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POLICIES OF APARTHEID OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA

Letter dated 29 March 1985 from the Chairman of the Special Committee
against Apartheid addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit herewith_(seerannéxj the text of the Declaratiocn
adopted on 28 March 1985 by the Special Committee against Apartheid at the .

conclusion of ‘its special session in commemoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the Sharpeville massacre.

I request that the text of the Declaration be circulated as an official
document of the General Assembly under item 35 of the preliminary list and brought
to the attention of the Special Committee against Apartheid,

{Signed) J. N. GARBA
. Chairman of the
Special Committee against Apartheid

* A/40/50 and Corr.l.
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ANNEX

Declaration adopted on 28 March 1985 by the Special Committee against
Apartheid at the conclusion of its special session in commemoratisn
of the twenty-fifth amniversary of the Sharpeville massacre

1. The Special Session of the Special Committee agsinst Apartheid was
held in ths United Nations Headquarters in New Yorkx on 22 March 1985
t0 cormemorats the tventy-fifth anniversary of the Sharpeville massacre
and focusaed on the thame of "Sharpeville, Soweto and Sebokeng, the
Struggle for Liveration in South Africs and International Response.”

2. In this contex:, the Special Committse commends tkhe peopls of
South Africa on the herecic resistance thsy heve consistently offered
in thes face of great odds.

The Special Session of the Special Committes againai Apartbeid
coincides with the sharp escalation of the multi-facsted
stTuggle of the people of South Africa for their liveration,
characterized by the mass upsurge in the urban and rural areas of
Scuth Africa; the coursgeous struggle of the black vorkers with the
support of their communities; the contiauing and grovwing movemeant of
the women and youth, combined with the politico-military resistance
of all sections of the opprmssed.

3. The massacres, killings and other atrocities zzainst unarmed
demonstrators perpetrated by the racist regime, culmineting in the
btrutal attack on mouwrzers a% a fuieral procsssion in Uitenhage on
21 Maren, underline the continuous repressive and authoritarian
character of the Pretoria regime since the Sharpeville massacre.
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L, The Special Committee vehemently condemns the continuing massacres,
killings énd other atrocities against defenceless opronents of acartheid
perpetrated by the racist regime in Sharpeville, Soweto, Sebokeng and other
townships in South Africa imeluding the killings in recent weeks of residents
of Crossroads who were demonstrating ageinst plans for their forced removal.
Forced removals have driven millions of people off their ancestral lands,
trade mions are under attack, torture is rife and the implementation of the
hantustan policy is entrenching the system of anarthéid resulting in desperate
poverty, exploitation, forecing family disintegzration and depriving Africans

of their nationality.

S. The Special Committee underlines that these and other acts of repression
of innocent demonstrators, striking workers and even schoolchildren as well

as continued denial of the inalienable right of self-determination of the
deprived majority have greatly aggravated the situation in South Africa.

The entrenchment of the apartheid policies and their accompanying violence
have ruled out any possibility of a peaceful solution of the South African
problem. 7 h

6. The Special Committee rejects the manceuvre by thé racist regime
which is econducting a sustained and well-orchestrated campaign to
create the illusion that it is introducing change and reform in
South Africa. The so-cazlled "new constitution" rejected as null

and void by General Assembly and Security Council Resolution 554 (1984) adopted
on 17 August 198h, is aimed at dividing the oppressed people

of South Africa and entrenching apartheid. The massive oppesition

by the so-called Coloured and people of Asian origin to the c¢reation
of separate parliaments under this "new constitution” is 2 clear
reaffirmation of the unity of the oppressed people of South Africa
and a decisive rejlection of the new comstitution.
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T. The racist reginme has recently atienpied to divide tie
ranks of the orrosition and daflect exterzmal Trassures by offering
to release Yelson Mandals and other imprisongd Afrigan leadsrs lixs

Zepnania Mothopeng but reguiring them to renounce viclence 25 a

Baans of opposing spartheid. Ia relecting this deceitful cofler,
Nelson Mandela who has spent 21 years in Jail, poinmted out that it was
the regine itself which was resvonsible for the vioclence iz tha
country. The regime moreover is plapning to set up & so-called

black forus of hend-pieked persoms for the purpes2 of perpetuating
apartheid. However, the racist regime has revealed Iiis true
intentions by procseding st the sare time %o aTrest & largs nunlter

£ the genuine representatives of leaders of %he Africaa nsople.

8. The Special Committee welcomes the increasing meobiliization ¢f world-
wide support for the struggle for freedom in South A

actions undertaken by parlismentary bodies, municipaliiie
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movenmenis, non-goevernmentel organizations, es well as by individuals of many

ceuntries, especially in Western Furope ard North Amarica.

9. The Special Committea reaffirms the legitimecy of the siruzzl

oppressed people of South Africa =nd their lideraticn movemarisz Ty all
available meens, including srmed strugsle, for the eliminetion of szpartheid
ezlared as & crime against humanity and seriously violating intermaticnal

d
peace and security,

10. Tha Special Corm’ttee reiterates ivs firm solidarity with ths
oppressed peorle and treir naticmal lineration movenents iz Sculz
Africa in the Just shiruggle sgzinst azarsneid end dsmands that the

recist reginme of South Africa immedistely take sisps to dismantle

the apartheid system by:

() Ending repression against the black peorle aad other
opronents of spartieid;

(v} Abrogating all reprsssive laws;

{¢) mefraining “rom punishing persons Tor acts arising fronm
oprosition to apartheid;

{d} Relezsinz unconditiconally 211 Scuth Africen ©

G

1 oris
captured freedom fighters, detainzes and terminsle all
restrictions snd proscripticss on persoms, orgenizations and

publications orpgossd to anarsheid.
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11. The Special Committee, recalling Security Council Resoluticn 560 (1985)
adopted on 12 March 1985 demands the immediate and unconditional

withdrawal of so-called "iigh treason"” charges against 16 members of the United
Democratic Front and other oppoments of apartheid in their struggle for
self-determination and for the establishment of a united, non-racial

and democratic South Africa. Moreover, it calié on the Security

Council, in case South Africa fails *o comply, to consider further

appropriate action including adopticn of comprehensive and mandatory

sanctions in accordance with Chapter VII of the Charter of the United

Nations.

12, The Special Committee declares that freedom fighters captured
during the struggle for liberation are entitled to and rmust be
granted prisoner-of-war status and treatment in accordanee with

the provisions of Additicnal Protocol I to the Geneva Convention of
12 August 1949, which recognized that wars of naticnal libefation,
like those being waged in southern ﬁfrica by movements recognized

by the Organization of African Unity, are subjlect to the Geneva

Conventions.

13. The Special Committee, noting the universal importance of 21 March

as the Internaticnal Day for the Elimination of Raeial Discrimination,
reiterates that racism negates all the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, is s crime against humanity and a threat to world peace and security
and appeals to all governments and organizations to strengthen their

support of the struggle agasinst all forms of racism, including

Apartheid and Zionism.

“-ew
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1. It calls upon all States to take concertsd international action
against apartheid in order to increase effactive pressure on the

racist regime of South Africa as a means of complementing the struggle
of the people of South Africa for the abelition of apartheid.

15, The Special Committee condemns the military, nuclear, politiecal,
economic and cultural cooperation between the Zionist regime ind the South
African apartheid regime. The active collaboration between the two
regines has increased apartheid South Africa's aggression and
destabilization in the whole of southern Africa.

16, It condemns policies of “constructive engagement” and active
collaboration with the apartheid regime followed by the United

States and certain Western §}ates, thereby encouraging its repression
of the people's legitimate strugzgle, aggression against neighbouring
States and defiance of the decisions and resolutions of the United
Jations. It appeals to these Stated to abandon such policies and
Join in the concerted intermational efforts to bring about the

desired change in South Africa.

17. Pending the imposition of comprehensive and mandatory sanctions
under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations by the Security
Council, the Special Committae callas on all states to urgently adopt
national legislation and take other appropriate measures against the
apartheid regime of South Africa, such as:

(a) Cessatior of all investments in, and financial loans to,
South Africa;

(b} An end to all trade with South Africa;

(¢} Full implementation of the arms embarge including cessation

of all forms of military, police or intelligence cocperation with
the authorities of South Africa:

/--o’-



(8} An immediate end to all forms of nuclear collaboration with
South Africa;

(=) Total boycott of South Africs in the cultural, educational
and sports fields,

18, The Special Committee, mindful of the respomsibility of the
United Hations and the international community to help eliminate
apartheid totally, appesls to all States, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, anti-apartheid and solidarity
movenents, trade unions, religious bodies, student and other
public organizations, mass media as well as city and other

local authorities and individuals to urgently provide increased
political, economic, educational, legal and other

forms of support to the oppressed people of South Africa, as well
a; hunsnitarian and all other necessary assistance to the national
liveration movements of South Africs in their just struggle for
the exercise of the right of self-determination by the oppressed
people of South Africa. '
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