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AGENDA ITEM 23 

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples: 
report of the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Dec Ia ration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples: Aden (continued) (A/6274, 
A/6276, A/6300/Rev.l, chap. VI; A/6317, A/6374, 
A/6478, A/CA/672 and Add.l-3) 

HEARING OF PETITIONERS (continued) 

1. The CHAIRMAN recalled that, at its 1625th meet
ing, the Committee had confirmed its earlier decision 
to grant the hearing requested in document A/C.4/ 
672/Add.2. 

At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Hussain Ali 
Bayoomi, General Secretary, and Mr. Saeed Ali 
Yaremi, Executive Member, of the United National 
Party (UNP), Aden, took places at the Committee 
table. 

2. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) said 
that in view of the controversy created by his request 
for a hearing he wished to explain the entire question 
of South Arabia rather than merely some of its as
pects. The first issue was whether the United Nations 
should send a mission to that country and whether the 
mission's terms of reference should call for it to 
investigate British acts of oppression and terror or 
to determine whether the people of South Arabia were 
ready for independence. His party believed that the 
terms of reference of the United Nations mission, 
which it strongly favoured, should go much further. 
The United Kingdom authorities were to leave the 
country in 1968, so that the issue was not when and 
how the administering Power would withdraw but 
what the Territory's political future was to be. One 
of the vital functions of the United Nations would be 
to preserve South Arabia's integrity as a free nation 
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until it JOined the Organization. The primary role of 
the mission would therefore be to create an atmos
phere conducive to the transfer of power to the people 
of the Territory. 

3. Sol'th Arabia was a developmg country composed 
of a number of states, sheikhdoms and sultanates. It 
would achieve independence in less than two years, 
after a long period of colonial rule whose psychological 
impact had been immeasurable. To the north, in 
Yemen, a civil war was in progress and there was a 
large occupying force; the people of Yemen were 
divided into not two but three camps, and an atmos
phere of tension prevailed. 

4. Mr. TARCICI (Yemen), speaking on a point of 
order, requested tile Chairman to ask the petitioner 
to confine himself to the question of Aden and refrain 
from interfering in the internal affairs of another 
country. 

5. The CHAIRMAN requested the petitioner not to 
discuss the internal affairs of a Member State. 

6. Mr. BAYOOMI (United Natwnal Party, Aden) said 
that he had referred to Yemen because he had thought 
it necessary to do so in order to explain the internal 
situation in South Arabia; he agreed, however, to make 
no further reference to Yemen. 

7. In South Arabia, imperialist terror and disregard 
for human dignity were rampant, and political and 
economlC stability were almost non-existent. In addi
tion, a fifth column denied the country its right to 
independence and was publicly advocating its annexa
tion to Yemen. That was the situation in South Arabia, 
and those were some of the problems with which a 
United Nations mission would have to deal. 

8. The fact that he was a member of the Federal 
Government had no bearing on the seriousness of 
those vital questions. Those who had objected to his 
being heard on the ground that he was a Minister in 
the Federal Government had attempted to shut out 
Arab brothers who were trying to co-operate with the 
United Nations in finding a peaceful solution to the 
problems of South Arabia. Whether or not he was a 
Minister, his responsibility to the people of South 
Arabia was indisputable, and the affairs of state had 
to be administered regardless of personal circum
stances. If all nationalists in his country boycotted 
the Federal Government, the United Kingdom au
thorities would assume direct administrative functions 
m the Territory, which, he would add, was being 
constantly bombarded by propaganda from Yemen and 
Cairo. 

9. Mr. ABDEL-WAHAB (United Arab Republic), 
speaking on a point of order, said that he would 
formally propose that the petitioner should be asked 
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to withdraw if he again interfered in the internal 
affairs of the United Arab Republic. 

10. The CHAIRMAN, while observing that a reference 
to a country did not always imply interference in its 
internal affairs, nevertheless relJ.uested Mr. Bayoomi 
to confine himself to the lJ.Uestion of Aden. 

11. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party,Aden) said 
that he had mentioned the propaganda conducted by the 
United Arab Republic because it was a real and 
demonstrable fact. Cairo newspapers published lists 
of persons, including himself, who were to be executed 
by the terrorists. He requested permission to con
clude his remarks; he would prove the truth of his 
statements when delegations put questions to him. 

12. Both the United Kingdom and Yemen were re
sponsible for a veritable wave of terror. The official 
radiO stations in Yemen were openly inciting the 
people of his country to rebellion. Yemen was claim
ing sovereignty over the Territory, but South Arabia 
had never been and would never become part of Yemen 
or of any other country, except in the fulfilment of 
Arab unity. The situation in his country was disastrous, 
and a United Nations missiOn would not have to look 
far in order to satisfy itself of the truth of all he had 
said. 

13. His party wished to express the urgent hope that 
the United Nations would send a mission to South 
Arabia as a first step towards restoring order in the 
country. It was pleased to learn that the United King
dom had accepted the United Nations resolutions, had 
set a date for independence and had agreed to the 
sending of a United Nations mission to South Arabia. 
It rejected the United Kingdom's reservations and 
demanded that they should be withdrawn, since they 
might frustrate the efforts to solve the problem. It 
urged that the United Nations mission should visit the 
Territory even if the United Kingdom insisted on its 
reservations, and it deplored the encouragement and 
support which the present regime in Yemen was 
affording to the terrorist elements in South Arabia. It 
appealed to the Secretary-General of the United Na
tions and to Member States to use their good offices 
to end the terrorism. It rejected the claim of any 
political party or group inside or outside South Arabia 
to be the sole representative of the people. It believed 
that a democratic government in an independent South 
Arabia must originate from an elected legislative 
body. It was prepared to co-operate with all who were 
working for the unity of South Arabia until the Terri
tory became a democratic, independent, sovereign 
republic, which must be achieved on the basis of 
universal adult suffrage and in accordance with the 
resolutions adopted by the United Nations in 1963 and 
1965. It asked the United Nations to supervise the 
elections iu South Arabia during the transitional 
period, to grant technical assistance and to keep watch 
over the Territory's frontiers in order to prevent the 
smuggling of arms. Lastly, his party, which was proud 
to have been a pioneer in working for the unity of 
South Arahm and had strongly opposed separatist 
movements, reiterated as its basic principles that 
every part of South Arabia must be liberated from 
colonialism and placed under one government and 
that independent South Arabia should include the three 
States of the Hadhramaut (Qu'aiti, Kathiri and Mahra} 

and the islands of Perim, Kamaran and Kuria Muria, 
in addition to the States which now made up the 
Federation. 

H. His party subscribed to the desire of the United 
NatiOns to send a mission to the Territory but wished 
to emphasize that the members of the mission should 
be chosen from countnes whose only interest m the 
area was to ensure peace. 

15. Mr. JOUEJATI (Syria), noting that UNP deplored 
the United Kingdom's reservations with regard to 
sending a United Natwns mission to South Arabia, 
asked the petitioner to indicate why, in his opimon, 
the administering Power had made those reservations. 

16. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party,Aden) said 
that the United Kingdom was trying to prevent the 
United Nations from sending a mission to South Arabia. 
However, the nusswn should visit the Territory even 
if the administering Power mamtained Its reserva
tions, and giVe the United Nations an on-the-spot 
report on the situation. The United Kingdom's reser
vations should under no circumstances be permitted 
to prevent the sending of the mission. 

17. Mr. JOUEJATI (Syria) noted that the petltwner 
had said that the United Nations must help to create 
in South Arabia an atmosphere conducive to the 
transfer of power to the people. He asked Mr. Bayoomi 
whether it would not be desirable to apply the relevant 
United Nations resolutiOns immediately and hold elec
tions in the Territory with a view tc setting up the 
bodies to which power was to be transferred. 

18. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) said 
he thought that elections should be held under United 
Nations supervision after the formation of a provi
siOnal government to which the administering Power 
had transferred power. 

19. Mr. JOUEJATI (Syria) noted that, according to 
the petitiuner, the aim of the United Nations mission 
must be to determine whether the people of the Terri
tory were ready for independence and to investigate 
the administering Power's acts of terrorism. He 
asked the petitioner whether, in his opinion, the 
tortures mentioned in the Amnesty International report 
were a part of those British acts of terrorism. 

20. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) said 
that when the United Nations mission visited South 
Arabia it should, as an essential part of its task, 
carefully investigate all the details of the accusations 
made against the administering Power with regard 
both to torture and to the treatment of political 
prisoners. 

21. Mr. JOUEJATI (Syria) asked the petitioner 
whether, when speaking of the unity and territorial 
integrity of South Arabia, he had had any special 
reason for referring to the States of Qu 'aiti, Kathiri 
and Mahra. 

22. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party,Aden) said 
that he had had no special reason for doing so. The 
States of the Western Protectorate formed part of the 
Federation of South Arabia, but those of the Eastern 
Protectorate did not, and his party wanted them to be 
included in the Federation as a means of achieving 
the complete unity of the States of South Arabia. The 
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party hoped that the United Nations mission and all 
delegations would join in an effort to induce the United 
Kingdom to include those States in the Federation. 

23. Mr. JOUEJATI (Syria), notmg that the petitioner 
had said that there was no economic stability in the 
Territory, asked who controlled the cotton trade and 
why the producers received lower prices than those 
prevailing in the world market. 

24. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party,Aden) said 
that there was a committee which supervised cotton 
production in South Arabia. The prices received by 
cotton producers were, indeed, lower than the world 
market prices because the buyers who fixed them were 
British importers, but other markets had beenopened 
up, such as India, and still others were being sought 
where South Arabian cotton could be sold at world 
prices. 

25. Mr. JOUEJATI (Syria) remarked that he had 
learned from the British Press that huge prof1ts 
were being obtained from the refining of petroleum 
in South Arabia, so that the capital invested in 
refining facilities had been recovered withm two 
years. He would like to know how those profits were 
distributed. 

26. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) re
plied that the profits went to the United Kingdom and 
that the Federation received a small part of them in 
the form of income tax. 

27. Mr. JOUEJA TI (Syria) asked the petitioner how 
many engineers from South Arabia went to the United 
Kingdom to study the management of refineries and 
then work in them. 

28. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) said 
that the United Kingdom offered only a token number 
of scholarships to students from South Arabia in 
order to show the world that it took an interest in the 
Territory's development. Students of medicine, 
engineering, chemistry and the natural sciences went 
to the United Kingdom, but, when one considered 
South Arabia's long years of subjection to British 
colonial exploitation, their number was infinitesimal. 
The colonial Administration sent administrative offi
cials from South Arabia to the United Kingdom for 
two or three months, sometimes for ten days, to 
receive superficial training, and that was called a 
scholarship programme. 

29, Mr, JOUEJA TI (Syria) asked the petitioner what 
was the attitude of UNP towards the administering 
Power. 

30. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) said 
that the party's position was well known in South 
Arabia and especially in Aden. The administering 
Power had clashed with UNP, which had been the 
first party formed in South Arabia and whose estab
lishment had been opposed by various organizations. 
It had been the first to urge the incorporation of Aden 
into the Federation, and it repudiated the separatism 
which sought to prevent that from happening. He had, 
on one occasion, accused the United Kingdom of 
setting fire to the premises where the party's news
paper was printed. 

31. Mr. MALECELA (United Republic of Tanzania) 
said he had gained the impression that the petitioner 

was opposed to the tortures and other such acts com
mitted by the United Kingdom in Aden; he would like 
to know the attitude of UNP towards those tortures 
and acts of war. 

32 . .Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party,Aden) said 
that his party supported the United Nations resolutions 
calling for speedy action, through the sending of a 
mission, to put an end to the persecution and terror. 
The party had issued a statement m Aden asking the 
United Kingdom to brmg the prisoners to trial and 
release them if there was no evidence against them. 
It therefore requested the United Nations to send a 
mission as soon as possible and supported the reso
lutions recommending the release of political pri
soners and the termination of the state of emergency 
which enabled the United Kingdom to make arbitrary 
arrests. 

33. Mr. MALECELA (United Republic of Tanzania) 
pointed out that those who had suffered torture were 
brother Arabs of the petitioner and that that state of 
affairs had existed for years. He asked whether the 
petitioner or the local Government had publicly 
condemned the atrocities committed by the United 
Kingdom. 

34. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party,Aden) said 
that United Kingdom persecution and terror occurred 
chiefly il, Aden, where the United Kingdom was 
responsible for maintaining law and order. It was only 
in the rest of the Federation that the Federal Govern
ment exercised such control. Hence, when it referred 
to the question the United Kingdom replied that such 
matters were the exclusive responsibility of the United 
Kingdom until 1968. Nevertheless, UNP had not 
remained silent and was opposing such acts, and the 
Federal Government had made improvements in one 
detention camp. Of course, that was not enough, and 
the party was not indifferent to the persecution and 
detentions in Aden. 

35. Mr. MALECELA (United Republic of Tanzania) 
asked the petitioner whether, since those measures 
had been insufficient, the Federal Government had 
threatened to resign as a means of inducing the United 
Kingdom to pay greater attention to the problem and 
as a protest against the oppression of the Arabs, 
which affected not only South Arabia but the entire 
world. 

36. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party,Aden) said 
that resignation was a course which would be taken 
when all hope of getting the United Kingdom to end 
the persecution failed. He himself had been a Minister 
in Aden under Mr. Baharoon's Government. That 
Government had tried to induce the British High Com
missioner to accept the United Nations resolutions 
in 1964. When the High Commissioner had refused, 
it had resigned and been replaced by Mr. Mackawee's 
Government. However, the persecutwn, detentions 
and terror had continued; Mr. Mackawee had not 
resigned but had later been dismissed. 

37. Mr. MALECELA (United Republic of Tanzania) 
observed that the petitioner disapproved of the situa
tion but remained in his post because Mr. Mackawee 
had done so. However, the latter had fought against 
the United Kingdom-perhaps Mr. Bayoomi was doing 
the same. Some United Nations resolutions spoke of 
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releasmg political prisoners, which the United King
dom should do; he would like to know whether the 
Federal Government had tried to induce the Gnitecl 
K1ngdom to implement at least that aspect of the 
resolutions before a United Nations mission went to 
the Territory, 

38, Mr. BAYOOl\II (United National Party,Aden) said 
that the Federal Government was ins1sting that the 
United Kingdom should comply with the United Nations 
resolutions, inter alia, 111 the matter of political 
prisoners, because elections could not be held unless 
restrictions on freedom of expression were first 
eliminated and political prisoners released. The latter 
must be distingu1shed from those who had been jailed 
for smuggling in arms from Yemen, 

39, Mr. MALECELA (Umted Republic of Tanzania) 
quoted a passage from the letter of 1 August 1966, 
contained in document A/6374, in which the Govern
ment of the United Kingdom stated that it was "consti
tutionally unable to give directions to the Federal 
Government except in matters of external affairs, 
defence and the public service" and had "no power to 
impose changes in the Federal Constitution", In his 
opinion, that constituted recognition of the Federal 
Government's jnrisdiction in internal affairs. He would 
like to know whether the Federal Government could 
state publicly that it did not accept the United King
dom's reservations and that the United N fttions mis
sion could interview whomever it wishea, since the 
United Kingdom could not maintain its reservations 
if the Federal Government was opposed to them. 

40. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party,Aden) said 
that the sultans in the Federal Government were allies 
of the United Kingdom and did not accept the United 
Nations resolutions. When the representatives of 
Aden had entered the Federal Government, they had 
persuaded Sultan Fadhli and Prince Habili to support 
the United Nations resolutions, UNP fully supported 
those resolutions and wanted the United Kingdom to 
withdraw its reservations, which would be equivalent 
to renouncing its control in matters of defence and 
external affairs. In his opinion, the United Kingdom 
was refusing to withdraw its reservations because to 
do so would enable others to take its place; UNP was 
opposed to exchanging one colonial regime for another 
and therefore did not wish the United Kingdom to 
give up its responsibilities unless there was a United 
Nations presence in South Arabia to protect its fron
tiers and to prevent the smuggling of arms by air, by 
sea or from the north. 

41. Mr. MALECELA (United Republic of Tanzania), 
pressing his point, said that the United Kingdom 
granted full responsibility to the Federal Government 
except in matters of defence, the public service and 
external affairs. He would like to know whether the 
local authorities were opposed to the United Kingdom's 
reservations and whether they were prepared to 
facilitate a visit by a United Nations mission. 

42. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) re
plied that the United Kingdom's reservations con
cerned Aden only. If the United Nations mission were 
to discuss Aden it would do so with the United Kingdom 
administration, As for the remaining States, the 
mission would deal direct with the Government of the 
Federation. 

43. Mr. MALECELA (Umted Republic of Tanzania) 
said that Tanzania was determined to bring about the 
liberation of the peoples 111 the coloma! Territories, 
whether in Aden or in any other Territory. The peti
tioner should bear in mind that in 1968, when South 
Arabia became independent, it would have to play its 
part in the Arab world and the Middle East. UNP 
should therefore face facts. The Urited Kingdom's 
reservations were a disappointment to Tanzania, which 
supported the idea of sending a United Nations mis
sion and would like to see the reservations withdrawn 
so that the mission could bring peace to South Arabia 
as an essential preliminary to independence. 

44. Mr. KAYUKWA (Democratic Republic of the 
Congo) recalled that the petitioner had rejected the 
claims of some political groups to be the only repre
sentatives of the people of South Arabia. He asked 
how important the petitioner's party was and what 
methods it employed to bring about the country's 
independence. 

45. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) re
plied that his party had been the first in the struggle 
to make Aden part of the Federation. In view of the 
separatist elements which were trying by every 
means, including violence, to prevent the unification of 
the Territory and because of its strong position and 
the support it enjoyed, UNP was determined to achieve 
its basic objective, namely the unity of South Arabia, 
comprising all the States of the Federation, Aden 
and the States of the Eastern Protectorate, Qu'aiti, 
Kathiri and Mahra. For that purpose it maintained 
contacts with the representatives of the Front for the 
Liberation of South Arabia (FLOSA). 

46. The majority of the members of UNP belonged 
to the nationalist families of Aden which had subscribed 
the necessary funds for his, journey to New York so 
that he could give the Committee a true picture of the 
situation in South Arabia and especially in Aden, 
where the defenceless inhabitants had day and night 
to watch their own folk being stabbed in the back on 
their own doorstep. Furthermore, many Yemenites 
living and working in Aden had also contributed 
voluntarily to defray the cost of his journey. They 
all joined in beseeching the United Nations to rescue 
them from their Lragic plight. 

47. Mr. KAYUKWA (Democratic Republic of the 
Congo) said that the previous petitioners had spoken 
of the tortures suffered by leaders and members of 
their parties. He asked the petitioner whether mem
bers of his own party had been obliged to flee the 
country because of such tortures. The petitioner 
had referred to newsr:::~.pers which published lists of 
persons, including himself, to be executed. He asked 
by whom and for what reasons such persons had been 
sentenced to death. 

48. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) re
plied that some of the members of his party were 
abroad and others had been detained, but no one 
had fled the country because they all believed that it 
would be more useful to wage the struggle from within 
the country than from outside. As for the second 
question, the Egyptian newspaper Akhbar el Yom of 
Cairo had published a list and reported that the 
revolutionaries had announced the names of eleven 
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collaborators whose execution they had agreed upon, 
and that some days later, despite the British patrols 
filling the streets of Aden and despite all the measures 
taken against the revolutionaries, the first person 
on the list had actually been executed. The news had 
soon spread through Aden, where everybody was now 
wondering who would be next on the list and when he 
would be executed. 

49. Mr. KAYUKWA (Democratic Republic of the 
Congo) asked the petitioner why his party had decided 
to join the Federal Government. 

50. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) re
plied that his party had agreed to participate in the 
Federal Government to achieve the unification of 
Aden with the rest of South Arabia, which was its 
chief objective. With that in view it had resisted all 
separatist tendencies, thereby exposing its members 
to the charge of being collaborators and agents of 
Imperialism. Many of its members had died in the 
streets, but the party was determined to continue 
until a United Nations mission visited the country, a 
transitional government was established and free 
elections were held. 

51. Mr. BOZOVIC (Yugoslavia) asked the petitioner 
when UNP had been established and whether he had 
been nominated to the Federal Government as repre
sentative of his party. 

52. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) re
plied that his party had been established in 1946 under 
the name of Aden Organization, and it had assumed its 
present form in 1953. As to the second question, he 
did not agree with the system of nominated members, 
but he had accepted membership of the Federal 
Council for which he had been nominated by his 
party. Members of the Council were not elected but 
were nominated by the British High Commissioner. 

53. Mr. BOZOVIC (Yugoslavia) remarked that, in 
that case, the petitioner had been nominated by the 
British High Commissioner. He asked the petitioner 
what were the means by which his party could make 
known its position to the people under the existing 
state of emergency in the Territory. 

54. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) re
plied that because of the state of emergency all 
political activities had been suspended. That was why 
his party urged that the United Nations resolutions 
should be implemented, since that would mean the 
end of the state of emergency and the release of 
political prisoners. 

55. Mr. BOZOVIC (Yugoslavia) asked how, in view 
of the circumstances, the petitioner could maintain 
that his party represented the majority of the 
population. 

56. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) re
plied that his party was not the only one which was 
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unable to speak to the people freely and openly. The 
state of emergency similarly affected all the other 
parties and the people themselves. 

57. Mr. BOZOVIC (Yugoslavia) said that the same 
was true of the nationalist parties, and that was why 
their members were obliged to leave the Territory. 
The petitioner had stated that his party accepted the 
United Nations resolutions. Operative paragraph 8 
of General Assembly resolution 1949 (XVIII) called 
upon the administering Power to establish a repre
sentative organ on the basis of universal adult suffrage 
and with full respect for human rights, while opera
tive paragraph 10 recommended that such elections 
should be held before independence. He asked the 
petitioner whether his party agreed that free elections 
should be held before independence and under United 
Nations supervision. 

58. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) re
plied in the affirmative. 

59. Mr. BOZOVIC (Yugoslavia) drew the petitioner's 
attention to the passage in the letter addressed to the 
Secretary-General by the Deputy Permanent Repre
sentative of the United Kingdom (see A/6374), pre
viously quoted by the representative of Tanzania. He 
asl(ed whether it did not mean that domestic matters 
were within the competence of the Federal Government, 
which was thus responsible for what was happening 
in the coun ry. 

60. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) re
plied that the Federal Government was responsible 
for law and order in the States but not in Aden, which 
was governed directly by the British authorities. 

61. Mr. BOZOVIC (Yugoslavia) said that negotiations 
were apparently in progress between the Federal 
Government and the United Kingdom on such matters 
as defence and the validity of certain treaties which 
might prejudice the country's external relations after 
independence. He asked the petitioner for his opinion 
on that subject. 

62. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) re
plied that so far there had only been talks, not formal 
negotiations, which would be entrusted to an elected 
government representing all the states. 

63. Mr. BOZOVIC (Yugoslavia) asked whether 
the negotiations were to be held before or after 
independence. 

64. Mr. BAYOOMI (United National Party, Aden) re
plied that they would be held after independence. 

65. The CHAIRMAN said that the petitioners might 
now withdraw until the next meeting, when members 
of the Committee would continue their questions. 

The petitioners withdrew. 

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m. 
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