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A Tvrther practical matter directly before the Commissicn is the
ection laid upon it in connection with food matters by the resolution
passed by the Heonomic and Soclal Council at its last Session.

Ve have at present in the United Nations e complex machine made up
ef functioral and regional Commissions, and there are 9 or 10 important
specialirzed agencies, Clearly the regional Commission for Latin America
will have an important role to play in co-orxrdinating these activities
on the regiopal level, and in preventing dnplication of work with other
organizations concerned, :

Members of the Commission will doubtless e aware of the work of the
Economic Cormiszgion for Asia and the Far Xast which began by concentrating
its efforts can the collection and eveluation of basic material,

The techuilcal efficiency of the Commission is bound to depend & great
deal upon the diviesion of adeguate statistical and technical data and &
feel sure that the Commission wilil wish to lay a firm groundwork of facts
on which it will want to base 1ts studies eand make ite recommerdstions,

llay I say here that I hope and trust that the technlcal work of the
Comnission, which will depend much upcn the persons appoinied to the
Secretariat, will be of the highﬁét possible order. I em rlad Mr, Owen,

e b

the Assistant Jecretary-Gensral of the Uuited Netic.os for Economic

9

Affairs, is rzuresenling Mr, Tevive Lie hers todey and can hear these

vemerks hinsell, beseuse I am sure he will egree fully., The Economie
Commission for Europs has collected in Geneve a fine body of technical
experts, and we have scen recently how the value of their technical work
has created collsboration on certain issues, on which, if they had been
vproached on a volitical basis, co-operation may have been unlilkely.

It nmight be of interest if I quoted Mr., Myrdal, the Executive
Secretary of the Economic Commisgion for Eurcpe, on this peint, In his
speech to the Third Session of the Economic Commission for Europe, he said*”
"I believe it to be a clear lesson of experience in International Economic
co-operation....,that..}},the more precisely the issue for discussion and
negotiation,,....can be defined, and the more they can be entrusted to expert
Covernment representétives, the more likely are concrete and practical
results to be achieved.™ |

I hope, therefore, that the Commission will build up a proper and
adequate apparatus of facte which are most needed for practical purpcses,
In this connection I feel sure that all of the countries concerned should
submit the fullest possible information about economic reconstruction and
their own plans which can be of reel value to their neighbours and to the
region generally, ' :
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Wle consider that the Secretariat have acted wisely in proposing in !
Document E/CN.12/4 that Menlber Goveraments of Lebin dmeyice slould
prapare between the first and the second Sessicn factuasl surveys of currant‘
economic conditione in thelr countries. In view of the magnitude of the
tagk of the collection of comprehensive date for the region this procedure
appears to be the most prectical ore to adopt at this stage.

It would be our hope that it would be possible for the Sscretariat
te give individual aseistance to Governments in the preparation of ths
Survays, and that the Specialized Agencies would be associcted as far as
vossible with the work, but it ghould in the view of my Govermmen® be a
tagk for the Commission itself to define the fields %o be surveyed.

My Ielegation naturally approaches the matter with some diffidence as
the Iatin Anarican countries themselves ere in the best position to know
their ovn problema, It would, however, appear to us that in the surveys
attention sghould be concentrated upon certain main aspescts.

Amopg thege are agricultural and indugtrial production including
guestions of types of crops, of machinery and questions of egquipment,
snd of fertilizers.,

Another espect is measures to conbat inflation, Then of course there
is the question of the necessary capitel facilities.

Ancther aspect is road and rail transport. There hes been a repcrt
on Irland Transport in Latin America by the United Nations Trancportc
and Communications Commission but the matter must have fuvrther study,

Another aspect is fuel and power production end distribution which
are necessary to-raieing the genersl level of economic activity and <o
creating e diversity of industry. Yet another aspect of the same kind is
technical training and expert assistance. .

A11 of these aspects have a bearing upon raising the general jevel
of economic activity and securing greater diversity of industry and
production, and information on them wiil no doubt find its place in the
surveys so that the Commission may develop its work on a practical and
concrete basis.

My Delegation is gled thaet the Secrstariat heve listed the question
of technical slill and training and of expert assistance among the
functions of the Commission permitting immediate action, and we shall be
glad to take e helpful part in such a discussion.

I wart, in finishing, to say how happy my Govermment is that the
Tirst Session of this Cormission is taking place in Chile, a country with
which we have so many traditional links, and a country which, if I may
gay oo, has been outstanding for its legislation in the Social fleld, based

/on a spirit
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cn a spivit of falr play amongst the varicus elements of Socletdy.

It is fitbing also that the Session sheuld teke place here for it
was Chile which wac above all responsible, through the medium of its
distinguished Delegate to the United Nations, for the setting up of the
Commission. If this Commission does not become a lusty and healthy
growth, I am sure it will not be because of any lack of effort on the part
of the Chllean Delegatioﬁ, wvhose contiibution to the work el the United
Naticns, poriticularly to the Economic and Social Council, and recently in
drametic circumstances to the work of the Security Council, hes been
outetanding.

I am grateful 4o you Mr. Cheirman, for giving me this opportunity
of centribubing to the genersl debate, and I want to say how pleased my
Delegation is to take part in this important gathering, and to take this
opportunity to thank you Mr, Chairmen, for the warmth of the welcome which
you. Have given to us iIn this distinguished city.
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