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AEFURTS OF THS AD HOC COMMITTEE ON THi ORGANIZATION ..ND OPERATICN OF THE COUNCIL
AN OITS COMMISSIONS (item 36 of the Council agenda) (E/1995 and Corr.l,

S/ 1995/Add L vo &, 52073, B/L.176, E/L.2Th, of4C.24/L.35, 5/hC.24/1.36,

o/ 024 /1,38, B/AC.2L/L.39) (continued)

., Genersal discussion (continued)

The CHAIRMAN requested the Committee to continue its general discussion of
he repgrts of the Ad Hge Committee on the Organization and Operation of the Council

2 Its Commissions.

Mry NOSiK (Czechoslovakia) saild that although the Czechoslovak delegation
w4 nol been represented on the 4 Soc Committee, it had follswed its work with much

inter.sb, and had carefully stud -7 the reports it had submitted., The imprcvement
of ~rganization and operation ¢f “he Council was of the greatest importance if
i w2y 0 fulfil the tasks assigmed Lo it under the Charter, but hitherto the
actuvities of se Counecil had been sg broad in scope as to prevent it fram

discharging those basie functions, It was impossible, however, for him to agree
with the views of some members of the Ad Hoc Committee, He concurred with the
opinion af the Soviet Union representative that the ad Hoc Committee had laid too
much emphasis on organizational referms, and had thus failed to come to grips with
"The erux of the problem, which was that the Council and its Commissions should
always keep before them the basic tasks prescribed for them in the Charter, and so
_._ézfg_anize their work as to ensure that they were carried gut in the quickest way
":plosaible. The Council should concentrate on the solution of only such questions as
l';were directly connécted with those fundamental tasks, and not waste time and energy
on secondary matters. The agenda of each session of the Council and its Commission
L_qh,ould be drawn up with that principle in mind, and should be carefully documented,
Qwas convinced that if those principles were constantly kept in view the |
fégtka;dmational and technical problems of the Council would be easily solved,

Mr, van der SCHUEREN (Belgium) outlined the background of the gquestion
‘before the Committee, and quoted the provisions of Chapters IX and X of the Charter,
which laid down clearly and precisely the functions and powers of the Economic and
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Social Council, The ad Hoe Committee had considered how the Council had performed,
and would in future perform, its task, and how it might develop into the body
directing the vast jaint effart to achieve the purposes of the Charter,

He quoted some passages from the speech of the President of the Council at the
opening meeting of the present session (see document L/SR.481, paragraphs 26, 28
and 29). He agreed with the President that public opinion exercised an important
influence on the decisions of governments, but he also felt that the competent
authorities ought to lead, channel and direct that oplnion rather than be led by
it, 2 task which called for great éonfidence, sincerity and couarage. In all
countries in which it coule express itself freely, public gpinion was undoubtedly
hostile, or at least indifferent, to the many international organizaticns set up
since the Second Vorld War. Few people understood or appreciated the attempts to
realize international co-operation that had been made in nearly every field to
preserve peﬁce and to promote the well-being of mankind. Governments were partly
responsible, since they clearly only too often failed to inform their public of the
exaet extent of such intermational co-opcration, But the public attitude was
justified by the poor, often disappeinting, results achieved, and by the frequently
unsatisfactory working methods and organization of international meetings. a4s a
result, many people thought that international co-operation as at present practised

cost more than it was worth,

The Economic and Social Council could be eriticized for the fact that it had
only rarely taken decisions of any importance, and for having failed to play the
very important part expected of it., It might, of course, be said in the Council's
defence that in the last resort it was the governments of States Members which took
thc decisions, and that it was consequently they who werc responsible for the
prescnt unsatisfactory state of affairs, but the fact remained that the way in which
the Council worked had gradually smothered the interest of governments in its
activities, He was sure that none of the States Mecmbers of the United Nations
wished to turn the Council into an academic body devoid of all political

significance. The Council must therefore find the courage to reprganize itself.
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The 1irst defect of the Council's working m:thods was repetition of the same
discussions at differcnt levels: din the functional Commi'ssions, then in the Economic
o2 Sccial Committee, and finally in the Council itself. The functional Commission:
had becen set up to prepare the Council's work; their members should be experts
independcnt of govermments, acting on their own responsibility, so that their
preparatory work should be of the greatest help to the Council., On the other hand,
the discussions in the tconomic and Social Committees werc too frequently repeated
at plenary meetings, whereas it had becen intended that those Committees should
rclicve the Council of some of its work, The composition of the Council was the
samc as that of its committees of the whole, and, generally speaking, the same
individuals took part in the work on any given question. Arguments already
advanced in committce were repeated in the Council, whereas the Council should, in
principle, confine itsclf to carrying on the discussion from the point at which the
Committce h+d left it, and to formulating the necessary conclusions.

The Council could also be eriticized for the order in which it examined the
various items on its agenda. There coul& be no question that, generally speaking,
the Council's agenda included economic or social questions of the first importance,
But it also included some seconeary questions, the consideration of which
unfortunately took up a great deal of time; and public opinion, and even govern-

“ments, inevitably lost sight of the main issues to which special attention should

more properly be given,

Lastly, the Council's sessions were generally very long, and, as it was
impossible to foresee at all aceurately when the examination of any given question
would begin, expert members of delegations were kept cooiing their heels for several
weeks, a circumstance which could not fail to makc it more difficult to call upon
the services of qualified persons. ‘

The distribution of documents was also open to criticism, as they were
circulated late, and often in a language other than the one desired, That defect
prevented members of delegations from preparing their cases adequately, and
impoverished the discussions., Witheut wishing to underestimate the efforts made by
the Secrctariat, he considered that no question should be placedon the agenda until
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governments had been given the opportunity of studying the relevant documents and
instructing their delegations accordingly. Finally, he recalled the criticisms
in that respect made by the President of the Council himgelf in his inaugural
address at the present session (see document E/SR..481, paragraphs 38 and 39).

To remedy the defects he had just pointed out, he thought that it would be
advisable, first, to separate important questions and secondary questicns by
drawing up an adequate agenda published well in advance of each session and strictly
adhered to, He did not venture an opinion on the question whether items coming
within one or the other category should be dealt with during cne and the same
session - scome at the beginning cthers at the end of it, Such a scheme would,
however, enable statesmen of the first rank or experts of reputation to come and
take part in discussions scheduled t- begin on definite dates., The question whether
the examination of an item should take place in a Committee cr in the Council itself

was alsc one of considerable importance,

Secondly, it would be advisablc to circulate well in advance the documents
which were intended to serve as the basis for the discussions; the appropriate
departments of the governments concerned would thus have time to make a thorcugh

study of the relevant documentation.

Thirdly, it would be advisable to decide, as a preiiminary, in which bady the
discussions should take place. That would obviate the rcpetition of identiecal
discussicns, marked by the samc arguments and the same votes, in committee and in

plenary meeting,

Finally, there would be good ground for grouping, for examinatiocn at the same
time, items of the agenda dealing with rclated questions, & pricri, that method of
work would seem tc be incompatible with the separate examination of economic and

of sceial questions recommended by the ad Hoc Committee.

Turning to the specific recommendations of the ~d Hoc Committee, he noted that
that Committee advocated the retention of the regicnal commissicns; such was also
the intention of General Assembly resolution 409 (V). With regard tc the functiosnal
Commissions and Sub-Commissicns of the Council, the Committee proposed the
disccntinuance of a certain number of them, smd the retention cf cthers; again, it



crisin Commissicns should meet only cnce every twe years. The
se=rvrd the right tc express its views on the .d Hoe Committee's
vioertirg one functional Commissions and Sub-Commissicns when

the O amaties come Lo examine those recommendaticns in detail,

i, general, the Helgian delegation considered that the Co=-crdination Committee!

recopsiviicia L iona showld disecurage the examination of economic and social questions

Wt eaprrate geawione af bne Cognedls o Nelicwad, jndecd, that such a method would-

viry capddly cead Lo the creatl a of twe distinet Councils - an wconomic Couneil

aved = 5 ocial cuneil. The arguments advanced in favour of such a course did not

geem L. be convinelng, the chief -ne being that economic and social questions should
J

he examined vy experts. The Belgian delegation considered, :n the contrary, that
the soonoade and Sceial Council was primarily a pelitical body, and that if the
guostions placed .n the Ciuncil's agenda were to be examined only by experts, the

tendeney would be to attoch too little importance to political considerations,

sg2in, he relt that excessive repetition should be avoided,  To that end, the
rules . procedure should make it possible to set 2 limit to the time granted to
onch delegatin to speak in plenary meeting on questicns which had already been
examined in committee. The rules shcould also c.ntain a provision designed to
prevent speakers from wandering tou far frum the subject and abusing freedom of
speech, The suggestion made on pcint by the Canadian delegatiun at the 54<nd
_p}enary meeting of the Council deserved very careful attention,

Next, important questions should be separated from secundary questions in the
:discussions, It might perhaps be advisable t- provide for a short session, as
propbsed in the French draft rescluticn &/AC.24/L.35. at which the Council would
“deal only with questicns of the firstu importance.

- Lastly, the agenda and the documents relating to the questions placed on it
: ﬂﬁﬁld be transmitted to governments well before the opsning of the session,

- In conclusion, he recalled the fact that the Belgian Government had made known
to the id Hoc Committee its desire that the Ccuncil should hold only one session each
‘yéar, He admitted that that view had found few supporters. He reserved the right
‘tc speak again when the Committee began the examination of specific propcsals. He
emphasized, however, the point that any reform decided upon by the Council at its

present sessicn should be regarded as temporary, and enforced for a limited period only
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Mrs, FIGUSROA (Chile) considered that not all the difficulties encountered
by the Economic and Social Council were attributable to its structure, No doubt
the defects of that structure were responsible for many of them: but that was
neither the only, nor, indeed, the main cause. 1In any case, recogniﬁion of the
necessity for reform did not constitute a reflexion on anyone, It was quite normal
for any organization to have to change its working methods and structure in order to
keep pace with changing circumstances, the experience it acquired and the changing
nature of the problems it was called upon to solve, Moreover, it was notewcrthy
that all the suggestions for reform were essentially concerned with improving the

Council's efficiency.

The fact that she was entirely in agreement with the general consideratians
set forth in the iAd Hoc Committee's reporus did not necessarily mean that the
Chilean delegation would unreservedly accept all that Committee's recommendations
and proposals, For example, with regard to the structure and organization of the
Council itself, she felt that the Ad Hoc Committee's reccommendations were not always
fully justified by the reasons given in support of those ccnclusions.  The Chilean
~ delegation would examine the various recommendations and proposals in the light of
the practical results their adoption was likely to yleld,

She did not think that to hold apecialized sessiuns of the Council would remove
all the difficulties with which the Council had becn faced during its last few
sessions, The .d Hoc Committee's hopes cf that propusal were not, she feared,
entirely justified, and thc third annual sessicii. to be held prior to the opening
of the regular session of the General Assembly, would find on its agenda not merely
the questions earmarked for it, but a number of technical questions on which the
Council had failed to reach agreement at either of the two specialized sessions
held earlier in the year in question, It might perhaps be mcre to the point to
eonsider the scparate examination of econcmic and sccial questions at one and the
same session., Some such procedure might possibly lead to mcre counstructive

results,

The problem of drawing up and circulating the Council's zgenda cculd not be
disregarded, The preparatory work carried out by interested governments, delegaticns
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and the Secretariat in connexion with the questions on the agenda was of fundementsl
importance, It might perhaps even be possible to achieve conasiderable progress
without greatly changing the Council's existing structure, if the ageda were
improved by having related questions grouped together, with an indication of the
definitive order in which they would be examined, and the fixed dates on which the
discussion on them would open., It would also be very useful to study the way in
which the various items on ths Council's agenda were allocated to the Econcmic
Committee, the Social Committee , the Co-ordination Committee and the Council proper,

The Chilean delegation considered that, from a practical standpoint, it would
be advisable if the Committees of the whole did their work in such a way as to
ensurc that the Council would not have to examine again from the outset matters
already examined by those committees. That would lighten the task of the Couneil
itself, and in that respect the Agenda Committee could, she felt, simplify the

Council's task enormously,

The Secretary-General's note on the financial and administrative implications
of the propcsed reforms (E/1995/Add.3) gave useful pointers as to the economies to
be realised through modifications in the Council's structure, It was also helpful
in any discussion of the question whether the abolition of certain commissions and
their replacement by groups cf experts would actuallv mean any saving. The
Committee should pay full attention to the observations in the Secretary-General's
note,

In econclusion, the Chilean delegation did not reject the Ad Hoc Committee's
conclueions out of hand, but urged the present Committee to proceed with the utmost
cauticn, It reserved the right in due course to submit detailed observations on
sach of the various recommendations,

¥ir, MICHANEK (Sweden) said that as a newcomer to the Council the Swedish
delegation found it difficult to take up & definite position at sc early a stage in
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the debate, However, his delsgaticn greatly appreciated 'both the 4 b done by the
Ad Hoe Committee and its reports, and was generally in fav.ur § its spproach o
the problem and »f many »f the solutions it had recommended. He c . nsidered that
the Council was dealing with tos many questions simultancously, ana he had the

impression that it was often over-anxious to avoid deferring decisions,

His delegation accepted in prineiple the pruposals cencerning the functional
and regional commissions, bul would like to gu a little further in some ¢zs2s. He
considered that the French working paper cn the subject (E/AC.<4/L,36) provided a

good starting point for the discussion.

With regard to the question of the Council's sessions, the Swedish delegation
was in favour of more concentration; but on somewhat different lines from those
suggested by the Ad Hoc Cummittee; nor did he feel quite happy about the part of
the French working paper (E/AC.24/L.35) which dealt with that guestizn, Without
committing his delegaticn In advance, he thought it possible tu say that it would
like to see some major eccnomic questions handled separately by the Couneil =~ in
scme way or zther., The present sessicn had clearly shown the need for such a

divisicn,

The note by the Secretary-General regarding preparations for mecetings and the
rcle and composition of the Agenda Committee (E/1995/Add.4) scemed to him most usefuls

The Swedish delegation was in favour cf propcsals to increase the Secretariat's
responsibility.  Although that weuld add to the Seeretariat's werk in some cases,

he was convinced that it w.ould reduce it in others,

Miss KALINOWSKA (Poland) emphasised the-point that an improvement in the
organizatiun and cperacion of the Ciuncil and its comulissions depended on the
attitude -f its members tc the basic tasks prescribed for the Council in the Charter,

The record _f the last five years had been far from satisfactory, There was a
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tendency to swamp important matters in a sea of proeedure, There had been numerou
examples <f the accent being shifted from the substantive merits of a proposal to
its procedural aspects, She detected the same tendency in the reports of the

Ad Hoe Committee,

She agreed with the opinion expressed in paragraph 13 of the Ad Hog Committee'’
first report (E/1995), that there were too many meetings, That eircumstance
placed a very heavy burden on member governments, Shc was surprised, however, to
find that the Ad Hoc Gommittee's report then went on to make what seemed to her the
illogical reccmmendation that the Council should hold threc sessions each year
instead of twc,

The CHAIRMAN declared the gencral debate elosed.
(b) Regicnal Commissions

The CHAIRMAN drew the attention of the Committee to the fact that at his
requsst the Secrstariat had prepared a working mper (E/AC.24/L.39) which presented
the proposals of the Ad Hog Committee (2/1995/Add.1) in a systematic form, and
covered the subject in a more detailed and complete manner than the working paper
submitted by the French delegation (E/AC.24/L.36). He asked the Committee to
decide which of the two dicuments it would prefer to take as the basis for its

discussion.

Mr. ABELIN (France) said that there was no incompatibility between the
French draft resclution and the working paper submitted by the Secretariat, Henee
-he could agree tc the latter being taken as the basis for discussion, The French
delegation would in fact sponsor the draft resoluticn contained in the Secretariat's
memc randum, while reserving the right‘to submit certain amendments to it.

The CHAIRMAN aceordingly suggested that the Committee should first discuss
whether the regicnal commissicns should be continued (sub-paragraph (1) ' in the
first operative paragraph of the draft resolution ¢ ontained in dccument
E/ACe2L/Ls39)4
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Mr. HESSEL (France) cunsidered that, amcng all the bodies that had been
created by the United Nations in the economic and sccial field, thers were few that
had 80 plainly demonstrated their usefulness and efficiency during the past few
years as the regional commissions, The results already achieved by those '
ccrmissions, and especially by the Leonomic Commission for Europe (ECE), were highly
enccuraging, In ever; case the principles of effective regicnal co-operation had
been established. The fact could not be disguised, however, that the regional
commissions were still far from attaining the objectives laid down in their terms of
reference, They should be continued, so that they could further develop their

-

activities.

The French delegati n therefore unreservedly supported the reccmmendations in

paragraphs 5 to 10 of the seccnd report of the id Hoc Committee (B/1995/Add.1), in
- sc far as those reccmmendations were designed, thrcugh the indefinite continuation
of the regional commissions, t. afford greater stability to their work and to
strengthen the ties which bound them to the Council,

with regard to the relati.ns between the regional commissicns and ncn-

governmental organizaticns, the French delegatisn wished to sece those relations
develip in such a way -hat the c.mmissions w-uld enjoy all pcssible suppurt from the
non-governmental crgamizations, without prejudice to the effective prosecution of
their activities. It was t. that end, and 2ls. with 2 vicw tc.simplirying the

provisicns defining the status of non-governmental organizations in relation to the
| regicnal commissicns, that the Council Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations had
adopted the recommendation which was reprcduced in paragraph (a) (5) of the draft
rescluticn cintained in the French working paper (E/aC.24/L.36).

He hoped that the Committee would adopt thuse recommendaticns, which entailed
no radical change in the activities of the reglonal commissions,

Mr, OVERTON (United Kingdom) pcinted out that the document prepared by the
Secretariat (E/AC.24/L.39) did not refer tu the general principles set forth in
paragraphs 5 to 10 of the .d Hoe Committee's second report (E/1995/4dd,1).
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The CHAIRMAN explained that the working paper prepared by the
Secretariat dealt excluesively with the regional commissions. If it was so
desired, the general principles might be included in the draft resolution, but
consideration of the future of the regional commissions was only one small part
’ of the work of the Co-ordination Committee, and the general principles might
therefore well be discussed later. '

There being no objection, the CHAIRMAN assumed that the Co-ordination
Comittee would recommend to the Council that the regional commissions should be

continued.

It was so agreed,

The CHAIRIAN then declared discussion on the terms of reference of ths
reglonal commissions open, starting with the first amendment to the terms of

reference of ECE (E/AC.24/L.39).

Economic Commission for Europe
New paragraph 13

Mr, MOROSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) asked the French
representative to explain the reasons for the proposal to add a new paragraph 13

to thé terms of reference of ECE,

Mr. HESSEL (France) explained that the proposal contained in document
EfAC.24/L.39, which replaced sub-paragraphs(1l) to (4) and (6) of paragraph (a)
of the French draft resolution (E/AC.24/L.36), had been diréct.hr inspired by
the Ad hoc Committee's recommendations. The Ad hoc Committee had thought fit to
_recommend the inclusion of a paragraph in the rules of procedure of the
~regional commissions on the relations between ndn-governmental organizations and
the regional commissions, with a view to bringing them more into line with the
principles'adopted by the Council. The Council Comnittce on Non-Governmental
Organizations had made a similar recommendation.
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Mr. OVERTON (United Kingdom) thought thet the report of the Council NGO
Committee on the rules governing relations with non-governnental organizetions
should be taken into account. The proposed new paragraph 13 in the terms of
reference for ECE stated that the Commission was to make arrangements for
consultation with non-governmental organizations "in accordance with the
principles approved by the Council for this purpose", Those principles were set
out in parts I and II of Council resolution 288 (X) B; but that resolution also
contained detailed arrangements regarding consultative arrangements with the
Council itself and with various subsidiary bodies. He felt, therefore, that it
would be wiser to specify that the recommendation in the new paragreph 13
referred only to principles, that was, to parte I and II alone uf Council
resolution 288 (X) B,

The CHAIRMaN asked whether the United Kingdom representative would mowe
a formal amendment to the wording of document E/AC,24/L.39, which was, he
pointed out, the exact wording proposed by the Ad hoe Committee,

Mr. OVERTON (United Kingdom) proposed that the words "and contained in
parts I and II of ite resolution 288 (X) B" should be inserted in the new
parzgraph 13 after the words "for this purpose',

Mr, MOROSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) did not consider
that the question under ccnsideration waalbeing properly dealt with. The Soviet
Union delegation had not had suffieient time to study the proposed draft
resolution, which should not, in his opinicn, be put to thc wote at the present
meeting.

The French representative had explained that the French delegation's
cbject in submitting a proposal had been to achieve uniformity between the rules
of procedure of the three reglonal commissions and to bring them intc harmonious
relations with the Council's rules. The Soviet Union delegation considered that
there was no need to impose uniforn nnleﬁlof procedure on the rcgional commissions.
The latter were autonomous bodies, and each had its own special problems, A
decision on the lines proposed could serve no useful purposes The regional
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commiesions, roresver, were thasselves in the best position to say how their work
could be harnmonized, and couldd very well deeide if any chahges in their working
rethods were called for, The Soviet Union delegation therefore objected to any
decision which would maske the regionzl commissions the ward of the Council in

that respect and iimdt the powers they had hitherto exerciscds

The CHAIRMAN suggested that a decision on proposed new paragraph 13
cshould be daferred until the next meeting.
He zaded that there was no need to discuss those smendments which were

designed (wrely to changs the order of the paragraphs in the Cormission's terms

~f refererna,

It was s0 agreed.

Foruer paragrapn 19 (new peragraph 20)

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the wording of paragraph 19 of the terms
of refezrence of ECE was no longer appropriatz, as it related to the special
review of commissions by the Council which had already been undertaken. The
wording proposed for the new paragraph 20 was as follows:

"The Council shall, from time to time, make special reviews of the
‘work of the Commission", '

There were no further camments on new paragra '

Economic Commission for 4Asia and the Far East

The CHAIRMAN asked the Committee to consider next the amendments to the
terms of reference of the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East (ECAFE)
set out in document E/iC.24/L.39, section B, Most of these amendrents had been
proposed by ECAFE itself in its report on its seventh session,

Paragraph 1

There were no comments on the amendments to paragraph 1.
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Poragraph 3

Parzgr2ph 3 & (1) {n=w parzgraph 4}
Thers waps g fevnents ur 0ar WAEETR e

New paragraph %

Mr. MOHOSQV {Unzeon of Sovict Socilise Zuouhli
prefer to introducs his soendient to new paragrazh 5 =t e DAL

The CH..ImMaN suggestcd that the discussion on new jooog- g
the Scviet Union amendzent therctso, should boe acferred until tiie 1 ilows

meeting.

It wss so agreed.

Former paragraph 3 A (iii) (new parzgraph 7)

Miss BELL (United States of Americz) enquired whether siie w=s right in
thinking th~t under the amenidment Associate Mermbers would only be entitlzd to

vote in the subsidiary bodies of the Comission, not in the Coninlesi:zn itself,

In reply, and alsoc answering 2 simdlar enquiry frow jr. DES.I (Indi.),

Mr, M.7 ASKI (Secretariat) sald that th2t was indsed ths corrsot intorpreta-

tion 3sociat: Members werc to have the right to vate in subsidiary bodiss of
th- mission., The auendient gave formal effect to the practices that had grown
» . the Cormission since its inception, the 21d tesrus of relsrspes bovlng been

.erpreted as cnabling Asgociate Merbers (0 vots in subsidiary bodies.

There were no_further cumients on now parzgrapn 7,

Former paregraph 3 A (iv)

i (-.-

In reply to = question by Moo DESAI (Inciz), Mr. e LINOWSKI

(Secratarict) s=id th:t the reason why it was proposcd to delete former
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parsercph 3 4 (iv) wzs that all the non-self-governing tcrritories referred to in
parseraph 3 o (1) had becoue .ssocizte Members of EC.FE, so that there¢ was no
Longer any need to mnke specizl provision for consultation with noun-self-

Rowernin: Lerritories which were not [ssociate Members of the Cammission,

The CHGIRMAN pointed cut that the question of the deletion of former
paregrach 3 4 (1v) mizht be considered 28 related to new paragraph 5 and the

Scvist ninn anendieent therctos. It should therefore 2lso be considered at the

£ llowings nceting,

It wis so agreed,

New parsgrooh 12

The CH..JRMiN suggestec - S NewW paiagidpn 1< wee —dentical with
propes-. aew paragraph 13 of the - - of refercnce of ECE, on which no decision
ned been reached, consideration of the former should also be deferred until the

next - ting.

It wne sn 2:5reed.

Former pnragraph 14 (new paragraph 19)
here were no cawnents on new paragrapn 19,

Former paragraph 15 (ncw paragraph 20)

-1 The CH IZ~N ncted thoat the amendment to former peragraph 15 was
slidlor to the anendment to former peragraph 19 of the tems of reference of ECE.

There wers no further camaents on new paragraph 20.

_Econonic Comuission for Lotin fmerica
_Paragraph 1

Miss BELL (United States of /uncriea) said that the United States
delegatioh agreed to the amendizent to paragiaph L of w.. temis of veference of
‘the Econoiic Commission for Latin imerica (ECLA), and also to those which had
been propused to paragraph 1 of the terms of reference of ECAFE, but would like
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to rake it clesr that, in the viuw of the United States Governuent, the rdle
the regicnnl comrdissions =nd their secret=ri-ts in the technicrl assiatance
progronie was inportant, but was still szinly one >f sssistin, thc central
authcrities - bcth the Council itself and the Unitea Nations Technical
..s8istance fidministratison - in c2rrying out the Unitcd Nations progranmes of
technical assistance. The United States delegation felt strongly that the
pregramme rust be rdindnistered fron Headqu=rters, as contemplated in the
relevant resolutions of the General isscrbly. It also felt that there should
not be scparote technical assistance progransnies direscted independently by f,:a'lch
of the rcgionol chimissions. 411 requoests nust be channelled through the
Technical /.ssistance Bonrd, in order to rpoke surc that offective co-ordinstion

was achicved,

There were no further cowitents osn the ricnidicnts to perroreph 1.

Parcgraph 16

The CH.IRMaN cxplained that the pruposed ==cudnent to para,raph 16 was
simdler to the amendrents to forter paragraph 19 of the teras of reference of

ECE and former paragraph 15 of the terms of reference of ECLFE,

Miss BELL (United States of fnericz) fully supported the text of
paragraph 16, but hoped thzt the Council would take the opportunity of reviewing
the work of the regional corrdssions when it next reviewed the work of the

Council and the functicnal cormissions,

There were no further cam.cnts on the -uiendment to paragraph 16.

Part D (E/AC.2L/L.39)

Mr. HESSEL (France) proposed the addition of the following text to the
recommendation eonteined in part D of decurcnt E/iC.24/L,39, which was taken,
except for the final phrasc, frum the crizinal French propesal (E/.C. 24/L.36):

"In any case, at least 12 rionths must elz2pse between twou successive

sessions of any one regional econxdce commission, unless the Council
decides otherwise',

The regionel cowrissions should bear thet rocoummend~tion in rind,



iehoword bo the guestion ralscd in the lest paragreph of part D of
7,039, be 4id not think 1% sdvisable for two sepzrate reports
r,obhe oanbnitted b the Oounail on the same question. In his cpinion, the Co=-

it - shiould 2dopt the recomendation of the Couneil NGO

AT e o nenrnineg the rules of procedaure of the regional cormissions
i imait ot cn with the non=government~l srganizations.  Thot de'cisi-:m
£ Rk Counedt NGO Concittee wag ineorporsted in sub -paragroph (5) of
forserog (o) f the orioinal French deaft resolutien (B/iC.24/L.36), which
shoald coplace the last poragraph of d‘;_mcw-aent. E/i.Co24/Ls39.

Miss KiLINOWSK.. (Poland) sug-ested that to aveid eonfusion a single

docuent aight be lssued combining all the French proposals.

The CH.LIRMAN sucpested that the recamnicndation to the rezional
eormissiong to eonsider the ndvisability of amending their rules of procedure
soverndn, consultation with non- overnmental organizations, which was at
siesent eontained in parzsraph (a) (5) of the criginal French draft resclution
in docunent B/AC,24/L.36, should be issued 2s an addendun to document

E_-;J'-C L ELF/LH- _’9 r

Mr. OVERTON (linited Kinedom) recalled the faet that the ardginal
intention had been that itus 36 of the Council agenda should be discussed in
plenary meetinz. He suggested thot the relevant porti:n of the report of the
Council NGO Comzdttee should be discussed by the Co-ordinntion Comittee, and
that recommendations based cn it should be included in the latter's own report.
The Council in plenary imeeting could then consider the whole subject of
casultative relations with no;l-govermental orionizations as & single item,

The CH..IRM.N said that he would take the natter up'with the Presidert
of the Council, ‘

Mr, OVERTON (United Kingdon) ccnsidered thot each pert of the final
resolution adopted by the Co=ordination Committec should include two sections,
Phe first rejecting or adopting the gencral principles forrulated by the /d hoe
Corrittee, the seesnd dealing in detai. wath the changes proposed thereto, He



P IO
T

e o ey S
5/ a0, 2L/5R.90

= & - - iy - - £ T - oy
pointei sut, in Lhat LTl 4 t the s v SE
t’ '-.. ‘;-. ----- ‘ll - _H-“
0 AR
™ e 4 = | 1 ) -
LN LeBione ._‘..,{J., = ca ! a
1 PO TN . e b g - . i~ TR SRR g v e A e A7 EPh 1. ik
0N Tepis tn qh'.".;.. Feoneh WY LG Eaa e ARG EY Wardd VATIINSN ). i Ty
I i i
L . . in, ] o T, P UIL N (PRI I UK N ¥ 1 ‘ 'S - ”
that he waz propared o subtmmdt o forazi progosal 4o bt «ffect in form i a
4 % o
drefs rea-int ong
1 e ,T b ERUVS" BT Rl S T ISR ) f T A Lol s
Mr. HESSEL {(France) zmdtten ot 54 woo. by fosely sziy dn ide page

of the regional commissions, to take up prpsceacn: = 40 206 of the . ! noe
Comnittec!s see>nd report end to incorporsts faswn Lvn a droft res:olution.  He
pointed out, however, thoi that part of the 1 bog Gzomitieels c=port which
dealt with the principles thzt shovls . overn - ampaaizatdon of 4hs Toungid snd
of the functisnal conmissi-ns was ruch lonzer. It rizht thersfor- he hatier

to make use of 2 zeneral feormula, sirdler =0 wast

draft resslution srizin2lly subnitted by the French dolesntion, and b saye
“jipproves the generzl principles which suiled the S e ittes In 25 “olfleration:
and in the formulati»n .f the senersl cunclucions it hzs resched™,  Ib ary

éase, reference would have to be made to the ncbusl text of the -2 hog

Committes!s repcrt,

Mr. OVERTON (United XKingdom) su.gested thot ne and 4h. French
representative should consult and prepere a joint draft resolution on the lines

he had proposed, the general principles being restated in an annex,

It was so a;:resd

There were no further comuents on part D of 1101";ﬁt E/inCa25/0. 35

(¢) Functional Commissicns

Mr. HESSEL (France) drsw 2itention to that part o the -»igimal French
dreft resolutisn rclating to the functicnal Commissions and their Sub-
Comndssions (E/AC.24/L.36, parazraph (b)). The French Zelczation fully
recognized the scundness of the princ.ipl.¢ Uy which the meubers of the [d hoe

Comittee had been guided in studying th: orzanlzation and working of the
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functionzl C-maissions. In particular, it felt that the calendar had in
recent years provided for an excsscive nurber of sessions of commissions and
sub-cormiesions whose agenda wer. not 2lways satisfactcry, since they contained
2 large number of items, meny of which appeared every year even if their re-
exanin~tion was not justificd by the wark done sn them during the preceding
year ~ items on which the dceunentation prepared by the Secretariat was not
always complete, and which the experts on the Comndssions were not therefore in

a pesition t¢ consider 2s they should be considered.

On the >ther hand, there were fiel:'s in which the prepératory work could
nore suitably be assicned to groups of highly specialized experts, while final
decisions could be taken direct by the Council; that appeared to apply
particularly to economic questions - employment and economic development,
transport and conmunieations, and the highly technical questions at present

dealt with by the Sub—Cumndssicns.

Wwas it necessary tu go still further 2nd do away with nearly all the
fuiciional Conmissione, replecing the~ by a nunber of temporary boedies for the
study of special questions? He did not think so; the Comnissions should
indeed play 2 very important part, which would be to decide, taking account of
both politiesl and technical considerations, whzt practical work the United
Nations could and should undertake in connexion, for example, with narcotic
drugs, public finance, population and social welfare problems, Should, then,
the recomniendations of the Ad hoc Committee be adopteﬁ without change? Their
adoption would in practice result in the mairtenance of the status guo, and 1t
would never be possible to know for certain when the sessions of Ccﬁmissiona

would be held, since a Couneil deecision would be required in every ecase,

In those circumstances, the French delegation proposed that the majority
of the existing commiscionz ihould meet every other year: If such a formula
were adopted, the Council would not have to examine in any one year more than
five reports of functional comidssions and three reports of regional commissions.
Thot recomrendation, moreover, was in hamony with the proposal that the Couneil
should exarine the work of the specialized ajgencies only every other year. At

present, the Council examined every year eleven reports of specialized sgzencies,
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nine reports of functi ncl cuardssicne, three reports of ro inel ccruissions
ani three reports of sub-coriissions: in -11, twenty-six reports, If the
Fronch delezetion's formuls whs sdopted, th-t nunber woull be reduced to twelve
or thirteen, and the Couneil woull be in 2 porsiti.n t) =ke = much fullcer

exarinatinon of each report,

P

Morecver, the fact that certain coumissions would only et every cther year
would ive bosth overnments and the Secrctariot nore tiue to prepore, with the
necessary care, the docwicntation and studies without which the budies concerned
could only adopt resocluticns of a formal and rgeneral character. The progranies
of activitics were 2t present sufficiently well defined for the Secrctariat to
unicrtake studies 2nd to assunic the tasks assimed to it by the coaniasions

without the latter neeting every year.

With rezard t5 the Sub=Cuidssisn on Freciun of Infiynotion and of the
Press, his own delegation and the Indian delesati.n had submitted a joint draft
res:luticn (E/iC.24/L.38), because they were particularly interested in the
questions within that Sub-Ccrmissisn's provinee, The Co-orcdinctin Cormittee
was 2t present dealin; with the subsidlary srzans of the Council, but n.t with
their activities. Clearly thcse ~ctivities neither could nor should be
interrupted if the Council declded to abslish the ~ctual bodies now carrying
thein out.

The CH.IRM/N asked rcprescntatives to subnit any nuendrents to the
French propostl as scon as possible, in crder th2t therc should be no undue

delay in ddsprsing of the iten under consideration.

The reeting rose 1t 6 pon.






