
United Nations 

ECONOMIC 
AND 

SOCIAL COUNCIL 

0 311 
Nations Unies 

CONSEIL 
ECONOMIQUE 
E T SOCIAL 

E/C». 12 
15 June 1<&8 

ORIGINAL: SPANISH 

ECOÏÎOMIC CQSJKISSXOB FCK LATI5Í AMERICA 

BBASSOBBB BY HIE OBSERVER 02" TEE FOOD AM) AGRICULTURE 

ORGANIZATION OF TES UNITED MATIONS 

MR. RAYMCKD ETCEATS 

Mr. Chairman: 

I ara here as an observer and I f e e l sone h e s i t a t i o n i n taking the f l o o r . 

My job should be i w r e l y to provide you w i t h some information about the 

a c t i v i t i e s of the Food and Agr icul ture Organization i n L a t i n America. 

At the beginning of t h i s conference I c i r c u l a t e d a report (document 

E/CSf.12/9/ to delegates, summarising our f i r s t modest e f for ts to r a i s e the 

standards of n u t r i t i o n of the population of t h i s vast continent and of the 

Caribbean area, by the development of a g r i c u l t u r a l production and the 

r a t i o n a l d i s t r i b u t i o n of foodstuffs . 

Nevertheless, w i t h your permission, I w i l l out l ine our methods and the 

theory on which our work i s based, w i t h p a r t i c u l a r emphasis on reg ional 

work, the effectiveness of which depends to a great extent on the 

co-operation of the governments represented h i r e .and of the Economic 

Commission for L a t i n America. 

I f you glance through the f i r s t few pages of our report , you w i l l see 

t h a t , i n addi t ion to the t e c h n i c a l conferences already h e l d , i t i s planned 

to hold others i n L a t i n America during the course of t h i s year or at the 

beginning of next. They are the second phase of our work to achieve 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation i n the f i e l d of food and a g r i c u l t u r e . 

The f i r s t phase i s a survey made on the spot by FAO o f f i c i a l s , i n 

contact wi t l i the governments and the reg ional t e c h n i c a l col leges , to decide 

which problems c a l l for the most care fu l study. Fcr instance, the 

conference at. Terezopclin¿ which was made possible by the h o s p i t a l i t y and 

e f fect ive assistance of the B r a z i l i a n Government, was preceded by a tour 

of i n v e s t i g a t i o n by the FAO Director of Forestry and Forest Products. In 

the same way, the Anti-Locust and the Infestat ion Conferences w i l l be 

preceded by t e c h n i c a l surveys made on the spot by FAO experts wi th the 
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assistance of experts from the l o c a l administrat ions. The problems of 

n u t r i t i o n which w i l l be discussed at Montevideo s h o r t l y , were worked 

out i n the same way. 

In t h i s connection I have pleasure i n expressing our gratitude to the 

Governments of B r a z i l , Colombia, Peru and Uruguay i n p a r t i c u l a r for the 

generous assistance they have given and are continuing to give the Food 

and Agr icul ture Organization i n the organization of these conferences. 

The t h i r d phase i s that of a c t i o n , the work of implementing the 

resolutions adopted by the conferences. Delegates f a m i l i a r wi th the- work 

of the Terezopolis Conference know what has been dene along these l i n e s 

both by governments and by the Food er.d Agr icu l ture Organization. Let me 

mention one r e s o l u t i o n which has s p e c i a l importance here as i t deals with 

co l laborat ion between the Food and Agr icu l ture Organisation and the 
i 

Economic Commission for L a t i n America. After requesting governments t o 

submit to the Food anc Agr icul ture Organization reports on t h e i r most 

urgent requirements of material for the better development, u t i l i z a t i o n 

and protect ion of t h e i r forest resources, the Conference suggested "That 

the l i s t s and reports be reviewed and co-ordinated by the Food and 

Agricul ture Organization i n close consultat ion with the Economic Commission 

for L a t i n America or other appropriate i n t e r n a t i o n a l agency with the 

object of preparing a c lear and coherent statemt-nt of the needs of L a t i n 

America and of d i r e c t i n g the a t tent ion of a l l agencies concerned to the 

s p e c i f i c requirements of the Latin-American Countries". 

The problems which are being or have been studied by Latin-American 

experts are world problems, and i t i s a matter for congratulation that a 

Conference on Forestry aúd Forest Products i n L a t i n America should have 

preceded a s i m i l a r conference i n A s i a , that the conference on i n f e s t a t i o n 

can take advantage of the experience recent ly acquired i n Europe, that 

the nutrition Conference at Montevideo ha?, cz i t ? disposal the r e s u l t s of 

the Baguio Conférence (.In the P h i l i p p i n e s ) , and that lut in-American f i s h e r i e s 

experts are i n a 7 0 a i t i o n to examine the structure and operation of the 

Indo-Paci f ic FiEb-.vies Counci l . 

The search for regional solutions must -not prevent d irect co l laborat ion 

between the FAO a^d governments, The delcct-.te fcf Venezuela i s better 

q u a l i f i e d than I to t e l l you auDut the FAO í-íission to Vanesuela. Generally 

speaking, the FAO Missions to Greece, Poland; Slam and Vexiez.uela have 

been very d i f f e r e n t . Our Míesion i n Greece was very general i n character. 

On the other hand, the scope of out- Miss ion to Venezuela, as you can see 

from the report , was very c l e a r l y la. '-l down. They have t h i s i n common: 
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they vere sent at the request of the governments concerned, and were not only 

successful i n making people aware of the problems involved and sometimes 

leading to the adoption of remedial measures i n member countr ies , but a lso 

great ly strengthened the r e l a t i o n s between member governments and the 

.Food and Agr icu l ture Organization. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not wish to exceed my r i g h t s by r a i s i n g questions 

which w i l l be discussed l a t e r . Eowever, i t i s impossible t o separate the 

work of the Food and Agr icul ture Organization from the world food c r i s i s 

and the work of the World Food C o u n c i l , to which the delegate of Chi le 

reJi'erred i n such generous terms. 

While l i s t e n i n g to the speeches of delegates, I bave been impressed 

by the way i n which a general tendency towards planning i s making i t s e l f 

f e l t i n L a t i n America. Not only have delegates referred to the past and 

present s i t u a t i o n , but they have also made spec ia l mention of t h e i r plans 

and programmes for economic development as the only cure for the world food 

c r i s i s . I have been pleased to note that p a r t i c u l a r importance i s 

attached to a g r i c u l t u r e i n t h i s f i e l d . 

In preparing the programme of work of the next Conference of the Food 

and Agr icu l ture Organization, the World Food Council has taken t h i s 

development i n t o account and has decided that the main objective of the 

annual conference of the FAO should be the co-ordinat ion on a reg ional 

and world l e v e l of plans and programmes f o r the production and d i s t r i b u t i o n 

of a g r i c u l t u r a l products. The Secretariat of the Food and Agr icu l ture 

Organization i s now busy making arrangements for the Conference. 

Governments have been requested to send d e t a i l e d reports on t h e i r plans 

and programmes to FAO headquarters before 1 J u l y . May I , Mr. Chairman, 

take t h i s opportunity to urge Governments, through the delegates to t h i s 

Conference, to give us t h e i r support so that the work we have undertaken 

can be successful ly completed? Only they can give us the information 

which w i l l enable us to provide a complete p ic ture of world food and 

a g r i c u l t u r e i n liovember. 

We r e a l i z e the d i f f i c u l t i e s . We know that every a g r i c u l t u r a l p lan 

i s based on s t a t i s t i c s and that a g r i c u l t u r a l s t a t i s t i c s are notor iously 

u n r e l i a b l e . However, we are prepared to give Governments a l l the 

assistance we poss ibly can. Missions have already been sent out to 

organize the 1950 a g r i c u l t u r a l census, wi th the f u l l co-operation of the 

Inter-American I n s t i t u t e of S t a t i s t i c s . Moreover, as a long-term prospect, 

the FAO attaches great importance to the establishment of t r a i n i n g centres 

for a g r i c u l t u r a l s t a t i s t i c i a n s . The delegate of Mexico, who has so 
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e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y devoted himself to the improvement of a g r i c u l t u r a l 

s t a t i s t i c s i n h is own country and, through the Food and Agr icu l ture 

Organization, throughout L a t i n America, has played a great part i n t h i s 

work and knows a l l the d e t a i l s of i t . 

A statement of the functions and a c t i v i t i e s of the Food and 

Agr icu l ture Organization i n L a t i n America would be unfa ir and incomplete 

without spec ia l mention of the admirable work accomplished by the 

National Food and Agr icu l ture Organization Commissions. I t would also be 

unfa ir and incomplete were I to omit to mention the c o r d i a l welcome and 

perfect co-operation I have received i n t h i s country from the Chilean 

National Food and Agr icu l ture Organization Commission and from i t s 

chairman, Mr. Earraza Quiroga. 


