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to prepere for the Humen Rights Cormission. They are drawing up an International
Bill of Human Rights, and we have the Job of preparing the section in that Bill
concerned with the rights regerding informafion and freedom of the press. I
would also hope thet We would be able to give to the umen Rights Cormiesion,

in duwe céurse, praeticallsuggestions'as to how the gemeral principles that will
be in the Bill can be put into effect. |

Secondly, we have specific things to preﬁare for the Economic and Social
QounCil in connection with the Vorld Confgrenca which 1s coming up.

: Thirdly, I think the fact that there are these verious bodies working in
the fileld means we must reserve thq'right to réview at a later stage some of the
work that we begin to do now, so that at a later stage we are able to gain the
fruits of our work which may be aecocmplished in some of ﬁhese other bodies.

The;efore, 3 ; were trylng to outline on & map the long~term kind of
programme which we should set for ourselves, I should hd%® thought that it woﬁld
be something of this nature. I do got say we must get rigid ag;eemént.on this
at this stage, bﬁt if we could teﬂtatively view the whole picture, we could then
work back and decide what we must tackle next. |

I should think that in the broad pid;ure there might de tﬁree stagés in
the work of this Sub-Commisslon. The first stage 1s the one we are at now,
where we must make arrangements for the forthcoming World Conference and submit
these to the Economic and Socilal Council at its next*session, and where we
will also start work on defining freedom of inférmation. It 15 ny view - and
you will see that I em speaking for Mr. Crulkshank in the paper he has given
you = that we cannot, and ought not, try to conclude at this First Session the
whole work of defining freedom of information.

It may be that we can offar gome 1nterim.report to our parent bedy, the
Humen Rights Commission, but I do not think we €aould attempt to finish this .
work at this stage. These are the two'firet stages. |

Then we would presumsbly s;parate, after two to three weeks, and go back

/to our respective
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to our respective countries. That wou;l.d provide an opportunity to discuss with
interested parties there, and with the press and radio end so on, this 'whole
fleld of freed_om of infqrmetion. 15 : ,

That, I hope ,‘WOuJ.d help us when we renewed our labours ’ because T think'
thet later in the year would come the second stage when we migh‘b neve a second
meeting of this Sub-Commission. That might be in November or December. At
that meeting, we would continue this discussion on the whole concept of freedom
o:ff information and how it can be implemented, and hy that stage we would have
the‘benefit of views given‘ to us from other qﬁarters'. If, for exe.mpie., the
second meeting of our Sub-Commission could be arranged to take place after the
. UNESCO meeting, at the beginning of November, then it might be that we would hav:
some contribution from UNESCO t‘o. take into consvideration in our preperations.
After that second meeting, we might perhaps want to offer another interim report
to the Human Rights Cohnnission. Lo :

Then would come the World Conference, which will .take place elther at the
- end of this year or, much more likely, I should think early nexh year; ‘ I‘b
would be my hope that this Sub-Commission could then have its third, e.nd perhaps
its final, ‘session after the World Conference ’ 80 the.t once aga.in we could bring
to bear the light thrown upon this problem by the World gonference and receive
its added help. Then we could finalize the viork, which we hope will 'be acted
on by the Economlc and. Social Council and. by the General Aasembly of the
United Nations, which is the eupreme body to which ouwr work is addressed and
. through which the proposale we dre.w wp can be given effect. : r :

~ That is a very, very broad outline of the kind of work I see ahead oi‘ us,

and I submlt it in a most tenta.tive menner. :

In the light of that, what is the next sub,ject for us to tackle right now,
this morning end in this particuler session of the Sub- Commission? Bef:ore I
say what I feel on that, I should llke to make Just one or two brief points on
the whole subject matter on which we are workiné. The more I have thought of it
the more I have felt that the whole ermphasis is on freedom. The title of this

/Sub-Conmiesion
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Sub-Cormission and the title of 'fhe World Conference is: "Freedom of
Information." Beiﬁg a good Scottish Presbyterian, I am eware that freedom
impliles obligations ’ but the emphasis in the title is on‘f‘ree'd.om. Ag we set
out on this work, I think we have to keep that emphasis in mind. Why was this
body set up? It was oet up by 1';he United Nations because representatives to the
,Unitod ,Notions were concerned that the freedom which is enshrined as a general
principle in the Charter is not fully realized in the world today.
I cannot help thinking that the world would be disappointed if the fruits
of our ;abours were to be no more than a 1list of obligations, for example, which
A might seeén to.be simply‘restrictions. I think we must 'keep obligations very
much in mind and ﬁust fiod a place for them, but the dominant emphasis, I think,
‘must be on freedom. Our mofto should be to let truth prevail erd to make the
channels of information free , more free than when we started our work. None of
us is _perfecig in that regard, and probably none of owr countries is perfect.
Howevér, Ve can Joll contlribufe somefh'ing, and if, at the end of our labours, we
are abie to ensure that more people obtain more truth more of the time, I think
that would be an appropriate measure of our success. In that endeavour, the
”United Kingdom would like to make as great e contribution as 1t can.
I think we have to bear in mind too that our problem 1s & problem of
funda.mental human rights and not Just the rights of any particular profession.
I feel that the freedom to gather news is very important in all the work we
are about to undertake, but the freedom to receive information is important too.
T think we have to keep our mind.s open on that; that it is not Just the rights
of a particular profession but basic huinan rights we are concerned with.
Now, in the light of that, we /e cen, at this point, start’in either of two
ways. oy ' el A
y Wo 'car‘n sfart ;by discussiné :the concept of fréed.oni of information. If 1t
, is‘ the will of the Sub-Commission to start on that, then I would offer the first
por‘t of Mr. Cru_il:shank"'s pe,per‘ to the Sub-Commission as &' possible basis for work.

/I agree with








