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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The item eotitledt "Ouestiols relating to ilfornation" was included in the
provisioual agenda of the forty-fourth s€ssio! of the Geueral AssenblY in
accordance rith Asse bly resolutioa 43/60 A of 6 December 1988.

2. At its 3rd pleuary neeting, on 22 sePtetnber 1989, the General' Ass€nbly, oa the
recoruretdation of the Gereral Contnittee, tlecitted to ircluds the iter|| in its agentla
and to allocate it to the Special Politica1 Cornnittee.

3. The Special Poticical Conrnitt€e corsidered the iten at its fstfr to 19th alrtl
25th meetirgs, held between 6 atd 13 Novenb€r and on 22 Novenber 1989 (see
A/SPC/44ISR,15-19 ard 25).

4. The Connittee had before it the followirg documents:

(a) Report of the Cofinittee oE Iuformationi 1/

(b) Report of the Secretary-Geleraf (L/44/653),

(c) Note by the Secretary-Geleral transmittiag tho rePort of the
Dir6ctor-General of the Ulited Natiols Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Orgalization (L/ 44/ 5Og),

Ll Official Records of the General Assenblv. Forty-fourth Session,
suPplernent No. 2t (A/44/2L>.
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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The item entitled "Questions relating to informationtl was included in the
provisional agenda of the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly in
accordance with Assembly resolution 43/60 A of 6 December 1988.

2. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 22 September 1989, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in its agenda
and to allocate it to the Special Political Committee.

3. The Special Political Committee considered the item at its 15th to 19th and
25th meetings, held between 6 and 13 November and on 22 November 1989 (see
A/SPC/44/SR.15-l9 and 25).

4. The Committee had before it the following documents:

(a) Report of the Committee on Information; ~I

(b) Report of the Secretary-General (A/44/653);

(c) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report Of the
Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (A/44/509);

~I Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty fourth Session,
Supplement No. 21 (A/44/21).
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(d) Note by the Secretary-GeDeral transnittiag the report of the Joint
Iuspection Ulit eatitted ',Review of United Natiots public ilformation
letworks - Uaitsett Natiors llformatiotr Centres., (,tIUlREp,/ 89,/ 6 ) (A/44/jZ9t and the
corunerEs of the Secretary-General thereor lA/ 44/3Zg/ Add,.f, t

(e) Note by the Secretarl7-Gereral tratramittitrg the report of the Joint
Inspection Urit eatitlea ,,Review of Uaiteit Nat,ion6 public itformatiod
networks - Reorganizat.ioD of the Departm€nt of PubLic Iaformation" (,tIUlREp/89/5)
(L,.t44/433, aDd the corunelts of the Secretary-ceueral thereon (A,/44,/433/Aatat.1).

5' The cornnittee also had before it a l€tter dateal 19 Jury 1989 frorn the chargdtl'affaires a.i. of the Permaaelrt Mission of Zlnbabl{e to the Unit€d Nati.oas
addressed to the Secr€tary-General (N 44/ 4O9-S/ZO?43 and Corr.l and Corr.2), aletter dated 1 sePtemb€r 1989 from the Psrmarelt Represeatative of Rornania to the
United Natioas addrossed to the Secretary-Geueral (At44/499, ard a Letter dated
22 september 1989 frorn ths pernaneat Repreae[tative of yugoslavia to tbe utrited
Natiols addressed to tbe Secretary-ce!€ral (A/44/SSL-S/2O'7O),

6. A.t. its 2!at meetirg, oa 5 October, the Comnittee atecided to establish an
open-ended working group oa questiors relatlng to information, chaired by
anbassador ctrarles s. Flonming (saint r,ucia), vice-chairman of the connittee, The
WorkiDg Group bas€d its rork otr ttro ro!-papers entitted ',Unit€d Nations public
infornatiotr Policies aad activities'r and "ftrformation i! the service of humalkind,.,
resPectively, $hicb had bee! prepared by tb€ Chaiflna! of the Coftnittee oDIlformatio!, aDd ameuded as a result of the aegotiatious conducteal itr tbe course of
the eleveath session of that Comrittee.

7. At its 15th ne€tiDg, on 6 Nov€nber, the Commictee heard iuEroductory
statem€Ets by the Under-Secretary-Geaeral for public Informatioa, by the
vice-cbairnan of the comnitt€€ o! r[format,ioa ard by the Director of the Lialson
Office of the Uliteat Nations Eilucatio8al, Scieatlfic aDd Cultural Organization (see
A/SPC/44,/SR. 15 ) .

L By a letter dateit 17 Novenber 1989, the Chairman of the Workiag croup o!questiols relatiag to ilfornatioa, iaformed the Chairmaa of the Special political
conmittee of the outcome of the work carried out. by the working Group, atatingthat, orring to time constrainte, the Working Group had cousidered onLy th€
non-Paper entitled "Ulited Natio[s public inforrnalion po]icies and activities', and,
although the working Group had made substautlar progress, it had faired to r€ach
consensus. Accordingly, tshe working croup recomoDded that the special politicat
Conmittee should return the noa-paper, eatitled "Ullteat Natiols public infortnationpolicies au(t activities" as amended i! the course of the negotiatio's in the
WorkiDg GrouP, to the Challman of the Conunittee on llformatiolr for whatever actionthat Corunittee deened appropriate.

9. .a,t its 23rd neeting, on 21 Novenber, the Chairnan of the Speclat political
comnittee informed rnembers tbat, pursuart to the recoflmendation of the working
Group, he had forwarded that paper by a letter dated 20 November 19e9 to the
Chairman of the Connittee oa laformatiou,
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(d) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Joint
Inspection Unit entitled "Review of United Nations public information
networks - United Nations Information Centres" (JIU/REP/89/6) (Al44/329) and the
comments of the Secretary-General thereon (A/44/329/Add.l);

(e) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Joint
Inspection Unit entitled "Review of United Nations public information
networks - Reorganization of the Department of Public Information" (JIU/REP/89/5)
(Al44/433) and the comments of the Secretary-General thereon (A/44/433/Add.l).

5. The Committee also had before it a letter dated 19 July 1989 from the Charge
d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of Zimbabwe to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General (Al44/409-S/20743 and Corr.l and Corr.2). a
letter dated 1 September 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Romania to the
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/499) and a letter dated
22 September 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Yugoslavia to the United
Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/551-S/20870).

6. At its 2nd meeting. on 5 October. the Committee decided to establish an
open-ended working group on questions relating to information. chaired by
Ambassador Charles S. Flemming (Saint Lucia). Vice-Chairman of the Committee. The
Working Group based its work on two non-papers entitled "United Nations public
information policies and activities" and "Information in the service of humankind"l
respectively. which had been prepared by the Chairman of the Committee on
Information, and amended as a result of the negotiations conducted in the course of
the eleventh session of that Committee.

7. At its 15th meeting. on 6 November. the Committee heard introductory
statements by the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information. by the
Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Information and by the Director of the Liaison
Office of the United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organization (see
A/SPC/44/SR.15).

8. By a letter dated 17 November 1989. the Chairman of the Working Group on
questions relating to information. informed the Chairman of the Special Political
Committee of the outcome of the work carried out by the Working Group. stating
that. owing to time constraints. the Working Group had considered only the
non-paper entitled "United Nations public information policies and activities" and.
although the Working Group had made substantial progress. it had failed to reach
consensus. Accordingly. the Working Group recommended that the Special Political
Committee should return the non-paper. entitled "United Nations public information
policies and activities" as amended in the course of the negotiations in the
Working Group. to the Chairman of the Committee on Information for whatever action
that Committee deemed appropriate.

9. At its 23rd meeting. on 21 November. the Chairman of the Special Political
Committee informed members that. pursuant to the recommendation of the Working
Group. he had forwarded that paper by a letter dated 20 November 1989 to the
Chairman of the Committee on Information.
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II. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

A. Draft resolution A/SPC./44./L. 26

10. At the 25th meeting, o[ 22 Novenber, t]re representative of Malaysia introduceal
a draft resol.ution (A/SPC/44/L.ZO) oa behalf of States Menbers of the United
fations t]rat are members of the Group of 77.

11. At the salne meetLag, on the basis of the l.lformatloD provideat by the Progranne
P1allitrg atd Buatget Division, tbe Chairrnan made ar oral atatement of the progratnme
bualget implicatiols i! respect of alraft reaotutioD A/S,PC/44/L.26.

12. At the same meetirg, the Committee tben adopt€d draft rgaolutiot A/$PC/44/L,26
by a recorded vote of 107 to 2, trith 20 abstentiols (see para, !.5). The votilg was
as fol lows:

I-u-iEeygsr: Afghanistan, ALgeria, Angola, Austria, Bahanas, Babrain,
Balgladesb, Barbados, Betriu, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botsnaua, Brazil,
Brulei Darussalan, Bulgaria, Burhina Faso, Byelorussia! Soviet
Socialist nepublic, cameroou, CeDtraL Africar Repub.lic, Chile,
Chiua, CoLombia, Costa Rica, C6te d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cltrrus,
Czechosl.ovakia, Democratic Kainpuchea, Democratic yemes, Dj ibouti,
Dorninica, Ecuador, Egt?t, Ethiopia, Fiji, cambia, German
Dernocratic Repu.bl.ic, Ghaua, Guiuea, Guiaea-Bissau, Cuyara,
Euugary, India, IDdotesla, fran (Islanic Republic of), Iraq,
Jordan, K€!ya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Lib6ria, Libyan Arab ,tanahiriya,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldlvea, Mall, Maurl.taaia, Merico,
Mongo1l.a, Morocco, Mo z arnbigue, Myamar, Nepal, [icaragua, Niger,
Nlgeria, otnan, Paklstatr, Panatna, Paraguay, Peru, PhiLippines,
Polard, gatar, Romalia, Rualda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vlucene and
the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore,
somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriuame, 6rrazil.and, Sweden, Syrian
Arab Republlc, Thailauil, togo, Triniatatt ard fobaEo, Tunieia,
Uganata, UkraiDia! Soviet Socialist R6public, Unio! of Sovist
Socialist Republics. United Arab Enlrates, Unitett RepuDlic of
Tanzania, Uruguay, VenezueLa, viet Nam, Yeme!, yugoslavia, Zaire,
Zanbia, Zinbabl'e.

Iarael, Uuited States of America,Aqainst:

Abstailing: Australia. Belgiurfl, Canada, Dellrlark, Fitrlald, Fra:rce, Germaty,
Fed€ral Republic of, Greece, Icel.alal, Ireland, Italy, ilapan,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, portugal, Spal!,
Iurkey, United Kilgtlon of Great Britain ald North€rn lrelald.

13. Following the voting on the draft r€solutio!, statements in explanation of
vote rrere maale blr the representatives of Austria, the Unlteal State6, I6rae1, Chlna,
Swedea, New Zealand, Fitrland, Australia, Frauce (oa behalf of the Twelve nenbers of
the Europea!. Connunity), Canada aual ilapaD.
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11. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

A. Draft resolution A/SPC/44/L.26

10. At the 25th meeting, on 22 November, the representative of Malaysia introduced
a draft resolution (A/SPC/44/L.26) on behalf of States Members of the United
Nations that are members of the Group of 77.

11. At the same meeting, on the basis of the information provided by the Programme
Planning and BUdget Division, the Chairman made an oral statement of the programme
budget implications in respect· of draft resolution A/SPC/44/L.26.

12. At the same meeting, the Committee then adopted draft resolution A/SPC/44/L.26
by a recorded vote of 107 to 2, with 20 abstentions (see para. 15). The voting was
as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Anqola, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chile,
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cote d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti,
Dominica, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gambia, German
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, MoZambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger,
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,
Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore,
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of
Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire,
Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against: Israel, United States of America.

Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
Federal Republic of, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

13. Following the voting on the draft resolution, statements in explanation of
vote were made by the representatives of Austria, the United States, Israel, China,
Sweden, New Zealand, Finland, Australia, France (on behalf of the Twelve members of
the European Community), Canada and Japan.

/ ...
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B. Candidacv for membership iu the Coftnittee oa fnfdrmation

14. At the 25th neetiag, oD 2A November, the Chairrnan dres atteutio[ to
paragraph 16 of the report of the Comnittee o! Inforrnatio\, !/ LD, which the
cotnnittee, supporting the requeEt of Nepar for nenbersbip, atecialeat to subnit the
catrdidacy to the General Assenbly for approval. At tbe safie meeting, the Comnittee
agreed to recorunend to the Gereral Assernbly the candidacy of Nepal for menbership
in tbe Corunittee on IaformatioD (aee para. 16 below).

III. RECOIA{ENDATIONS OF TgE SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE

15. The special Political conmittee recomends to the Geaeral Assernbrv the
adoptio! of the follotring draft resoluEionl

Ouostiona relatipg Eo information

Tbe General Assenbly,

RecalLinc its previous resolutioas o! questioas reratilg to iEfornation,

Reaffirminq the mandate givea to the Comittee on Informatio! by tbe
General Assenbly in it6 resolutio! 341192 of 1g Decembe r 1979,

Takinq uote of tba report of t}le Secretary-G€Deral oD guestions relating
to iaformation, ?/

ALso takipg note of the report of, the Joint lDspectioD Urlt 3/ aad the
conclusions a[d reconmotrdatioas therei! concerning the reorganiaation of the
DeparttneDt of pubLic llformatioD, as ldell as the conneats of the
Secretary-ceDeral thereo!, g/

Encouraciug the Secretary-General Co continue necessary actiotr iD order
to increase tbe efficiency ard effectiveness of the Departmert of public
IlformaeioD of the Secr€tariat, with particular emphasis ou securiag a
co-ordiDated approach to priority iasues befor€ the Organization,

A,t 44 / 653 .

L/44/433.

Al 44 / 433 / Add,. 1., aanex.

2/

4/
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B. Candidacy for membership in the Committee OD Information

14. At the 25th meeting, on 22 November, the Chairman drew attention to
paragraph 16 of the report of the Committee on Information, 1/ in which the
Committee, supporting the request of Nepal for membership, decided to submit the
candidacy to the General Assembly for approval. At the same meeting, the Committee
agreed to recommend to the General Assembly the candidacy of Nepal for membership
in the Committee on Information (see para. 16 below).

Ill. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE

15. The Special Political Committee recommends to the General Assembly the
adoption of the following draft resolution:

Ouestions relating to information

The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions on questions relating to informatioD 1

Reaffirming the mandate given to the Committee on Information by the
General Assembly in its resolution 34/182 of 18 December 1979,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on questions relating
to information, ~I

Also taking note of the report of the Joint Inspection Unit 1/ and the
conclusions and recommendations therein concerning the reorganization of the
Department of Public Information, as well as the comments of the
Secretary-General thereon, i/

Encouraging the Secretary-General to continue necessary action in order
to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the Department of Public
Information of the Secretariat, with particular emphasis on securing a
co-ordinated approach to priority issues before the Organization,

~/ A/44/653.

1/ A/44/433.

i/ A/44/433/Add.l, annex.

/ ...
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Taking note of the conpreheDsive report of the Conmittee on
Information, l.z which served as a! important basis ald st.irnulated further
deliberations,

I

Information in the service of mankind

Uroes tbe full implenentation of the followirg reconrneadatl.ons:

(I) All countries, the Uniteil Nations system as a lrltoLe atld aI1
others concerned should, reaffirrning their conrnitneat to the principles
of the Charter of the Utrited Nations anal adhering to the principles of
freedom of th€ pr€ss ald freealon of ilfornation, as well as to those of
the intleperdeace, pluratism and diversity of the media, co-operate aud
interact in respordirg to the call for Ehe establisbment of a new rrorld
informat.ion and cornnunication order, seea as an evolviug aad coatinuous
proce6s, aimed at eLininating the existing inbalances betweea d€veloped
and developing courtries ia the field of iufornatio! and cotnnunication,
at reducing exlsting disparities in irformatioa flous at the
itrternational as well as the uational Level atrd at improviEg the media
infrastructure ald conmuDicatioD technology in the developiDg countries
i! order to increase their participaEion in the conynunication process,
based on the free fl.ow atrd rider and beeeer balanc€d disseninatio! of
iuformation as lrell as on the neaaingful. and equal participation of a1l
coultries in the field of infornation aad comrnulication, ensurilg the
diversity of sources of and free ascess to iDfornatior anal intended co
advance the nutual knowledge ard urderstaDdiDg of peoples through aLl
means of nass conmuuication as an importaat contributio! tor.ards
strengthening intertrational peace and understanding. lhe centraL rote of
the United Natioas Educational, Scientific aDd Cultural Organization in
this regard, in line with that organization's strategies, should be
reaffirnedi

(2') Fully aeare of the irnportant role that the mealia world-wide can
fr€ely play, the rnass rnedia shouLd be encouraged to give wider and
objective coverage to the efforts of the international corununity towards
gLobal Cevelopneut. and, in particular, the efforts of the developing
countries to achieve economic, social aDd cultural progressi

(3) A11 courtries are urged to assure to journalists the free al]d
effective performance of Eheir professional tasks, all physical attacks
agaiast them should be resolutely condernnedi

5/ Officiat Records of the General Assemb1f,. Forty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. 2l (L/44/2f).
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Taking note of the comprehensive report of the Committee on
Information, ~/ which served as an important basis and stimulated further
deliberations,

I

Information in the service of mankind

Urges the full implementation of the following recommendations:

(1) All countries, the United Nations system as a whole and all
others concerned should, reaffirming their commitment to the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations and adhering to the principles of
freedom of the press and freedom of information, as well as to those of
the independence, pluralism and diversity of the media, co-operate and
interact in responding to the call for the establishment of a new world
information and communication order, seen as an evolving and continuous
process, aimed at eliminating the existing imbalances between developed
and developing countries in the field of information and communication,
at reducing existing disparities in information flows at the
international as well as the national level and at improving the media
infrastructure and communication technology in the developing countries
in order to increase their participation in the communication process,
based on the free flow and wider and better balanced dissemination of
information as well as on the meaningful and equal participation of all
countries in the field of information and communication, ensuring the
diversity of sources of and free access to information and intended to
advance the mutual knowledge and understanding of peoples through all
means of mass communication as an important contribution towards
strengthening international peace and understanding. The central role of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in
this regard, in line with that organization's strategies, should be
reaffirmed:

(2) Fully aware of the important role that the media world-wide can
freely play, the mass media should be encouraged to give wider and
objective coverage to the efforts of the international community towards
global ~evelopment and, in particular, the efforts of the developing
countries to achieve economic, social and cultural progress:

(3) All countries are urged to assure to journalists the free and
effective performance of their professional tasks; all physical attacks
against them should be resolutely condemned;

21 Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty fourth Session,
Supplement No, 21 (A/44/21).
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(4) .Lrrare of tbe erlsting inbalaDcea Ln the int€rnationa!.
ilistribution of n€trs, particularly that affecting the devel.oping
countries, it is reconrneDded that urg€Dt atteDtloa should be giveu to the
eliniratioD of €xisting inequalities aud the r€ductiotr of existiDg
disparities i! informatio! flor.s at the ilternational as well as th€
natioaal level., to the encouragemeat of the free flo$ and the promotl.oa
of trider aud. better baLanced disserniuatlon of i[fornatio!, l'lttrout atry
obstacle to freedom of erpressl.oa, and to the advancenent of nutual.
knowledge aad understardlng of p€op1es through the divsrsification of
sources of irformatlon, reepectiEg the iDterests, aspiratloas alrd
socio-cultural vatu€s of all. peoplesi

(5) The Unlted ttations aystem aa a whoLe, particularty the Uaited
Natiols Educatiolal, Scieat,ific atd Cul.tural Organizatio!, atd the
developed couatrl.es should be urged to .o-op"t"i" LD a concerted manDer
rith th6 developing coutrtrLes anit tbeir rnedia, public, privat€ and other,
trith a view to strergtheaitrg the iDfornation and cornnunication
infrastructure in the latter couatries and pronotiug their accesa to
advanced communicatio! technology, ia accordatrce with tbeir needa atrd the
priorities attacbad to such areas by the developiag countries, so aa to
enable then a[d t]roir Detlla to develop tbelr orn infornation and
conmunicatl.on policies freely and ilalepeadetrtly a.ad iD the light of their
social aud cultural valuea, adherl[g to th€ priaciple of freedom of
iDformatio! a[d freedorn of ttte press. I! thls regard, support strould be
provided for the coltiruatio! ard streagtheniag of praclical training
progrannes for broadcasters alrd journalists frotn developitrg couttriesi

(6) RegioDal €fforts and co-operatl.on arnong developing countries,
as well as co-operation bett'ee! developed ald devel.oplng cou.ntries, to
strelgthen commulication capacities atd to develop further the nedia
ilfrastructure in the developing coultries, especially i! the areas of
trailing aad disseminatio! of ilformation, strould be enhanced so as to
encourage the free flot. aad promote sider aud better balalc€d
dissenination of infornatloni

(7) The urited Natioas system, particularly the Ulited Natiolrs
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatio!, i! addltiot to
bil.ateral co-operatio!, €hould aim at providilg all possible support and
assistalc€ to tbe deveLopiag countries atd tbeir media, public autt
private or other, rrith due regard to their interests a:rd leede in the
fietd of informatio! and to actlon aLready aatopted within th€ Uaited
NatioDs system, iacl.uding iD particular:

(a) The development of tbe hrmaD ald technical resources that are
indispensable for the improvement of irformatioD ald corunual.cation
syatems i[ devetoping countries a|ld support for tbe continuaeion ard
strengthening of practical training programmes, such as those already
operatitrg ulder both pubtlc antt private auspices throughout the
developing wortd;
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(4) Aware of the existing imbalances in the international
distribution of news, particularly that affecting the developing
countries, it is recommended that urgent attention should be given to the
elimination of existing inequalities and the reduction of existing
disparities in information flows at the international as well as the
national level, to the encouragement of the free flow and the promotion
of wider and better balanced dissemination of information, without any
obstacle to freedom of expression, and to the advancement of mutual
knowledge and understanding of peoples through the diversification of
sources of information, respecting the interests, aspirations and
socio-cultural values of all peoples;

(5) The United Nations system as a whole, particularly the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, and the
developed countries should be urged to co-operate in a concerted manner
with the developing countries and their media, public, private and other,
with a view to strengthening the information and communication
infrastructure in the latter countries and promoting their access to
advanced communication technology, in accordance with their needs and the
priorities attached to such areas by the developing countries, so as to
enable them and their media to develop their own information and
communication policies freely and independently and in the light of their
social and cultural values, adhering to the principle of freedom of
information and freedom of the press. In this regard, support should be
provided for the continuation and strengthening of practical training
programmes for broadcasters and journalists from developing countries;

(6) Regional efforts and co-operation among developing countries,
as well as co-operation between developed and developing countries. to
strengthen communication capacities and to develop further the media
infrastructure in the developing countries, especially in the areas of
training and dissemination of information, should be enhanced so as to
encourage the free flow and promote wider and better balanced
dissemination of information;

(7) The United Nations system, particularly the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, in addition to
bilateral co-operation, should aim at providing all possible support and
assistance to the developing countries and their media, public and
private or other, with due regard to their interests and needs in the
field of information and to action already adopted within the United
Nations system, including in particular:

(a) The development of the human and technical resources that are
indispensable for the improvement of information and communication
systems in developing countries and support for the continuation and
strengthening of practical training programmes, such as those already
operating under both public and private auspices throughout the
developing world;
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(b) The crbation of cotrditiotts that will €nable deveLoPilg
countries and their media, public, private or other, to have, by using
their natioaat and regional resourcea, the cotmunicatioa technologY
suited to their natio[al !e€ds, as well as the aecessary prograflae
materlal, especlally for radl.o ard televisio[ broadcastlagi

(c) Assista:rce in establishilg atrd Promoting telecornrnulicatiotr
links at the subregioaal, regional and iaterregional levels, esPecially
among developing courtries t

(8) Ful.1 support should be proviiled for the Irteruational Progranne
for the Devel.opneat of Commuaication of the United Natious Educatiolal,
Scientific aad Cultural Orgatrization, which should suPPort botlt Public
and private mediai

tt

Uniteat Nations pubLic iafornation policies and activities

1. CalLs ugon the Secret ary-General, i! respect of Uniteal Nations
public iDfortnatiotr policies aad activities, to lnplenelt the foll'owilg
reconrmeldatiors :

(1) The Unitod Nations syst€n as a whoLe should co-oPerate in a
coucerted manner, through lts irfortnation services, ia PromoEilg a more
corE)rehensive and real.istic image of the activities ard potential of the
United Natiors system ia all its eadeavours. in accordance with the
prirciples and purposes of the charter of ttrs united Natiots, with
particular emphasis oD the creation of a ctimate of confidence, the
strengtherilg of multilateralism aad the pronotioa of the devefoPtnelt
activities in the Unitett Natioas systemt

(2, Reaffirmilg tbe primary role of tbe General Asseribly itr
el.aboratlng, co-ordiaatilg aad harnonizing United NatioDs Policies and
activiti€s ia the fieLtl of infornatio!, th€ Secretaty-Gereral should be
requested to ensure that the activitles of the Departnent of Public
Information, as the focaL point of the public lnformatio! tasks of the
Unitetl Natioas, are strelgchered ard irnproved, keepitg in view tho
purposes anat principtes of the Charter, the priority areas defineal by the
Assenbly atrd the reconurendatioDs of the Conmittee on Information, so as
to ersure a! obJective anal more coh€r€nt cov€rage of, as wel,l aa better
kDovl.edge about, the United Nations and its rorl<. It is recomneltled tbat
the Secretary-Geleral should ensure that the Department of Public
Ilformatio!:

(a) co-operate more regularly t{ith the united Nations Educatiolal,
scie[tific aDd Cultural orgalizatio!, especia].ly at the rtorhing leveL,
nith a vien to maximizing the contributioa of the DePartment to the
efforts of that organization iu:
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(b) The creation of conditions that will enable developing
countries and their media, public, private or other, to have, by using
their national and regional resources, the communication technology
suited to their national needs, as well as the necessary programme
material, especially for radio and television broadcasting;

(c) Assistance in establishing and promoting telecommunication
links at the subregional, regional and interregional levels, especially
among developing countries;

(8) Full support should be provided for the International Programme
for the Development of Communication of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, which should support both public
and private media;

II

United Nations public information policies and activities

1. Calls upon the Secretary-General, in respect of United Nations
public information policies and activities, to implement the following
recommendations:

(1) The United Nations system as a whole should co-operate in a
concerted manner, through its information services, in promoting a more
comprehensive and realistic image of the activities and potential of the
United Nations system in all its endeavours, in accordance with the
principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations, with
particular emphasis on the creation of a climate of confidence, the
strengthening of multilateral ism and the promotion of the development
activities in the United Nations system;

(2) Reaffirming the primary role of the General Assembly in
elaborating, co-ordinating and harmonizing United Nations policies and
activities in the field of information, the Secretary-General should be
requested to ensure that the activities of the Department of Public
Information, as the focal point of the public information tasks of the
United Nations, are strengthened and improved, keeping in view the
purposes and principles of the Charter, the priority areas defined by the
Assembly and the recommendations of the Committee on Information, so as
to ensure an objective and more coherent coverage of, as well as better
knowledge about, the United Nations and its work. It is recommended that
the Secretary-General should ensure that the Department of Public
Information:

(~) Co-operate more regularly with the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, especially at the working level,
with a view to maximizing the contribution of the Department to the
efforts of that organization in:

I .•.
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(i) Eacouraging the free florr of itformation, at the i[teruational
as I'ell as the natiotral leveLi

(ii) Protnotirg Ehe rider and better balalced dissetnlnation of
infornatioa, without atry obstacLe to the freedom of expression;

(iii) Developing alt the appropriate rneaas of strengtheuing
connunicatio! capacities in the developiDg countries in order
to increase their participation in the connunication processi

(iv) Advanciug lhe mutual kloirledge and urderstanding of peoples
through all meatrs of mass eonmulrication and, to that end,
recommending -uch interlatioDal agreenents as may be aeceasary
Eo pronote the free flow of ideas by word and image i

(b) Enhaace its co-operatio! vith news agencies of and in the
developiag countries, in parEicular the Neus Ageacies pool of Non-Aligneat
Countries, the Eco-Pool. of the Nel's Ageacies of No!-ALigtred Countries and
the Broadcasting Organizatioa of NoD-Aligued Countries, as well as with
oEher news agencies aDd iatergoverDneltal and regiolal organizatioaai

(q) Continue to dissernirate, i! co-orditration with the iaf,ormation
services of oth6r reLevant. agencies, infornation abouc UDited Natio[s
activities pertaining, irter a1ia, to:

(i) Interrational peace and securityi

(ii) Disarmanert;

(iii) Peace-keeping operationsi

(iv) Decolonization a[d the situatioa ia Ehe NoB-Sel f-Governinq
Territories;

(v)

(vi )

(vii )

tvrIU

The eliminatioD of foreign occupationi

Hufia! rights i

The elinination of al] forms of racial discrininationi

and their role in

development, as well as
airned at resolviag exEernal

The advancemeat of the status of tronen
societyi

(ix) The problerns of econbmic and social
internatiola1 econornic co-operation
debt problems;

(x) The enviroD.rneDt i
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(i) Encouraging the free flow of information, at the international
as well as the national level;

(ii) Promoting the wider and better balanced dissemination of
information, without any obstacle to the freedom of exp~ession;

(iii) Developing all the appropriate means of strengthening
communication capacities in the developing countries in order
to increase their participation in the communication process;

(iv) Advancing the mutual knowledge and understanding of peoples
through all means of mass communication and, to that end,
recommending wuch international agreements as may be necessary
to promote the free flow of ideas by word and image;

(Q) Enhance its co-operation with news agencies of and in the
developing countries, in particular the News Agencies Pool of Non-Aligned
Countries, the Eco-Pool of the News Agencies of Non-Aligned Countries and
the Broadcasting Organization of Non-Aligned Countries, as well as with
other news agencies and intergovernmental and regional organizations;

(~). Continue to disseminate, in co-ordination with the information
services of other relevant agencies, information about United Nations
activities pertaining, inter alia, to:

(i) International peace and security;

(ii) Disarmament;

(iii) Peace-keeping operations;

(iv) Decolonization and the situation in the Non-Self-Governing
Territories;

(v) The elimination of foreign occupation;

(vi) Human rights;

(vii) The elimination of all forms of racial discrimination;

(viii) The advancement of the status of women and their role in
society;

(ix) The problems of economic and social development, as well as
international economic co-operation aimed at resolving external
debt problems;

(x) The environment;
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(ri) The canpaig! against terrorisrn ilt all its f,orms, bearinq ia
minal General Assenbly resolution 4o/6L of 9 Decenber 1985t

(rii) The iateraatioaal campaign agaiasE drug abuse alil itlicit
traffickiDg, inclualing adequate coverage of the sPecial session
of the Geteral Assenbly to colsidor the questio! of
Lnteraational co-oPeratioa agallst illicit Productiol, suPPly,
demand, traffiching a:rd distribution of aarcotic drugs, with a
view to exparding Ehe scope and increasing the effectiveless of
such co-operatio!, to be belil from 20 Eo 23 February 1990;

(!l) Do its uttnost to disseminate wittely aDal to publicize the United
Natiols Progranme of Actior for African Economic Recovery and DeveloPment
1986-1990 and ttre tremetrdous efforts of the African councries towards
recovery and develoPtnent, as ttel1 as the Positive resPonse by tbe
latertratioaal cornnunity to alleviate the serious ecoaonic situatioa
prevaillng ia Africai

(e) Strengthe! its activitles ald the diesemiaation of infornation
on United Nations activities against the Policies and Practices of
apartheid, giving due attetrtion to the uttilateral measures anal official
censorship iflEosed o! the local ald iaternational rnedia with regard to
al1 aspects of that. issue, provide aatequat€ coverage of the sixteenth
special sesslon of the General Assembl.y o! !!gqEbg!a! aaal lta deatructive
consequences in southern A,frica, to be belal fron 12 to 14 Decenber !.989,
ard reporC thereo! to the Conmittee on Informatioa at its twelfth
session, ia 1990;

(f) Contitrue to disseminate inf,ormatio! about activitl'es of the
Uniteat Nations directed at a cornpreheasive, just ald lasting solutiotr of
itrternational confLicts by exclusively peac€ful meaaat

(S) CoDtirue to cover all United Nations activities Pertainiag to
the aituatioD ir the Miitdl.e Eash and the questioa of Pafestitre iD'
partl,cql,ar, and currelt developments thereiD, in accordance t'lth releva!!
united Fations resolutiols, and report thereon to the Connittee on
fnfortnatio! at its twelfth session, in 1990,

(b) Continu6 to disseninace infornation about Namibia, in
particular the curreDt Lndependence Process as Provided for in Security
Council resolutio! 435 (1978) of 29 sePtenber 1978t the DeParttneat should
nake adequate plans for the establishnent of an laforrnation ceatre in
Nanibia, cotlsulting th€reon with the Goverlnelt of the nert latiou
inmetliatel.y after inalepeDdeucet

(!) Ersure th6 provision of coverage of bhe sPecial session of the
Getreral Assembly devoted to itternatioaal ecoaonic co-oPeratio4, itr
particular to Ehe revitalization of economic grosth and develoPnelt of
the iteveloping countries, to be treld fron 23 to 27 APril 1990,
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(xi) The campaign against terrorism in all its forms, bearing in
mind General Assembly resolution 40161 of 9 December 1985;

(xii) The international campaign against drug abuse and illicit
trafficking, including adequate coverage of the special session
of the General Assembly to consider the question of
international co-operation against illicit production, supply,
demand, trafficking and distribution of narcotic drugs, with a
view to expanding the scope and increasing the effectiveness of
such co-operation, to be held from 20 to 23 February 1990;

(g) Do its utmost to disseminate widely and to publicize the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development
1986-1990 and the tremendous efforts of the African countries towards
recovery and development, as well as the positive response by the
international community to alleviate the serious economic situation
prevailing in Africa;

(~) Strengthen its activities and the dissemination of information
on United Nations activities against the policies and practices of
apartheig, giving due attention to the unilateral measures and official
censorship imposed on the local and international media with regard to
all aspects of that issue, provide adequate coverage of the sixteenth
special session of the General Assembly on apartheid and its destructive
consequences in southern Africa, to be held from 12 to 14 December 1989,
and report thereon to the Committee on Information at its twelfth
session, in 1990;

(1) Continue to disseminate information about activities of the
United Nations directed at a comprehensive, just and lasting solution of
international conflicts by exclusively peaceful means;

(g) Continue to cover all United Nations activities pertaining to
the situation in the Middle East and the question of Palestine in·
particular, and current developments therein, in accordance with relevant
United Nations resolutions, and report thereon to the Committee on
Information at its twelfth session, in 1990;

(h) Continue to disseminate information about Namibia, in
particular the current independence process as provided for in Security
Council resolution 435 (1978) of 29 September 1978; the Department should
make adequate plans for the establishment of an information centre in
Namibia, consulting thereon with the Government of the new nation
immediately after independence;

(i) En~ure the provision of coverage of the special session of the
General Assembly devoted to international economic co-operation, in
particular to the revitalization of economic growth and development of
the developing countries, to be held from 23 to 27 April 1990;
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(3) The Deparcmert of Public lafonnatioa sboul.d contttue its
efforts iD pronotitrg aD inforned uadersealdiDg of tbe sork and purposes
of the Unlteal Nations aystem anong th6 peoples of the world ald ia
stredgthetring the image of tb€ United Natiora syaten as a rhoLe and, in
this conuection, it is recomtended tbat tbe Secr€tary-Geaeral sboulal
ensure that the Department !

(a) Contiaue to nalataiD consist€Dt editorial indepeadeace aud
accuracy ia reporting atl naterial it produces, taLing lecessary measures
to ersure that its output colta, us adequate, objective ald equitabl€
ilfornatiotr about issues bef,ore th€ Organizatioa, reflectilg divergent
opinions where they occuri

(h) I! ttre colte:t of the review of its role, performaace aad
nethod of uort, coatinue to apply appropriate modertr techtologies for the
collection, productioD, storage, disseniDatioa ald distributio! of
informatio! materiaLs, including the use of satellite facilities,

(c) Consider erpaaditg the programne of telepboDe lews bulletlns
that are paitl for by its userst

(i!) CoDtiDue its co-operatlou aitb tbose couDtries thats hav€
expressed readiness to assist th€ United Nations in resumiag the
dhort-wave broadcasts througb tbeir rBstr)€cClve aatsiotal D€tTorks f,ree of
charge ard to eacourage eapatsio! of auch a t!?e of co-operation nith
those developed aad developlng couDtries with recognized capabilities ir.
this field,

(e) Take ad.equate neasures co resume the taped fadio prografines,
which it has tenporarily curtaiLed, if so requesteil by broadcastiag
stations;

(l) Continue iCs briefiDg, assistatrce aEd orleDtatio! prografine for
broadcastera and journalists from tteveloplng couatriea focused on U[ited.
Natiors-related issues i

(S) fdeDtify new forns of co-operation, at the regio[a1 atd
subregional levels, for the traiDilg of media professionals ard for the
improvemeat of the infrastructure of develophg countries in the field of
information ald conmunicatiolt

(h) Co-op€rate reith educatiolal institutlons of Member States,
educators atrd educatio! policy-rnakers, informing them about United
Nations activities t

(i) Ensure adequate daily coverage of United Nations ope! tneetings
in the two working laDguages of the Secretariat, refl.ecting the views of
all del.egations flith accuracy ard objectivity. IE should also contLuue
to co-operate cl.osely with aatl provide asaistance to rnenibers of the
Uaitett Natio[s CorrespoDdents' AssociatioD, takiag iuto accouut ttteir
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(3) The Department of Public Information should continue its
efforts in promoting an informed understanding of the work and purposes
of the United Nations system among the peoples of the world and in
strengthening the image of the United Nations system as a whole and, in
this connection, it is recommended that the Secretary-General should
ensure that the Department:

(g) Continue to maintain consistent editorial independence and
accuracy in reporting all material it produces, taking necessary measures
to ensure that its output contains adequate, objective and equitable
information about issues before the Organization, reflecting divergent
opinions where they occur;

(h) In the context of the review of its role, performance and
method of work, continue to apply appropriate modern technologies for the
collection, production, storage, dissemination and distribution of
information materials, including the use of satellite facilities;

(~) Consider expanding the programme of telephone news bulletins
that are paid for by its users;

(g) Continue its co-operation with those countries that have
expressed readiness to assist the United Nations in resuming the
short-wave broadcasts through their respective national networks free of
charge and to encourage expansion of such a type of co-operation with
those developed and developing countries with recognized capabilities in
this field;

(~) Take adequate measures to resume the taped radio programmes,
which it has temporarily curtailed, if so requested by broadcasting
stations;

(1) Continue its briefing, assistance and orientation programme for
broadcasters and journalists from developing countries focused on United
Nations-related issues;

(g) Identify new forms of co-operation, at the regional and
subregional levels, for the training of media professionals and for the
improvement of the infrastructure of developing countries in the field of
information and communication;

(h) Co-operate with educational institutions of Member States,
educators and education policy-makers, informing them about United
Nations activities;

(1) Ensure adequate daily coverage of United Nations open meetings
in the two working languages of the Secretariat, reflecting the views of
all delegations with accuracy and objectivity. It should also continue
to co-operate closely with and provide assistance to members of the
United Nations Correspondents' ~ssociation, takinq into account their
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need6 aad requLrements, especialty in tha area of Press releases, Press
conferences aad briefiags, nhich proviate thetn sith basic inf,ornatiotr for
r€portiDgi

(i) Use th6 official languages of the Ulitetl Nations adeguately in
ite docum€ats a:rd audlo-vlsual documaltatioa and tnahe balatrced use of the
tpo working languages of hhe Secretarl.att

(k) Easure timely tlistributio! of its mat€rial to subscribers ard
to Ulltetl Natiols ilformatio! ceatrest

(4) Tb€ D€partmelt of Public InformatloE should produce aad
atistribute lts publicatiols i[ a tinely manner. I! Particular, tbe
Secretary-Geaeral shoutd be requested to make further ef,forts regarditrg
the t.irnely appearance of the unit€d Nations Yearbook. The inProvemeat in
forrnat aaal prlntlng of the USile-a!--Nggic$E-lhEAgi-qle Ls relcorne. T]1e

Departmelt is encouraged to coatinue to corsider the itrteresta of the
specific target audi€Dces as it fornulates its eilitorial policies;

(5) The Secretary-Geueral is urgeil to continue his efforts to
secure a souad and stable fiDancial basis for tbs publicatioBs
DeveloDment Forum and Africa Recovervt

(6) It is recognized that urited Natioas iaformation celEres
colstitut€ an importart means of dissemiaatiag infornation about the
united Natiols anoDg the people of the world. In thls regard, united
Natiols Lnformatlon ceutres should llte[sify direct ard systematic
comnuaication exchange rrith local nedia, informatioa ard educational
institutions ard lon-governnental orgaaizations. Ttte Departmeat should
arrarge for perlodlc evaluatl.o! of the certres' activities in this
regarat. Every effort gbould b€ tnade to establlsh close co-ordination
with other fielit offices of the UDited Nations system, particularly those
of the Ullced Natsiols Develognelt Programs, in order to avold
atupllcation of wort, takiag into account the fuuctional autonorny that the
Ulited Natious informatior ce[tres shou].d have. a. report should be
submitted to tbe Coflmlttee otr IEformation after the first year of the
provisional understanding betweea the Departmetrt antt tbe Unitetl Nations
Development Progranne, reached in accordarce nitb recorrneldatiol 37 (3)
of Ehe Group of High-leveL lntergovernmental. Experts to Aeview the
Efficieacy of tbe AdrnilisEratlve ald Filancial I'unctioning of tbe UBited
Natioas. E/ The Departrneat Ehould provide ope! anal ulhiodered access by
all p€opl€ to all urited Nations irformatiotr ceutrea alal to all materials
distributeal through th€ c€ltres. It is also urged to accelerat€ the
process of ]i!kl!g Etre remaiuing united Nations iaformatiol centres that
have rot been lirked with el.ectroric mail.i

g/ Official Records of the Getr€r
No. 49 (A./41,/49 ) .
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needs and requirements, especially in the area of press releases, press
conferences and briefings, which provide them with basic information for
reporting;

(i) Use the official lanquages of the United Nations adequately in
its documents and audio-visual documentation and make balanced use of the
two working languages of the Secretariat;

(k) Ensure timely distribution of its material to subscribers and
to United Nations information centres;

(4) The Department of Public Information should produce and
distribute its publications in a timely manner. In particular, the
Secretary-General should be requested to make further efforts regarding
the timely appearance of the United Nations Yearbook. The improvement in
format and printing of the United Nations Chronicle is welcome. The
Department is encouraged to continue to consider the interests of the
specific target audiences as it formulates its editorial policies;

(5) The Secretary-General is urged to continue his efforts to
secure a sound and stable financial basis for the publications
Deyelopment Forum and Africa Recovery;

(6) It is recognized that United Nations information centres
constitute an important means of disseminating information about the
United Nations among the people of the world. In this regard, United
Nations information centres should intensify direct and systematic
communication exchanqe with local medial information and educational
institutions and non-governmental organizations. The Department should
arrange for periodic evaluation of the centres' activities in this
regard. Every effort should be made to establish close co-ordination
with other field offices of the United Nations system, particularly those
of the United Nations Development Programme, in order to avoid
duplication of work, taking into account the functional autonomy that the
United Nations information centres should have. A report should be
submitted to the Committee on Information after the first year of the
provisional understanding between the Department and the United Nations
Development Programme, reached in accordance with recommendation 37 (3)
of the Group of High-level Intergovernmental Experts to Review the
Efficiency of the Administrative and Financial Functioning of the United
Nations. Q/ The Department should provide open and unhindered access by
all people to all United Nations information centres and to all materials
distributed through the centres. It is also urged to accelerate the
process of linking the remaining United Nations information centres that
have not been linked with electronic mail;

Q/ Official Records of the General Assembly. Forty-first Session. Supplement
No. 49 (A/4l/49).
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(7) Streseing tbe lleed for co-ordiaating the information activities
of the Unit€d. Natiols system alrd recogEizing the irnportaat role that the
iloiat United NatioDs Infornatiol Cornmittee plays in that regard, the
Departneut of, Public lDforrnatioa is encouraged to continue its active
participation i!. the rork of that Cotruritteei

(8) It is recogniEed that free distributiou of materials is
necessary in th€ pu.blic l[fofmatio! activities of the United Natiots.
However, as dema[ds increase ald nbenever it is desirable and possible.
the Departnent of Public Itrfornation should activeLy etrcourage the sale
of its naterial.s,

(9) The Secretary-GeDeral is requeated to ensure that. the
reorgaaization and restructuring of tbe DeparErelt of public Information
stretrgthen and irnprove the output of the maldated progranmes and
acCivities of the Department, takilg Lnto accouDt, i! confornity r.ith the
relevart provisions of the Charter and of Geleral Assenbly resolution
4L/2].3 of lg Decernber 1986, the n€ed for eguitable geographical
distribution of posts, especiatly keeping in miad the levels at rhich
developiug countriea are underrepresentedt

(10) In view of the importarce of radio prograrnmes in d.evelopilg
couutries, the Secretary-General is requested to eDhaDce th€ efficiency
of anrd to ensure fuLl. programe delivery by all regioual radio uaits,
lamely, the African, Asiar, Caribbea!, Buropea[, Latin tunerica-n and
Middle Eastern Uaits aEd the Alti-ADg!]lhe:af prograrnmes S€ctiotr, iacluding
productior of radio progratxnes cal.ted for in General Assenbly reaolution
38/82 B of 15 December 1983,

(11) A1l reports by the Secr€tary-Geteral, as we.l)- as by
representatives of the Departmert of public ruformation, to the connittee
on Informatiotr and to the GeneraL Assenbly, in particular on uer
progranmes or on the eaparsion of eristing progranmes, shouLd contairs

(a) Detailed iaformation on the output of ehe Departmett otl each
topic included j.n its trork progranme, which forns the basis of its
progra.ntne budget,

(b) The costs of the activities undertaten o! each topici

(c) Adequate iafornatioa on target audietrces, 6nd-use of the
Department'6 products aEd alalysis of feedback data received by the
Departmeat;

(af) A statement detailiag the priority level that the
Secretary-Geuera] has attached to curreDt or future activities of the
Departrnent in docunelts dealing with such activitiesi
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(7) Stressing the need for co-ordinating the information activities
of the United Nations system and recognizing the important role that the
Joint United Nations Information Committee plays in that regard, the
Department of Public Information is encouraged to continue its active
participation in the work of that Committee;

(8) It is recognized that free distribution of materials is
necessary in the public information activities of the United Nations.
However, as demands increase and whenever it is desirable and possible,
the Department of Public Information should actively encourage the sale
of its materials;

(9) The Secretary-General is requested to ensure that the
reorganization and restructuring of the Department of Public Information
strengthen and improve the output of the mandated programmes and
activities of the Department, taking into account, in conformity with the
relevant provisions of the Charter and of General Assembly resolution
41/213 of 19 December 1986, the need for equitable geographical
distribution of posts, especially keeping in mind the levels at which
developing countries are under represented;

(10) In view of the importance of radio programmes in developing
countries, the Secretary-General is requested to enhance the efficiency
of and to ensure full programme delivery by all regional radio units,
namely, the African, Asian, Caribbean, European, Latin American and
Middle Eastern Units and the Anti Apartheid Programmes Section, including
production of radio programmes called for in General Assembly resolution
38/82 B of 15 December 1983;

(11) All reports by the Secretary-General, as well as by
representatives of the Department of Public Information, to the Committee
on Information and to the General Assembly, in particular on new
programmes or on the expansion of existing programmes, should contain:

(g) Detailed information on the output of the Department on each
topic included in its work programme, which forms the basis of its
programme bUdget;

(Q) The costs of the activities undertaken on each topic;

(Q) Adequate information on target audiences, end-use of the
Department's products and analysis of feedback data received by the
Department;

(g) A statement detailing the priority level that the
Secretary-General has attached to current or future activities of the
Department in documents dealing with such activities;

I ...
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(e) The Department's evaluatio! of tbe effectlveaess of its
iliffereut progrannes autt aclivities, rith particular reference to the
need consta.ntly to revier inter[a]. progranme eleneDts aad activitiest

Z. Requests the Secretary-Geterat to inpl€nert the recomneldatiota
relatiag to the activities of, the Departnert of public I[formatiot ia
accordance with the butlgetary procedures as approved by the Gen€ra1 Assernbly
in its resolutions 41./21.3 of 19 Decernb€r 1986, 42/ 2LL of 21 Decernber L98Z anal
43 /213 of 21 Dec€nber 1988, and taking iuto account the priorities set by the
Assenblyi

3. Suggorts the Secretary-General in his coatitruiag efforts to
restructure and revitalize the Department of public IaformatioD, based oa the
relevant provisioas of ceneral Assenbly reaolutioa 4l/2]-j,

4. Requests the Secretary-Gereral to report to tbe Connitte€ oI
Informatio! at its twelfth sessioa ia 1990 on the activities of the Department
of Public IDf,ormation and oa the irnplerneatation of the reconrneadatioDs i! tbe
present resolutioni

5. Also requests the Secretary-General. to report to the General
Assembly at its forty-fifth sessioa oa the inplementation of the presett
resolutioni

6. nscuests the Cornrnittee on IaformatioD to report to the GeneraL
Assernbly at iEs forty-fifth sessioni

7. Decides to laclude i! the proviaiotral agenda of its forty-fifth
sessiou the it€m entitled ,'ouestiots relatilg to infortnat.io!.'.

*t*

16. The special Politicar connnlttee recomnends to the General Assembty the
cardidaey of Nepal for mernbership ia the Corntnittee on Iaformatio!.
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(~) The Department's evaluation of the effectiveness of its
different programmes and activities, with particular reference to the
need constantly to review internal programme elements and activities;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to implement the recommendations
relating to the activities of the Department of Public Information in
accordance with the budgetary procedures as approved by the General Assembly
in its resolutions 41/213 of 19 December 1986, 42/211 of 21 December 1987 and
43/213 of 21 December 1988, and taking into account the priorities set by the
Assembly;

3. Supports the Secretary-General in his continuing efforts to
restructure and revitalize the Department of Public Information, based on the
relevant provisions of General Assembly resolution 41/213;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Committee on
Information at its twelfth session in 1990 on the activities of the Department
of Public Information and on the implementation of the recommendations in the
present resolution;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the General
Assembly at its forty-fifth session on the implementation of the present
resolution;

6. Requests the Committee on Information to report to the General
Assembly at its forty-fifth session;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-fifth
session the item entitled "Questions relating to information".

* * *
16. The Special Political Committee recommends to the General Assembly the
candidacy of Nepal for membership in the Committee on Information.


