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In the ahsence of the President, Mr. Sallah (Gambia), Vice-Prdsident, took the

Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 21
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PEACE
(a) REPORT OF THE SECRSTARY-GENERAL (A/44/615)
(h} DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/44/L.15, A/44/L.16)

The PRESIDENT: May I draw to the attention of memhers that the text of
the Declaration of Human Responsibilities for Peace and Sustainable Development is
contained in the annex to document A/44/626.

I call on the representative of Costa Rica to introduce the draft resolutions.

Mrs. CASTRO de BARISH (Costa Rica) (interpretation from Spanish): At

this time when the United Nations is marking its forty-fourth anniversary, it is
particularly gratifying to my delegation and to me personally to hegin our
consideration of agenda item 21, entitled “Achievements of the International Year
of Peace”. This is also the date on which the solemn proclamation of the Year took
place, on 24 October 1985, during the commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of
the United Nations when tﬂe year 1986 was proclaimed Internaticnal Year of Peace in
General Assembly resolution 40/13; hence today we are marking the fourth
anniversary of that proclamation.

That important event lent added lustre to the commemoration of the United
Nations fortieth anniversary and provided a unique opportunity to reaffirm our
support for and dedication to the principles and purposes of the Charter. It was a
milestone in the international community's endeavours to attain one of the primary
chjectives of the United Nations. The maintenance and promotion of international
peace and security is a universal ideal, and the Year gawve Governments,

intergovernmental and non-qovernmental organizations, groups and individuals the
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(Mrs. Castro de Barish,
Costa Rica)

opportunity to express the common aspiration of mankind that is the raison d'étre
of the Organization.

The Secretary-General's report, submitted pursuant to resolution 42/13 of
28 October 1987, reveals the enthusiasm and highlights the many activities inspired
by the International Year of Peace that had been carried out by States Members of
the United Nations and by the intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
that also played a decisive and valuable role in these efforts. But nai:iona}ﬁ@g
official and private organizations and groups, scientific facilities and
educational institutions at all levels have also reported on their participation.
These activities have included scientific, cultural, artistic and sporting events
which have captured the imagination of local communities and involved all sectors
of the population as participants, from professional persons to chiidren in primary
schools,

I should like to refer to Costa Rica's participation in the proposal at the
forty~third seassion to proclaim the International Week of Science and Peace, which
would take place every year during the week in which 11 Noveaber falls, It did so
at the request of the Association of Scientists for Peace which, since the
proclamation of the International Year in 1986, had begun the practice of obhserving
this Weak at that time of year. The fact that the Association of Scientists had
determined@ that its initiative needed a United Nations resolution in order to
acquire world-wide legitimacy highlights the role that the Organization as an
international bedy for the establishment and maintenance of peace should play in

promoting science and its contribution to peace. To consider the relationship

between zcience and peace is a logical consequence of the proclamation of the

International Year of Peace.
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The Year hzs shown that there is awareness of the need to contribute, with
determination and creativity, to the achievement of true peace - a peace that is
not simply the absence of war, as has often been said, but one that is based on the
idea of permanent coexistence which needs to cerminate in the individual in order
to have a multiplier effect throughout all levels of society, ul timately reaching
to Governments whozse leaders can and should promote it with their counterparts in
neighbouring States and beyond their reg ions.

The proclamation of the Year indicates that peoples must live togéther in
peace and practice tolerance and that it has heen recognized that education,
information, science and culture can contribute to achieving this goal. In this
respect I should nke"to recall that Costa Rica had the honour to introduce the
proposal to the Gereral Assenbly in 1979, at the request of the tnte:naéi,onal
Association of University Rectors, with more than 600 members, who met at the |
University for Peace, with headguazters in my country, to hold one of its triennial
meetings. That Associatiocn asked my Government to introduce the proposal that
there should be proclaimed an International Day of Pezce and an International Year

of Peace. My Government welcomed the idea and acceded to the Association's request.
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On behalf of Costa Rica, I should like to express gratitude to the many

) delegations from all regions for the welcome they gave this idea and for their

support and co-operation, which made it possible for it to be translated into
reality, despite certain difficulties. It was not easy to convince those who
congidered the issue to be uﬁnecessaty and utopian. Now we see that it is
sometimes worth supporting utopian ideas because they can become genuine sources of
hope and a goal towards which mankind can work, taking the path of co~operation and
dialogue, in order to achieve stable and lasting peace. If peace is to be real and
prosper, cectain elements are vital to it: freedom and justice, social and
economic development, disarmament, respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms, preparation for life in peace, ecological balance, protection of the
environment and improvement of the cuality of life.

it is heartening to note how education from the primary level to the highest,

university level has played a dominant role in the development of activities

envisaged in the prc3jramme of the International Year of Peace and subsequent years.
It was thogse activities that in 1987 prompted my delegation, together with a large
group of other delegations, to propose that the Secretary-General be requested to
present a report on the achievements of the Year. We all have this report before
us and can appreciate its content, which confirms our conviction that the
International Year of Peace was not simply a celebration but an opportunity to
think and act creatively and systematically to strengthen the United Nations in
fulfilling its purpeses.

I should like now to refer to one of the other achievements of the Year. &As
representatives will have noted, my delegation has circulated an information paper
on the fact that Costa Rica «as the headauatﬁers for a conference organized by the

University for Peace, with the co-operation of my Govermment, as one of the

L
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activities inspired by the Year. That Conference, the Conference in Search of the
True Meaning of Peace, adopted the Declaration on Human Respon'sibuities for Peace
and Sustainable Development was adopted.

As mentioned in the explanatory part of the paper presented by my dslegation
H;d distributed as an annex to document A/44/626, dated 11 October 1989, persons of
different creeds, political orientation and professional training took part in the
Conference and decided to take action th~nt would have a cumulative impact. Thus
they drafted the :j:eement entitled "Declaration of Human Responsibiiities for
Peace and Sustainable Development”, which was adopted enthusiastically by the
participanta in the Confer.ence.

The President of Costa Rica accepted the Conference's request that he
introduce that Peclaration in the General Assembly of the United Rations during its
forty-fourth session. He acceded to that request and has done so under item 21,
"Achievemsnts of the International Year of Peace".

My delegation wishes to stress that the Declaration contains principles and
stateaentﬁ which have already been included in many resolutions adopted hy the
General Assgenbly at its various sessions. These resolutions are indicated in a
footnote in eﬁch case.

We wish to stress that the principle that inspited the Declaration involves an
ethical approach applicablé to every philosophy, religion or belief, or ideclogy.
It highlights one great truth, namely, the responsibility of the human individual
for nfe. for the society, in the framework of his c.ommunity and, beycnd that, in
tha sphere of the world communitysy the principle of interdependence from the
individual point of view, among human beings, and of the international

interdependence of States.
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My delegation would like to take this opportunity to introduce the draft
resclutions on this item.

I begir with the one entitled "Achievements of the International Year of
Peace™ (A/44/L.15).

In its preambular part the General Assenbly recalls the resolutions adopted
solemnly proclaiming 1986 the Intornational Year of Peace, approving the programie
for its commemoration and cequesting the report that we now have before us. It
recognizes that the efforts of Memher States and non-governmental organizations
have inspired & dialogue among nations, peoples and persons, and, in particular,
the gtrengthening of the United Nations as an instrument of peace. It welcomes the
positive change in the international political climate from confrontation to
co-operation, understanding among States, the pursuit of dialogue and the peacaful
gsettlement of disputes or conflicts both of long standing and of recent date.

In 6petative paragraph 1 the General Assembly notes with appreciation the
report submitted by the Secretary-General in accordance with resolution 42/13, ard
in operative paragraph 2 it expresses its satisfaction at the activities which have
taken place since the proclmation of the International Year of Peace. In operative
paragraph 3 the General Assembly recognizes the important contribution of the '
International Year of Peace and supports the efforts made by the international
community in caevrying ocut activities designed to strengthen the United Nations as
an instrument of peace and to focus on the hasic elemesnts of peace.

In operative paragraph 4 the General Aasembly commends the Seccetary-General's
initiative in placing greater emphasis each year on the observance, on the third
Tuesday of September, of the International Day of Pasce, eatablished by General
Assenbly resolution 36/67, as a reminder that the Asserbly meets every year at that

time to work for psace.
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With regard to this paragraph, I should like to racall that the emphasis
placed on the holding of the International Day of Peace has increased with the
passing of time. When it was commemorated at the beginning of the forty-fourth
session of the General Assembly the celebration began on the morning of
19 September in the Gerieral Asseambly Hall with a programme broadcast by satellite
in which, alongside such eminent personalities as Presicdant Oscar Arias of Costa
Ricas the Prime Minister of Japan, Mr. Toshjki Kaifu and Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland
of Nozway, students from the Soviet Union, the United States, Costa Rica and other
countries t’oqklvm:t. The Heads of Stata or Government began the programme with
putqhents related to the Day and the students expressed their interest in the
initiatives concerning the promotion 0¥ peace and protection of the environment and
ecology. These lstudents ranged in age from 8 to 19 years. They also demonstrated
their artistic talents with dancing and beautiful singing. One song that was
particularly noted said "Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me®,

A tribute was also paid to many spacialized agencies of the United Nations for
their efforts in carrying out the activities scheduled in connection with the Year.
in operative paragraph 5 the General Assembly emphasizes the importance of

education for peace, especially at the primary and secondary levels, and expresses

‘satigtaction at its inclusion in many education and teacher-training programmes

that have been launched and have received favourable evaluations. In operative
paragraph 6 the Asgembly urges all those interested in the promotion of the goals
of the International Year of Peace to support the programmes of the United Nations
Paace Study Unit by making voluntary - I stress, voluntary - contributions to the
Trust Fund for the Prowotion of Peace. Obviously this has no financial

implications for the regular budget of the Organizastion.
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In oparative paragraph 7 Member States, non-governmental organizations and the
world compunity are urged to persevere in these sfforts, developing initiatives
conducive o the objectives of the Year.

lastly, in operative paragraph 8, the General Asscmbly tequests the
Secretary-Ceneral to invite Member States and interested organizations to inform
the Secretaciat of their activities and initiatives in pursuit of those ends, and
to submit to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session a report on the
development of programmes and activities to promote peace in the world, under an

item entitled "Programmes and activities to promote peace in the world"”.

Al G LAl ubr 3 £
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The reason we are not using the same title for the craft resolution we are now
introducing is that the International Year of Peace has fulfilled its purpese and
itg achievements have been abundantly demonstrated. It has generated activities
and programmes which cannot he ignored. Now that we have the programmes,
initiatives and activities for the promotion of peace throughout the worlid, we are
convinced that this subject will give guidance and meaning to what the United
Nations, in its role as focal point, will be doing in co~operation of Member
States, non-governmental organizations and the world community. For this reason my
delegation and those who have honoured us by becoming co-sponsors in this endeavour
would greatly appreciate it if the Asserbly in its wisdom decided %o adopt this
draft resolution without a vote.

With respect to the draft resolution entitled "Declaration of Human
Responsibilities for Peace and Sustainable Development™, which appears in docudent
A/44/L.16 and which my delegation is intrcducing for the consideration of the
Assembly, we hope that it will also be favourably received by delegationa. The
draft consists of two preambular paragraphs, which take note of the
Secretary-General's report axd recognize that one of the important achievements of
the Year was that activities to promote peace took place at scientific institutions
and centres of learning. We are thinking here of the University for Peace,
established iy resolution 35/55 of 5 December 1980, which determined that its
headauarters would be in Costa Rica. Tre first operative paragraph expresses
satisfaction at the holding of the Confecrence in search of the true meaning of
peace) the second takes note with appreciation of the "peclarztion of Human
Responsibility for Peace and Sustainabhle Development”, indicating that it is

included as an annex to the draft.

I
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My delegation trusts that this draft gesolution too will be favourably
received by the General Assesbly and be adopted without a vote.

lowever, we have been requested to ask for a postponement of the voting on
draft resolution A/44/5.16 in order to give delegations that have not yet seen the
background document (A/44/626), which my delegaticn distributed on 11 Octoder 1389,
time to consicer it.

T turn now to draft resolution A/44/L.15, “Achievements of the Internaticaal
Ymar of Peace”. In order to meet the requirements for the submission of araft
geoolutions, my delegation deposited the text of that draft with the Secretariat on
19 October, at .6 p.m. 1t was dated 16 October and bore the signatures of
38 co-sponsors: Antigua and Barbuda. the Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Cameroofi,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cote d'ivoire, Chile, Cyprus, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Fiji, Grenada, Guatemsla, Honduras, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Papua Wew Guines, Paraguay, Peru, philippires, Romania,
Saint Lucia. Samoa, Sierra leone, Singapore, Srl Lanka, Thailand, Togo, Ukrainian
Soviet Socizlist Republic, Uruguay and Yugoslavia. I am pleased to announce that
the German Democratic Republic, Guyana, Poland and Suriname have since become
sponsors too. The tsxt had been widely circulated hefore being deposited with the
Secretariat, and delegations had an opportunity to transmit suggestions or
comments.

It was not until 4.30 p.m. Friday, 20 October, that one group of delegations
suggested that we should make 2 change in opera tive paragraph 8, which

"Requests the Secretary-laneral ... to submit a repo:t ese 0N the developrent

of programmes and activities i promote peace in the world, under an item

entitled 'Programmes and activities to promote peace in the world'"

(A/44/L.15) .

T R
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It has been suggested that that title should be replaced by "Achisvements of the
Internaticnal Year of Peace”. We, of course, have no cbjecticn.

For all of the reasons that I adduced in submitting this draft resoluticn, and
regardless of the titie decided upon -~ that of the item or the formulation I am now
proposing - which I deem more suitable ~ we ought to raflect the impetus, tha fresh
activities and the programmea that have been generated by the International Year of
Peace. It would be illogical not to promote the activities of the international
community., whether through the United Nations itself, through the Peace Studies
Unit, or theorgh the 400 non-governmental organizations and academic institutions
thtoughout the world. In paragraphs 3 to 7 of his report (A/44/615) the
Secretary~General prascnts a full picture of the activities and events that have
taken place since 1986 and those that are scheduied to take piace.

The international commupity, at all levels, has responded enthusiastically and
promoted the goals of the International Year of Feace. How can we now hold back
international enthusiasm for that Year and say: "That's enoughj; the Year is behind
usy there is nothing left to be said™?

After consulting with all of the co-sponsors that we could reach yesterday -
we had no other opportunity to do so because of the short tinme available to us - my
delegation concluded that such an attitude would not be in keeping with the
purposes of the United Naticns, notably that of 'pmmting and maintaining peace.

Thersfore, I cordialiy urge those delegations that have requested us to have
paragraph 8 read "Achievements of the International Year of Peace” =~ which would be
a retrogression - instead of "Programmes and activities to promote peace in the
world®” = which is synonymous with progress, and with mobilizing the efforts of

States, institutions of learning, non-governrmental organizationa and individuals -
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to tske a constructive and conciliatory approach to the adpticn of dzafe
reaoclution A/44/L.15 without ann&mt and without a vote.

The FRESIDENT: I would like to infora Hemburs that, as suggested Ly the
representative of Costa Rica, in tha light of the cegquest of some dslagations,
acticn on draft - .solution A/44/L.16 will be taken at a later dats, tS be anncwined.

Mr. ADJOYI (Togo) (intecpretation from Freach)s In deciding to speak on
agenda item 21, entitled "Achievements of the internationsl Yeor of Peace®, Ay
delegation wished to express once again Togo's devotion to peace, the conatant
search for which is indeed the Arisdne thread of my Governient ‘s domestic a4

foreign policy.
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Since taking power, His Excellency General Gnassinghé Eyadéma,
President-Foundet ©Of the Rally of the Togolese People and President of the
Repubiic - whom everyhody calls the apostle of peace — has spared nc sifort to make
Togo a haven of peace, in the belief that economic and social development is not
possible uniess therc is peace at home and abrcad. The President-Founder's
application of the principles of good-neighbourliness, dialogue and the peaceful
settlement of disputes illustrates very clearly his acute awareness of the
interdependence of States, of the common fate of all mankind, and of the need for
all peoples to live in peace. The activities by our Head of State in the areas of
mediation and reconciliation in corder to settle conflicts in our region and
elsewhere in the world, and the Togolese Government 's attempts to strengthen
subregional, regional and international co-operation also attest to my country's
belief in peace.

Also important are the many seminars, meetings and conferences on peace,
disarmament and development that are held in Lomé, which has the honour of hosting
the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Dlsarmament in Africa. Two years
ago the Peace Messenger award was given to the capital of Togo. That is eloauent
proof of United Nations recognition of the role played by Togo in promoting peace.
Giving the award to Lomé will encourage greater efforts towards peace in the
world.

The General Assembly, in declaring 1986 the International Year of Peace,
wanted to encourage peoples and States to build a pociety of peace, freedom and
justice. The declaration was also an effort to stimulate greater action in support
of peace, security, international co-operation, the settlement of disputes hy
peaceful means, and the strengthening of the role of the Organization as an

instrument for peace.
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¥When one hears peace mentioned in a country or a region, one usually
concludes - hastily ~ that there is no conflict or war in that zone. But peace is
not simply the absence of war. Can one really talk of peace when the aword of
Damocles of nuclear bombs is still hanging over us? Can one really speak of peace
in & country or a region wvhere men, women and children do not have enough to eat
and cannot clothe themselves or find shelter? Can one really speak of peace where
there is no respect for human rights? Peace implies a world without nuclear
weapons, a world without domination, a world without discrimination, a world
without injustice, a worid without cverwheiming economic and social problems, a
worid with a healthy environment.

The Yamoussoukro Declaration, which was adopted in Cite d°Ivoire, at the
International Congreas on Peace in the Minds of Men, convened on the initiative of
the United Nations Bducatioral, Scientific and Cultural Organizstion {UNESCO), and
held from 26 June to 1 July 1989, statess

"peace is basically cespect for life. Peace is mankind's most valuable

asset. Peace is more than the end of armed conflicts. Peace is a way of

behaving. Peace is a deep belief by the human being in the principles of

freedom, justice, equality and solidarity between all human beings. Peace is

also harmony between mankind and the enviroanment.”
The Yamoussoukro Declaration contains also a programme for peace. With a view to
having thic programme carrcied out; the Congress called on all States,
intergcvernmental and non-goavernmental organizations, scientific, educational and
cultural communities throughout the world and individuals to help construct a new
vision of peace by developing a cultuce of peace based on universal ‘values. ;espect
for iife, freadom, justice, sclidsrity, tolerance, human righte and equality

betveen women ad men and to become more aware of the cComson future of mankind so




e

AB/ck A/44/PV. 37
18-20

(e, Adjoyi, Togo)

as to encourage common policies that wiil ensure justice in relationships between
human beings and harmony between mankind and nature,

Tha Yamouasoukro meeting was cne of the very impressive achievements of the
Internaticnal Year of keace. There were many other activities and conferencas,
organized by Governments, international, governmental and non-governmental
ovganizations, private associaticna, trade unions and individuvals - often under the
auspices of the United Nations - to reflect about peace, to increase awareness of
its true significance and to advocate action tO secure peace on Earth soon. The
delegation of Togo commends all those who organizad these meetings. UWe welcone
their ressclve to continue their work.

I uanﬁ te mention also the Conference in Seazch of the True Me2aning of Peace

held in San Jose, Costa Rica, from 25 to 30 June 1989.
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The Conference adopted a very important Declaration of Human Rasponsibilities
for Peace and Sustainable Development. The content of the preamble to the
Declaration, chapter I, on the unity of the world, chapter IIk, on the unity of the
human family, chapter III, on the alternatives facing mankind and universal
responsibility, and chapter IV, on reorientation towards peace and suatainable
dsvelopment, deserve consideration and action by all those who truly aspire to
psace.

I should like to share with delegations my feelings on article 7 of the
Declaration, which reads as followss

"0f all living creatures, human beings have the unique capacity to decide
consciously whether they are protecting or harming the quality and conditions
of 1ife on Earth. In reflecting on the fact that they belong to the natural
world and occupy a special position as participants in the evolution of
natucal proceases, people can develop., on the basis of selflessness,

compass ion and love, a sense of universal responsibility towards the world as

an integral whole, towards the protection of nature and the promotion of the

highest potential for change, with 2 view to creating those conditions which

will enable them to achieve the highest level of spiritual and material

well-being." (A/44/626, p. 7)

If, just as we are - big or gmall, white or black, rich or poor - we oould
meditate on article 7 and become more aware of the fact that the world is & whole
based primarily on love, mankind would have tzken a giant step towards peace. The
believers, those with a religion, know the virtues of love. If every man's heart
could heat to the rhythm of love, the world would be rid of most of the evils that
prevent us from living in peace.

Once we have undecstood why we are on this earth, once we have givan

sufficient thought to the weaning of selflessness, compassion and love - in other
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words, once we have managed to rid ourselves of selfishness and have become
tolerant = all the conditions will have been met for a world of peace to come, in
which everyone will be guaranteed material and spiritual well-being.

Another important event that occurred during the International Year of Peace
was the meeting held on the sumait of Mount Abu at the international headquarters
of the Brazhma~Xumaris in Rajasthan, India, from 8 to il February i989. At that
meeting a programme of action and a declaration were adopted. Unfortunately, that
document, which ny delegation deems very constructive, is not available in French.
It would be a good idea for the United Nations Secretariat to distribute the text
of the declaration in PFrench and all the other official languages of the United
Nations.

It is not possible for us to describe all the events that occurred as part of
the International Year of Peace; they were mnany and varied and tock place in every
continent. All this means that the international community now has a clearer
understanding of the need to live in a world of peace.

The détente currently prevailing in international political relations confirms
everybody's resolve to overcome the ohstacles preventing mankind from attaining
peace. We pay a tribute to the paramount role of the United Nations, whose basic
vocation is the maintenance of international peace and security.

On behalf of the Government of Togo, I wish to reaffirm that we encourage and
support the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, in his tireless
effor&s. whether in Africa, Asia, Iatin Meriu or Burope, to bring about a
settlement of the problems that interfere or could interfere with peace in those
regions.

Can the achievements of the International Year of Peace lead us to conclude
that the world is on the threshold of peace? Perhaps not yet for, even if there

are grounde for hope, there is stiil much to be done, We must continue to struggle
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to establish all the appropriate conditions for the advent of peace throughout the
world. In that spirit, Togo is a sponsor of the draft resolution introduced by
Costa Rica on the achievements of the International Yesr of Peace, which,
inter alia, urges all of us to continue our work within the context of the
International Year of Peace.

All efforts to attain our goal must be encouraged, in the hope that the time
will come when, because of the commitment of each and every one of us, nobody will
any longer speak of war, racism and poverty, but only of peace. Iet us continue to

believe that on the threshold of the twenty-first century peace is within our gcasp.

Mcs. MENZHERES (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from
Russian): It is very symbolic that the International Year of Peace was proclaimed
on the day of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations. Today we can say

that the enthusiasm 2nd expectations of the internationsl community were fully

~ justified. The proclamation of the Year reflected primarily the community's

growing concern over the fate of civilization on earth.
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The desire to find a solutiocn to ensure the survival of the human race, to lay

soclid foundations to achieve that goal and to creverse the process of material

preparations for nuclear annihiiation - all that is contained in the Proclamation

of the International Year of Peace. The Proclamation established the basis for the

International Year of Peace as a glcbal programme designed to ensure support and
participation by all Governments, acadeamic institutions, governmental and
ncn~governmental organizations, public associations and individuals.

The response to the Programme of the Year reflected the growing aspiration of
peoples for peace. Strengthening peace, halting the arms racs, pt#cucal measures
of disarmament - those are tasks that cannot he settled in a single year. That is
why the General Assembly decided to mobilize a broad range of the world community
for continuing support for activities that were started in the Year, in order to
achieve its lofty goals.

One of the main points of the Programma of the International Year of Peace,
which was adopted by the General Assembly in resclution 40/10 of 11 November 1985,
was an appeal to think about peace and to take actien. Now, thanks to &ll people
working together who are concerned abocut the survival and progress of mankind, and
thanks to large- and small-scale actions, the icebergs of hostility are beginning
to melt and non-military methods of settling international disputes and achieving
international security are being strengthened.

We intend eo'do our bit to support this trend. As was noted by the Chairman
of the Council of Ministers of the Ukxrainiazn SSR, Mr. Masol, in his addressz ®
pacticipants in the United Nations seminar on multilateral aspectes of strengthening

trust and preventing war, which was held in Kiev last months
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"The Government and the people of Soviet Ukraine welcome and support
changes in the international political arena leading to the disappeazance of
hostility and distrust and to the elimination of nuciear, chemical and other
arsenals of warfare,."

Measures within the International Year cf Peace that have gone beyond the
chronological limits of that Year help to step up States' activities, and those of
international and national organizationz, in the interests of strengthening peace
and co-operation; that is why we support such actions., There are new forums for
p2ace and education for peace, and advocates of peace in the Ukraine regularly
pecticipate in international seminare and round tables, walks and relay races for
peace, at home and abrosad. Recently, there was a Soviet-American walk for peace.
Participants adopted a joint appeal to Mikhail Gorbachev and Gecrge Bush, calling
for disarmament and for a just and mon-violent vworld. The Soviet and American
walkers said:

"We appeal to you to curb the nuclear-arme race, halt nuclear teating and
ban chemical weapons. We wish you every success in your forthcoming meeting
which will open up Prospects for a safer world where peoples and individuals
can live in harmony with nature."

The voice of peoples’ diplomacy is todasy being heard more clearly and the
International Year of Peace deserves some credit for this.

Ensuring peace and security on & comprehensive basis involving all States and
all aspects of their interrelationships will be all the wore succesaful if the
international community acts together. An important contribution could be made by
international forums, primarily such a universal body of multilateral co-oparation
88 the United Nationz. Achievements of the Year have shown that the United Nations
has enormous potential to stimulate and co~ordinate'actionn by States and

Govarnments and international organizations and ingtitutions.
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An important role in ensuring that the ideals and goals of the International
Year of Peace will be pursusd world wide was played by the United Nations
Secretery-Genezal, who made a major contribution to the Programme of the Year, with
the help of the seczetariat of the International Year of Peace.

We can only welcome the closer co-operation between the United Nations and
scientific centres and non-governmental organizations with a view to attaining the
goals of the Internatioral Year of Peace.

In summing up the achievenents of the International Year of Peace at its
forty-second session, the General Assembiy expressed the hope that the ideals and
objaectives of the Year would stimulate concerted action during the closing years of
this century and called for continued efforts to that end. Our delegation fully
shates the view that the Goals and tasks of the International Year of Peace ate of
paramount significance, and we advocate the continuation of activities and prcjects
begun during the Year. We also call for new steps to attain the ideals of the
Year. We thus support the draft resolution now before the Genaral Assemblys
inao;d. wa are one of its epon-brs. i

It is necessary to praserve and continue activities begun Auring the Year and
to focus on practical actions. The noble slogan of the Year, "TO preserve peace
and the future of mankind®", must serve as a guide for United Natione activities
ovar coming yzars. We helieve in what is said-in operative paragraph 7 of draft
resui:tion A/44/5.15, namely, that we uzges

"Momber States ... to perzevere in these efforts ... and to join the United

Nations in its ncble purpose of ensuring that humanity reaches the threshold

pt the twenty~-first centuzy in the full enjoyment of a stable and lasting

peace”.
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Me. PAWLAKR (Pulandj: This year marks the fiftieth annivecsary of the

outbreak of the Second World War. Poland was the first victim of that war. while
war brought great suffering to millions of people, in the words of the
Secretary-General in his report on the work of the Organization:

"The havoc it wrought moved all the then sovereign States to join and make a

radical new departure in international relations. At the conclusion of the

war, they founded the United Nations to give peace a more gecure foundation.®

(A/44/1, p. 2)

On ) and 2 september this year the Conference of the World Unicn of Cities of
Peace and the "Peace Messenger® cities was held in Warsaw. The participanta of the
Conference rededicated themselves to the idea of a future without wars, a peaceful
future.

The fiftieth anniversary of the Second World War was also evoked in the
Declaration of the Meeting of the Ministers of FPoreign Affairs of the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries held at The Hague from 26 to 29 June 1989 on the topic "Peace
and‘the rule of law in international relations®. The participants in the Meeting:

"solemnly pledge to use the next decade to realize the hope for a peaceful

world with justice for aill". (A/44/191, p. 3)

TwO years agc when the Internationgl Year of Peace was Qiscussed at the
General Assembly my delegation expressed the hope that the Year of Peace could be

transformed into an everlasting era of peace.



. Ni/bg A/44/PV. 37
3

(Mr. Pawlak, Poland)

We are happy to note that cur discussion today is taking place in a more
relaxed atmoephere, influenced by positive changes in internaticnal relations.
Détente, the development of international contacts and improved relations hetween
the global Powers are conducive to activating various forces in the intecest of
peace, irrespective of their convictions and world outlook. An important place in
those efforts falls to the United Nations. That is why Poland attaches great
significance to the strengthening of the United Nations efforts in the promotion of
peace. In this regard we support the notion that the role of the Organization
should be expanded from peace-keeping to peace-making and peace-building.

The International Year of Peace provided an important stimulus for a wide
variety of activities in favour of peace. Moreover, the observance of the Year
demonstrated that people in many countries around the world are deeply intecrested
in working together with the United Nations for the promotion of peace. The report
of the Secretary-General (A/44/615) on the achievements of the International Year
of Peace underlines the fact that in the period from 1987 to 1989 not only were
these efforts continued but many new peace-oriented initiatives and projects were
undertaken.

Special recognition ghould be given to the many non-governkental organizations
and academic and other institutions which, through various activities involving
people at the grass-roota level, contributed greatly to fostearing international
understanding, mutual trust and co-operation.

There has been growing awareness in the world that persistent and systematic
efforts are nceded to build global peace and that real progress in this regard can
be achieved oniy through the common endsavours of Governments, non~governmental

organizations and concerned groups or individuals.
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In our view this positive development clearly indicates that the promotion of
pPeace must be continued and should be cegarded as a long-term cffort of the United
Nations. Our world Organization provides a unique forum for harmonizing the
different interests and actions of Member States for the comaon purpose of ascuring
peace for all of them, Further efforts are also needed to zirengthen co-operation
and exchange of information between the United Nations and the non=-governmental
community on peace-related issues,

The attainment of stable and lasting peace is the pacamount objective of
Poland's foreign policy. It has been reflected in numercus Polish initiatives
aimed at the strengthening of peace and international secuctity. The most recent
manifestation of this policy is the Jarnzelski Flan for decreasing armaments and
increasing confidence in Central Europe.

As stated in the general debate at this session of the General Asgsexbly by the
Polish Poreign Minister, Prof. Krzysatot Skubiszewskis

"Poland will do its best to maintain peace, freedom znd good-neighbourly

co-operation in Europe.® (A/44/PV.4, p. 78)

The traditional support of the Polish people for the cause of peace is also
reflected in a wide range of activities by non-governmental organizations, in
particular in tie field of peace education and peace research. For their
contribution to the promotion of peace several Polish organizations have been
designated by the Secretary-General Peace Messengers. During his visit to Warsaw
in April of this year the Secretary~General attended the final session of an
international seminar on decreasing the risk of war organized by one of those
organizations, the Polish Peace Research Council.

Important changes now taking place in Poland were alsn reflected in the

creation of the Polish Peace Coalition. The Coalition provides a veey broad
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platform of communication and co-operation among various peace Rovements, groups,
churches and individuals concerned with the issues of peace, security, disarmament,
environment and human rights,
In this spirit we are pleased to join the sponsors of draft resclution
A/44/L.15, which has been intrcduced by the delegation of Costa Rica.

Mr. BEIONDECOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

Russian)s Pirst of all, I must say how pleased I am by the decision to discuss at
this session of the General Assembly the question cf the achievements of the
International Year of Peace, and that this is being done on United Mations Day.
This is a striking, excellent and very symbolic coincidence.

In 19f< the General Assembly adopted the Proclamation of the International
Year of Peace, which was intended to give a new impetus to thinking and actions in
the interest of peace. The zdoption of the Proclamation demonstrated the general
feeling of the international community about the need to take wide-ranging,
practical steps to ensure a positive breakthrough towards peace.

The fact that we are discussing once again the question of the achievements of
the Internaticnal Year of Peace shows clearly how significant and timely this was
and how it has affected the ethical and political atmosphere in favour of peace,
the strengthening of trust, and the establishment of compcehensive co-operation
among peoples. The various activities have encouraged States and international and
national social organizationa to take steps to strengthen international peace and
security, to develop co-operation and to settle conflic:s by political means, as
well as to enhance the effectiveness of the United Mations as an instrument of
peace.

This i8 particularly significant beczuse the world is todsy at a critical

juncture. It is our common task to preserve and strengthen this new atmosphere, in
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which, after many years of disenchantment and futile conlzeontation, we can now see
the clear outline of a new era of international relations in a time of peace; and g
new trust has been established in inter-State relations. There is a growing
awazeness of the priority that must be given to comwon human values as an impoctant
factor in ensuring peaceful development and bringing us clcser to the time when the
dogma of confrontation will cease tc exist.

It is a question of building 2 new world that is demilitarized, non=-violsnt
and free from the heritage of the cold war, and in which openness, a balance of
interests and freedom of choice will hecome a real alternative to mutual distrust
and fear. There is a growing awareness throughout the world of the need %0 shift
to g basically new concept of ensuring security, besed primarily on political
means. In this connection, we cannot fafl to express our agreement with the
statement by Mr. Acias, the President of Costa Rica - the country that initiated
this item - that the threat of war in many areas is being replaced by the

possibility of peace.
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It would be in the intercsts of all States to ensure fuller and more
comprehensive exploration of the peace-making potential of the United Nations, a
unique international forum where the threads of the responsibilities of States for
the future of mankind all come tcgether and are interwoven as wa struggle to ensuce
the survival of our civilization. We believe this gcal would be supported by a
broader political dialogue in the United Nations on a comprehensive approach to
ensuring international peace and security.

Recently there has been an unblocking of many regional conflicts through the
use of the potential of thes United Nations. Here in the forefront we can see more
clearly the task cf shifting from crisis diplomacy to preventive diplomacy. Guided
by the desire to achieve quickly practical .applicatim cf the preventive functions
of the Un:lteti Nations, the delegation of the USSR has submitted a memorandum on
this item for consd;aration in the international community. We are willing to
discuss any prcposals to anhance t!'ge rcle of the United Nations as a neutralizer of
the challenges to peace, international security and stability. As was emphasized
yesterday in the statement made on 23 October by the Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the USSR, Mr. Shevardnadze, at a meeting of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR,

"In our proposal for this future peace organization, we attach great

importance to the main role of the United Nations and other international

institutions. We have made a breakthrough in thinking, and priority for
common human values is now assumed, as is priority for world-wide
institutions."

Hae alezo said that

"... cOmmon human values are not just an abstractionsy they exist and cannot be

interpreted in an arbitrary or selective mannecr."

Here the guidance for us all should be the universally recognized inatruments,

primacily the United Naticns Charter and Geclaratiocns, treaties, conventions and
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resclutions adopted by the United Nations. The promotion of the disszmination of

these documents is cne of the tasks on the ‘p:ogza:sa'.’:e for the Intet_national Year of

Peace.

Real concern cver the future of the world imbues the message of the First
Cengregs cf éhe Pecples' Deputies of the USSR to the peoples of the planet. This
message to the peoples of the planet contains an appeal to the world comunity to
do everything possible to achieve a greater exchange cf ideas and people and of
cultural and spiritual values, as well as contacts and dialogue at all levels and
 in all areas, so that together we can seek and £ind compronise golutions that will
preserve pesce on Earth,

Developments in this field are accelerating in a number of States in the
world. B major contribution to the attairment of the ideals of the Internaticnal
Year of Peace has been made by Scviet parliamentarians and social ozganizations,
young people, women aad religious and artists' organizations. On their initiative,
and with the participation of people from other countries, a number of activitias
relating to the theme of the International Year of Peace have been cacried out in
many cities in the Scviet Union.

A major annual event in the education of Soviet ycung people ie the peacé
ieagons - promoted by the International Year of Peace - which are given In
educational establishments in the USSR. The draft resolution emphasizing the task
of educating the coming generations in the spirit of peace is very important, in
our view.

In the Soviet Union we are interested in ensuring that the accumuiated
experience of the International Year of Peace will make a positive contribution to
the strengthening of peace and mutual understanding between peoples and to
increasing the activities of States and international and naticnal.public
organizations, aimed at consolidating security in all aress and developing

co-operation.
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We also believe that it would be worth while to establish closer relations
between the United Nations and authoritative scientific and social centres and
organizations. We believe that the noble goals and ideals of the Year have not
become irrelevant. Accordingly, the Saviet Unjon supports the idea of having tha
item considered in the CGeneral Assembly regularly, every two years. WUWe bhelieve
that one aim of that consideration would be to strengthen and develop everything of
positive asignificance that had been done in previo's years and to unite the
political will of the participants in the international community and, as we enter
the twenty-first century, to strengthen efforts to implement the lofty goals of the
United Nations and the International Year of Peace.

Mr. REBSE (Australia): The International Year of Peace in 1986, based on
an initiative by Costa Rica, was strongly supported by the Government and people of
Austral ia.

The programme for the Inteecnational Year of Peace had the following
objectiveg: to stimulate action in the promotion of peace, international security

and co-operation, and the resolution of conflict by peaceful meanss to strendthen

' the United Nations as an instrument for peace; and to focus attention on the bssic

requirements of peace, in particular problems of development, disarmament, human
rights, human needs and the preparation for life in peace,

Australia strongly supported all of those objectives. This support was in
keeping with the high priority acccrded ~ and which coatinues to be accorded - by
the Australian Government tc peace and disarmament issues., The International Year
of Peace was seen a8 an occasion to reaffirm Austealia’s support for the United

Nations and its work for world peace.
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In conformity with this commitment, the Auvstralian Government allocated in
excess of $3 million to the International Year of Deace (IYP) programme in
Australia. An IVP secretariat was established in the Department of Foreign Affairs
and a prominent community representative on peace issues, Ms, Stella Cornelius, was
appointed Director of the Programse. The Foreign Minister of Australia at that
time, Mr. Hayden, also appointed s National Consultative Committee on Peace and
Disacmament, which included representatives of a vide zange of comrmunity
organizations.

The focus in Australia of the IYP was directed in three different wayss an
infocmation and advertising campaigns a programme of special government projects
and a system of grants on IYP projects to the community. The information and
advertising campaign emphasized the need for steps in the right direction towards
the achievement of general and complete disarmament. It circulated gome 20,000
peace kits to members of the conmuinity and celevant ozganizationa. '

The Government projects for the IYP were broad ranging, covering projects ons
& South Pacific nuclear~free zonej training for aboriginal unemployed; a workshop
on seismic verification of nuclear testings; tree-planting programmes in developing
countriess nuclear winter research; and an Australian pesce coin and peace awards.

The community participation in the IYP in Australia was remarkably
enthusiastic. Eleven hundred requests for grants from individuale and
organizations planning projects for the IYP were submitted, The Federal Government
and State Governments of Australia funded many of these while many other projects

were successfully mounted without financial aseistance feom the Covernment.
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All that is evidence of Australia's active intecest in the pursuit of peace
and disarmament, hoth nationally and in the international arena.

During the International Year of Peace and since, Australia has continued to
push for progress in this area. Australia is actively involved in many forums, and
in bilateral and multilateral discussiona, in promoting progress in the following
areas: a comprehensive test-ban treatys; elimination of nuclear wespons; nuclear
non-proliferation; chemical weaponsy conventional weapons; arms transferss and the

South Pacific nuclear-free zone, now known as the Treaty of Rarotonga.

|
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Although three years have passed since the conclusion of the International
Year of Peace - and indeed one might say three remarkable years - we are still sone

way feom the achievement of the objee'tives I teferred to at the opening of my

statement.

However, we all welcome the positive development that we have gseen in the
intervening period. When Stella Cornelius, t:he' Director of our International Year
of Peace programme drew her conclusions at the end of 1986 she gaids

*"mhe International Year of Peace may well go down in history as the moment

when the peace process was claimed by ‘us the people'. We have shown that we

have the power. We have shown that we know the way. Together we can make it
happen.”

Look ing ;now. three years down the track, at disarmament and arms limitation

negotiations in train on certain vital issues and at the renaissance of the United

Nations with respect to peace-making and peace-keeping activities, it is perhaps
possible to say that the people power of the International Year of Peace was
clearly heard.

We spoke in 1986 of the International Year of Peace constituting "steps in the
right direction®™ towards disarmament because we understood, as most do here, the
difficulty of trying to move too fast towards our ultimate goal. What we do not
disagree ahout, however, is that our common goal is peace and that our efforts to

achieve it should not falter. There is movement now in the world, in the United

Mr. GURINOVICH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation

from Ruassian): Pecple have always been intereated in questions of war and peace,
and we have always advocated peace between peoples. There have always been forces

|
|
|
; Nations and in regional situations and this must be supported.
for peace and co-operation between individuals and peoples. There is the family,
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and there are local communities and public organizations bringing together the
forward-1cok ing sectors of societieg in their country‘s regions and the world as a
vhole. There are alsoc States and intergovernmental organizations, including the
United Nations.

Since the Soviet State was formed it has based its inter-State relations on
the ideals of peace, social justice and equal international co-operation and that
policy still holds good.

The General Assenbly's proclamation of 1986 as the International Year of Peace
was an important milestone in the efforts of the world community ¢o strengthen
Peace on earth. The achievements of the International Year of Peace were
determined to 2 significant exten‘tby the new political thinking and real
initiatives taken by a number of States. A major contribution was the proposal by
the Soviet Union of a comprehensive apprcach, based on the rule of law, to the
problems of internaticnal security and peace in all areas of inter-State
relations - military, political, economic, ecological, social, humanitazian and

. others.

It is also important that these lofty political ideas be backed vp by specific
actions. 1In a number of cases they have indeed been backed up by agreements
promoting the constru'ct:ionk of a nuclear-free and non-violent world, a world without
war and without weapons, a world of mutual understanding and co-operation. Among
thege I couid mention the process for eliminating United States and Soviet
intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles and the unilateral measures by the
USSR and other socialist countries to ceduce arms and armed forces; the Stockholm
and Vienna agreements as part of the all-Europeian process; documents by the
Non«-_'augned Movements many consensus declarations and resolutions of the United

T Nations) a stepping-up of and progrees made in bilateral talks; and efforts to
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settle regional conflicts and to restore' the United Nations as the multilateral
centre for agreeing on principles and practical activities by States in the
international arena.

The Byelorussian Soviet Sccialist Republic regards it as very proper that the
goals of the Intarnaticnal Year of Peace have not simply been filed away since the
end of the Year but, rather, live on and have been enriched by new activities by
governmental and public organizations. We are very gla@ that this item is being
discussed on United Nations Day and as we begin the Week of Action for Disarmament.

Today it is very appropriate once again to demonstrate our devotion to the
ideals of peace and disarmament and to express our resoive to attain the purposes
#d principles of the Charter of the United Nations. I ghould like to take this
opportunity, on United Nations Day, to congratulate the foundezs of the United
Nations and those that have become Members of it.

It is extremely important today that we should intensify our offorts and take
teal measures in the name of peace. We can never sit back and do nothing, even
vhen all international processes seem to he proceeding smoothly, for we all know
that the old stereotypes do not just walk off the political stage by themselves.

It is our common task in the Organization to create conditions that will ensure
that without exception all States and all common organizations are geared towards
comaon human priorities, to build comprehensive and equal security for all so that
any attempts to base security on a narrow, selfish basis, detrimental ©o the
security of others, will be done away with once and for all.

The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic has submitted to the United Naticns
detailed information on activities in ocur Republic in connection with the

International Year of Peace. These are desccibed in the report of the
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Secretary-Gansral but we feel that this information should be made more widely
available.

The Byelorussian Peace Defence Committee, which has units in all gegions and
cities of cur country and in some major entecprises, has been co-ordinating mass
movenments and activities of peace advocates. The Committee worke closely with the
Byelorussian unit of the Scviet Peace Fund, the Byelorussian Society of Frciendship
and Cultural Ties with Foreign Countries and the Byelorussian Cultural Fund, as
well as trade unicn and other public organizations. We are still developing our
activities in this field within the Republic and our contacts with foreign
partners. The United Mations Association which has been established in our
Rapublic is becoming involved in this work. We are grateful to the United Nations
for making the hero city of Minsk a Peace Messenger and for givingy the Peace
Messenger award to scme of our citizens. We think it is very desirable for the
activities of the United Hations Associations, contacts between twin cities, and
ecoromic, trade, scientific, cultural and sports ties between States to be directed
towards strengthening international peace and security, helping to solve cucrent

probleme of gecurity and co-cperation, and ensuring 2 decent life for people.
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The Department of Public Information could, we feel, devote more attention to
publicizing measures under programmes for the International Year of Peace. The
Byalorussian Soviet Socialist Repubiic supports the draft reaolutions before us,
and we believe that they can be adopted by consensus.

Mrs: - KODIKARA (Philippines): As in 1985 and 1987, at this time we are
again gathered in the name of peace so that peace and justice may shine eternal in
‘the hearts of men, not only in 1986, proclaimed the International Year of Peace,
but every year.

: I have personally listened intently to the many statements made in the general
debate by Foreign Ministers, Kings and other Heads of State and Prime Ministers.
The words and expressions of stability and less conflict from all these leaders are
atill resounding eloquently in my ears. I still hear them says:

"Mhe political climate has become invicoratings let us grad this chance
for peacey dialogue has regained its sttength'; f declogies are loeing their
emccional content; confrontation is now out of fashion, and ideological
confrontation is showing clesr signs of abating.”

Their voices vescunded hopes for peace:

“There is new understandings East and West are now listening carefullys
{irrecencilable opposition is being replaced by wmderstandings thece 13 now
leas gloom.”

Further still, these leaders reverberated optimism for the msintanance of

psace and less strife:
“qnere is now humanization and democratization; there are new approaches
to negotiationy there is now humanistic and mrtual relationss there ia now

more openness; the world wants something, not political ideologies®

among other similar poscitive daclarations.
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As for me, I look forward to more Wyomings) more meetings in Washington, in
Geneva or elsewheres more handshakesy more smiles at ona anotherp more sitting side
by sides more talks between the two super—Powers.

The President of the Assenbly himself saids

“Where hitherto there existed 3 climate of fear and matual suspicion, there is

now emerging an atmosphere of trust; where hitherto there existed unilateral

action in pursuit of narrow national interests, there now geem to be real
possibilities for a concerted approach in the interest of global and regional

peace." (A/44/PV.1l, P. 7)

Yee, the thaw in the super-Powergs® velations had an impact on certain regional
conflicts. Tensions have relaxed in certain areas which enabled the
Secretary-General to serve the cause of peace and stability with encouraging
success.

The Security Council and the Secretary-General have in many instances joined
h&xds in the discharge of the mandate of the Charter and that of the Securlity
Council, which is saddle¢ with i:he responsibility of seeking mutually accepted
means of peace. We look forward to more collaboration between the Security Council
and the Secretary~-General and the taking advantage of opportunities provided by the
existing invigorating climate. Indeed, the United Nations is steadily developing
or aaaei:ting its ability and capacity as a peaceiraking and peace-keeping
international Oégsnization.

Even in South Africa there have been reassuring indications lately. Given
appropr iate impetus, the global eca of peace is nearing. In lebanon the Security
Ceouncil and the Secretary-CGeneral have been working closely with the Governments
concerned towards a resolution of the civil war. The sitvation in Central America
has "considerably improved®, it is reported.

Behind the clouds the sun 18 shining.
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It has been said again and again that never, never was there a gond war.
Everything may be lost by warj; nothing is lost by peace.

Today we are reminded of the preamble to the United Nations Charter, which
erphisizes ocur determination - the determination of all Meaber States - to save
éucceeding generations from the scourge of war. It reaffirms our belief in the
dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of
nations large snd small. For these ends, therefore, the Charter emphasizes the
practice of justice, tolerance and .living together in peace ag neighboucs.

We gather every year to give meaning to efforts to give &ll nations wity,
peace and concord - not rancour. Therefore, on the agenda of this forty-fourth
session, as in other gessions before it, a number of items bearing the word *peace "
in their titles are considered. These are the items on the situation in
Afghanistsn and its implications for international peace and security; On a zone of
peace and co-operation in the South Atlantics on the situation in Centzal Americas
threats to inteznational peace and security and peace initiatives; an the question
of peace, stability and co-operation in South-East Asiaj) on armed Isrzeli g
aggression against Iraaqi installations and its grave consequences for the v ,
established international system concerning the peaceful uses of nuclear energy,
the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and international pesce and security.

On the agenda of the Firgt Committee are items on cegional centrec for peace
and Qisarmament in Africa, Asia and latin America and the Caribbsan. There are
also items on the implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone
of Peace, and on a comprehensive approach to strengthening intermational peace and
gecurity.

The fitems on international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space
and on a éomprehensive review of the whole guestion of peace-keeping operations in

all their aspects were also allocated to the Special Political Committes.
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Likewise, the Third Committee has its share: the item cn the participation of
women in promoting international peace and co-opezation. The Sixth Committee has
been entrusted with items on the pesceful settlement of disputes between States and
the draft code of crimes agaiﬁst the peace and gecurity oé manking.

The Uhttedluaeions 19 not found wanting in efforts for peace. Peace is our
work.

Still, there are other issuzs which ere directiy or 1ndirec§1y related to
peace: human rights, the implementation ot'ptcgrannas to éoahat racism and racial
discrimination, the elimination of ali forms of discrimination, the universal
realization of the right of pecpies to seltfdetaratnation and the granting of
independence to cclonial countries and pecples for the effective guarantee of human
tights, There is the itex on éocial progress amd many ®mofe parsmeters of the human
person.

The éutposes of the Charter include promoting respect for human rights without
distinction of any kind. fbt. ¥e again emphasize that no individuai ia inferior
or superior to any other individual. It is said of mans Pust thou art and to
dust thou shalt return”. This is not said of the souls for men are not superior
by reason of accident of race eor colours they ace supetio: who have the best
heart - thus the best brain. After all, thetalis go purity of racey there is but

one, loftier race, a new races the huaan'tace.
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Human rights - men and women's rights - are meaningless compared to the
greatest issue of all - nuclear war and survival. The right of people - the whole
creation - is imperilled by nuclear war. Therefore, other items of this session's
agenda 2re also being considered: general and complete disarmament, eatabliahnént
of nuclear-weapon-free zones, prohibi tion of new weapons of mass destruction, a
nuclear-arma freeze, arms limitation, prevention of an arms race, reduction of
military budgets, and test bans. These issues are premised on the belief that the
arms race is a curse on the human race, that disarmament is the shortest way to
gliobal peace.

On disarmament, the conclusion ang implementation of the Treaty between the
United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the
Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Hissvnes (INF) by the two
superpowers has already providad the impetus for further negotiations involving
nuclear and conventional weapons. We look forward to the reduction and elimination
of lethal weapons.

It is also gratifying to observe that already there are proposals on the
reduction of conventional arms, especially in Europe. Just recently a proposal for
the elimination of chemical weapons from the Earth was announced.

In November 1989, the Pugwash Conference on Science and World Affairs will
have a workshop in New Delhi, India, on non-military dimensions of global security
in which the Department of Disarmament Affairs will participate.

We believe that development and justice are strong foundations of peace and
stability) in other words, peace and security are threatened by the lack of
progress in the economic field, and by the lack of economic justice. Today, there
iz more tonnage of explosives in the world than tonnage of foods there is
starvation where there is plenty. There is also the belief that sciencs and

technology should be considered in terms of their peaceful uses. Econonic
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development and progress have therefore been, year in and year out, the
p:eoceupatio;t of the Second Committee.

Also in the search for the true meaning of peace, a Declaration of Human
Responsibilities for Peace and Sustainable Development was advpted in June 1989 in
Costa Rica. One of 1ts preambular paragraphs readss

"Racognizes the full participation of women and men in the decision-making

processes relating to the promotion of peace and development®.

Similarly, men and women do have 2 stake in the decision-making processes in the

waging of war and conflicts, particularly as regards armaments, military budgets

~ and the like. We pray that, when that time comes, they will influence concerned

leaders 0 decide in favour of peace and security.

Only yesterday in the General Assembly public lobby, a Japanese exhibiticn on
the theme of *Waz and Peace" was held under the sponsorship of the Depaztment of
Disarmament Affairs in support of the objectives of the World Disarmament
Campeign. It reflected the notion that efforts to promote disarmament and peace
cannot be pursued in isolation from hunger, poﬁerty and envircnmental crisis.

On another front, it is in the context of our search for peace and a2gainst the
backdeop of the proclamation of 1986 as the International Year of Peace, together
with the achievements of that Year, thgt draft resolution A/44/L.1%, "Achievements
of the Intefnational Year of Peace®, is now before us. .

The draft resclution calls for efforts to promote an awareness of the goodness
and advantages of psaces inverscly, on the badness and disadvantages of war and
armament. Information inputs of activities at the r_mtional level will be
collated. Attention is fécusedi m the 'Saalcl‘elements of peace and on new

opportunities and responsibilities for peace. Activities may include, at all

levels of education. tesching and leacning about peacep end through all foems of

! .
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communications, campaigns for peace and understanding. The use of the smallest
unit of the society, the family, may also ke emphasized.

The draft resolution urges all those interested in the promotion and
attainment of the goals of the International Year of Peace to suppert the
programmes of the United Nations Peace Study Unit by making veluntary coatributions
to the United Nations Trust Fund for the promoticn of peace. In this connection,
it might be wise to consider integrating the functions of that Unit into already
existing offices to minimize financial implications, if indeed voluntary funding is
not possible.

The draft resolution requests the Secretary-General to invite Member States
and interested organizations to inform the Secretariat of their activities and
initiatives in the pursuit of peace and to submit a report to the General Assembly
at its forty-sixth session on the item entitled “Programmes and Activities for the
Promotion of Peace in the World®™. In its cwn little way, this draft resclution is
but another resolve towards reduction of misunderstamnding between nations and
peoples.

May I conclude by quoting Winston Churchills

" e must remould the relationship of all men of all nations in such a way
that these men do not wish, or dare, to fall upen each other for the sake of
vulgar, outdated ambition or for passionate differences in ideologies, and
that international bedies by supreme authority ﬁay give peace on earth and
justice among men."

it 18- in the same spirit of idealism that inspired the 1985 resolution
declaring 1986 the International Year of Peace that my délegaticm has co-sponsored
the draft resolotion before us. It is hoped that it will be adopted unanimously.

The DPRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a decision on draft resclution

A/44/L.15.
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| I wish to announce that the following countries have hecome sponsors of draft

resolution A/44/L.15: Argentina, Jamaica and Senegal.

I should like also to inform members that the Secretary-General does not
éo:esee programme budget implications in the implementation of the drafi
resolution.

May I take that the Assenbly decides to adopt draft resolution A/44/L.15?

Draft resclution A/44/L.15 was adopted (resolution 44/11).

The PRESIDENT: I shall now call on those members who wish to explain
their votes on the resolution just adopted.

Mr. AMIGUES (France) (interpretation from French)s On the behalf of the
12 States members of the European Community I wish to make a few comments on the
resolution, just adopted by the General Assembly, on the Achievements of the
International Year of Paaca.

Allow me first of all to recall and reaffirm the unreserved commitment of the

12 States members of the European Community to the objectives of the International
Year of Peace. It was this spirit which prompted the 12 successively to approve

the adoption of resclutions 39/19, 40/10, 41/9 and 42/13.
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However, as in 1987 when resclution 42/13 was adopted, the Twelve believe it
necessary once again to call the Ganeral Assembly's attentijon to the guidelines for
international years established in 1980, which resolution 42/13 and the resolution
that we have just adopted both fail to respect.

The Twelve take the view that the inclusion on the agenda of the forty-sixth
sesgion of the General Assembly of an item entitled "Programmes and activities to
promote peace in the world"” perpetuates an exercise which at the dutset everyone
clearly understood would come to an end at the end of the year in question, 1986.
The progranmes and activities veferred to in pacagraph 8 of the resolution were
undertaken within the framework and at the time of the International Year of Peace.

Furthermore, the Twelve note that the resolution refers in paragraph 6 to the
United Nations Peace Study Unit, which is entrusted with what appears to be the
follow-up to the Internationai Year of Peace. The Twelve question the usefulness
of such a structure, in that the promotion of peace in the world is a raison d'étre
of the United Nat’ons.

We wish to voice these reservations once again so that they may be taken into
account when the Secretary-General's report called for in paragraph 8 is being
prepared. '

However, the Twelve, being comitted to peace, the strengthening of
international security, and the ssttlement of conflicts by peaceful means, have
joined in the consensus aon the resolution, notwithetanding their serious
reservations.

Mr. KAWAKAMMI (Japan)s Japan is continuing its efforts to secure and
strengthen wvorld peace. During the international Year of Peace Japan organized,
and participated actively in, various activities, as mentioned in the
Secretary~General's report in document A/42/487/A34.1. Prime

Minister Toshiki Kaifu sent a special message on the cccasion of the programme
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organized a2t the United Nations last month on the International Day of Paace, as

mentioned in the Secretary-General’s report (A/44/615).

My delegation joined in the consensus on draft resclution A/44/L.15 as an
expression of Japan's firm determination to seek world peace. Nevertheless, my
delegatcion wiches 0 put on record its position with regard to operative |
pacagraph 8. Oﬁz underatanding ie that the International Year of Peace ended
officially in 1986. In additicn, we have already had two rounds of discussions on
the Secretary-General's reports in 1987 and this year. We therefore question the
value of having a su;:stmtiany similar item included on the agenda of the
forty-sixth session.

' Mr: NOREEN (Sweden)s On behalf of the five Nordic countries - Denmark,
Pinland, Iceland, Norway 2nd Sweden -~ 1 should like to make some remarks on draft
resolution A/44/L.15, which the General Assembly has just adopted.

The International Year of Peace was widely observed in all Nordic countries,
vhere it contributed to increased public awsreness of the importance of
international peace and disarmement. The five Nordic countries joined in the
consensus on the resolution. However, we have same regervations in respect of
cectain zlements in operative pacagraph 8.

Me. REESE (Australis): Australia joined in the consensus in favour of
draft resolution A/44/L.15 because, as I outlined in my statement, my country
supported the objactives of the International Year of Peace in 1986 and carried out
»any activities in that zegard.v_‘_ "v_le are giving &n explanation ot'vote becauses we
are concerned that opezati:ve"éérg;?g?raph 6, as drafted, may carry the implication

that those who do not make new financial contributions do not support the prosotion

and attainment of the goals of the Intetnational_ Year of Peace.

v




PKB/$1 A/44/BV. 37 1
58 1

(Mr. Reese, Australia)

We note that the same item, albeit under a different title, is included on the
agenda of the forty-sixth session of the General Assenmbly. We note alac the
Secretary-General's advice that the resolution does not have cost implications.

Mcs. CASTRO de BARISH (Costa Rica) (intecpretation from Spanish)s I feel

1 must express my thanks to the General Assembly for adopting draft resolution
A/484/1.15 without a vote.

We are very pleased to announce that the following States have joined the
original sponsors: Argentina, the German Derocratic Republic, Jamaica, Poland,
Senegal, Suriname and Trinidad and Tohago. In this connection, I note that Bolivia
does not appear in the list of sponsors above the draft resolution although it was
one of the original sponsors. Furthermore, the delegation of PFomania is
incorrectly listed as.an original sponsor.

As I have said, the International Year of Peace helped to strengthen the
efforts of the United Nations to promote and maintain peace, which was one of its
objectives. We believe that operative paragraph 8 is a step forward in the process
of strengthening the efforts of the United Nations.

The PRESIDENT: The Secretariat will take note of the errors to which the

representative of Costa Rica has just veferred.
AGENDA TTEM 154
OPERATION LIFELINE SUDAN
{a) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/44/L.11/Rev.l)

The PRESIDENT: I draw the attention of representatives to the fact that

the report of the Secretary-General on agenda item 153, "Emergency asaistance to
the Sudan®, which contains information relevant to agenda item 154 alsc, has heen

distributed as document A/44/571.
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I call on the representative of Sudan to introduce draft resolution

A/44/L.11/Rev.l.
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Mr. ABDOWN {Sudan)s I should like at the outset to thank all delegations
and the United Nations Secretariat for their sincere co-operation, in saking it
possible for this new item to be included on the agendz of the forty-fourth session
of the General Assenbly, at the request of my delegation. It gives me and my
delegation pleasure to speak on Operation Lifeline Sudan, a matter to which we
attach great importance.

Operation Lifeline Sudan was launched after the Xhartoum high-level meeting of
8 to 9 March 1989, which was convened jointiy by the Government of the Sudan, the
United Nations and the donor community. The Plan of Action endorsed by that
meting was succesafully implemented. More than 106 metric tons of food supplies,
plus some non-food items, were pre-positioned and deiivered to the affected areas.
Thousande of Sudanese were enabled to avoid the potential threat of starvation.

The total cost of Operation Lifeline Sudan, which will wind up on 31 October, has
bean around $140 million. The target achieved in the first phase of the Operation
will be sustained and complemented by a second phase, which will concentrate on
relief and rehabilitation.

The Government of the Sudan exerted every possible effort to bring Operation
Lifeline Sudan to a successful conclusion. A ministerial compittes 2nd a
high-level technical committee that were established to facilitate the
inplementation of Cperation Lifeline Sudan accomplished their cesponaibili ties
patisfactorily. The mobilization of the whoie Government a‘ppatabtus was of crucial
importanca to the succeas of Operation Lifeline Sudan. The cease-fire and the

corridors of tranquillity were also conducive to that success.
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Having said that, I should like to express my Government's deep appreciation
of and profound gratitude for the generous humanitarian assistance extended by the
donor community. In that regard, we pay a special tribute to the United States of
America, the European Economic Community, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands,
Italy, Japan, France, Finland and Canada. Their timely and significant
contribution was a key factor in averting an imminent disaster situation.

My Government also acknowledges with satisfaction the important role of the
siaster neighbouring countries -~ Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda -~ in Operation Lifeline
Sudén. " Their Governments and peoples have demonstrated a fraternal co-operation
that deserves our sincere thanks. We should also like to thank the various
co-gpongers of the draft resolution, particularly the Group of Arab States, which
have contributed@ genercusly, on a bilateral basis, in support of my Government's
rellef dpetar.ions.

My delegation wishes to place on record my Government's appreciation to the
United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his outstanding
leadership role, tireleas efforts and personal concern. My Government further
appreciates the invaluable contribution of the Secretary-General's Personal
Representative to Operation Lifeline Sudan, Mr. James Grant, the actchitect of the
Operation. With his vision, dedication and timely endeavours, Operation Lifeline
Sudan achieved remarkable success. My delegation also acknowledges the commendable
contribution of Mr. Bryan Wannop to Operation Lifeline Sudan. Hig successor,

Mr. Prieatley, was warmly welcomed and received in my country and we assure him of
all our co-operation during the second phase of Operation Lifeline Sudan.

The momentous contributions of the World Food Programme, thec United Nations
Children's Fund, and the United Nations Development Programme deserve our

appreciation. We acknowledge with gratitude the excellent performance of the

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Its generous contribution had been
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recognized even before Operation Lifeline Sudan began. We count on the ICRC in the
future activities of Operation Lifeline Sudan.

It gives my delegatiocn pleasure to pay a special tribute to the
non-governmental organizations that participated generously in Operation Lifeline
Sudan. Their Gedication was manifested at the grass~roots level, and their
exceptional capacity to respond to the needs of the people was demonstrated in the
affected areas. In that regard, my delegation reaffirms my Government's commitment
to facilitate the work of the non-governmental organizations in the second phase of
Operation Lifeline Sudan.

Mindful of the urgency of Cperaticn Lifeline Sudan, and well aware of its
humanitarian dimensions, my Government has undertaken Operation Lifeline Sudan with
the utmost neutrality and impartiality, transcending all other political
considerations. With that understanding my delegation would like to reiterate the
commitment of my Government's commitment to sustain its continuing efforts to
achieve the targets of the second phase of the Operation,

The remarkable success of the Operation has clearly demonstrated the
outstanding ability of the United Natlons to respond urgently and effectively to
the needs of the affected people in a complex disaster situation. As described by
many, Operation Lifeline Sudan is a unique humanitacian oparation that could be
replicated in similar emergency situations. My delegation considers that, in
addition to the Operation's humanitarian vitality, it is an important political
umbrelia and a vehicle conducive to the peace-building operation. From that
standpoint we attach great 1mportan¢e to i:he préservation of the corridors of
tranquillity during the second phase of Ope .ation Lifeline Sudan.

In letters exchanged between my Head of State and the Secretary~-General, it
was agreed that Operation Lifeline Sudan should continu_e. with emphasis on

rehabilitation, to enable the displaced persona to becone self-reliant. To that
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effect the Government of the Sudan, in close co-operation with Mr. Priestley, is
formulating a programme of assistance for the second phase of Operation Lifeline
Sudan. The proposed programme of assistance is expected to b2 presented to a
high-level donor meeting to be held in late November this year in New York, under
the auspices of the Secretary-General. My delegation would appeal to the doner
community and other multilateral institutions to participate in that forthcoming
meting.

Finally, I should like to introduce draft resolution A/44/L.l1/Rev.l, entitled
“Operation Lifeline Sudan®, on behalf of Algeria, Bahrain, Democratic Yemen,
Dijibouti, Egypt, France, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Nicaragua, Oman, Pakistan, the
Philippines, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sri Lanka, the Syrian Arab Republic,

Tunisia, Uganda, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen.
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In the draft resolution the General Assembly notes with deep concern that the
Sudan continues to face a complex emergency situation, and that the magnitude of
the disaster requires the continuance of internaticnal solidarity. It notes with
apbreciation the invaluable assistance extended by the dono:r countries during the
first phase of Operation Lifeline Sudan. The Gereral Assembly reaffirms the need
for the international community to continue to respond fully and effectively to
recquests for relief, cehabilitation and reconstruction ducing the forthcomin§ phase
of Operation Lifeline Sudan. It requests the Secretary-General to continue to
mobilize support and co-ordinate efforts, and to keep activi tiee undar Operation
tifeline Sudan under constant review. Finally, it requests the Secretary-General
to r port, through the Economic and Social Council, to the forty-fifth session of
the General Assembly on the implementation of the resolution,

Mr. AMIGUES (France) (interpretation from French): The hunanitazian
needs of southern Sudan are considerable and fully justify the mobilization of the
international community that has been taking placa under the auspices of the United
Nations since the Khartoum Conference, on 12 March last. France is grateful to the
Secretary~General and his Personal Repregsentative, Mr. Grant, for having done their
utmost to implement the programme decided on in Khactoum within the scheduled
period. |

In the past few months the efforts made by my country to help the pepulation
of southern Sudan have in the main taken the following fomm. We made available to
the Qniteﬂ Nations and International Committee of the Red Cross two TRANSAL
algcraft and their crew for 10 weeks. This represented an expenditure of
18.5 million francs. That decision was taken in recognition of the serious nature
of the t;:ansport problem emphasized by Mr. Grant. We also made available to the

World Food Programme four French experts in the. 1ogiat'ics of food assiatance for a
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period of four mouths and the secondment of three of them was extended by two
months.

The aid provided by French non-governmental organizations, in particular-in
the form of medical and hospital assistance since September 1988 has risen to
21 million francs. My country is also participating in the assistance provided by.
the European Community, of which it finances 25 per cent.

With regard to the second phase of Operation Lifeline Sudan, we have noted
that Mr. Priestley will be presenting the needs of Sudan to the donor countries in
November. That information should enable the donor countries to look into ways and
means of continuing their assistance to Sudan in 1990.

Mg, - FRANKLIN (United States of America)s The United States Government

shares the concern expressed in resclution 43/52 regacding the continuing situation
in Sudan. Our Government has been actively involved in efforts seeking to aid the
thousands of innocent civilians in need in that country.

Since Febhruary 1988 the United States Government has provided over
155,000 metric tons of food and has supported the efforts of many non-governmental
and international organizations working to meet the nutritional, health and water
needs of the people in fudan. The total value of the United States Government 's
assistance to Sudan over the last 20 months exceeds $115 million.

We commend the cfforts of the Re;ief and Rehabilitation Commission of the
Government of Sudan to meet the needs of the people of Sudan. We also note the
important leadership role played by the Secretary-General and his Personal
Representative Mr. James Grant in mobilizing the doncr community and the United
Nations family to respond to the gsituation in Sudan. We are very proud also to
have worked with the many dedicated non-governmental organizations which have been
striving to meet the needs of innocent Sudanese whose lives have been disrupted by

the ongoing problems in their country.
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In anticipation of continuing needs in Sudan, the United States Government is
fully prepared to continue its assistance to that country. We welcome the recent
appointment of Michael Priestley as Special Representative of the Secretary—-General
for Emergency Operations in Sudan and look forward to working with him as he
assumes his new duties in Khartoum.

Finally, we should like to express our conviction that the problems of Sudan
cannot bz fully addressed until there is a peaceful and permanent resolution of the
conflict in that country. We urge all parties in Sudan to come together to work
towards that goal and ensure a hopeful future for ail the people of Sudan. .

Mr. TREIKI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic)s I
wish, at the outset, on behalf of the Arab Group and of my country's delegation, to
extend condolences to the People's Republic of China and the pecple of China in
connection with the recent earthquake in that country. '

We extend@ our sympathy to the people and the delegation of the Liited States
of America in connection with the earthquake in the San Francisco area.

Cur condolences and sympathy go also to Viet Nam and the Philippines, in
connection with the loss of life incurred through the typhoons that have afflicted
those ocountries, as well as to the Republic of Honduras and its delegation on the
aivcraft accident last week.

It is an honour tc me to express, on behalf of the Arab Gt;:up. our full
support for draft resolution A/44/L.11/Rev.l, of 20 Octcber 1989, on Operation
Lifeline Sudan. In recent years, the sister country of Sudan has suffered
successive natural disasterss flcods, drought, famine and invasions of locusts.
There have also been inflows of refugees from neighbouring countries and internal
problems resulting from gecessionist moves. All this together has caused

widespread disruption of the basic socio-economic structures of the country. The
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Government of Sudan is exerting considerable efforts, in co-operation with the

Secretary-General, specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations to deal

with this complex situation.

We express our gratitude for and full appreciaticon of those efforts and that
assistance and urge the international community @ coantinue its internationalist
solidarity and humanitarian assistance and respond favourably to requests related

to the emergency needs in the area of rehabilitation and reconstruction.
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In the Arsb world we have alresdy demonstrated our solidarity with and our

support for the Government and people of sisterly Sudan in their ordeal. We have
provided all possible assistance to them, and the Arab countries would like to
reconfirm that they will continue to demonstrate their solidarity with and lend
appropriate support o Sudan, as well as support for its territorial integrity.
Mr. SE2AKI {Japan): First of all I should like on behalf of my
delegation to take this opportunity to express oucr sincere appreciation to
Mr. James Grant; Executive Director of the United Nations Children®s Fund (UNICEF)
and former Perscnal Representative of the Secretary-General for Operation Lifeline
Sudan. It was thanks in noc small part to Mr. Grant's unticing efforts and
dedicaticn that this fornicable undertaking is baing succesefully implemented.

Since Operation Lifeline Sudan was launched at the high-level meeting convened
in Khartoum last March, international support, both bilateral and mul tilateral, has
been mobilized to save from starvation those who have been displaced or otherwise
affacted by the conflict. The Operation is a complicated and extremely difficult
one and is being carried cut under unfavourable circunstances, to say the least.
Crucial to its success are co-operation and co-ordination among the agencies and
bilateral donors. We note with appreciation that this has been realized thanks to
Mr. Grant's ahle lesdership.

It should alsc be noted that the restraint demonstrated by the parties
concerned in Sudan made it possible for the necessary suppiies to reach the needy
people in the affected areas. The “"corridors of tranquillity” have been more or
less maintained throughout the duration of the Operation.

We should also not forget the co-operation of_neighbouting countzies, nanely,
Ethicpia, Kenya and Ugmda.hwﬁlch provided indispensable bases for the

transportation of relief supplies.
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Although the Operation has encountered various difficulties in the course of
its implementation, we are relieved to learn that a repetition of the tragedy
experienced last year has been avoided. We commend the work of the organizations
concerned, in particular, UNICEF, the International Cormittee of the Red Cross
(ICRC), and the World Food Programme (WEP).

As a least developed country, Sudan faces many serious problemss huge
imbalance in the balance of payments, drought, flooding and a large refugee
population, to name a few. In response to the pressing needs arising from those
problems, Japan has been extending development assistance to Sudan, exclusively in
the form of grants in such basic arsas as food and agriculture, health and water
supply. Japan alsc extends non-project type grant assistance of 2.5 billion yen,
which is approximately $17.8 million to Sudan to support its structural adjustment
efforts.

Parallel to this regular programme of assistance, Japan dispatched a disaster
relief team made up of medical experts, immediately after last year's flood, and
also provided $200,000 in emergency disaster aid. Japan made a contribution
amounting & $3 million to UNICEF and the WFP, mainly for their transportation and
administrative costs for the delivery of necessary supplies, as well as an
additional $1.1 million in food aid, in support of the international efforts
undertaken in conjunction with Operation Lifeline Sudan.

Furthermore, Japan provided $4.6 million in the malaria control program'@ and
$3.2 million in the rehabilitation project for schbols and medical facilities, in
support of early rehabilitation from the flood disaster.

Japan continues to extend assistance to Sudan, as a priority country for
Japan‘s grant assistance, to auppo:t the comtzy in its efforts to overcome the

4 !

pressinq hardships, as vell as to lay the foundation for long-term development.
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Opzration Lifeline Sudan is a quintessentia} United Hations activity in the
sense that it draws upon the expertise, knowledge and experience of various United
Nations agencies, and that it is politically neutral., a condition that is essential
to the implementation of its plans and programmes.

We hope that the success of the Operation and the lessons learned and
experience gained through its implementation will serve as & valuable guide for our

tuture activities of this kind.

Mr. BABINGTON (Australia): Operation Lifeline Sudan came into being
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earlier this year against the background of an extremely seriots situation in that
country. The needs were particularly acute in southern Sudan where immediate
action was required to avert famine, starvation and disease before the onset of the
tainy season, as well as to cara for the displaced persons in the transitional
zone. The task was complicated further by various administrative, finencial and

operational restraints in addition to disruptions resulting from civil strife.

The approach of Operation Lifeline vSudan was innovative, and in the

circumstances the results have been highly commendable. The so called "corridors V
of tranquillity” down which unescorted relief convoys have been allowed to pass

freely has been easpecially important in getting supplies to the people in most

need. By all accounts, there will be no large-scale starvation in the southern
Sudan this year. Operation Lifeline has managed to provide enough food for people
in that area to prevent the mass migration in seazch of food that hes cccuzred in
the past. Overall, the health condition of thea people alsc appears to have
improved.

Al though this is no time for complacency, Operation Lifeline Sudsn, phase one,

owes its success to many organizations: those of the United Nations system, the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the non-governmental

organization community, and individuals, as well as to the parties in Sudan,
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neighbouring countries, and the donor community. We wish to take this opportunity
to express particular appreciation to Mr. James Grant, the Secretary-General's
Personal Representative for Operation Lifeline Sudan, phase one, for his
ocutstanding leadership and commitment to results.

Concerned at the urgent humanitarisn plight facing the Sudanese people, the
Australian Government contributed a total of $A 2 million to Operation Lifeline
Sudan in 1989. These funds were channelled through UNICEF, the World Food
Programne (WFP) and ICRC. MAustralia also provided a further $A 200,000 through
Care Australia to assist displaced Su” ..ase in southern Kordofan.

Clearly, much remains to be done in Sudan by way of further emergency relief
activi ties and longer=term rehabilitation with emphasis on non-food items in order
to achieve self~-sufficiency in basic food production and pwvide esgential soccial

services to displaced persons. We will therefore be awaiting with interest the

announcerant of proposed activities under phase two of Operation Lifeline.

Mr. FBJIC (Yugoslavia): Extending humanitarian assistance to a people
guffering the consequences of the cumulative and negative impact of persistent
natural disgtets is, no doubt, one of the priorities of the internaticnal
comunity in which the United Nations has the centrai role. This is of vital
importance with respect to developing comtries, particularly the least developad
which, even in normal conditions, owing to their precarious econc_omic gituation and
development constraints, have enormous difficulties to ensure even the basic human

needs tc millions of men, women and children.
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The catastrophic consequences of several yesrs of drought, ficed and famine
have afflicted the friendly non-aligned Republic of the Sudan. The extremely

difficult conditions in which this country has been living are further exacerbated

by the heavy burden of the external dabt, amcunting to some 8§13 billion. ALl these
factors have caused extensive migratory movements, and more than 400,000 people
have died from disease and stacvation.

The Covernment of the Sudan appealed, thiough the Secretary-General, to the
international community for urgent help in order to prevent further widegpread
starvation and suffering by numerous displaced perscns from the affected parts of
the country. At its forty-third session the General Asseably adopted two
regsolutions on assistance to the Sudan, in which it recognized that the magnitude
of the disasters and their long-term consequences will require, in adédi tion to the
ongoing efforts of the Government and pecple of the Sudan, international solidarity
and emetgehcy humanitarian assistance, as well as longer-term rehabilitation aid.

The specific conditions in which that country finds itself have accentuated
the need for a strategy that will ensure that international assiztance reaches the
people it is meant for as fast as possible. Thanks to the agreement reached in
Khartoun last March between the parties involved, Operation Lifeline Sudan was
launched. Taking into account the extracrdinary complexity of the logistics
involved and the serioue security probleas, this is one of the most difficult
relief operations implemented by thé United Nations and other parties, as is
pointed out in the report of the Secretary-Gsneral in document A/44/571. This
important, historic, complex relief operation ie a success. It has proved that
furanitarian assistance can, and should, transcend political and military
considerations. The saving of more than 200,000 innocent lives is an invaluable

achievement of this important action.
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The complexity of the problem, which coantinues to weigh heavily, calls for
further smergency and cehabilitation assistance on a large scale in order to avoid
a rapetition of the disasters of 1987 and 1988. However, a long-term solution must
be sought to help the Sucan in its efforts to overcome the problems it faces. In
this regard, we fully support the conclusions and recommendations of the
Secretary-General ag set forth in his report.

Finally, I should like to express ay countiy‘s appraciatiam to the
Secretary-Gsneral, Mr. Peres de Cuellar, and to his former Personal Representative,
Me. James Grant, Executive Director of the United Maticns Children's Fund (UNICEF),
for their unticing efforts in conducting this unprecedented operation. Of course,
the Govarnment and people of the Sudan hawe >layed the decisive role. Ue are
convinced that continuing assistanca by the interhational commurity will supplement
the effocts the country is making to meet the urgent requirements for
reconstruction and rehabilitation. We hope that, ss in the past, the inteenational
commmity will respond gensrously.

Mr. RYCHARDSON (United Kingdom)s:s I wiah fiest to associata myself with

the tharks expressed by other delegations to the Secretary-Ganeral and his Personsl
Representative Mr. Jim Grant, and through them to zll who have been invclved in ‘
Operation Lifeline Sudan. We beliave that in spite of many ¢ifficulties the ﬁ:sg
phase 0f the or~zation has baen a succese. As a result of it and of the efforts ot
the International Cosmittes of the Red Cross a major crisis ca the scale of 1988
has besn averted in scuthern Sudan. We 3lso nota the essential contribution cthat
has beer made to the operation’s success by f.he cease-fires. It must surely be the
fervent hope of all of us that hostilities will not he resumad and that all
concerned will now seek national reconciliation. At a time when massive

comitments %o huomsnitarian aild are being uiada a comitnent to prace is essential,
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I am grateful to the representative of the Sudan for his kind remarks about
the assistance provided by my Government. My Government has already made a
substantial contribution of over £7 million towards the first phase of Operation
Lifeline. We welcome the fact that it has now been agreed that the operation
should be extended to a second phase and that the emphasis should now be placed on
rehabilitation. We stand ready to contribute to this second phase. We believe it
will present an opportiunity to help the displaced people of the Sudan f£ind more
settled existences. We wish the operation well, under the guidance of
Mr. Michael Priestley.

I cannot end this brief intervention without reiterating my Government's call
for the fullest respect for human rights in the Sudan, especially those of the
displaced persons, prisoners of war - to whom access should be given by the Red
Cross - and others who are in detenticn.

We have before us draft resolution A/44/L.11/Rev.l. We believe that its
adoption by consensus will signify the wish of the donor community to continue to
assiat the Government and peopie of the Sudan in facing rehabilitation and
reconstruction needs.

Mr. BECKER (Federal Republic of Garmany): My delegation would like to
Join previcus speakers in expressing sincere appreciatim ¢ the Secretary~General
and his former Personal Representative, Mcr. James Grant and Special Representative
pr. Michael Priestley, for the vigorous efforts undertaken in the successful
co-ordination of Operation Lifeline Sudan. We are particularly pleased chat the
Joint international relief efforts of Member States and intergovernmental amd
non-governmental organizations succeeded in averting the most critical disaster
situation with which we have again beén threatened over the last eighg monthe. My

Government has taken an active part in Operation Lifeline Sudans apatt
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from our share in the contributions of the European Community, by making available

this year humanitarian assistance amounting to roughly DM 14.5 miliion, which
corresponds to about $8 million.

Among our contributions I should like to recall the joint Franco-German
airliftt operation which was established earlier this year, before the rainy season
started, to rush relief supplies to the famine-stricken areas in southern Sudan.

We remain conmitted to continue to respond adequately and within the limits of
our capability to the reauest for rehabilitation and reconstruction aid during the
forthcoming phase of Operation Lifeline Suda to enable displaced persons to become
self-geliant. My delegation welcomes the draft resolution introduced today and we
are prepared fully to support its spirit and objectives.

I conclude by asserting our expectation that the difficulties in the internal
situation in Sudan - to which various speakers have already referred - will be
solved by all the parties involved in Sudan without further delay. We should likes
to emphasize that every effort must be exerted to overcome the existing political
obstacles in the Sudan and to improve the present crucial famine situation in
southern Sudan.

Mr. KRAMER {(Canada)s Canada is gratified by the successes registered in
the first phase of Operation Lifcline Sudan. Against tremendous odds the operation
has succeeded in ensuring that there is enough food pre:-positioned in southern
Sudan to prewent the massive starvation and loss of life witnessed a year and a

talf ago.
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Canada would like to congratulate the Secretary-General, his Personal
‘Representative for Operation Lifeline Sudan, Mr. James Grant, head of the United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEP) - who has just left that office of Personal
Representative - the World Food Programme (WFP), the United Nations Development
Progranme (UNDP), the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and many
governmental and non-governmental organizations which helped to make this exercise
the success it has been. The personal courage and sacrifice of the many pecple
directly involved in the programme are testimony to the humanitarian spirit brought
forward in Operation Lifeline Sudan.

Canada recognizes that the co-operation of the Government of the Sudan and of
combatant groups with the relief effort were important elements in the successes
achieved. IQ locking shead to the second phase of Operation Lifeline Sudan we
recognizc that sustained effort will be needed to assist displaced goutherners and
indeed the south itself to rebuild. The task will be daunting but can be
accomplished if all involved show the same spirit of co-operation evident in phase
one.

Canada welcomes the aprointment by the Secretary-General of
Mr. Michael Priestley as his Personal Representative in the Sudan for phase two of
Operation Lifeline Sudan. We are plaazsed that he will carry with him the mandate
of continuing the dialogue on humanitarian assistance with both parties to the
civil conflict. |

We wish also to pay tribute toc the effective and indeed courageous
contribution to emergency assistance requirements made in the ccurse of the past
three years by Mr. Bryan Wannop, who was the resident co-ordinator of the United

1
Nations system.
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While phase one has concluded, it is disturbing that lasting peace has not
been achieved. Without a durable solution toc the conflict, reconstruction,
rehabilitation and reconciliation cannot occur. We therefore urge all parties to
the conflict to renew and pursue relentlessly efforts for lasting peace.

Earlier this year Canada disbursed some $6.2 million on Operation Lifeline
Sudan for food aid and logistical support. Other sums were provided for non-food
needs. We recognize that substantial resources will be needed to rehabilitate the
south and to assist the hundreds of thousands of people displaced by famine and
conflict. To this end Canada has committed a further $6 million in food aid for
distribution through ncn-~governmental organizations; in southern Sudar which will
complement the objectives of the forthcominy phase two of Operation Lifeline.

The PRESIDENT: The General Assenmbly will now take a decision on draft

resolution A/44/L.11/Rev.l. The following countries have become sponsors: Costa
Rica and Ethjopia.

The Secretary-General does not foresee programme budget implications in the
impiementation of the draft resoluticn.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to adopt the draft resclution?

Draft resolution A/44/L.11/Rev.l was adopted (resolution 44/12).

Mr. ABDOUN (Sudan) (interpretation from Arabic): I have failed to
mention that the sister Republic of Comoros is also a sponsor of the draft
resolution,

In connection with the comments made by some speakers on the need to establish
lasting peace, I should like to say that we do indeed appreciate these wise
- observations. May I add, in this important international forum, that the
Covernment of the Sudan is doing everything possible to achieve a just and lagting
peace'through national comptehenéive dialogue and that we had indeed gone z-long

way in that direction. The Government of the Sudan believes that without peace our
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country, government and people, both the north and the south, cannot make any
progress or achieve any development, prosperity or justice. The Government of the
Sudan is doing its utmost to observe the human rights of all ecitizens despite the
difficult economic circumstances and security situation in some parts of our

country.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has thus concluded its consideration of

agenda item 154.

The meeting rose at 1.05 p.m.




