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Addendum to note by the Secretorv-Goneral

Comments from the sustralian Govermment on the recommendations of the
Internationel Chamber of Commerce listed in document E/C.2/59 have been recelved
after the fourth secesion of the Transport znd Communlcations Commission. They
are set out below.

Australia

| he Australian Government has considered the recommendations of the
International Chamber of Cormerce and 1ts views on individual items are
attached.

It appears that the general purpose of the recommendation 1s to legsen the
obligetions of commercisl intereats in furnishing certain informetion, Any
elimination of formelities is praiseworthy provided it does not impose upon
administrations the task of obtaining essenticl information by whatever
alternative means that are available,

Many proposals aimed at accelerating the intermational exchange of goods by
the reduction of formalities and control could defsat their dwn objects by
merely transferring responeibility from commercicl interests to administrations,
often with increased impediments to the free flow of trade.

In matters of this kind, co-operation between commerclal interests and
administrations, 1s ar important fuctor and through such co-operaction many
apparent restrictive and delaying practices employed by certain administrations
could probably be overcome.

It is pointed out that most of the practices complalned of by the
International Chaomber of Commerce are not in operation in Austrulia,
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Cortient:

—————o . o co——

~ustralia requires the following commercicl documents for customs purposes.

(a) Bill of Lading or Consignment Note.¥

(v) Cus*oms Involce.

(¢) Packing List.

(d) lanifest. ‘

The Intermational Chorber of Commercs doas not cbject to these documents
but suggests certoin lirdtatlons on the custons involce (termed cormercial
involce by the Internutionsl Chouber of Coune: CO) .

fustralio egrees thet the document requ;rad to be sunplied by shippers
should be kept to o m1n¢mum but the data pfoposed in the stonderd form of
commerclal invoice is'no{ sufficlent for Australicn customs purnoscs. No
objection 1s ralsed to the principlé of a ptandord form but 1t 13 considered
thot any such form must include w©ll the provisions crpeacling in the fAustrallen
Customs invoice. . o

Gther documents are féquired in cdnraiion with the ¢utubl ontry of goods
for home consumption, e.Z., customs antry 2l jmnort licence but these wre
usually the responsibility of the importer and it is ossumed . that such documents
are not in gquestion. 43 sﬁggastad; pocking lieta ghould not be necessary for'
aoods shilpped in bulk like LI0IN.

2. Abolition of consuluxr "PVu*c HL;SOnetiEED callod customs invoices, and
certificateg of origin-as gsyirate documerts. The Informotion r1equired on
consular invoices and certificutes of cririn conld wnd should be obtodncd
Trom exira covice of tho uOWMurCL L dnvolce vecomrinded in this roport and
from 1 the usunl pockin nw 1 ' -

Conmk11u.

O & o . R . B .

A consuler involce ie w. customs invoice, usuclly in o prescribed form,
vhich requires consulir visc. 4 customs invoice is ons which is clmost ,
inverichtly in o prescribed form, but which does not reaujre co“nular vign. In
Austrelle the lotter practice, is in opsrotion, l.e., o r'OISIL"-.&;(' viga ig not

required.

* This is an esgentinl dovumﬂnt of curr*‘vp irresnective of Govermment’
requircments,

/The Austrelion
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The Austrolian cuspoms.practice requires certificates of value ond. origin
to be printed on the’ Customﬁ inv01ce.«
Waere consular invoices cannot be eliminuted they should be on the same

foxm.us certificates of origin.

3+ Abolition of consular visas for commercial invoices as well as for menifests;

bollmioq of commercinl agscclation certificatss for. Invoices. .. .4t the
ELppent time, consuler visa fees &re often proiibitive. Moresover, the
exvense involved in making out consular invoices include not only filling
out- the .formg but the time of someone visiting consulates to leave, inyvoices
for visaing and the time of a second vislt to pick up the invoices after
‘they have been visaed and in meny cases lonc delays in both visgitse. These
eXpenges and delays are unnec eﬂsary end constitute burdenq of international
trade, '

Comment;

. Neither eongular visas nor commercial associetion certifibatgs are
reqaired by the Commonwealth Governuent. There 18 no obJéCtion”to £hQ¢&bolition
of thege documentc.
h.' 4bolition of the trensit manifest by those coantrles _roquiring 1t,

“Comment?
Trangit manifests as envisaged by the I C.C. are not required in Australla
and their abolition is supported.

5. Elimination of the reguirement by soms Governments that cortain forms be -
filled out for aiding them in the compilation of export and import _
stetistics. This information. could be obtained from other docuents.

Comments

‘Australia does not rcqulre the compllation of speciel gtatistical forma.
Information required for statistical purpeses 1s required to be’ ghown on bustoms
import and export entries. Although gpoclificd types of descriptions are called
for by the Statistical Classiflcetion of Imports -and Exportd Such requirements '
would almoet invariably be met if goods wore entered in acéordance with 1nvoice
descriptlon. The necessity for calling for snfcial dBSﬂription for, utatistical
purposes arises mainly from the fact that merchanta, in entgring goads. for
Customs purposes, frequently use sbbreviated duscriptions which ars
insufficient to identify the goods for statistical purposes,

/6.  Abolition
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6. Abolition of povernmental regulations which require the phlomer +c attempt

revulatious of all the countries with which he doeq b@bi’
as such regulations are constantly being altered.
inevitably exposed to mistakes and fines.

Comment s
"The Commonwealth Government merely requires that the ordinary coumercial

deeeriptione‘Of goods‘be used on invoices. The shipner 1is not required to
:classify hlS goods under specific gections of the Custome Tariff. However, in
‘many instances there is. & requﬂrement that the composition of the goods be
p@isclosed, but this is for the’ purpose of facilitating the clearance of the goods
'and of avoiding, as far as rossible, delay while their composition is being
agcertained.

It 1s not appaxent how the shlpper can be exposed to fines., It is not
‘ competent for the Government of the importing country to lmpose fines on the

shipper who is located in another countxy,

Te The _shipper to be exempt from furnishing indications of value other than
Those aprearing in hls contract,

Comment:

Augtralia requires the production of a customs invoice in the prescribed
form which, inter alia, gives details of the current domestic value of the goods
'in ﬁhe currency of the exporting ceuntry as well as the selling price to the
purchaser, It is not intended to vary the existing customs practice of basing
the value for duty of goods on the current domestic value in the country of export
"at the date of exportation, or the selling price, whichever higher; Australia
supports any general move towards uniformity in value for duty practices as
expressed in article 35 of the Havana Charter.

8. simplification of regulations regarding weights and measures in documents.
All such weights, preferably, should be according to the metric system.

Comment:

If for tariff purposes, British weights and measures‘could be discarded in
favour of metric weights and measures, statistical practices could be amended
accordingly, Though simplification would result from the universal acceptance of
the metric system, tariff and statistical considerations are only two factors in
connexion with the question of such standardization,

From the export point of view Australia is not in a position to comment as

/we have
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Australia dnes nct noxrmally require marlks of origin Lo e placed on
rackoges.  However, Australian requirements as to tle werking of tae
colzin are contained in the Commerce (Wrade Toscrinticne) Act 1005 -
the regulaticng made thereunder. They apply rormally only to the gpoodu 11
the regulaticne., In sone cesos it nay re Impracticable to plecs marks of origin
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10, Adopticn of standardized rorulations for msesurement of sliyn*nw tomage
50 65 t0 avo.d fTos8h Leafureleit boing toeken in cerhtain porbs of L&Ll *or
calculaticn of duties,
No comwent wee asked for,

11. Tixstion, for imrcrt and export licences, of a sufficient duretion of
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ir. Australia, import licences are
montis and, 1n scme cascs,
beyoend these pericds roceive consideration.
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12, SimpliTicatlion of all custems foxmelities, Grenting of facil;t,ca for
clearing of goods et inlend offizes or werclioused, CLJ1OLH ouser Lo be
opensac G during traffic hovra even at nipitb; canArnn A u10ﬂ ot o?“‘ce hours

or Cuetone houged i each sids of the flont:er

Commeqﬁ:

This recormendation appears to be directed nalnly at countries having

Trontiers, with seperate custons

no demand to have Customs Housse

territories contiguons to their borders.

in Australia oren for the

land

There is

conduct of business

outside official hours or to have FTacilities established For clearing goods at

indland towns.
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