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Chairman: Mrs. Mara RADIC (Yugoslavia). 

Statement by the Chairman 

1. The CHAIRMAN said that she was very touched by 
the honour the General Assembly had done her in 
electing her Chairman of the Third Committee, and 
thanked the delegations of Morocco, Pakistan and 
Czechoslovakia for having submitted or seconded her 
nomination. She greatly appreciated the tribute which 
had thus been paid to her country for the efforts it 
was making on behalf of peaceful coexistence and 
social progress. 

2. The list of items referred to the Third Committee 
by the General Assembly was quite long, but experience 
had shown that, with the goodwill of all delegations, 
even the most difficult questions could be dealt with 
successfully. She hoped that on the eve of International 
Year for Human Rights the Third Committee would 
be able to make substantial progress. 

[lection of the Vice-Chairman 

3, Mr. PINERA (Chile) said that one of the members 
of his delegation had been a candidate for the office 
of Vice-Chairman, but that since the chairmen of the 
five main regional groups had agreed to support the 
nomination of the representative of a European coun
try, he had agreed to stand down. 

4. Mr. UGGELDAHL (Finland) thanked the Chilean 
delegation for its decision, which demonstrated a very 
laudable spirit of compromise. 

5. Mr. JHA (India) nominated Mr. Nettel (Austria) 
for the office of Vice-Chairman. 

6. Mr. WAHLUND (Sweden) and Mr. BAHNEV (Bul
garia) supported the nomination. 

Mr. Nettel (Austria) was elected Vice-Chairman by 
acclamation. 

Election of the Rapporteur 

7. Begum ISA (Pakistan) nominated Mr. A. A. 
Mohammed (Nigeria) for the office of Rapporteur. 
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8. Mr. HOVEYDA (Iran), Mr. ALISA (Iraq) and 
Mrs. REGENT-LECHOWICZ (Poland) supported the 
nomination. 

Mr. A. A. Mohammed (Nigeria) was elected Rap
porteur by acclamation. 

Organization of work (A/C.3/603, AjC.3/L.1436) 

9. The CHAIRMAN drew the Committee's attention 
to the letter dated 25 September 1967 from the 
President of the General Assembly to the Chairman 
of the Third Committee (A/C.3/603) which listed 
the items that had been referred to the Committee, 
With regard to the order in which items should be 
taken up, she referred the Committee to paragraphs 9 
to 11 of her note (A/C.3/L.1436). With regard to 
agenda item 12 (Report of the Economic and Social 
Council (chaps. XI, XII, XIV (sects. I, Ill, IV, V and 
VII), XV and XVII)), she drew the Committee's atten
tion to paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 of her note and suggested 
that the Committee might consider the various sections 
of the report which were before it simultaneously 
with the various items on the agenda relating to thos:3 
sections. 

10. Mr. SCHREIBER (Secretariat) welcomed the 
members of the Committee on behalf ofthe Secretary
General. 

11. The items on the Committee's agenda could be 
broken down into three categories: the report of the 
Economic and Social Council, miscellaneous questions 
and questions relating to human rights. 

12. Of the chapters of the report of the Economic 
and Social Council assigned to the Third Committee, 
chapter XI, concerning social questions, contained 
four sections. Section I relating to social development 
could be considered at the same time as item 49, 
and section II relating to housing, building and planning 
at the same time as item 51. As to section III, con
cerning population, the Secretariat would be able to 
amplify the report of the Economic and Social Council 
with regard to population questions in November, 
since the Population Commission was to meet in 
October. Section IV of chapter XI covered the report 
of UNICEF. It was the Committee's practice to devote 
one meeting to considering the problems of UNICEF, 
and Mr. Labouisse, Executive Director of UNICEF, 
intended to make a statement to the Committee at 
that meeting; however, since he would be absent from 
New York until the middle of November on official 
business, it would be preferable to defer taking up 
that section until the second half of November. 

13. Chapter XII of the Economic and Social Council 
report concerned human rights. Several of the points 
dealt with in that chapter were included as separate 
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items in the Third Committee's agenda. The same 
was not true, however, for such questions as the 
periodic reports on human rights, and certain ques
tions relating to the status of women and advisory 
services. 

14. Section I of chapter XIV of the Economic and 
Social Council report coverE'd the report of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, which was 
also before the Committee under agenda item 50. 

15. Chapter XVII dealt with the development and co
ordination of the activities of the organizations within 
the United Nations system, placing them in their 
proper context. 

16. With regard to the miscellaneous questions before 
the Committee, item 49 (World social situation) should 
be given high priority in accordance with the wish 
expressed by the Third Committee itself at the last 
session. The Assembly would not have the triennial 
general report on the world social situation before it 
until its twenty-third session. However, the Secre
tary-General was submitting a report on the imple
mentation of General Assembly resolution 2215 (XXI) 
to the current session. It wouldprobablybepreferable 
not to take up that item before November, since 
various bodies concerned with social matters were 
to meet in October. With regard to item 50 (Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees), 
the General Assembly had decided in resolution 1783 
(XVII) to review at the present session, in addition to 
the report of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees, the general question of the continuation 
of the Office of the High Commissioner, whose term 
would expire at the end of 1968. It would also be 
preferable not to take up item 51 (Housing, building 
and planning) before November, since the Committee 
on Housing, Building and Planning was to meet in the 
second half of October. Item 52 (Town twinning as a 
means of international co-operation) was a question 
that was also raised in the report of the Economic 
and Social Council, and the relevant documentation 
was now ready. He had no suggestions to make 
regarding the priority which should be given to that 
item. 

17. With regard to the questions relating to human 
rights that were before the Committee, he first 
referred to item 53 (Draft Declaration on the Elimi
nation of Discrimination against Women) and recalled 
that at its twentieth session the Commission on the 
Status of Women had put the final touches to the text 
of the draft Declaration which had been transmitted 
to the Assembly by the Economic and Social Council 
without any substantive changes, although with a 
certain number of proposed amendments. The Third 
Committee could accordingly proceed to make a 
thorough examination of the draft Declaration to 
which the Assembly had decided at its last session 
to give high priority. 

18. Regarding item 54 (Elimination of all forms of 
religious intolerance), he recalled that the General 
Assembly had been unable to consider the draft 
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Religious Intolerance since its nineteenth session. 
The Commission on Human Rights had examined 
and added to the draft Convention but entrusted the 

drafting of the implementation clauses and final 
clauses to the Third Committee, which had more 
experience in that field. Item 54 could be given high 
priority since, in accordance with an earlier decision 
of the General Assembly, the two drafts would have 
to be considered and approved before the beginning 
of the International Year for Human Rights. 

19. Item 55 (Elimination of all forms of racial dis
crimination) and item 56 (Question of the violation of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, including 
policies of racial discrimination and segregation and 
of apartheid, in all countries, with particular reference 
to colonial and other dependent countries and terri
tories) could usefully be considered together. The 
Third Committee would have to consider what had 
been done to implement the relevant resolutions 
and already had before it several reports by the 
Secretary-General, notably that on the status of the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination and a draft resolution 
on nazism and racial intolerance; the policy of 
apartheid, the effects of colonialism on human rights 
and other aspects of discrimination would probably 
be mentioned during the consideration of those items. 
The General Assembly would not have the report of 
the Special Committee on the Policies of Apartheid 
of the Government of the Republic of South Africa 
before it until the middle of October. The report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard 
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples would be published in sections, but it, too, 
would not be circulated before mid-October. The 
members of the Third Committee could also study 
the report of the International Seminar on Apartheid, 
Racial Discrimination and Colonialism in Southern 
Africa, held at Kitwe, Zambia. Those documents 
would be considered by the Special Political Com
mittee and the Fourth Committee. 

20. With regard to item 57 (Status of the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights), he said that further 
information would be issued as it became available 
to the Secretariat. Fifteen States had ratified or 
acceded to the International Convention on the Elimi
nation of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and 
only twelve more ratifications or accessions were 
needed for the Convention to become effective. 

21. Referring to item 58 (International Year for 
Human Rights), he said that the report of the 
Preparatory Committee for the International Con
ference on Human Rights was ready and could be 
considered at any time, The report on the programme 
of measures and activities to be undertaken in con
nexion with the International Year for Human Rights 
would shortly be available, although the information 
furnished by Governments did not yet seem to be 
complete. The Secretariat would issue addenda as 
further information was received. 

22. Under item 59 (Freedom of information), the 
preamble and four articles of the draft Convention on 
Freedom of Information had been prepared in 1960 
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and 1961. The draft Declaration had not yet been 
considered by the General Assembly, but the Economic 
and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies had 
already devoted some time to it. 

23. In connexion with item 60 (Question of the 
punishment of war criminals and of persons who have 
committed crimes against humanity), the General 
Assembly had decided that the Chairman of the Third 
Committee should consult the Chairman of the Sixth 
Committee on the action to be taken. 

24. Referring to item 61 (Creation of the post of 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights), 
he said that so far four Governments had submitted 
their views on the question and the ILO and UNESCO 
had furnished the Secretariat with the information 
requested from them. 

25. With regard to item 62 (Capital punishment), the 
Economic and Social Council had not yet made a 
thorough study of the question. It had transmitted to 
the General Assembly the draft resolution submitted 
by the delegations of Sweden and Venezuela. Expert 
reports would be passed to the General Assembly as 
they became available. One of those reports would be 
ready by November. 

26. Mrs. EMBAREK WARZAZI (Morocco) thought it 
would be preferable, in accordance with the usual 
practice, to begin with the least controversial subjects. 
Following preliminary consultations, a consensus had 
already been reached on certain items. She therefore 
proposed that the items be taken up in the following 
order: item 53 (Draft Declaration on the Elimination 
of Discrimination against Women); item 54 (Elimina
tion of all forms of religious intolerance); item 56 
(Question of the violation of human rights and funda
mental freedoms, including policies of racial discrimi
nation and segregation and of apartheid, in all coun
tries, with particular reference to colonial and other 
dependent countries and territories); item 58 (Inter
national Year for Human Rights)-a matter ofurgency 
since the International Year for Human Rights was 
to be in 1968; item 60 (Question of the punishment 
of war criminals and of persons who have committed 
crimes against humanity)-one or two meetings might 
be devoted to the introduction of the subject as it was 
proposed to establish a joint working group to make a 
more thorough study of it and report to the Committee; 
the working group should be established as soon as 
possible and should begin its work forthwith, so that 
the Committee might be able to consider its report 
before the end of its session; item 49 (World social 
situation)-a subject to which the General Assembly 
had decided, in resolution 2215 (XXI), to give high 
priority at its twenty-second session; item 12 (Report 
of the Economic and Social Council); item 61 (Creation 
of the post of United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights)-there had been differences of opinion 
on the subject in the General Committee, some 
members of which wanted it taken up at the beginning 
of the session and others at the end. In a spirit of 
compromise, she proposed that the item be placed 
in the middle of the agenda; item 50 (Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees)
constderation of the subject had been arranged for 
20 November at the request of the High Commissioner, 
who would be in New York on that date; item 57 

(Status of the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol 
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights); item 55 (Elimination of all forms of racial 
discrimination); item 51 (Housing, building and 
planning)-she recalled in that connexion that the 
Committee on Housing, Building and Planning was due 
to meet at the end of October and that its report would 
only be ready at the end of November. Lastly, she 
proposed that item 59 (Freedom of information), 
item 52 (Town twinning as a means of international 
co-operation) and item 62 (Capital punishment) should 
be taken up subsequently in that order. 
27. Mr. MIRZA (Pakistan) said that the question of 
priorities was most important, since, in view of the 
number of items on its agenda, the Committee could 
not give all of them the attention they deserved. He 
was surprised to find that chapter XI, section III, 
of the report of the Economic and Social Council had 
been referred to the Third Committee, as the question 
of population seemed more the concern of the Second 
Committee. Furthermore, he was surprised to see 
items 51 and 52 on the Third Committee's agenda, as 
they also seemed more the concern of the Second 
Committee. He was generally in favour of the order of 
priorities suggested by the representative ofMorocco 
and agreed that items 53 and 54 should be taken up 
first. Regarding item 54, however, he thought it would 
be over-ambitious to expect to complete consideration 
of both the draft Declaration and the draft International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Religious 
Intolerance and would prefer to give high priority to 
the latter. He recalled that the Commission on Human 
Rights had requested the Third Committee to draft 
the implementation clauses of the draft Convention, 
stating that the Third Committee had acquired ex
perience in that field, supposedly while drafting the 
implementation measures of the International Con
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination and the International Covenants on 
Human Rights at its previous session. It was, however, 
the view of his delegation that the Commission should 
have prepared the implementation measures. Regard
ing the drafting of the implementation clauses, he 
reminded the Committee of the suggestion made, 
during the previous year, to the Afro-Asian group 
to the effect that the consultations should be carried 
out on a broader basis. He suggested that those con
sultations should begin forthwith and that amendments 
should be submitted as soon as possible. He wished 
items 55 and 56 to be taken up together next. Other
wise, he accepted the order proposed by the repre
sentative of Morocco. 

28. Mr. HOVEYDA (Iran) agreed with the suggestions 
made by the representative of Morocco and those of 
the representative of Pakistan; he shared the latter's 
view that it would be preferable to group together all 
items dealing with discrimination, in order that they 
could be considered consecutively. It would be ad
visable, however, to make the order fairly flexible, 
as some documents might not be ready in time for the 
proposed consideration of the items to which they 
related. 

29. He recalled that his delegation had requested a 
high priority for item 49, because it believed that if 
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the item was deferred to the end of the session, as 
was the usual practice, the Committee would not be 
able to devote sufficient time to it. In seeking priority 
for that item, his delegation was aware that the 
general report on the world social situation would 
only be ready by the end of the session, as Mr. 
Schreiber, the Director of the Division of Human 
Rights, had pointed out. It believed, however, that 
that would not prove to be a hindrance, as the Com
mittee already had the excellent report of the Eco
nomic and Social Council, and suggested that item 49 
be considered half-way through the session. 

30. Mrs. STEVENSON (Liberia) pointed out that two 
factors must be taken into account with regard to the 
order in which the items should be discussed: first, 
the importance and urgency of the items and, secondly, 
decisions which had already been taken as to priority. 

31. She herself would like to see high priority given 
to items 12, 52, 53, 54, 57, 58 and 60. On the whole, 
however, she approved of the order suggested by the 
Moroccan representative. 

32. Mr. A. A. MOHAMMED (Nigeria) thought that the 
Committee should give priority to the questions which 
it has recognized, in its own resolutions, as being of 
an urgent nature, beginning with those on which the 
reports were ready or those, like item 60, for which 
it would be necessary to set up working groups whose 
reports were to be completed in time for consideration 
by the Committee at the current session. 

33. On the whole, the order of consideration suggested 
by the Moroccan representative was satisfactory, but 
higher priority should be accorded to item 54-a rather 
broad item which it was not, of course, certain that 
the Committee would be able to finish at the present 
session-and to item 58 as the International Year for 
Human Rights was becoming an urgent question. 
Apart from that minor reservation, he endorsed the 
proposed order of consideration, and in particular 
the idea of giving priority to item 53. 

34. Mrs. REGENT-LECHOWICZ (Poland) felt that 
the Committee should give priority to item 60. Even 
apart from the evident urgency of the question of the 
punishment of war criminals and of persons who 
have committed crimes against humanity, there was a 
practical reason which militated in favour of its 
being examined as a matter of priority, i.e. the fact 
that the joint working group, which the General As
sembly had invited the Chairmen of the Third and 
Sixth Committees to establish and which was to report 
to the Third Committee, would be able to begin its 
work only after it had participated in the general 
discussion on the question. The Polish delegation 
would like to see the General Assembly adopt as soon 
as possible, i.e., at the current session, a convention 
on the non-applicability of statutory limitation to war 
crimes and crimes against humanity a hope which the 
Economic and Social Council itself had expressed in 
its resolution 1220 (XLII). 

35. She believed that the Committee should then 
examine simultaneously items 55 and 56, then item 53, 
item 58, and, thereafter, item 54. If the Committee 
decided to begin with item 53, as the Moroccan dele
gation had suggested, she would have no objection 

to such a course of action, provided that item 60 was 
taken up immediately afterwards. 

36. Lady GAITSKELL (United Kingdom) thought that 
item 54 was the most urgent question before the 
Third Committee: Acts of religious discrimination 
continued to take place in many different areas of the 
world yet there was no effective instrument on the 
subject. The item had been on the agenda since 1962 
and it was high time to finish the work of drafting one. 
She would have no objection, however, if the Committee 
started with item 53, since that item should not, in 
principle, give rise to controversy; however, she 
would like item 54 to be taken up immediately there
after. 

37. The other important item whose consideration 
should be concluded by the Committee at the present 
session was item 61. She herself could not see why that 
item should not be examined before items 49 and 12, 
rather than in the order suggested by the represen
tative of Morocco; in her view, it could be taken up 
as the sixth item of the Committee's final agenda, 
Moreover, she did not see the usefulness of setting 
up a working group to study the question, which had 
already been examined in detail by the Commission 
on Human Rights and the Economic and Social Council. 

38. Mr. BEEBY (New Zealand) said that he too 
thought that the Committee should begin its work by 
considering item 53 as the draft Declaration on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women should 
not create any difficulties, and then proceed to take 
up item 54 relating to the elimination of all forms of 
religious intolerance. 

39. With regard to the method of work which should 
be adopted for the consideration of items involving 
the preparation of important legal texts, and notably, 
of conventions, he thought that the best formula
recommended, moreover, by the Ad Hoc Committee 
on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the 
General Assembly-would be to set up working groups 
which would be entrusted with the task of preparing 
the necessary legal texts and of reporting to the 
Third Committee, That method, which had the advan
tage of facilitating exchanges of views and the con
sideration of proposals and amendments, would help 
to save time and arrive at texts which were more 
precise and better drafted. Experience had shown 
that such results were exceptionally difficult to achieve 
in a body made up of the total membership of the 
United Nations. It was therefore gratifying to note 
that, on item 60 the General Committee had recom
mended that the Chairmen of the Third and Sixth 
Committees should hold consultations with a view to 
creating a joint working group that would report to 
the Third Committee, Another working group should 
be established to work on the draft International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Religious Intolerance, The two working groups would 
be able to begin work as soon as they had received 
the necessary directives from the Committee, i.e., 
after the general discussion on items 60 and 54, They 
should, of course, be authorized to study problems 
that might be encountered in the consideration of 
substantive articles. The working groups, whose 
composition should take account of geographical 
distribution, would have among their members persons 
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who were particularly interested in the subjects dealt 
with and who were specially qualified to draft legal 
texts. He pointed out that such a formula would in no 
way affect each delegation's right to submit comments 
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and proposals and he hoped that the Committee would 
be able to approve it in due course. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 
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