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Cormittee of the 1950 Census of the Americas,

TAKING NOTE:

1. That a 1950 Census of the Americas is propoged as a

co—operatife oroject of the National Statlstical Bureaus of
twenty-two American nations,

2. That a Committee on the 1950 Census of the Americas has been
established ﬁo reach agreement on minimum standards and
definltions, to survey methods'and procedures and to approve
schedules, forms and Instructions to bg used by each of the

co-operating nations in taking its own census.

3. That ‘the Committee on the 1950 Census of the Amerlcas has

agreed to circulate coplies of approved'schedules, forms and
instructions to ¢11 Member Notlons of ?he United Ne=tions for thelr
information. T

b, That the Droedting Committee of the Economie and Social Council
on the report of the Commissions in theé Economic Fileld
[E/Ecom/bc/3, page 5/ "Went on record as supporting the view that
the Statistical Commiession consider the promotion of such uniform

minimum standsrds for the'takiﬁg‘of a popﬁlation census as a part

of 1ts function in promoting the development of natilonal statistics

- and the improvement of thelr comparebllity.™

RECCMMENDS

1. Tﬁat the Econcmic and Social Council record:
() its welcome of the steps which are being taken to
"conduct co-opsretively censuses of American nations, and
(b) 1its belief that the experience geined in the preparation
and condﬁct of’ this co-operative project will be of great
value to qther Member Governments in their own counﬁries, and,
thgt ;t will be a useful guide in possible»later proJjects

" on a world-wide scale.

/2. That Merber
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2. That Member Governments taking part in the 1950 Census of
the Americas should keen the Secretary-General and the
Staetistical Commission informed as to the progress being made.

Future Work of the Commission (Item 15 of the Agenda)

Draft Resolution E/CN.3/W.3 was Introduced and adopted with the
following modifications:
the title to read

"Draft Resolution Concerning the Co-ordination of Statistical
Activities between the United Natlons and Speciazlized Agencies";

efter the word "it" in line 10, of page 1 add
"through formal agreements and otherwise."
at the end of item 3, add

"taking into account the agreements reached between the
Speclalized Agencies snd the United Nations."

Item 4 to read
"Steps that have been tsken to achieve co-ordination din the
collection and publication of such statistics together with
further methods of achieving co-ordination.”

an Item 6 was added to read

"In its report to the next Sassion of the Statistical Commission
the Zecretariat should note the extent of the realization of

the obJectives of the agreements existing between the

United Nations and the Specialized Agencies with respect to
statistical services, pointing out the difficulties, if any,
which have been encountered in carrying out the agreements

and the means which ghould be undertaken to eliminate

guch difficulties.”

It was agreed that the procedure and methods involved in Item 4 of this
Resolution should be included as an Item for re-congideration at the next
session of the Commission.

The Cormission then turned to the important matter of uniformity of
definitions and classifications, referring in this connection to
Mr. Jahn's letter (document E/CN.3/W.1l, pages 4 and 5). The Commission felt
that nriority should be given to standardization in the field of industrial

classification. Several alternctive methods of implementing this decision

/were discussed,




E/CN.3/SR.7
Page 4

were discussed, involving the creation”of elther o committée of the
Commission or a committee of expérts. There was general agreement that the
first step to be tzken was fhat of collectipg’and editing data on
industrial claséification systems in order that a committee might have
this material for study.“The discussion of this matter QaS ad journed

to the next meeting to permit an opportunity to draft a resolution
embodying the programme discussed.

Notlice was given that discussion of the manner in which balance of
payments statistics should be trsated by the United Nations and the
Svecislized Agenciles, especially the comments of GovefnmentsVon the
unpublished paper of the‘Leagua of Nations Committee of Statistical Experts
would be taken up as pert of Item 15 of the Agenda.

The Chairman c¢oncluded with an announcement that Mr. Mahalanobis
was expected to arrive for the next meeting and that 1t was hoped th@t this
Session might be adjourned on Wednesday, 5 February 19k7.

The meeting roase at 5:00 p.m.

- .
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Arrival of the Delepste for Indis

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed Mr. Mshelanobhis, the

reprasentative of Indie

#* Mr, Frichgen waz vresent ac onserver for Mr. G. Jahn of Whrvay,
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Future Werk cof the Cormission (Ttem 15 of the f-enda)

Continued discussion,.

Regolvtion Concerning Statistical Classification

A dreft resolution wag put to discvssion and the following text was
adopted:

"In view of the neced for and the imvortence of information with
respect to classifications uced In various countries in the sphere of
statiatics, the Strtistical Commlsslon is of the ~pinion that this
matter shovld receive early attention in the future work of the
Statistical Seccretariat.

It is recormended therefore: .

1. That the Secretary-General obtain from Govermments copiles

of the industrial classification, including all tranches of

economic activity, now in use or under consideration by them,

together with any explanatory notes vhich mav “e avallable and
that this information be collrted.

2. That a Committes of the Statisticel Commission be established

vhose functions shall be: ’

,(a) to receive a report from the Secretary-General on the
information received from Govermments concerning indvstrinl
clessification,

(») to plan and consider a future programme of work in this
field, and

(c) b0 report on the subject at the next session of the
Statisticel Commiscion.

3+ That the Economic end Social Council authcrize the Statistical

Commisslon to appocint a Committee of Ixperts, if needed, of not

more than seven memvers to serve in their individual capacity and

to make provosals to the Statisticnl Commission on a standard
industrizl classification.”

/Consiéergtion of
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atisti

Ccensideretion of Terms of Reference of Sub-Cgumissisn on St
{(Item 12 of the fpenda) (/3¢ Chavpter &, peragravhs

Tt was suggested that the Sub-Cormmisslon on Statistical Sampling in

x

studying sampling problems should focvs its attention on ths prohlems which
ares of immediate concern to the Mapbers of the United Hations and the
It was also suggested that the Bu-Commicsion should

Specialized Agenclss.
study the mears by vhich sampling mathod in statistics
tion, es well as test the

nplete ernuams

Llxd,

now inadequatoly collected by comg

~of puch envmaratinn.

accuracy
representatives and obcervers frem the Specialized Agencies

The
reninded the Commission thzt several ¢’ their curvert wro o
tae develeyynt and application of son ling

ve materially sssigled by
techniques,
at a resoiatior should be drolbed cnvedrying these

. e e
It was declded th
L ellsvronn westing.
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