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The World Federation of Unitocl Nations Associations which has 

consultative status (CAt.;-:gory A) 1rith the Economic ana. Social Council has 

submitted for circulation to members of the Sub-Commission, in accordance 

with Economic and Social C'ouncil resolution 288 B (XI) (Part V) J the text of 

the following resolution which wao adopted at the Sixth Plenary Assembly of 

the Federation (Stockh~l.mJ August 1951): 

"NOTIIJC- thn.t thg United. Nations General Assembly already at its 
first sess:i.on in l£lt6 ~:.nanimously adopted resolution 59 (I) stating 
tba t f freed.om o·f in"?or:rr..a tion is a funa.amental :n.1ur:an rir:ht a:..1d is the 
touchstone of all tJ.e freedoms to 'lvhich the United Na tionA is 
consecrated' 

That the Univ0rsal Declaration of Rt~n Rights proclaims 1n 
Article 19: •Everyone has tho right to freedom of opinion and 
ex~ression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without 
interference ani to seek, receive, and j~.part information and ideas 
through al~ media and regardless of frontiero' and 

That in spit,~ of repe!::ttcc1. efforts by the U:1ited. Nations t,-, take 
measures for the protection of this W.L•ni.nouoly agreea.-upon 1 right to 
freedom. of opinion tmd expression1 'by os'tablifJ:b..ing a Convention on 
1!':-.:t?elloru. uf I:Jf0rt:...ti.:;:.:l 1 these efforts have not yet met with success 1 

BELTh'VING that the enactment and.. implementation of a convention 
on freedom of info~~tion would be an im~ortant contribution to peace 
and. interne. tior;Z.l 'J.:lklerstanchng, 
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Tim SIX.TII FLFN .. t\RY ASS»IDLY OF 1</'.FU:NA 1 

REQtJI!STS all n:J.tional Associations to d.o their utmost to avraken public 
/u;::.G.e:t:.·standi~ 
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understanding in their res:pective cou.-·1tries of the issues involved 
and of the urgency of the ado:ption of such a convention and to 
recommend. to their governments to increase their efforts to reach 
agreement on this matter within the United Nations, 

BELIEVTI'IG that it is essential that :.mchinery be established vithin 
tho U:rc:'~_tecl_ HaMons to examine allecations of infringements of the 
fu.~damental rights of freedom of information recognised by the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rir;hts, - . 

RECOI,.ii!lEIIDS tha.t the Economic and Social Council comdder the 
im'1lediate establisbm.ent of an independent corr.a:nittee to examine such 
aJleg'itions. 11 
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