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AGENDA ITEM 36 

The policies of apartheid of the Government of the 
Republic of South Africa (continued) (A/SPC/L.118): 

(g_) Reports of the Special Committee on the Policies 
of apartheid of the Government of the Republic 
of South Africa (A/5692, A/5707, A/5825 and Add.l, 
A/5932, A/5957); 

(~) Reports of the Secretary-General (A/5850 and 
Add.l, A/6025 and Add.l) 

1. Mr. HOVEYDA (Iran), speaking on apointoforder, 
remarked that the statement made at the previous 
meeting by the representative of Uruguay, the former 
Chairman of the Committee on South West Africa, 
provided valuable evidence on the situation in South 
Africa. He would therefore request that the statement 
should be reproduced in full and distributed to the 
members of the Committee before the conclusion of 
the current discussion. 

2. Mr. ACHKAR (Guinea) agreed that the Uruguayan 
representative's statement was of great value for the 
Committee's work and supported the Iranian repre
sentative's request. 

3. The CHAIRMAN suggested that the vebatim record 
of the previous meeting should be distributed to all 
members of the Committee. 

It was so decided. 

4. Mr. PARTHASARATHI (India) said that the 
apartheid question had become still more urgent during 
the present year in view of the extremely grave 
developments that had taken place in an area adjoining 
South Africa. His delegation was convinced that the 
question of apartheid in South Africa could not be 
viewed in isolation from other colonial and racial 
problems in Africa. The reactionary forces of racism, 
which had committed an act of piracy in Southern 
Rhodesia, had been sustained by the assistance and 
encouragement they had so long received from forces 
in the Western world, more particularly from South 
Africa and Portugal; the Indian delegation had empha-
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sized that during the discussion of the Southern 
Rhodesian question in the Security Council. 

5. He had studied with great care the reports of 
the Special Committee on the Policies of apartheid 
of the Government of the Republic of South Africa, 
and he wished to express his appreciation for its 
notable contribution to the study of the problem. His 
delegation supported the recommendations contained 
in Part III of document A/5957. 

6. The Indian Government had been the first to take 
economic and political measures against the South 
African regime, long before the General Assembly 
and the Security Council had recommended such 
measures. It was India which, in 1946, had first 
drawn the attention of the world community to the 
intolerable state of affairs in South Africa. The 
Indian Government had fully implemented all the 
recommendations of the General Assembly and the 
Security Council. It had also made a voluntary con
tribution of 25,000 rupees in response to the Special 
Committee's appeal in 1964 for funds to help the 
victims of apartheid policies (see A/5825, para. 118). 

7. It was not enough, however, to adopt resolutions 
in the General Assembly or the Security Council. 
For nineteen years the United Nations had been con
sidering the question; commissions and committees 
had been set up to study it, reports had been sub
mitted and resolutions adopted. Yet that had not saved 
the non-whites and any who opposed the inhumanpoli
cies of apartheid from being subjected toincreasingly 
severe repression, while illegal measures had been 
used to reduce the majority of the population to serf
dom. A regLt;ne of such cruelty and barbarism could 
have been maintained only because the rest of the 
world had refrained from taking resolute action to 
bring it to an end. By lack of resolution, the present 
generation had been guilty of sacrificing the human 
dignity of 13 million people. 

8. Since 1946, when the United Nations had been seized 
of the problem, South Africa had responded by in
difference to all the Organization's endeavours to 
restore by negotiation the rights and freedoms of those 
who had been forcibly deprived of them; and when 
apartheid was discussed, South Africa's defiance had 
increased. The number of victims of South African 
policies had increased in proportion to the mounting 
feelL1gs in the world against those policies. Resolu
tion 1761 (XVII) had been adopted in the hope that the 
majority of the Members of the Organization might 
find a way to make South Africa realize that it was 
not in its interests to continue to defy the United 
Nations. Had the measures recommended by the United 
Nations been implemented fully by all its Members, 
millions of people in South Africa would have been 
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saved from tyranny and oppression. It was a matter 
of regret that a handful of Member States had flouted 
those recommendations or sought excuses for failing 
to act on them while expressing sympathy with the 
unfortunate people of South Africa. The issue had been 
brought before the Security Council because the ma
jority of the Member States had felt, as had the 
Indian delegation, that the time for recommendations 
was over and that coercive action under Chapter VII 
of the Charter was desirable and indeed essential. 
However, owing to the unco-operative attitude of some 
of the permanent members, the Security Council 
had failed to declare the existing state of affairs 
in South Africa a threat to peace. 

9. The reports of the Special Committee gave a com
prehensive picture of the monstrous activities of the 
racist regime in South Africa, and provided detailed 
information on the military build-up and the extent 
of investments of foreign-owned corporations in that 
country. It was a matter of great concern to the Indian 
delegation that, in violation of the recommendations 
of the United Nations, a few Member States continued 
to supply South Africa with weapons or helped it to 
manufacture such weapons in order to suppress the 
13 million non-whites in the country. 

10. The information supplied by the Special Com
mittee could lead to only one conclusion, namely, 
that the situation in the Republic of South Africa 
constituted a serious threat to peace. His delegation 
supported that conclusion and called for mandatory 
measures under Chapter VII of the Charter. Economic 
sanctions under Article 41 of the Charter were the 
only effective means for a peaceful solution of the 
problem. For those steps to be effective, however, it 
was necessary that States which traditionally had 
close trade and other relations with the South African 
Government should co-operate in implementing them. 
The Committee of Experts appointed under Secerity 
Council resolution 191(1964) had recognized that the 
South African economy was vulnerable in several 
fields, provided the main trading partners of South 
Africa co-operated in enforcing economic measures. 
But various excuses had been put forward by countries 
which wished to evade any such obligation; for instance, 
that economic sanctions against South Africa would 
hurt most the people in whose cause they were said 
to be undertaken. The non-white majority in South 
Africa, however, was prepared to undergo hardships 
in order to escape bondage. The Indian delegation 
shared the hope expressed by the Special Committee 
on apartheid in paragraph 149 of its report (A/5957), 
that the Security Council and the General Assembly 
would decide to implement effective measures in the 
current International Co-operation Year, and that 
positive action would be taken to eliminate the incal
culable dangers of racism in South Africa and to enable 
the people of the Republic of South Africa to play 
their rightful role in Africa and in the world. 

11. The Group of Experts established by the Secre
tary-General under Security Council resolution 
182 (1963) had suggested that the Council should invite 
the South African Government to send its repre
sentatives to take part in discussions under United 
Nations auspices on the formation of a national 
convention fully representative of all the people of 

South Africa to decide on the future of their country. 
The Group had expressed the view that, if no satis
factory reply was received from the South African 
Government, the Security Council would be left with 
no alternative but to apply economic sanctions. The 
South .African Government had refused to respond to 
the invitation. 

12. In view of South Africa's stubborn refusal and the 
intensification of its racist policies, the Indian dele
gation believed that the only means left to the world 
community to influence the Government of that country 
was the imposition of effective economic sanctions 
under Chapter VII of the Charter. It was high time 
that the Security Council took decisive action in that 
respect. Further hesitation would only serve to 
heighten racial tensions in Africa to the breaking point. 
Those were the reasons which led the Indian delegation 
to recommend that the Committee should adopt draft 
resolution A/SPC/L.ll8. 

13. Mr. LANNT.TNG (Denmark) said that his country 
rejected racial discrimination as well as any other 
form of oppression. The Danish people were strongly 
opposed to apartheid and were aware of the incalcul
able risks inherent in that policy. Consequently, Den
mark had always been prepared, within the limits of 
its means, to assist in any efforts to achieve a just 
and peaceful solution to the problem of apartheid, 
and it deplored the fact that no real progress had 
been made since the General Assembly's consideration 
of the question at its eighteenth session. However, 
although the efforts made had not brought the solu
tion of the problem any closer, they had clarified 
a number of its aspects and it was in the light of that 
clarification that his Government had reconsidered 
its position as to the approach to the solution of the 
problem of apartheid. 

14, He recalled that the Danish Minister for Foreign 
Affairs had advocated to the General Assembly on 
25 September 1963 (1215th plenary meeting) that the 
United Nations should simultaneously follow two 
lines of action: on the one hand, strong pressure should 
be brought to bear on the South African Government 
to prevail upon it to give up its policies of apartheid, 
which were in conflict with the Charter of the United 
Nations and were a flagrant violation of human rights. 
On the other hand, the United Nation should try to 
convince the South Africans that, once the inhuman 
principles by which the Republic of South Africa 
was now guided were abolished, there could be 
very satisfactory living conditions and a prosperous 
future for everybody who wished to continue living 
in South Africa. 

15. His Government was still of the opmwn tna~ it 
would be desirable to follow those two parallel lines 
of action in order to create in South Africa a non
racial community. However, the facts could not be 
ignored: in spite of all the efforts of the United 
Nations, in spite of the unanimous condemnation by 
its Members and countless other expressions of world 
opinion, the South African Government persevered in 
its inhuman and senseless policies. It refused to enter 
into any dialogue to seek a solution to the problem 
of South Africa on any basis other than the disastrous 
policies of apartheid. 
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16, Against that background, and taking into con
sideration the continued deterioration of the situation 
in South Africa, his Government had come to the 
conclusion that the situation created by the South 
African Government was a threat to international 
peace and security. His delegation was therefore 
ready to support a resolution in which the General 
Assembly would call the attention of the Security 
Council to the fact that the situation existing in 
South Africa was a threat to international peace and 
security, and recommend that the Security Council 
should consider how sanctions under Chapter VII of 
the Charter might effectively be imposed on South 
Africa. His country would support any resolution along 
those lines that might be adopted by the Security 
Council, and the Danish people was ready to make 
any sacrifices that might be necessary to implement 
it and bring about a solution to the problem of 
apartheid. 

17. Mr. ACHKAR (Guinea) drew the Committee's 
attention to the great importance of the statement 
made by the Danish representative. His delegation was 
glad to see that Denmark had now placed itself 
among the countries in the forefront of the struggle 
against racism. Denmark was thus playing a large 
part in "deracializing" the struggle against racism 
and was dissociating itself from the abettors of the 
Pretoria regime. In view of its historic importance, 
the statement should be issued as an official document 
of the Committee. 

18. He wished to reply to the arguments put forward 
by a number of delegations that he had called to 
task in his statement at the 469th meeting. As 
Chairman of the Special Committee, he was fully 
aware of his responsiblities and of the task with 
which he had been entrusted by Africa and the 
world community. That task could not be accomplished 
without laying bare the deep roots of racism in 
South Africa. He had tried to carry out his task im
partially, and to avoid citing any fact that had not 
been verified. 

19. In October 1964, when the Labour Government 
in the United Kingdom had imposed an embargo on 
arms to South Africa, the Special Committee had 
expressed its concern that France and Italy might 
supply South Africa with arms instead. The Special 
Committee had examined press reports on the pur
chase of French jet aircraft and submarines and on 
Italy's plans to provide South Africa with technical 
assistance for the establishment of an aircraft factory. 
Consequently, the Special Committee had requested 
the Secretary-General to trasmit to France and Italy, 
through its Officers, a message expressing its con
cern and its hope that those countries would cease 
violating the terms of the Security Council resolutions. 
France had not replied and French arms continued 
to accumulate in South Africa. Italy was equally silent 
while continuing to provide funds for the construction 
under Italian licence of the Atlas Factory near 
Johannesburg. 

20. He was awaiting with interest the reply of the 
Italian representative, whose name was on the list 
of speakers. It would be equally useful if France were 
to make a statement. France would no doubt invoke 
the argument which had been given up by the United 

Kingdom and the United States, namely the principle 
of non-interference in the internal affairs of a 
country. But it was not a question of one country only: 
the jet aircraft and the submarines with which South 
Africa had been supplied were a threat to the whole 
African continent, and Africans would not forget where 
those arms came from. Colonialist arms had already 
caused far too much bloodshed in Africa. 

21. It was with some gratification that his delegation 
had listened to the statements made at the 472nd 
meeting by the Japanese delegation recalling the 
discriminatory measures to which the Japanese people 
itself had been subjected and Japan's constant efforts 
to defend the principle of racial equality, particularly 
at the Versailles Conference. Incidentally, he wished 
to point out that he had never said that Japan was 
racist. Some of the statements made by the Japanese 
delegation, even though they were not exactly in line 
with the statements made by Guinea, went straight 
to the heart of the delegations from the African coun
tries. His delegation had been concerned to see that 
Japan seemed to be cutting itself off from its past, 
and Guinea would at all events have reason to be 
grateful if, by its statements, it had to some degree 
helped Japan to remember the misdeeds of racism. 

22. The Japanese representative had stated that the 
legal status of the Japanese in tre Republic of South 
Africa had remained unchanged and that they had 
never been declared to be whites by the Govern
ment of that country. The Japanese Government un
doubtedly knew better than anyone else what the situa
tion was in that respect, However, it seemed that 
there had been some misunderstanding concerning 
what he himself had said at the 469th meeting. He 
had not said that the legal status of the Japanese 
had been changed but that the Japanese were treated 
as whites in the Republic of South Africa. It was true 
that Japanese men could not marry white women or 
Japanese women white men, and that they had no 
voting rights in South Africa. However, as a result 
of administrative decisions dictated by commercial 
interests, Japanese were admitted into hotels and 
hospitals reserved for whites and were allowed to work 
in offices subject to strict racial segregation. There 
was thus an assimilation which was in fact an insult 
to the dignity of Japan and to the great Japanese 
civilization, and it was that unspeakable insult that 
the African countries would have liked the Japanese 
to reject as absolutely intolerable. Nevertheless, the 
utter hypocrisy of the Pretoria regime did at least 
make it possible to remind Japan that Japanese 
national pride should not accept such aspersions. 
The place of Japan was in the Afro-Asian movement. 
In the realm of trade in particular, trade with South 
Africa already belonged to the past and any advantage 
to be obtained from it would disappear at a single 
stroke when the African peoples rose in a body 
against the South African exploiters. Japan would do 
well to remember that, particularly when it bought 
primary commodities such as sugar and iron which 
were available in many other countries. 

23. His delegation had been gratified to hear the 
Japanese representative state that his country had 
imposed an embargo on shipments of arms to South 
Africa. The Japanese representative had also stated 
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that his country strictly refrained from making 
investments in South Africa. That was an attitude to 
be welcomed, although it should be pointed out that 
Japan granted licences to the South African Republic 
for the manufacture of certain vehicles including 
trucks. 

24, When there was talk of applying the economic 
sanctions provided for in Chapter VII of the Charter, 
a number of great Powers were against it. Yet the 
Charter in which those sanctions were provided for 
had been drawn up by the very Powers which were 
against applying them. It was true that economic 
sanctions could be ordered only by the Security 
Council, but the absence of any resolution by the 
Council in no way prevented unanimous and univeral 
action against South Africa. Furthermore, it was 
precisely those who declared that sanctions could be 
ordered only by the Council who were preventing it 
from adopting the necessary resolution. Such two
faced behaviour could not be condemned strongly 
enough. 

25. If Japan sought a seat on the Security Council 
on behalf of the Asian continent in order to campaign 
against apartheid and colonialism, it could be sure 
of the fullest support of his delegation and, he was 
sure, of all the African countries. He thought he had 
detected a gleam of hope inJapan's recent statements, 
which he welcomed. There had been a time when Japan' 
had given material support to colonized peoples and 
refuge to exiles from colonial territories. His dele
gation did not think that Japan, having reached its 
present level of development, could forget its great 
virtues. It was to be hoped that it would once again 
play its proper role in the family of Afro-Asian 
nations. 

26. With regard to the statement made by the United 
Kingdom representative at the 472nd meeting, the Afri
can countries could not forget the considerable 
support Lord Caradon had given to the cause of anti
colonialism in the various offices he had held at 
the United Nations. When, however, he had quoted in 
that statement the conclusions reached by the Group 
of Experts set up by the Security Council, he had 
failed to mention an important recommendation, 
namely, that if the Republic of South Africa refused 
to convene as requested a national convention repre
senting all elements of the population, the Security 
Council should, in the absence of any other peaceful 
means, apply economic sanctions under Chapte{ VII 
of the Charter. l/ In a letter of November 1964,Y the 
South African Government had said that it was against 
convening such a national convention. 

27. The representative of the lTnited Kingdom had also 
said that economic sanctions should not be imposed 
on the Republic of South Africa because they would be 
harmful to his country's interests. He had combined 
that, however, with another argument regarding the 
alleged necessity of a naval blockade to enforce sanc
tions. That was a more than doubtful argument 

_lj Off1cial Records of the Secur1ty Council, Nineteenth Year, Supple
ment for Apnl, May a"~Cijlln€J:964;Ciocument s/5658, para. 121. 

Y Ib1d., Supplement for October, November and December 1964, 
document s; 6053. 

because, unless those who upheld it already knew 
for sure that there were among the permanent 
members of the Security Council certain countries 
which intended to violate a total embargo, it was hard 
to see why a blockade would be necessary, There 
would be no reason for it if the decision to impose 
the embargo was taken by each State in good faith. 
In order to justify his argument, the United Kingdom 
representative would have to be able to tell the 
Committee that a certain Power, and not necessarily 
the United Kingdom, would definitely oppose the 
embargo, a possibility which was not without prece
dent, since it was known that France, for example, had 
not applied the arms embargo. Unless such information 
could be provided, the argument was devoid of any 
practical value. 

28. Apart from the fact that the United Kingdom 
representative had implied that a situation which 
seriously "disturbed" the peace did not in fact 
constitute a threat to peace, he had also said that 
the application of economic sanctions would be exces
sively expensive and had added to his argument a 
quite gratuitous insinuation that the African States 
might divide the General Assembly by their insistence 
and thus encourage the Republic of South Africa. That 
was an obvious sophism to which it could be replied 
that, although the United Kingdom did not think the 
time had come to act, that did not mean that because 
certain Powers were unwilling at present to face 
their responsiblities the status guo would continue. 
If, in fact, the people of South Africa were denied 
their fundamental freedoms any longer, they could not 
be expected to be patient indefinitely. They were 
entitled to use every means to gain their rights, 
including, in the last resort, violence. If they had 
recourse to violence, they would certainly have the 
support of all Africans and of countries in Asia and 
perhaps even other continents. It would then be im
possible to keep the situation in hand and the United 
Kingdom, in particular, would have to abandon any 
idea of protecting its interests, which would be swept 
away at the same time as the prosperity of South 
Africa. In comparison with the sacrifices which such 
a settlement of the situation would entail, those 
which would have to be made at the present time were 
very minor. The United Kingdom's problems were quite 
understandable but, as the African countries had 
already said, no one was refusing to help it overcome 
the difficulties which it would face as a result of the 
application of sanctions against South Africa. The 
United Kingdom ought to learn from experience. Just 
as nazism could have been stopped at the right time 
at the cost of minor sacrifices, the United Kingdom 
could have settled the South African problem in 
1948. Because it had failed to act at the right 
time, the problem of apartheid had assumed such 
proportions that the United Kingdom itself was incapa
ble of dealing with it and, the military effort which 
would now be necessary to bring South Africa to 
reason would be much greater than if action had 
been taken some years earlier. A similar development 
had occurred in Southern Rhodesia, and if the rebel 
Rhodesian Government of Mr. Smith was ready at 
any time to fire on the Union Jack, that was because 
the United Kingdom had been stocking Rhodesia's 
arsenals for years. 
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29. The countries belonging to the Organization of 
African Unity, meeting at Accra in October 1965, 
had adopted a resolution in which they had expressly 
made an appeal to a number of countries which still 
maintained commercial relations with the Republic 
of South Africa and had also asked the Security 
Council and the General Assembly to recognize 
that a serious threat to international peace and security 
requiring the application of sanctions existed in 
South Africa. The African countries had expected 
a clear reply to that appeal from the United Nations. 
Yet the principal supplier of arms to the South African 
Government maintained an obstinate silence. The 
African countries invited that country, like the other 
countries named in the resolution adopted at Accra, 
to come out into the open. They must now either do 
what was expected of them or declare that they were 
resolved to thwart the aspirations of the South 
African people. In the circumstances, it was essential 
that the countries which said that they had imposed 
an embargo on arms to South Africa should keep to a 
strict interpretation of the embargo and, in particular, 
should not exclude technical assistance activities 
from it. The African countries would be more con
vinced of the good faith of certain countries if those 
countries would also take practical steps such as 
dismissing South African military attaches or refusing 
to admit South Africans to their territory for police 
or military training. 

30. Introducing draft resolution A/SPC/L.118, of 
which his delegation was a sponsor, he stated that it 
was logical for the sponsors to reaffirm, in operative 
paragraph 1, the resolution (1761(XVII)) in which 
the General Assembly had recommended the applica
tion of economic and diplomatic sanctions against 
South Africa. 

31. Operative paragraph 2 was also essential, in 
view of the continued growth of investment in South 
Africa. When it was considered that the countries 
concerned had continued to invest millions of dollars 
in South Africa in violation of the most elementary 
morality, the wording of the paragraph would be seen 
to be very moderate. 

32. Paragraph 3 was based on the fact that the 
Special Committee could still be of service in solving 
the problem and should therefore be asked to con
tinue its work. 

33. Furthermore, under operative paragraph 4 the 
General Assembly would decide to increase the 
membership of that Committee. It should be borne 
in mind that when the Special Committee had been 
set up it had been impossible to appoint its members 
on the basis of equitable geographical distribution, 
since not one delegation of the Western Powers had 
agreed to take part in the work of the Committee. 
Since that time, however, the Special Committee had 
made itself felt and it was now necessary to start 
a discussion, within the Committee itself, with the 
countries to which paragraph 4 referred. It would 
indeed be very useful for the Committee to include 
certain great Powers, particularly great commercial 
Powers, and perhaps even other countries such as 
Denmark. 

34. In operative paragraph 5 the sponsors asked 
the General Assembly once again to condemn the 

South African Government for its attitude and its 
policy. That was the least that could be done and, 
until other means were available, it was well to 
reaffirm all the odium and repugnance that apartheid 
inspired in the conscience of mankind. 

35. Paragraph 6 had been prompted by delegations 
which were neither African nor Asian but whose 
countries were not passive spectators but were 
sincerely seeking a way to put an end to the situation. 
He would point out, in that connexion, that there 
were numbers of people, even among the whites of 
South Africa, who were combating the policy of 
apartheid. 

36. In paragraph 7 the sponsors had been determined 
to declare that the situation in the Republic of South 
Africa constituted a "threat" to international peace 
and security. That, indeed, was the term used in the 
Charter and simply to state that the situation "dis
turbed" international peace and security would be 
tantamount, as it were, to sanctioning a hypocritical 
formula that could not fail to perpetuate confusion. 

37. In paragraph 8 the sponsors asked the General 
Assembly to condemn the actions of the States 
which were encouraging the South African Govern
ment to persist in its policies. He himself and a num
ber of delegations had described in detail the actions 
in question and there was no doubt whatever that 
they should be condemned. 

38. The provisions of paragraph 9 were equally essen
tial, for it was a fact that once the Security Council 
resolutions had been adopted they should be auto
matically applied. In that paragraph the sponsors 
merely repeated the terms of the Council's own 
resolution and its provisions were addressed in 
particular to such countries as France and Italy, 
which publicly condemned apartheid but at the same 
time sought to serve their own economic interests. 

39. As far as paragraph 10 was concerned, the repre
sentative of Nigeria had on the previous day set 
forth all the reasons in favour of the request made 
in that paragraph. It should be borne in mind that the 
Government of the Republic of South Africa was 
itself spending vast sums on propaganda designed to 
justify apartheid. 

40. Paragraph 11 asked for the co-operation of all 
the specialized agencies of the United Nations. In that 
connexion it was satisfactory to note that some of those 
agencies had decided to expel the representatives of 
the Pretoria Government from their ranks. 

41. Lastly, operative paragraph 12 was necessary, 
first, because the enlargement of the Special Com
mittee would naturally entail an increase in the 
services needed for its work and, secondly, because the 
sponsors did not preclude the possibility of the Special 
Committee, or even the Security Council itself, having 
to hold meetings away from Headquarters. 

42. A number of delegations had asked to be included 
among the sponsors of draft resolutions A/SPC/L.118 
and he hoped that it would be adopted by an overwhelm
ing majority. 

43. Mr. MATSUI (Japan), speaking in exercise of 
the right of reply, emphasized that Japan was firmly 
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resolved to go on opposing South Africa's policy of 
apartheid. The Japanese delegation would carefully 
study the specific points that the Guinean repre
sentative had raised in the statement he had just 
made. 

44. Mr. HILMY (United Arab Republic), speaking 
on a point of order and supported by Mr. MWAL UKO 
(Tanzania), Mr. SANGHO (Mali) and Mr. XYDIS 
(Greece), congratulated the representative of Denmark 
on the position his country had taken and asked that 
the full text of the statement that he had made at 
the present meeting should be issued as an official 
document of the Special Political Committee. 

45. The CHAIRMAN suggested that the verbatim 
record of the 476th meeting of the Special Political 
Committee should be issued as an official document. 

It was so decided. 

46. Mr. JOUEJA TI (Syria) said that his delegation 
supported draft resolutionA/SPC/L.ll8. He congratu
lated the representative of Guinea on the statement 
he had just made, and the representative of Denmark 
on the position that his country had taken towards 
South Africa's policy of apartheid, That policy was 
diametrically opposed to the basic provisions of the 
United Nations Charter. Moreover, to practise, sup
port or even make excuses for apartheid was to en
danger international order itself. l\Tere condemnation 
or half-measures could not obstruct that odious 
policy to any effective degree. If the attitude of the 
racist South African minority had been limited to 
prejudice or hatred, its protagonists could have been 
regarded as sick people who were incapable of 
understanding the trends of social evolution. That 
attitude had, however, become a policy of usurpation, 
repression and aggression, and 13 million innocent 
non-whites were denied their natural right to freedom 
and self-determination. It was indeed a radical 
attempt to reverse the whole course of human evolution. 

4 7. Countless measures had been enacted in South 
Africa to counterbalance the numerical superiority 
of the victims, and the racist r~gime prided itself 
on their effectiveness. As far as intellectual matters 
were concerned, every effort was being made, through 
the system of education, to inculcate in the Africans 
the idea that they occupied an inferior position in 
society. The aim was to stifle the African person
ality so as to eliminate any protest. As far as military 
matters were concerned, South Africa was mustering 
the most modern weapons of destruction in order to 
crush any resistance. In science, its research was not 
directed towards peaceful pm'J)oses but on the con
trary was for military purposes and, if necessary, 
genocide. Moreover, white immigration was being 
encouraged in order to make up for the lack of 
specialized personnel, while the indigenous inhabitants 
could not even become skilled workers. Reserves 
were being established to make it easier to keep the 
indigenous population under control. Inhuman restric
tions were placed on movements and associations of 
the black people in order to suppress any idea of 
social consciousness or of fellowship in misfortune. 
Lastly, South Africa had created a mystique according 
to which all those measures were enacted in the name 
of civilization, in order to silence even the few 

opposing voices that were raised among the liberal 
whites. 

48. That rea(\tionary social order was bolstered up by 
vast sums of foreign capital. Such investment was 
sound, as it enjoyed the protection of the armed 
forces, and it was lucrative, as it garnered profits 
at the expense of the indigenous workers, who were 
virtually enslaved, The fact that those opportunities, 
criminal as they were, still attracted certain foreign 
investments showed clearly that financial interests 
took precedence over loyalty to the United Nations 
Charter. 

49. In those circumstances, the Special Political 
Committee could only endorse the Special Committee's 
recommendations fully. Yet some countries were 
giving support to the opponents of the Charter by 
recommending further studies. Their appeal, aimed 
at delaying effective action, could not be dissociated 
from Verwoerd's own assertions that the South African 
Government was rapidly advancing towards complete 
economic and military self-sufficiency. Why wait 
until South Africa became an impregnable fortress? 

50. In the final analysis, the question would be 
solved by the efforts of the Africans themselves and 
the support given them by States Members of the 
United Nations. 

51. The searching analytical statement of the Algerian 
representative and the final appeal made by the repre
sentative of Kenya showed that the problem was being 
seen in its true magnitude and that those repre
sentatives who still refused to recognize that it con
stituted a threat to international peace and security 
would have to admit the seriousness of the situation 
because it affected the immediate interests of their 
countries-the only criterion they really took into 
account. 

52. Mr. NACO (Albania) recalled that all the resolu
tions of the General Assembly and the Security Council, 
in the twenty years the United Nations had been 
endeavouring to solve the problem of apartheid, had 
remained a dead letter. The South African Govern
ment paid little heed to United Nations decisions, and 
its infamous laws had been supplemented by adminis
trative measures which in practice deprived the 
indigenous population of South Africa of its most 
elementary rights. The Special Committee's report 
and the information supplied by various Press agencies 
showed that, as a result of arbitrary laws, indigenous 
inhabitants by the tens of thousands were arrested 
and put in prison, some were brutally tortured and 
others had even been condemned to death. The law 
on the segregation and grouping of persons according 
to their race robbed the Africans of the most ele
mentary human rights. Forced labour had been 
legalized, and the indigenous inhabitants had become 
a vast reserve of cheap man-power. Tens ofthousands 
of families had been dispossessed and settled in special 
zones segregating racial groups. The indigenous 
population was threatened with extinction through 
famine and disease. The black peasants, who were 
the majority of the 13 million Africans, had only 
13.3 per cent of cultivable land, as against 86.7 
per cent held by the 3 million whites. An African 
worker's average income was under £163, as against 
£1,066 for the white worker. 
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53. It was plain that the South African Government 
was able to continue its policy of apartheid because 
certain imperialist Powers, Members of the United 
Nations, had not only failed to apply the General 
Assembly and Security Council resolutions callingfor 
an end to economic and military assistance to South 
Africa, but on the contrary had aided and abetted 
that country in its apartheid policy. It was common 
knowledge that South Africa's main trading partners, 
the United States, the United Kingdom, the Federal 
Republic of Germany and other NATO countries, 
bought 79,8 per cent of South Africa's exports and 
sold to it 63.7 per cent of its imports. The volume 
of trade between the United States and South Africa 
had increased greatly and United States banks had 
expanded their credits to that country. The invest
ment income was nearly double the value of United 
States exports to South Africa. Investment of United 
Kingdom capital was also considerable. The Federal 
Republic of Germany had more than quintupled its 
trade with South Africa. Those countries drew large 
profits from the unusual conditions in South Africa, 
on account of the slavery to which 13 million of its 
16 million inhabitants had been reduced. As was 
always the case with imperialist penetration, after the 
infiltration of the monopolies military penetration took 
place. South Africa had long enjoyed military aid from 
the United States, the United Kingdom and the Federal 
Republic of Germany. Not being a Member ofthe United 
Nations, West Germany had become NATO's back 
door for supplying weapons to South Africa. 

54. The attitude of the United States and its allies 
had to be seen in the context of a vast master plan 
encompassing the entire African continent and designed 
to maintain intact their economic and strategic 
positions in Africa. South Africa was thus a strong 
military and economic base for combatting the freedom 
and independence of African peoples. Its white racists 
had a large share of responsibility under that plan. 
South Africa's military expenditure had quintupled 
since 1960 and its permanent army was supplemented 
by a "civilian force". Thanks to NATO countries, 
the army was equipped with modern weapons and 
South Africa now had a national armaments industry. 

Lnho m U.N. 

Its military preparations were a source of anxiety 
for African countries, whose security and independence 
they threatened. 

55. The attitude of the United States and United 
Kingdom imperialists and their partners had seriously 
endangered the existence of the United Nations. 
Those imperialists were more concerned with financial 
interests than with the principles of the Charter and 
United Nations resolutions. The Africans had seen 
their hopes dashed and some of their leaders had 
stated repeatedly that they were now convinced that the 
African population had no choice but to meet violence 
with violence. There was every reason to think that 
an armed conflict between the whites and the South 
African indigenous inhabitants would not be contained 
within national boundaries, but would endanger peace 
in Africa and in the world. The responsibility for such 
a situation would fall on the United States and its 
NATO allies, which had prevented effective measures 
being taken against the South African Government 
and had sabotaged United Nations resolutions by 
continuing to expand their trade with that Government 
and supplying arms to it; a similar responsibility 
would be borne by the United Nations for having failed 
to adopt effective measures and see to it that all 
its Members applied them. 

56. Ever since the problem had been raised in the 
United Nations, Albania's position had been clear, con
sistent and adamant. The Albanian Government had 
always strongly condemned apartheid as a fascist 
and criminal policy and it had scrupulously com
plied with the resolutions of the General Assembly 
and the Security Council. Albania maintained no 
diplomatic, consular, trade or other relations with 
the South African Government and it would continue 
in that attitude until that Government gave up its 
policy of apartheid. 

57. The Albanian delegation would do all it could 
to help to solve the problem in accordance with the 
principles of the United Nations and in the interests 
of international peace and co-operation. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 
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