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AGENDA ITEM 50 

Elimination of all forms of racial discrimination 
(continued) (A/8660-S/10528, A/8703, chap. XIV, 
sect. B; A/8767, A/8768 and Add.l, A/8773, A/8779, 
A/8789, A/8805 and Add.l, A/C.3/629, E/CN.4/1093 
and Add.l-6): 

(a) Reports of the Secretary-General under General 
Assembly resolutions 2784 (XXVI) and 2785 
(XXVI); 

(b) Report of the Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination; 

(c) Status of the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimina
tion: report of the Secretary-General; 

(d) Draft convention on the suppression and punish
ment of the crime of apartheid 

GENERAL DEBATE (continued) 

1. Mrs. BEHANZIN (Togo) recalled that since its 
inception the United Nations had been considering the 
question of the elimination of all forms of racial dis
crimination and had condemned racism and colo
nialism. Nevertheless, it was regrettably a fact that 
some Member States persisted in ignoring the Charter, 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
resolutions of the United Nations and were helping 
to prolong the disgraceful scourge of apartheid and 
racial discrimination. In Asia, Africa, Oceania and the 
Americas, racial discrimination in its various forms 
was inflicting great suffering on the people who were 
victims of such practices. In certain areas of Africa, 
the African people were being prevented from living 
in and freely developing their ancestral lands. The 
oppressors were persecuting and repressing them 
under the pretext of having settled those lands some 
centuries earlier. Other peoples were suffering dis
crimination or racial intolerance because they were 
weak and did not have advanced resources for develop
ment. 

2. Her delegation condemned all forms of racial dis
crimination and reaffirmed her country's solidarity 
with those who were struggling to free themselves from 
the yoke of colonialism. During the International Year 
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Dis
crimination, the Government of Togo had associated 
itself with the international community in expressing 
its willingness to contribute to the campaign against 
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that scourge and had on l September 1972 acceded 
to the International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination. Her delegation 
likewise supported the proclamation of a Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
and considered that the time had come to move from 
talk to decisive and effective action. In that connexion, 
she recalled that an African Head of State had very 
wisely observed that it was not those who possessed 
great economic resources and means of destruction 
who would bring peace and security to the world, but 
rather those who loved their fellow-men and made 
every effort to give them peace without distinction as 
to race, culture or level of political, social or economic 
development. 

3. In the struggle for the elimination of racial dis
crimination, the United Nations should continue to 
raise its voice in energetic denunciation of the hotbeds 
of racism or of oppression which existed and should 
continue to take decisive and effective punitive 
measures, using all available means. 

4. Mr. MA TEOS CICERO (International Labour 
Organisation), replying to a question put by the rep
resentative of Greece at the 1916th meeting concerning 
the ILO's programmes and plans for the Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 
stated that the ILO, acting within its sphere of com
petence, had undertaken a permanent programme to 
combat discrimination, within the framework of which 
available resources were utilized in accordance with 
the guidelines set by the legislative bodies of the 
agency, in particular the Committee on Discrimination 
of the Governing Body. In that regard, he drew the 
attention of the members of the Committee to the note' 
which the Secretary-General had submitted to the 
twenty-fifth session of the Sub-Commission on Preven
tion of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, 
containing the outline of a long-term programme of 
international action to combat racism and Racial Dis
crimination, an appendix to which contained some' 
observations by the ILO with regard to its possible 
contribution to the proposed Decade. Those observa
tions referred in a general way to the activities of the 
ILO which might constitute an appropriate contribu
tion to the Decade and, in particular, to the continuing 
programme of activities for the elimination of discrimi
nation in employment and occupation. In addition, it 
was stated that the possibility of developing specific 
activities co-ordinated with those of the United Nations 
should be examined within the framework of that con
tinuing programme. Any further information concern-
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ing the Decade would be brought to the attention of 
the Governing Body of the ILO, through its Committee 
on Discrimination, so as to enable it to consider the 
measures which might be called for in that field. 

5. Mr. NENEMAN (Poland) said that the economic 
discrimination practised against the black population 
of South Africa and Southern Rhodesia constituted the 
crux of the problem of apartheid and racial dis
crimination. One could regard the black population in 
those territories as the proletariat, whereas the white 
minority was identified with the capitalistic exploiters. 
In that way, social and class division was for all prac
tical purposes the same. It was therefore no wonder 
that certain Western States, particularly members of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, were in contra
vention of many General Assembly appeals and recom
mendations and were collaborating with their class 
brothers-the racist and colonial regimes in southern 
Africa. 

6. Poland was strictly complying with all Security 
Council and General Assembly resolutions relating to 
the problem of apartheid and racial discrimination, and 
did not maintain diplomatic, economic, cultural or 
other relations with the Republic of South Africa. 
Neither did Poland recognize the illegal racist regime 
in Southern Rhodesia, nor had it established relations 
of any kind with that regime. Poland had also made 
public its condemnation of the colonial policy of the 
Government of Portugal. In pursuance of its policy 
of providing support to all peoples struggling for 
freedom, national independence and the elimination 
of all forms of racial discrimination, Poland had ren
dered and would continue to render the nec6ssary sup
port to such peoples in their just and legitimate struggle 
against racial and colonial oppression. In that spirit, 
his delegation welcomed the idea of launching a sus
tained international action to combat racism on the 
basis of a Decade for Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination. 

7. His delegation strongly supported the preparation 
of international instruments relating to crimes against 
humanity and wished to recall that the draft text of 
the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory 
Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Human
ity (see General Assembly resolution 2391 (XXIII)), 
article 1 of which defined apartheid as a crime against 
humanity, had been adopted by the Third Committee 
on the initiative of his delegation. He therefore hoped 
that the Decade would be marked by the adherence 
of many other countries, particularly African, Asian 
and Latin American countries, to that Convention. His 
delegation also endorsed the initiative taken jointly by 
the Republic of Guinea and the USSR in preparing 
a draft convention on the suppression and punishment 
of the crime of apartheid (A/8768, annex I), since it 
strongly believed that the adoption of such a conven
tion would constitute an important step towards the 
final eradication of the policy of apartheid. 

8. Mr. WILSON (Liberia), referring to the interna
tional instruments on human rights and fundamental 
freedoms adopted by the United Nations since its in-

ception, said that no one could deny that the United 
Nations had done admirable work in establishing some 
moral and legal standards for the protection of human 
rights. The positive significance of the Universal Decla
ration of Human Rights and the International Conven
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimi
nation could not be minimized. The fact still remained, 
however, that the stubborn persistence of racial dis
crimination in the world was continuing to be a source 
of conflict and frustration between nationals of the 
same State and a cause of bitterness between whites 
and non-whites all over the world. That shameful social 
phenomenon appeared in its most abhorrent form in 
what was called the Apartheid Empire, which consisted 
of Angola, Guinea (Bissau), Mozambique, Rhodesia 
and South Africa. 

9. His delegation was gravely concerned about the 
policies of some Western nations towards the colonial 
and racist minority regimes in the Apartheid Empire. 
Some of those policies were characterized by equivoca
tion and contradiction. For example, while some West
em countries categorically condemned apartheid and 
racial discrimination, they continued to support th(.; 
Apartheid Empire with massive investments. In an arti
cle in the July/ August/September 1972- issue of the 
magazine Objective: Justice, Mr. Sean Gervasi said 
that by signing the renegotiation of the Azores base 
agreement, the Portuguese Government had obtained 
half of the foreign exchange it would need for the next 
two years to fight its wars in Africa. That was in 
accordance with the strategic plans of Western inter
ests, the basic assumptions of which, according to Mr. 
Gervasi, were: first, the confrontation over apartheid 
and white rule was a threat to Western interests in 
Africa; secondly, Western interests must be protected 
so as to ensure political stability in the region; thirdly, 
all possible assistance should therefore be rendered 
to the white regimes in order to strengthen them; 
fourthly, that should be done as quietly and as dis
creetly as possible in order to prevent any domestic 
political opposition from interfering with the execution 
of that policy. Those elements explained why some 
permanent members of the Security Council had 
refused to implement Security Council resolution 282 
(1970), which called upon all States to strengthen the 
arms embargo by implementing it fully against South 
Africa unconditionally and without reservations what
soever. 

10. It should further be pointed out that the sanctions 
against Southern Rhodesia had been violated not only 
by permanent members of the Security Council but 
also by non-permanent members. The principal reason 
was the fact that some Member States were not pre
pared to make the necessary sacrifices to abide by 
the principles of the Charter and to implement United 
Nations resolutions which were not entirely in their 
national interest. It was also worth while pointing out 
that the Newsletter of the Secretary-General of the 
World Federation of United Nations Associations of 
May-August 1972 stated that resolutions adopted by 
the United Nations were nothing more than a kind 
of international demagogy unless Member States 
implemented them. The Newsletter listed some dis-
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graceful cases of international hypocrisy concerning 
the support received by colonialist n!gimes and those 
which practise apartheid and racial discrimination in 
southern Africa, and it was said that such hypocrisy 
was one of the major factors contributing to the weak
ness of the United Nations on the one hand and the 
disillusionment with the United Nations on the other. 
Emperor Haile Selassie had expressed similar views 
before the Security Council in Addis Ababa at its 1627th 
meeting, on 28 January 1972, when he had said that 
the League of Nations had suffered a premature death 
because of its inability to live up to the principles of 
its Covenant and had warned that the United Nations 
clearly stood to be judged before the collective con
science of humanity on the issues of colonialism and 
racism. 

11. Mr. SAYAR (Iran) emphasized the importance 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
considerable progress made during the 25 years since 
its adoption, especially in the approval of international' 
instruments such as the International Covenants on 
Human Rights, the Declaration of the Rights of the 
Child and the International Convention on the Elimina
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, to which 
his country had acceded on 29 August 1968. 

12. Iran had never experienced racial discrimination; 
since the earliest times it had been a nation whose cul
ture and ethos were grounded in man, without distinc
tion as to race, creed or colour. The first Declaration 
of Human Rights had been proclaimed by Cyrus the 
Great in 525 B.C. The Persian Constitution of 1906 
provided for the equality of all Iranian citizens before 
the law, in the administration of justice and education, 
and guaranteed the rights of religious minorities, 
authorizing them to maintain their own schools. 
Recently Iranian law had been amended so as to recog
nize the equal rights of spouses and to grant full political 
rights to Iranian women, a number of whom already 
occupied posts as teachers, deputies, senators and even 
ministers. Under the Iranian Labour Code, which was 
based on ILO conventions and recommendations, all 
forms of discrimination in employment, remuneration, 
trade union rights and social benefits were strictly pro
hibited. Those facts showed clearly that the principles 
embodied in the International Convention on the Elimi
nation of All Forms of Racial Discrimination had 
already been applied in Iran long before it had become 
a party to that Convention. For that reason, Iran had 
always joined with other Members of the United 
Nations in condemning all forms of racial discrimina
tion and lack of respect for human dignity. 

13. His delegation regarded apartheid as the most 
humiliating form of racial discrimination and for that 
reason had been in favour of adopting an international 
instrument on the suppression and punishment of 
apartheid, at the twenty-eighth session of the Commis
sion on Human Rights. In order to combat the scourge 
of apartheid, it was necessary on the one hand to con
demn its practitioners and on the other to carry out 
an education campaign to root out the prejcdices on 
which racial discrimination was based. In that con
nexion, the Office of Public Information of the United 

Nations was performing positive and useful work, espe
cially with respect to the implementation of General 
Assembly resolution 2785 (XXVI). The quarterly publi
cation Objective: Justice was also extremely useful. 
On the other hand, it was regrettable that the report 
of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Dis
crimination2 was not yet available; that report would 
no doubt be very valuable. Referring to the Interna
tional Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination, he urged those countries which 
had not yet acceded to that instrument to do so as 
soon as possible. 

14. With regard to the reports of the Secretary
General under General Assembly resolutions 2784 
(XXVI) and 2785 (XXVI), (see A/8805 and Add.l), 
which his delegation had studied carefully, he observed 
that Iran had voted for those two resolutions and had 
always supported efforts aimed at increasing the effec
tiveness and broadening the scope of the struggle 
against all forms of racial discrimination, apartheid and 
colonialism; for that reason, it considered the draft 
programme for a decade for action to combat racism 
and racial discrimination (A/8805, annex) to be highly 
appropriate. In that connexion, it should be borne in 
mind that the world-wide dissemination in all languages 
of the studies which had been carried out and had 
demonstrated the falseness of the theories of racial 
superiority would be a help in dispelling the prejudices 
on which discrimination was often based. The study 
entitled Racial Discrimination~ prepared by Mr. Santa 
Cruz and the findings of the meeting of experts con
vened by UNESCO in Paris in September 1967 to study 
questions relating to racial discrimination could be par
ticularly useful in that respect. The programme should 
also emphasize the importance of the dissemination 
by all communications media of the UNESCO sugges
tions for the inclusion in school curricula of kits aimed 
at combating racism, with the aim of reaching the young 
people of the world. 

15. His de~egation had listened with interest to the 
statement made by the representative of UNESCO 
(1916th meeting) and congratulated her on her con
structive report and the excellent suggestions which 
it contained. He also thanked the representative of 
the ILO for his statement and emphasized the impor
tant role played by the ILO in the promotion of human 
economic and social rights and the struggle against 
all forms of discrimination in social matters. 

16. In conclusion, he assured members of the Com
mittee that his delegation would always be willing to 
support resolutions aimed at eliminating racial discrimi
nation in all its forms and in favour of the peoples 
of Africa, who were suffering from injustice and 
oppression. 

17. Mr. KRUMIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Repub
lics) said that, under the principles embodied in the 
Charter, the United Nations had a duty to put an end 
to apartheid and all forms of racial discrimination, 

2 Document A/8718, subsequently issued. 
'United Nations publication, Sales No. E.71.XIV.2. 
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exploitation and colonialism. He recalled Security 
Council resolution 310 (1972), which condemned the 
repressive measures taken against the African 
labourers in Namibia and called upon the Government 
of South Africa to end those measures immediately 
and to abolish any system of labour which might be 
in conflict with basic provisions of the Universal Decla
ration of Human Rights. In the same resolution, the 
Council reaffirmed that the continued occupation of 
the South African authorities in Namibia was illegal 
and detrimental to the interests of the people of 
Namibia, and created conditions detrimental to the 
maintenance of peace and security in the region. The 
Council therefore called upon South Africa to with
draw immediately its police and military forces and 
its civilian personnel from the Territory of Namibia. 
At its nineteenth ordinary session, held at Rabat 
in June 1972, the Council of Ministers ofthe Organiza
tion of African Unity, in its resolution on apartheid 
and racial discrimination had also reaffirmed its deter
mination to put an end to those hateful practices. 

18. Nevertheless, racist regimes practising apartheid 
continued to exist, and such regimes were becoming 
a threat to peace and security in southern Africa. 
The fundamental reason why the many resolutions of 
various United Nations organs produced little or no 
results, was that South Africa ignored them and South 
Africa's allies disregarded them and continued to pro
vide support and economic and military assistance to 
the racist regime in Pretoria. Accordingly, while the 
main responsibility lay with South Africa, all those 
who continued to trade with it were also accomplices 
in its crimes. All those abuses formed part of a plan 
of expioitation and oppression in which racism was 
used as a weapon of aggression and imperialist reac
tion. 

19. In 1971, at a time when the great majority of States 
were studying the possibility of celebrating an Interna
tional Year for Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination, the United Kingdom had concluded 
a treaty with Ian Smith, a so-called "solution to the 
constitutional conflict", which was a provocation to 
the African people. Also in 1971, the United Kingdom 
had vetoed a Security Council resolution4 on the prob
lem of Southern Rhodesia and in 1972 the United King
dom had even vetoed two Security Council resolutions5 

on Rhodesia. The United States Congress had decided 
to raise the embargo on chrome imports and the Con
servative Government of the United Kingdom had 
resumed the sale of arms to Pretoria. All those actions 
served to strengthen the position of those racist regimes 
and to support the Portuguese colonialists as well. 

20. From all those facts, it was very clear that interna
tional undertakings meant nothing to the imperialist 
Powers, which very easily forgot the suffering of mil
lions of human beings and the lofty ideals of the Univer-

4 Official Records of the Security Council, Twenty-sixth Year, Sup
plement for October, November and December 1971, document 
S/10489. 

5 Ibid., Twenty-seventh Year, Supplement for January, February 
and March 1972, document S/10606; and ibid., Supplement for July, 
August and September 1972, document S/10805/Rev.l. 

sal Declaration of Human Rights when their interests 
were at stake. It was those Powers that were supplying 
arms to the racist armies: it was a well-known fact 
that weapons were being manufactured in South Africa 
under Western licences and that Pretoria was already 
considering the possibility of exporting napalm bombs, 
grenades and munitions of all kinds. Presumably, the 
major recipients of those exports would be Southern 
Rhodesia and the Territories under Portuguese 
domination, where the weapons would be used to keep 
the peoples in servitude. Far from slackening their 
efforts, the racists were stepping up their repressive 
measures more and more: in Southern Rhodesia, meet
ings were now prohibited under penalty of immediate 
detention and trial under the repressive laws of the 
illegal regime. The South African Government for its 
part had decided to establish a further six Bantustans 
in order to fragment the population even more and to 
intensify racism. The attitude of the Portuguese colo
nialists was explained by the aid they received from 
capitalist States whose monopolies were exploiting the 
wealth of Mozambique, Angola and Guinea (Bissau). 
In 1971, the inflow of foreign capital to those Territories 
had been twice as great as in the previous year. 
Moreover, English banks had made sizable loans to 
South Africa. All those facts revealed the close co
operation maintained by those States with the racist 
regimes in all areas and the reason for which the 
imperialist Powers opposed United Nations action. 

21. At the same time, the links between the South 
African racists and international zionism were growing 
stronger and stronger. First the two regimes had pro
claimed their spiritual ties, citing the fact that both were 
surrounded by hostile, inferior majorities; later, the 
expansion of trade between Israel and South Africa 
had demonstrated the wish of both countries to base 
their political alliance on a firm economic foundation. 
It was clear that behind all that activity lay an anti
African conspiracy. 

22. The International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination was unquestion
ably one of the most important documents of the United 
Nations. However, it was a regrettable fact that not 
all States had acceded to that instrument-for instance, 
Australia, Belgium, Israel, Italy, New Zealand, the 
United States and others had not done so. Accordingly, 
the General Assembly should call upon those States 
to accede to the Convention. The Soviet people for 
its part had always supported the principle of the equal
ity of all men, regardless of race or nationality. Lenin 
had affirmed that the interests of the proletariat in all 
parts of the world should take precedence over nation
ality and Soviet law was based on that notion. Con
sequently, enlightened proletarians had sought to 
eliminate chauvinism, national pride, anti-semitism, 
zionism and all false concepts barring the way to the 
triumph of equality. 

23. The Soviet Union followed a policy of peace; 
it was fighting for the Leninist principles of equality 
and against all forms of racist oppression, so as to 
counter the forces of imperialism and reaction. It had 
not only given proof of that policy by repeatedly sup-
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porting the decisions of the General Assembly, the 
Economic and Social Council and the Security Council, 
but it had also started the negotiations which had led 
to many of those decisions. Needless to say, the Soviet 
Government had always scrupulously fulfilled the 
Security Council resolutions concerning sanctions 
against Southern Rhodesia. In that context, he recalled 
that Mr. Brezhnev, during the XXIVth Congress of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, had stated 
that effective implementation must be given to those 
United Nations resolutions aimed at the elimination 
of the colonial and racist regimes which still existed 
and that all manifestations of racism and colonialism 
must be boycotted and condemned. 

24. Finally, he noted that during the twenty-sixth ses
sion of the General Assembly his delegation, together 
with the delegation of Guinea, had submitted a draft 
convention on the suppression and punishment of the 
crime of apartheid. He hoped that the current session 
would see the adoption of the draft (A/8768, annex 
1), which would make a great contribution to the task 
of eliminating racial discrimination. 

25. Mr. DE LA TAILLADE (France) said that under 
the Charter of the United Nations and the Univer
sal Declaration of Human Rights the organi
zation must consider the struggle against racism 
as one of its main objectives. The world situation 
showed that on many occasions the fundamental princi
ples governing the international community were vio
lated, if not deliberately ignored. His delegation con
demned all such abuses against human dignity and 
recalled that the doctrines inspiring racist regimes were 
completely false, as had been proved by the studies 
made by UNESCO and many scholars. It was indeed 
well known that racist doctrines had no biological 
foundation and that the reason for their existence was 
found only in the minds of men. Although all racist 
manifestations were hateful, the most misguided of 
them was certainly apartheid. Once more he con
demned that policy, which was so contrary to the duties 
of respect for human beings, since he considered that 
apartheid was the embodiment of the racism which 
Mr. Pompidou had described as being the scourge of 
the century, the most distressing form of human con
tempt. 

26. The French Government was particularly con
cerned about the humanitarian consequences of the 
policy of apartheid; for that reason, it had voted in 
favour of General Assembly resolution 2054 B (XX), 
which established a United Nations Trust Fund for 
South Africa to provide assistance to the victims of 
that system of discrimination. On the occasion of the 
International Year for Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination, in 1971, France had contributed 
an additional sum of $20,000. In the same year it had 
contributed $100,000 to the United Nations Educa
tional and Training Programme for Southern Africa 
and in the current year it had decided to make a further 
contribution of $100,000, which made it the second 
largest contributor to the Programme. Needless to say, 
the prohibition of racial discrimination was entrenched 
in the French Constitution, laws and customs, while 

French people, by their nature and education, rejected 
prejudices of race or colour. He recalled, in that con
nexion, the activities undertaken in France in 1971, 
and particularly the French Government's accession 
to the International Convention on the Elimination of 
all Forms of Racial Discrimination. It had previously 
drafted a bill adapting its domestic legislation to the 
Convention and the bill had b._en unanimously adopted 
by Parliament in 1972. 

27. A campaign of information and education to 
inform world public opinion of the evils of racism would 
greatly contribute to the elimination of that scourge. 
Therefore, during the twenty-eighth session of the 
Commission on Human Rights, his delegation had 
voted in favour of resolution 1 (XXVIII),6 although 
with some reservations; it had thus proved its willing
ness to accept any suggestions aimed at the elimination 
of racial discrimination and consonant with the princi
ples of the Charter. 

28. Mr. BELTRAN (Uruguay) said that his country 
rejected racial discrimination and all practices or sys
tems which accepted or tolerated it. Uruguay had 
ratified the International Convention on the Elimina
tion of all Forms of Racial Discrimination in August 
1968; it had also been the first, among the three 
countries which had done so, to make the declaration 
provided for in article 14, recognizing the competence 
of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimi
nation to receive and consider communications from 
any persons claiming to be victims of racial dis
crimination. 

29. He supported the launching of the Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
on 10 December 1973 and the general lines of the pro
gramme for the Decade; dissemination and education, 
together with co-ordination of efforts by the United 
Nations and its specialized agencies, would be the basic 
strategy for a final elimination of racial discrimination. 
Furthermore, although he understood and shared the 
impatience expressed by other delegations in the fact 
of the persistence of racial discrimination, he was 
firmly convinced that world opinion, once it had been 
mobilized by the United Nations, would bring about 
an end to discriminatory practices and systems. 

30. With regard to apartheid in particular, he did not 
reject the idea of an international criminal jurisdiction 
to punish that crime; however, adequate use was not 
yet being made of the standards-which many States 
had already accepted and ratified-laid down in the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination. Furthermore it was 
imperative, in any penal formulation, to have a very 
precise definition of criminal conduct and precon
stituted, independent courts, as well as procedural 
safeguards. 

31. Finally, he noted that there were other human 
rights, which were violated every day and that there 
also existed other types of discrimination, such as 

6 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 7, chap. XIII. 
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ideological, political or religious. discrimination, 
although certainly none was more odtous than the one 
based on colour of skin. He hoped that the Decade 
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina
tion would not have to be followed by another decade 
to end the other types of discrimination and fully to 
enforce the rights inherent in the dignity. of human 
beings, free from racial, political or economtc tyranny. 

32. Miss ILIC (Yugoslavia) said that for more than 
25 years the U!lite~ ~at~ons. had ?een struggling to 
combat racial dtscnmmatton m all tts forms and man
ifestations; nevertheless, the desired results had .not 
been obtained because some Members of the Organtza
tion refused to comply scrupulously with the commit
ments they had undertaken in complian~e with t~e 
Charter. That applied especially to the pohcy of ractal 
discrimination practised by the Government of South 
Africa which was in flagrant violation of the Charter, 
of the 'universal Declaration of Human Rights and of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples. The countries which 

maintained diplomatic, economic and other relations 
with South Africa were certainly strengthening and 
supporting that regime. 

33. There was no doubt that more effective measures 
were needed to put an end to racist practices; she there
fore agreed that the Decade for Action to Co.mbat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination should be launched 
on the day marking the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. She also sup
ported the immediate adoption of ~n int~rnational c.on
vention on the suppression and pumshment of the cnme 
of apartheid. Her country would continue to champion 
the full implementation of all United Nations resolu
tions and international instruments aimed at combating 
racial discrimination and to extend moral and material 
assistance to the peoples of southern Africa who were 
fighting racism and apartheid and all other forms of 
racial discrimination and colonialism. 

The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m. 




