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LETTER DATED 13 OCTOBER 1980 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 
OF NEW ZEALAND TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE CHAIRMAN 

OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 

Please refer to your note TR130 of 7 August 1980 transmitting the text of 
the resolution on the question of sending visiting missions to Non-Self-Governing 
Territories (A/AC.109/619) adopted hy the Special Committee this year. 

I am pleased, on behalf of the New Zealand Government,, to inform you that 
I have been authorized to extend an invitation for a United Nations mission to 
visit Tokelau in 1981. 

Since the first United Nations mission in 1976, there have been some 
important developments in Tokelau, particularly in relation to its progress 
towards greater self-government and increased economic self-sufficiency. A 
visiting mission next year would provide the occasion for the United Nations 
to take a look at the progress in the Territory generally and also for a 
constructive exchange of views between all parties concerned. 

Our preference would be for the visit to take place in the second half of the 
year to allow time for the detailed preparations which will be required, including 
arranging satisfactory transport to and from Tokelau which, as you will be aware, 
is quite a logistical exercise. I should be pleased to discuss the question of 
timing and other details further with you at your convenience. 

Finally, I should say that we shall be including a reference to inviting a 
visiting mission in our statement on Tokelau in the Fourth Committee on Wednesday, 
15 October. 

(Signed) H. II. FRANCIS 
Permanent Representative 
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