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n'rR0DUCT ION 

~~co•s activities in the field of fl~edom of information sine~ 1~47 

were outlimd in a r~port prepared_ as part of UNESCO 1 e contribution to the 

dooUI!lentation for the SubwCommission 1s Fifth Seaaion (Docu:n:ent E/CN,4/Sub.l/ 

142). Tr...at re:port, in:tf:"lruled for tho 1951 SeaaioJ\ of the Sub-Commission, 

described developments up to Ju.:oo of that year. The Sub-Co:c:mi~sion may, 

therefore, wish to hav~J a eta teme:R.t bringir.!(~ up to date the earlier su:mmar;y of 

Ulll1'SO()ta Afforts in thia field of mutual interest and co-operative action. 

It will be recall~d that the report review~d tm~SC0 1 s activities for 

freedom of information unoer four headings, corresponding to the method.a 

em:ployed: 

I. Sponsorship of international Agreexoonta and recomrr.andationsj . 

II. Joint action with other Aaenciea of the United l'ij"ntions; 

III. Assessing and dtveloping of technical facilities in press, radio 

and film.,; 

IV. Publications on matters related to freedom of information. 

Developments subse~uent to the June 1951 r~port may be considered under 

the B8l!W headi:nes. 

I • Jl\'Pl'ERNATIONAL AGPE.t:.~~'TS AND RECOMl'1EN.nATIONS 

Tm two ID!ESCO·s·:pomored international Aerj;),.,rosnts for the reduction of 

tarii'f and tradg obstacles to the cillj:\lation of ~ducational, scientific and 

cultural matoriala gainc,d new support in the J?eriod unrlar review. By the end 

of February 1952, the Ag!';:!Jemnt for Facilitating the International Circulation 

of Visual and. Aud.itory Materials of and Educational1 Scientific a.rlii Cultural 

Character had be9,n BiSBBd by l8(l) countries; it had been ratified or accap~d 
by si)2). 
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' ' ... ; 

Tpe Acree:'llen.t on tha Importation of Ea.ucationa11 Scientific a;nd, Cultural 

Materials has bean signed to date by 23(3) countries ~ ratified or accepted 

by six(4)., 

(1} 

(2) 

(3} 

(4) 

_ Afglli>nistan 
Brazil 
Can.a.Oa. 
Demnark 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 

El Salvador 
Gro0ce 
Haiti 
Iran 
Lebanon 
Netherlands 

Cambodia, Canada, 

Afghanistan 

Norway, Pakistan, 

Egypt 
.. Belgium. 
Bolivia 
China 
Colombia. 
Dominican Republic 
Equailor 
El Salvador 

France 
Greece 
Guatemala. 
Haiti 
Iran 
Israel 
Lw·:embourg 

Cambodia, Ceylon, Egypt, Thailand, 

Norway 
Pak-istan 
Philippiruia 
United States 
Uruguay 
Yugoslavia. 

Syria, Yugoslavia •. 

. Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Pakistan 
Ph:l,lippines 
Sweeten 
Switzerland 

of America 

Uni te_d . Kingdom. 

Yugoslavia, Pakistan. 

Moreover, a consiClerable number of governments informed UNEsCO that they 
•' . . " ... 

were taking s'Wps to obtain par11~mentary approval of the Agreeinents, ~-- some 

acted fort~1ith to bring their.tariff practices into line with t~e provisions 

of the Agreements. :r:t may, in fact, be hopeCI_ that before the end. of this year, 
. "' ,' . 

each of the two Agreements will ha,ve acquired the ten adherences nece.,ssary for 

it to enter into force. 

COPYRIGHT 

r:J;'he ·lack of universal copyright protection - a. pervasive obs~cle to the 

free flow of information ~ _has ensaged .trnESCO ~s -attention since 1947-. It will 

be recalled that various international committees of copyright experts ma.t unde 

1JNESCO 'a auspices 1 the most. :recent one in Paris .in J\Ule 19~1. The J?.reliminary 

draft of a Universal CoP.yright Conventfon -vms .·· P~J;l8.redt based on the idea that 
. ' . . 

every_ country should accord the same copyright :pro.tection to foreign authors 
. . . . 

and artists as to its own nationals. The final text of the Convention is 
' . . . . 

to be s~bmitted. for. adoption aoo. signature at an i~terGovernmental conference 

1n Geneva 1n August 1~2. 

/COLLECTION OF 
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COLlECTION OF CULTUFAL AGREENENTS 

The texts of some 220 bilateral and multilateral cultural Agreements have 

been published in a loose -leaf collection, to which 80 more will shortly be 

acldeil. These may be of interest to the Sub-00II!misslon in view of the fact that 

the Agreements contain a considerable number of provisions for radio rel~s and 

the exchange of information personnel and press publications. A first generel 

study of the content and geographical :pattern of the existing c~1l t::~.rnl At;reoments 

is to be submitted to the next session of the General Conference of U~£300 1 
together with suggestions of measures to ext0nd the application of the 

Agreements. 

Th'TEBNATIONAL COUPON SCHEME 

Another means c,evisect by m~:r~sco to secm·e freer circulation of eClucational, 

scientific and cultural mc.;.ter~ .. 3 is the Intel'national Coupon Scheme. The 

scheme, it will be rereemberod, helps to overcome cur1~ncy restrictions by 

enabling soft cur1~ncy countries to purchase internationally-valid coupons from 

VJ!lESCO,. These coupons are obtainable against local currency and enable 

institutions and ind1vi0uals of participati:ne; countrieo to buy publications, 

films, or scientific equipment from hal~ currency countries. U1~SCO provides 

a fund of harcl currency for clearing pur:poses. 

The scheme has nO'W been in operation for over three years. By the end 

of Febru.ar"J 1952, 30 countries in Africa, Asia, the MidcUe East, Europe and 

N·."lrth America were participating in the schema as purchasers or suppliers, and 

coupons to a total value of $1,790,000 had been circulate~ .• 

EECOMMEI'IDATIO:NS TO MEMBER STATES 

In response to a aeries of eleven recommendations adopted by the General 

Conference at its Fifth Session, a number of governments have taken stqJS to 

reduce certain economic, aa.ministrative and. legal obstacles to the rooYcz::ent of 

i(leas a.:n.O persons. In addition to a mr1.rked readiness to ad.here to the t\110 

previously-mentioned UNESCO conventions, Member States have responded 

favourably to the other recorn:menctations as well. Details were included in the 

summary report which this brief' statement is inten.'l.ed. to bring up to date. 

To ~uote one striking exam)lc; eleven governuents have reduced pos~al rates 

on printed matter, incll.~i'! inc press publications 1 ana. indicated that they were 

/prepared 
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prepared to apply more vi~aly the system initiated by the Universal Postal 

Union 'Which permits payment in national cu.""Crency at local post offices for 

subscriptions to foreign nev1srar·ers anc. peri'Jclicals. 

The first series of recm• ~"i'UJations having been fulfilled to the extent 

consic_ared. }Jossible by l•Iember L t,ates, the Director-General plans to s~1bmit a 

seconc1_ series of recommenrlations to the forthcomtng session of the General 

Conference of UNESCO in November 1952. These will take account of the 

d.ocumentation prepared. by the Uniten Nationa Secl~tariat for the current 

session of the Sub-Commission. 

II., JOINT ACTION WITH CYrEER AGENCms Oli' THE UNJTED NATIOI'S 

!:)"p..J-versal Postal Union 

The· apparent reac,iness of UNESCO 1s Member States to promote the free flow 

of information through postal cha.tmels induced. lJlllESCO to seek the extension of 

existing d.ispensations lli thin the framework of the Universal Postal Convention. 

Accordingly, twelve proposed amtn5.mertte to the Convention, designed to 

facilitate the international postal riS}18.tch of newspapers, Inagazinoe, boOlCS 

and ed.ucational films, v1ero commend.ed to goverr..ments for submission to the 

Congress of the Universal Postal Union, 'Which will be convene(! in Bl'ussels in 

May of this year. Initial replieo from gov'erP..ments in.C.icate that most, and. 

probably all of the UNESCO-proposed. mr.end.ments will be submitted to the Congress 

for ad_optfon. 

EEGIONAL ECONCMIC CCMHISSIOI.:S 

Progress was also registr ... d~ in the efforts undertaken by UHESCO jointly 

vlith the ree;ional Ec')nomic Commissions of the United Nations to increase the 

availability of educati::-m.al nne_ scientific materials. In response to the 

recommendations of a working-pe.rty sponsorea~ jointly by UilESCO and the Economic 

Commission for Asia and. the Far East, a nu.'l1lber of govermnenta in that X'Elgion 

took steps to include er1ucationa1 and scientific materialo in new traa_e 

ae;reeJI.ents, to increase the proouction of such materials, and to allocate a 

greater Ecmonnt of foreign e:x.chcnge for their purcha~.) abroad. 

In Eur:::>pe, negotiations "'Were ini tiate~l. with t'iw covernments to extend 

creclH facilities to countries in Asia for the pMctu·emmt of urgently needed 

educational items, Fin~J.lly, in Latin America elate vere gathered on the 

/req_uirements 
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. requirements of the countries in that reg:!.on, prior to the convening of a 

working party under the joint mtspices of UNESCO and the Economic Commission 

for Latin America. 

This co-operative endeavour with the Economic Commissions, limited. in 

its first phase to increasing the availability of a number of urgently needea. 

items of scientific equipment ana. audito~J-visual aids to education, will be 

extended, as tho progran:me develops 1 to include press, radio and. film 

equi:pm.ent. 

TEI.ECOMMtiTJICAT IOIB 

As the Sub ~co:n::mission is avare, UNESCO has attemptec., in co-operation 

with the International Telecommunications Union, to help to secure a more 

effective use of telecommunication facilities for the communication of 

information. Thus, with the support of a number of news associations, UNESCO 

urgecl. the International Teltiiph.:me ftr.l.(l. Telegraph Confe:r·ence in Paris 19~·9, to 

accord hiJh priorities and reduced rates for press ~nssages. 

A rare opportunity for action ia presented by the Plenipotentiary 

Conference of the International Telecommunications Union, i·lh:ich is holding 

its first session in five yeal'S in Buenos Aires in October 1952. Proposals 

for revision of the Telecommunications ConYention are beinG formulate(!. for 

submission to the Buenos Aires Conference. These will be \lesigned, as in the 

case of the Universal Postal Convention, mentioned. above, to promote the wiaer 

use of the exjsting facilities for the free flow of infon1ati0n. 

III. ASSESSING AI:.TD DEVELOPJNG 'J'.:ECHIUCAL FACILITIES IN PRESS 1 PA'DIO Al'ID FID-1 

\Hth regard to UNEScors efforts to assess and_ develop technical 

facilities in press, radio and film, it need. o:nly be noted that the vlOrld 

survey, initiated in 1947, "las completed in 19)1, e. total of 156 states ancl 

territories having been coven~•'!.. The :{ifth eni1. last volume 1 on the 1951 

surveys, will be published this yec~. 

PROFESS IOJIJAL TFAJNING 

UNESCO's assistance as regards professio~~l training of information 

personnel incluaea., since .June 1951, the award of five tt.ore fellowships in 

press, radio and film to nationals of Uruguay, Ceylon and Swed.en, making a 

./total of 
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total of 56 fellowships awarded and arl!linjsterea by· IDTESCO since 1947. In 

addition, UNESCO administered three travel.gra:nt8 allocated to Yugoslav radio 

specialists for etudy in ¥!estern Europe; one press fellowship allocated to 

Korea and one for films allocated to Indonesia. 

UNESCO continues to provi(le comprehensive infor:::ll.<ltion on 1ntemat1onal 

study opportunities. Volu.me 4 of 11Study Abroad'', to be published this month, 

lists about 381 000 fellowships, incluc'ling about 50 as available :for work in the 

information field. Of the total number of fellowships listed, many are 

available without restrictions as to study fields and are, therefore, open to 

students in press, radio and film. 

UNESCO has also issue~. "Travel Abroad 11
, a comprehensive document listing 

travel regulations and. facilities for some 90 countries, depend.encies and trust 

territories. 

INTERL1P.TIONAL PFESS TilSTri'UTE 

As regal~.s the International Institute o:f Press and Information, the 

Sub-Commission will be aware _that, folloWing upon UNESCO's initial effort, an 

inde:pendent institute \?as established at Zurich, v7ith which UNESCO maintains 

contact for the exchange of publications and documents. 

NEHSPRTh'T 

The nev1Sprint cris·!s in 1951 led to intensified efforts on the part of 

UNESCO to encourage remedial measures. On the basis of extensive data on 

various aspects of the newsprint problem, Ul~SC0 1 s General Conference, at 

.. 

its Sixth Session, adopted a SJ?Bcial resolution concerning the increased 

production and distribution of newsprint and other printing paper. The 

Director-General communicated. the recom:nAr.dations of the General Conference 

to the 14 States representee on tho Pa:pcr and l:Julp Comni ttee of the · 

International Raw Materials Cor.£erence; he u.lso ap:vealed directly to UNESCO 1 S 

Member States for concerted action to overccme the critical shortage of this 

vital cottmodity. Fifteen States indicated that they had taken, or intended 

to take, appropriate n:easures • 

. Simultaneously, in a special appF,al, the Director~eneral pointed to the 

d.angers _:to educ.ational advancen:ent and information resulting from 'the continued 

newsprint and paper crisis. This appeal was widely publicized in the press, 

radio and ne·Hsreels. 

/At UNESCO's request, 
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At UNESCO's reques:t, the :r..swsprint problem was also . placed on the agenda 

of the 13th session of the Econom+c .and Sqcial Council, which thereupon 
., . 

ac~opted. a resolution calling for increased production and improved world 

distribution •.. Fm·thermore, .the Food. and Af3l"icultural Organization, at its 

Sixth Session, 1951, u.n.enimoualy adopted. a resolution in which a progra:mme 

of ];lractical measures to overcome the newsprint shortage was outlined. In 

particular, Member States were invited t'J av;an themselves of facilities 

offered to them by the enlnrged Technical Aa3istance Plan ~~d to request from 

the FAO expert missions and technical advice on relevant forestry problems and 

on the establishment of nevi paper mills. 

tiNESCO PUBLICATIONS CONCERND.'i'G FREEDC!-1 OF D.lFOPMATION 

In conclusion, the Sub-Commission may wish to be brought up to date on 

recent UNESCO publications concerning freedom of information. Details of 

some 30 of t)lese publjcations have already been brought to its attention in 

previous summaries of u:~SCO's activities. 

''iorld Co:rnmunications", pl.-e:pared by UNESCO at the request of the Sub

Cor~ssion, has appeared in a second Enslish coition and, a first French 

edition, both released. in December 1951. The book has received \dde and 

fr.:.vourable attention in the world :press. Hi thin six weeks follow ins 

publication of its second edition, more than 300 articles and stories a:ppeare~ 

in the newspapers of 20 countries, and, at :present, h~;dreds of articles and 

notices are still reaching UNESCO's attention each week. 

"Newsreels Across the Horld11
, also :prepared for the Sub.-Cornmission, has 

likewise been widely reviewed and cUscussed since the appearance of the 

original French edition in 1951. The first English version of this study of 

the :proi'luction, content and distribution of newsreels will appear 1n March 

or A:pril of this year. 

Among the studies in course of :preparation which are relevant to the 

Sub-Commission's work, are thece: 

"One \leek's News 11
1 a comparative analysis of the way in which 

the major newspa:pers in 17 countries coverecl the news during a one -week 

period. 

/"Telecommunications 
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, "TelE;~communicatio:n.s and the Prees 11
, a study of telecommunications 

_.....,..*·~-.----... - . ,.,...._.,.,.,.-. ..-.' 
systems as a vehicle for the. transmissibn of news; 

11~_!'ffiat1on Acro~l!~rontiers 11 , a graphic study of obstacles to the 

free f;tow of icl_eas; 
.. 

ul'Tewe A§enciea"~ a study of natiorurl and international news agencies; 

and 

· "The Wor~~~~ 1 a study of the structure and· operation of the 

daily and periodical_press. 

oOo 




