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AGENDA ITEM 91 

Measures to be adopted in connexion with the earthquake 

in Iron 

1. At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Mr. DAS (Secre
tary of the Committee) read out, for the information 
of the Committee, a telegram addressed to the Acting 
Secretary-{}eneral by the Director-{}eneral of F AO 
regarding the urgent measures required in connexion 
with the earthquake in Iran.!/ 

Organization of work (A/(.3/594, A/C.3/L. 977 and Add.l) 
(continued) 

2. Mr. GHORBAL (United Arab Republic) said that 
he had listened with great interest to the suggestions 
of the speakers who had preceded him. In view of the 
urgent nature of the problem, the Committee should 
certainly take up as soon as possible the item on 
measures to be adopted in connexion with the earth
quake in Iran (item 91 of the agenda of the General 
Assembly). Indeed, a unanimous decision to that effect 
had already been adopted (1136th meeting). 

3. Next came the items whose urgency the General 
Assembly had stressed at the close of the sixteenth 
session (1075th and 1081st plenary meetings). How
ever, the Committee would do well to interpret the 
General Assembly's decisions in their broadest sense 
rather than take them literally. TheGeneralAssembly 
had asked that the Committee should consider those 
items as soon as possible and devote to them as much 
time as possible, but that did not mean that they must 
be taken up hastily in the very first days of the new 
session. As several speakers had observed (1136th 
meeting), it would be desirable if members of the 
Committee would take the time to study certainpoints 
thoroughly, to discuss them informally among them
selves and to agree upon texts which might provide 
the basis for constructive debate. For instance, in 
connection with the draft Convention and draft Recom
mendation on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for 
Marriage and Registration of Marriages (item 44), he 
recalled that, at the sixteenth session, the Committee 
had taken up the question at the very start of its delib
erations, without real 'preparation, and had quickly 
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fonnd itself in a dilemma. It had therefore decided 
first to postpone consideration of the item (1070th 
meeting) and then to defer it nntil the seventeenth 
session (1134th meeting). Excessive haste should be 
avoided, the more so as the Committee now had four 
new members and the membership of various dele
gations had changed. 

4. It had been pointed out (1136th meeting) that, with 
hardly any exceptions, the Committee had always 
taken up the report of the Economic and Social Cmmcil 
as the first item. Although that report (A/5203) had 
been circulated very late, the members of the Com
mittee would certainly have had the time to study its 
main points before the end of the debate on item 91, 
to which absolute priority had been assigned. At all 
events, the Committee was to consider only chapters 
VIII and IX of the report, which were quite short and 
dealt in the main with questions which the Committee 
would consider separately since they appeared as 
separate agenda items. It would be desirable, there
fore, to consider the Conncil' s report at the beginning 
of the session, thus giving members the time they 
would need to approach in a spirit of conciliation, 
the draft Convention and draft Recommendation on 
marriage and the draft International Covenants on 
Human Rights (item 43). 

5. Mr. YANCY (Liberia) expressed satisfaction at 
the Committee's decision to give priority considera
tion to the question of measures to be adopted in con
nexion with the earthquake in Iran. He supported the 
Ghanaian representative's proposal to take up at an 
early stage the item regarding manifestations of racial 
prejudice and national and religious intolerance (item 
48). Such manifestations were growing more violent 
each day in some parts of the world and were becom
ing an obsession in others. It was therefore essential 
that the United Nations should take positive and prac
tical action in that regard, the more so as the General 
Assembly had requested the Committee to consider 
the question as soon as possible (resolution 1684 (XVI)). 

6. He believed that the Committee should next con
sider the question of the implementation of the Supple
mentary Convention of 1956 on the Abolition of Slavery, 
the Slave Trade and Institutions and Practices similar 
to Slavery (item 81). The scourge of slavery must be 
eliminated at once and for all time. 

7. Mr. PICO (Argentina) nnreservedly endorsed the 
decision to give absolute priority to the question of 
measures to relieve the suffering of the victims of 
the earthquake in Iran. He wished also to express his 
deep grief upon learning of the disaster which had 
struck Spain, a conntry with which Argentina was 
bonnd by many historical and cultural ties. 

8. He supported the Chilean representative's pro
posal to establish, in connexion with agenda item 91, 
a sub-committee to prepare a draft for the Com
mittee's consideration. That group should consist of 
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not more than three or four members. The Committee 
should next consider item 44, for the GeneralAssem
bly had asked it to give priority to that item and to 
devote to it the number of meetings necessary to 
reach agreement. That matter should not present 
special difficulties. 

9. He was well aware that the Committee normally 
considered the report of the Economic and Social 
Council first, but since a number of representatives, 
among them the Chilean representative, had asked for 
additional time to study that report with the care it 
deserved, the Committee would do well to make it the 
third item in its programme of work. It would then 
proceed to the draft International Covenants on Human 
Rights, interrupting the discussion at the appropriate 
time to take advantage of the presence of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to consider 
the item relating to the office of the latter (item 42) 
and the draft Declaration on the Right of Asylum 
(item 46). 

10. Next would come the draft Convention (item 45) 
and draft Declaration on Freedom of Information 
(item 47), two closely bound questions which it would 
be best not to discuss separately. Regarding the other 
agenda items he supported the suggestions made by 
the representative of Saudi Arabia. 

11. Mrs. MANTZOULINOS (Greece) associated her
self with the United Kingdom representative's request 
that the Committee should give priority consideration, 
following the discussion of item 91, to the draft Con
vention and draft Recommendation on marriage. The 
representative of Saudi Arabia had expressed the view 
that the consideration of that item might be completed 
in very few meetings. Hence nothing prevented the 
Committee from complying with General Assembly 
resolution 1680 (XVI) concerning the priority to be 
assigned to item 44. The Committee was asked to 
affirm such rudimentary rights, for instance, that of 
free consent to marriage and minimum age of mar
riage-due allowance of course being made, in the 
second instance, for different traditions arising from 
climatic conditions and other factors-that nothing 
should stand in the way of the speedy adoption of 
measures that would help to improve the situation of 
millions of women throughout the world. 

12. The Committee might then consider the report 
of the Economic and Social Council (item 12) and 
thereafter the question of advisory services in the 
field of human rights (item 80) and item 81. Those, 
moreover, were dealt with in the report of the Council. 
Next the Committee could consider the draft Interna
tional Covenants on Human Rights, interrupting the 
discussion at the appropriate point in order to take 
up agenda items 42 and 46, with the participation of 
the High Commissioner for Refugees. 

13. The Committee should next, in her view, con
sider items 48 and 45. With regard to the draft Dec
laration on Freedom of Information, she agreed with 
the representative of Saudi Arabia that the text was 
redundant, particularly if the United Nations adopted 
a convention on the same subject. 

14. Mr. SANZ BRIZ (Spain) said that he was pro
foundly grateful to the representative of Mauritania, 
who had requested the Committee to observe a minute 
of silence to show its solidarity with a Spanish pro
vince that had been visited by an unforeseeable and 
unavoidable calamity (1136th meeting). The Spanish 
delegation was deeply thankful to the Committee for 

thus having chosen to share in the sorrow of all 
Spaniards. 

15. His delegation wished also to thal).k those dele
gations which, together with the Mauritanian represen
tative, had suggested the inclusion of an item concern
ing the measures which should be adopted in connexion 
with the floods in the province of Barcelona. The 
Spanish Government was highly appreciative of that 
generous initiative, but it did not wish the Third Com
mittee to be delayed in its work by a problem which 
the Spanish Government believed it could resolve by 
itself. Spain was in a position to bring relief to the 
victims and to repair or reconstruct the buildings 
damaged or destroyed by the floods. If the situation 
were to change, the Spanish Government would recon
sider the kind offer of assistance. 

16. With reference to the organization of the Com
mittee's work, he remarked that the highest priority 
should be given to agenda item 91. It was the Com
mittee's duty to take the speediest possible steps to 
relieve the suffering of the victims of the earthquake 
in Iran. Once it had completed consideration of that 
item, the Committee might consider items 44, 12, 80, 
81, 43, 45 and 48 in that order. Iteni 42 would of course 
be taken up on the arrival of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. Items 46 and 83 could be 
considered last. 

17. Mr. BENGTSON (Sweden) stressed that the Com
mittee' s agenda was very heavy, and the various items 
were of equal or nearly equal importance. He therefore 
joined with the representatives of Argentina and Spain 
in requesting that the Committee should take up the 
draft Convention and draft Recommendation on mar
riage immediately after the item on the earthquake 
in Iran. That would enable delegations to make a 
thorough study of the Economic and Social Council's 
report. After dealing with the report, the Committee 
should go on to consider all those items which the 
General Assembly had designated as urgent at the 
close of the sixteenth session. 

18. Mr. SANI (Nigeria) expressed general approval 
of the proposals made by the representative of Saudi 
Arabia. However, he joined with the representatives 
of Ghana and Liberia in asking that the Committee 
should take up, as the third item to be considered, the 
question of manifestations of racial prejudice and 
national and religious intolerance. That item was very 
important, and had already appeared on the previous 
session's agenda, but the Committee had been unable 
to take it up, and should therefore give it priority dur
ing the present year. 

19. Mr. T ALABHA T (Thailand) said that his dele
gation would be prepared to accept the provisional 
agenda (A/C.3/594), provided that a few changes were 
made, including those proposed by the United Kingdom 
representative. Of course, the question of measures 
to be adopted in connexion with the earthquake in Iran 
should be considered first. 

20. He also wished to express his sincere sympathy 
and regrets to the Spanish people on the disaster 
which had just struck them. 

21. Mr. LIVERAN (Israel) feared that the Committee 
would involve itself in a lengthy debate which might 
recur in future sessions. The various delegations ap
peared to be guided by different considerations in 
their choice of the order in which items should be 
considered. To put an end to that confusion, the Com-
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mittee should follow the principles it had itself laid 
down. 

22. Of course, the Committee was free, if it con
sidered any question particularly urgent, to examine 
it first. This was the case, as everyone agreed, with 
the question of measures to be adopted in connexion 
with the earthquake in Iran. 

23. The first principle to be followed was that the 
decisions of the General Assembly must be respected. 
In that connexion he stressed that the Assembly was 
not an outside agency and that it adopted decisions on 
the basis of recommendations submitted by the Com
mittees. In resolution 1680 (XVI), it had decided "to 
assign priority, at its seventeenth session, tothecon
sideration of the remaining articles of the draft Con
vention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age of 
Marriage and Registration of Marriages and to that 
of the draft Recommendation approved by the Com
mission on the Status of Women, devoting to that con
sideration the number of meetings necessary for its 
completion". That question, therefore, should indis
putably be taken up second by the Committee. 

24. For the other questions which it had referred to 
the Third Committee, the Assembly had set no definite 
order of priority. It had only emphasized the need to 
devote sufficient time to them. Those questions fell 
into three categories: those which had not been con
sidered although appearing on the previous session's 
agenda; those on the same agenda which had been only 
partly examined; and new items. 

25. In his view, priority should be given to the ques
tions which had been postponed by the Committee. He 
feared that lack of time might otherwise compel the 
Committee to put off those items again, and that such 
a situation might be repeated from year to year. 

26. The questions already partially examined should 
come next, with priority given to those already con
sidered by another United Nations organ. 

27. Last would come those items which appeared for 
the first time on the Third Committee's agenda. 

28. In accordance with those principles, he supported 
the suggestions made by the representatives of Ghana, 
Liberia and Guinea, and proposed that the items re
ferred to the Committee should be dealt with in the 
following order: 91, 44, 48, 81, 80, 42, 46, 12, 43, 45, 
47 and 83. Items 42 and 46 could be reversed, depend
ing on the convenience of the United Nations High Com
missioner for Refugees. 

29. The CHAIRMAN agreed with the Swedish repre
sentative that all the questions before the Committee 
were important and urgent. However, he believed that 
the great majority of representatives would prefer 
to take up items 12 and 44 after item 91. Since the 
General Assembly had decided to give priority at its 
seventeenth session to item 44, he thought it appro
priate to begin by considering that question. More
over, a number of representatives, including those of 
Ghana, Nigeria and Liberia, had requested that the 
Committee should take up agenda item 48 as soon as 
possible. 
30. In his view, before setting up a strict order of 
priority, the Committee should consider the number 
of meetings to be rlevoted to each item. The United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees would prob
ably appear before the Committee on 19 November. 
The Committee, therefore, had forty-nine meetings 
before that date which it could devote to the most 

pressing questions. Following the Committee's normal 
practice, the report of the Economic and Social Council 
should be taken up immediately after item 44. Never
theless, the draft International Covenants on Human 
Rights were also very urgent. At its sixteenth session, 
the Committee had concluded its consideration of the 
articles dealing with civil and political rights and the 
Chairman had congratulated it on that work (1104th 
meeting). It would therefore be desirable at the 
present session to continue consideration of that item 
with equal success. 

31. The Committee should decide how to distribute 
the forty-nine meetings to be held before the High 
Commissioner's arrival, and he accordingly asked for 
suggestions. 

32. Mrs. MARTIN (Guinea) generally approved ofthe 
suggestions made by the Saudi Arabian representative. 
Also, she was glad that all the representatives were 
giving priority to the question of measures to be 
adopted in connexion with the earthquake in Iran, as 
her delegation had been one of those which had pro
posed its inclusion in the agenda. 

33. As the representative of Sweden had pointed out, 
all the questions referred to the Third Committee 
were very important. However, those concerning the 
draft Convention on marriage should come before any 
of the others. Moreover, at its sixteenth session, the 
Third Committee had decided to give that item priority, 
as the Chairman had mentioned, and the item should 
not take too much of the Committee's time. 

34. She hoped that the item on manifestations of racial 
prejudice would be taken up next. It had been on the 
Third Committee's agenda for a long time, but there 
had not been time to consider it at the sixteenth ses
sion. As everyone knew, manifestations of racial 
prejudice were on the increase throughout the world; 
therefore the Third Committee, which dealt mainly 
with humanitarian questions, was in duty bound to take 
up the item at the present session. 

35. Mrs. AFNAN (Iraq) said that her delegation was 
ready to vote on the draft Convention on marriage as 
soon as it was drawn up in final form. Free consent 
to marriage and the registration of marriages were 
covered by Iraqi law. However, it should not be for
gotten that a new article, on which views differed 
widely, had been proposed at the sixteenth sessionfor 
inclusion in the Convention. To be effective, the Con
vention should receive unanimous approval; delega
tions should therefore be given time to come to an 
agreement before that item was taken up, since other
wise it was likely to divide the Committee again. 

36. The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the Committee 
was free to decide to consider the report of the Eco
nomic and Social Council before taking up the draft 
Convention on marriage. 

37. Mr. BAROODY (Saudi Arabia) endorsed the view 
of the delegations of the United Arab Republic and 
Iraq. The differences of view which had arisen during 
the sixteenth session in connexion with the considera
tion of the draft Convention on marriage had prompted 
the Committee to defer its final decision. It would 
therefore be better for delegations to attempt to reach 
an agreement before beginning the consideration of 
that item. He appealed to delegations not to press 
that highly controversial issue. 

38. Some delegations, in opposing the Committee's 
proceeding immediately to the consideration of the 
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report of the Economic and Social Council, had argued 
that the report had not been circulated in all languages. 
Since consideration of the report would occupy at least 
fifteen meetings, however, and since the question of 
measures to be adopted in connexion with the earth
quake in Iran would take perhaps four, delegations 
would have ample time to acquaint themselves with 
the contents of the report. Moreover, as the United 
Kingdom representative had rightly pointed out, it was 
customary for the Committee to give priority to that 
item and there was no reason for abandoning that 
tradition. In addition, it was the general content rather 
than the details of the report that the Committee was 
to consider. 

39. The Committee should therefore begin with the 
item concerning measures to be adopted in connexion 
with the earthquake in Iran; in that regard, he en
dorsed the Chilean representative's suggestion that a 
sub-committee should be set up to draft a basic text. 
The Committee should then consider the Council's 
report. The third item should be one which he con
sidered of primary importance, the draft International 
Covenants on Human Rights. It would be out of the 
question to defer consideration of that item on the 
grounds that it had already been included in the agenda 
of previous sessions. If, however, delegations suc
ceeded in reaching an· understanding on the draft Con
vention in marriage, that item might be taken in third 
place. In any case, whatever the order adopted, the 
Committee would be free, when the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees arrived, to interrupt 
the debate on whatever item it was considering and 
resume it later. 

40. While he recognized the importance of the item 
on manifestations of racial prejudice, he feared that 
it would give rise to an unduly impassioned debate 
and would not create an auspicious atmosphere for the 
rest of the session. The Committee should not there
fore give priority to that item. 

41. The order in which the other items would be dis
cussed was not of great moment. 

42. In regard to the number of meetings to be allotted 
to each item, he proposed that three or four meetings 
should be devoted to the item on measures to be 
adopted in connexion with the earthquake in Iran, fifteen 
to the Council's report and thirty or thirty-five to the 
draft International Covenants on Human Rights. 

43. The CHAIRMAN noted that it was not unanimously 
agreed that item 44 should be made the second item 
on the Committee's agenda. He wished however to 
avoid putting the matter to the vote. 

44. Mr. E. K. DADZIE (Ghana) disagreed with the 
Saudi Arabian representative in regard to the place 
to be given to item 12 in the agenda. The report of 
the Economic and Social Council was too voluminous 
for a cursory reading; Since it had not yet been dis
tributed in all languages, consideration of it should 
be delayed in order to give all delegations an oppor
tunity of making a useful contribution to the debate. 
The Committee could perhaps decide to consider it 
as the fourth item of its agenda. 

45. The General Assembly had decided that the draft 
Convention and draft Recommendation on Consent to 
Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registra
tion of Marriages should be given high priority at the 
seventeenth session. The Committee could not reverse 
that decision. After item 91, it should therefore take 
up item 44 and then item 12 or item 48. 

46. In reply to a question from Mr. BAROODY (Saudi 
Arabia), Mr. DAS (Secretary of the Committee) stated 
that the report of the Economic and Social Council had 
been distributed in French on 13 September, in English 
on 20 September, in Spanish on 24 September, and in 
Russian on 26 September. 

47. Mr. GHORBAL (United Arab Republic) regretted 
that he had provoked a procedural debate when it had 
been his very sincere wish merely to facilitate the 
Committee's work. 

48. He continued to believe that the draft Convention 
on marriage should not be discussed at the beginning 
of the session. The composition of the Committee had 
changed since 1961: some delegations were repre
sented in it for the first time, andothers were repre
sented by different people. All representatives should 
therefore be given an opportunity to reconsider their 
positions and to engage in' informal consultations in 
order to try to reach an understanding on the contro
versial parts of the convention. That would be the only 
way of avoiding a long debate and a lack of unanimity 
on that very important item. 

49. If, however, the Committee wished to take up 
item 44 immediately after item 91, he would accept 
that decision. He thanked the Iraqi and Saudi Arabian 
representatives for having supported his view. 

50. In connexion with the length of the debate on each 
question, he proposed that four meetings should be 
devoted to item 91, four to item 44, twenty-five to 
item. 43, ten to item 12, three to item 48 and three to 
item 83. Thus the forty-nine meetings which the Com
mittee was to hold before the arrival of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees would be 
distributed. The Committee might then devote five 
meetings to item 42 and four meetings to item 46 
which both concerned the High Commissioner. Items 
80 and 81 could each be given three meetings. Item 45 
had been on the agenda for several years and should 
therefore receive all due attention at the current 
session. He therefore proposed that eight meetings 
should be reserved for that item. Four meetings would 
be enough for item 47. 
51. The CHAIRMAN proposed that items 44, 12 and 
48 should become the second, third and fourth items 
of the Committee's agenda respectively. 

It was so decided. 

52. The CHAIRMAN thought that the Committee could 
devote four meetings to each of the first two items 
(items 91 and 44). Since the report of the Economic 
and Social Council was shorter than it had been the 
previous year, ten meetings, as the representative 
of the United Arab Republic had proposed, should cer
tainly be sufficient for it. Since the Committee would 
have before it a Council resolution on manifestations 
of racial prejudice and national and religious intoler
ance (resolution 826 B (XXXII), it could surely dispose 
of that item in three meetings. The draft Covenants 
on Human Rights could be fifth on the agenda; since 
they had been discussed at length at the sixteenth 
session, it should be enough to set aside twenty-five 
meetings to complete the consideration of the two 
new articles proposed as well as the general clauses 
in the two drafts. Item 81, which was the subject of 
Council resolution 890 (XXXIV) and which some dele
gations wished to take up as a matter of priority, 
could be considered at the three meetings before the 
arrival of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees. 
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53. The number of meetings to be devoted to items 
42 and 46, which concerned the High Commissioner, 
could be fixed at a later date. Item 83, which had been 
on the agenda for two years, should be considered at 
the end of November or the beginning of December 
at the latest. The Committee could then discuss items 
80, 45 and 47. It could devotetwomeetings to item 80. 

54. Mr. BAROODY (Saudi Arabia) asked for circula
tion of the Chairman's proposals. It would be unfor
tunate if the Committee began consideration of the 
draft Convention on Freedom of Information only at 

Litho m U.N. 

the end of the session. It should be possible to discuss 
item 47 in three or four meetings. 

55. The CHAIRMAN said that his proposalsY would 
be distributed to the members of the Committee. He 
would do his best to ensure that item 45 was taken up 
as soon as possible after item 46. 

The meeting rose at 12.45 p.m. 
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