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s

Bearing. in mind the regcluticon of the Economic and' Social Council
dated 18 September 1951;

Bearing in mind the memorandum by the Secretary-General in
document E/CN.4/Sub.1/158, ‘

The Sub-Commissicn on Freedom of Information and of the Pregs

Submits to the Economic and Social Council the following

recommendations;

- 1. The Advisory Committees and the Fact-Finding Commission proposed by
the Secretary-General should form a single body consisting of only a small
number of members able, cwing to their Journalistic and political experiencs,
to bring together all the factual material on the state of information in the
present~day world, to add to the studies which the Secretariat would still
continue to make, to receive complainta, and, where necessary, to conduct
enquiries, Thps, the position with regard to fresdom of information in the
various countries would be surveyed periodically. The work would be of a long-
term nature: 1t would be the task of such a body to ascertain the political,
economic and social conditions of freedom of information. It would enlist
the assistance of the specialized agencies, of UNESCO and, where necessary, of
experts. Any chance of achieving rogress, however modest, would be seized.
In this way, all would be resady for taking action when the time is ripe.

\ /2. At the same
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2. ' At the same tims, no means of developing and impfoving the

instruments of information existing today would be neglscted. Everything
posalible would be dons to ensurs the application, even if only plecemeal, of
dralt conventions whioch are pending, and to promote the maximum efficiency

of the psrsonnel of the press and information services. Attention would bs
given to the status of foreign correspondents; regulétions for the granting

of passports and visas; administrative, fiscal and technical facilities;

the international Journalist'!s pass; a clearing fund enabling countries

short of hard currsncles tc raintain a greater number of foreign correspondents;
and the bstter distribution of newsprint and book paper. A list which,

though inccmplete, is ths most detalled available of what could be dons is to be
found in Secretariat document E/CN.4/Sub.1/140. Such a programme can be
achieved only by intsr-governmental agreements and international negotiation.

3 - There are other points in respect of which the professional
assoclations cbuldbmake a contritution: exchangs of memberé'of the personnel
of the press between one country and another, preparation of a programms of
technical assistance, provision cf equipmsnt, rotection of sources,

regional co-ordination of national informstion enterprises, better use of

thelr services. This list is not restrictive.





