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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At it8 3rd plenary meeCiDg, on 22 Septernber 1989, the cereral Assenbly, on the
recornrneualation of the Geoeral Colunittee, alecided to include i! its agenda the iten
entitleal "Eliniuatloa of all forns of religious irtolerance,' a|ld to aLtocate it to
the Third Conmittee.

2. The Connittee corsidered ehe iten joiatly r.ith itena 95, 98, fO7, 108, 112, 114
anal 115 at its 36th Co 43ral, 50th artl 52trd tneetings, or 8, 9, lO, 13, 14, 15, 21 and
22 Novenber 1989. An account of the Conmittee,s discussioa is contaiaed in the
relevaDt sumrnary records (A/C.3/44/5R.36-43, 50 and 52).

3. For its cotsideration of the item, the Cornmittee bad before it the followiug
docrnnelts l

(a) tetter dated 27 March 1989 fron the Perma-llene Represe4tatlve of Turkey to
tho Uniteal }Iation8 adilressed to the Secretary-ceaeral lA/44/L9O aad Corr.1),

(b) Letter dated I May 1989 fron the Pernranent Represeltative of Bulgaria to
the Uriged Nations addressed to th6 SecreCary-celreraL (A/44/27L and Corr.l),

(c) Letter dated 1 .tune 1989 from the Permalent Represertative of Bulgaria to
the Uriteal Nalions addressed to the Secletary-ceneral (A/44/3OOI,

(d) Letter dated 8 Juue 1989 fron the PerrnanetrC Repreaeatative of Turkey to
the Ulited Nations addressed to the Socletary-Geusral l}./44/3LOl t
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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 22 September 1989, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include in its agenda the item
entitled "Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance" and to allocate it to
the Third Committee.

2. The Committee considered the item jointly with items 95, 9a, 107, 108, 112, 114
and 115 at its 36th to 43rd, 50th and 52nd meetings, on 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 21 and
22 November 1989. An account of the Committeels discussion is contained in the
relevant summary records (A/C.3/44/SR.36-43, 50 and 52).

3. For its consideration of the item, the Committee had before it the following
docwnents:

(a) Letter dated 27 March 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/190 and Corr.1);

(b) Letter dated 8 May 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Bulgaria to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/271 and Corr.l);

(c) Letter dated 1 June 1989 from the Permanent Representative of BUlgaria to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/300);

(d) Letter dated 8 June 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/310);
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(e) Letter dat€d 14 Juue 1989 fron the Charg6 d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent

Missio! of Bulgaria to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General
(A/ 44/327 

' 
t

(f)Lettar.tatettlg.IutrelgsgfromthePermanebtRePreseatativeofTurkeyto
the united Nations address€d to the secretary-Geaeral (A/44l330 aDd corr.1),

(s) Letter dateal 20 Juns 1989 frotn the cbargd d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent

ttission of Bulgaria to the unlteal Nations addressed to th€ secretary-GeneraL
(A/44/336',) t

(h) Letter dateat 23 .tuD€ 1989 from the Char96 d'affaires a'i' of the Pertnanent

Mission of Bulgaria to the Uniteat Nation8 adalressed to ttre Secretary-General
(A/44/3421 t

(i) Letter dated 23 Juae 1989 fron the Permanent RePr€sentative of Turkey to
the United Natiols adalressed to the Secretary-Geleral (\/44/346),

(J) Letter dated 27June 1999 fron the PermaDeat RePreseltative of Bulgaria to
the utritett Natiors addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/348r,

(k) Letter alat6d 29 June 1989 from tbe Pernaaetrt BePresentative of Turkey to
the Uuit€d Nations addressed to the secretary-Geleral (A/44/360),

(1) Letter dated 19 rluly 1989 from the Perrnalent RePres€[tative of Turkey to
tbe Unitett Nations aatdressed to tb€ Secretary-GeDeral (A/44/4os),

(n) Letter alated 21 July 1989 tron the Permanent RePresentatsive of Turkey to
the UDitetl Nations aaldressed to the Secretary-G€neral (u44/4lLrt

(n) Letter dated 24 iluly 1989 from the PermaneDt R€Preseatative of Bulgaria to
the Uuitett Natiors addressedl to the S€cretary-Geleral (^/a4/412't,

(o) Letter tlated 22 sePtember 1989 fron the PertnaneDt Represertative of
yugostavia to the Ulit€tl Natiots addressed to the Secretary-Gan€ral (A/44l551),

(p) Letter atated 6 October 1989 frotn the PermaDelt RePresentative of Bulgaria
to the Unitett Nations address€d to the secretary-General (A144/6L81 t

(S) tetter tlateat 31 October 1989 frotn the Pernanent RePreseDtative of Saudl
Arabia to the United Natiols adatressed to the Secretary-General (A/ 44/700-S/ 20934

and Corr. 1) i
(r) Letter dated 5 october 1989 fron tlre P€rmatreat RePresentative of PoLanil to

the United Nations adalressed to the secretary-General (A/c.3/44/3r'

4. At the 36th meetirg, on I November, th6 Unatsr-Secretary-Getreral for Human

Rights matte a! irtroductory atateneDt (see AlC.6/44/SR.36).
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(e) Letter dated 14 June 1989 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent
Mission of BUlgaria to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General
(A/44/327);

(f) Letter dated 19 June 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/330 and Corr.l);

(g) Letter dated 20 June 1989 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent
Mission of Bulgaria to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General
(A/44/336);

(h) Letter dated 23 June 1989 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent
Mission of BUlgaria to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General
(Al44/342);

(i) Letter dated 23 June 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (Al44/346);

(j) Letter dated 27 June 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Bulgaria to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/348);

( k) Letter dated 29 June 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (Al44/360);

(1) Letter dated 19 July 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (Al44/405);

(m) Letter dated 21 July 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (Al44/411) ;

(n) Letter dated 24 July 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Bulgaria to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/412);

(0) Letter dated 22 September 1989 from the Permanent Representative of
Yugoslavia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/551);

(p) Letter dated 6 October 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Bulgaria
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/618);

(q) Letter dated 31 October 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Saudi
Arabia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/700-S/20934
and Corr.1);

(r) Letter dated ~ October 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Poland to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/C.3/44/3).

4. At the 36th meeting, on 8 November, the Under-Secretary-General for Human
Rights made an introductory statement (see A/C.6/44/SR.36).
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II. CONSIDERATION OF DRArT RESOLUTION A/C.3/44/L.58

At its 50th neetiug, on 21 November, the r€presettative of lreladl, oa behalfof Aroertina- Austrla, Belgiurn. canaila. colonbla, costa Rica. c6t€ d.rvoire, Fi.ii,
Finlaad. France. canbia. Gennany. Federal F€poblic of. Hutroarv. rreraod. rtalr,
Luxenbouro. the Netherlaads, Nornav. peru. the philippines. poland, portuqal, sanoa.
senegal - sweden. the utrlor of soviet socialists Republics. th€ uniteil Kingaton of
Great Britai! atrd Northerr rreland, tb6 urlted states of tunerica. uruauay and
venezuela, introduced a draft resolutio! (A/c.r/44/L.sB) ertltleal '.E.l.inination ofarl forrns of religious intoleraoce". subsoquentl.y, Guatenara, Ecuador. EL salvadlor
and Eonduras joineil ia spolsofing the resolution.

6. At its 52!al meet.ilg, on 22 Novenber, the committe€ adopted draft . esolution
A/C.3/44/L.58 without a vote (see para. ?).

III. RECOMMEI{DATION OF TIIE 1EIRD COMMITTEE

7. The Third cormnitte€ recomnends to the ceneral Assenbly the aatoptioa of the
followiag draft resolution:

Elimlnatio! of all forrns of reliqious intolerance

The Geteral Assetnbty,

Conscious of th€ leed to pronota uaiverga.L respect for, atd observaDce of,
human rights and futrdarnertal freealoms for all without alistinction as to race,
sea, Ianguage or religiou,

Reaffirming its resolution 36/55 of 25 Novernber 1991, by which it
proclained the Declar6tio[ on the Ellmlnation of A11 Forms of rntolsrance andof DiscrimitratioD Based on Bellgion or Belief,

RecalLind its resolutioa 43/to8 of g Docenber 19gg, ia ghich it requested
the commissiou oE llumaD Rights to coDtirue lts coasideratio! of measures co
inplemeDt tbe Declaratlon,

Encouraqed by the efforts beirg made by the Comnlsslon on Hunan Rights and
by the Sub-Cornrnis sion on preventiou of DiacriminatioD and protectiotr ofMinorities to study relevant deveropmeats affecting the inprerneltatiol of the
Declaration,

Reca}liug corMrissio! ou Eumau Rights resolutio! lggg/ss of I March 19gg 1/
ard Ecoronic and social courcil decision LgBg/L4z of z? May 1968, rbereby the
mandate of the Special Rapporteur appoj,nted to exanine incidents and

L/ See Official Recortts of the Econornlc antl Social CounciL, 1988. Supplenent
No, ? and corrigendum (E/f9gg/1,2 anat Corr.l), chap. ff, sect. A.
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11. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.3/44/L.58

5. At its 50th meeting. on 21 November. the representative of Ireland. on behalf
of Argentina. Austria. Belgium. Canada. Colombia. Costa Rica. COte d'Ivoire. Fiji.
Finland. France. Gambia. Germany. Federal Republic of. Hungary. Ireland. Italy.
Luxembourg. the Netherlands. Norway. Peru. the Philippines. Poland. Portugal. Samoa,
Senegal. Sweden. the Union of Soyiet Socialist Republics. the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America. Uruguay and
Venezuela. introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/44/L.58) entitled "Elimination of
all forms of religious intolerance". Subsequently. Guatemala. Ecuador. El Salvador
and Honduras joined in sponsoring the resolution.

6. At its 52nd meeting. on 22 November. the Committee adopted draft. esolution
A/C.3/44/L.58 without a vote (see para. 7).

111. RECOMMENDATION OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE

7. The Third Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolution'

Elimination o't all forms of religiQus intolerance

The General Assembly,

Conscious of the need to promote universal respect for, and observance of,
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race.
sex, language or religion,

Reaffirming its resolution 36/55 of 25 November 1981. by which it
proclaimed the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and
of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief.

Recalling its resolution 43/108 of 8 December 1988. in which it requested
the Commission on Human Rights to continue its consideration of measures to
implement the Declaration.

Encouraged by the efforts being made by the Commission on Human Rights and
by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities to study relevant developments affecting the implementation of the
Declaration,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution 1988/55 of 8 March 1988 ~I

and Economic and Social Council decision 1988/142 of 27 May 1988. whereby the
mandate of the Special Rapporteur appointed to examine incidents and

~I See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council. 1988, Supplement
~ and corrigendum (E/1988/l2 and Corr.l). chap. 11. sect. A.
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goverlmental actiols in aII Parts of the $orld that are iacomPatible $ith the

irovisioas of the Declaration antl to recoflmead remedlal n€asures as aPProPriate
t{as exte[ded for txo years,

Enpbasizing that no!-govorDmeDtal orgaaiuations antt religious bodies and

groop" it every level have an imPorta[t role to Play l! the Promotio-t 
- 
of

iolerance a,"d the protectiou of ireeiton of rellgion or beli€f, iacludiag by
engaging ilr etamiratioD of the most effectiv€ meals to Promote the
implemeltatiotr of the Declarabioa,

Conscious of the inPortance of educatio[ in ensuriug toleraDce of religion
antl belief,

Seriouslv concerned tbat intolerance and discriminatiou on the grounda of
religion or belief coqtinue to occur il na:ry Parts of the world'

Befievino that further efforts are therefore required co Pronote 
- 
anfl

protect lhe right to freedom of thought, conscieace, religio! and belief andl to
.li.io"t" all forns of i[toleratce atd dlscrimination based on religion or
belief,

1. Reaffirns that freedom of thought, coascielce, religion ald belief is
a right guaranteed to aII without discrimlnatiotri

2. Urges States, therefor€, in accordance witb their resPeccive
constitutioniL syst€ms atrd rith such interlationally accePted iDstrumeats as

tlre utlivarsal Declaratlo! of Human Rlghts. a/ the llteroational covonaat o!
civil and political Rights, 3/ ardl the Declaratio! or the Elirninatl.oa of All
Forms of Intolerance ald of Discrimination Based oD Beligion or Bel'ief 4/ to
provide, where they have not already dona so, adequate colstitutlolal antl I'egal

;uarantees of freedom of thought' couscielce, religiou ald belief inclutling
the provision of effective rernodies $here there is intolerance or
aliscriniaatio! based on religio! or belief;

3. AIso urges all States to take a1I aPProPriate measures to conbat
intolerance and to eacourage understaltling, tolerance and resPect in matters
relatilg to freedom of religion or b€lief aad, in this corte*t' to examine
where Decessary the suPervision aaal traililg of their civil gervalts' educators
and other public officials to ensure that, in tbe course of their official
duties, they respect diff€rent religioas aaal beliefs ald do not discritniaate
against persons Professing other religlons or beliefsi

3/

Rasolution 217 A (III).

see resolution 22oo A ()oal), aanex.

Resolution 36/55'4/
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governmental actions in all parts of the world that are incompatible with the
provisions of the Declaration and to recommend remedial measures as appropriate
was extended for two years,

Emphasizing that non-governmental organizations and religious bodies and
groups at every level have an important role to play in the promotion of
tolerance and the protection of freedom of religion or belief. including by
engaging in examination of the most effective means to promote the
implementation of the Declaration.

Conscious of the importance of education in ensuring tolerance of religion
and belief.

Seriously concerned that intolerance and discrimination on the grounds of
religion or belief continue to occur in many parts of the world.

Believing that further efforts are therefore required to promote and
protect the right to freedom of thought. conscience. religion and belief and to
eliminate all forms of intolerance and discrimination based on religion or
belief.

1. Reaffirms that freedom of thought. conscience. religion and belief is
a right guaranteed to all without discrimination;

2. ~ States. therefore. in accordance with their respective
constitutional systems and with such internationally accepted instruments as
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. ~/ the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights. ~/ and the Declaration on the Elimination of All
Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief i/ to
provide. where they have not already done so. adequate constitutional and legal
guarantees of freedom of thought. conscience. religion and belief. including
the provision of effective remedies where there is intolerance or
discrimination based on religion or belief~

3. Also urges all States to take all appropriate measures to combat
intolerance and to encourage understanding. tolerance and respect in matters
relating to freedom of religion or belief and. in this context. to examine
where necessary the supervision and training of their civil servants, educators
and other public officials to ensure that. in the course of their official
duties. they respect different religions and beliefs and do not discriminate
against persons professing other religions or beliefs;

~/ Resolution 217 A (Ill).

~/ See resolution 2200 A (XXI). annex.

i/ Resolution 36/55.
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4. fnvltes the Unlted Natiols University and other academic aad
r€a€arch I'nstitutiols to uldertake progranmes and studies oa ehe encouragemerEof uDderstardiag, tolera'ce aad respect ia natt€rs relatlag to fr€edom ofreligior or belief,

5. Considers it <lesirable to eDhanc€ the promotiotal ard public
itrformation activities of the uaitett Naclons in matters relatiDg to freedon of,religion or bel'ief and to ensure that appropriate neasures are takea to this
eltd in the world Pubtic flformation Canpaign for Humaa Rights,

6. Invites the Secretary-Gen€ral to coutinue to give hlgh priority to
the diasernination of the text of the DecLaratioD o[ the Elinination of A].L
Forms of rntolerance and of Discrinination Based on Religion or Berief, in arL
the official languages of the Ulited Nations, aud to take atl appropriate
neasures to make the text available for use by united Nationa iDformation
centres, as t|ell as by other iDterested bodies,

7. Welcomes the efforts of non-governmeDtal organizatiots to promote
the impleneltatioa of the Declaratio!, including at. th€ Second International
coaference o! ways to promote the 1981 Doclaration on the Eliniration of Ar1
Forms of lDtol.erance ard of Discrirninatlon Based o! Religio! or Belief, helatat Warsarr from 14 to 18 May 1989,

8. Reguests the secretary-Gelerar iD this context to iavit. interesteal
lon-governmental organizatiors to consider r.hat further ro1€ they could
envisage playitg in th€ inplementatio! of the Declaratio! aad in its
dissenination in latioual and local Languagesi

9. Urqes all States to coasider dissemiDatirg tbe text of the
Declaratiou ia their respective natio[al ].anguages and to facilitate its
dissemination i! latiolal and local latguagesi

10. Welcomes the decision of the Ecotromic aDd SocLal Cou[cil, based oa
the reconrneudatio! of the conunissio! oa Human Rights at its forty-fourth
session, to renew for tuo years the mandate of the Speclal Rappoiteur
aPPoi[ted to examile incidelts atrd govermeata]. actions ia a1i parts of thetrorld that are incompatible with the provisions of the Decl.aration ald to
recomnead renedial measures as appropriate,

11. Hotes that the Cofimission on Human Rights, on the basis of a reportto be subnittetl by the sub-conunissio! on prevention of Discriminatio! aud
Protection of Minorities, interds to consider at its forty-sixth session the
question of a bitrdilg international iDstru.rnent la this fierd, andt ernphasizes,in this conn€ction, the r€levance of General A.ssernbry resor.ution 4r/L2o of
4 Decenber 1986 ertitled "setting international staadards iu the fierd of
hunan rights" i
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4. Invites the United Nations University and other academic and
research institutions to undertake programmes and studies on the encouragement
of understanding, tolerance and respect in matters relating to freedom of
religion or belief;

5. Considers it desirable to enhance the promotional and public
information activities of the United Nations in matters relating to freedom of
religion or belief and to ensure that appropriate measures are taken to this
end in the World Public Information Campaign for Human Rights;

6. Inyites the Secretary-General to continue to give high priority to
the dissemination of the text of the Declaration on the Elimination of All
Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, in all
the official languages of the United Nations, and to take all appropriate
measures to make the text available for use by United Nations information
centres, as well as by other interested bodies;

7. Welcomes the efforts of non-governmental organizations to promote
the implementation of the Declaration, including at the Second International
Conference on ways to promote the 1981 Declaration on the Elimination of All
Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, held
at Warsaw from 14 to 18 May 1989;

8. Requests the Secretary-General in this context to invite interested
non-governmental organizations to consider what further role they could
envisage playing in the implementation of the Declaration and in its
dissemination in national and local languages;

9. ~ all States to consider disseminating the text of the
Declaration in their respective national languages and to facilitate its
dissemination in national and local languages;

10. Welcomes the decision of the Economic and Social Council, based on
the recommendation of the Commission on Human Rights at its forty-fourth
session, to renew for two years the mandate of the Special Rapporteur
appointed to examine incidents and governmental actions in all parts of the
world that are incompatible with the provisions of the Declaration and to
recommend remedial measures as appropriate;

11. Notes that the Commission on Human Rights, on the basis of a report
to be submitted by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, intends to consider at its forty-sixth session the
question of a binding international instrument in this field, and emphasizes,
in this connection, the relevance of General Assembly resolution 41/120 of
4 December 1986 entitled "Setting international standards in the field of
hwnan rights";

I • ••
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]-2. Recuests tbe Conmissio! o! Hutlan Rights to continue its
consideratiou of measurea to itnpleneat the Declaration alld to report, through
the Economic antl Social Council, to ths General Assenbty at its fortY-fifth
sess io!};

13. Deciales to lsclude ia the Provlsional agelda of its forly-fifth
session the iten eDtitl€d "Ellmhatio! of all fortns of rellgious intoleraDco"
and to consider the report of the cornrnissioD on Euma! Bights under that item.
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12. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to continue its
consideration of measures to implement the Declaration and to report. through
the Economic and Social Council. to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth
session;

13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-fifth
session the item entitled "Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance"
and to consider the report of the Commission on Human Rights under that item.
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