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Item 10 

Adoption of the outcome document of the Conference 
 

 

 

  Letter dated 29 July 2015 from the Permanent Representative  

of South Africa to the United Nations addressed to the  

Secretary-General of the Conference 
 

 

 I have the honour to transmit the statement delivered on behalf of the Group  of 

77 and China at the closing meeting of the Third International Conference on 

Financing for Development, held in Addis Ababa from 13 to 16 July 2015 (see 

annex). I hereby request that this statement be issued as a document of the 

Conference and thus be included in the report. 

 

 

(Signed) Jeremiah Nyamane Kingsley Mamabolo 

Ambassador and Permanent Representative  

of South Africa to the United Nations  

and Chair of the Group of 77 and China  
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  Annex to the letter dated 29 July 2015 from the Permanent 

Representative of South Africa to the United Nations addressed  

to the Secretary-General of the Conference 
 

 

  Closing statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by 

Ambassador Kingsley Mamabolo, Permanent Representative of 

the Republic of South Africa to the United Nations, Chair of the 

Group of 77 and China, at the Third International Conference on 

Financing for Development 
 

[Addis Ababa, 16 June 2015] 

 

 I would like to once again acknowledge with sincere thanks and appreciation 

the stewardship and the hospitality of your Government, Mr. President. We also note 

with gratitude the goodwill and kindness that have been extended to us by the 

people of Ethiopia. 

 Furthermore, we are most grateful to Ethiopia for hosting this Third 

International Conference on Financing for Development. I am certain that members 

of our Group will find time to visit the places of interest in this beautiful country.  

 In January of this year, when South Africa assumed the  Chair of the Group of 

the G-77 and China, we looked forward to reaffirming the principles of the Group 

and to strengthen its unity, cohesion and vision of a fair and equitable multilateral 

system. We also looked forward to ensuring that we collectively enhance the 

development agenda of the South, especially as it relates to the outcomes of the 

major development-related United Nations conferences on the calendar for this year.  

 In the process of the protracted negotiations that have taken place over the las t 

six months or so, the Group’s resolve has affirmed the core principles which we 

hold dear. 

 In approaching the adoption of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda outcome 

document today, the Group felt it important that, among other key issues, the 

enhanced global partnership for development, the need to further strengthen 

international commitments towards financing for development, and the full and 

timely implementation of existing commitments in this regard remain at the very 

heart of the development agenda of the United Nations. 

 The Group sought to be constructive in its engagement to ensure that a 

meaningful and ambitious outcome for the financing for development process could 

be reached, in order to adequately and predictably address the interests of all 

Member States of the United Nations, in the true spirit of an enduring global 

partnership for development. 

 In this regard, as the Group of 77 and China, we are appreciative of the fact 

that all of us, together with the partners, have spent many months — and sleepless 

nights — in an attempt to address the critical obstacles to development and to work 

together towards the eradication of poverty in all its forms.  

 The G-77 and China recognizes that progress has been achieved. Compromise 

outcomes have been achieved in a number of key areas, including, for example, the 

call for a global infrastructure forum, a more comprehensive treatment of the issue of 
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debt sustainability in the context of the United Nations, provision for capacity -

building and a technology transfer mechanism and dedicated mechanisms for follow-

up and review with intergovernmentally agreed conclusions and recommendations.  

 However, there remain a number of issues of principle that are important to, 

and fully endorsed by, the Group that have not been adequately accommodated in 

the current text, including, but not limited to:  

 • The explicit reaffirmation of the key principle of common but differentiated 

responsibilities in the context of the global partnership for development. This 

principle remains relevant and valid and, indeed, is the basis for all 

international cooperation on sustainable development. An unequivocal 

affirmation of this principle in the outcome document of the post -2015 

development agenda is a non-negotiable for the Group; 

 • The need to maintain the integrity of the Third International Conference on 

Financing for Development and post-2015 development agenda processes as 

separate negotiation tracks, while acknowledging the need for stronger 

synergies between them; 

 • The need for development partners to meet current commitments and to 

upscale official development assistance (ODA), with biding timetables, 

including the reaffirmation that ODA is still the main source of development 

assistance; 

 • The need to address the diverse and specific development needs of middle-

income countries in a coordinated manner through the establishment of a 

United Nations plan of action towards that end that considers, inter alia, the 

multidimensional nature of development and poverty;  

 • The need to fully upgrade the Tax Committee into an intergovernmental body;  

 • The need to make an explicit reference to countries and people living under 

foreign occupation; 

 • The need to explicitly address the issue of lifting and terminating coercive 

measures, including unilateral economic sanctions; 

 • References to fossil fuel subsidies and to carbon pricing that could prejudge 

the outcome of the ongoing United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change negotiations; and  

 • The need to explicitly address the fact that climate financing is new and 

additional to and cannot be counted as ODA, nor can it be mixed with 

traditional development finance.  

 These principles are fundamental to the livelihoods of our people. There are 

many more issues that remain unresolved for individual members of the Group, in 

their national capacities. 

 We recognize that this conference is part of an ongoing process. The Group is 

firmly resolved to continue to engage in a constructive manner on these important 

principles and issues in other relevant forums and on future occasions. Rest assured 

that the Group is not abandoning its principled positions. If anything, we are seized 

with the importance of ensuring that the global partnership for development is 

genuine and adequately resourced, for future generations. 


