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The present report, prepared for the Committee of the Whole of the 

Economic Commission for Latin America, was compiled in November 1953 and 

does not take into account minor changes during the la~t six weeks of the 

year. .It deals with technical assistan+ provided by the United Nations 

at .the request of the Latin-American governments in 19'53 in the fields of 

economic. development and public administrafion and does not cover 

assistance in social welfare fields. Horever, proje~ts of a social 

welfare nature which are concerned with construction programmes, such as 

housing, are included in the report, due tb their close relationship to 

economic development. 

Reportson technical assistance activlities,which were presented to the 

Economic Commission for Latin America in ekrlier years,were prepared to show the 

fields of assistance and number of experts on a country-by-country basis. 

In the present case, however, an effort has been made to analyse the Latin­

American programme from the standpoint of kajar fields of activity, in order 

to reveal to what extent it is serving the fundamental neeas for 

administration and economic development of the countries. After a brief 

section dealing with the over-all extent of the Latin-American programme, as 

compared with 1952,and the financial implifations of.the 1953 programme, a 

second section is presented classifying all assistance given by fields of 
I 

activity and indicating those in which aid has been concentrated. The 
I first section of the report is supplemente~ by tables (Annexes A and B) 

giving, respectively, the number of experts, f·ellowships and scholarships,. 

by country for the years l950-53o 

It will be noted from subsequent references that several regional 

projects were undertaken by the Technical lssistance Administration in 

co-operation with the Secretariat of the EJonomic Commission for Latin 

America. Additional information on thesl projects is provided for 

the Committee in reports by ECLA. · I ' 
Co-ordination of technical assistance activities of the United Nations 

and its specialized ager1c;Les -with simila::- !ctivities of other international 

organizat~ons has been achieved,partly thrdugh the establishment of national 

/technical assistance 
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technical assistance bodies and partly through the efforts of Resident 

Representatives ·of. the Technical Assistance Board. In 1953,.there were 

Resident Representatives in Brazil, Haiti 6 Uruguay and in Central America 

serving Costa Rica, E1 .Salv.adpr, GUatemala, Ilond:J.ras and Nicaragua froB 

. offices in ~iexico. The Special Representative of the Secretary General 

,. 

in Belivia also serves as Resident Representative. In addition,there was 

an Assistant Resident Representative in Ecuador and the representative in 

Uruguay served also as Special Representative for Argentina and faraguay. 

/I. I£XTENT OF 

\ 
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rhe number of individual expert missions in Latin America under the . 

progra~e of the United Nations Technical Assistance Administration in 1953, 

as sho¥n·in Annex A, was greater than in ]952. Also,the number of experts 

assigned to regional projects increased oJer 1952. In addition to the 102 

expert~ assigned to specific countries in 1953, 28 others worked on regional 

projects in the fields of economic develo~ent and public administration. 

(Projefts classified as regio~al are thosel which are designed to benefit, 

and are undertaken with the participation of more than one country in the 

area). 
1 

The number of fellov.rships and schblarships in 1953 was only slightly 

less than L:. 1952,as may be seen in Annbx B. Throughout the year, the 

number
1

of requests received for expert advlce and fellowship~ gr~atly 
exceeded the financial resources of the prbgramme. 

I · I 
At the beginning of 1953, the equivalent of 1,500,000 dollars was 
, I 

expected to be available for the work of the Technical Assistance 

Admini~tration in Latin America, with the ~xception of fellowships and 

schola;ships for which additional funds v1e~e budgeted.. Due to' the 

financial difficulties of the programme,thl Technical Assistance Board took 
I 

the decision to reduce the funds earmarked for the agencies aqd it became 

necessary to ecomni se on some regionaJ_ programrnes in the latter half of 

the year. Reductions in the 1, 500,000 d~llar programme amounted to 

approximately 200,000 dollars. Of the r~maining 1,300,000 dollar programme, 

another
1 

200,000 dollars represent activiti~s in the social w.elfare field not 

covered by the present report. The prog~arnme includes approximately 
I 

120,00~ dollars for equipnent provided for economic development and 
I 

related statistical projects. 
i 

I 

/II. FIELDS OF 
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II. FIELDS OF ACTIVITY 

I 
An analysi,s of. :the United IIJatio~s Technical Assista!1ce pr9gr~mme 

• ' • ' • • • f ' • • 

reveals that the major emphasis .is being laid .. on programming .for co-

1,, '~rdinated ~~o~o~.~· ,deve~op~~nt .(b~th.·nation~· ~nd regiona~)·; public. 
' •• ,( • ' ' I ,, • ' ' : ·,,, ' '• 

a~~inistration ; basic industries such as transport, resource development 

(p~rti.~ula,rl~ ~y~r:oelectr~c ~ower), c~ment et~.; and statisti9.s. About 85 per 
. . ' . ~ .. : . ' ' . . . 

cent of the total progr:amme covered by this report v.ras concentrate.d in the 
.. . .. · '. ~ ' ' -

ab9ve-mentione.d fields, the pudget peing fairly equally distributed bet;-v;en 

them. A description for 1953 of activities in these fundamental fields .· . ' . : . . . 

is given be],~w, follow~d by information on individual miss;ions and 

projects grouped under the follov:ing headings: a) other industries; 
. .. . . . . . 

b). housing and town planning; and .c) othe.r fields of activity • 

. A. Programming for Economi_c __ Development 

1} Training of Economists •. In the field of programming for economic 

development, TAA is co:""operating with .the Economic Commission i'or .. Latin 

America. in conducting an Economic Development Training Programlfle in 

Santiago, vThich prEl,pares economists for the wo:rk of elabora:ting, and 

evaluating plans and .. projects witl;lin the framework of integr9-ted. national 

growth. ! 
2) Central A.nerican Economic Integration Prognmme. Throughout 

the year,. steady progress .i.s evident for this programme l/, which is 

·:being ca.rried.out by_ the. Governments of Costa Rica, -El Salvador, 

Guatemala, l)onduras and Nicaragua; the .Technj,.cal Assistr:tnce .. 4\,dminis1;.ration; 

the.Ecyno~ic Corrunission.for Latin America; the Food and Agriculture. 

Organization; the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural. 

Organization and the International Labour Office. Some individual 

projects are dealt 1dth elsewhere in this report, but are mentioned 

here due to their importance as part of the comprehensive progr&~e 

for regional econo1nic integration. Three experts were provided by T .A.A. 

to survey hydroelectric power requirements in the five Central American 

countries and three others to prepare a programme for an Institute for 

Industrial T~chnological Research. TAA has co-operated with FAO in providing 

l/ See the Ar;.nual Reoort of the Committee on Economic Co-operation in 
Central America (Docwnent E/CN .12/AC .24/5). 

/experts to 
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ex~eJ1s to assist the pulp and paper industries in the Central American I . 
countries,as well as the wood products industry, and to advise O:n·· 

agricu~tural economy in the region. In laddi-t:i..o~, ·a preliminary survey 

was mafe prior to the establishment of th, Central American Advanced School 

of Fublic Administration in Costa Rica and a detailed programme and curriculum 

drawn up for the o~eration of the School~ At present,the Director of the 

School
1 
is· in Costa Rica prepa.ring for it.s formal inauguration. (See also 

I ' 

the paragraph on transport under the sub-Heading "Basic Industries" in this I , 
report9, · 

3) Programming for National Economic Development. In Paraguay, 
I. . 

TAA has provided an Economic Adviser far the Central Economic Development 

Board.. He v.Jlli continue the work of an ea~lier expert who aided in the 

establishment of the Board. An expert ib being recruited to advise the 
. . I 

Nation~l Board f0r Economic Development of Guatemala in 1954. In Bolivia, 

two ·tedhnical.counsellors are advising the\~iLnistry of Finance and the 

Central Bar.·k,respectively,on problems related to general economic development 

plans. . Nexico has requested expert advibe for the Bank of Nexico in the 

fields \of statistics, national income esti~tes and programming economic 

develo:P.ment; plans are under way to fill this request in 1954. An 

expert :in industrial development is co-ope~ating with the Industrial Institute 

of Nicaragua. TAA has ~rovided an expert to advise the 

Government of Brazil on the development of the Northeast Region of the 

country. This work will be continued in 1954 through advice to both the 

Economi~ Development Bank of Brazil and.the Bank for the Northeast of Brazil. 

In Peru an expert has advised the Dev~lopmJnt Board of Cuzco on a programme 

for that area and made a preliminary studylof conditions in the.Department 

of Fiurh. During the first courses at tl:le Latin-American l\llonetary Study 
I . 

Centre, located in Mexico City, two United Nations' experts delivered 
I 

lectures related to programming and financing economic development. 
I 

of the experts was financed by the Technica!l Assistance Administration. 

One 

Fellowships were also provided for study at the Centre. 

/B. Publ.i£ 
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B. Public Adrninistr.ation •' .I 

··. :The .ppblic-·,admir;tistration programme included ·ca.rrying out. courses at 

.. the School· of ·Public A~ni.stration in. Brazil; ~stablishment of the _ 

· Advance.d School of Public. Adm;inistration in Central America (see above);. 

the Work~hop on:.Budgeta:r.y Hanagement, held in co..:..Operation with the Economic 

Comrni,ssion for Latin America in.Nexiqo City aJJ.d :attended by part~cipants 

.fro.m th~ ·five Cen:t;:.ral American· co~tries,. C~ba,• the _Dominican Republic, · 

Haiti, Mexico, Panama and the United States of America; individ~ 

expert.-missions to .Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Nicaragua, Panama and Paraguay; 
. . . -.; ~ . . . . .~· . . .:. . -.'- . . . . '· ·' . 

. and a ftpecial compre~ensive programme for Bolivia.. A co~siderabl~. number 

of scholar9hips are financed, in part.or. in .full, by the United Nations 

speci~ically for the two Schools J:IL.ent.ioned abC?ve. The regular fellowships 

and. scholarsi:ips in .public administratio.~ offered under the ·technical 

assistan,ce programme are increasingly related to UNTAA projects, e.g. 

training- of future. teachers at the. School in Rio ·de Janeiro and training for 
... . . . 

. tax administrati.on _in Panama. In Bolivia,.assistance in the public 

adminis.tration .field: has been closely related. to e.~onomic development and 

is provided, in part, by the recruitm,~nt of technical consultants working 

as Bol:iyian ·civil servants. in the administration of a· number of. central 

ministries and agencies. 

. The general trend of assistance in public administration in Latin 

America has been away from the short-t~rm expe~t,· wno makes a surJey and 

prod~ces a ~eport with recommendations., towards .longer-ter.m assistance, 

: e~the.r to establish permanent trGJ.ining institut~ons or ·to·. h~lp ,both. in the 

d~sign and l.mple~entation of measures for improving specific government· 

.services • 

.. Although. it is too. early to evaluate the long-term results of this . . 
phase of the. prograrnme., some inunediate results _are evident. : The Work::3hop 

on. Budgetary _l'J.anagemen~- assisted in the improvement of the l11anual for the. 

Classification of Gqvernment.Accounts,prepared and.now being revised -by the 

United Nations Secretariat. The School in Rio de Janeiro, in addition to 

training 388 students from Brazil and 99 from other coun~ries in the last 

tqree ~ea~s~ has produced a considerable amount of teaching material in the 

/field of 

\ 
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field of public administration. Three·public administration textbooks 

in Spanish, adapted to the needs of the a~ea, are now in· preparation. 
I 

Sever~l lectures delivered by experts in Bolivia on ·specific public 

admin~stration subjects· have been publishld. ·. 
' 

C. Basic Industri~ 

:1) Resource Development. Assistance in the field of hydroelectric 
I I 

power ~as provided to Boli~a, British Guiana, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Haiti 

and Peru, as well as in connexion with thi Central American Economic 

Integi;ation F'rogr~mme. Other assist~ncf provided under the heading ~f 
resource development included that to Bolivia in metallic minerals and oil 

development and to Jamaica in wat.er resoJce development • 
. . I 

,2)' T:..1 ansport.\ Assistance in the .field of transport included expert 

advice. to Bolivia, Brazil and Ecu~dor, as [well as a SUl~ey and seminar on all 

forms ~f transportation in the five Centrjl American co~ntries .and Panama, 

carried ouf, jointly. by the· Economic Commiision for Latin _America and TAA , 

with the assistance of ICAO·. The report of the survey team and 
• I • d t' I . 

se~nar was pr1nted an presented to he Second Session of the Co~ttee 

of Ministers of Economy of Central AmericJ, which was held in San ~ose, 
: ' 1 I I 

Costa Rica, in October.= The Committee approved the r~port,.considering 

it a basic document for transport develoJent of the. region, .which should 

be followed up with action on many of the specific recommendations made 

therein. The report contains 123 reco~endations· for improving 

transportation, some related to national considerations only and others to 

the mutual integration of deomestic systernb,.incl~ding a larg~ and , . I .. 
detail~d programme for a Central American road network. It represents 

an imp0rtant step in the comprehensive Cenitral American Economic Integration 
• I 

'· I · Pro gramme. 
. I 

:3) Cement. 
I 

Other examples of assistance to basic industries were 
I expert:advice given to Honduras, Paraguay and Peru. to further development 

I 

of. ·thel;r cement industries. 

D. Statistics 

The statistical programme provided three experts for Colombia, two for 
I ' I . 

Ecuado~ and one each. for Chile,· Cuba, El Salvador, H~iti, Jamaica~ Nicaragua,· 

/Panama and 
1/ : 
- Doc'ument E/CN .12/356 
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Pa~ama and! Faraguay. In addition,an expert was sent by the United Nations 

to attend the National Income Seminar in Santiago, Chile. A comprehensive 

long-term, regional programn1e in Vital and Health Statistics was developed, 

with initiation of the first courses of the Inter-American Centre of 

Biostatistics in the Chilean capital. 

sponsored by the Government of Chile, 

the United Nations. In addition to 

The latt~r praject is jointly 

the \Jorld Health Organization and 

training such statisticians from 

most of the Latin American countries, it is bringing about sigPificant 

improvements in the Chilean national statistical series, which are used 

for in-service training after the students' six-months of academic studies 

are completed. In 1953, thirty-three students from seventeen Latin 

American countries attended the Centre. 

E. Other Industries 

In addition to assistance in the major field of basic industries 

described above, seven experts were provided to Latin America to advise on 

activities ~elated to the following industries, in the countries indi~ated: 

Sugar Hilling Bolivia 
Industrial Cost Studies Bolivia 
Cot t'age Industries Ecuador 
Welding .Ecuador 
Small Industries Haiti 
Printing Mexico. 

F. Housing and Town Planning 

Both Colombia and Ecuador received advice of experts sent to those 

countries in connexion with housing programmes and a town planning expert 

was. provided for Paraguay. A village planning and rural housing expert 

was sent by the United Nations to participate in the comprehensive programme 

of the Latin-American Fundamental Education Centr€ in Fatzcuaro, Mexico. 

G. Other Fields of Activi~ 

Four experts were sent to Latin America in the following fields 

related to economic development: 

Land Reform 
Public Utilities 

I 

Meteorology 
Money and Banking 
Trade Promotion . 
Agricultural Credit 

Bolivia 
Colombia 
Dominican Republic 
Haiti 
Haiti 
Haiti. 
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~ow that the Expanci~d Tec~ca_l A~s:U1stance_ :Programme ·has been functioning 

for three years; there are encouraging examples of the results in 

many fields, which either reflect specifi9 material improvements already 

realiz~d, or are instances of governments raking action on recommendations 

of exp~rts, or are other strong indications that tech~cal assistance is 

achieving its aims. The large number ofl such cases,which have come_to 

light bn the basis of information readily available,indicates that the time 

'may be:ripe for a thorough analysis of kchievements. Since technical 

assistance is requested to fill a need fe~ by the country concerned and is 

understood best by that country, from the standpoint of its own individual 

goals, ;results ought also to be considered from that aspect. This can 
i 

best be done by the countries themselves. The views of the members of the I . • 

Coqrrnit~ee are invited regarding the desirability of soliciting d.etailed 

information from goverrunents,for the purpohe of compiling a compreh~nsive 
·review of the results of technical assistahee in Latin America. 

i. 

/ANNEX A 

/ 
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ANNEX A 

Number of ~conomic Dev..;lopmont and Public Administration 
Exp.:;rts either in the F'ield ·or Appointed During 1950, ·1951, 1952 and 

1953, by Recipient Countries 

1229. 1951 ±2.2 rill. 

Bolivia 11 5 17 20 
Brazil 2 5 15 
British Guiana 1 
Chile 3 1 1 
Colombia 6 9 6 
Costa Rica 2 
Cu)Ja 6 1 
Dominican Republic 1 
Ecuador 5 5 14 18 
El Salvador 7 11 1 
Guatemala· 2 1 
Haiti 4 5 7 7 
Honduras ~~ 1 
Jamaica 2 6 
Mexico 3 2 2 
Nicaragua 4 
Panama 1 2 2 
Paraguay 4 7 
Peru 2 5 5 
St. Lucia 1 
Uruguay ., __l -
Sub-Total 28 32 87 102 y 
Experts provided for Regional 
Projects . . .. 12 28 

Total 99 130 

Note: In addition to experts provided for regional projects, expert­
participants in such projects which had a working-group character 
provided advice to Latin America. In 1952, over 100 experts 
attended the ECLA/TAA Expert V.Jorking Group on Iron and Steel Industry 
in Latin America, held in Bogota, Colombia. In 1953, 21 expert­
participants attended the ·v.Jorkshop on Budgetary Management, held in 
JVIexico City. 

~ Includes resident representatives and their assistants, administrative 
responsibility for whom was transferred to TAB on 1 October 1952. 
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ANNEX.B 

Number of FeJJ.owships and Schoilarships for Eco~ 
Development and Public Administration Awarded in 

195o, 1951, 1952 and 1222 

I 
' I 
I 

Bolivia 
I 

Brazil 
BritiJh Guiana 
Briti~h \iJest Indies 
Chile 
Colombia 
Costa:Rica 
Cuba 
Domin~can Republic 

I Ecuador 
El Salvador 
Guatemala 
Haiti 1 

I 

Mexico 
Netherlands i,hfest Indies 
Nicaragua 
Panama 

I Paragl.+ay 
UruguaiY 
Venezuela 

Total. 

. ' 
I 
I 

1950 

1 
2 

5 

1 
3 

5 

2 
4 
1 
1 

2 
-

T 
'f7 

14 

1 
3 
1 
1 
5 
2 

20 
2 
1 
8 
3 

2 

....!:± 

67 

22 
2 
2 
5 

10 

17 
5 
1 

23 
4 

1 
2 
2 
5 

__2 

106 

1953 

7 
8 
2 

6· 
14 
1 

22 
2 

9 
13 

1 
3 
7 

_l 

96 


