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resolution

Specific action related to the particular need~ and problems of
land-locked developing countries

The General Assembly,

Recalling the provisions of its resolutions 31/157 of 21 December 1976, 32/191
of 19 December 1977, 33/150 of 20 December 1978, 34/198 of 19 December 1979, 35/58
of 5 December 1980, 36/175 of 17 December 1981, 39/209 of 18 December 1984, 40/183
of 17 December 1985 and 42/174 of 11 December 1987 and other resolutions of the
United Nations relating to the particular needs and problems of land-locked
developing countries,

Reiteratir.g the specific actions related to the particular needs of the
land-locked developing countries set out in United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development resolutions 63 (Ill) of 19 May 1972, 11 98 (IV) of 31 May 1976, ~/

11 See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, Third Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.73.II.D.4), annex I.A.

£/ Ibid., Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.76.II.D.10 and corrigendum), part one, sect. A.
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123 (V) of 3 June 1979, al and 137 (VI) of 2 July 1983 il and Trade and Development
Board resolution 319 (XXXI) of 27 September 1985, ~I

Noting that most land-locked u~veloping countries are among the ,ery poorest
of the developing countries and that, of the twenty-one land-locked developing
couotries, fifteen are also classified by the United Natio~s as least developed
countries,

aecggnizing that the lack of territorial access to the sea, aggravated by
remoteness and isolation fr~a world markets, and prohibitive trar~it, transport and
traos-shipment costs and risks impose serious constraints on export earnings,
private capital i~flow a~d domestic resource mobilization of the land-locked
developing countries and therefol' adversely affect their growth and socio-economic
development,

Further ror~,izing that the geographical situation of land-locked developing
r.ountries i. an added constrai~t on their overall ability to cope with the
er-allenge. of development,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Final Act adopted by the United
Nation. Conference on Trade and Devslopment at its seventh session, QI

docalling also the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, adopted on
10 Docember 1982, 11

lsgting that aqreed bilateral, subregional and regional co-operative
arrangements could m~~A a contributiun to improving the transit-transport systems
in the land-locked ,~~ntrieJ and transit develo~ing countries,

Recognizing that most tI~..3it countries ara themselves developing countries
facing serious economic problems, including the lack of adequate infrastructure in
the transport ••ctor,

11 ~., Fifth SessiQD, vol. I, Report ~nd Annexe§ (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.79.II.D.14), pact one, sect. A.

tl See Proceedings of tpe Uni_~eQ.J!lli9~_<&nf~~$#on Trade and
Deyelopment, Sixth Session, vol. I, ~~~nne~~ (United Nations publicativn,
Sales No. E.83.1I.0.6), part one, sect. A.

~I Se. Official Rer;Qrds of tillL~...lli!.Lal_~~J!l.Q.ly, FQrtieth..-~lli_Qn,

ilwplement !'fo. 15 (Al40/l5), voL Il, Sect. L

~I Se. TD/351, part one, sect. r.

11 Officiol Records of the Thi qL!l.!1~~Q t!g..t_JQ_R~~t:e~_e~e_Qn_!J1~__t._Q\II __QJ__ J;he
~I, vol. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales No. F..84.V.3), document
A/CONF. 62/122.
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R~kQgniAing also that there are accepted international conventions on transit
trade, the implementation of which would contribute to the elimination of some of
the bottle-necks that are currently restricting subregional and regional transit
traffic,

NQt.ingJllth concern that the international support measures t~ken thus far
have not adequately addressed the problems of land-locked developing countries I

1. Reaffirms the right of access of land-locked countries to and from the
sea and freedom of transit through the territory of tr~nsit States by all means of
transport, in accordance with internati~nal law;

2. A~~~ to all States, international organizations and financial
institutions to implement, 3S a matter of urgency and priority, the specific
actions related to the particular needs and problems of land-lnr.ked developing
countries envisaged in United Nations Conference on Trade and D, velopment
resolutions 63 (Ill), 98 (IV), 123 (V) and 137 (VI) and the Final Act adopted by
the Conference at its seventh session, in General Assembly resolutions 39/209,
40/183 and 42/174, in the International De~diopment Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade, ~I in the Substantial New Programme of Action for the
1980s for the Least Developed Countries 21 and in other relevant resolutions of the
United Nations;

3. Aq~~ tt.at measure~ to deal with the transit problems of land-locked
developing countries requi~e effective co-operation and agreed collaborat1on
between these countries and their transit neighbours;

4. Jlr::g~:l the interni'ltional community, in particular donor countries and
multilateral financial and development o~ganizations, to provide land-locked and
transit developing countries with appropriate financial and technical assistance in
the form of grants cr concessional loans for the constructlon, maintenance and
improvement of their transport, storage and transit infrastructure and facilities,
including ~lternative routes;

c). ~!TlP1H~_s_t~e~ that assistance to improve transport and transit foci 1 ities
and sArvices should be inte~rated into the overall economic devtilopment strategy of
the land-locked developing countries and that donor assistance should consequently
take into account the requirement for long-term restructuring of the economies of
the land-locked developing countries, including, as appropriate, the promoti0n of
import substitution indu~tries producing high-bulk, low-value products and
deVEloping high··value, 10w-1iulk products for export;

HI ResolutioJ\ 35/!:'.6, annex.

91 R~pl).rt,; _QLtbe __Jl!::tit~Q _N~t.iQJ1~C ;lofe r~fl<;:f;l __Qn __tl,-.:_.x,,_~~~.t ..J2~~ed CQ~ntr ielS,
pQri sl_J.-t'1._Sro1?t~mQ.~L_~.2Jll (Uni ted Nations publication, Sales No. E. 62. I. 8) ,
part one, se,.t. A.

/ ...
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6. InY~ transit countries and land-locked developing countries to
continue t.o co-oparate effectlvely in t.he fields ,1nt.e.L.!lli.G, of transport and
communications;

7. CA.U.~~Q.n the appropriate multilateral and bUatel:o.l international aud
technical assistance institutions to take into account such ~u-operative

arrangementn between land-locked developing countries and their transit neighbours:

8. lnY.it.u Member States to ratify and implement, as appropriate, the
relevant provisions of the international conventions on transit trado;

9. lnY.it~ land·~ocked countries and transit developing countriqs to promote
bilateral, subregiontl and regional arrangements, as appropriate and in their
mutual interest, designed to facilitate transit traffic;

10. ~W.A to the international community to make available to all trar.sit
and land-locked developing countries, as required and on appropriate terms,
including, i~t~r_~_li~, concessional arrangements, new scientific and technologic~l

know-how relating to specific trensit-transport rlnd communications problems;

11. A~peals furt~ to the international community, in particular, donor
countries, multilateral financial and development institutions, the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development and the regional commissions, to extend all
possible support to land-locked developing countries in their efforts to undertake
economic measures and policies designed to promote a pattern of growth that renders
their economies less vulnerable to adverse consequences of their land-locked
sitUAtion;

12. UI~~ the international development bodies, in particular the United
Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development and the regional commissions, to ~xpand further thoir support,
including technical assistance programme~ in the transport and communications
sectors of the land-locked developing countries;

13. RQq\.!e~t.:f the Secretary-General of the Uni ted Nations Conferen·~e on Trade
and Development to continue to carry out and further intensify the technic3l
co-operation activities of t.he United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
in the area of transit transport, in accordance with paragraph 9 of Conference
resolution 137 (VI) and paragraph 10 of Trade and Development Board resolution
319 (XXXI);

14. f.JHthe.rrequei$t.~ the SecreL\ry-General of the United Nations COHferenc~

on Trade and Development, for the purpose referred to in paragraph 12 above, to
continue to seek adequate resources and voluntary contributions to erable him, if
requested by the Governments concerned, to assist land-locked and transit
developing countries in the above efforts;

15. lnvl-te.:i the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on rra~e

and Development to make recommendations in the context of the preparations f')r the

I • ••
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Secon(l Uni ted Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countr ias, i.nttu..~li.a, on
the problems of the land-locked developing countries with a view to rendering their
economies le~~ vuln~rable to the adverse consequences of their land-locked
sltual!C''''!:

16. WelcomQU the report of ~he Secretary-Genoral of the United Nations
Conferoncu on Trado and Development on progress in the implernentation of specif.ic
action relate~ to the particular needs and problems of l~nd·-locked developing
countries, stlbmJttt"d pursuant to General Assembly resolution 42/174, 10/ and
requests him t~ ~repare another report, taking into account the provisions of the
present res(l,.tino, tor submission to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth
session.

lQ/ A/44/588, annex.
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