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PI-\OBIJLHS O:B' Hf\RTITiviE SIIIPPING AFFECTTIIG LATIN 1\MERICA 

Atlcbnd um to Note by the Secretary-General 

It ic stated en :pag0 4 of do(:ument 'E/ CN. 2/83, 1mo :3r the handing "Remark", 

that the Secretary-Gene:c'el intonJod to "ci~culate to t:1e mcrnbGrs of the 

Carrmlission at a later dJ.te fn:c~tb~}r in:fcn~l~,_;;.tlon on SC:l''' of the l)rob;Loms under 

considerr1tion, should snch :i.D"'or:Lt.·~.·n 1:e ~~va.llo.ble in c:nc t::.me". 

Since the lssuiLg of tL'.:1t docurnent fu"i,h<Jr devc.lo--;nents have taken place 
' -

in the sphere \fbich icf COv:Jrsd UilrJ.sr Part rv (survey of the Maritime Problems 

AffectinG L.~,ti:J. Ar:1erica Di•3cussed at Inte::."-Govennnental Meetings from 19h-O up 

to the p:rosent) of doc1.1mcn.t E/CN.2/83. 

'rhe relcvar"t :infC>riK'tion is civen hereafter. 

A su:rr:.':rlary Has m:--~de in rar2gra:phs 6 and 7, pages 21 and 22, of doc1..m:tent 

E/CN. ''/83 of the recon:.mend'1t:ions a:9'9roved by ths COll;Clission on Corr:cnerdnl 

Co-operation Qf the Inte2'-J\:r::erican li;concmic and E5ocial Council and of the 

decisiono ,.,hich were adopt-ad by t 1Je Inter-Ame:·icun Ec0ncmic 2.nd Eiocial Council 

after having considered thoac n:ccrr;;ncnr::lations. It has been stated in I)articular 

that at its meeti!lB of 10 l·k,ve:.l!:or 19~9 the lr,tter body examined the dr8ft 

rejsolution adopted on 14 Oc·:.obcr 192+0 b~' the Comrnis~ion on Commercial Co-operation 

~oncerning a :proposed stui~.y of .marit·i_Ea -tr~·:c:'~rt and df-\cided to postpone its 

consideration until its nf-xt sesqion i::1 ._T'.Ll.'cr:/ 19~50. 

The Co:mru.insion on Co:nrr:1c:rcial Co-ogen:ttion, in the lit;ht of. the observations 

mate by the Council at its abo7e-ment:i.oned meeting of 10 Novemoer, dis. cussed the 

matter further and, at its meetinso of 20 and 22 J)seomber 1949 8J1.d.12 January 1950, 
made some revisions in the dro.ft T~?f?Olution referred to_ abov.e. 

/The CorrJnission 
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The Commission decided to make specific reference in the draft resolution 

to such questions as freight rates, me,:c'itime insurance, pay system and social 

insuranc.e for officers and men. It vms r<.lco deemed important to include in the 

proposed study all as:rects and factors directly or indirectly affecting maritime 

tramrport and freight rates in particular. The Commission decided that the 

analycis o? the :p:':'oblem should not be limited merely to those factors talcen into 

account by conference lines when fixine freight rates (i.e. natm·e, volume and 

handlin(3 of carr,o, value of commodities, packing, stowage, length of voyage, etc.) 

but that it should also include data concerning port operations in general, port 

duties and expenditures, administrative machinery, port facilities, equipment, etc. 

The Commission considered it useful to include as well in the draft resolution 

other points such as maritime legislation, orsan:ization of maritime services, 

protective measures in favour of the mer~h.:.mt marine, subsidies, depreciation and 

replacement of ships, financj.al aid by G.:"~."Grnments and regulations in force. 

The Commission deemed tlmt t:w ros1'lts of the proposed study would enable the 

Council to act 8:ppro:p:7iately on the qv.eation of fre-~;::ht ra·~es. It would then have 

at hand sound and authentic in.;'ori.u"ction 1rhich might be put at the disposal of 

interested Goverr~enta with a view to improving the efficiency of their 

respective merchant fleets b~' utilizing methods employed by the more highly 

developed countries of the \-/estern Hemisphere. Data obtained regarding 

administration of portservices would represent a sound basis for recOIDI!lending 

to the Governments an adequnte policy which vrould aim at simplification of 

existing reqllirPJnents often constituting deterrents to the efficiency of port 

operations. 

The Commission prepared for submission to the Council at its meeting in 

January 1950 a report which included general information on maritime transport, 

covering such topics as confe::·ence lines and freiGht ra tea; a short survey on 

the results achieved by the Inter-A.iter:Lcnn 1..:18.ri time Conference (Hashington, 1940), 

by the United Nations Maritime Confe:::'er:-ce (1• cr;,sva, 1948), by the Ninth 

International Conference of American ~::t;tes (Bogota, 191J.8) and by the Inter

American Economic and Social Council from 1946 up to the present. 

The Council, at its meeting of 19 January 1950, considered this report and 

adopted a resolution the text of which is reproduced in the annex to this 

document. The resolution states, inter~' that the Commission on Commercial 

/Co-operation 
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Co-operation is authorized to undertake the proposed study, as soon as possible, 

in whatever form necessary, using the TecrJlical Secretariat. 

/ANNEX 
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ANNEX 

m::sor.;ll'".HON ADOPS..'ED BY THE INTER-AHERICAH ECON0..~1IC AND SOCIAL COUlJCIL 
ON 19 JANUARY 1950 

1. ~~ereas the study and solution of the problems of inter-American maritime 

trans"?e>rt are of the highest :l.mportance for the economic development of the 

American countries; and 

2. ldh~~a_!! the subject has received special attention both from the Inter ... 

American Financial and Economic Advisory Committee and from its successor, ~he 

Inter-P.merlcan Economic and Social Council; and 

3· \lh~~ the first Inter-American Maritime Conference was held at 

Washir~ton1 DC in 1940 on the initiative of the Inter-American Financial and 

Econ0mio Advi~ory Committee; and 

4. 1'<11ereas some of the recommendations made on that occasion are still --·-
applicable to the present situation and should be reconsidered; and 

5~ ''Th~~ tee Inter-American Economic and Social Council, in pre11aring the 

Draft Basic Convention on Economic Co-operation, strongly recommended that one 

chapter Bhould deal witn maritime transport, a recommendation which was approved 

when t!1e said Co;:r.rention was signed at the Ninth International Conference of 

American States (Bogota, 1948); and 

6. ~~e~ the chapter in question lays the foundation for a transport policy 

which should be worked out in full; and 

7. \-Jhere~ the Council should endeavour to find an adequate solution to the 

maritime problems confronting the American States, particularly the problem of 

freight rates; ffi~d 

8. vlhe~~' in order to be able properly to undertake the study of freiGht 

rates, it is necessary to collect and analyse all information that will make 

it possible to determine whether the prevailing freight rates are equitable; and 

9· \·Jhereas, in view of the scope and complexity of the information required 

to cm:ry out this study, it ia not possible to lay down a single definite plan 

of procedure for the compilation of such information and the procedure will 

consequently have to be subordinated to such methods as are dictated by 

circumstances; 

/Now therefore 
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~T<.)\,r tLeY'::,fo:re the I::1ter-Am9ric~n T.cor.o:o.ic and Sod.al Council reso-:'.veE ~ ...... __ -· --.., ..... ·····- .. ·--···--,._,..._ - ... ·-·-- ... -----·--·----·----------·---·----

of tt.e c,)UJim.scion on Co.:liDlel'cial Co-operation~ as a 'basis fo:.."' the carryiDG out by 

tl'li.lt ~;;Ti.nis :1io:.1 of a special cver-aJl st.ud.y of tl1ese problems~ 

(:~) :.f:r;'.sl2~jion co:.1cerning mrn·itime 1 late and !'iver transp~rt; Hl'et~1sr 

C!!OI'c,ted by n.ational o;.· international services. 

(2) Orgn:r;io:B.tio:l; supervision and cont~c.l of shipplr..g oervicoso 

( 3) O:r·g.':2~tizaticn) supe:r.vision ar.d control of ha:rbour services~ 

a<l.min:!.st:~ative contrcl of the various harbou..."" activitios, 

( 4) Ha:c'bour dues; proced.ure for assoss:tng dues and factors t:nat are 

takea into account. 

S~1ip::,1ing li.:1es whose ships oo.J.l at the country's ports; typos of 

so:- vic~e; f:;_~equcmcy of calls. 

(6) l1.ve-...·sge toanage (in metric tons) of cargoes handled by the 

oount;:•y' s tw..in pu:!:'ts in the years 19381 1945; 1946, 19~ 7, 1948 

and 1949:; vr::. t:1 imrc~t and export fig-..u·es. 

(7) Steve::'.():!:'i:ng axpens~s afloat and ashore, 

(8) llar"::lom7 service operations, loading and unloadi:r.g,: docking; 

labour.; mechanical equipment~ organization and SUJ?ervisiun of 

tl1ese o:r:erations, 

(9) Prot.ectioniEt measures in fayour of the Merche.nt Marine; forms 

cf State su'bsiG.ization of shipping lines or services. 

( .lO) P:t"ocedt-=e followed by shipping companies :l.n rega.rd to depreciation 

a:r,d renewal of their fleets. 

(J.l) Credit associatiort..s: their organization, resources and procedure. 

(12) Fi:1a:1c1ng "by the State, its methods., 

(13) Ex:l.s·~·.ing regulations and factors dete:.."'!llini.ng the types of shi].JS 

wh~.ch may be employed in different shipping services, 

(ll.i-) Pay syste:n. ar..d social insurance of t·fficers and men; conrpcsition 

anci organization of crews; special schools and the regulations 

governing them. 

(15) Maritime 5.nsu:ranc.ec 

~-~<~.2/!::l~l~ to autho!'ize the Cormission on Commercial Co··operatio::l to carry 

out this study as SO·Jn as pc>ssible in whatever manner may be necessary 1 using 

the Tec~~ical SecTetariat. 
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'Itr:.ra,±z~ to reGoilllllend to the Coilllll~.ssion on Commercial Co-ope"t"ation that it 

should proceed to study the problem of freight rates, taking as a b2.sis the result! 

of the e.1Jove-mentioned investigations, 




