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INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Co~ica, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Hungary,
1I§jand, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norwa~

Portugal, Spain, S~eden Dnd Uni~ed Kingdom of~t Britain and
Northern Ireland: revised draft resolutl~

Freedom of expression and peaceful assem~

~!.1~ by the purposes arid principles of the Charter of the United Nations and
bearing in mind the Uuiversal Declaration of Human Rights, 1/

Aw.~ of its responsibility te promote and encourage respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms and determined to remain vigilant with regard to
violations of human rights wher6ver they occur,

b..c.~lling artiCles 19 ",nd 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, 1/

liin~Yl of the Code of Co~duct for Law Enforcement Officials, 1/

1/ Resolution 217 A (Ill).

1/ See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

1/ Resolution 34/169, annex.
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~ng the pertinent resolutions of the Commission on Human Rights, most
~ecently its resolution 1989,31 of 6 March 1989, i/ on the right to freedom of
opinion and expression,

Seri0\1.ll1y concerned ovel:' recent rel!0rts from different regions of the world on
the quelling of peaceful assemblies and demonstrations,

1. Exp~esses iU__~Qncern at the occurrence of the use of force against and
the detention of persons who exe~cise the rights to freedom of opinion and
expression and of peaceful assembly as affirmed in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

2. ~ll-~Qn all States to respect existing international standards in the
field of human rights relating to the freedom of expression and peaceful assembly;

3. Appeals to all States to ensure respect for the rights of all personr; who
exercise the right to freedom of opinion and expression and, where any persons have
been detained solely for exercising the right to freedom of opinion and expressiorl,
to release them immediately.

1/ Q.tl i ci al R~.£on::lLQL_.khe~~QJI_omi~.J!lliL_fu?.~i~LJ;Q_un_(;;jJ'..L_l.2~2L__S.llJ?P-l~J.lJ(~ l\ t
~~j_~ (E/1989/20), chap. II, sect. A.
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