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ECONOMIC CONSEIL : 2 Feoruary 1647

AND EC()N()MIQUE ORICIWAL: ENGLISH

SOCIAL COUNCIL ~ ET SOCIAL

BTATISTICAL COMMIBSION

Held at

Present:

Chairaea: lr. H, Marchelld (Canadz)
Mr, .5, Licu {China)
Y¥r., G: Tarmeis (France
Mr, P.C. Fehalanohis '\T“f‘ia) )
Mr, P.J. Ideriurg (I'etherl anés)
Mro, R:G.D. L1llen (United Eingdom)
Ve, 1.8, Halyshov (UsSsh )
Mr, 3.4, Tics {United States)
My, Iyichsen* {(oreray)
My, Trarquen®® (Mexico)

Kemrogentatives of Specialized Azencies
Mr, RUH, v?O“k”“J (110)
Mr. 8.7 Arnzldo (UWESCO)
Crosrvers for Srecialized Aocncies

Secretaviat: Mr, H, Czmpion (Represanting the Assistant
’ Pecrateryv-General for
Eoonomic Affeirs
live Wode Broce (Seeretory to Commiosion)

World Statistical Conecress (ELem 1h of *“e %penﬁa) nN,ﬁ/lu. mll 3/?nv 1

A resolution was placed befors the Commission which had been drafted
Lo embody the vroposals made at vesterday's meeting., This resolution was

moved by Mr, Rice and seconded bty Mr, Idsnburg,

¥ My, Trichsen wes tresent as obsarver §or Mre, G, Jahn of HNorwev,.

rver for Mre J. qacrz of Mexico,
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*¥% Mr, L., Toargucn was pre

/The ¢issussion
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The discussion emphasized the highly conservative roguest to tho
Sceretary~General regarding the responsibilitiss to be assumed by the
United Nations. An amendment was préposed which confined the respensibllity
of tke United Iations to a few meetings of = general nature, such meelings
to be arranged at times when the sectlion meotings of the constituent
orgenizations were not being.hald. It was agreed that this amendment shoull
be.inéorporated in Point 1 of &he Resolution by adding the following after
the words "limited programme’: '

"of general mestings under the auspices of the Econordc and Sccial

Counzil".

Following a. di?cu«%éionwreg&rdiag the part vhich the Specisllzed.fipgencies .

might play in a Yorlid Statistical Congress, 1t wae apreed to amend Ttem 5
of the Resolution Ty adding a2Tter the word "activities":

"and to arrange such meetinge of their statistical advisory todien

or members of their staffs as might be feasible”,

In view of the need for arranging such World Congrosnes to further
the work of the United Natione the Statisticel Commissicn degires to draw
the attention of the Economic and Social Council %o the irportance of
providing finencial assistance *to erable professional and geioniific noople
from ahroad to attend these Congresses,

Two further points wero raised %o clarily the meaning of the resolution,
It was noted that the resolution spccifically omibs the wordg "under the
segls of the Zconumic end Soclzl Council", Moreover the Commlucion eproed

that 1t was the intentlion of the resolution that the wilcet encoursgement

9]
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shouvld be glven to the leadling statisticienz of every couatry to atten
the proposed World Congress.
The amended version was then put to the vole and carrled, the merbeor

frow the USSR having absiained frem votlipg. Hs expleiped that he hed not

had sufficient information prior to atiending this Ss2sclion of the Statisiical

2

Comutgsion Ho enable him to accertsln the viewa of the statisticliens o

officlals of his country.
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THE STATISTICAL COMMISSION, Taking note:

La

That the Becretary-General had scked it to consult with him in

accordance with the Resolutlon of the Fconomic end Social Council adopted

2 Octorer 1946 (E/133/Rev.2) vherein the Secretory-General, in consiltation

with the Cormission, wes requested to explore the "practicability and

desirability of co-ordinating the arrangements” being made for the

Twenty~=Fifth Scsaion of the International Statistical Imstituts, the

¥irgt G omneral Assembly cf the Inter-American Statistical Institute, and

other statistical meetlings scheduled for the latter part of 1647 in such

a manner as to constitute a World Statistical Congress in September 1947

under the aegls of the Tcononlc and Social Councll and to make a report

and recommendatlion to the Council; and

Za

That a World Statlstical Corgress under the auspices of the Economic

and focial Council would greatly beneflt the United Nations by the opportunity

afforded the members of the Statlstical Comnlssion as well as the statistical

atalff of the Secrstariat and the Speciallzed Agenciles:

(a) to ascertain at first hand the statistical problems - both general
and specific - vhich g world-wide reorcsentative assemtly of statisticlans
would wish the Statistical Comminsion and the Statistical O0ffice of the
United Nations to conslder dvring the next fevw years;

(b) €5 explain to the statisticizns of the various countries, including
countries not now represented on the Commission, the programme of work

or which the Statlstical Commission, the Statistlesl Orfice of s

United Tntlons, and the Speciallzed Agoncies are at present engaged

or are contermplating; and

i

{c) 1o ervplain and develon the msans by whicl the s*atistizal activitiss

ki)

S

[y

cf the Specialized fzoncles, quanl-goverrmental, and non-goernmontal

¢

orrendzotions wight he re.otsd to sach othor «ad to thoss of thoe

n.ted Wutions in fostering intermational co-operation in the

i

irorovervont of shatistics, /TESIRES
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DESIRES to bripg to the attention of ﬁhe Economic and Sociel Council

the points of YisW\itvhas expressed to the Secretary-General:
1. »tbaﬂxiﬁ yiew of the meetinés of the Tnternationel Statistical
Inst tutezkthe iﬁter—émeriéam Statistical Institute, the Ecenometric
Society, 8nd”a‘gf0u£ interested in orgaaizing an Intexnationai Inccome
Confersnce, Bcﬁeduleﬁ to be held in Washingt§n, D.C., duriny the
rericd 6 - 18"éaptembcr 19%?; it would be desirabie Yo make arraﬂgements
co-ordinated with this séries of meetings for a limited programme of
general meetings under tre éuspices of the United Nations and the
Specializad Agencies fobusing attention ﬁpon the statistical
activities of the United Nstlions aand the Svecialized Arencies;
2. tﬁat the Eéonomio and Socizl Council should requesc the
Secretary-General to designate'ﬁ representavlve to serve on en
Interrnational Arrangements Committee, consisting of reprosentatives
of the orgenizatiors involved, wkich will be reswonsitls for the

cenduct of the gensrel xeebinge descriced in the preceding paragreph

G

£

gad oo the co-ordinaticn of all programmes snd srrangements for the
seosi g

3. that the aggregate of the inter-related sessions be known es the
World wtatistical Congreas;

I, tiat the Economic and Sociel Council should invite the attention

2vs of the United Naticns to the Congrese and eho-'i erpress
ncie thet they «ill encourage participation therein of the

dlng gvaticticisns in thelr respective countries;

elaencion of this Srecizlized Agencles to the Congress end should
exiress the ope  that they will perticipate therein by s=:ding one

oi" mure of their Lrportent officiels reoaponsilhle r'on
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activities, end to errvange such noetings of tuelr stetistical ailvieory

todles or nesbore of thelr stafte as right e feacitble;
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6.  that the Zconomic and Social Council should request the Secretary=-
Gzneral to arrange for the participation of awpropriate officlals of the
United FNaotlons in the general meetlngs of the Congress and to take such
other action as he way conslder necescary, feaglible, and appropriate in
connection with the arrangsnments for these general meetings; and

7.  thrat, therefors, the holding of a World Statistical Congress,

in Washingbton, D.C., during the period 5 - 12 September 1047, with
partlicipasion and responsibility of the United Watlions to the degrée
outlined aboeve ig both desirable and practicable,

Future Work of the Commissicn (Item 15 of %ke Agends)

Referring to the action which the Commission had taken regording the
wnpubliched papers of the Comrittee of Statistical Dxperts of the Leage of
Nations, 1t was the view of the Commission that Belance of Payments
statlistica should have priority in the Tuture work of the Commission,

The intorests of the United Nations as’indicated vy the work of the various
Commissions of the Tconomic and Social Council and the need"forAcontinuing
the publication propremme of the Lespues of Nations in this fleld, as well
@5 the specific interestn of the Sveclalized Agoncies including that of the
vroposed International Trade Organizetion, require that the Statistilcal
Cormission exercice its general responsibility for advising with regerd to
co~crdination of the work in thia field.

In resnonse to specific gquestions Mr. Gardnsr, observer for the
International Monetary Fund, steted that the membership of the Fund was
not identical with that of the United Nations, the Fvnd having some forty
members, He pointed to the provision in the Articles of Agreement of the
Fund which enetled it to reguire a minimum list of data needed for
operating pvrposes to be cubmitted by the meombers, It was recognized
that there was Immediate need for developing stendards in the field of
renorting Balance of Peyments deta and thet this matter was of concern
not only tc the Fund hub to meny of the orgens of the United Wations and to

/the goverrmonts
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the govermments which would Tie asked to supply the data.

It wae agrced thot the International Monstary Fund, the Statistical
Office of thé United NUations and other interested agenciss conscernsd chould
vork in closa c¢ollaboration in developing standards in this field. The

‘Statistical’ Commission wiched to record 1ts reguest that the Secretary-

General shorid incliuvde in his v ﬁrt at the rext szession of the Commiesion
s special 8ectiﬁn. ¢ng with this topic.
.

tical A

o f the Leapue ofFHations to the
I/Ci.2/17,
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Transfer of Statils
United Watlon (

‘qu_III nareoraph O)

The Statistica
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sion wished te express its wholehearted approval

cf the provosal to issue a Sunnlenent to the Monthiy ulletir of %+atiﬁtics,

but Wis ‘ea also to reuomxehd tnqt s\ch a ounplewmﬁt be isqued perio callv.
The view Wes exprosse d that publioation of guch a Supnlcment wovld beia
very great»step_fo“vard in dﬂvmlonl 18 intornatlonal qtatisticu.

A request ves mﬂde th at’as g part of paragraph 2 in HJCW 3/w h the
Secre tarwaenoral report specifically vpon the negotiations with the
International Statisticel Instlitute regarding the continued collection and
nuolication of dem&gra hic St&ﬁlStiCu-

The request was mede tnat before final action be takeﬁ upon the report,
of the Commission the members bo permitted an opportunity to study ﬁhe

resolutions in eny of the officisl laﬂgﬂaguu°

The meeting rone at 1100 p.m,
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