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In the absence" of the President, Mr. Sallah (Gambia), Vice-President, took the

The meeting was called to order at 10.45 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 32

THE SITUATION IN AFGHANISTA.~ AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR IN'lERi~ATIONAL PEACE AND
SECURITY

(a) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/44/66l)

(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/44/L.l7)

(c) REPORT OF THE FIF'll1 CXlMMITTEE (A/44/679)

The PRESIDENT, Ambassador Garba has requested ne to convey to the

General Assenbly his regret at not being able, owing to ineluctable commitments

outside New York, to be present to introduce the draft resolution which is before

the Assellbly now.

It is his view that draft resolution A/44/L.17 is a balanced text which ~uly

reflects the concerns of the parties involved and underscores the urgent need for a

comprehensive poli~ical solution of the situation in respect of Afghanistan.

The draft resolution submitted by the President is the result of a consensus

of the parties. He trusts that the Assembly, too, will adopt it by consensus.

Before we take action on the draft resolution, I wish to point out that, as

part of the understanding between those directly concerned, it was agreed that

there should be no deblate on the item in the General Assembly. It is therefore

suggested that we abide by this understanding"which is designed to permit the

broadest possible suppott for the draft resolution. If I hear no objections, I

shall take it that the General Assembly agrees not to discuss the item under

consideration.

It was so decided.
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The PRESIDENT, The report of the Fifth Committee regarding the programme

budget implications of the draft resolution is contained in document A/44/679.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to adopt draft ~esolution A/44/L.l7?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 44/15).

The PRESIDENT, The Assembly has thus concluded its consideration of

agenda item 32.

AGENDA ITEM 17 (continued)

APPOIN'lMENTS 'IQ FILL VACANCIES IN SUBSIDIARY ORGANS AW orHER APPOIN'lMENTS

(1) CDNFIRMATION OF THE APPOIN'IMENT OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED NATIONS
DEWIDPMENT PROGRAMME' NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/44/l08)

The PRESIDENT, In paragraph 22 of part B of its resolution 1240 (XIII),

of 14 October 1958, on the establishment of the Special Fund t the General Assembly

provided that the Secretary-General, after having consulted the Governing Council

of the Special Fund, would appoint the Managing Director, SUbject to confirmation

by the Assembly. This procedure has been construed as applying also to the

appointment of the Jldminiatrator: of the Urd. t~d Nations Development Programme.

By its decision 40/324 of 20 April 1986, the General Assembly confirmed the

appointment by the SecretarY-General of Mr. William H. Draper III as 1ldministrator

of the United Nations Development Programme with effect from 1 May 1986, for a terll\

of office ending on 31 December 1989.

Fbllowing consultations with members of the Governing Oouncil of the United

Nations Development Programme, the Secretary-General now proposes that the

appointment of Mr. William H. Draper III as Mministrator of the United Nations

Development Programme be extended for a four-year term until 31 December 1993.

May I take it that the General Aasembly approves this proposal?

It was 80 decided.

I
I

,I
.;- .... ;. ...)
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The PRESIDENT, We have concluded our consideration of sUb-item (i) of

agenda item 17.

AGlNOA ITEM 13

REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL <DURT OF JUSTICE (A/44/4)

The PRESIDENT, May I take it that the General Assentlly takes note of the

report of the International Court of Justice?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT, I.call on the Secretary-General.

The SECRETARY-GENERAL, I am extremely pleased to have this opportunity

to announce the creation of the Secretary-Generalis Trust FUnd to assist States in

the settlement of disputes through the International Court of Justice.

As the Assembly knows, the settlement of disputes "by peacefUl means, and in

conformity with the principles of justice and international law" constitutes an

essential tool for the maintenance of international peace and security. The

judgements of the International Court of Justice, the principal jUdicial organ of

the United Nations, represent the world's most authoritative pronouncement on

international law. The Court is also the principal organ for resolving legal

disputes between States, and the Secretary-C~neral therefore has a special

responsibility to promote judicial settlement of such disputes through the Court.

When legal disputes arise between States over certain issues there may he

instances where the parties concerned are prepared to seek settlement through the

Court either of the entire dispute or of a component thereof, but cannot proceed

because of a lack of legal expertise or funds. There may also be cases where the

parties are unable to implement the Court's judgement tor similar reasons. My

purpose in creating this Trust Funcl is therefore to make financial assistance

I

I
!
I
J
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(The Secretary-General)

availahle to States where necessary to enable them to use the Court for the

settlement of their legal differences. If even one aspect of a dispute is referred

to the Court it may hring the Whole situation closer to a solution. In this way,

it is hoped, States will be encouraged to make even greater use of the principal

judicial organ of the United Nations.

Over the years various steps have been taken by the Uni~ed Nations to promote

and overcome obstacles to the settlement of disputes. The General Assembly has

adopted a number of important instruments in this regard, including the Declaration

on Principles of Internationa:~c law Concerning the Friendly Relations and

Co-operation among States, the Manila Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of

Disputes and, IOOst recently, the Declaration on the Prevention and Removal of

Disputes and Situations Which May Threaten International Peace and Security and on

the Role of the United Nations in this Field. These landmark instruments

incorporate sets of valuable procedures, methods and measures which may he adopted

by States, the General Assembly, the Security Council or the Secretary-General for

the purpose of the peaceful settlement of disputes. The Trust Fund is intended to

provide a practical means of overcoming financial obstacles to the judicial

settlement of legal disputes by the Court.

I believe that as a matter of policy at the present stage only two categories

of case should" be con3idered as being eligible for financial assistance under the

Trust FUnd. The first would be cases SUbmitted to the International Court of

Justice by joint agreement of the parties concerned. This means that both the

applicant and the respondent State must have agreed to submit their dispute to the

Court. The Court's jurisdiction in these cases would therefore not be in Question

and all parties concerned would be ready ~o proceed to a settlement. The secondary
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(The Secce~ry-General)

category woUld be cases w~ere hoth parties are ready to illlplement a judgellent of

the Court, but one Ot both are unable to do so hecause of the lack of funds or

expertise.

The basic consideration underlying both categories is the reQuirement of

consent of the parties concerned. In this connection, I note that the hulk of the

Court's workload during this decade has been cases brought to it by joint agreement

of the parties. I may add that the policy of making available the rE/sources of the

PUnd in cases where there is joint agreement is fully supported by the President

and Judges of the Court.

In order to ensure absolute impartiality, 1 intend to establish a panel of

three high-level experts in connection with each request for financial assistance.

The panels will examine applications and, Whece appropriate, make recommendations

regarding the types of expenses to be coyet'ed and the amount of financial

assistance to he awarded. Their work will be conducted with strict

confidentiality, and in considering applications they will be guided solely by the

financial needs of the requesting State and the availability of funds. Payments

from the FUnd will be made against receipts showing actual expenditure for approved

coats.

The FUnd is established under the Financial Regulations and Rules of the

uni ted Ha tions.
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I new turn to the ClUes tion of the resource. for the Fund, which is to he

financed by voluntary contributions. I sincerely hOpe that the FUnd will attract

as donors, States, intergovernllental organizations, national institutions IInd

non-qovQrnaental organizations, as well as individuals and corporations. I should

lite to appeal to delegations to COlIllUnicate this ini t~ tiwe to their Governlllents

and to appeal to the. to lIaice financial contr1butions to the FUnd. I believe it is

a worthy cause and I u,:ge thea to do 80. In the words of the President of the

Court, this is an initiative towards

·the restoration of the Cour t to its rightful place aUlOng the principal organs

of the United Nations, as provided by Chaptei"s VI and XIV of the Charter".

Si~ Arthur WATTS (United Kingdom). We have just heard the

Secretary-General announce formally the creation of the Secretary-General's Trust

FUnd to assist States in their settlement of disputes through the International

Court of Justice. When this idea was first mentioned in a press release last

August, it was immediately clear that it was one of the most imaginative

initiatives to be taken in relation to the International Court of Justice.

The United Kingdom has been a ~nsistent and ~taunch supporter of the rule of

law in intern.lJtional relations. The rule of law - and the rule of international

law, in particular - is indispensable to the maintenance of international peace and

security. It is the counterpart to the principle of the non-use of force enshrined

in the Charter of this Organization.

That same Charter declares as one of its principles that Member States "shall

settle their international disputes by peaceful lMans·, escahlishes the

International Court of Justice as "the principal judicial organ of the United

Nations", records the "consideration that legal disputes should as a general rule
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aM w:e:.rr.4 by the perUu to the Internat1cnal COurt of Jwat1ce- and provides that

-.11 Me~.I'. of the United Nations are ipso facto parties to the Statute.- of the

court.

The international rule of 1.. requires no ll!u, indeed, it reQulees ~re. It

reQUires In particular not only that there Should ~xlst a court to which legal

disput•• can be referred, but that acce.s to that court should in reaUty be

available to all States which seek it for the settle_nt of their international

legal dispute.. The international colllUnity stUl haa GO. way to go in this

rellpttet, but it 111 possible to be optilllstics

Although the jurisdiction of the Court depends on the consent of the parties.

it is possible for that consent to be given in advance by a declara ticn aceeptinq

aa coapulsory the Court's jurisdiction. The United Kingdom is proud of its record

.s a State which has always accepted the compulsory jurisdiction of the Court. just

as it ~.viou81y accepted the co_pulsory jurisdiction af the Court's predecessor

under the 1.ague uf Nations. the Perllanent Court of I.nternationa1 Justice.

Although les8 than a third of the Members of the United Natians toC~y accept

the Court '8 ca.pulaory jUrisdiction, things are changing. In the last two years

three .ere States have joined those already accepting the compulsory jurisdiction

. of the Court. Even at this current seas ion of the Assembly two other States have

a.enounced their .intention to accept the Court'~ compulsory jurisdiction, and yet

other: Statee have recently announced their intention to accept the jurisdiction of

the Court for the purposes of variOUS multilateral conventions.

It is particularly encouraging that those States nawly acceptinc) the COurt's.
juri8~ietlon come not from just one area of the world or one group of States but

frOll all areas and all groups. This reflects in a very practical way the

increasinc; attention being 9iven to international law in several very constructive
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proposa1s which have been put before the Asn13l1lhly this year, as well BR in other

recent yeara. This trend we welcome whole-heaftedly~

Having a court vi th a gradually qrowing acceptance of its jurisdiction does

not fully satisfy the reauirement of the rule of law if other practical constraints

on access to that court exist. Brin9ing a case to the Court, or defendin9 one, and

finally implementing its judgement can be a lon9, complex and very expensive

business - and it is one which has to be paid for in often scarce hard currency.

We are sure that in some~ses reluctance to use the Court has been due to the

costs involved.

The Trust Pund seekS to remedy the problem in a straightforward manner. It

wUl not be a charter for plaintiff States. Ftssistance from the Fmd, at least ;lt

first, will be available only in certain limited kinds of cases. This cautious

approach is only prudent, and we note the proposals for ensuring absolute

impartiality in i'dministerinq the schemeJ this is obviously a most important

element of it. Whether the scheme should he devC!loped later will dept!nd on, alllOng

other things, how it works in practice. W9 shall he watching how it progresses and

we will give it what help we can to ensure its success.

Of course, the best help that any State can give to the Trust PUnd is not just

words of support md encouragement, it is money. I am therefore very pleased to

announce that the Unite~ «ingdom will be making a significant fin~ncial

contdbiution to the Trust FlI\d. we are sure our contdhution will be only the

first of many and we call on other States to give strong support to the Trust PUnd

and show their commitment to the International Court of Justice and to the cause of

international law and justice, and thus to the rule of law in international

relations.
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Mr. S. M. SY (Senegal) (interpretation fro. Prench)a The head of the

Senegalese delegaticn to this aescion has already had an o~rtunlty on .. October

to convey to the President of the AIIaeo1y the congratulations of the Bead of State

of Senegal and the senegal~. people on hia unanillOUlI election to the presidency of

the General Msellbly. However, 1 "iah to reiterate our pleasure that he is guiding

our work and to say how happy I all that relations of brotherhood .,d co-operation

bind his great country, Nigeria, to Senegal.

I take this opportunity a180 to reiterate to the Secretary-General,

Mr. Javier ~~~ez de Cuellar,'the tribute paid to hill by the Senegalese delegation

for hia titeleas efforts to ensure the triUllllph of tabe Organization's ideals of

peace and juetice.

The atate..nt just made by the 8ecretary-Ge. ~ral concerning the establishaent

of a Trust Pmd to assist States to aettle disputes through the International oourt

of Justice is further proof of his lofty sense of justice and ~ace.
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&eMgal, a country .... ich upholdll tIMr pd.cy of law, "arllly w~co" thls

co__ndable initiative which, without any doubt, will contribute to the

str~ngtbulngof the rule of law in international relations.

The li'Ilted Nations has done a great deal ainee ita eatablistulent mre than

40 years ago to proaote an int.rnational order in which, thfOUgh scrupulous respect

for the 1.. , the Stilt•• and peopl•• of the world wll1 live in peace in a spidt of

gOOlS-n.1C'jhbourlln.... 'Ibis objective, which for a long ti_ "u vi.ea ... an ideal

to which the Intefnatlonal co-.unity asIPired, now .... to be lIOre attainable,

thanks to the posi tin ch&l\gea which have occurred in recent yeara In the

international situation. After deca~e. of confrontation and rivalry, Statea have

reallzed that the solution cf the proble.. facing the. lle... not in force but rather

in dialogue, tolerance and co-operation.

The United Nations has played an irreplaceable cat~lysing role in L~is change

by outlawing the thrut or use of force and _king available to Statee the legal

fra..work within which to seek settleMent of their disputes by peaceful ...ns.

Without listing the nu_rous inatru_nts and _chanis.. whiCh exist in this

sPhere, we wish to emphasize the increasingly iaportant role of the International

Court of Justice. The vitality of this body ia the truest evidence of the power of

law in international relations today. senegal, whicb very early recognized the

jurisdiction of the COurt, in the teras of Article 36, paragraph 2 of ita Statute,

notes with satisfaction that a large nullllber of States have in recent years l\ccepted

1ta rale in the settle_nt of di8putes.

All of ua ..et encourage this positive attitude to the Court, 1uat a8 we

should consider waY8 of increuing ita effectiveness by ..king it lOre accessible

and by l'e8peeting the legal force of its dlc1siona. By IMking it eaaier far poorer
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Stat.. to bring utters before the COurt ..et .FPlylng ita decllllone thrClUp the

.etting up of the Special 1un4, the 3ecretllry-Gtner~lha tlllen an "portaht step

in that direction.

Senec)al, for ita part, tuU.y supports this "elm_ Initi.U.,., because we "aY•
..de the priMCY of 1." one ot the fwuS.....t.l prineipla of our !taternatlo:..l ",et

~stic policie.. In the intarnation.l _ere, IIY country's dDcUcat10n to the

purpose. 8116 principle. of the Ch.l'ter explain. our pr.ctice of

good-neighbourllne50 and our irreversible co..l~ent to re8Peet the law and.
en.ud~ that others do so in the quut for p.ceful solutio.. to our probleM "lth

Stat.s of the subreqion. The vell...tenONn attitude of SenecJal in support of the

eau.. of hu.an rights, together with our _ul tl-party <'-lDeratic political .yat.-,

18 the be.t evidence of the iilportant P8rt that 111II ~l.y. in the do...Uc policy of

ay country.

The Secretary-General's efforts deserve the fulleat support fro_ Scat... 'l'hey

have aroused great hope amng s.l1 States .a will considerably stren9than the

rol., of the International Court of Justice and the rule of 1., in international

relations. We •• t work together Md pool our resources to ensure that the••

logit1Nate hope8 are not fru.trated and the~. pr08pects 40 not prove l11u.ory.

I 8hould like t'.o 8tgoeM the particularly eloquent gesture of the Un! teeS

Kingdo. representative In g1v1ng effect to this propos81.

The PRESmBNT, The AII.ably has concluded its consideration of agend.

itell 13.

~-----------
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consideration of the draft resolution to a late~ date, which vas fixed for: today.
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AGElmA rTEM 21 (continued)

PIB/edd

The PRESIDENT. In the light of the state~nt by the representative of

into account the urgings of various delegatlons, the delegation of Costa Rica would

the 37th plenary _etinq. I call on the representa tive of Costa Rica, who wishes

tu raise a point in connection with the draft resolution.

recfuest of certain delegations which needed IIIOre time we had agreed to postpone

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PEACE

reserves the right to speak on that occasion in order to oollplete the introduction

Mrs. CAS'lRO de BARISH (Costa Rica) (interpreta tion from Spanish), Taking

The PRESIDENT, I draw the attention of memers to the fact that the text

to IUke it clear that this postponelllf!nt should not be sine die, ..,e hope that the

resolution A/44/L.16, which was introdueed by the representative of Costa Rica at

(a) REPORT OF THE SECRE'n\RY-GENERAL (A/44/6l5~

{b) [RAFT RESOLUTION (A/U/L.16)

As represftntatives may recall, the General Assembly has before i~ draft

has been distributed as an annex to document A/44/G26.

of the DeclaratiM of HUlllan ResponsibiU ties for Peace !I"ld Sustainable Develop_nt

be glad if consideration of draft resolution A/44/L.16 could be postponed. I vish

We hope very much that this vill be the last time we h~ve to ask for postpone.ent

dr&ft resolution CM be taken up very soon, for eUlllpl... next veek. My delegation

Costa Rica consideration of draft resolution A/44/L.16 "ill be postponed to a date

of the draft resolution, because on 24 October we _rely indicated that, at the
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AGENDA ITEM 157

SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENEIU\L ASSEMBLY 'ro OlNSmER THE OJESTlON OF INTERNATIONAL
OO-QPERATION AQINST ILLICIT PRODUcrION, SUPPLY, DDlAND, TRAFFICKING AND
DISTRIBUTION OF tIARaJ'l'IC DRUGS, WITH A VIEW '10 EXPANDING THE SCOPE .fUll INaEASING
THE EF~ECTIWNBSS OF SUOI Ol-QPBRATION

(a) mAPT RmOLUTlOtS (A/44/L.12, A/44/L.19)

(b) DRAFT DECISION (A/44/L.13)

(c) REPORT OF THE FIFTH CQ4MITTEE (A/44/695)

The PRESIDENT. At the request of the sponsors consideration of draft

~cision A/44/L.13 &1ld draft. r~solution A/U/L.19 is being postponed to a later

d~teq which will be announced in due course.

! call on the repre6antative of 1Ugoslavia, who uill introduce deBft

resolution A/44/L.l2.

Mr. PEJIC (Yugoslavia). Before I start I'J'/ introduction on the draft

resolution on the convening of a special session of the General Aasellbly on

narcotic drugs, I have to infor. the General Assemly that the following countries

have joined the oponsors of this i.portant draft resolution. BelC}illl, Benin,

Brunei Daru8salaa, Pinland. the Federal Republic of Ger_ftY, Iceland, Japan,

IAlxeabout9, Madagucar, the Nether l ..ds, CIIen, the Philippines, Singapore, 'lbgo ..cl

'l'urtey. The list of sponsors of this illportant draft resolution now nulllbers 121,

which 1n itself de.mstrates the illportance that the international collaunity

attaches to this serious problem of our time.
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Many speakers 1n the general debate at the forty-fourth session of the General

Asse~ly pointed to the more and more dramatic and disastrous effects of the

prOblellS caused by the illicit demand for, production of, traffi<:::king in and

consuaption of narcotic drugs not only for the physical health of individuals but

also for the well-being of entire segments of society, threatening the political,

eeono-tc, cultural and social fabric of individual countries and sometimes even of.

entire regions. In this context, the current session has confirmed the unanimous

assessment that this is a very complex problem of global proportions that reauires

a global approach and comprehensive measures.

The alarming estimate given in the report of the Secretary-General on the work

of the Organization that

"the ~netary value of drug trafficking has recently surpassed tha~ of

international trade in oil and is second only to the arms tr~de·

(A/44/l, p. 23)

is sufficient reason for deep concern and calls for urgent and resolute

international action.

Assessing all the dimensions of this scourge, the non-aligned countries

pointed. out in the Declaration and the separate document on illicit drug

trafficking adopted at; their ninth su_it Conference, in Belgrade, the dangerous,

glObal propo~tions of this scourge and stressed that the struggle for its

eradication was a common responsihility and called 6)r co~peration by the entire

international community.

This is a problem that, irrespective of the measures taken and the resol~e

demonstrated, cMnot be stemEd by isolated campaigns on the national level. The

stru9g1e can be meaniragful and effective only if it is based on effective and

conatructive meaaUles of interna tional co-opera tion, tak109 due account of the
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specific ways. in which this problena is reflected in var ious countries and
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envir()naentii~ The crucial role in this struggle belongs to the United Nations and

its specialized agencies, for, os President Barco of Colombia said in his iaportant

and .muble atateMnt befol't! the General AsseJlbly,

Wif this effort ia not accc.panied by & global cOlllllit_nt, then no victory can

be achievedw• (N44/PVol3, p.6)

Bearing in llind the resolve with tihlch ColCllbia has approachill!ld the eradication

of this e~ll, regardless o~ threats and victims, President Bar~'s call for the

convening of a special session of the General Assellbly devoted to broader aspects

of the glObs1 prOblem of narcotic drugs has fOlnd & general post tive echo and

support.

As the representative of Yugoslavia, which is the current ChairlUn of the

Move_nt of Non-Alic;ned Countries and a country that has made and con tinues to il&ke

a major contribution to the suppresdon and interdiction of illicit drug

trafficking, I have been given the special honour of proposing to the General

Assellbly, on behalf of the now 121 sponsoring countries, the adoption by consensus

of draft resolution A/44/L.12 at the convening of a special session of the General

Assembly to discuss the question of international co~peration against illicit

production, supply, demand, traffiCking and distribution of narcotic drugs, with a

view to expanding the scope and increasing the effectiveness of such co~peratlon.

This will testify in the best possible way to our shared concern and interest in

putting an end to this dangerous scourge.

In the preamulal' part of the draft resolution the Gan'eral Assenbly expresses

deep concern about the serious problem and the disastrous consequences of drug

abuse for individuals and society caused by illicit production, supply, de_nd,

trafficking .,d distribution of narcotic drugs. It recalls the state_nu ..de in
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plenary -eetings of the General Assembly during its forty-fourth session, including

the address by the President of Colombia on 29 septefiber, with his call for the

convening of a special session of the General Asselllbly devoted to this problem.

In the operative part the General Assembly decides to hold a special session

of the General Assellbly, at a high political level, to consider as a matter of

urgency the question of international (X)-()peration in the struggle ag~inst illicit

production, ~upply, demand, traffiCking and distrihution of narcotic drugs, with a

view to expanding the scope and increasing the effectiveness of such co-()peration.

The Secretary-General of the United Rations is requested to make the necessary

adainistrative arrangements for the purpose of convening such a special session.

The sponsors earnestly hope that the draft resOlution will be adopted

unan 18ously.

I have been asked to inform this body - although this has been mentioned

already by the President of the Assembly - that, in view of the wide and extensive

oonsultations that are still going on to arrive at a genuine consensus on the

preparatory process for the convening of the special session, action on draft

decision A/44/L.l3 and draft resolution A/44/L.19 will, by agreemeht, be deferred

untU a .la ter da te.

Hr. BADliU (Fgypt) (interpretation from Arabic), We meet today to

consider a .atter of grave eoncern. Narcotics are a scourge that has now spread

throughout the world. They not only destroy the lives of individuals but also

threaten poll tic~l 1'egllles, not to IIentiaa their economic: Md social effects on the

very existence of society as a whole.

The call for the convening of a special session of the General Assellbly to

adc2re88 the i.sue of narcotics _t with the i .._418 te support of my country,

therefore Egypt has joined the sponsors of draft resolution A/44/L.12.

,I
;'n']:'!
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Egypt, as a country in which narcotics are consumed and as a transit area,

takes a oomp~ehensive and varied approach to this problem. First, the authorities

of the Ministry of the Interior are strengthening control over the s. and land

bOrders, ports ~nd airports. Secondly, Egypt has recently proBUlgated a new law on

narcotics which, inter alia, provides for more stringp.nt sanctions against

traffickers and traders in drugs. The law decrees the death penalty as just

punishuent for such destructive acts, which undermine t.he whole social, pol! tical

and economic fabric of society. Thi~dly, B:)ypt has established rehabilitation and

cure centres for drug addicts, as well as a fmd for coltbating and treating

addiction. This fund comes directly under the jurisdiction of the Prime Minister

and is drawn from special provisions in the State budget and from fines and Beney

and lands expropriated in lawsuits connected with narcotics. The fund is used to

establish, equip and maintain rehabilitation centres and organize medical,

psychological and social treatment for drug addicts.

Egypt's interest in narcotics also covers the regional area. It therefore

participated in the Sub-Colllni ttee to Comat Narcotics in the Middle East.

Internationally, Egypt maintains very close relations with the United Nations Fund

for Drug Abuse Control (UNmAC).
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Me draw Q'l thit experience of the PWld particularly with regard to the .cr..ltodng of

narcotic aUbstances u8,ec1 fo~ _dical purposes. Because of B;Jypt's interest 1n the

drug ilIaue. it vu keen to beco. a MJIt),.r of the CO_iss ion on Narcotic Drugs,

~Ue an B:jyptian expert on drugs is a IIflllber of the International Narcotics

COntrol Board.

The special session of the General Assenbly on the question of drugs will be

dealing with a serie... issue, IInd it should be treated accordingly. That is why my

delegation believes that every guarantee should be provided that this is well

prepared and v11l be a successful se98ioo. In this connection we make the

following suggestions.

Pirat, there should be wide-ranging, in-depth consul'tations between the

various States and regiQ'lal groups 80 that eaCh of. them can ccntrlbute their own

ideas and view. on the basis of the experience they have accumulated in combating

narcotics. This is indeed an issue of concern to the entire world, it ls not of

concern to one State or a 11l1i ted nullber of States only.

Secondly, the prepara tlons for the session should also 1nvolve the CoIlll1.SS ion

on Narcotic: Drugs of the Bconoll1c and Social Council, the lnterfiational Narcotics

Control Board and UNPDAC, in view of their roles and experience in this sphere.

Theae international bodies should each contribute to the session on the basis of

its own practical expe"i~ncef if we really want the special session of the General

ASsemly to be crowned with success and not simply confine itself to repetitive

Thirdly, participation in this aession should be at a high level.

Participanta should include both political decision--.kers and those with practical

experience 1n combating drug traffiCking and drug addiction. A political decision
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is not in itself sufficient to resolvoe this problem. Rathe~, the decision should

be the outcome of practical experience) it should be ~rounded on such experience

and should take accolWlt of the precise data, ata tistics and inform Hen available.

We urge the General Assemly, so that the session may be properly prepared

for, to establish the dates for the session on the basis of the practical,

prag~tic considerations to which I have referred.

Mr. KIDRO (Pakistan), Pakistan welcomes the proposal to convene Cl

special session of the General AssellDly to uonsider the question of international

co~peration Bgainst illicit production, supply, demand, traffiCking and

distribution of narcotic drugs, with a view to expanding the scope and increasing

the effectiveness of such operation. Pakistan was privileged to sponsor, along

with many other countries, the request for the inclusion of an item on this issue

in the agenda of the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly.
-

The problem of narcotic drugs in its various manifestations has emerged as one

of the nost dailgerOUB threats to human civilization. This menace respects no

boundaries or cultures. It is ruthless and devastating. In his moving address to

the General Assembly on 29 september 1989, President Barea of Colormu drew

attention to the grim situation created by the Colombian drug barons and the armed

mercenaries employed by them. RiCh and powerful drug barons pose a sec tous threat

to democracy, not only in Colombia but also in Pakistan. A recent report in the

newspaper The Times of Lcndon testified that the drug industry in Pak istan ls

Wa legacy from the era of the late General Zia, who turned a blind eye to drug

activities 1n exchange for loyalty. All 40 of the m&ln drug gangs have

menbers who were senior public figures at that period. W

It is b~inning to overwhelm entire societies.

I

I

.~
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The convening of a special session of the General Assembly to consider this

question in its entirety is a timely expression of concern by the international

COII.unity abOut the threat it poses to mankind. It is also an expression of the

co_itaent of all States to strengthening and intensifying international

cc~peration in eradicating this scourge.

The title of the special session is indeed most appropriate. It recognizes

the need ta' re_dy the problem in all its di_naions. It reco9nizes that the

ca.pe19n Gga mst narcotic drugs has to be all-encompassin(j. The time has now come

for the internatima! comm\l'\ity to join hands in launching a co~rdinated and

coaprehensive strategy to counter and eliminate this menace.

The newly elected Government of Pakistan, \l'\der the dynamic leadership of

PriDe Minister Benazir Bhutto, has launche~ a laajor campaign against illicit drug

abuse, trafficking and distribution. The Prime Minister in her first press

conference, on 3 December 1988, expressed her GovernmentCs resolve to address this

problf!i1l forcefully and announced the establishment of a separate Ministry to deal

with it. SubHQuent1"f, the Narcotics Control Division, 1n the charge of a Minister

of State, vu set up in the Federal Govern.nt. The Division has been entrusted

with the task of achieving the Government's policy objectives in all areas of

drug-abuse control.

The Q)verruaent of T!akistan is colllftitted to aChieving a drug-free society. In

the past six ~.~AS i.pressive progress has been made in this direction. During

the current crop season the Government's call to poppy-growers voluntarily to

destroy the poppy crop received posi tive response. In areas where persuasion

failed to have an illpaet, stringent law enforcement nteasures were taken, as a

rasult of tthieh production of opiulll during the current season is estimted at

approxillately 100 tons, in contrast to the production figure of 205 tons during the

1987-88 c~p season.
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The processing machinery is also being targeted for destruction. Since

assuming power the new Government has neutralized 24 heroin laboratories 1n

addition to launching a major offensive against drug traffickers. The Narcotics

Control Division is planning to set up a. nateotics elite task force to strengthen

efforts to bring the traffickers to boOk.

we have also become a victim of narcotics addiction. Although Pakistan is a

tradi tional producer of opium and cannabis, the use of heroin was not known in our

society until 1980, when th~ fitst cases of heroin abuse were reported. Since then

the abuse has aul tiplied and over 1.9 mill ion Pale istan is are currently es till\\ ted to

be addicted to drugs.
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The Government is fully conscious of the devastating human and social toll of

drug addiction. It has launched major pr09rammes for treatment and rehabilitation

of drug addicts. An awareness programme has also been launChed through the media

to alett people to the need for community awareness and action. A Drug Abuse

Prevention Resources Centre has also been set up under the Pakistan Narcotics

Control Board to provide active support and encouragement to local, provincial and .

national efforts to free our society of the drug nenace. pakistan is also actively

involved in regional efforts to curb illicit trafficking and abuse. On a proposal

by Pakistan, the FOurth Summit Conference of the SOuth Asian Association for

Regional Co-operation designated 1989 their Year for Combating Drug Abuse and Drug

Trafficking.

The convening of the special session would constitute a landmark in the

evolving global efforts to contain and eliminate the scourge of drug abuse and

trafficking. We expect the Apecial session to focus on the fOllowing aspects:

first, the need to strengthen the will of the international community to combat the

drug menace in all its forms, secondly, enhancing international co-operation in

drug abuse control, thirdly, prOVision of additional resources to accelerate

international action against the drug menace, in particular the provision of

substantial resources to the developing countries to strengthen their efforts

regarding treatment, rehabilitation, and so on, and fourthly, co-ordination and

streamlin~ng of the activities of the United Nations system in this field.

Pakistan supports the proposalfot the establishment of a preparatory

committee of the whole for the special sessiQl to ensure appropriate and e.ffective

preparations. We also support the suggestion that the session be held in the third

week of February next year.
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Pa~istan will participate actively in the preparatory process as well as in

the special session. It will spare no effort in working for the complete 3uccess

of that session.

The PRESIDENT, The report of the Fifth Committee regarding the programme

bUdget implications of draft resolution A/44/L.l2 is contained in

document A/44/695.

The Assembly will now 'take a decision on draft resotution A/44/L.12.

May t take it that the Assembly decides to aoopt draft resOlution A/44/L.12?

Draft resolution A/44/L.12 was adopted (~esolution 44/16).

The PRESIDENTt We have con{:luded this stage of our considera t!.an of

a~enda item 157.

The meeting rose at 11.45 a.m.
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