
NITED
ATIONS A

----._._---- _.- ---_._--_.---'--_._._-~----~.. __..•._--~~---_ ~~

General Assembly
Distr.
LIMITED

A/C.3/44/L.80
24 November 1989

-
Forty-fourth seesion
THIRD COMMITTEE
Agenda item 12

OkIGINALI ENGLISH

REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

AUltria Belgium, Canada, Colombia, Costa 2ica, Cyprus, Denmark,
Finland, France, Greece, H~ngary, IcelAnd, Italy, KenyaA

Luxembourg,MQIQCC2.L-N.I..truU"..l.D.Dds, NorwDYL Poland, Portugal and
SRlln.L. Cl r aft r e ~l],ltiQn

&.wnm.o.ry._ 0 r a r bit r a r:t.._e.xttc.Y.ti&~D.

~~ral Assemb~,

~A1l1ng the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 11 in
which it is stbted that every human being has the right to I1fe, liberty and
security of person,

H~Yin9-X~~ to the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, 11 in which it is stated that every humall ~einCf has the inherent
right to life, that this right shall be protected by law and that no ore shall be
arbitrarily deprived of his life,

2ecol11ng ita resolution 36/22 of 9 November 19&1, in which it condemned the
pI'actice of summary or arbitrary executions, and its resolutions 37/182 of
17 December 1982, 38/96 ef 16 December 1983, 39/110 ~f 14 December 1984, 40/143 of
13 December 1985, 41/144 of 4 December 1986, 42/141 of 7 December 1987 and 43/151
of 8 December 1988,

11 Resolution 217 A (Ill).

~I See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
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Deeply alorme~ at the continued occurrence on a large scale of summary or
arbitrary executions, including extra-legal pxecutions,

~lling Economic and Social Council resolution 1984/50 of 25 May 1984 and
the safftguards guaranteeing protection of thfl rights of those facing the death
penalty annexed thereto, which resolution was endorsed by the Seventh United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of CriMe and the Treatment of Offenders iv. its
resolution 15, 11

Recalling also the close co-operation established between the Centre for Human
Rights, the Crime Prevention and Criminal .Justice Branch of the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat and the Committee on Crime
Prevention and Control with regard to th& eJ3boration of the principles on the
effective pl'evention and investigation of at'bitrary and summary executions,
inclUding extra-legal executions,

~elcomiDg the adoption of Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/65 of
24 May 1989 containing the Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation
of Extra-legal Arbitrary and SUJTuTlary ExecutIons,

~.o.min.9-.Jl1.A.Q. the adoption of Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/64
of 24 May 1989 entitled "Implementation of the s~fegu~rds guaranteeing protection
of the rights of those facing the death penalty" and the recommenJetions contained
therein,

CQnyin.~ of the need for appropriate action to combat nnd eventually
eliminate the abhorrent practice of summary or arbitrary executions, which
repres~nts a flRgrant violation of the most fundamental humao rights, the right to
life,

1. Once again stron~d~~n~~mq~ tbe large number of summary or arbitrary
executions, including extra-legal executioh3, that continue to take place in
v~rious part~ of the world;

2. P.em.~J1Q~ that the practice of SWllnl&l'Y or arbitrary executions be brought~

to an end;

3 • lll>..1?.e~l~--I.I..I,q~!ltJ,j:: to GO"l~ roments, Hni ted Nat ions bodies, the spec i al i zed
agencies, regional intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental
organizations to take effective action to combat and eliminate summary or arbitrary
executions, including extra-legal executionJ;

3/ Sef, SfLy~~tlL..!J.n.tt.~ONi!t;;iQns.C;Qpg.n~~~. Ql1tl1f;tpr~yellt,iQ~LotCr imQano the
'!'r:~.~tm.~;m.t...9fQff.~llQJg~1 MU~111 ..... 2~l\ugu§t-6 .. ~~Pt~m!.JerJ ..9J15l ... r.~PQrt prep~re<,'l };>y the
.S~C_;.~.t~x:..!~.t (United Nation5 publication, Sales No. E.86.IV.l, chap. 1, sect. E.
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4. Eeaffirms Econom!c and Social Council resolution 1982/35 of 7 May 1982,
in ~hich the Council decided to appoint a special rapporteur to consider the
questions related to summary or arbitrary executions 1

5. Welco~~ Economic and Social Council resolution 1988/38 of 7 May 1988, in
which the Council decided to renew the mandate of the Special Rapporteur,
Mr. S. Amos Wako, for two years, while keeping the annual raporting cyclel

6. ~~~ all Governments, in particular those which have consistently not
responded to communications transmitted to them by the Special Rapporteur, and all
others concerned, to co-operate with and assist the Special Rapporteur so thal he
may carry out his mandate effectivelYl

7. ~q~~~~ the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his mandate, to respond
effectively to information t~at comes before him, in particular when a summary or
arbitrary execution is imminent or threatened, or when such an execution has
recently occurred 1 and, furthermore, to promote exchanges of views between
Governments and those who provide reliable information to the Special Rapporteur,
where the Special Rapporteur considers that such exchanges of information might be
usefull

8. Wj~QmjA the recommendations made by the Special Rapporteur in his
reports i/ to the Commission on Human Rights at its forty-fourth and forty-fifth
se~sions with a view to eliminating summary or arbitrary executionsl

9. ~~~~ Governments, international organizations and non-governmental
organizations to organize training programmes and support projects with a view to
training or Bducating law enforcement officers in human rights issues connected
with their work, ann appeals to the international community to support endeavours
to that end;

10. CQJ1~i.QeX~ that the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his mandate,
should continue to seek and receive information from Governments, Ulliled ~ations

bodies, specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental organizations and
non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social
Council, as well as medical and forensic experts;

11. R~gVQ~~~ the Secretdry-General to continue to provide all necessary
assistance to the Special Rapporteur so thnt he may effectively carry out his
mandate;

12. A9~~n_req~~st~ the Secrotary-Genoral to continue t.o use his best
endeavours in cases where the minimum standard of legal safeguards provided for in
articles 6, 14 Rnd IS of the International Covenant on Civil and polit.ical
Rights ~I appear not to he respected:

4/ E/CN.4/1988/22 and Add.l and 2 and E/CN.4/1989/25.
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13. Beguests the Commission on Human Rights, at its forty-sixth session, on
the basis of the ~eport of the Special Rapporteur to be prepared in conformity with
Economic and Social Council resolutions 1982/35, 1983/36, 1984/35, 1985/40,
1986/36, 1987/60 and 1988/38, to mpke recommendations concerning appropriate action
to combat and eventually eliminate the abhorrent practice of summory or arbitrary
executions.
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