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Genexal STONER: I speak as a Member of the Secretariat. My purpose
njn'speaking to you this afterngon is to acquaint you with what is going on
et the International Telecommunications Conference in Atlantic City and to
give you a brief summary of the impact of electrical communications on the
general fleld of freedom of Information.

The International Telecommunications Union 1s a body of long standing.
It operates on having a conference every five years; it regulates all phases
pf international communicaticns by agreement; it hes to do with the setting
aside of different portions of the radio epectrum -- setting up those
frequencies for broadcesting, for point-to-point messege service, for
aircraft, safety of life at sea, and the general mobile services, This body
has under ite control a bureau known as the Berne Bureau which registers all
frequencies ellocated to the different nations.

Communications today are changing so rapidly that it ieg necessary to
have a permement body constantly in session which can regulate and establieh
methods for the uninterrupted flow of communications between natione. For
this reazon, one of the Important assignments whieh this Intermationel

Telscommunications Union Conference will decide on will be the re-orgenization
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and a frequency registration board.

There are many practices in the world today om the ragulation of
communicatione between natioms that vitally affect freedom of information by
electrical means. Fach nation has its own regulatory body and has its own
laws regarding the passage ¢f written inforhatian between 1ts own country
and other countries. Certaii practices slow up communications, and when we
consider the'generai fiéld'of information, we must always consﬁder the
written record, elegtfiéal'cqmmnnicatiéns; the voice communicétioné and all
of the by-pfoducts of.radio.A ( |

During the war millione of dollars were spent to develop rapid means
of communications. The Allied Governments had networks covering all sections
of the world, Messages were pasced between nations in a few seconds, rapidly.
This was possible because there was no intervening rnationsl Governme;t
which set up regulatory practices, which would slow up the passage of the
information either by voice or by written record, During the height of the
war our American Army transmitted throughout the world fifty milllen words
daily. This is a tremendous volume of traffic, and it was done expeditiously
because of the lack of national practices in slowing up the paésage between
borders.

Radlo knows no border. The spectrum whidh radio occuples is rather
limited. It is belng developed in the hjgher portion of the spectrum
constantly. The high frequency portion of the spectrum, which is the proven
portion now in use, is the main portion that we depend on in pessing
information betyeen nations today.

Therefore, this Sub-Commission and fhe Conference that follows must
take cognizance of that fact and do everything possible to maintain‘at least
the present positién. Duing the war years meny assignments were made in
the space allottaq to broadcasting. Frequencies were taken over by nations
without any consideration for the effect that the use of these freguencies

would have upon other nations.
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It will be one of the main missions of the present Conference in
Atlantic City to readjust and reassign these frequencies so that ﬁhey will
not cesuse interference. . For that reason, we feel this Sub-Cormission
must go on record for the International Conference on Communications to make
adequate provision for internstional broasdcastimg. We also feel the
Sub-Commission should teke cognizence of the fact that standardization is
necessary today in order that recelvers and ordinary radio equipment will
have the same general principles of design in one country as exist in other
countries. Throuvgh this means we will be able, in our broadcasting from
all nations, to reach all the peoples of the world.and thereby expect to
obtain a better degree of mutwel understanding.

It was very interesting to me, this aftermoon, to note that the
International Telecommunications Conference had the same problem which you
have Just disposed of.

There were some twenty international bodies that attempted to gain
participation in the Intermationel Telecommunications Conference., The
decision arrived at after e meeting of the chiefs of delegations was that
each internationel body -- and the United Nations was included as an
international body - -- would be classified as a provisional observer for one
week. At the end of the week, if no member nation of the International
Telecommunications Union objected to their participation.as observers,
they would then continue as such‘andvbeGOme regular observers, If there was
an obJection by any member nation, that objection would be submitted to the
Executive Sub-(lommittee of the Steering Committee. At the hearing of thé
Executive Sub-Commltlee, the international body would be allowed to present
its reasons for desiring participation. That appeared to be an excellent
‘solution, and all the internatiénal bodies appearéﬁ to be satisfiled with the
decision,

As ;baervers, the international bodies have the right to visit any
cormittee and mske a statement without having to present thelr views through
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a member nation. They are also authorized in the plenary session to make
proposals, All of the intsrmational bodies,‘without exception, accepted that
decision, - 4

We feel fhat tbis Sub-Comission, in view of thetmeny by-products which
have come out of oun.warfime development in the general field of radio, may
wish fo ask the ITU,‘tne international Telecommunicaticns Union, which will
remain In session unt;l approximately 1 September, to propare a survey and
analysis of the different practices and methods now in use that effect the
passage of 1nformation‘eiectrically emong netions, If thls 1s done, 1t is
fortunate fhat both this éub-Commission and the International Telecommunications
Union are'in session at the same time. it means, 1f an understanding 1s
reached at this time, action can be inltiated which will permit the
International Telecommunications Union to teke positive actlon so that it
can complete its agreement before the end of its convention which, as I
stated, would be approximately 1 September.

We strongly feel that, in the efficient accomplishment of our aims in
international relations, there must be taken into consideration the most
important means of passing 1nformation among nations. -- namely, electrical
communications. I have Just witnessed a demonstration of the passage of
vritten information at a speed of five thousand words per minute, We do not
have to be any Buck Rogers to estimate or predict that it is not far off when
ve will be able'to print newspapers by this process between nations, so that
- the Americen newspapers can be read in the United Kingdom at the same time
they are read in America, and newspapers of she Union of Soviet Soclalist
Republics in Moscow can be read here at thersame time they are read in Moscow,

Therefore, we urge this Sub-Conmission to glve consideration to the
acquisition from the International_Telecommnnications Union of their full
analysis of this problem, I em sure they are in a position to support

findings which will result in the free passege of information among nations.



