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Statement submi.t..t..eJLby the Secretary-General in accorda,m:e with
rule ~3-21~le ruleJLof prQcedure of the General Assemb~

A. Re~uests contained in the draft resoluti2D

1. In op~rative paragraph 1 of draft resolution A/C.2/44/L.31/Rev.2, the General
Assembly would proclaim the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction,
beginning on 1 January 1990. Under the terms of section D (Organizational
arrangements during the Decade) of the annex to the draft resolutlon, the General
Assembly would requeJt the Secretary-General to:

(0) Establish, with due regard to equitable geogropuicol representation, 0
Special High-level Council, consisting of 8 limited number of internationally
prominent persons, in order to ~rovide him with overall advice with respect to the
Decade, to take appropriate action to promote public awareness and to mobilize the
necessary support from the public and private sectors;

(b) Establish, with dUd regard to equitable geographical representation and
covering the diversity of disaster-mitigation iRsues, a Scientific and Technical
Committee on the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, consisting of
20 to ~5 scientific and technical experts selected in consultation with their
Governments on the basis of their personal capacities and qualifications and
including expe~ts from the organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system;

(c) Establish a small secretariat to be funded [ram extrabudgetary resources
as follows:
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(i) The secretariat would be established at the United Nations Office at
Geneva, in close association with the Office of the United Nations
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, with its members drawn. as appropriate,
from the international community of disaster reduction experts and other
re1evaut experts. intbr alia, seconded from competent United Nations
organizations, Governments and non-governmental organizations;

(ii) The secretariat would be responsible for the day-to-day co-ordination of
Decade a~tivities and wou1~ p.'~vide substantive and secretarial support
to the Special High-level Council and the Committee, as wel~ os for other
related activities.

2. As requested in paragraph ~ of the annex to draft resolution
A/C.2/44/L.31/Rev.2. the Secretary-General would designate the Director-General for
Development and International Economic Cv-operation, in accordance with his mandate
as set out in General Assembly resolution 32/197, as the focal point for oversight
and co-ordination of the programmes and activities of the United Nations system. in
close co-operation with the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator and, os
appropriate. in consultation with the Director of the Decade secretariat.

3. In operative paragraph 4 of the draft resolution, the Assembly would request
the Secretary-General to submit to it at its forty-fifth session. a progress ':eport
on the implementation of the resolution. inclUding the organizational arrangements
made for the Decade. In paragraph 10 of the annex to the draft resolution. the
Secretary-Ge~eralwould be requested to report biennially to the Assembly. through
the Economic and Social Council. on the activities for the Decade.

B. Relationship of proposed ~quests to the propQ~

programme ....9i~

4. The activities proposed would fall under the purview of activities undertaken
by the Office of the Director-General for Development and International Economic
Co-operation (A/44/6/Rev.1, sect. SA). They would also relate to chapter 5
(Disaster relief) of the medium-term plan for the period 1984-1991. and section 22
(Office of the United Nations Disnster Relief Co-ordinator) of the proposed
programme budget for the bienniwn 1990-1991.

5. Should the General Assembly adopt the draft resolution. the Secretary-General
would:

(a) Appoint six prominent persons as members of the Special High-level
Council. which w~uld meet at Geneva for one day annually. starting in 1990;

(b) Appoint 20 to 25 scientific and technical experts as members of the
Scientific and Technical Committee on the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction, which would meet at Geneva thre~ times a year for one week per meeting,
starting in 1990;
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(c) Establish a ~mall secretariat at the United Nations Office at Geneva, in
close association with the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief
Co-ordinator, to be funded from extrabudgetary resources.

6. The members of the Special High-level Council and the Scientific and Technical
Committee on the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction would be
entitled to payment of travel costs and daily subsistence allowance.

D. Modification r~uired in the proposed programme of work

7. Should the General As~embly adopt draft resolution A/C.2/44/L.31/Rev.2, the
following two new outputs would be added to the programme 01~ "ork for 1990-19911
they would be prepared br the secretariat for the Decade under the general guidance
of the Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation a

(i) Progress report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session on
implementation of the r~solution, including the organizational
arr&ngements made for the Decade, and on the status of existing
international protocols and conventions for mutual assistance in case of
disastersl

(ii) Biennial report to the General Assembly, through the Econ~mic and Social
Council, on the activities for the Decade.

E. Additional reguirements at full cost

8. Should the General Assembly adopt the draft resolution, it is assumed that the
Speci~l High-level Council would meet at Genova for one day on an annual basis,
starting in 1990. The related full cost of provision of conference servicing is
e,timated at $67,700 for the biennium as followsa

eonferenc;;e-serviki.ng_~OJiU:

ll.2.l
$

Q..um!j
tQt_G.l

$

I. Pre-session documentation
(24 pages, 1 document: A,e,E,F,R,S)

II. Meeting servicing
(Interpretation: A,e,E,F,R,S)

Ill. Post-session documentation
(5 pages, 1 document: A,e,E,F,R,S)

Total

19 400 19 (100

9 600 9 800

~(\ _U.Q.Q

J..;L.~J)J2 .J..L.lJ!Q. 6.7 700

I . ..

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



A/C.1/44/L.37/Rev.l
Bn91ilh
Paqe ..

1.2.2..0.
$

1.2.ll
$

GxAnd
totAl

$
"'the, cOital

Travel and daily subsi.tence ~llowance for
6 members of the Special High-level Council 17 400 18 200 as CiaO

9. It is also assumed that the Scientific and Technical Committee on the
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction would mlet at neneva three
time. each year of the bienniuni, for one week per meeting. Thereafter, the
Committee would meet on an ann\:~l basis. The related full cost of provision of
conference servicing is estimat~d at $554,OOO~or the biennium, as followsl

1.2.21
$

s.c1.m.tJ..fu....-md Techlli~al .. Committ.~§:

81 40C 83 000

148 500 152 100

24 600 25 200

--.l2.._iQ..Q 12 8Q.o.

U~_2.Q..Q l~Q. __l.Q_Q ~:2_'LQQQ
~---_._--~ .._._.

IV. Posl-so~sion documentation
(24 pages, 3 documents: A,e,E,F,R,S)

lIT. In-session documentation
(90 pages, 9 documents: A,e,E,F,R,S)

I. Pre-session documentation
(100 pages, 5 documents I A,e,E,F,R,S)

11. Meetings servicing
(lntorpretation: A,e,E,F,R,S)

I. ~la~~l and daiJy subsistence allowance
for 2~ members of the Scientific and
Techni.cal Committee for three weekly
meatings ea.:h yenr of the biennium 267 600 279 000 546 600

11. Travel and daily subsistance allowance
for 2 staff members from Headquarters
for three weeKly meetings each year of
the biennium

T01:al
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10. As indicated hI PJ!l\':'1!l9raph 1 (c) above. the secretari"t for the Decade would be
funded from extrabu<!get: :try (esources and therefore no addi tional resources would be
required for that pur.pose under the regular budget of the United Nations. The
secretariat for the Decade would be respon&ible tor preparing the reports requested
in paragraph 3 abov... and therefore no additional reSOUlces would l>e required for
those activities under the proposed programme ot work tor 1990-1991.

11. It is ~nticlpated. however. that the conference-servicing costs tor meetings
of the Special High-·lev91 Council and the Scientific and Technical Cornmittett for
the International Decaoe for Natural Disaster Reduction would be funded from the
regular budget of the tntted Nations.

12. The estimate. of <:ontt'rence-servicing "lsts shown in section E above.
totalling $6:.!1.700. aut based on the theoret.ical assumption that no part of the
conferenco-servicing rflquirements would ba met from within the permanent
conference-serv~cin9capacity uuder sectiun 29 (Conference and library services) of
the propond programme budget ~or the biennillln 1990-1991 (A/44/6/Rev.l). and that
additional resources w6uld be required for temporary assistance for meetings. The
extent to which the Organization's permanent capacity needs to ba supplemented by
temporary assistance rosources can only be determined in the light of the proposed
calendar of conferences for the biennium 1990~1991. As indicated in section 29.
paragraph 29.5. of the propo8ed programme bujget. however. the lavel of remources
for tamporary assistance for meetings in 1990-1991 was estimated ~n the basi~ of
previous experience te accommodate not only meetings which are programmed, but also
additional meetings. In other words. provision was made in the proposed pro~rarnme

budget not only for meetings known at the time of budget preparation. but also for
meetings that would be authorized oubsequentl~. p~ovided t~at the number and
distribution of mel!ltings and conferences in the biennium 1990-1991 was conshtunt
with tho paltern of 11eetings in past years. On that basis. it is estimated that no
additional resource~ would be required under section 29 of the proposod programme
budget for the biennium 1990-1991 as a result of the adoption of draft resolution
A/C.2/44/L.3 1 /Rev.2.

13. It is anticipated that the requirements ~or travel and per diem of the
meetings of the Special ~igh-level Coupeil and the Scientific and Technical
Committee on the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, included in
section E abc.ve and totalling $602,200 for t.he biennium, would be financed from
extrabudgetary resoll rces. in accordance wi t.ll section ~~ (Fin.me ial arrangements) of
the annex to draft resolution A/C.2/44/L.31/Rev.2, which would recomm r nd that
extrabudgetacy resources be provided for the implemontation of the De~ado.

Therefore, no additional requirements would be requested under the propcsod
programme budget for the biennium 1990-1991 for the ;;'mplernentation of draft.
resolution A/C.2/44/L.31/Rev.2.
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