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Letter dated 7 December 1989 fron the Cbarg6 d'affaires a.i.
of the Permanent Missiou of Panama to the United NaCions

addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the horxour to selrd you the text of the cornmuDiqu6 issueat by the
Government of, the Republic of Panana on 5 Decenber 1989, denouncing and condenning
the appointnenh of a Panamauian citizen, Feraaado Manfredo, as Acting Administrator
of the Panama Canal, with effect from 1 January 1990. The aunouncement was nade by
the Government of the United States of America in flagrant vioLation of
article III, paragraph 3 (c), of the Panama Caaal Treaty and in contravention of
its duty to fulfiL in good faith the obligations assuned und.er the Charter of the
United Natiors,

I should be grateful if you rrould l.ave this letter and its aunex circulated as
a docunent of the General AssembLy under agenda iterns 12, 82 aad 141'

(Siqned) Oscar CEVILLE
A$bassador, Deputy Permattent Representative

Charg6 d'affaires a. i.
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REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION

PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES BETWEEN STATES

Letter dated 7 December 1989 from the Charge d'affaires a.i.
of the Permanent Mission of Panama to the United Nations

addressed to the Secretary General

I have the honour to send you the text of the communique issued by the
Government of the Republic of Panama on 5 December 1989, denouncing and condemning
the appointment of a Panamanian citizen, Fernando Manfredo, as Acting Administrator
of the Panama Canal, with effect from 1 January 1990. The announcement was made by
the Government of the United States of America in flagrant violation of
article Ill, paragraph 3 (c), of the Panama Canal Treaty and in contravention of
its duty to fulfil in good faith the obligations assumed under the Charter of the
United Nations.

I should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annex circulated as
a document of the General Assembly under agenda items 12, 82 and 141.

(Signed) Oscar CEVILLE
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Representative

Charge d'affaires a.i.

89-32147 1374h (E) / ...
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ANNEX

Conmuniqu6 issued by the Government of Panama on 5 Decenber 1989

The Government of Pauama denoulces and condemns before lational and world
public opinion tbe appointment of a Parxamanian uational, Fernando Manfredo, to
serve as Acting Adninistrator of the Panama Cana1 with effect from 1 January 1990,
as announced tottay by the Governmenb of th€ United Stsates

With this appointment, the UDited States Government is attenpting to make the
ltorld believe that it is cornplyiag nith the provisions of the Panama Canal Treaties
sigred in 1977, when in fact it is cornmit.ting a flagrant viotation of these
Treaties, particularly of article III, paragraph 3 (c), the rel.evant text of lrhich
reads as follows l

"Beginning January 1 1990, a Fanamania! national shall be employed as the
Adtninistrator and a natioual of the United States of Anerica sha1I occupv the
position of Deputy Adniaistrator.

Such Panananian nationals

"shall be proposed to the Unieed States of America by the R€public of panama
for appoiutment to such positions by the Urited States of Anerica,,.

Pursuant to that provision of the Treaty and to Act No, t6 of 1989
establishinq the procedure for appoirting the panamaniaa Administrator of the
Panama Caoal, the Panamanian GovernneDt proposed Mr. Tomis Gabriel Altamirano Duque
for that position.

No legal argunent could just.ify any interpretation other than that expressed
with absolute clarity itx the text of the Treaties. It is even $ore inadmissible
that pofitical cons i,aterations or aspersions as to the legitinacy of the panamanian
Government shourd be invoked in order to disregard the u[iced states Government's
obligation duLy to comply faithfulLy and fully lrith the agreed terrns.

The Government of the Rapublic of Panana vigorously protests agaiast this
further violation of the panarna Canal Treaties, which denonstrates the United
States Governmenera scorn for the fundamental. principLes of international latd and
nakes a mockery of, ole of the basic achievenents of the panamanian people
represented in those Treaties.
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ANNEX

Communique issued by the Government of Panama on 5 December 1989

The Government of Panama denounces and condemns before national and world
public opinion the appointment of a Panamanian national, Fernando Manfredo, to
serve as Acting Administrator of the Panama Canal with effect from 1 January 1990.
as announced today by the Government of the United States.

With this appointment, the United States Government is attempting to make the
world believe that it is complying with the provisions of the Panama Canal Treaties
signed in 1977, when in fact it is committing a flagrant violation of these
Treaties, particularly of article Ill, paragraph 3 (c), the relevant text of which
reads as follows:

"Beginning January 1 1990, a Panamanian national shall be employed as the
Administrator and a national of the United States of America shall occupy the
position of Deputy Administrator.

Such Panamanian nationals

"shall be proposed to the United States of America by the Republic of Panama
for appointment to such positions by the United States of America".

Pursuant to that provision of the Treaty and to Act No. 16 of 1989
establishing the procedure for appointing the ~anamanian Administrator of the
Panama Canal, the Panamanian Government proposed Mr. Tomas Gabriel Altamirano Duque
for that position.

No legal argument could justify any interpretation other than that expressed
with absolute clarity in the text of the Treaties. It is even more inadmissible
that political considerations or aspersions as to the legitimacy of the Panamanian
Government should be invoked in order to disregard the United States Governmentls
obligation duly to comply faithfully and fully with the agreed terms.

The Government of the Republic of Panama vigorously protests against this
further violation of the Panama Canal Treaties, which demonstrates the United
States Government's scorn for the fundamental principles of international law and
makes a mockery of one of the basic achievements of the Panamanian people
represented in those Treaties.
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