hydrometeorological Hark that ceased ''7ith the departure 
of the bilateral expert, ~ir'fO drafted a pro_iect for UNDP financin?,. TJith respect 
to advisory services, surveys and studies, the hydro~eologist visited a numher of 
countries and carried out studies concerned Hith e;roundvJater resources. 

77. The Regional Hater Conference 'vas successfully held in 1976 and the regional 
report, uith action recommendations, Has prepared for the TTorld Conference at 
11ar del Plata. 

Energy 

78. As far as the development of African eneqw resources as a ~1hole was 
concerned, an inventory of African energ-r resources lN"as initiated. In this 
context, the collection of data for the preparation of an atlas of African 
enerp,y resources started, so that at the end of the oeriod, five sheets out of 
16 were finalized. A Hrite up for a study on "Survey of existing facilities 
and future needs in Africa for education, training and research in the field 
of fuels, science and technology vJith special reference to petroleum and its 
derivatives" vras prepared. The third phase of project ED/1368 (integrated 
Development of the Liptako-Gourrna Area) ''Jas prepared by the Senior Regional 
Adviser in Ener~y. 

79. In the field of electrical enero;y develooment, the collection of data for 
the preparation of a study on methods of improving the organizational and opera
tional aspects of electrical energy develooment continued. Assistance ~vas 
provided to member States and, in this connexion, the Senior n.ep.;ional Adviser 
in Energy took an active part in a series of meetings such as the Abidjan meet
ing on the interconnexion of grids in T·Test and Central Africa, the Inaugural 
Heeting of the Gisenyi i'.fl.TLPOC, etc. 

80. In the field of non-conventional ~ources of energy, the secretariat's 
activities were expanded by ~ecruiting_ a I'.egional P_dviser in Solar Energy and 
this led to the collection and dissemination of data and the establishment of 
a solar ener~y library and country files; tec~nical and commercial data on 
solar energy ~vere assembled and an exhibition on solar enerP,y techniques was 
organized. A list of institutions offering trainin~ courses in solar ener~y 
was prepared. The promotion of solar enerpy utilization in Africa Has started 
and contacts ~lith manufacturers Here establis~ed and pledp.;es obtained for the 
establishment of a demonstration centre for solar energy at the Commission 
headquarters. A five-year project on the promotion of solar ener~y in Africa 
was prepared by the Senior P..egional Adviser in Energy. 

81. A series of congresses and seminars on sol'lr ener:';y Fas attended during the 
year (at Cargese, Tunis and Dakar) and assist~nce in develonment of solar enert,y 
Has given to three member States (United P.ep,Jhlic of Cameroon, Liberia and the 
Sudan) pursuant to 15 requests received during the period under revieu. """ ~-Trite 
up for a project relating to a feasibility study on the establishment of a 
1'~anufacturin~ Demonstration Centre for Solar Energy Bquinment in Africa Has pre
pared and assistance was given in the preparation of the TTnited Nations Conference 
on Science and Technology for Development. 
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, g;!rto~raphy 

82. Support was given to the African Association of Carto~raphy during the 
preparations for its second session which was held in Algiers in November 1977, 
at lvhich ECA "t<ras represented. Important decisions l-rere taken for closer co
o~eration between the Association and the secretariat. 

83. The ninth meeting of the Governing Council of the Regional Centre for 
Training in Aerial Surveys at Ile-Ife, Nigeria, was held in April. The gradua
tion ceremony for successful students in photogrammetry and ph~~iht~r~t~t1~n 
at the technician level took place at the Centre in July. The fourth meeting 
of the Governing Council of the Regional Centre for Services in Surveying and 
~apping in Nairobi (Kenya) was chaired by a member of the secretariat. 

~4. During the year the Hap Documentation and Reference Centre in the secretariat 
received 870 maps and other cartographic publications and published four quarterly 
addenda to the 1969 Catalogue of maps and charts. Six hundred map sheets of maps 
published by the secretariat were sent as exchange material to organizations both 
inside and outside Africa. 

Human environment 

55. The secretariat participated in the regional preparatory Tieeting for the 
Desertification Conference for sub-Saharan ~frica in ~airobi in April 1977 and 
in the sixth session of the Governin~ Council of the United ~ations Environment 
Programme. It also attended the global Conference on T)esertification 'f.rhich uas 
held in iJairobi in August 1977 ~-1here em~hasis was laid on the role of the regional 
commissions in implementing the plan of action to coTibat desertification. 

36. In the last quarter of 1977, a member of the secretariat led a study tour 
of African environmentalists to countries in •rest and North Africa. This tour 
··ras intended to enl'lble participants to stui!y the ,,rorkings of existin~ environ~ental 
organs so that they could start neu enviromnental machineries once back in their 
countries. Prior to this study tour, a one-~·reek orientation seminar was held 
in Addis Ababa \'7here partici:nants exchanrred exneriences in the management of their 
national environmental concerns. 

Population 

87. During the period under review, country case studies on the relationship 
between population and socio-econonic developrr•ent were completed for Kenya, 
Zaire, the Niger and Benin. The studies on Zaire, Benin and the 1li~er are still 
being reviewed by the secretariat. The secretariat also orzanized, in collabora
tion with ~1auritius, a national seminar on the relationship betl'leen l)Opulation an"! 
economic and social development. 

88. In the area of advisory services, the secretariat provided assistance to 
the ~overnments of Rwanda, Zaire and tbe Congo in the analysis of demographic 
data on the request of these Governments. A mission 't'ras undertaken to the Upper 
Volta, the Ivory Coast and Seneeal in connexion with the analysis of census data. 
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89. Assistance '~»7as ~iven to LiJ:.eria in the formulation of a project on a 
demographic survey planned by that country unrler the U!~FPA programme and to 
the Government of lfauritius in the analysis of fertility data from the country's 
1972 census. 

90. Assistance was also provided to the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for a monoeraph 
on the growth of urban areas in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya at the request of 
the Libyan Government and to Nir.:.eria in the conduct of a number of demo~raphic 
surveys to provide information for the plannin11, of the country's new capital. 

91. During the period under revie"t>r, v10rk continued on t'~e publication of the 
African Population Newsletter. Collation of data for the African Directory of 
Demographers t<Jas completed and the Directory uill be l)Ublished in the course 
of 1978. ~Jork also continued on the collection of data for the revision of the 
Demographic Handbook for Africa and a draft of the Vanual on demoP,raphic concepts 
and definitions suitable for Africa has been completed and sent to experts in the 
countries of the region for comments. 

92. The secretariat continued to backstop the trainin3 and research activities 
of the Regional Institute for Population Studies at Accra and the Institut de 
formation et de recherche demographiques at Yaounde. The secretariat partici
pated in the meetin~ of the Advisory CoMmittee of the Cairo Demop;raphic Centre 
and in a seminar on rural population and social chanqe in some African and Asian 
countries orP.anized bv that Centre. 

~ - . 
I 

Public administration,manar,ement and finance 

93. During the period under revie'li-7, the secretariat provined advisory and 
consultative services to member States on reouest. Advisory missions Here 
undertaken to Zambia, the Libyan Arah Jamahiriya and Chad to advise on such 
matters as administrative trainin~, puhlic administration and administrative 
reform problems. A mission visited the United nations Institute for Namibia 
for the purpose of discussing T,Jith and advisinp the officials on appropriate 
curricula for training the various types of administrative cadres TJ•hich Namibia 
""1ould need upon its accession to independence. 

94. Discussions 't\Tere held Hith the relevant !1ULP0Cs on sending a fact-findin3 
mission to Lesotho, Botsuana and Swaziland to dra-.:·:r uo a nlan for manpo-vJer develop
ment in those countries. 

95. In the field of purchasing and supnly manao;ement, the secretariat provirl.eJ 
extensive advisory missions to 14 mel'Jber States. Those missions dealt inter 
alia t1ith surveying existin? practices and nrocedures in supply management, 
training courses and consultancy services for purchasing and supnly mana~enent. 

96. In the field of central and local gover .. 1ment structures a field study 
mission 'toras sent to tTigeria, Liberia, Siena Leone and the Gambia in order to 
collect data for the case studies. Some T'lOre case studies a:J:!e planned to 'J:)e 
carried out in other subregions. 

97. ~~ing to understaffing and a lack of funds, a number of projects and 
missions on buda;etary and financial manap;ement scheduled for 1977 t1ere not 
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carried out. Em·Jever, tT:JO studies uere initiated, namely "Improve.,.,ents in 
bud~etary systems and mana<J:ement in African countries" and "Ca.se studies of 
African countries' experience in using nresumptive tax asse.ssJ'l.ent techniClues 
in taxin2: small traders". 

9'3. TJith re~ard to tr~inino; in bud?,etary anfl taxation r olicies and manaP:eT'lent, 
one subregional traininp r-mrkshop for 13 tax officers from :r.'ast and southerr> 
Africa v.ras held at Lusaka (Zambia) at the request of the fourth Taxation Lia:.tson 
Conference of countries in East and southern Africa. 

Fiscal, monetary and financial policies and institutions 

99. Durin~ the neriod under revieH the folloT'in; studies vJere completed: 
(a) $tudy on the establishment of a clearino: and :::>ayment scher•1e for the east 
and southern African subre0ion; (b) ~tudy on the modalities of an apreement 
for the esta~lishment of a clearing house for the Central African subrerion; 
(c) Study on international financial and monetary probleiT's and related Platters; 
lm'1lications for African countries and consideration of recent developJTients in 
respect of these problems. 

101. The secretariat continues to act as secretari~t for the Association of 
Jlfrican Central Banks and to participate actively in its u-ork. To this end, 
t~1e secretariat assisted in servicin3 the meetings of the East, Central :md 
Hest African subre?,ional committees of the Association. 

lC!l. The annual meetin3 of the Forking Party of the P_frican Governors of 
IBP.D/r1F took place at ECA heact.quarters in August 1977 to assist African 
'";overnors to arrive at a common stand on various international monetary and 
financial issues prior to the annual meetin9;s of the \;Jorld Dank Group. 

1n2. In ctddition, the secretariat made substantive preparations and acd!'ed as 
co=ordinator for a study to·nr or~anized ir1 co-operation with U11CT£\~ for tbe 
Hest African Clear±n¥?; llouse. Officials of the Clearing House vrere briefec1 
at ECA headquarters before continuin~ their visits to Asia, South and Central 
P..r2erica. 

Science and technology 

103. With respect to the preparation for the United Nations Conference on 
Science and Technology for Development (UNCSTD), the secretariat sponsored an 
Intergovernmental !1eeting of African Experts on Asnects of Technology vJhich ~vas 
convened in Arusha, United D.epublic of Tanzania, from 3 to 8 October 1977. 
The meeting considerect. back!?,round papers prepared by the secretariat coverino; 
subject areas, proposed preparatory activities for 1977 and 1973 anfl proposed 
arransernents for the llegional ~1eetin8 to be held in Cairo in July 1978. 

104. The secretariat participated in five of the !'!any preraratory ll!eetings for 
UT·IC~TD or~anized during 1977, and conducted dialo3ues \•Jith African focal noints 
re~arding ureparations for U!!CSTD through correspondence and by visits. It also 
undertook preparatory activities for the ?legional treetinz,. 

105. Concerning the activities relatinz to the estaslishment of an African 
Centre for the Transfer, Adaptation and :'Jevelopment of Technoloc;y, an interao;ency 
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mission visited 17 African countries between April and June 1977 to seek Gover~~ 
ments' views about the Centre and to identify the problems and issues pertaining 
to the Centre; it convened an interagency meeting in Addis Ababa from 5 to 10 
September 1977 to review the mission's report; and it convened an intergovernmental 
meeting of African experts in Arusha (United Republic of Tanzania} from 3 to 8 
October 1977 to review the report and prepared final recommendations on the Centre. 

106. The recommendations of the intergovernmental meeting of African Experts 
were considered by a meeting of African Plenipotentiaries held from 10 to 15 
November 1977 at Kaduna, Niceria. The meetinP, took the final decision on all 
aspects relating to the establishment of the Centre, except its location. The 
plenipotentiaries decided to establish the African Regional Centre for the 
Transfer, Adaptation and Development of Technology and approved its constitution 
which has already been acceded to by 21 African countries. Preparations ~11ere 
made to send out a mission to the nine countries which are candidates for the 
hosting of the Centre and to evaluate the facilities and services they propose 
to make available to the Centre. The report of this mission will assist in the 
selection of the location of the Centre. 

107. The final documents of the founding Conference on the Creation of the 
African Regional Organization for Standardization (ARSO), the first session of 
its General Assembly and the first meeting of its Council were circulated to 
members of ARSO and other African countries in April 1977 and to other inter
national and national organizations in May 1977. By the end of 1977 four 
countries (Ethiopia, Nigeria, Ghana and Ualawi) had deposited their instruments 
of ratification for the ARSO Constitution; three countries (Senegal, United 
Republic of Tanzania and Kenya) had approved the Constitution, and ratification 
was awaited from the Governments. 

Social development 

108. The secretariat continued its activities in connexion with the establish
ment of the African Centre for Applied Research and Training in Social Develop
ment pursuant to the resolutions adopted by the second Conference of African 
Ministers of Social Affairs held at Alexandria (Egypt) in January 1977. Five 
countries (Egypt, Kenya, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco and the Sudan) 
indicated their interest in hosting the Centre and a decision will be taken by 
the thirtieth session of OAU Council of J~inist:E=rs, scheduled to be held in 
Tripoli (Libyan Arab Ja~ahiriya) in February 1978. 

109. The secretariat undertook a review of social trends and major social 
development problems as a basis for the Commission's contribution to the United 
Nations Report on the World Social Situation. The consultant who was commissioned 
for this purpose visited the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, the Sudan and 
Ethiopia in connexion with the preparation of the report, which is also expected 
to serve as the main working document for the third Conference of African Ministers 
of Social Affairs in 1979. 

110. The secretariat participated in a mission to Lesotho, in response to a 
request from United Nations Headquarters, to study the social and economic 
situation in that country following the closure by South Africa of various 
border posts. The mission identified essential needs pending the organization 
of an effective international programme of financial, technical and material 
assistance. 
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111. In response to another request from United Nations Headquarters, the secre
tariat participated fn ~n ~~~ejsgl of the proble~s raised by the influx of South 
African student refueees into Lesotho, Botswana and Swaziland and in a mission to 
DotsHana to assess the country's needs as a result of the Government's having to 
divert its funds for development projects tm. security arrangements. 

112. In the field of youth and social 'Jelfare, ~70rk continued on the survey 
of youth policies,programn1es and traininP, requirements in Africa. Durin~ the 
period under revie,.7, the collection of data on national youth policies ~.ms 
completed for R'Janda, the Cone;o, the Gambia, Tor;o, Chad, the United Republic 
of Cameroon and Kenya. The study of the organization and functionin~ of national 
youth service schemes and their impact on development was completed in draft form. 
The secretariat also completed, for publication, a study on family welfare and 
development in Africa, as one in the Social uelfare services in Africa series. 

113. The secretariat continued to provide advisory services to the Association 
for Social Hork Education in ,\frica (AST,1EA) •-1ith regard to its 1,mrk prorraPJme and 
to its attempts to implement its on<going orojects relatinp; to indigenous teach
ing materials. Consultations took place for a tt:ipartite ECA/IUCH/ASvJEA staff 
exchange and training ?rogramme in the field of social development. 

114. At the request of United Nations Headquarters, a report on ECA's over-all 
activities in the field of youth for the period July 1976 to September 1977 was 
prepared for inclusion in the United Nations Annual review of current and future 
activities related to youth. A review was also undertaken of the activities of 
the proposed Inter-Agency Task Force on Youth, and the secretariat's observations 
thereon were fonrarded to the Inter-Agency r·~eeting held in Paris on 11 October 
1977. A report on activities ~Jas also sent to United Nations 1Ieadquarters pur
suant to General Assembly resolution 31/113 relatin8 to specific measures to 
meet the needs for a decent living environment for the most vulnerable groups 
of society. Another report was prepared on activities related to the Interna
tional Year of the Child and ne~·! proposals ~,,ere !'l~de on the secretariat 1 s par
ticipation in that year. 

115. The secretariat established an Interdivisional t-.Jorking Group on Integrated 
Rural Development which met seven times in order to consider project proposals 
under the secretariat's special programme in integrated rural development. It 
also took necessary steps to convene, in the first quarter of 1978, the Africa 
Regional Inter-Agency Committee on ~ural Development, comprising ECA, FAO, ILO, 
ill-lDP, UNESCO, UNICEF, UNIDO, HHO and OAU, vith a vie'"~ to promotine; co-ordination 
of the activities of those organizations in the field of rural development. 

116. The secretariat participated in a mission to Senegal, the Upper Volta 
and Mali in order to undertake a study on the participation of Sahel population 
in the development of their area. The mission made an inventory of Sahelian 
Governments' policies in this regard and advised the Governments on ways and 
means of increasing popular participation in development, in co-ooeration with 
CILSS/Club des Amis du Sahel. The secretariat also elaborated a programme of 
civic action in the rural areas, in response to a request received from the 
Government of Chad. 

117. Following the formulation of operational plans with the Swiss Technical 
Co-operation Agency and the Panafrican Institute for Development for a joint 
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programme for training senior rural development personnel, a national seminar on 
the methodology and practice of integrated rural development jointly organized 
in Rwanda in June 1977 by the secretariat and the Panafrican Institute for Develop
ment. A regional workshop on the problems of the effective use of radio forums/ 
clubs in rural Africa was held in Addis Ababa in December 1977. The workshop was 
attended by 39 participants representing 23 member States and observers from seven 
intergovernmental organizations and five international voluntary agencies. 

118. The comparative study of the organization, administration and financin~ 
of rural development programmes in African countries and an analysis and evalua
tion of rural development programmes in Africa was completed in draft form and 
circulated for comments and updating, after which it will be revised for use at 
the Intergovernmental Conference on Policy, Planning, Organization, Administration 
and Financing of Integrated Rural Development scheduled to be held in Arusha 
(United Republic of Tanzania) in October 1978 for senior-level (national) rural 
development personnel. 

119. In connexion with the Training and Research Centre for Women the secretariat 
serviced the Regional Conference on the implementation of National, Regional and 
h1orld Plans of Action for the Integration of T.Jomen in Development 't-7hich 't-JaS held 
in Nouakchott (Mauritania) in September 1977. The Conference was attended by 
71 participants from 35 African member States and 41 observers representin~ 25 
international organizations and the Governments of Belgium, the United States of 
America, the Federal Reoublic of Germany and Sweden. The Conference adopted 
resolutions relating to the creation or strengthening of national machineries; 
priority needs of rural women; and the establishment of an African Regional Co
ordinating Committee for the integration of women in development. 

120. Itinerant (national) training workshops for trainers in programmes to 
improve the quality of rural life were held in the United Republic of Cameroon, 
Hauritania and Senegal. Seminars on national commissions on r,1omen and develop
ment and women's bureaux were conducted in Mauritania and }~ali. Contacts were 
established with Angola, Cape Verde, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritius, Hozambique 
and the Upper Volta to discuss the needs of women and their advancement as well 
as the creation and/or strengthening of national machineries. The secretariat 
assisted the Government of Swaziland in the evaluation and development of a 
project on women in rural development and the Government of ~1auritania in the 
formulation of a five-year project proposal for training women field workers. 

121. The secretariat continued its activities under the village technology 
programme, which started in 1975. During the period under review, the following 
specific activities were undertaken: socio-economic studies of existing projects 
aimed at introducing new technologies; surveys of traditional technolo~ies and 
existing technology projects; and pilot projects aimed at introducing nel-7 equip
ment. 

122. The secretariat narticipated ir. and c Jlltributed to various meetings organized 
by United Nations agencies and international organizations. Apart from several 
working documents prepared for its own meetings and other contributions made to 
meetings at which it was represented, it published a manual on child development, 
family life and nutrition. 
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Statistics 

123• A central feature of the year under revieH '11as the tenth session of the 
Conference of African Statisticians v1hich met at ECA headquarters in October 
1977. The Conference considered the means by which it could become more respon
sive to the changing economic and social situation of the reqion. In ~eneral 
the Conference envisaged a more operational role for itself by exploitin~ oossi
bilities for re~ional technical co-operation in statistics, particularly throu~h 
intergovernmental advisory services, taking more direct responsibility for some 
aspects of statistical development and redefining statistical priorities. 

124. During the year under review, the secretariat convened and serviced a 
working group to review statistical training needs in Africa which met in Au~ust 
1977. It based its deliberations on a report prepared by African consultants 
and the outcome was a proposal for a comprehensive statistical traininr pro3ramme 
for Africa. 

125. In the field of national accounts, there were increasinr, demands for 
advisory services which could not all be fulfilled owinz to a shortage of travel 
funds; however the secretariat provided such services to a certain number of 
countries, 

126. The secretariat completed its work on methodolo~ical documents to supple
ment the United Nations National Accounts Handbook. Reasonably eood proGress 
was made in incorporating sectoral deflators in the ECA annual national accounts 
estimates for all countries of the repion. Compilation of available balance-of
payments data continued and work on their integration with the computerized 
national accounts file was taken in hand. 

127, In price statistics, the secretariat made progress in developinp; sectoral 
deflators and these incorporate most of the scanty price data available in the 
region. It also undertook a country mission in support of the International 
Comparison Project and continued 'tvork on the compilation of more analytical price 
data for selected countries. 

120. A ree;ional inquiry into African external trade statistics nractices Has 
completed with the aim of providing guidelines for improving the timeliness, 
coverage, comparability and quality of these data. 

120. The secretariat also produced the draft of the first issue of series C, 
Foreip,n Trade Statistics for Africa which contains analytical su~ary tables. 

130. Other economic statistics activities of the secretariat durin~ the report
ing period included the production of preliminary methodology '='.uidelines, data 
compilation on tourism and transport statistics and on industrial and ener~y sta
tistics in collaboration with the United Nations Statistical Office. 

131. The African Census Programme, which was initiated in 1971, officially 
terminated at the end of 1977. The secretariat assisted 22 African countries 
which found it difficult to participate in the 1970 round of population census. 
The secretariat also completed a study on methods and problems of the 1970 round 
of African population censuses and surveys which enabled the Conference of African 
Statisticians to formulate provisional recommendations for the 1980 censuses. 



137.. To ensure an exchan~e of statistical information and co-operation in the 
levelo;;""'lent of Tiethodolow and the co-ordination of field activities, tl1e 
secretariat collaborates with the United Nations Statistical Office and its 
Centre for Development Planninr, Projections and Policies, FAO, IV1, UI1ESf;'J, 
'"~0, IB"'tD and I''lF. It collaborates also Fith African intern;overtll."1ental agencies 
and the statistical development agencies of countries H'10 nrovide assistance to 
Africa. 

Transport, communications and tourisT'! 

133. In the field of road transport, at the re.,uest of t~4.e ~overnl"'ent of 
the United Repuhlic of Cameroon the secretariat undertook a mL;sion in e1.e 
Province du Littoral to study rural feeder roads in that province. T'1e stuJy 
uas pu'Plished and for•·Jarded to the ~overnment concerned. 

134. A representative of the secretariat participate~ in a mission to the 
La1~e Chad Basin area on the request of the Lake Cl:lad '3asin Co"lmission anJ 
s1tbrnitted a report coverinr; the prospects for tl:le ~levelo,.)ment of surface trans
uort in the Lake Chad conventional basin area. 

135. A ministerial meetin~ sDonsored by the secretariat ~,;as held in ~\fdiamen3. 
(Chad) in ''iarch 1')77 on the establishment of permanent machinery for t1:1e co
ordination of transuort Dolicies in Central African subrePion. It endorsed 
the recommendations of a subrerional r1eetin3 and established its secretariat 
;;;.!'i1. :Jd j a:J.en3.. 

135. Under t!1e 'l'rans-l',frican liic-'1vays Pro~ramr.1e, the secretari3.t continuec to 
co-ordinate activities T·Tith co-operatin~ countries for t;1e financinf' of en·c;ineer
in<~ studies and feasibilitv studies for the sections of the Trans-.1\.frican : .i·:hnay 
in :3aire, the Central African Empire and the United T'el)ublic of Cam.<'=roon resryec
tively. It also drevr the attention of the relev<?.n.t Governr1ents to the need to 
imDleiT'ent Conference of '!inisters resolution 2CJ3 ('::III) of 2.1 Fehruary 1 "77 on 
economic co-oneration in t 1.1e trans-.I:Hrican ~i<>:h•.vav Drojects. 

137. The secretariat has nrepared special reports on the major trans-/\frican 
hi<>h-.;1ays to serve as hack~round documents for ne~otiations r-rith prospective 
financinr; institutions and co-operatinr- countries. 

138. The Pan-A.frican Conference on Hi;o;htvay '~aintenance and ~ehahilitation, 
or3anized hy the secretariat in co-operation •·lit11 the Governments of t:l1e 
United Xinr;dom, France and the Federal Republic of Germany, was :1eld fron 
22 to 20 llovem!Jer 1977 in Accra. Highway en-:;ineers from 3(. African countries 
as ,,rell as from the three co-operatin~?; countries ancl the iJorld Rank attended. 
The recommendations adopted by the Conference include: harmonization of road 
maintenance standards; Dreparation of a road maintenance manual for Africa takir"; 
account of the ~eozraphical diversity of th~ countries of the re~ion; establis~
ment of a docuTientation centre responsibh for the collection and dissemination 
of research results; t'1e establishment of rerdonal trainin:;s centres and the 
stren~theninr of existinP, ones; and the establishment of re~ional institutes 
for hi">,i:nvay researc~' in each of the four subre~ions. 
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139. In the field of inland water, maritime and port activities, preparatorv 
arranfements for the seminar on port manar,ement and operations continued. 
Ar;reement has been reached ~Jith the Soviet authorities that the seminar ~vill 
take place from 7 to 19 August 1978 and will be organized jointly by ECA and 
UNCTAD. Basic arrangements for the seminar r-rere to be finalized early in 1078. 
At the request of the Ethioryian Government, a mission was undertaken by an ECA 
port expert to the Ethiopian ports of Hassa~ra and Assab in January and 'farch 
1':77 respectively. 7he prime objective of the mission was to identify the 
present position of the ports, their management and onerational deficiencies 
and to recommend nolicies and means for their improvement. 

140. Technical assistance has been provided on a continuous basis to African 
port mana~ement associations. 

141. qith re8ard to communications, as a result of two meetinp,s at the pleni
potentiary level in !1ay and DeceMber 1977, both organized at t\_ddis Ababa and in 
which the secretariat.participated as a member of the Co-ordinatin~ Committee 
for the Implementation of the Pan-African Telecommunication Net~vork, the Pan
African Telecommunications Union has been established with its headquarters at 
Kinshasa (Zaire) anrl its principal officers appointed. The secretariat is look
ine foruard to close collaboration l>Jith dre.. Union. 

142. The Co-ordinatin~ Committee for the Implementation of the Pan-African 
Telecommunications Network 1Jroject also reviev'ed progress on the construction 
of the first stage of the network 'Hhich comprises som.e 24,()0.0 kiloMetres of 
route and 18 international st'litching centres. The Committee, Hhich is composed 
of ECA, OATJ, ITU and ADE, also held discussions vdth financin.:: sources, notably 
Afro-Arab ones, on a few sectors of the first stage of the net'·rork for which 
funds were still to be mobilized. Similar efforts were undertaken by the sec
retariat to mobilize resources for feasibility studies on the second stage of 
the netHork comprisin?: some 35,0(}0 km of route added on to the original pro1ect 
at the request of a fet,, countries of the region including the ner·1ly indePend.e!.t.l.t 
ones. A project document for a feasibility study on stage II of the Net~rork Nas 
Prepared. It nor.r seems likely that adequate financing will be available for t~1e 

completion of construction work for the first stafi:e of the netvmrk. 

1.!13. The secretariat initiated !)reparatory arrangements for the study and 
experiment on satellite communications called for in Conference of ~iinisters 
resolution 310 (XIII) and proiect document was prepared. 

lf:.4. It also initiated plans for a seminar to be orp.;anized jointly with the 
Union of National ~.adio and Television Or~anizations of Africa (URTNA) and t'!le 
International Institute of Communications on the T1orld Administrative I!.adio 
Gonference scheduled for 1979. 

145. In tourism, at the request of the novernment of Seychelles, the ':e~ional 
Adviser in TourisM ~vent on mission to Seychelles to make recommendations for its 
:lhatura tGJurism d.evelepm~nt ani to the Libyan Arab Jamahiriy:l to prepare a pre
feasibility study on the establishment of a hotel traininr, centre. The sec
retariat also co-operated in the preparation of documentation connected with 
the ECOHAS project on transport and trade co-ordination t-rhose execution has been 
entrusted to the Commission. 



146. Several studies on the costs and benefits of touris~ in African countri~s 
have been undertaken by the secretariat. The stuc1ies on Seychelles, ':"unisia 
and T{enya have already been completed r.rhile tho.s-~- on the Ivory Coast, the r:arn1:>ia 
and the United Republic of Tanzania are schenuled for conuletion in the second 
quarter of 1~7!?. 

c. P.EL\.TIOHS T.fiTP SP~CIALIZEJ Af;El1CIES AJD nTH:sn IJRSANIZATIIJHS 

147. '!JurinG tl:le period under revieH, relations betrreen the secretariat, the 
specialized ap;encies and other institutions 11ave strensthened continuously. 
Such relations ~ainly took the form of ~articipation in meetin~s of common 
interest, project im-plementation and communications and exch:Inr?.e of information. 

148. Co-operation ?;ained neF momentum at the fourth meet in(! of t'1.e Conference 
of '~nisters of ECA with the adoption of resolution 328 (XIII) on t~e restructur
in?, of interEovernmental machinery for development and co-operation in Africa. 
In implementation of that resolution, the Executive Secretary si:>;ned me'11oranduns 
of understandine; l::etween ECA anrl UNEP, ECA anrl FAO and EC.A. and rrc'J. 

149. Arran~ements are in hand for the conclusion of a co-operation arreement 
betr·reen ECA and ~JNESCO. 

150. In the field of social development, t~1e secretariat continued to keep in 
touch re~ularly with FAO, ill1ESCO, TTIHCEF, tTNFPA, etc. uith respect to the 
activities of the Trainin?.; and :?.esearch Centre for >romen. The ioint FA0/1JI·TFPi\/ 
ECA programme in better fai'lily iiving and the joint UNICEF/ECA programme in v;:~.rL·L:;,. 
aspects of social welfare etc., vrere imple111ented under the Traininn: and Research 
Centre for '1onen 1 s regional proa,rarnme. 

151. As reg:ards inciustrial develoument, the secretariat, in collahoration vrit~ 
UNIDO and OAU, or~anized the fourth Conference of African r.~inisters of Industrv. 
i~oreover in collaboration t'lith U:NDP and fN1, the secretariat has concentrate·:! 
since July 1S77 on reformulatin~ the food, a?;ro-~asen a~d forest-based in~ustries 
pro2ramme. 

152. Throu~h the ECA/FAO Joint Division of .\_'!riculture, the secretariat has 
organic relations t.rith FAO and contributed to the preparation of FAO' s State 
of Food and Arriculture for 1977. The secretariat ,.ras represePted at the FAO 
Conference, held in :':'.ome from ') iJovember to 5 Decenber 1?77. The tmrk to be 
undertaken for ECOHAS tvill be carried out in full colla!1oration r\'ith lfrTCTAD and 
the International Trade Centre • 1:Jork on food availability is conducted under 
the leadership of the Interministerial Committee on Food of 0.'\lT. 

153. In the field of human settlements, the secret:triat, in collaboration with 
UL1EP and U:TLnSP, si~ned an agreement for an interregional 1)roq;raT!'JT>e in human 
settlements tec~nolop,y. 

154. DurinP: the period under reviev, t!le se.:retariat carried out a number of 
activities in co-operation with UNC':"A:.1. Tl.ese included field missions in l)re-p;:o.ra
tion for studies of intra-ECOT·TLS trade flovs; or~arization and servicinn: of meet
ings relatine>; to IH1ST<\.."' s Inte~rated Pro<>rarnme for CoTTL'nodities; and conveninn: and 
servicinr: of the second African Seminar on :·,;ultilateral Trade fJe~otiations. 
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155. It should also be flentioned that a substantial part of t~e activities 
carried out in tl1e field of intra-l.frican trade durin~ the ueriod under revie\-7 
T7ere financed out of funds maclr: available ry u:T;JP. 

156. ;,o far as OAU is concerned, both the African ':.er~ional >reetinr-: on t~e 
Corn.Non ?und and UnCTA.."J' s ~1es;otiatinz Conference on the Cor:tr:!on Fund r1ere jointly 
serviced with the or~anizations in nuestion. 
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