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HUMAN RIGHTS AND SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS

Belgi~~yelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, .r?lombiD,
QQ~ Rica, France. Germany, Federal RepUblic of, ItA!2,
k\!~~~!:9.L-MQrQCCQ, Netherlanda..c-.JiQ..r~.L.-SMl.Qjk.. UniQn Q{
SgYiJt...LBQcialist Repub1ic~nd United Kingdom JLL.~

J!rjtt..ain_.Q.n~Qrthern Ireland i.. draft nSQlutiQD

Human rights and ~cientific an~ technQ1Qgical deyeloPffieDtA

The General A§~embly,

~calling its resQlutiQu 33/53 of 14 December 1978, in which it requested the
Commission on Human Rights to urge the Sub··Commission on Prevention of
DiscriminatiQn and ProtectiQn of Minorities tQ undertake, as a matter of priority,
a stldy of thp. questiQn Qf the protectiQn of those detained on the qrounds of
ment!l ill-h~~ h, with a view to formulating guidelines,

NQtin9 the obligations of all States to promote and respect the human rights
and fundamental freedoms of everyone, including disadvantaged people ~uch as tho••
suffering from mental illness,

~JL~f~~ the Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the role Qf health
personnel, partiCUlarly physicians, in the protectiQn Qf prisQners and detainee.
against tQrture and other cruel, inhuman of degrading treatment or punishment, 1/

Recallin9~ its resolution 43/109 of 8 December 1987, in which it welcome<
the progress made by the Working Group of the Sub··Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and PrQtection of Minorities and invited the Commission on Human
Rights to consider the subject, at its forty-fifth session in the light of the
Sub-Comission's recommendations,

1/ Resolution 37/194, annex.
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Tokiog note of Commission on Human Rights rctsolution 1989/"0 of
( March 1989, 1/ and Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/76 of 24 May 1989,
by which the Council authorized Bn open-ended working group of the Commission to
••~nln., r.vise and simplify as necessary the draft body of lrincip~)s and
guaraLtees submitted by the Sub-Commission, 1/ with a view to submitting it to the
Commhllion at its forty-sixth session,

Ixpressing its belief that all mentllly ill persons should be treated with
humanity and respect for the inherent dignity of the human person,

Reaffirming its conviction that the misuse of psychiatry to detain persons in
~entel institutions on account of their political views or on other non-medical
grounds, os reflected in the report of the Special Rapporteur of the
Sub-Commission, i/ is a violation of their human rights,

1. ,{eiterates the urgent need for principles and guan.ntees to protect
p.r80n~ suffering from mental disorder or detained on the grounds of mental
ill-h.alth;

2. Welcomel the establishment of the open-endpd WOl~ing Group of the
Commission on Human Rights, and urges ~hat Group to examine the draft principles
and gua~antees expeditiou~ly;

3. Reguelto the Commission on Human Rights to consider the subject at its
forty-sixth session, in the light of the open-ended Working Group's deliberations
a~d r.commond~tions, with 3 view to submitting the draft principles and guarantees,
through the Ec~r~mic and Social Council, to the General Assembly dt its forty-fifth
session.

1/ See ~llL~~.dL.Q.J the Economic and Social Council, 1989L-.supplement.
~~ (E/19R9/20), chap. 11, sect. A.

1/ See E/r~.4/Sub.2/1989/23, sect. IV.

i.' E/CN.4/Sub.2/1903/17 and Add.l.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library




