
UNITED
NATIONS

•
General Assembly

PROVIS ZONAL

A/44/PV.5l
17 Novellber 1989

BNQ,ISH

Forty-fourtb seaaton

GBNBRAL 16SBMBLY

PROVISJ.>NAL VEIeATIM RBCDRD OF THE fIFTY-FIRST MEETING

Held at Headquarters, New York,
on Thursday, 9 November 1989, at 3 p.m.

A
. -"";)-".'-"".,

President,

later,

laten

Mr. NAVAJAS MOGRO
(Vice-Ptesident)

Mr. G\RBA
(President)

Mt. BURST
(Vice-President)

(Bolivia)

(Nigeria)

(Antigua and Barbuda)

Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Afriea (281 (continued)

(a) lleport of the Special Committee against Apartheid

(b) Report of the Intergovernmental Group to Monitor the Supply and
Shipping of Oil ald Petroleum Products to South Africa

(c) Report of the Commission aga inst l!2arthejg, in Sports

(d) Reports ,of the Sectetary-General

(e) Report of the Special Political Committee

This record contains the original text of speeches delivered in English and
interpretations of speech.es in the other languages. The find text will be printed
in the Official Records of the General Assenbly.

('~rrections should be submitted to original speeches only. They should be
sent under the signature of a member ot the delegation ~\ncerned, within one week,
to the Chief, Official Records Editing Section, Department of Conference Services,
room DC2-750, 2 United Nations Plaza, and incorporated in a copy of the record.

69-64392/A 4630V (E) Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



took the Chair.

IOLiCIES OF APARrBBJD OP THB <DYER.IENT OF SOU'l'H AFRICA

"/44/P'1.51
2-~

In the absence of the President, Mr ~ Navsdas !ogro (Bolivia), Vice-Pr.1sident,

The events in South Africa confirm two basic factss first, that the aparth~id

regime will n-wer be made to retreat except t!u:ough continuing a1d escalating

freedom fighters of South Africa as they step up their bitter struggle to liberate

(e) REPORT OF THB SPECIAL IOLlTlCAL COMMITTEE (A/44/709)

(a) REtORT OF TU SPBCIAL CDMMIT'l'BE AG1\JNST APAR'l'HEm (A/44/22 and Corr.2)

(b) REPORT OF 'fIB IN'l'BRQ)VIIUttBNTAL GRlUP '1'0 MONItoR THE SUPPLY AND SHIPPING OF
OIL MD fB'DtOJBUM moDUcrs '!O SOUTH AFRICA (A/iJ4/44)

(c) RBIORT OF '1'1£ COIussmu A~:NST APARTHEID IN SPOR'lS (A/44/47)

Cd) REtORTS OF THB SBOtBTARY-GENERAL (A/44/S33, A/44/55S and Corr.l, A/44/SS6!
A/441698)

The aeeting vas called to order at 3.15 p.m.

AGBWA IftM 28 (continued)

their country ftom the abhorrent apartheid regime. The huge demonstration in

Soweto on 29 October 1989, in which some lOOrOOO South Africans joined, is another

Mr. MOH1lMMBD I,Traq) (interpretation fran Arabic) I First, my delegation

wishes to pay a tribute, on behalf of the people and leadership of Iraq, to the

*/dl

significant milestone in the efforts of the South African masses to rid themselves

of the most heinous md imumaa system in the history of menJcind.

struggle and peessure, and, secondly, that the essential cauRe of the conflict in

the area is the aeartheid regine itself. Therefore what is required is not a

change of faces but the complete and definitive eradication of the u!gime and the

establishment of "lack majority fute. In order to achieve that goal all polt ttcal

prisoners, foremost among them the African leader Nelson Mandela, must be

released. It is also essential to lift the state of emergency, establish the

inalienable, legitimate rights of South Africa's black majority and recognize the

leg! til!lllcy of the SOUth Africa1 national lnovement 5'ld its militmt leadership.----------------Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



Na tions resolu tions on Sou th Africa atd Namib la.

in the interest of its continued survival, and also to disavow even the false

independence of Namibia, the rulers of South Africa have added factors which

,.JlI
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BR/P'LJ

Here we can point to many experiences in the past whei\ the Pretoria regime has

the people of South Africa CI'ld the international community supportiBJ them should

apartheid regime and give the rulers of Pretoria the chance to manoeuvre and

and any appeasement policies could lead to the extension of the life of the hated

cease to exert pressure and escalate their struggle. For any relaxation of efforts

all to the good, but they can in no way be an alternative to the fur.dallental

the conflict, IIy delegation considers all settlements achieved in ~e southern

(Hr. MohWlllled, Iraq)

On the basis of the experience gained in the struggle .,fl of the reality of

The achievements of the people of South Afric~ and the victories they are

solutiOlu- the Unal eradication of the apartheid system, in accordmce with

adopted international resolutions.

African region, md the positive results they have produced .,d can produce to be

circumvent the achievements of the people of South Africa.

commitments it has given. There is no doubt that in their manoeuvres to impede the

been able to e",ploit points of weakness and relaxation of efforts ald to use them

continuitY} to achieve, in addi tim to the backward steps the racist regiae is

•forced to take in retreat~ do not mean that a final victory has been won and that

further strengthen the distr18t of that regime. The pressure on a'ld struggle

against the r.egime must be increased in order to ensure that it carries out United

The attempts of the Pretoria regime to errbelUsh its image by taking cosmetic

measures, by making false commitments - the kind of commitments it has disregarded

in the past - indicate that it persists in practising its hateful policy of

apartheid.
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l,

reglU jeopardizes the international COMtmity's efforts to dd itself of th.

~partheid regl-e.

The II08t salient Poxaaple of co-operation with the South African r891.. is

mdoubt.ecUy .melted f- the strategic relationship betwe~ the Zlonht taclat

1.'891•• of '!'el Aviv and the Pretoria regille. That IJtrateglc co-operation Is based

principally an the sillilarity in the natute of these racist 1'891_8 ~d ic

reflected in hostile practices and expanatonist policies Which contravene the

principles of internaU.onal law and hu.an rights. What is tak!ncJ place in SOuth

Africa, tbe lIlutders, displacellent and suppression of the II05t elewenu;r;y hURn

rights, md what i~ taking place tn occupied Palestine, the Methodical ~ of

genocide against the struggling peeple of Palestine and their courageolts intif~dah,

certainly constitute one of t.he 1Min proofs of the airlilarity in the rac1st nature

of the two regimes. The Tel Aviv rulers, in or:df t to subvert the United States

embargo law of 1986, have alleged that they ate trying gradually to reducft their

co""Opetation with the regime in South Africa~ But that allegation la refuted by

the facts g which lbe two racist regimes cannot hide. One can point here to fact..

in articles on the front page, as well as on page 7, of The Neti York Times of

27 October 1981 md factlS repotted by the same newspaper on: page 9 on

1 Novenber 1989 concerning the intensive and continued co""OperatiQn by the two

regimes to produce tra~continentalmissiles.

This new scandal regardin9 nucleu co""Opell:ation between the two regimes ie not

part of an Arab inforl1\lltion campaign against Israel, as its representative alleged

this ITOrning in hia statement before the General As$~;tblY. These are documented

facts pUblished by Unitp.~ Fitates roodia, both on television m(i in the press, l!I1d we

~----------_.-
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storned their houses and factories and stole the contents. The United States

not of any other quarter.

(Mr. MOhammed, Iraq)

A/44/PV.5l
8

Palestinian village of Bett sahut at the hands of the Zionist occupation forces

Intelligence Agency - not A~ab circles.

journalist Joel Brinkley has described on the front page of The New York Times of

What United ~tateG establishments have released indicates clearly that there

regards Judaism and its values, that philosophy is far removed from the practices

Israel to take the trouble to answer the United S~ates wedia, rather than attacking

regimes is not only an embodiment of common interests but also m e~pression of the

the Arab States in an attempt to disguise lenoWl facts.

Also, he avoided entering into the details of nuclear co-operation with South

The similarity between the practices of the two regimes sometimes reaches the

blockade because they refused to pay taxes to the occupiers. The occupation troops

is RUm more behind all this. It would have been logical for the representa tive of

point of complete identity even in details. No doubt the world wcs deeply

Africa, including the production of missiles. He referred to .so~ information on

of the '!'el Aviv rulers. If anything has caused harm to the Jew ish religion and its

noble, divine values it is the racist Zionist practices of the Tel Aviv rulers, and

same racist nature of the two regimes and the philosophy that inspires them. As

trade - information of which he is the source. The co-operation between the two

were exactly the sane as those in the village of Nkqokqweni in South Africa.

distressed by and angered at the events that took place regarding the inhabitants

EH/pLJ

1 November what the inhabitants of Bett Sahur were subjected to. The events in the

of the Pales tinian village of Beit Sahur, who were subjected to the worst type of

continu~ to see them in the media. The origin of these documents is the Centrall
1

~

1
i

I
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(Mr. Mohallfted, IrS)

Christopher Wren reported en page 6 of The New York Times of 31 October 1989 that

forces of the Pretoria regime had in the last few weeks stormed that village and

dellOliehed dozllns of hOllles, imprisoning 100 villagers, includi~ their leaders,

while scores had been killed and buried, 1,500 villagers had fled eor their lives,

leaving all their belongings behind.
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(Mr. Mohammed, Iraq)

The events in the Palestinian village of seit Sahur Md Nkqokqueni in South

Africa in the tvc~tieth century are examples of an a9gt\'!sl3ive racist policy ag&inst

the Palestinian people md the people of South Africa at the hmds of the most

odious racist regimes in the history of mank ind~

Iraq, in line with its consistent policy against racism md aggression,

concJellll'ls the aggressive racist apartheid pol icy of the South A~r lean regime because

it flagrantly contravelles all bumm principles and poses a constmt threat to

international peace and security. For this reason, Iraq calls for the stepping up

of strict international measures .lgainst that regime until it 1s totally uprooted.

I raq is also conmi ttea to the resol utions of the Movement of Non-Al igned

Countries, in pa~ticular the final document (A/44/551l of the ninth summit

conference of non-aligned countries, held in Belgrade. Iraq vUl maintain its

total commitment to international resolutioM, particularly the resolutions of the

United Nations, and we have no diplomatic, economic, political or cultutal

relations with the South African regime. Iraq fully implements the embargoes Ori

South Africa and does not supply f,t with any oil or arms. It does not allow Iraqi

ships to use South African harbours. Iraq has supported all the measures adopted

concerning non-co-operation with South Africa in the nuclear field.

Iraq has also cu-operated Md continues to co-operate by all the means

available to it in United Nations efforts to end the occupation of Namibia by the

racist Pretori'!' regiDe and bring about the intt.=pendence of Namibia \alder the

leadership of the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO).

Regarding Government measures, Iraq maintains no political, cultural, sports

or commercial relations whatsoever with the Pretoria regime. There are no Iraqi
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(Kt. Mohammed, Irag)

investments in South Africa .md no funds or: agencies of any kind. Iraqi law

prohibits ~igration to South Africa and there is no tourist travel to South

AfdC& fraa Iraq. ~ the other hll'ld, Iraq maintains normal relations with the

African front-line Stctes and prO/ides all that it can in the way of materiel and

moral md polt tical aesiatance. Iraq does not recognize the bllltustans and has no

in~estments therein.

M¥ country supports all national liberation movements, including the black

workers' lIlOITement, in their struggle to achieve independence and exercise their

human rights in South Africa. In Iraq there are no obstacles that could prevent

our trade unions from co""Opuating with the workers of South Africa against the

occupation and apartheid policies. Iraq strongly condems the Pretoria regime's

use of mercenaries ald considers those mercenaries to be criminals, MlO should be

punished legally.

The Constitution of Iraq, the supreme legislative instrument in Iraq, contains

an important pl'inciple in paragraph 1 of article 19, which stipUlates as followsl

"The citizens are equal before law, without discrimination as to sex, race,

language or social origin."

Therefore it is axiomatic that this principle should become the norm for all Iraqi

legisla tion.

The Republic of Iraq has established its foreign pol icy in the light of the

principles of its Constitution, includi"3 the principle of the equality, basic

rights and duties of all citizens. That policy principle is reflected in all its

foreign relations with the international community. For this reason, the Republic

of Iraq has no relations Mlatsoever with the racist South African regime. It has

legislation which endorses the conventions a'ld agreements against the racial
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(Hr. Mohammed, Iraq)

discrimination adopted by the international community. Iraq has acceded to the

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.

It has ratified the two Covenants relating to human rights and the International.

Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, and it has

acceded to the International Convention ~gainst Apartheid in Sports.

My delegation is happy to pay a tribute from this roetrum to the militant

South African people and their national movements, in particular the Africen

National Congress of South Africa (ANC) and the Pan Africanist Congress of

Azanta (mC), which are struggling for the eradication of the regine ald the policy

of apartheid as an inevitable step towards the establishment of a d'!mocratic

non-racial society based on self-determination and major! ty rule resm ti~ from

public elections.

On behalf of my delegation, I should like to reaffirm Iraq's support for the

efforts of the Organization of African Unity to ensure Namibia's independence and

South Africa's liberation from the hated apartheid regime.

I reaffirm also Iraq's support for: and apprecia tion of the Special Committee

against !eartheid and all other international bodies that participate effectively

in support for the struggle of the peoples of South Africa to achieve the exercise

of their inalienable rights.

Iraq firmly believes, on the basis of long and rich experience, that the

policy of aggress 100 is fruitless. The people of Iraq have defended their country

for eight years, unstintingly and at great sacrifice, and have finally succeeded in

overcoming aggress ion. That is what the peoples of South Africa l!I\d Namib ia will

achieve, because this ls the way of right and justice and the lesson that history

teaches us.
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Kr. ESZ'!/'~LmS (Hungary) I Two days ago ~e forty-fourth session of the

General Assembly begC!l\ its deliberation on i tern 28, "Policies of apartheid of the

Government of ~uth Africa". The opinions expressed so far have already revealed

the importance that the whole intern~tional community attaches to the struggle for

the total eradication of racial discrimination and apartheid.
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(Mr. Eszterqalyqs, Hungary)

Por the United Nationa, the attainment of racial equality, and freedom, are

goals enshrined in the Charter and in the Univer!al Declaration of Human Rights.

The abolition of racial cUsctiminatim in South Africa remains a yet-unfinished

task.

Since Septenber the situation in South Africa has basically not improved. The

apartheid system re_ins in place, and the state of emergency is still in force.

The international colllllunity has taken note of the release of a few prominent

political prisoners, but Nelson Mmdela and all the others are still incarcerated.

The ban en the African National Congress (ANC) and other political organizations is

still in force. This sit~tim demGllds that urgent action be taken to hast~ the

end of the apartheid system.

It is an indictment of our times that an unjust, anachronistic policy such as

apartheid should have been allowed to preva 11 for 80 long against world opinion.

The maintenance of that abhorrent policy has exacted its toll on the security and

well-being of countries 8\d peoples O'..1tside the frontiers of South Africa as well.

The opposition of the United Nations to apartheid is unequivocal. For ewer

four decades the United Nations has spoken clearly ald loudly on the problem.

The international collllluni ty is· keenly aware of the new political configuration

that is emerging in world politics, a configuratim that is having a profomd -.d

significant impact on regional conflicts in var 10us parts of the world. I would

add that it is ob/iolD that all these problems, having accumUlated alrer so many

years, cannot be solved overnight. In that context, it is hoped that developments

in southern Africa will help establish ccndi tions for a peaceful solu Uon of the

conflict in the region and that the promising signals that IfIJ delegation is

perceiving, with cautious optimism, will be followed by fundamental changes.
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(Mr. Esztergalyos, Hungary)

In this hope we fully share the evaluation of the Secretary-General, contained

in his report in document A/44fl, that the positive turn of events in Namibia and a

political climate conducive to the resolution of the regional problems should

encourage the prospects for fundamental change within South Africa too. It is

clear that a mere dilu tion ClC softening of apartheid will not be an answer to the

expectations of the majority of the people of South Africa, nor to those of the

world as a whole. The United Nations has indicated the steps that the Government

of SOuth Africa must take to create an appropriate atmosphere for a national

dialogue with the genuine representatives of the majority in order to set in motion

a democratic process aimed at shaping the political future of the country. We

believe that the process of building a new society in South Africa can sta:rt only

When apartheid is abolished, repression against opposition forces is lifted~and an

environment is ensured in which poli tical views can be freely expressed and the

interests of the black majority are taken into consideration equally with the views

of the whi te minod ty •

Here I should like to recall something from the history of the United

Nations. As far back as 1953 a Special Commiss ion, set up by the Securi ty Council,

reached the conclusion that the apartheid doctrine was extremely dangerous to

international peace ald suggested that a romd-table conference canposed of members

of the various coJllnunities in South Africa would be the best means of bringing

abou t a peace f ul solu tion to the rac ial s it.ua tion in that coun try. Dia10gue

between all the true political leaders of various sectors of the population is more

urgently needed today than ever before. Oblriously, negotta tions would have to

address the central questions of political power, and not how to give apartheid a

more acceptable face. Since it cannot be reformed, it mmt be abolished. It is

our belief that the assistance offered by some Governments for negotiations and

---~-~----~~-------------------....;......
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(Mr. Esztergalygs, Hungary,)

mecUation could also contribute to the transformation of South Africa into a

united, democratic and non-racial society.

President De Klerk has created expectations, unthinkable only a year ago, that

his Government could soon enter into exploratory talks with the ANC and all the

other political factions in South Africa. These expectations have not yet been

met. In faet many of us have doubts regarding their early fulfilment. However,

let me state that it is the fip:m belief of my delegation that only serious and

responsible negotiations with the genuine representa Uves of the black majority can

prevent further bloodshed and turn South Africa into a deJn)Cratic, non-racial

society where everybody, regardless of his or her Akin colour or creed, is entitled

to exercise human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Next mnth a special session of the General Assembly on apartheid md its

destructive consequences in southern Africa will be convened. That session would

also give the international community a good opportunity to review the situation in

southern Africa and to evaluate thoroughly the state of the Namibian independence

process, and consequently the implementation of the relevant United Nations

resol utions.

Mr. AL-6KAALI (United Arab &nirates) (interpretation from Arabic):

Another year has gone by, and the majority of SOuth Africa's population still

languishes under the heinous §artheid regime. We cannot deny that that year has

been marked by new developments. It was an eventful year. Some of those events

were directly related to the si tuetion in South Africa, while others had an

indirect: relationship with that situation.

From those many developnents in the international arena, there has emerged Cl

trend towards the settlement of reC) ional problems. Southern Africa was not an

exception. The election process in Namibia is a case in point.
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(Mr. A.l-ShaaU, United Arab &drates)

In the context of those new international developments l!I\d the prevl!llence of

policies of understanding and co-operation in international relations, we cannot

conceive of my jU!Jtification for the perpetuation of the white minority regime,

which tramples underfoot the aspirations and interests of the black majority in

South .Africa in def lance 0 f in terna tional public opin ion 5\d in viola tion of

General AsseDbly and sec~rity Council resolutions adopted over 40 years of debate.

Notwithstlllding a number of post tive developments which nay suggest an

improvement in the situation in South Africa, such as the recent elections and the

re1el1le of SOIill! of the political leaders of the black majority - though we still

araalt the release of Nelson Mandela - we are afraid that those developnents are

ai_d at improving the appearance and not the substance of the situation and that

the whole thing is geared to the perpetuation rather than the elimination of that

regime. The GoIrernment of South Africa has not taken any step that would indicate

a true desire to recognize the magnitude of the problem or dellDlstrate any serious

intentioo to engage in political negotiations with the representatives of the black

majority in South Africa.

We have always been and continue to be of the opinion that the apartheid

regime is an aberratial that runs cOll'lter to all the norlllS, Calcepts lI1d ideals

which have motivated manklnd f s historical quest for a better life.
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rid the world of this system of racism and its institutions.

eradicated. We have not heard a single voice raised to the contrary. Even the
regime's staunchest supporters and collaborators do not disagree. The area of

(Mr. Al-ShnlL
United Arab Emirates)

A/44/PV.51
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unanimous conviction of all the countries of the worldl apa£'theid must be

Hence this regine cannot be reformed, it should be eradicated. This is the

disagreement here is not whether or not apartheid should be eradicatl!d, but how to

MLT/md

Throughout the last 40 years many ways ald means have been tried. There have
been those who claim thClit racism can be overcome although the positive approach of
dealirr:J constructively with South Africa, in the hope of persuading the regine to
desist from its policies and practices. However, this has not been the case. The
Pretoria regime exploited that apprCll!lch in strengthening its racist institutions

and pursuing with impunity its oppressive policies and draconian measures against
the black major! ty regardless of the intentions of the authors of that POSi tive

approach.

It is no secret that foreign interests have propped up that regime, especially
through impedirr:J the attempts of the Security CouncU to adopt a direct aid
clear-cut. resolution to impose sanctions in accordance with Chapter VII of the
Charter. This was done out of the desire to protect the narrow selfish interests

of certain States that wished to continue to benefit from that regime until its

Proceeding from that premise, we call upon those States, once again, to

r~consider their position CI'Id urge them to help the international comnuity to take
the necessary meas ures unan imoos ly to stop the tragedy and pu t an end to the

continued exacerbation of the situation in South Africa.

In this respect, we welcome the efforta of the Centre against APartheid,

especially its programne of action in the follow~p to the implementation of
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We also welcome the forthcoming special session of the General Assenbly to

United Nations resolutions concerning apartheid. we also support the work of the
Special Committee against Apartheid, which plays a pioneering and major role in
formulatil¥j the position of the United Nations against that reglme.

(Mr. A!-ShaaU «
United Arab Emirates)

A/44/PV.5l
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MLT/nd

-
consider the destructive impact of the apartheid regime in southern Africa.

Numerous lives have been lost, thousands of black citizens have been subjeet~d

to imprisonment, torture md persecution only because they (bfended their dght to
exist and their right to freedom in their ~n country. That is a right the United
Nations was fomdc-d to uphold and guarmtee.

The States of the world should work in concert in order to restore peace and
security to southern Africa. This cannot be realized while oppression, inequality
and the flouting of human riC]hts continue unabated.

Political and civil rights are cli?sely Uliced to economic, social and cultural
rights. The intransigence of the apartheid regime in dealing with international
resolutions md instruments coocernit¥j those rights reflects an unabashed disdain
for those instruments and, consequently, for all international principles and
norms.

Peace will be established in southern Africa only through the emergence of a
socletf devoid of discrimination, a society where equality md justice are the
modus vivendi in which all races may thrive in tranquillity and harmony. Recent
developments are evidence that the apartheid regime is (bfending its last
positions. We are confident that the sun of freedom will soon shine on our
brethren who foe so long have suffered oppression in South Africa.

Mr. MARDOVICtl (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation
fran Russian) I For more than a quarter of a century the United Nations has been
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a crime against humanity md a threat to international peace il'id Elecurity. That
inhuman system has aroused particular indignation now when in international affairs

based on the policy of apartheid which has been recognized by the United Nations as
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(Mr. Mardovich.
Byelorussian SSR)

making organized efforts to eliminate the racist regime in South Africa, a regime

MLT/1Id

there has been a change for the better atd the forces of comllDnsense have been

gaining ground at a time whE:n in politics priority is being given to universal

human values atd when v!016nce and oppression are being eliminated from the arsenal
of political means, having been recognized as unsuitable for conducting

interna tional a ffa irs ~

By means of the new political thinking, we have managed to resolve or mO""e
very close to resol.lng a number of formerly insuperable problems. What is

particularly noteworthy now is the ongoing process, in keeping with Security

Council resolution 435 (1978), of decolonization atd the gratting of independence

to Namibia. This clearly demonstrates that violence, terror and repression in

whatever form they may appear are not able to break or stifle the aspirationrt of

peoples or States to freedom and independence, and that even the most complicated
conflicts and problems can atd should be resolved by peaceful political means,
through negotia tion.

This fully applies to the problem of eliminating apartheid in South Africa.
Apartheid cannot be reformed, it ml.St be eradicated. That is the view of the

international oonml.1nity enshrined in United Nations cbcuments that are gaining

increasing recognition in South Africa itself. Many institutions of South African
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to be a sin.

discrimination, now recognizes Qpartheid to be a mistake and racial discriaination

ap!!!rtheii~ ate speaking out in favour of the elimination of aputh!!9. The Dutc:b
Reformed Church, initiator of building a society en the principles ef racial
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MIJl'/rriJ

(Mr .. Mardovich,
!yeloru8sian SSR)

nationalism thlilt tradi tionally were conaiderec1 to be the ideological bulwark of

The sit'Jation in South Africa is now characterized by a complex welter of lIIany
contradictory factors, among which are attempts by the rulilYiJ cit'cleo to bring
about a political settlement of the conflict, on the one hand, and actions which
seek to continue the old pol icy based on rac lal oppress ion, en the other hand.

Like all peoples of good will, we welcomed the recent decis ion talcen by the

South African Government to release the former General Secretary of the African

National Congress (lINe), Mr. Sisulu, 3S well as a nunber of other meabers of that
organization, and the President of the United Denocratic Front, Mr. Mpeth{t.. How
could one not welcome it, since they released people who had been sentenced for
poll tical reasons? At the sama tim, we cannot be canplacent about so_thing
else. many hundreds of political detainees are still languishing in South A~rican

gaols, includil'¥J the staunch mU-apartheid fighter, one of the leaders of the MC,
Nelson Mandela.
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terror. The system of repressive laws continues to operate, and this is a mockery

Many leaders and activists in the anti-apartheid struggle are becoming victims of

implementec..:~ Police repression and blackmaU continue against the dellOcratic

sentences against those who oppoae the regime are nOlI being handed Ck:Mn and

out in detail in the report of the Special Committee against ~artheid (A/44/22

Governments.. Despite the appeal of this session of th~ General Assembly, death

AP!dl

anti-racist forces in th~ country. The nunber of political refugees is grQl ing.

of the tradl tional dennccatic ins titu tions atd norms of society. Th is is all spelt:

1

I
I'

t
'\}

'-

As the Assenbly can see, the big talk, the "peace-loving phrases, If the

promises by Pretoria to write a new chapter in the history of South Africa are

certainly not matched by the practical st'!P13 that I have just mentioned. This is

worrying J it impels people of good will to take action and not to slacken their

efforts in the struggle againot racism and its !lOst odicns manifestation aeal'theid,

it warns those who fight against apartheid to remain resolute. In this context, we

noted with concern the passage in the report of the Special Committee against

Apartheid in which refe!:ence is made to the expans ion by certain States of

commercial and financial links with Pretoria and the rescheduling of South Africa es

credits from a group of banks in Western Europe imd North Amsrica.

Ac:tiona of this kind, of course, made the struggle even harder for those

fighting for freedom and independence. What is needed now, in our view, is more

decisive concerted action by the international oommunity in the anti-apartheid

struggle. We aselociate ourselves fully with the appeal to the international
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community contained in the Declaration adopted by the Ninth Conference of Heads of

State or Government of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, in Belgrade, that

those co~trios will

"increase, widen, intensify and tighten the sanctions aimed at isolating the

.abhorrent apartheid regime, and eradicating the apartheid system."

(A/44/55l, p. 12)

My country, on the basis of its position of principle on the policies of

apartheid of the Pretoria regilOO, has constantly advocated the elimination of the

apartheid system and the scrupulous implementation of United Nations resolutions,

including General Assembly resolution 43/50 It on concerted international action

for the elimination of apartheid, adopted at the last regular session.

In our :Republic there is widespread observance of the special days and weeks

to commemorate the struggle against racial discrimination and to express solidarity

with ~~e struggling people of SOuth Africa. These commemorative events mobilize

public opinion in support of the just struggle of the peoples of southern Africa,

and the whole of progressive maridnd against apartheid, for the canplete

elimination of colonialism and neo·"Colonialism, and against any manifestation of

racial discrimination.

My delegation is a sponsor of six of the draft resolutions on this item at

this session.

The situation in southern Mriea demands that all Hemers of the United

Na tiens which cher ish the purposes of the Organiza ticn take co-ordina too, active

measures to defend the righteous cause of the paople of South Afdca and speak out

for the elimination of the hateful system of apartheid. A significCIlt role in this

important work will be played by the special session of the General Assenbly

scheduled for December of this year. Our delegation is prepared to make a positive

contribution to the attainment of a just, lasting settlement in southern Africa.
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Mr. OKEID (Kenya): The ugly and haunting visage of apartheid remains a

blemish on the lClldscape of national CIld international relations. Racism, racial

discrimination and their most flagrant, abhorrent manifestation, apartheid,

continue to flaunt their irhumcm dimensions despite the innumerable efforts of the

international community to destroy apartheid. Again, we are confronted with the

Nazi face of apartheid and again we have to strike it.

A former British Minister once warned that White South Africa would face an

African "tempest of revolution" if it did not end apartheid. !\eartheid, he said,

had beena

"institutionalized, enshrined in law and even sanctified by religious

doctrine. It

The threat of this tempest coupled with the obvious effectiveness of sanctions has

only now begli'1 to force Pretoria to mend its evil ways. We say that the pressure

that produced results must continue. Attempts by some world leaders to provide

Pretoria with more "carrot" than "stick 10, or to prO'J'ide a breathing space to enable

the South African leadership to enact reforms, must be rejected wholesale. The

snake's head of apartheid has changed, but its body remains and its lifeblood still

courses strongly.

The reforms in South Africa have been derided as cosmetic. Even as we speak,

thousands of Africans suffer daily brutal treatment as the inimical, but now

crunbling edifice of apartheid is shored up. The rhetoric has changed but the

essential features of apartheid are still the same. so~ action has, however, been

taken and we acknowledge this. On 28 Septenber 1989 Kenya's Minister for Foreign

Affairs and International Co-operation, Mr. Robert Ouko, expressed the hope that

the new white South African leadership would take

"positive and progressive steps towards a humane society in which all peoples,

regardless of race, can live in harmony. n (ALM/PV.10, p. 68-70)
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The recently concluded Commonwealth Reads of Gcwernment mee ting in Kuala ~pur,

Malaysia, welcomed develoIl1lents which showed that

-the regime had accepted a degree of peaceful poll tical activi ty by the black

and again that there was a

!tpossibiUty that significant changes in approach on the part of the South

African regine ••• may yet prove to be within reach.· (AL44/672l para. 2)

However, like the Commonwealth Heads of Government we also stregsed again that the

recent positive steps in South Africa only came about because of the increasing

pressure on the South African economf caused by sanctions and that this pressure

would continue until Pretoria showed evidence of clear snd irreversible change.

Renya is concerned and deeply saddened by the vociferou~ and disdainful

oppaei tion to that segment of the Commonwealth Heads of Government meetiD;J's

communique which dealt with apartheid. Utfortunately, this opposition has again

left a gnawing, nagginq, but increasingly accurate, impression that sone are

defending the racist regime. We are confident that the Commonwealth of nations is

canpletely opposed to this posi tion.

This unseemly disregarding of world opinion was magnified and made woJrse by

the earlier rescheduling on 13 October 1989 of Pretor la 's S8 bill ion short-term

debt, which was frozen when South Africa was in turmoil in 1995. This wUl greetly

relieve the immediate debt pressure on South Africa, ald it is a sot-beck for us in

our continuous battle to force South Africa to abandon its Nazi policies of

apartheid. In other deliberations of this forty-fourth session of the General

Assenbly we urged that,
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(Mr. OIeevo, Kenya)

"As South Africa reschedules its debt in 1990 the international baMing

c01ll'llunity must help in trcmslating our total tn:)ral indignation into a tangible

stick to beat the remnmts of apartheid out of South Africa. n

Our call and those of other nations in our continent went unheeded. 'l'his

rescheduling is the result of a deal between South Africa and its creditor banks in

this our host city, New York, and in Washington and Zurich. At the time the world

deplored this action, Pretor 18's Finance Minister said the reschedUling was

~certain1y one of the most important international events for South Africa

this year, espec la11y as far cs the economy is concerned. 11

The results of this rescheduling back our ardent belief that moral indignation must

be backed by financial muscle.

My delegation is also angered and saddened that these actions are indirect

projections md manifestations of racism that are uglier and IOOre pervasive than

the overt direct enforcement of apartheid policies.

Witness the cries for help from the developing world for a just reorientation

of the asymmetric balance of the global economy. The casual snubbing of these

pleas is in marked Zlnd discriminative ccntrast to the total support that some

Members of this Organization generously provided to a Europe almost completely

devastated in the Second World War.

Wl tness the united and total consensus of Western JIOral, material and

financial support towards sone countries in Eurl)pe struggling out of the quagmire

of unworkable economic policies. Compare this with the equally meek attempts to

infuse resources ir-t:o the ailing economies of the developing world.

Witness the quibbling, the eqUivocation and the downright refusal of some

Western nations even to contemplate sanctions as a1 instrument to correct the

errant political, social and economic policies of apartheid in South Africa, and

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



PIB/ILJ A/44/PV.51
33

CMr. Q(eyo, Kenya)

the reflex alacri ty wi th which the same sanctions and embargoes are designed and

imposed en some developing countries in this hemisphere.

Witness still the accusing finger quickly pointed at recent social ald

political maladjustments in the largest nation in the orient and the reluctant and

half-hearted cri ticism ald equivocation directed at wors~ maladjustments in

aparthei~ South Africa. This hypocrisy must stop.

All is not lost. There is a ray of light at the end of the tunnel. we could

take some recent developments and from them fiorge a sword that the world could use

to tear at the heart of apartheid. That sword is economic sanctions. A recent

heartening development. in Washington that could be used to fiorge such a sword

occurred on Tuesday, 2 October 1989, during a Uni ted Sta tes of America Sena te

Pbreign Relations Committee hearing on United States policy ,~ards South Africa.

During this hearing United States Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs,

Ambassador Herman Cohen, stated that the United States Government intended to work

with the Congress in order

"to be able to send a clear signal of broad bipartisan support for a policy

premised on unequivocal abhorrence of apartheid."

The most significant aspects of Ambassador COhen's statement included. first, his

recognition that "sanctions have played a role in stimulating new thiliting within

the white power structure" within South Africa - sanctions work, secondly,

stressing once more the United States Government's commitment to enforce the United

Stat.es Comprehensive Anti~partheidAct of 1986, and, thirdly, outlining a

negotiation scenario that included the initiation of a dialogue among all parties.

Unfortunately, on the one side, in Washington, a super-Power recommits itself

in unambiguolS terl1B to wage unrestricted war against apartheid, while, on the

other side, in Kuala lAJmpur, a oornmun ique that co11II'IIi ts the Cornmonweal th to mainta in
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(Mr. Clkeyo, Kenya)

the course on S\ti-apartheid policy, llnd where necessary to apply more pressure, is

not unanimously adopted.

Kenya strongly believes that effective economic pressure - applied

particularly ~ those major economic Powers that are South Africa's principal

trading partners and to which it looks for major financial flClifS - that demands

change while there is still tine to bring it about by peaceful means is an

essential part of the negotiating process.
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(Mr. Q(eyo, Kenya)

Sanctions and peaceful. dHMlge in South Africa are synonYllDus. Although

sanctions have been effective, their impact has been essentially limited because

their application has been limited. 'Ib press for more change, a siC)nificant

widening and increase of sanctions pressure must be designed and put in place. My

delegation further recognizes that the two open windows of opportunity available to

the international community are political and economic, inter linked for this

purpose.

The political window of opportunity comes about aB the climate for

negotiations begins to look slightly posi tive because of statements made and

actions taken by the white leadership in South Africa. On 21 October 1989, for

example, Mr. De Klerk promised to phase out the state of emergency that has been in

effect since June 1986. There was no specific indication when this would take

place. Be also promised to allow the African Ha tional Congress of South

Africa (ARC) to join other African representatives in negotiating South Africa's

future wi th the minod ty Government. These are promises. They need to be kept.

Specifics are needed. The response of the mc, through the recently released

Walter Sisulu, aided this climate. It said.

"We are peace-loving people. The people do not want a state of emergency.

The people want to live normal lives.·

The act of releasing eight freedom fighters from the shackles of apartheid

bondage was a posi tive step in the process towards change. Sone would like l.S to

join in applauding and celebrating this long overdue act by the racist regime. We

c~ot. There are still several thousand detainees languishing in white South

African gaols. The state of emergency is still in force. South Africa's apparatus

of terror still brutally ill-treats Africans in their homes. The ANC and other

mass political movements are still banned and Nelson ~ndela is still in

detention. It is certainly nuob too early to celebrate.
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The recent mti-apartheid rally held in Johamesburg, in which up to 70,000

people pa~t1cipated, and the meeting that Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the Reverend

All. Booaak and the Reverend Prank Chikane had with De Klerk on 11 October 1989 to

talk about negotiations opened further the political window of opportunity. The

list of steps they urged the minod ty Gcwernment to take were those outlined by

JlHC. These inclUCJeds lifting the state of emergency, lifting the restrictions on

political activity, releasing detainees held without trial, legalization of

political organizations, clemency for those sentenced to death and releasing

poll tical prisoners. Negotiations on SOUth Africa 'a future must begin in earnest.

The economic window of opportunity is c~oselY lnterllnked with the political

windaw. 'l'his opportunity is found in sanctions of a commercial, technological and

financial nature. My delegation is firm in its bellef that only sanctions can

provide the catalyst md necessary impetus for negotta tions on South Africa's

future. These sanctions must be widely, rapidly and strictly applied.

To this end, therefore, my delegation, in keeping with suggestions presented

elsewhere, proposes the follr:-;l1ng actions first, convert the moral indignation

against apartheid into the poll tical will. to reduce trade md financial dealings if

no progress is made in the negotiation process, secondly, ban the importation of

all non-strategic minerals fran South Afdcz" thirdly, prohibit the importation of

all South African mnufacured goods, fourthly, prohibit the production and Sale of

all platinum bars .md coins for investors, and ban loans and restrict investments

in South Africa, fifthly, phase out the trade credit of buyers and suppliers,

which, it is hoped, will discourage trade with SOuth AfricaJ and, sixthly, include

in the United Nations mandatory arms emargo any goods or technology that could be

used for arms production to intensi fy repress ion and extend very vigorously into

the nuclear technology co""Operation area.
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We were recently alarmed to learn defini tively that, despite international

concern and efforts to diminish nuclear co-operation, some nations have been

supplying nuclear technology to South Africa in exchange for enriched uran iurn. A

nuclear missile with a900-mile range has also been tested by the racist regime.

We urge those nations to stop sharing the same bed wi th racist South Africa and

disdainfully ignoring our requests and pleas. A reappraisal of the status of

present relations is possible and in sorne cases is already in process.

With this in mind, therefore, Kenya suggests the foll~ing negotiation

scenar 10. First, the state of emergency should be neded. Secondly, all poll tical

prisoners and detainees, including Nelson Mandela, should be released. Thirdly,

the proscription of political organizations ald anti-apartheid groups, including

the African National Congress and the Pan African Congress, should be rescinded.

T:~ere may be a trend in this direction. On 23 October 1989 Mbeki, Sisulu,

Mlongeni, Mhlaba, Kathrada, Motsaoledi, Mkwayi and Mpetha held a meeting with other

anti-apartheid leaders in Soweto to forge a strategy for the next phase of the

struggle. Kenya's appeal to our brothers is to unite. ~llien the opposition is

divided while the enemy is uni ted and strong, no struggle can be won. We are

confident that that meeting is one of many that will unite the anti-apartheid

movement and fashion a response to the racist Government to which the interna tional

community can relate.
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Fourthly, a roundtable conference of all parties to the internal turllDil

should be convened, with a view to setting a definitive agenda for negotiations.

We suggest that the Secretary-General or the United Nations and the Organization of

African Unity (OW) maintain observer and advisory status at such conference and

negotiations.

In analysing and recommending action against the policies of ~parthei~, an

important dimension must include assistance to and recognition of the special

status and situation of the SOuthern African Development r~~rdinating Conference

(SADCC) and espec ially the 8 IS Sta tes - namely, Botswana, Lesotho and Swaz i land.

Since 1980 1.3 million people have died in SADCC States because of South Afr ican

destabilization activi ties. The cost of that destabiliza tion has been IOOre than

$60 billion. Despite the obvious pain that South Africa is causing, the leaders of

that region are resolute in their support of the efficacy of sanctions. President

Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe once said,

"We are already suffer ing. ao,., much more can we suffer? We support

sanctions because it will shorten the tine we must suffer".

On the part of the international community we must continue providing assistance to

the SADCC and other nations concerned. The world must help them in their hour of

need.

Also worthy of note, especially by the doolllSayers who 20recast the massacre

of, and loss of rights by, whites in free South Africa, one need only look at Kenya

and Zimbabwe for more recent examples. Kenya's colonial experience was bitter and

ridden with racial intoleI'ance from the insecure whi te colonialists towards the

colonized Africans. Our independence saw the enactment of laws and "promUlgation"

of attitudes that were conciliatory and accommodative and re-emphasized that a man

can live haI'moniously with another man of different pigmentation. We knCM that the

same thing can happen in South Africa. The fear of the whi tea in South Africa is

unfounded. There is enough evidence to prove that they are wrong.
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"combat against the causes of conflict, the struggle against economic

a whole". (N44/l, p. 7)

-that a mere dilution or softening of aeartheid will not answer the

.expectations of the majority of the people of South Africa nor of the world asI

J\M/IO

work of the Organization. we are encouraged by his position

commitment to the struggle aqai~st apartheid, as reflected in his report on the

inequities, and social evils and the degradation of the enviraunent that must
evoke all the courage and determination of battle". (ibid., p. 28)

We take this opportunity to salute our gallant brothers and sisters in South
Africa who have paid with their lives in the struggle to liberate South Africa so
that future generations in that troubled land may see and enjoy sweet freedom.
Those who have taken up the struggle from their fallen colleagues, and those who

will join the struggle tomorrow, have our prayers and support. The English poet
lord Byron once wrote, "Know ya not that who would be free, themselves must strike
the blow?". The struggle must be won from within.

In times of adversity, strong and good men have always fashioned appropriate
and lasting responses. In 1941, during the darkest hours of a terrible war, the
Atlantic Charter was signed, enabling the world to see what form peace would take.
In 1961 the Comroonwealth expelled South Africa from its ranks. South Africa could
not be tolerated. The winds of change were indeed blowing in our continent,

freeing us from the shackles of colonial bondaqe. In 1971, with the financial
arrangements under Bretton Woods collapsing, the gold standard was abandoned and
gold was demonetized. As the 1990s creep upon us, we must help direct the course
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Mr. AIMB> (Pakistan) I The persistence of the hated system of apartheid

The road is tortuous, the task enormous. Apartheid must be crushed and the

(Hr. Okeyo, Kenya)

of history. We are trying to do it with Namibia. We must also d.o it with South

intolerance. While we witness the dawn of a new era of hope, symbolized by a
perceptible improvement in the global political climata, apartheid stands out ae a
major impediment in our efforts to create a more just and peaceful world. The

black population of South Africa continues to be in the clutches of one of the most
pernicious doctrines ever practised by man. The international community cannot
rest easy until it succeeds in securing for the majority population of So~lth Africa
the rights and freedoms it so anxiously cherishes for itself.

The system of !Rartheid in South Africa has been sustained over the years by a
brutal regime of terror and oppression. The origins of that repression can be

traced to the banning of the liberation movements in 1960, which negated the
possibility of peaceful struggle and encouraged violence by compelling the

liberatioo movements to go underground.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



(Hr. Ahmed,L Pakistan)

The second stage was the banning of 17 organizations of the people in 1977. That
action was condemed in Security Council resolution 418 (1977). On

23 Pebruary 1988 the forces of freedom in South Africa were further decimated with
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the imposition of a de facto ban m 17 peaceful anti-Apartheid or9anizations.

It is being claimed that the new Government in Pretoria has ushered in an era
of hClPe and reform and that the end of apartheid may well be in sight. The

proponents of this claim seek to derive legi tinacy for their view in the recent
events in South Africa, including the release of Mr. WaIter Sisulu and liJeven other
prollinent poli tical prisoners from South African gaols, the holding of massive
anti-apartheid demonstrations and statements by spokesmen of the regime that the

De 116rk leadership is co~tted to reform.

The real significance of these measures needs to be evaluated in the overall
perspective of the situation prevailing in South Africa. This perspective is
available in the report of the Special Committee against ~artheid, which states

categorically that, while the apartheid regime has made pronouncements about the
proposed changes in the political structure of the country, its reform plan fails
to fulfil the demands of the black major! ty for fUll poll tical rights. The report
further states that.

-With an arsenal of repressive legislation already in place, the renewal of
the state of emergency for the fourth consecu tive year marked Pretor ia' s
intention to continue suppressing the apartheid opposition.- (A/44/22, p. 9)

It goes m to underscore the regi me I s unwillingness to establish the cmdi tions

that would create the necessary climate for negotiations.

During the period under review Pretoria undertook additional repressive
measures in its attempts to eliminate even peaceful opposition to its rule.
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Repression against opponents of apartheid escalated. The objective was to curb the

activities of anti-apartheid organizations and individuals and to re-establish the

regine's control in black communities. With the renewal of the emergency, police

violence increased, as did attacks by death squads against opponents of apart~.

The courts were made en instrument to quash dissent. All this was carried out

behind tight press censorship, in an effort to conceal from world scrutiny the

massive human-rights violations being practised by the racist regime.

The central pillars of apartheid also remain in place. The 1960 laws banning

the African National Congress and the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania, the Final

Security Act of 1962, the Public Safety Act of 1953, the legislation on trespass

and on .housing, and work permits continue to institutionalize the odious doctrine

of aartheig. In fact, these laws have been strengthened in some respscts. The

Disclosure of Foreign Funding Act of 1989, the Alteratio~'\ of Boundaries of

Self-Government in Free Settlement Areas Act and the Prevention of Illegal

S,quatting Amendment Bill expand further the scope of legal provisions to perpetl!ate

the dominance of the white minority over the black majority population of South

Africa.

These developments lead to a simple but sobering conclusion: there is, as

yetI no indicatioo to jus ti fy the claim that South Africa is heading towards

becoming a free and multi-racial society. There is not a shred of evidence to lead

I.S to believe that the end of apartheid is in sight. There is 00 tangible proof to

sustain the view that the regime in Pretoria is sincerely committed to ending

white-minority rule and relinquishing its stranglehold over the country.

Under these circumstances it would be unwise of the international community to

lower its guard. International pressure against South Africa should be fully
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maintained. The sanctions already imposed by the United Nations should be

respected in totality by all Memer States, and steps taken to impose comprehensive

and mandatory sanctions against South Africa until it complies with the well-known

dem:snds of the international community. These demands include the lifting of the

state .of emergency, the uncondi tional release of all poli tical prisoners,

particularly Nelson Mandela, the lifting of the ban on all political organizations

opposing apartheid 6 the repeal of the Draconian press law, and the cessation of all

political trials and executions.

The Government and the people of Pakistan have stood unwaveringly by the

oppressed majority people of South Africa in their struggle to regain their

fundamental rights and freedoms. We are also proud to have contributed to

international efforts to extend practical and material assistance to the victims of

aEartheid. Pakistan has maintained a stringent and comprehensive boycott of the

racist regime for the past 42 years and has scrupulously avoided any links with the

Pretoria regime in the diplomatic, political, economic, commercialp cultu~al,

shipping and sports fields.

In a message issued on the Day of Solidarity with South African Political

Prisoners - 11 October 1989 - the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mohtarama Benazir

Bhuttol' said:

"The Government of Pakistan has consistently condemned the policy of apartheid

followed by the racist minority regime in Pretoria. We regard it as a crime

against humanity and a serious threat to regional peace. In accordance with

the United Nations resolutions, Pakistan has also maintained a total and

comprehensive embargo on any form of contact with the racist Pretor.ia regime.

We are confident that the supreme sacrifices of the freedan fiCjhters
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of South Africa will ultimately result in the eradication of apartheid md the

rsstoration of the fundamental freedom and human rights of the people of

South Africa."

It has been stated repeatedly in all international forums that apartheid is a

vicious system which is not amenable to reform and that the only way to dismantle

it is to destroy it. The regime in Pretoria must kllOlf that the march of

civilizatim towards universal brotherhood and equality cannot be impeded by that

regimeVs foredoomed efforts to keep alive a despicable creature of a cruel oolonial

age. There is still tine for the regime to retrace its steps from the fatal course

on which it is bent.
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Hr. KIi\RAZ I (Islamic Republic of Iran): I begin RV statement with a

verse from the Holy Kor an:

·0 mank ind: to: we have erea ted you male and female, and have made

nations and tribes that ye may know one another.

"Lo: the noblest of you, in the sight of Allah, is the best in conduct."

(The Holy Koran, XLIX:l3)

The apartheid policies of South Africa and ways of putting an end to that

affront to humani ty have been under active considera tion in several Uni ted Na tions

bodies for the larger part of the second half of the twentieth century. The

Islamic Republic of Iran has, since its inception, voiced its strong opposi tion to

South Africa's apartheid policies and has frequently reaffirmed its commitment to

the total elimination of the racial-separation policies in South Africa.

As we approach the 19905 the special session on apartheid will provide a good

opportunity to usher in a world without apartheid in the new decade. Recognizing

the importance of that issue the Islamic Republic of Iran will participate in those

deliberations at the highest possible level.

We have expressed our deep concern alTer the disparity between the

international community's overwhelming support for actions against seartheid and

the policy of a few countries that continue to maintain technical, economic and

nuclear co-operation with South Africa. The end result of that disparity has been

the perpetuation of apartheid. It is indeed ironic that even those that have close

relations with CI'1d extend support to the apartheid regine usually do not hesitate

to condemn apartheid. That is further proof that the policies of aparthe~ and

racism are the worst forms of violations and crimes against humanity, and because

of the universal recognition of that fact the outlook of all the Menbers of the

Organization regarding apartheid is more or less similar.
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Co~peration in nuclear technology between the United States, the Zionist

regime and South Africa and the economic activities of the United States and

certain Western European countries in South Africa have helped to perpetuate the

racial and repressive policies of South Africa. According to the report of the

Special Committee against Apartheid (A/44/22 and Oorr.2), the Pretoria regime

recently conducted a successful test of a modified version of a missile belonging

to the Zionist regime that could be used to launch nuclear warheads over a distance

of 1000 kilometres. In addition, close (X)-operation between the Zionist regime and

the racist regime has resulted in at increase in Pretoria's capability of placing a

low-level satellite in orbit. Such collaboration with and assistance to the racist

apartheid regime have contributed to the survival of that regime, in spite of the

fact that that system has frequently been condenned by every MeJl'ber State. Each

year, for decades, eloquent speeches have been made in the Assembly in condemnation

of the nature and the heinous deeds of apartheid, and many resolutions have been

adopted in that regard. Those resolutions could have been implemented more

effectively if the ardent supporters of the apartheid regime had respected them.

The sane fact applies to the Zionist regime as well - a regine that receives

vast economic, financial, military and technological support from the United States

and certain other countries. The Zionist regime, also encouraged by such support,

has persisted in its continued occupation of Palestine and its suppression of the

Palestinian struggle for more than four decades. That atrocity has intensified

since the inception of the intifadah. Zionism and racism are the ugly

manifestations of the same crine against humanity. All anti-apartheid countries

should therefore treat those two regimes - in South Africa and occupied Palestine -

identically.
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The ninth summit conference of the Non-Aligned MOI1ement, held at Belgrade in

Septenber 1989, also noted the similarity of repressive measures, such &9 the

-iron-fist· md "hot-pursuit· policies practised by the two regimes against the

peoples of South Africa, Namibia and the front-line States and against the peoples

of Palestine, southern Lebanon and the other Arab lmds occupied by the Zionist

regime.

Since the last session of the General Assellbly the international oonanunity has

witnessed some developments in the process of the independence of Namibia. While

we seriously hope that the people of Namibia, who have suffered tremendously, wUl

soon be able to embrace freedan and independence, we warn the international

community not to disregard the policies of apartheid in South Africa until that

system is totally eradicated. The policies of aparthe:l:d cal\flot 2nd will not be

refor.med. That is why we have always insisted that support for the just struggle

of the South African people 2nd that of the Namibian peoplep led by the South West

Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), combined with effective pressure by the

international comnllnity Q'1 the Pretoria regine and its supporters, constitutes the

sole means of ridding the world of the roots of that problem, which pounds on the

mind 2nd the soul of every human being.

The dangerous situation in South Africa requires that the international

community enhance its credibility by imposing comprehensive economic and military

sanctions, under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, against the apartheid

regime, 2nd design an effective mechanism for their implementation, thereby putting

an end to the obstructionist policies of some Western countries. It is our

convictioo that strict observance of mandatory and comprehensive sll1ctions against:

South Africa is an indispensabl.e element for extirpating aparthe~ from South

Africa.
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The Islamic Republic of Iran, in practical expression of its opposition to the

shameful, anti-human apartheid regime of South Africa, and in conformity with

General Assembly resolutions on an oil embargo against South Africa, has, ever

since the victory of the Islamic revolution, banned the supply of oil and petroleum

products to South Africa. In this context the Islamic Republic of Iran has

co-operated closely with the Intergovernmental Group to Monitor the Supply and

Shipping of Oil md Petroleum Products to South Africa, so as to strengthen the

mechanism for enforcing the enbargo against South Africa. The result of our

co-operation with the Intergovernmental Group is reflected in the report of the

Group, contained in document A/44/44, which has been circulated here and was

presented yesterday by the Acting Chairman of the Groop.

Another effort in this regard was the ratification by the Parliament of the

Islamic Republic of Iran of the International Convention against Apartheid in

Sports. The instrument of ratification was deposited with the Secretary-General of

the United Nations on 12 January 1988.

In conclusion, my delegation wishes to reiterate that all those engaged in

revolutionary struggle, including the Muslim combatants against the policies of

apartheid, can be assured of the fUll support of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The

Islamic Republic of Iran places at the disposal of the front-line States and the

people of southern Africa its full capacities and the experience drawn from eight

years of sacred defence against foreign8ggression.

Mr. BLANC (France) (interpretation from French) a This year again the

General Assembly is called 01 to discuss the policies of apartheid of the

Government of South Africa. It will do so twicea at its regular session, where we

are discussing them now) 5ld at the special sess ion, which is to take place from

12 to 14 Decel'lber and will be devoted exclusively to this issue.
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At the special session~ the Twelve States members of the European CoJ!lnRmity -

on whose behalf I am now speaking - will set out in detail their condermation of

!2.artheid, and the actions which the Community and its Member States have taken to

contr ibute to the elimination of this discriminatory system. Now, however, I would

recall SOIle of the guiding principles of our policy in this respect.

The Twelve have on many occasions expressed their total abhorrence of the

immoral and despicable system of apartheid. They nave constantly reaffirmed their

condemat1on of apartheid in all its forms and manifestatiofiB, and have spoken out

resolutely in favour of its total Cl'td imrrediate aboli tion.

What is apartheid if not a form of an inst! tutionalised system of State racism

which has spawned hatred IlIld v iolence and depr ived the ma jor! ty of the South

African population of its civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights?

It is a flagr ant viola tion of the fundamental human rights set out in the Uni ted

Nations Charter and promulgated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Apartheid currently survives in South Africa only because of the maintenance of the

discriminatory measures taken bf the Pretoria Government against the great majority

of the population.

The position of the Twelve in this connection is well known. I shall briefly

recall sone of its main points.

The Twelve call upon South Africa to lift the state of emergency and PIt an

end to its policy of repress ion. The aga in call for all pelt tical pr isoners v

particularly Nelson Mande'.a, to be released immediately and uncor,di tionaUy. The

'lWelve also call for the lifting of the ban Q'l the anti-aeartheid organizations,

specifically, the African National Congress and the Pan African1st Congress of
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I
The Community and its member States have noted with concern the entry into

force, on 18 August 1989, of the Disclosure! of Foreign Funding Act. The Twelve

are, in fact, committed to a policy of encouraging change in South Africa and

making it possible for apartheid to be abolished by peaceful means. This policy

has been reflected in the implementation of Community and also bilateral programmes

of positive measures to assist the populations which are victims of the system of

apartheid.

The Twelve note that the Pretoria authorities have not yet taken the necessary

steps to proJ'lOte a real national dialogue. The reforms implemented so far by the

South African Government do not in tact go far enough. Only negotiations it which

the genuine representatives of all the segments of the South African population

participate can achieve peace and prosperity in a free, democratic and united South

Africa wi thout rac ial discrimina tion.

At the same time, the Twelve have closely follOifed the recent initiatives of

the new South African Government, and note with interest its intential to undertake

reforms. They have thus taken note with satisfaction of the release of eight

poll tical prisoners, inclUding Wal ter Sis ulu. Their rel ease makes the fa et that

other political detainees, Nelson Mandela in particular, are being kept in prison

even more of an anachronism.

At a time when significant changes in South Africa are becoming apparent, the

'!'welve consider that it. is IOOre necessary than eve!: before to keep up the pressure

on the South African Government to oonunit itself firmly to dialogue with the

representatives of the black majority. '1b achieve this objective, we have acbpted

an active policy. During the special session on apartheid I shall revert in

greater detaU to the efforts the Community Md its member States have made in this

connection. Here I should like 1:0 express the interest felt by the Twelve in the

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



_/13 A/44/pV.5l
5~60

(roll. Blanc, France)

special session, which they expect will make a positive eontributiQ'l to seeking, in

a spirit of consensus, solutions designed to put an end to aPartheid.

Our objective, one shared by the entire community of nations, is to achieve

the elimination of this intolerable system and to help ensure that freedom and

justice are granted to all South Africans.

-- - ---_---.:..-~_----:...._-----------
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Mr. <>CAMEO (Philippines): In the annals of mankind aparthei,g has emerged

lIS the most athorrent institutionalized system, standing as an obstacle to man's

unending struggle for dignity and freedom.

The President of the Philippines, Her Excellency Mrs. Corazon C. Aquino, in

her address to the Assembly three years ago, referred to the issue of apartheid in

South Africa as the great moral issue confronting the Organization.

The United Nations stands for people - for peace, freedan, dignity and the

brotherhood of mankind. On the other hand, apartheid is the antithesis of what the

Uni ted Nations stands for. The preparation of the poli tical and social environment

which would facilitate the abolition of this inhuman system may well serve as the

litmus test for the will and canpetence of this international body to achieve the

main cbjective of its existence.

The winds of change are blow ing everywhere. In the statements made during the

general debate at the start of the session speakers did not fail to mention that

the international political situation and relations are entering a period

characterized by relaxation of tension and emphasis al dialogue, conciliation and

co~perati()n. We see the dawning of possible solutions of seemingly irreconcilable

differences and conflicts which have brooght sufferil\9 to mill ions of people in

di fferent regions.

In South Africa the positive turn of events, especially in Namibia, has led to

understandable expectations of positive developments within South Africa. Peaceful

demonstrations and rallies have been allowed, political prisoners have been

released, and the city of Johannesburg has opened its recreation areas to all and

abandoned segregation on local buses. The Philippines has taken note of these

recent happenings and considers them steps in the right direction.
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But the Philippines ald many other countries have also taken cognizance of the

more important fact that apartheid and all its major manifestations remain

basically intact. There is still no authentic exercise of political rights by the

black majority. They were excluded from the elections to the racially segregated

tricameral Parliament. Their place is still in the banttStans, the concentration

camps shamelessly declared by the racist regime to be independent States. The

state of emergency is still in force, and trials and executions of poli tical

opponents continue. The African National Congress, the Pan Africanist Congress of

Azania and other anti-apartheid organizations are still banned. Black South

African children continue to receive inferior education.

The new ieadership in Pretor ia has promised reforms - new grand designs for

the people of South Africa. However, we are yet to hear a sincere declaration that

apartheid and all its evil manifestations will soon be abolished. There are no

actions to indicate that the oppressed people of South Africa will soon be given

the chance to enjoy freedom, equality and the right to determine their own destiny.

In his inaugural address, on 20 September 1989, Mr. F .W. De Klerk, newly

elected President of South Africa, while calling for support and understanding,

stateds

"for years, progress was hampered by, among other things, lack of

co-operation, suspicion and mistrust."

Tb this we say that the lack of co~peration, the suspicion and the mistrust - on

the part not only of black South Africans hut also of members of the international

community - were brought about by the perpetrators of apartheid themselves.
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wen it is under pressure, as it is today. Have ....-;, forgotten that the ouch

publicized - by South African authorities, of course - termination of the pass laws

turned out not to apply to residents of the bantustans, or that the state of

emergency was lifted when South Africa was negotiating with international banks in

1986, only to be reimposed a few months later?

If we are to believe that the winds of change have finally reached South

Africa as its drum-beaters and supporters are loudly announcing, the leaders of

that country should give as evidence of concrete actions and deeds _ not words, not

promises. Cosmetic reforms are not acceptable, for the simple reason that

apartheid connot be reformed. Nothing less than its complete obliteration is

necessary.
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people, the in terna tional cOlllmuni ty mus t not relax ex is ting s Clnctions.

The Philippines, as a member of the special Committee against Apartheid, urges
all C?ther Statea to support the Conun! t tee •s recommenda tions, ou tUned in 1ts
report, in particular the imposition by the Security Council of comprehensive and
mmdatory s motions.

The argument has been advanced that comprehensive sanctions would hurt the

victims of apartheid more than its practitioners. That is the voice of false

humanitarianism, which places comfort: and convenience above human dignity and human
rights. The victims of apartheid have themselves accepted long ago that sanctions
are bitter pills they have to take to put an End to the unceasing pain that the
system of apartheid brings them.

The sanctions report prepared for the Commonwealth Committee of Foreign

Ministers on Southern Africa said that had sanctions been imposed in 1960 after the
Sharpeville massacre apartheid would have been overthrown by now. If sanctions had
been imposed in 1976 after the Soweto massacre, destabilization would have been
over.

In this regard the Philippines notes with serious concern the report of the
increasing trade of some countries wj th South Africa which \Xldermines the
effectiveness of the sanctions imposed against the Pretoria regime. Definitely

that pract1ce slows do"" the in terna tional effort to bring South Africa to the
negotiating table. There is an urgent need for all of us to muster the strong

political will to match our words with action.·

* The President took the Chair.
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As an original member of the Special Committee against Apartheid the

Philippines has stood firmly with the international oolllnWlity in its strong

oppesi tim to apartheid. It maintains no relations with Pretor ia, supports all

initiatives against South Africa's policy and imposes sanctions against that

country.

Today 1 reaffirm the unwavering support of the Government and people of the

Philippines for the struggle of the South AfricClh people - the blacks, the

Coloureds, the enlightened whites - for peace, justice and equality in their

home12l'1d •

Let me end by quoting Archbishop Desmood Tutu, whose words thus capture the

essence of our common humani ty a

-Africans believe in eomathing that is difficult to render in English. We

call it obll1tu, botho. It mearm the essence of being human. You knew when it

is there and when it is absent. It speaks about humaneness, gentleness,

hospitality, putting yourself out on behalf of others, being vulnerable. It

embraces compassion and toughness. It recognizes that their humanity is bound

up in yours, for we can only be humll1 together."

Mr. NYAKYI (United Republic of Tanzania) s The ongoing Namibian

indepeftdence process ald the euphor ia which has accompanied the ascendency to the

pr~idency of South Africa by Mr. F. W. De Klerl; raake the debate on the policies of

apartheid of the Government of South Afdca at this tim: perticulady timely. The

regime and soma of its friands in the west have been at pains to pecsuade the

in terna tional communi ty to believe that those two developments represent a

fundamental change of policy on the part of the regime. They want the world to

believe that the advent of Namibian indepencence is an indication of South Africa's

willingnes~ to termi.nate the era of colonialism in that Territory. Similarly, the
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change of guard at Pretoria fi:om P.W. Batha to F.W. De Klerk is being represented

as a new era which heralds the beginning of the end of apartheid.

They argue that the regi~ should therefore @G rewa~c1ed by the easing of

sanctions and.other pressures, or at least by refraining from strengthening

sanctions or imposing new ones.

Pretoria's friends ignore the regime's persistent violations of Security

Council resolution 435 (1978) and the settlement plan, not to mention the 10 years

of prevarication and stonewalling. They also pay little attention to the pressures

exerted by the international community, particularly the United Nations, to compel

South Africa to grant independence to Namibia. They ignore Cuito Cuanavaleo

True, F.W. De Klerk has - as did his predecessors whenever they felt under

pressure - made some noises about the need for change, but he has so far said

nothing which could be presented as CI'l indication of a genuine desire to ini tlate

fundamental Change. He has said nothing about abolishing the Population

Pegistration Act, the Lend Act, the Group Areas Act, the Bantu Education Act, the

Tricameral Parliament and the bantustans, all of which constitute the pillars of

the sYdtem of apartheid. Indeed, many people interpret what he has said so far

about group rights and power sharing to mean a desire to renovate and mode~nize

apartheid. None of this surprises those who remember him as. Pretor la's man

responsible for Bantu education. They see his new image as being inconsistent with

the reputation of the man who so ruthlessly put down the studants' boycott of

apartheid education at the time of the Soweto uprisings in 1976 and maintained

their oppression until last year.
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Apartheid's friends also ignore the regime's internal crisis brought about by

internal pressures. Over the past year we have witnessed concerted opposition and

organized defiance of the ap~rtheid system by the majority of the people of South

Africa. 1'hrough their nationaJ, liberation JlK)Vemel'lts, trade union federations,

anti-apartheid mass organizations and the churches, the people of South Africa, in

different forms and actions, have registered their abhorrence of the apartheid

system. Mass demonstrations have been organized in various South African ci ties.

Workers have gone on strike, detainees have gone without food for several days, and

even children have kept. away from schools. The overwhelming major! ty of SOuth

Africans boycotted the muni~ipal elections organized by the Pretoria regime because

they were racist in nature.

'l'anzan ia wishes to pay a tr ibute to the people of South Af r ica who are engaged

in the heroic resistance of all unjust laws under apartheid. It is this internal

resistance by the oppressed people of South Africa and the various pressures

exerted by the interna t10nal communi ty that have canpelled the South African regime

to show some tolerance in recent months. That some demonstrations by black South

Africans have been tolerated without their leaders and participants being whipped

or gassed by the racist police and that waIter Sisulu and seven of his colleagues

have been released uncondi tionally is not due to the humani ty and magnamini ty of

the regime.

In any case, these are mere cosmetic embellishments. They do not consitute

the fundamental challge demanded by the majority of the South African ~ople and the

entire international community, nm~ely, the eradication of the aeartheid system and

movement towards a demcratic, non-racial, united South Africa. Walter Sisulu and

his colleagues have been unjustly incarcerated in racist gaols for their opposition

to aeartheid. The fanfare that has accompanied their release 26 years later

ignores the fact that apartheid is not only still in existence but has grown to
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be even more oppressive. lIlhether in gaol or out of it, these heroic sons of South

Africa remain prisoners of apartheid. And even the so-called releases are done at

the pleasure of the South African leadership. It is outrageotB that

Nelson Mandela, that celebrated prisoner and universally acknowledged leader of the

South African people, should have his freedom held hostage of the "security" of the

aertheid system. We reiterate our eaU for the inunediate and unconditional

release of Nelson Mandela a'\d all other poll tical prisoners from racist gaols.

The Pretoria regime must take serious and deliberate steps to bring about a

negotiated settlement in South Africa. The Organiza tion of African Un! ty (OAU) in

its Harare Declaration adopted by its Ad Hoc Colllnitte in August 1989, which was

endorsed by the Ninth Summit Conference of the Non-Aligned Movement in Belgrade in

Septellber« has set forth the prerequisites for such negotiations. The objective

should be for the Pretoria regime to initiate a genuine dialogue with the authentic

leaders of the people of South Africa. To prepare for such negotiations, the

Pretoria regime mU9t take steps to create the atmosphere conducive to

negotiations. These must of necessity include the lifting of the state of

emergency J the uncondi tional telease of Nelson MCIldela Md all other poll tical

prisoner,s and detainees, the unbani1ing of the African National Congress (ANC)« the

Pan-Africanist Congress of Azan 18 (PAC) a'\d all other poll tical parties ..id mass

anti-apartheid organizations, the ending of all "judicial murders"; and permitting

the uncondi tional return, without impediments, of all poli tical exiles and
I

refugees. Tanzania wishes to emphasize that these measures are within the power of

the Pretor ia regime to undertake, and mc:wement towards their fulfilment will be an

indicator of the regime's genuine desire for change.

Pretoria's allies claim that since the ·tegine was canpelled to end its

invasion and occupation of Angola last year the region has been spared its direct
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acts of aggression against, and destablization of, the front-line and other

neighb,uring States. There is no evidence, however, that it has given up its

hegemonic amibitions OV'er the region. It is still waging proxy wars in Mozamique

and Angola through its support of the bandit organizations of MNR and UNITA. And

&9 the Commonwealth Observer Group on Namibia ominously warned, there are signs of

similar designs for Namibia, as it emerges into independence. Thus Pretoria has

not abandoned its so-called pol icy of total s tea te tH through which it seeks to

weaken and Ultimately destroy the economic, political, military, cultural and

social fabric of the neighbouring countries 60 that they continue to remain

dependent on South Africa.

Tanzania salutes both Angola and Mozatrbique in their struggle to preserve

their independence ald maintain their sovereignty and territorial integrity. tie

support their efforts towards peace and reconciliation. We urge the international

communi ty to support, in all forms, the front-line Md other neighbouring States in

their efforts to consolidate their economies and achieve self-reliance so as to

lessen their dependence on South Africa. We believe that the SOUthern African

Development Co-ordination Conference (SAOCC) provides the appropriate vehicle ~r

I
'the attainment of these objectives.

It is now self~vident to all but the allies of apartheid that sanctions have

had an impact on South Africa, and especially on its econany. The economy has

shafn its Vulnerability to sanctions, which is what all the pressure on the regime

for fundamental political change and its own reactions are all about. The

Secretary-General, in his report contained in document A/44/555 of 11 October 1989,

makes very pertinent observations in this regard, as revealed in the following

excerpt a
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"The South African econany is highly dependent on the outside world. The

country's foreign trade has represented, on average, over 50 per cent of South

Africa's gross domestic produ et (GDP) in the 1980s, while inflows of foreign

capital, in the form of investment or loans, have been essential to the

country's economic growth. The potential of externally applied pressures on

the South African economy is therefore great. A number of restrictive

measures against South Africa affecting both the country's foreign trade and

the inflow of foreign capital have been adopted and have had discernible

impact on the economy." (A/44/S5S para. 3)

The Secretary-General goes on to state that owing to scarcity of foreign

capital and "internal disinvestment" the economic situation in South Africa has

been further aggravated by the regime's allocating an increasing amount of the

country's financial resources to defence and law and order matters. Sanctions were

also biting in other fields, according to the report. It also quotes the regime's

President as acknowledging, in 1986, that the oil embargo had obliged the

Government to spend R22 billion JIOre on oil imports in the period 1974-1984 than

would otherwise "'ave been necessary. The same report reveals that the Shipping

Research Bureau estimates the annual cost to South Africa of the oil embargo at

around $ 2 bill ion.
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Sanctions work. All the cosmetic changes which the Pretor la regime has

initiated have been forced on it by the sanctions imp)sed and observed by many

nations represented in the Assembly. In their different form these sanctions have

had the same objective, namely, to exert pressure on Pretoria to abolish .rthe~

and work towards dellDcraC'j. They were never intended to be pami tive. MB'iY na ticns

have made great sacr ifices in imposing sanctions, and Tanzania wishes to pay a

tribute to all of them for these sacrifices 8I'ld for their expression of solidarity

with the oppressed people of South Africa.

We are distressed, however, that a few countr iee continue to support the Soutb

African economy in defiancG of the international calls for sanctions. As the

Secretary-General points outl

-The three leading countries in volume of investments in South Africa are

the Federal Republic of Germany, the United Kingdom of Great Britain ana

Northern Ireland and the United States of America. For capital goods and

technology r these three countries md Japan are the four major suppliers to

South Africa, accounting for over 10 per cent of all South Africa's

intermediate and capital goods imports and close to 80 per cent of the various

technology transfer agreements in 1984.· (A/44/S55, para. 20)

The report further points out that the Federal Republic of Germany, France and the

United Kingdom toqether account for over gO pet cent of officially insured credits,

which 4ucunted to over $8 billion in 1987. That is the sum which was involved in

the rescheduling announced a few weeks ago, which has been condenned by many

Governments, including Commonwealth Governments at their recent summit meeting in

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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The most important sanction so far imposed by the United Nations &gain8t the

Pretoria regime remains the arms embargo. Although that is m~ndatory, we are

concerned that arms and military technology continue to reach South Africa and the

Co.mlttee established under Security Council resolution 421 (1917) has not been

enabled to cl08e the loopholes. The greatest offender remains Israel, which, to

compound the violation, has continued to collaborate with Pretoria 1n the nuclear

field. Chile has a180 become a major partner with South AFrica in the arms trade.

Tanzan1e continues to believe that for the attainment of a non-violent

solution in South Africa, t~e international community should impose on that country

comprehensive and mandatory sanctions. Pending such action, the existing sanctions

against South Africa should be widened, tightened and intensified.

We wish to express our appreciation to the Special Committee against Apartheid

for its comprehensive report contained in document A/44/22 of 25 OCtober 1989. We

pay a epecial tribute to its Chairman, Majcr-General Joseph Garba, for his

indefatig~ble efforts in steering the work of the Committee.

As we approach the last decade of this century - a decade dedicated by the

General Assembly to the eradication of colonialism - let us also resolve that this

cri~ against humanity, this modern form of slavery, muat be eradicated

immediately. The international community abolished ~nAtitutionalized slavery

150 years ago. Fifty years ago it fought and defeated nazi.m. Apartheid, the

modern form of nazism, must be fought with the same viqour and determination. That

1s the objective of the draft resolutions before the Assembly under this agenda

iteM. My delegation will therefore vote 1n favour of all of them.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



- --~~--------------------------

HR/ve A/44/PV.51
78

Mr. MORTENSEN (Denmark): I have the honour to speak in the general

debate on aqenda item 28, concerning South Africa's policies of apartheid, on

behalf of the fiv8 Nordic countries: Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark.

The Nordic countries have repeatedly, here at the United Nations and

e18evhere, individually as well as collectively, expressed their strong

condemnation of SOuth Africa's abhorrent policies of apartheid. Apartheid must be

eradicated. All the efforts of the international community should be directed

towards that goal.

It is in furtherance of that goal that the Nordic countries together with

other Member States, again this year have submitted a draft resolution on concerted

international action for the elimination of apartheid. We count on the Assembly's

continued and widespread support for this draft resolution as a means of sending a

clear and uneQuivocal m0ssaqe to South Africa that !2artheid is intolerable to the

international community.

The many repulsive aspects of apartheid are well known to the Assembly: the

institutionalized discrimination against the majority population, the imPOsition of

minority rule, the stifling of freedom of political expression by the majority and

the denial of their basic political rights. The apartheid system based on racial

segregation, discrlmination p exploitation and repression imposes enormous suffering

on the majority of the South African population in order to ensure political and

economic domination by a minority. This concept of separate development on a

racial basis violates the fundamental purposes of the Charter of the Organization.

It io ~ concept contrary to the principles of equality and justice to which the

Nordic countrleR firmly adhere and an affront to every human being irrespective of

race and colour.

.... '1' .-
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Despite recent positive developments, the situation in South Africa remains

grim and serious. The extension of the nation-wide state of emergency for a third

consecutive year has further diminished the chances for peaceful change by stifling

the voices of opposition and by the detention and imprisonment without trial of

thousands of people, including women and children. The African National Congress

and the Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania, as well as other political

organizations, remain proscribed. Nelson Mandela and many other political

prisoners are still incarcerated. The execution of political prisoners has

continued unabated. The censorship of the press and news media remains in force in

violation of basic democratic principles. The reforms introduced have been too

little and too late. There has up to now been no definite indication that the

Routh African Government is really prepared to dismantle the very corner-stones of

the apartheid system.

The South Arrican Government's continued oppression has taken a heavy toll in

human lives and SUffering. In addition, the policies of apartheid continue to be

the root cause of the violence, suffering, destabilization and economic dislocation

in the southern African region. In short, apartheid is a threat to international

peace and security.

The resistance to repression, CUlminating in the recent campaign of defiance,

has, however, made it clear that the authorities are facing a formidahle challenge

and that the state of emergency has not succeeded in stifling extraparliamentary

opposition, political dissent and protest.
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The Nordic countries welcome the recent release of eight poli tical prisoners,

including Walter Sisulu. We have also noted the relaxation of restrictions on

polt tical a ctivi ties of the black ma jor! ty. We hope such steps will be followed by

further action conducive to a decrease in the level of tension and to peaceful

change in South Africa.

We note, however, that none of these developments is irreversible and that the

South African Government <Xl many previous occasions hem defaulted on its promises

of change.

The Nordic countries reiterate their firm conviction that apartheid cannot be

reforned but must be totally abolished by peaceful means. This can be achieved

only if repression and violence are replaced by constructive dialogue across lines

of colour, politics and religion. We urge the South African GovernllW!nt to initiate

negotiations immediately and without pre-condi tions with the genuine

representatives of the majority of the South African population with a view to

establishing a free, democratic, non-racial and united South Africa.

Dialogue 2nd national reconciliation, however, are impossible as long as the

state of emergency remains in force, black leaders are imprisoned or detained, and

anti-apartheid organizations are banned. We therefore once again call on the South

African Government to lift the state of emergency, to free Nelson Mandela and all

other political prisoners, and to unbCl'l the ARC, the PAC 2nd other poll tical

organ izations.

The Nordic countries believe that the best way to move the South African

Government in that direction 2nd bring about peaceful change il3 through joint and

unanimous measures taken by the international community. There is no doubt 

despite occasional claims to the contrary - that existing economic sanctions have

had a serious impact on the South Afr ican economy and contr ibuted to the isolation

of the white minodty regine and thm to the change of attitudes in South Africa.
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It is the firm belief of the Nordic countries that such pressure mUBt be

maintained, not as a punitive measure, but as a means of abolishing !2!rtheid by

Pending the imposition of comprehenaive mandatory sanctions by the Security

Council, the Nordic countries have adopted their own Programme of Action against
!partheid, most recently reviaed and strengthened in 1988. This Programme includes
a general trade boycott and other restrictions on economic and cultural links
between the Nordic countries and South Africa.

Consistent wi th the Programme of Action, the Nordic countries have
significantly widened. their co~peration with the menbers. of the Southern African
Development Co-ordination Conference (SADCC) in order to help the countries of the
region to increase their economic strength and reduce their dependence on South

Africa. The Nordic countries likewise contribute substantially to alleviating the
plight of the victims of apartheid and supporting opponents of that policy.

The Nordic countries look forward to addressing themselves in greater depth
and detail to the question of ,!p&rtheid during the special session en agartheid

next month. we attach great inll!Ortcmce to that special sesal.on. It will be an
opportunity for the international co!l1llunity to express itself unanimously on the

effective elimination of apartheid.

The Nordic countries are convinced that the policy of apartheid is doomed to

fcHlure. The longer the Government of South Africa denies the majority of its
citizens the right to participate in the governing of their own country, the more
difficult it will be for changes to be achieved by peaceful means. The

.
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international community should continue to spare no effort to exert pressure on

South Africa to put an end to the intolerable system of apartheid and to establish

without further delay a society with freedom and justice for all.

Mr. MOtMIN (Comoros) I Why is apartheid so abominable and offensive to

mankind? Why is it so hated and condemned by the entire international community?

The answer to those two questions is simple. Apartheid is tbe most systematic fOrtD

of racial discrimination, practised by the regine in Pretoria as an official policy

of legalized and institutionalized racial segregation. It is the very antithesis

of all of the values of civilized humanity, it is demeaning md athorrent. It is a

system used by the minority white regime in South Africa to dominate and humiliate

the black majority. It is a system that feeds on hatred, violence ald brutality.

It is regrettable that after 40 years and after thousands of speeches

delivered from this rostrum denouncing and condemning this imuman system and

call1ng for concerted international action to ~t and end to it, this abhorrent

animal continues to survive. Consequently it is imperative that the delegation of

the Federal Islamic Republic of the Comoros make its voice heard once again, to

express our solidarity with those who are victims of and suffering from the .evils

of apartheid, and who are struggling to have it abolished.

As we are about to en ter a new century, the in terna tional community cannot

stand by and allow this Q:»ctrine to survive and follCM us into the next century.

Despite universal condemnation, including the condemnation expressed from this

rostrum year in, year out for the last four decades, the South African Government

has so far refused to take meaningful or definite steps towards ending apartheid.

In recent years, however, in the face of mounting internal resistance and

international pressure, the South African regime has been forced to institute with

greater urgency some cosmetic changes to make aeartheid acceptable. Of course,

those who have since birth profited from the system view those changes as
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major and meaningful concessions. The changes include the abolition of the

notorious pass laws and the revision of segregationist legislation concerning

public places. But they are not deep or ftmdamen'tal, Md that is why the oppressed

victims of apartheid see those reforms for tilat they area mere cosmetic and
I

tactical changes to entrench apartheid and defuse the growing political crisis in

the country.
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The year 1989 has brou~ht a I"iumber of poli tical developments in Pretor iaz

Frederik WIllem De Klerk has replaced P.W. Botha as the President of South Africa.

The regime was compelled by ~,nternal events cnd international pressure to release

hundreds of political detainees. Some important political detainees t_-:-' . also been

released, annng them a prominent leader of the African National Con9re....~ of South

Africa. (ANC), Mr. Walter Sisulu. But South Africa still defies international

~.. pressure to release Mr. Nelson Mmdela, who is still languishing in prison.
~'" .
~ .

Mr. De Klerk has promised to bring in needed changes in South Africa.

However, so far he ss~ms to 00 to reflect more a concern with the viability of the

8E!rtheid system rather than with an essential break with the ideological-political

conception of apartheid. Mr. De Klerk has reiterated, to the disappointment of

lIany, his Party's conviction that "group right" will be protected under any

pelt tical dispensation offered the black major! ty, which clearly means he has no

intention whatsoever of eradicating apartheid.

We would advise Mr. De Klerk that, rather than continuing with the futile

policies of aggression and the ao-c~lled reforms, his Government should avail

itself of the new climte of change and detente in international rela-tions that has

improved international co"'Operation and enhanced the search for a peaceful

settlement to regional conflicts and work seriously towB&"ds the full integration of

blacks in the country's social and political structures.

Although racism is a common phenomenon of fi\IUKind md is practised in many

parts of the globe, it is only in South Africa that race has been the basis of

pal! tlcal rights. !partheid betrays the most: fmdamental concepts of human liberty

and equality, hence the system cannot be reformed, it must be abolished.

'!'he year 1989 should, once 4ga1n, be the year of zei:'O tolerance of the system

of apartheid. The time has come for the international ool!llluni ty to euart maximum
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pressure on South Africa to force it to eradicate apartheid. We can no longer

tolerate the Pretoria regime's trampling upen the dignity of our brothers in South

Africa.

Ms. MAlR (Jcuaaica) fl There is no item on the international political

agenda with which the Government !lnd the people of Jamaica identify more

passionately than this item nOlll before the General Assenbly, namely, the p:»licies

of apartheid in South Africa. I welCOi1¥! this opportuni ty to reaffirm our deep and

continuing commitment to all efforts, national and international, which are

designed to eradicate this immral and illegal racist system.

At this time we share the sense of achievement of so many States Memers of

the United Nations which see 50rre of the results of that commitment of the

international conrnunity over a period of many years at last, it would appear,

beginniNJ to bear fruit. For now we see the promise of a new day of freedom a\d

independence beginning to dawn in that region. One of the brightest images the

world now sees is the llkWement of hW'ldreds and thousmds of Namibians to the voting

booths.

But the promise of freedom and independence for Namibia will remain

unfulfilled so long as that dark shadow of apartheid still hangs over the region.

Until the establishment of a freev non-racial and democratic society in South

Africa based <Xl majority rule becomes a reality, bOth the issue of Namibia's future

as a politically and economically independent State and the prospects for pesca,

security and development in that region remain endanger:ed.

For the fact is that despite recent developments, the internal situation in

South Africa remains profoundly treacherous. The pronouncements of the new South

African President, r~r. De Klerk, have attracted much attention and interest in the

international media. Sone see these developments as evidence of a certain I
I
I

I
I
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willingness to work tOk'ards the crea tion of a new poli tical atmosphere as a

preliminary to peaceful change. Concern has been expressed within South Africa for

it to beCORe an acceptable member of world society and to lift itself out of the

doldrums of growing international isole.tion, econemic decline, anc1 increasing

polarization. The action taken by the Government recently in unconditionally

releasing eight political prisoners, including that great anti-apartheid fighter,

Walter Sisulu, ald permitting a degree of peaceful political activity by the black

majority h21s inevitably produced speculation in some quarters about the new

Pretoria leadership's commitment to peaceful change.

But the hard facts of the situation should dispel any such naive assumptions

that real change is in progress. For example, at the recent meeting in

Kuala ~mpur of ColllOOnwealth Beads of Government, the reality of some changes was

acknowledged, but at the same tin~ it was noted that the state of emergency still

remained in force, the African National Congress (ANC), Pan Africanist Congress of

Azania (MC) and many other political organizations remained banned, and

Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners remained incarcerated, while many

others continued to be aetained and executions for so-called poll tical offences had

not stopped. Moreover, there has been no action to indicate that the new South

African Governm!nt is prepared to dismantle the pillars of apartheid, in particular

the Group Areas Act, the Population Registration Act, the Bantustan ·Homelands·

policy, and the system of separate education.

Jamaica is therefore profoundly disturbed to observe that Pretoria has chosen

to ignore the calls of the non-aligned and the Commonwealth summits and has instead

enunciated further policies aimed at propping up the discredited apartheid system,

notably President De Klerk's proposal for constitutionally guaranteed ·group

rights· defined by race, including the f'ight of whites to veto legislation that
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they may consider threatening, as well as the preserva tion of whi tes-only

neighbourhoods and segregated schools. Equally alarming is the recent threat to

freedan of the press, the threat to silence the New Ra tionr a leading organ of

black majority opinion.

The advocacy of such policies makes a mockery of the highly trumpeted

so""'C&lled reform plans of the South African leadership Md should serve to shatter

any illusions that may exist about tha new regime's presumed commitment to
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Jamaica therefore endorses the view that there should be an imnedia te

. intensification of international pressure against South Africa, including the

tightening of economic, investment and financial sanctions.

This is not the time to consider any relaxation of existing sanctions and

pressures. Such action would have to await evidence of clear ald irreversible

change. Quite frankly, we have to acknowledge that such evidence has not yet

emerged.

In the absence of such evidence we would therefore wish to col1ll\end to the

Assembly measures that are potentially the moat effective of non-violent means

capable of forcing South Africa to come to the negotiating table and agree to

undertake f\S\damental political change. Such measures includes the exercise of

financial pressure on the Pretoria regime by seeking to intensify and extend

financial sanctions, suoh as calling on all banks and. finmcial institutions to

impose tougher condi tioilS on day"""'i::.o-day trade financing, specifically through

reducing the JlBxim.un credit terms to 90 days, calling on relevant Governments to

make trade credits harder to get by taking South Africa "off cover· with official

government agencies) and support for the ini tia tive developed by the Com1TDnwealth

Committee of Foreign Ministers on Southern Africa to strengthen the arms embargo,

and continue to pursue it at the United NatiOilS in the Committee established l.Ilder

Security Council resolution 421 (1977).

These additional measures have been proposed by the Commonwealth leaders in

clear recognition of the importance of South Africais dealings with the

international financial community, the growing vulnerability of South Africa's

economy, atd an acknowledgement of the impact of sanctions in influencing present

policies of the South African regime. It is, I think, generally agreed that such

encouraging signs as me may perceive are a prodlct of internal and external

pressures on the racist r.egime.
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It is also now being admitted that of all the pressures exerted on south

~rica from abroad, perhaps the most damaging to Pretoria has been the action of

Western bamere that in 1985 halted all new loans ma demmdad repayment of SOIre.

S14 billion in short-term debt. While South Africa has reportedly been paying back

those loans, the export of so DUch of its capital has had a crippling effect CI'l the

country's economic g~owth. If evidence is need1=d, tbis represents clear testimony

of the efficacy of intern&timal sanctions clearly targeted and sel~ct1vely applied ..

Our Government therefore Is deeply disturbed to note that despite the urgings

of the international community the international banking institutions have taken

the precipitous step of deciding to ease the financial pressure on South Africa ~

negotiating a deal with the South African Reserve Bank which will allow Pretoria to

repay $1.5 billion through Decemer 1993 and turn $6.5 billion into long-term

credits. Hence, it is the strong hope of my delegation that the forthcoming

special session of the General Assellbly on apartheid and its destructive

consequences in southern Africa will lead to more forceful, concerted md urgent

action by the international ootm\unity with a view to closing the existing

loopholes, and also to applying IIIOre vigorous pressure on South Africz tD ebmdon

its discredited policies.

My Government has never adVOCAted sanctions lightly or indiscriminately, but

in the case of South Afric& we believe that this is the only way to apply effective

international pressure to force Pretoria Abolish gpartdeid and negotiate peacefUl

change in that country.

We also continue to be .»ncerned that the persistence of apartheid in South

Africa and continuation of support from many quarters for the Pretoria regime have

only served to lend credence and justification to the perpetuation of atU tudes of

rac lal super lodty 8\4 rac ial discrltftina tion in other parts of the world. It L5

I
j

I
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therefore Inclmb6nt on the entire international COIIlmunity to take the necessary

steps to bring an t.iediate end to this obnoxious system and its pernicious

policies.

I should like to conclude by echoing remarks made in this debate by the

distinguished African leadar Bis Bxcellency the Reverend Cilia. Balan$, former

President of Zinbabwe and co-Chalr.n of the Panel of .inent Persons thet

cmducted public hearings en the activ! ties of transna tional corpora tions in South

Africa and Namibia. He saidl

"We cannot say when ap!rthilid will en41 that is in the hanas of the South

African people. What we can say is that the cOIIlllamity of nations represented

here has the collective responsibility to ensure that the stru991ing people of

South Africa receive all the support we are eapable of CJivi~. "'d this

refers not only to the abolition of apart.heid but to the challenges that lie

beyond the end ef that cdminal systee.· (A/U/PV.47, p. 21)

The Jamaican delegation fully endorses those sentilll!lts.

Ms. WILIB.~ (t:.., Zealllld) I We focus our attention on southern Africa at

a tirte of major progress in efforts to r id that region of the pernicious system of

apartheid. Blections nQl taking place mould ensure the end of apartheid in

Namibia. That will be & big step forward, but still only the first step on the way

to the total eradica tiM of apartheid.

New Zealand has watched carefully the ~l itlcal developrasnts in SoUlth Africa

this year - the mango of Prnldent, the releuct of 80_ lead1ng opponentll of

apartheid, the efforts _de by President De Klerk to engage 1n 41alogue with

1.4e1'8 of neighbOuring countries, and the token refor.s. The rolecae of eo_

prisoners of course is welOOMe. But we want to .ee fundaaental change. The

!parth.id systea cannot be refoned. It ls not reformable. It aust be destroyed

now, once and for all.
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This year °8 report by the Special Coanittee against Apartheid makes sobering

rea4ing. The evidence shows that. the abuses continue. The South African

Gcwern18lt bas been trWllpeting reform. But the state of emergency has been

extenc1ed for the fourth consecutive year. The system of separate ec.ilcation, the

Group Areas ..4 Fopulation Registration Acts re1llllin intact and the so-called

bantusun homalan4s continue to exist. Many South Africans relll&in political

prismere 1n gaol.

Recently we 8. with horror the hand of vigilante groups and daath squads ~t

work in the Hsusination of Mti-aparthei~activist Mr. David Webster. He had, in

his cam writings, called attention to the escalatin9 activities of the death squads.

The CoiI8OI\Ve&lth Secretary-General, Shddath Ramphal, notes in his

introduction to the CoInonwealth sanctions report on South Africa that Pretoria

-ha been trying to present to the world the face of reUClnableness md reform"

while -hiding the realities of apartheid behind an iron curtain of censorship·.

"l'hat eensonhip, which pervades the judicial system and the aedia, hides from world

view the greater part of the apartheid iceberg, including countless human rights

violations, banning8 md the forced remcwal of population.
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The South African regime still gives the appearance of having no fll\damental

misgivings about the system of apartheid itself. Rather, as the Special

Committee's report notes, it appears concerned with the system's continued

viability in its essential form. New Zealand continues to believe that the

complete destruction of aeartheid is a major ooral imperative of our times. Some

things in the world are right and some things wrong. APartheid is clear~y utterly

wrong.

A few positive things have happened but the pillars of apartheid still stand.

The effect of 8earthei,g within South Africa is disastrous enough, but it also

impacts strongly on the neighbouring States. The costs are huge and the human

suffering enornous. New Zealand has continued to lend support: to the Southern

Africa Development Co-ordination Conference and other organizations and funds

designed to alleviate the effects of regional conflict.

Around the world, and not least here, some satisfaction can be derived from

the improved climate of international co-operation and the active search for a

resolution to disputes. In southern Africa the benefits can be seen in the Namibia

. and Angola settlements. But like others more closely involved, New Zealand is very

much aware of the fragile nature of the political settlements, and the fact that

economic recovery still has a long way to travel.

Outside South Africa, there has been some positive progress in containing the

destabiUzing effects of apartheid South Africa's policies. But there is nothing

in the so-called reforms within South Africa about which the international

communi ty can or should be complacent. Commonwealth Heads of Government in

Kuala Mimpur last month were aware of this. This is not the time to consider any

relaxation of &1Cisting sanctions and pressures on Pretor ia.

Sanet.ions, as South African leaders have themselves ackno",ledged, have had

importMt repercuss ions for the economy of the COl.l\try. My GoVernment considers
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considers that they are diminished in their effectiveness because of the loopholes

that exist and by a less than complete application by the international community.

Earlier this year, the Commonwealth Committee of Foreign Ministers on Southern

Africa reconmended a strengthening of the arms enbargo. New Zealand was among

those that endorsed this policy at the recent Kuala Lumpur meeting. New Zeala1d

fUlly supports the decision of Commonwealth Heads of Government at Kuala wmpur to

tighten financial measures on South Africa, particularly in the area of trade

financing. We also support the new draft resolution before the Assenbly this year

that gives effect to that decision.

New Zealand is happy to be a memer of the Intergovernmental Group to Monitor:

the Supply and Shipping of Oll ald Petroleum Products to South Africa. We were

pleased to see that, as a result of the hearings on the oil enbargo held at the

United Nations in April, the Intergovernmental Group has been able to identify

certain areas to pursue that might facilitate a stricter application of the

embargo. Like other sanctions, the 011 embargo can be made more effective through

efforts to identify and close the loopholes. But ultimately the success of all

sanctions depends a1 the wholehearted support of the international commll'1ity.

Consistent with the oonviction that sanctions are required in order to bring

pressure on Pretor ia for fundamental poli tical change, New Zealand has given effect

to all measures recommended by the Security Council and those adopted by the

Commonwealth. We do not rule out the possibility of New Zealand's taking further

action should circumstances warrant it. We will be watching closely developments

in South Africa in the next few monthsG We want to see the state of emergency

lifted, rerMining political prisoners released unconditionally, the African

National Congress Md other poll tical organizations leC)ally recognized and genuine
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political negotiations between the South African authorities Sld authentic black

leaders begin. These demands are consistent with the decisions reached by the

OrglWlizatio.l of African Uni ty' s resatutions on South Africa, endorsed at the ninth

summit meeting of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries at Belgrade in September.

They are consistent also with Commonwealth demands u including those set out in the

Eminent Persons Group's ~possible negotiating concept".

The struggle against apartheid intensifies. 'l'he Uni tea Nations and other

organizations have worked consistently to persuade the South African authorities to

change their policies, anl'l will continue to do so. To that end, New Zealand

welcomes and supports the -oall of the Organization of African Unity for a

negotiated, peaceful solution.

Shridath Ramphal, whom I quoted earlier, has said that "people pressure, human

solidarity is the ultimate sanction against apartheid". It is that human

solidarity with the victims and opponents of apartheid which will one day ensure a

free and non-racial delllr)crat!c society in South Africa. This debate is a tribute

to that satidadty, the e~pression of the vast majority that apartheid must be

eradicated - llIld will be. Let it be soon.

!'Ir. TANASIE (Romania), People all over the world express their great

satisaction with the process of decolonization entering its final stage in

Namibia. We are waiting for Namibia to join the free nations Menbers of the United

Nations. 'l'he independence of Namibia is not ooly an historieal turning-point in

the destiny of the Namibian people but at the same time a heavy blow to the

apartheid system.

The firm condemnation of the policies and practices of the apartheid system,

the militant solidadty ald the meny-sided support given to the liberation

movements for achieving the aspiration of all peoples for a free and dignified 11fe

constitute the basic principles of our long-standing posi tion.
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The eradicatiQ'l of racial discrimination and the assurance of equal rights for

all peoples constitute an imperative requiremen-.. of our t.imes. The achievement of

this aim is perfectly in line with the aspirations of economic and social progress,

of peace and prosperity for all the peoples of the world. The elimination of

apartheid policies in South Africa is also crucial for putting an end to the acts

of aggression and destabilization by the Pretoria regime in the front-line States

,and other neighbouring countries.*

It is Romania's considered view that nowhere in the world is racism and racial

discrimination so brutal and blatant as it is in South Africa. The policies

prol1l.llgated by the racist regime are rooted in the systel'l1atic and illegal

institutiaaalization of racial discrimination. It has becoJTe a system which does

not lend itself to correction and, therefore, it must be eliminated.

*Mr. Burst (Antigua and Barbuda), Vice-President, took the Chair.

----~-----------_......
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We believe that the abolition of the policies of apartheid and racial

discrimination and the creation of conditIons enabling people in South Africa to

participate freely i.n shaping their own future represent an imperative that must be

duly reflected in the aCbption of effective measures Md actions by the Un! ted

Nations and the international collltlunity as a Whole. An cwer-increasing-nullber of

lbmania joins in the demand for the lifting of the state of emergency, the release

of all po11 tical prisoners and other activists, including Nelson Mandela, the

unbanning of the African liberation organizationsl and implementation of other

negotiations with the true representatives of the oppressed people of South Africa,

and to work tOlfards the crea tion of a uni ted, deJlDcra tic and non-rac ial society.

Recent developments in South Africa appearing to mark sone changes in the

confidence-building measures, as pre-condi tions for the commencement of

apartheid policy should be viewed with great caution. Those insignificant changes

meeting the just demands of the international community. The system of apartheid

cannot be reformed, it must be dismantled in its entirety.

The minority racist regime, which excludes the overWhelming majority of the

popula tion from the pol! tical process, must be forced to ini eia t:e genuine

The leg! tinecy of the aspirations of the people of South Africa and their

oPposition to racial discrimination and apartheid - Which was declared a crime

against human! ty - has been fully acknowledged by the Uni ted Na tions. Furthermore,

the relevant resolutions of the Security Council and the General Assenbly

constitute a clear reaffirmation of the special responsibility of the international

community to bring about the dismantling of aeartheid as soon as possible.

Condemna tion of apartheid is already universal. What is needed now is not

were made only to gain favour for the South African Government and are far short of

J\M/22
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United Nations Member States are speaking out in favour of such effective measures
and supporting the demand for the adoption of mandatory sanctions against South
Africa, in accordance with Chapter VII of the Charter.

In its fo,reign policy Romania excludes any form Qf relations with South Africa.

It is our view that the international comnamity should continue to give the
highest pr iori ty to the progranunes adopted by the Uni ted Nations for conbating
racism, racial discrimination and apartheid, and should act more energetically for
the er.adication of the apartheid system. In this respect, we are very much
encouraged by .the excellent work accomplished by the Special Committee against
Apartheid under the leadership of the very experienced, dedicated and competent
Permanent Repr.esentative of Nigeria, who is presiding over the current session of
the General Asserrbly, Mr. Joseph Garba.

On this occasion I should like to rlffirm Romania's firm support for all the
efforts made by the United Nations against apartheid, and to assure the peoples of
South Africa and Namibia of our assistance and militant solidarity in their just
struggle for freedom and independence.

Mr. AGJILAR (Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish) I The system of
apartheid imposed by the white minority in South Africa, apart from systematically
violating the fundamental rights and freedoma of the non-white population, is the
major cause of instability in southern Africa. There can no longer be even a

•lingering doubt about the danger that apartheid poses to international peace and
security.

On this subject Venezuela has maintained a clearly defined position that is
knoW'1 to everyooe. We reject the policies of racial discrimination, md apartheid
which are contrary not only to our legal constitutional provisions but also to

principles and sen timents that are deeply rooted in the minds of the Venezuelan
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s-ople. '!'hat Is why we reiterate once again that our comtry does not have, nor
hu it ttadD any cUplOllll'i:lc, consular, conrnercial, cultural, sports or any other
kind of relations with SOuth Africa.

The Gove~naent of Venezuela unequivocally condeans apartheid and supports the
lllPla~tat1on~f the lleMUreS acbpted by the Unitad Nations a!Jred at eradicating
that SyutelW once and for all. Plr!thermore, we have supported the imposition of
cc.prehe.. lve amdatory sanctions against the Government of Pretoria, in accorda'lce
.,Ith Chapter VII of the Chartei:. Wa have stated that !tOre than a\c:e in the

.curlty Council, 'lhen we were members of that body, Std here in the Assembly. I

ah0ll1.4 add that the Government of Venezuela~ in keeping with all: domestic

leglelllticn, is a party to the International Comrention cm the SUppression a'ld

PunhhlMftt of the Cri_ of Apartheid, the International ConYention en the

Bllalnatioc of All Poru of Racial Discrimination, cmd the International Convention
atainot eeartheid in Sports.

~ eovernaent's oft-repeated, strong condemation of the apartheid system,
tlC)CJethti' vi th a policy aiRed at 8 steady flow of inform tioD about the Venezuelan
;:osition on this lasue, haG played a major role in the education of our population
lbout the true Miming of the ayst_ of apartheid IIld its dangerom consequences.

l'he "_1:'•••3 aroused In .. country has found expression in eerta in concrete
'.ct,s. Por instance, the Vene:iuelan Association of Sports Journalists - a

lOft"'gCWflrnMntal orCJanization - decided not to .arC! the pr tze of Best Sportsman of
~ 'l'ear to a very di.et1nglBiahed Venezuel., tennis player, eV4M\ though he met the
ro:,ulre.nu, because he hacJ taken part in El tournament in South Africa. Also,
non-profit pr~vate ofg_1zatlons have been established to pro!lOte seminars on
.rth.id in various parta of the country. They 1!Iake it possible to diss4!lminate
throuC}hout tb., co....try, In add! ticn to the capital ~d beyond the framework of
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governmental institutions, informtiQ\ that can raise the people's consciousness

against racislll and racial discrimination.

As has been repeatedly stated from this rostrum, the reformist policy of

!Illlking smU c:hanges in the apartheid system through dialogue with the racist

regime of South Africa has achieved very meagre results. !gartheid must be totally

eradicated, in all its forms.

In the report of the Centre against Apartheid it is stated that while

sanctions officially imposed against South Africa have so far been generally

limited in scope and have not always focused on the main spheres in which South

Africa depends on the rest of the world, their cumula tive effect has significantly

restricted that country's econoDf.

~--------------
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An effective oil embargo would exert powerful pressure en the racist regime of

Pretoria to see reason, because oil is perhaps the only strategic commodity in

which South Africa is not self-sufficient. Por this reason Venezuela has prollOted

and sponsored resolutions on the oil e1'lbargo against South Africa and supported the

work of the Intergovernmental Group to Monitor the Supply and Shipping of Oil and

Petroleum Products to South Africa. In this connection, Venezuela tDok part in the

hearings organized by that Group in April this ye~r.

The international community must exert constant pressure against the racist

regime, while keeping the Mlole world informed of the majority population's jlBt

demands for freedom and indeI..endence. The meeting of South African women with the

representatives of various organizations and of a number of comtries held recently

in Caracas, under the auspices of the United Nations Educational Scientific and

Cultural Org an iza ticn (UNESCO) and with the full sUpPOrt of my Government, bas made

it clear to us that the domestic front in the struggle against aearthejS has

widened, that it is no longer composed exclusively of black Africans. Moreover,

that front is consolidating further and has established parameters that take into

account the future evolution of the situation, turniDl South Africa into a

post-apartheid society.

The profound ct'V~,carn of the international commWlity at the prevailing

situatioo in South Africa is self-evident. It is important that we continue tu

emphasize the international colilllunity's total rejection of the system of

apartheid. The meagre progress that has been achieved is not an indication of

openness on the part of the racist Gove~nment of Soutb Africa but, rather, is the

result of the collective action of our countries.. The international. comlll.Ulity must

increase its pressure if the hlenous regime of apartheid, which is a crime against

humanity, is to be eradicated.

• ::-: ..' -, ,:: ,p, .-. . . '. -.:' .. ' . _: .... .' ". .' ..' .. . ~ , • , '" '.',

........ ,.'-: :-.- ' '.':,' .. "." . . '...... .

~--------------
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Venezuela will continue to give moral, material and political support for: the
struggle that wUl free the South African people from apartheid. We have alvaye
supported, and we will continue to participate in activi ties organized by the
Special Comittee against Apartheid. We contribute to the APRICA P'Md of the
Non-aligned Countries, the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa, the

International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa, the United Nations Pond for
Namibia, the United Nations PlIld for Publicity against !2artheid, ad the Institute
for Namibia Account of the United Nations Pund for Namibia.

Similarly, we strongly support the holding of a special session of the General
Assemly devoted to ap!rtheid and its destructive consequences in southern Africa.

I wish to mention, by way of support for the international struggle for
liberation, the greatest symbol of South African resistance - Nelson Mandela, who
received the ~lim5nBolivar Prize of UNESCO .,d Iln honorary doctorate of one of our
_in universities, the University of Carabobo.

In concl us ion, I wish to rei tera te our firm endorsement of the jmt dellla'ld of
the South African people for liberation and to reaffirm our solidarity with them in
their struggle against aE!~rtheid lIld our support for the African National Congress
and the other black-majorlty organizations of that country.

Mr. ZUZE (zambia), In recent years, events Q1 the international scene
have signalled better times ahead in international relations. The world has

witnessed, with keen interest p clear manifestations of rapprochement between the
two super-Paters. Indeed, this rapprochement, has had far-reaching ramifications

the world over. Today, in these times 0 f hope for the fu ture 0 f marK ind , the
oppressed black majority in apartheid South Africa remain a deprived people in the
land of their birth. The effects of perestroika have not yet penetrated the
apartheid structure.
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We in southern Afde.. have, for a long tiDe, faced enormous challenges -

challenges brought aboo\: by racist South Africa. We have oonfronted and endured

South Africa's illegal occupation of NaMibia, we have sufferoo South Africa's acts

of aggression and destabiUf"i.ation, we have endured the evil system of apartheid in

South Africa itself.

In this confrontation the apartheid regime has attempted to present a modified

version of apartheid to convince the world that change is coming to SOuth Afdca.

The window-dressing has been IS? effective that some among our friends are beginning

to believe the optical illusion of reforms in South Africa. We are witnessing a

replay of the events of 1983, when Mr. P.W. Botha held out similar promises. We

know now, as we knew then, that what has chagned is the presenta tion of apartheid.

The accent in South Afriea ls still on group development - and that means racism.

In the case of Namibia, we seem to be sta'lding Q'l the fence between life 5'ld

death. As this Assenb1y kncws ally too well, a process that seem to hold ptomise

for the attainment of independence is mder way. We shoUld know by next week which

way to goo We hope and pray that this process, which the international community

is observing, wiU p,ac::eed to its logical concl us ion. 1b th is end, we appeal to

the international co_unity to ren&!r all forms of assistance to the people of

Nallibia dud~ the period following the elections to the constitutent assembly,

until accession to independence.

South Africa's _port of ag9lsesion and destaballzation in the region, either

by covert actions or by proxy, cmtinues to be a reality southern Africa has to

face. Its cost keeps escalating. Recent statistics put the oost of South Africa's

destablization at $60 billlcn in terms of economic losses, and allTlOSt 1.5 million

people dead. So lQftg 8S the apartheid system exists in that region, aggression and

deatablization wiU ccntinue to threaten independent southern African States.

~------------
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'!'he independence proceSs now mder way in Namibia has been referred to by

S\. ..th Africa's allies as being indicative of change in South Africa. South

Africa's friends have chosen to ignore what has really forced South Africa to come

to terms with the rest n;r. the world. South Africa has never engaged in genuine

negotiations, only pressure has had a decisive effect on the Pretor ia regime.

I should like to reiterate what is now a well-known fact I that the

international financial ..15 economic sanctions against racist South Africa have had

the desired effect. This has been addtted p,lbl1cly by the South Aft leans

themselves. Un tU recently, when some banks and other lending ins ti tu tions came to

the rescue of South Africa by rescheduling Pretoria's debt repayments, the South

African economy was in crisis.

The rescheduling of South Africa's debt has given the racist regime a new

lease of life to continue ita apartheiJ! policies. We believe that this action is

an adaission that sanctions do work, and are working in South Africa. What is

IIOre, this action Is an lPffront against the will of the international comlllu,dty to

end apartheid by peacefUl means. It is in this context that we strongly appeal to

Government 5ld privata financial institutions to reject any requests from racist

South Africa for new loans. Rather than help the oppressed black majority - as

SOli! peaple claim they do - these loms only strengthen the military IIIlchine by

which South Africa carries out its acts of internal repression and a99ression

against neighbouring independent States.
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Over the vears the in terna tianal cCXIllUni ty h as in so Ilaoly vords exp~essed its

outraqe and indignation at the system of !2!rtheid. The General Assellbly afid the

Security Council have acbpted m.y resoluti..ons demanding that South Afdca abolish

apartheid. Despi te the internationa~ consensus that apartheid is a scourge that

IUIt be vacUcllted, South Africa has rena1ned defiant. The situation has been

aggravated by fi.:he protection given South Afriea by ita Western alUes en the

Securi ty Count,:il ..d by their abuse of the veto privilege. With that kind of

protection a~lainst comprehensive undatory sanctions under Chi\pter VII of the

United Hati/ons Charter, SOuth Africa has seen no need to engage in serious

negotiatiolns to br ing about an end to apartheid.

The 'lP60ple of SOUl~ Afdca, vbo have for a long ti1lle sacrificed theit Uves to

bring freedom and dignity to that country, have repeatedly called for the immediate

iJllposi Uon of comprehensive ._datory sanctions against r~cist South Africa as a

peaceful but effective way to end aertheid. We IIUSt ask, If sanctions do not

work, why, in God's nane, are they being opposed?

The international community should not be deceived by the recent

prClnouncellents by the new South African lQdership promising dralllatic changes in

that country. South Africa has been under extreme pressure as a result of the

voluntary sanctions now in place. In order to ease that pressure the regime is

ence again resorting to the game of deception designed to buy time for itself. My

delegation wishes to commend those CO\lltries that have tak~ measures against South

Africa. We urge those States that have not yet taken such measures to consider

cbing so without further delay.

The liberation move~nts of South Africa have through many years of struggle

demonstrated their readiness to negotiate for change in their CO\lltry. Lest there

be any misunderstanding, tha liberation movements' readiness to negotiate sho~ld
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not be construed as i.plying weakness.. Q\ the contrary, that readiness is due to
their belief that a conjuncture of circumstances exists - one that~ if there is

damnstrable readiness en the part of the Pretor ia regi. to engage' in negotia tiens
genuinely and seriously, could create the possibility of ending apartheid through
negotiations. That ia. principled stllld that deserves our urqual1fied support.

My delegation is of the view' that the Declaration of the Ad Hoc Comittee on

Southern Afdca of the O:ganizatio,n of African Uni ty (OAU) 1/ which was aCbpted on
21 August 1989 at Rarare~ Zimbabwe, and which now appears as cbcument A/44/697,

offers the best chance for peaceful. change in South Af,dcft. That document is a
soleJrn undertaking by the liberation IIOvements of South Africa and the OAU to work
for change through negotiations if the racist re9i~ is ready to negotiate

seriously. The document is essent~ally a,blueprint for :ttae creation of a unitary,
non-racial and democratic South Africa. It outlines the basic principles for

negotiations, it defines the climate for negotiations, and it sets out guidelines

for the process of negotiations. That blueprint is bold enough to recommend a .
prograllllle of action to achieve the abolition of the insidious system of aparthei,2,.
8.1ca11y, what is required is moral and political courage, Ql the part of the
Pretoria regime to rise to the challenge of that blueprint ..

let me reiterate that in the long run, and for the sake of harmcny in South
Africa, the regime will have to demonstrate its seriousn~ss by taking bold steps to
create a climate conducive to the peaceful aboli tion of apartheid through

negotiations. South Africa must agree to release unconditionally all political

prisoners and detainees, including Nelson Mandela, it must agree to lift the ban on
all political organizations so that they may participate in the political process
to bring about change J it must agree to remove troops from the townl3hipsJ it must
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agree to 11ft the state of emergency, it must agree t~ repeal all Draconian laws,

an4, it must agree to Clease all political. trials and political executions.

We believe that those measures will ease tension and eliminate mistrLBt in

South Africa and in the region aa a whole. The new leadership in South Africa must

seize the opportuni ties offered by the current desire for negotiation rather than

confrontation. We await specific: steps from the apartheid regime in response to

the blueprint set out in document AI 44/697.

let me conclude by paying a deserved tribute to the President of the AsseDbly

in his other capacity as Chairman of the Special Committee against Apartheid. We

commend him and the other members of that important Committee for the report before

the Assembly. That report has clearly shOW1 that the situatim in South Africa

remains critical, indeed explosive. It is our hope that the recommendations made

in the report will be implemented by all States and organiza tions.

Similarly, we wish to express our appreciation to the Special Committee

against Apartheid for the draft resOlutions on the situation in South Africa.

Those draft resolutions - on which the Assenbly will take action at a later

stage - accurately reflect the situation currently obtaining in South Africa.

Hr 0 VAN LIEROP (Vanuatu) I Were we to close our eyes and hear the word

wapartheid- uttered, different images would spring to mind for different

individuals.

Some of us would have an image of the heroic and dignified figure of

.Nelson HlIldela, languishing for far too long in prison. SOllW! of us would have an

image of courageous children standing in defiance of an illegal regime that knows

no decency. Sone of us would have an ill8ge of dedicated youths who have left their

bomes and thei~ families and returned in a clandestine fashion to fight for the
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their power to change South Afr ica.

infus ion of compass ion and \Ilderstcnding into the hearts of those who have it in

No one - not a single person - could poasibly close his or her eyes today,

Archbishop Desmond Tutu Md other members of the clergy, praying for an infus ion of

places called "bMtustans" as opposed to the JlDdern vistas of the ci ties of South

equality and justice. Some of us would have an image of the barren topography of

Elanity into the minds of those who govern SOuth Africa today, praying for an

the cruel and uncaring agents of a brutal and desperate regime against the men, the

cattle prods, whips ald the other devices ~of brutality so effectiVely wielded by

Some of would have an image of snarling police dogs, water cannon, electric

Some of us would have an image of the quiet and reserved dignity of

into the fertile earth CI1d, through very hard labour, extracting minerals that feed

Rot/24

hold their families together While at the same time defiantly challenging obscene

all God's ohildren Md that we must all live together cnd work together to bu ild a

laws that degrsde ald debase their very humani ty.

Some of us would have an image of strong, silent men journeying each day deep

hear the word "aeartheid" spoken irld, through the instrument of word associa ticn,

liberation of their people. SOm! of us would have an illBge of women struggling to

women and the children whose onl}' crime is to say "No" to apartheid Cl'ld "Yes" to

and sustain the great wealth and power of the South Afr ican regime, as well as the

commercial interests of those outside Africa who, while claiming to deplore

apartheid, never decline the fruits of apartheid. Some of us would have an image

world coming together, joining hands and lifting their voices tJ:) say that we are

of students - black, "mite, brown CI'ld yellow - inside South Africa Md all over the
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coojure up an iJIBge of a benevolent society in which children of all races laugh

./24

one has such an i1lBginatim. No one is capable of such self-deception, or of sucb
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Equal educational opportunities, social development and economic equality are

Today; the political and social system known as apartheid is tottering on the

considerable time and great effort. The international oolllJllWiity, particularly

healing of those scars ald the eradica tion of those inequi ties will take

rather thal to denying the humanity of the overwelming majority of its people.

brink of extinction. Soon it will cease to exist, in name if not, perhaps, in

greatness that every nation strives for. We Cctl imagine wat South Africa could be

South Africa has the potential to be a great nation. It has the material

wealth, it has the economic potential, and it has the people to produce the

if its energies were directed to creating a better life for all of its people

beings? What kind of future can possibly be built Q\ the disenfranchisement or the

parents dared not dream when they themselvez were children.

fact. However, we mus t not be so naive as to bel ieve that the legacy of apartheid
will be easily erased. Generations of privilege for sone ald deprivation for many

apartheid.

laudable goals which must be pursued if South Africa is to evolve into a genuinely
and substantively different type of society than it is today. The great challenge

Africa there will be a vehicle by means of which to achieve that which their

Sta tas that have been most actively engaged wi th the apartheid regime, now owe it
to the victims of apartheid to engage actively in undo ing the consequences of

will be to ensure that within the lifetime of those who are today children in South

."....: ~ -.
"
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Today, every na tim in the world is preoccupied wi th the problem of the

international d:!bt crisis. What is often forgotten - and we say this without

bitterness or recrimination - is the debt owed to the world's developing countries

by those whose wealth was acquired at their expense. Let us, the international

community, ensure that in the future the great debt owed to South Africa's people,

t.he victims of apartheid, is not forgotten.

Jecently, the world JOOurned the death of the great and renowned artist

Vladimir Horowitz. Speaking of the creative genius of this giant, Isaac stern,

himself a great violinist, saids

"How many musicians can say they have created a standard against which

all others will be judged? It was not only his personality that was

extraordinary, but his pianistic and musical accomplishments, against which

piano playing in the future will be measured."

In a completely different vein, South Africa also has created a standard.

Yesterday, South Africa'S apartheid regine created a stMdard of injustice Md

brutality against which others will always be judged. 'lbmorrow, let South Africa

create and enlightened society of equality, truth Md compass ion against which

others will in the future be measured. That is our hunble prayer for South

Africa's future.

Miss MON~DA BERMUDEZ (Nicaragua) (interpretation from Spanish)s In

demonstrating its vital involvement in the elections under way in Namibia, the

continent of Africa is experiencing the most significant moments in its history.

Those elections reflect the end of a long iIld arduous path trodden by the

international community together with the African nations, prompted and inspired

always by the valiant struggle of the Namibian people for freedom and

independence. For the first time the Namibians can vote and select their
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representatives. For the United Nations and its Members, which never gave up the

Namibian cause, were able to overcome all the obstacles that arose and at all times

challenged those that consorted with South Africa, this is a source of pride.

This Assembly has long maintained that the apa~th!!2 regime must be

eliminated, not reformed, and thtlt the existence of that regime is the root and

cause of the instability and violence in southern Africa.

However, the South African Government has not taken any practical steps to

eradlbate apartheid, rather, it has taken steps to hide it from the scrutiny of

international pUblic opinion. 'l'hat si tua tion has been duly reflected in the reporG

of the Special Committee against ~artheid to the current session, which indicates

that

"While the ~rtheid regime has made pronouncements concerning proposed

changes in the political structure of the country, its reform plan fails to

fulfil the demands of the black majority for full political rights and

maintains the fundamental aspects of whi te minod ty rule.· (A/44/22 and

Corr.2, p. 9, para. 5)

The Pretoria Government continues to demonstrate by what it does that it is

not prepared to destroy the foundations of !!2artheid. In the elections last

September for the three parliamentary chambers the black majority was still

excluded. Repression, as a means of keeping the black population in a state of

subjugation and stopping them fighting for their legitimate rights, which are

denied them in the political life of the country, continues and is incceasing. The

continuing state of emergencY, which has been in force for four years, is another

example, as are the press censorship - so complete that the world has known few

precedents - and the persistence of death squads and vigilante groups.
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Poverty, the di fficmt economic si tua tion cmd the inabili ty of the regime to

solve the structural problems have made the suffering of the South African people

more acute. The fact that the black majority does not enjoy the economic

privileges reserved for \>tbites invalidates the arguments of those that refuse to

impose economic sanctions on South Africa on the ground that they would adversely

affect the black population.

Throughout all these years the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries has stood by

the a~pressed people of South Africa and their liberation movements. At its

principal meetings this year, that is, the ministerial meeting in Harare and the

Belgrade summit, the Movement reaffirmed its commitment to the just cause of the

South African black majority. At the Belgrade summit, the Heads of State or

Government denounced, inter alia, the moral, economic, political cnd military

support which some Western countries continue to give the Pretoria regime. They

also condemned the many attacks and acts of aggress ion, sul:Ners ion and

destabilization against the front-line States and other neighbouring, independent

States, including the massacres of refugees lIld the support given to groups engaged

in terrorism in those States.

My Government is in full agreement with the positions of the Non-Aligned heads

of State or Government, and with the content of the declaration adopted in

August 1989 by the Ad Hoc Committee on Southern Africa of the Organization of

African Uni ty (OAU) on the ques tion of South Africa.

My Government expresses its gratitUde to the various United Nations bodies

which, through their dedicated work, are contributing to the eradication of

apartheid. We WiRh to mention in particular the Special Committee against

Apartheid and the Intergovernmental Group to Moni tor the Supply and Shipping of Oil

and Petrolwm Products to South Africa.
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we unreservedly support the recommendations of the Special Committee against

Apartheid in stressing the need to intensify concected measures to ensure that the

apartheid system comes to an end soon, to the benefit of the peoples of South

Africa and the region, and in giving our full support to the national liberation

movements, particularly the African National Congrgss of South Africa (ANC) and the

Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAQ.
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we unreservedly support the recommenda tions of the Spec ial Commi t tee aga ins t:

Apartheid, which stress the need to intensify concerted measures to ensure that the

apartheid system is speedily ended, to the benefit of the peoples of South Africa

and the region, to give full support to the national liberation movements,

particularly the African Na tional Congress of South Africa (ANC) and the Pan

Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC), in all the forms of struggle they employ, and

to demand that Pretoria revoke the decision Q1 the death penalty and respect the

provisions of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and Mdi tional Protocol I,

of 1977 t according to which prisoners taken should be recognized as prisoners of

war. Similarly, we are convinced of the need for the Security Council to take

specific measures to guarantee strict implementation of its resolutions.

We believe that the Special Committee against Apartheid should continue to

Jlk)nitor the situation in South Africa and the measures adopted by the international

col1lllunity, especially those relating to the ireposition and implementation of

mandatory sanctions.

The work carried out by the Intergovernmental Group charged with monitoring

the supply and shipment of oil and its by-products to South Africa has been moat

useful. The contact maintained with Governments, the public hearings in April 1989

and the delicate work of building up its data bases are undoubtedly steps that will

enable the Committee to increase its ability to ensure effective and active

monitoring at the world level in respect of everything cOMected with the oil

embargo against South Africa.

The mandate of the Intergovernmental Group is still in force. We beUeve that

the Group should continue to establish effective strategies to enforce 'c:he embargo

to make it increasingly difficult for South Africa to avoid it. Its monitoring of

shipments of ail and petrolet.ll'l products in violation of the embargo is equally
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important. It is now indispensable to impose a mandatory oil embargo against the

South African regime as a contribution to the South African peoples' struggle

against apartheid.

The approval and implementation of the measures proposed and the co-operation

of Governments and organizations with the Intergovernmental Group will enable it to

carry out its functions more effectively.

The organized forces of the people of South Africa will not cease their

efforts until they have established a democratic non-racist society, in which the

process of fundamental change caH take place in the country, not simply gradual

reforms. The defiant campaign of the democratic IOOvement of the masses and the

unceasing support of public opinion are proof of this. The Pretoria regime must

adopt a radical ini tia tive and dismantle the apartheid sys tern. Despi te the

implementation of the regime's criminal policy of repression, the resistance ie

gathering new strength. This is clear from the increasing participation by whites

in the opposition movement, and this marks a new stage in the struggle and is a

clear reflecti~ of the imminent collapse of the system.

My delegation wishes to end its statement by paying a tribute to the South

African patriots who are risking their lives in the struggle against apartheid and

those still languishing in South African gaols. Through their sacrifice they are

making history and forging a future free of oppression. Their strugqle calls for

renewed efforts by the international oomnuni~y and all those that one day, as we

are doing now in the case of Namibia, will celebrate the advent of a South Africa

free and without apartheid.

The PRESmmT, I call on the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic

who wishes to speak in exercise of the right of reply. I remind him that, in
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accordance with General Assembly decision 34/401, statements in exercise of the

right of reply are limited to 10 minutes for the first intervention and five

minutes for the second ald should be made by delegations from their seats.

Kr. SHl\HEED (Syr lan Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic) I The

representative of the Tel Aviv racist rec:"me, because of his racist hatred of us,

chose to devote part of his statement this mrning to attacking us and casting

doubt on our positions of principle. He indULged in a hypocritical attempt to

mislead the Assembly regarding the racist, oolonialist nature of Israel. As is ~is

custan, he filled his ..... ·.;atement with extraneous matters totally unrelated to the

item under discussion. Without exceeding the time alloted to me, I shall try to

expose his misleading attempt and set the record straight as far as possible. I

shall follOA the same order as he followC!d in his statement.

First, he refereed to General Assembly resolution 3379 (XXX), describing it as

defamatory and futile. That resolution brands Zionism as a form of _".chm and

racial discrimination. Needless to say, the resolution did not come out of a void,

it was the just and logical conclusion reached by the Organization after reviewing

the sum-total of the ideological tenets ald practical activi ties of Zionism. The

theoretical foundation of Zionism was from the outset the promotion of racial

discrimination and contempt for other peoples 8nd nat.:i!ooal groups. On the ground,

the practices of Israel and the Zionist movement are ample evidence that a policy

of racial discrimination, fascism and terrorism is practised in wo~d and in deed.

Resolution 3379 (XXX) was adopted after a series of other resolutions

condemn ing I sra el's expans ion is t pol icy, its flou ting 0 f all conven t ions Md norms

of international legitimacy and its pursuit in occupied Palestine of a racist

policy, the victims of which were Arabs and Jews of eastern origin. Nor was it a

coincidence that the Organization adopted another resolution branding Israel a
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non-peace-loving State. That resolution lI\d mll\Y others like it are proof of the

awareness that exists of the true nature of Zionism and its practices, which call

to mind Nazi ideology 5ld practices.

Secondly, the representative of Israel referred to hilat he termed an attempt

by some delegates to portr~y the situation in South Africa as similar to that in

the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. In fact, the oolllllon characteristics of the

racist regimes of Tel Aviv and Pretor ia and the similar! ty of their goals md

aggressive methods co'tlbine with the very close relationship which binds them to

confirm that they are the two sides of the sane coin. Should I be able to continue

my right of reply during this meeting I shall deal with that point at length.

'l'hirdly, in his statement he played the tune of cmti-Semi tism at least four

times and defined it as "hatred of the Jews". Zionism has always played, and

continues to play, the tune of anti-Semitism as a means of achieving its

ideological and political objectives and its objective of securing information, but

also as a means of pressure cmd blackmail to silence any voices raised in my part

of the world against its expansionist, settler-colonialist and racist pol~cy. Any

protest is promptly brcmded anti-Semitism. Members will recall Hal Wyner's article

in The New York Times, in which he saids

"most stories at the intifada that awe&r in the Western nedia are

characterized not by exaggeration but by understatement. In spite of this,

Tn6nY non-Jewish correspondents have had to deal with accusations of

anti~emitism, while Jewish journalists, (myself included)" - that is,

Mr. Wyner - "are censured for 'self-hatred'." (The New York Tir~9,

8 October 1989£ sect. 4, p. 21)

Zionism also uses antiaSemitism as an important means of collecting contributions

and encouraging·more Jewish immigration to Israel.
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The Hev York 'fi1lOa, in its leaue of 10 Pebruary 1989, published a nullber of

paragraphs frOll a circular addressed by B'Na1 B'rith Internaticnfl,!, the largest

Jewish ofgartizaticn in the v«ld, to 14,000 of its ."ers varnl~ the", that "the

presence of Arabs in our universities pt')inons the lIinds of our young people"" The

circular also warned that the students "nOlI face a n_ kind of mU-Selli tiem that

differs from the anti-6eJlitls. we experienced .men ve vere at school". The

circular urged the org~ization'8 llellbere to "JllDblUze md attack Sat,.-ael. Zionism

plays the anU-6ellitlsm tune .menever it feels that international public opinion is

beginnil1lJ to dew wi t:h disfavour Israel's fascist policies agalinst the Pales tin ian

Arab people. It hastens then to use its cbminatlon of the IUSS ..dia in Europe and

America to rellind the people of the world of the criMeS of the Nazis, md thUD uses

the familiar "guilt cOlIIPlex· in the servie:.t of its Zionist dream of Greater Israel

in the Arab hOlllelmd. In Short, we c., say that the playing of the an ti -Semi tis m

tune is a Zionist wespon of intel.lec:tual tenoris. and political blackmail.

Needless to say, all people of good faith the world ewer differentiate between

Judaism, the religion, and !ionis.. , the ideology and political practice, exactly as

in the past they differenUated between NazisM md the Germ2ll people.

Pburthly, the representative of Israel defined Zionism aa the liberation

mc:wement of the Jewish people and stated that one of the _in principles of Zionism

was the right of the Jewish peoplil! to return to Israel. We all kftCAI that Zionist

settler-eoloniaUsm 1n oc:c:upied Palestine is the corner-stone of the Zionist

enterprise. Zionisll iI!l intent on the creation of Greater Israel. Israel is only

the nucleus of that project. Consequently I the most serious aspect of Zionism is

its Greater Israel project, which envisages an Israel extending from the Nile
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to thfl Euphrates. This is not a policy but a reli9 tous docttine, - indeed, a

cUvlne decree to create such a State. 'l"hat ~s why hrael has never defined its

borders. B~'t thOlSe borcJers were defined long ago .lIld, lZ\ tU such borders are

established, the interl. bOrders will continue to be defined by military conquest.

Only in the U9ht of th-is can we ~decstand Iorael's actiona in 194~ and when

it occupied Palestinian lands outside the part! tion areas established by the United

Nations resolution, and wder:stand its part1.cipa ticn in the triparti t.e ag9cess ion

against 9;ypt in 1956 and its acquisition of the lands which it oontinued to

swallow piecemeal between 1948 and 1967.

In thd same light we can understand Israel's aggression in 1967 and its

occupation of the whole area of Palestine, as well as other territories in Syr la

and Fgypt.. We can also see in its true light Israel's occupation of soothern

Lebanon. All these are but stages in the realization of the ZiMist biblical

e)Cpanslonist scheme. If we keep this in mind we can mderst.and why the racist

regime of Tel Avlv persists in d&fyi~ the ",Ul of the intflrnatlonal community and

refuses to implement the international resolutions calling upon it to withdraw

unconditionally from Arab territories. That is why the Zionists erupted in anger

when, in his address to the American Israel Public Affairs Committee on

22 May 1989, Mr. Baker called upcn them to renounce their dream of Greater Israel.

Furthermore, it may be beneficial tD note t,."'at Zionism's expansionist dreams are

l'OOt limited to the Arab lands, the plateau of Anatol la, for example, is to be part

of Greater Israel.

Fift.hly, the representative of Israel described the regime he represents,

three times at least, in his address, as "democratic". t:ha'~ gives the lie to the

claim of Israeli democracy is the racist policy it pursues, not only towards the
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Arabs who are the legi ti_te owners of the land but also towards the oriental Jews

whom the racist regime claims to represent and whom it dupes f.nto joining its

onslaught Q\ the Arab hOllelmd.

The PaPS mEN~, I would point out to the representative of the Syr lan

Arab Republic that his lO-minut.e period is up. I therefore a* him to be kind

enough to mnclude his statement.

Mr. S~HBED (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic) I I shall

conclude my statement in one minute.

Members will all rec311 the eHdgtstion of the Falasha to occupie~ Paleetine,

but they may not know that they we:-e treated there as third-cl.mBs ci thens, low in

the racist Zi~nist classification, that 19, beneath the oriental Sephardi Jews.

They may not know that, among other things, they were asked to adopt Judaism anew,

and that their presence gave rise to debate on the extent of their Jewishness,

which led to a wider debate on Mio is a Jew ald who is a pure Jew. The policy of

racial discrimination against the Falasha and the oriental Jews demonstrates the

real1 ty of the racist regime of Tel Aviv and its apartheig polices.

Some of the attributes of what the Israeli representative has termed "the

Israeli denncracy" may be seen in the unsated greed for Arab land and the

unquenched thirst for Arab blood. That denncracy has uprooted and displaced

mill ions of Ar a~.t~lJ\d occupied their lands. It now plans yet more aggress ion and

more expansion, more killing, massacre and exile. The intifadah has shown the face

of hraeli denncracy fot what it really is' a denncracy of crushed bones and the

burial of living human beings.

Sixthly, in his address, the Israeli representative played down the gr~/ity of

the r~la tionship between his regine a'ld the racist regime of South Africa.
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The PRESm~T, The Observer of Palestine has requested to make a

sutement in reply. I call upon him in accordance with General Assembly

resolutions 3237 (XXIX), of 22 NoveJlber 1914, and 43/117, of 15 Decemer 1988.

Mr. 'l'ERZ.! (Palestine), '!'his morning the representati·"e of Israel

converted this IIleeting ()f the General Assenbly into a class in theology, with a lot

of pontificating. No one questions the fact that religions md religious beliefs,

be they Jewish, Christian, Muslim or other kl'lOln or yet-to-be-knaorn religions, have

contributed to Ute present civiliza tion. we all know about the arrival of our

C01\lllOn Patriarch, Abraham, to settle in Palestine. We have all learned about Moses

and the Ten CommmdmentSQ But we have also learned about the adventures md

aggression of Joshua and the elimination of 33 kin<J3oms on his way to Jericho. We

are all well aware of Hammurabi md h:L,J code of law ~ probably the first such

code - a few generations before Moses.

What is being discussed here is not Judaism but the racist policies and

practices of the apartheid regime in SOuth Africa lI1d in that CQltext the

relationship of that regime with the regime in Tel Aviv. The item does not deal

either with the horrors of the Second World WiU, wen the leaders of both regimes

collaborated with the Nazis. Tragically, tens of millions of human beings were

victims of Nazi atrocities, including Slavs, Jews and millions of othersJ all were

victims of the Holocaust.

The spokesman for Israel this IIDrning arrogated to himself the right to speak

not only on behalf of his own Government CIld State but also on behalf of the Jewish

people at large, be they citizens of South .l\frica, abiding by the 121'",8 and

regulations imposed by that abominable regi!ft!:', or citizens of any other State,

irrespective of their duties and obligations as law-abiding citizens.
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In a way, .8uch an attitude is of an exclusivelY racist nature and may pose

dangers prejudicial to those citizens.

It is ironic that the spokesman for Israel, the Jewish State, should assert

that Israel supports all peoples striving for justice

wr.egardless of their stand as to out own struggle 60r national survivalw•

(A/44/PV.50, p. 71)

Does he really e:7:"8«* us to accept that stand even if it is at the cost of denying

the national survival of another people and na tion. let us faCie it' are not the

Palestinian people, almost 5 million of us, the price of the rulization of the

Zionist aims?
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F expreIHcJ hie fervent hopea

- ••• that no Ofte wUl be allowed to weaken and stain the noble cauae of the

struggle against aputt.aid ... - C!/U/pv. SO, p. 13)

But then hew can he explain Israel's concrete oontdbu~lon to the survival of the

racbt Pretoria 1'_g1_ by ita facilitating aid _rketirwj SOuth African producta, be

they diamonds, CO!ll, ateel and Cls:her such products, under ".ade in larael" label1S

And ierael lIS still tbe back door to the United States bS Western Europe.

He lectures us en Zionis.. Se ..serta that a 8alient syMbol of Zioni811 18 the

right of the Jerhh people to return to the l.and of lsrael, but he doea not 8ay

that this is done through acts of State terrori8m, either "to spirit the

Palestinians ,*croas", Q Herd proposed, or "to trensfer" theta.

Re 8peaka of the riqht of return, an inalienable tight, 8S the Universal

Declaration of Su.an Rights proclahas, but at the 8ane the Israel denies allla5t

3 .U11on Palestinians the right to return to their hoIIas, to return to the oranCJe

qrO'lea fileS oUve trees so. of us have planted with OUE' own h~ds Imd to which wo

yearn to return.

He spc:tak8 of another symbol of zion ism,

•••• the very concept. of danoct'acy - genuine, true denocracy" - as if there

were other kinds of delllOCfacles - "ae the (l)tner-stone of freedom and social

progress." <!.b~..:.L ppo 74-75)

Was the seige of Belt Sahur 4 slgn of freedom and social progress? Are 40,000

Palestinill'l detainees enjoying free6onl? Is military occupation of the territory of

the Palestinians and the denial of all their: r1ght:s, includinq the right to Ufe,

not to antiCl\ political riCJhts, the Zioni3t ."d Israeli interpretation or c~cept

of dellOOraey?
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Pinally, conce:ning the nailitary co-operation between the two regimes,

especially in the field of nuclear weaponry, I am sure the world is now cognizant

of the facts md is expecting the Uni ted Ha tions, par ticularlY the Spec ial

Co_ittee, to furnish us with a report (;as socm as possible on those facts, for such

co~peratial is a tm-eat to international peace aid s3cudty.

!he meeting rose at 7.35 p.m.

.'
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