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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

Since the thirty-first session, the Official Records of the General Assembly 
have consisted of records of meetings, sessional fascicles for each of the Main 
Committees, annexes to the meeting records, supplements, the List of Delega
tions and the Check List of Documents. Information on other documents is 
given in the Check List and in the relevant annex fascicles. The annexes are 
printed in. fascicles by agenda item. The present volume contains the annex 
fascicles of the thirty-second session. 

* 
* * 

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters 
combined with. figures. Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a 
United Nations document. 
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3. Credentials of representatives to the thirty-second session of the General 
Assembly: 

(a) Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee; 

(b) Report of the Credentials Committee. 

7. Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 12, paragraph 2, 
of the Charter of the United Nations. 

8. Adoption of the agenda. 

9. General debate. 

I 0. Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization. 

11. Report of the Security Council. 

12. Report of the Economic and Social Council. [See also the fascicle for 
items 95 and 12.] 

13. Report of the International Court of Justice. 

14. Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency. 

19. Election of twelve members of the World Food Council. 

21. Election of seven members of the Committee for Programme and Co
ordination. 

23. Appointment of the members of the Peace Observation Commission. 

24. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples: 

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard 
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

(b) Report of the United Nations Council for Namibia; 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General. 

25. Admission of new Members to the United Nations. 

26. Restitution of works of art to countries victims of expropriation: report 
of the Secretary-General. 

27. Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa: 

(a) Reports of the Special Committee against Apartheid; 

(b) Report of the World Conference for Action against Apartheid; 

(c) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an Inter-
national Convention against Apartheid in Sports; 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General. 

28. Question of Cyprus: report of the Secretary-General. 

29. Co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of 
African Unity: report of the Secretary-General. 

30. Question of Palestine: report of the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. 

*No fascicles were issued for the following items: I, 2, 4, 5, 6, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20 
and 22. 
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31. The situation in the Middle East: report of the Secretary-General. 

32. Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea. 

33. Economic and social consequences c; the armaments race and its 
extremely harmful effects on world peace and security: report of the 
Secretary-General. 

34. Implementation of General Assembly resolution 34 73 (XXX) con
cerning the signature and ratification of Additional Protocol I of the 
Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America 
(Treaty of Tlatelolco): report of the Secretary-General. 

38. Incendiary and other specific conventional weapons which may be the 
subject of prohibitions or restrictions of use for humanitarian reasons: 
report of the Secretary-General. 

39. Chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons: report of the Con
ference of the Committee on Disarmament. 

40. Urgent need for ccs~ation of nuclear and thermonuclear tests and 
conclusion of a treaty designed to achieve a comprehensive test ban: 
report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament. 

41. Implementation of General Assembly resolution 31/67 concerning the 
signature and ratification of Additional Protocol II of the Treaty for 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty of 
Tlatelolco). 

42. Effective measures to implement the purposes and objectives of the 
Disarmament Decade: 

43. 

44. 

45. 
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47. 
48. 

49. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

35. 

36. 

(a) Report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament; 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

Implementation of the Declarati-Jn on the Denuclearization of Africa. 

Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle 
East. 

Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia: report 
of the Secretary-General. 
Prohibition of the de,elopment and manufacture of new types of weap
ons of mass destruction and new systems of such weapons: report of 
the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament. 
Reduction of military budgets: report of the Secretary-Gen~ral. 
Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of 
Peace: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean. 
Conclusion of a treaty on the complete and general prohibition of 
nuclear-weapon tests. 
General and complete disarmament: 
(a) Report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament; 
(b) Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency; 
(c) Report of the Secretary-General. 
Special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament: report 
of the Preparatory Committee for the Special Session of the General 
Assembly Devoted to Disarmament. 
World Disarmament Conference: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
the World Disarmament Conference. 

International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space: report of 
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 

Preparation of an international convention on principles governing the 
use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broad
casting: report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 

1
37. 

50. 

127. 

Conclusion of a world treaty on the non-use of force in international 
relations: report of the Secretary-General. 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of International 
Security: reports of the Secretary-General. 
Deepening and consolidation of international detente and prevention of 
the danger of nuclear war. 
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[See the fascicle for items 33, 34, 38-49 and 51-53.] 

[See the fascicle for items 37, 50 and 127.] 

[See the fascicle for items 33, 34, 38-49 and 51-53.] 

Effects of atomic radiation: report of the United Nations Scientific 
Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation. 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East: 
(a) Report of the Commissioner-General; 

(b) Report of the Working Group on the Financing of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East; 

(c) Report of the United Nations Conciliation Commission for Pal
estine; 

(d) Reports of the Secretary-General. 

56. Comprehensive review of the whole question of peace-keeping opera
tions in all their aspects: report of the Special Committee on Peace
keeping Operations. 

57. Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affect
ing the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories. 

58. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development; 

(a) Report of the Trade and Development Board; 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General; 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations Confer
ence on Trade and Development. 

59. United Nations Industrial Development Organization: 

(a) Report of the Industrial Development Board; 

(b) Report of the Executive Director. 
60. United Nations Institute for Training and Research: report of the 

Executive Director. 

61. Operational activities for development: 
(a) United Nations Development Programme; 
(b) United Nations Capital Development Fund; 
(c) Technical co-operation activities undertaken by the Secretary-

General; 
(d) United Nations Volunteers programme; 
(e) United Nations Fund for Population Activities; 
(f) United Nations Children's Fund; 
(g) World Food Programme; 
(h) United Nations Special Fund for Land-locked Developing Coun

tries; 
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(i) Confirmation of the appointment of the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Special Fund for Land-locked Developing Coun
tries. 

62. United Nations Environment Programme: 

(a) Report of the Governing Council; 

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General; 

(c) United Nations Conference on Desertification. 

63 Food problems: report of the World Food Council. 

64. United Nations Special Fund: 

(a) Report of the Board of Governors; 

(b) Confirmation of the appointment of the Executive Director. 

65. United Nations University: 
(a) Report of the Council of the United Nations University; 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 
66. Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator: reports of 

the Secretary-General. 

67. Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of General 
Assembly resolutions 2626 (XXV), 3202 (S-VI), 3281 (XXIX) and 
3362 (S-VII), entitled respectively "International Development Strategy 
for the Second United Nations Development Decade", "Programme of 
Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order", 
"Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States" and "Development 
a.nd international economic co-operation". 

68. Unified approach to development analysis and planning. 
69 Long-term trends in the economic development of the regions of the 

world. 

70. Economic co-operation among developing countries: reports of the 
Secretary-General. 

71 Acceleration of the transfer of real resources to developing countries: 
report of the Secretary-General. 

72. Technical co-operation among developing countries: United Nations 
Conference on Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries. 

73. United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Develop
ment. 

74. Elimination of all forms of racial discrimination: 

(a) Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina
tibn: report of the Secretary-General; 

(b) Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimi
nation; 

(c) Status of the International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination: report of the Secretary-General; 

(d) Status of the International Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid: report of the Secretary
General. 

7~ World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 

16. Alternative approaches and ways and means within the United Nations 
system for improving the ·effective enjoyment of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms: reports of the Secretary-General. 

77 Crime prevention and control: report of the Secretary-General. 

78. Question of the elderly and the aged: report of the Secretary-General. 

79. Importance of the universal realization of the right of peoples to self
determination and of the speedy granting of independence to colonial 
countries and peoples for the effective guarantee and observance of 
human rights: report of the Secretary-General. 

80. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or de;srading treatment or punishment. 
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81. International Covenants on Human Rights: 

(a) Report of the Human Rights Committee; 

(b) Status of the International Cove11ant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights: report of the Secretary-General. 

82. International Year for Disabled Persons: report of the Secretary-Gen
eral. 

R3. Human rights and scientific and technological developments. 

84. Policies and programmes relating to youth: reports of the Secretary
General. 

85. United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace: 
reports of the Secretary-General. 

86. Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance. 

87. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees: 

(a) Report of the High Commissioner; 

(b) Question of the continuation of the Office of the High Commis
sioner; 

(c) Election of the High Commissioner. 

88. Freedom of information: 
(a) Draft Declaration on Freedom of Information; 
(b) Draft Convention on Freedom of Information. 

89. United Nations conference for an international convention on adoption 
law. 

90. Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted under 
Article 73e of the Charter of the United Nations: 
(a) Report of the Secretary-General; 
(b) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard 

to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

91. Question of Namibia: 
(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard 

to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

(b) Report of the United Nations Council for Namibia; 
(c) Report of the Secretary-General; 
(d) Appointment of the United Nations Commissioner for Namibia. 

92. Question of Southern Rhodesia: report of the Special Committee on 
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

93. Question of East Timor: report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

94. Activities of foreign economic and other interests which are impeding 
the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples in Southern Rhodesia and Namibia 
and in all other Territories under colonial domination and efforts to 
eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in southern 
Africa: report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard 
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

95. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and the 
international institutions associated with the United Nations: 
(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard 

to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General. 
12. Report of the Economic and Social Council. 
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the formulation, review and approval of programmes and budgets. 

103. Administrative and budgetary co-ordination of the United Nations 
with the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy 
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Budgetary Questions. 
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(a) Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit; 

(b) Appointment of the members of the Joint Inspection Unit. 

105. Pattern of conferences: report of the Committee on Conferences. 

106. Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of the 
United Nations: report of the Committee on Contributions. 

107. Appointments to fill vacancies in the membership of subsidiary organs 
of the General Assembly: 

(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions; 

(b) Committee on Contributions; 

(c) Board of Auditors; 
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by the Secretary-General; 

(e) United Nat.ions Administrative Tribunal; 
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(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 
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112 Report of the International Law Commission on the work of its twenty
ninth session. 

113. Report of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 
on the work of its tenth session. 
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United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dis
semination and Wider Appreciation of International Law: report of 
the Secretary-General. 

Respect for human rights in armed conflicts: report of the Secretary
General. 

Report of the Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations 
and on the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization. 

Report of the Committee on Relations with the Host Country. 

Measures to prevent international terrorism which endangers or takes 
innocent human lives or jeopardizes fundamental freedoms, and study 
of the underlying causes of those forms of terrorism and acts of violence 
which lie in misery, frustration, grievance and despair and which cause 
some people to sacrifice human lives, including their own, in an attempt 
to effect radical changes: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Inter
national Terrorism. 

Drafting of an international convention against the taking of hostages: 
report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an International 
Convention against the Taking of Hostages. 

Resolutions adopted by the United Nations Conference on the Rep
resentation of States in Their Relations with International Organizations: 

(a) Resolution relating to the observer status of national liberation 
movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity 
and/or by the League of Arab States; 

(b) Resolution relating to the application of the Convention in future 
activities of international organizations. 

Consolidation and progressive evolution of the norms and principles 
of international economic development law. 

Recommendation adopted by the United Nations Conference on Suc
cession of States in Respect of Treaties. 

Establishment of an agency or a department of the United Nations for 
undertaking, co-ordinating and disseminating the results of research 
into unidentified flying objects and related phenomena. 
Review of the multilateral treaty-making process. 

Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte. 

Recent illegal Israeli measures in the occupied Arab territories designed 
to change the legal status, geographical nature and demographic com
position of those territories in contravention of the principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations, of Israel's international obligations under 
the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and of United Nations resolu
tions, and obstruction of efforts aimed at achieving a just and lasting 
peace in the Middle East. 

[See the fascicle for items 3 7, 50 and 127 .] 
Question of the composition of the relevant organs of the United 
Nations. 

Safety of international civil aviation. 

Place of meeting of the thirty-third session of the General Assembly. 

Draft Code of Offences against the Peace and Security of Mankind. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/ 423 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

1. The item entitled "Alternative approaches and 
ways and means within the United Nations system for 
improving the effective enjoyment of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms: reports of the Secretary
General" was included in the provisional agenda of 
the thirty-second session of the General Assembly in 
accordance with paragraph 5 of its resolution 3451 
(XXX) of 9 December 1975. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 Septem
ber 1977, the General Assembly, on the recommenda
tion of the General Committee, decided to include the 
item in its agenda and to allocate it to the Third 
Committee. 

3. The Committee considered the item at its 42nd 
to 44th, 49th to 55th, 64th, 65th and 67th to 69th 
meetings, between 9 November and 6 December 1977. 
The views expressed by the representatives of Member 
States on the item are contained in the summary rec
ords of those meetings. 

4. For the consideration of the item, the Com
mittee had before it the following documents: 

(a) The report of the Secretary-General (A/32/ 
178) prepared in accordance with paragraph 3 of 
General Assembly resolution 3451 (XXX); 

(b) The report of the Secretary-General (A/32/ 
179) on the status of the international conventions 
in the field of human rights, prepared in accordance 
with paragraph 4 of General Assembly resolution 
3451 (XXX); 

(c) A letter dated 15 March 1977 from the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Egypt to the Secretary-General (A/32/61). 

1 

[Original: English] 
[13 December 1977] 

5. At the 42nd meeting, on 9 November, the Dep
uty Director of the Division of Human Rights intro
duced the item. 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

A. Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.J7 
6. At the 54th meeting, on 22 November, the 

representative of Yugoslavia introduced a draft reso
lution (A/C.3/32/L.17) which was sponsored by Ar
gentina, Cuba, Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, the 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mali, Pakistan, 
Peru, the Philippines, Senegal, the United Republic 
of Tanzania, Yemen, Yugoslavia and Zambia, subse
quently joined by Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Burundi, 
the Comoros, Ethiopia, Kenya, Papua New Guinea, 
the Syrian Arab Republic and Viet Nam. Senegal later 
withdrew as sponsor. The draft resolution read as 
follows: 

"The General Assembly, 
"Convinced that the observance by all States of 

the purposes and principles of the United Nations 
Charter is fundamental for the promotion and respect 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms and for 
the realization of the full dignity and worth of the 
human person, 

"Conscious that it is the duty of all Member States 
to achieve international co-operatiou in solving in
ternational problems of an economic, social, cultural 
or humanitarian character and in promoting and 
encouraging respect for human rights and for funda
mental freedoms for all, without distinction as to 
race, sex, language or religion, 

Annexes (32) 76 
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"Convinced that such co-operation should be tention and urgent consideration should be given to 

based on a profound understanding of the variety the implementation of both civil and political, and 
of problems existing in different societies and on the economic, social and cultural rights; 
full respect for their economic, social and cultural " (b) The full realization of civil and political 
realities, rights without the enjoyment of economic, social 

"Bearing in mind the Universal Declaration of and cultural rights is impossible, as recognized by 
Human Rights, the Proclamation of Teheran (1968); 

"Acknowledging the progress achieved by the in- "(c) Consequently, human rights questions 
ternational community in the promotion and pro- should be examined globally, taking into account 
tection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, both the over-all context of the various realities in 
particularly, with respect to the standard-setting work which they present themselves, as well as the need 
within the United Nations system, for the promotion of the full dignity of the human 

person and the development of the society; 
"Noting with satisfaction the entry into force of 

the International Covenants on Human Rights and 
of a large number of other important international 
instruments in the field of human rights, 

"Considering that the acceptance by Member States 
of the obligations contained in said instruments is 
an important element for the universal realization 
and respect of human rights and fundamental free
doms, 

"Profoundly convinced that all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms are interrelated and indi
visible, 

"Recognizing that the persistence of apartheid and 
all forms of racial discrimination, colonialism, for
eign domination and occupation, aggression and 
threats against national sovereignty, national unity 
and territorial integrity, as well as the refusal to 
recognize the fundamental rights of all peoples to 
self-determination, and of every nation to exercise 
full sovereignty over its national wealth and re
sources constitute situations which in themselves are 
and generate mass and flagrant violations of all 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

"Deeply concerned at the continuing existence of 
an unjust international economic order which con
stitutes a major obstacle to the realization of the 
economic, social and cultural rights in developing 
countries, 

"Considering that the approach to the future work 
within the United Nations system in the field of 
human rights should take into due account the ex
periences and the general situation of, as well as 
the efforts made by, the developing countries to im
plement human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

"Considering that the thirtieth anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights should be 
marked by an over-all analysis of existing problems 
in the field of human rights and by increased efforts 
in finding appropriate solutions for the effective pro
motion and protection of human rights and funda
mental freedoms taking into account the experiences 
and contributions of both developed and developing 
countries, 

"Having considered the reports1 by the Secretary
General on this item, 

"I. Decides that the approach to the future work 
within the United Nations system with respect to 
human rights questions should take into account the 
following concepts: 

" (a) All human rights and fundamental free
doms are indivisible and interdependent; equal at-

1 A/10235, A/32/178 and A/32/179. 

"(d) In this revaluation of the approach to 
human rights within the United Nations system, the 
international community should accord priority to 
the search of solutions to the mass and flagrant vio
lations of human rights of peoples, such as those 
resulting from the persistence of apartheid and all 
forms of racial discrimination, colonialism, foreign 
domination and occupation, aggression and threats 
against national sovereignty, national unity and ter
ritorial integrity, as well as of the refusal to recognize 
the fundamental rights of peoples to self-determina
tion, and of every nation to exercise full sovereignty 
over its wealth and natural resources; 

"(e) The implementation of the New Interna
tional Economic Order is an essential element for the 
effective promotion of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms and should also be accorded priority; 

"(f) It is of paramount importance for the pro
motion of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
that Member States undertake specific obligations 
through accession or ratification of international in
struments in this field. Consequently, the standard
setting work within the United Nations system in 
the field of human rights and the universal accept
ance and implementation of the relevant interna
tional instruments should be encouraged; 

"(g) The experience and contribution of both 
developed and developing countries should be taken 
into account by all organs of the United Nations 
system in their work related to human rights and 
fundamental freedoms; 

"2. Requests the Commission on Human Rights: 

"(a) To undertake, as a matter of priority at 
its thirty-fourth session an over-all analysis of the 
alternative approaches and ways and means within 
the United Nations system for improving the effective 
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental free
doms, in the light of the above concepts; 

" (b) To comply with the mandate established in 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1992 (LX) 
and its decision 4 (XXXIII), also in the light of 
this resolution; 

"(c) To submit to the General Assembly, at 
its thirty-fourth session, a report with its conclusions 
and recommendations on the work done with respect 
to (a) and (b) above, and to present a progress 
report to the General Assembly, at its thirty-third 
session; 

"3. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit 
this resolution to all United Nations organs and spe
cialized agencies concerned; 
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"4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda 
of its thirty-third session the item "Alternative ap
proaches and ways and means within the United 
Nations system for improving the effective enjoyment 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms." 

7. At the 55th meeting, on 23 November, the rep
resentative of Morocco submitted amendments (A/C.3 1 
32/L.33) to the draft resolution by which the following 
changes were proposed: 

(a) The insertion, between the seventh and eighth 
preambular paragraphs, of the following new para
graph: 

"Recognizing that, in accordance with the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights, the ideal of a 
free human being, liberated from fear and poverty, 
can be achieved only if conditions are created which 
permit everyone to enjoy his economic, social and 
cultural as well as his civil and political rights,"; 

(b) The insertion, in the tenth preambular para
graph, of the word "full" before the word "realization"; 

(c) The insertion, in the twelfth preambular para
graph, of the words "of individuals" after the words 
"fundamental freedoms"; 

(d) The replacement, in operative paragraph 1 (a), 
of the words "to the implementation of both civil and 
political, and economic, social and cultural rights" by 
the words "to the implementation, promotion and pro
tection of civil and political as well as economic, social 
and cultural rights for all, without distinction as to 
race, sex, colour, language or religion"; 

(e) The insertion, in operative paragraph 1 (b), 
of the word "effective" before the word "enjoyment"; 

(f) The replacement, in operative paragraph 1 (c), 
of the words "human rights questions" by the words 
"questions relating to the promotion and protection 
of the human rights of individuals" and the insertion 
of the words "and well-being" after the word "de
velopment"; 

(g) The insertion, in operative paragraph 1 (d), 
of the words "a certain degree of' before the word 
"priority"; 

(h) The replacement of operative paragraph 1 (e) 
by the following: 

"(e) Although every Government has the pri
mary role in and the ultimate responsibility for en
suring the social progress and well-being of its people, 
the implementation of the new international eco
nomic order is likely to facilitate the effective pro
motion of the rights of individuals, particularly their 
economic, social and cultural rights, and should also 
be accorded priority"; 

(i) The replacement, in operative paragraph 1 (g), 
of the words "human rights and fundamental freedoms" 
by the words "the protection and promotion of human 
rights for all, without distinction as to race, sex, lan
guage or religion". 

8. At the 67th meeting, on 5 December, the repre
sentative of Yugoslavia introduced a revised draft reso
lution (A/C.3/32/L.l7 /Rev. 1) which was sponsored 
by Angola, Argentina, Bangladesh, Benin, Bulgaria, 
Burundi, the Comoros, Cuba, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, 
Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, the Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mali, New Zealand, 
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, the Philippines, 

Sweden, the Syrian Arab Republic, the United Republic 
of Tanzania, VietNam, Yemen, Yugoslavia and Zam
bia, subsequently joined by Democratic Yemen, Equa
torial Guinea and Guinea (for the text, see para. 24 
below). 

9. At the same meeting, the representative of Mo
rocco withdrew the first, fifth, sixth and seventh amend
ments (see paras. 7 (a), (e), (f) and (g) above). In 
view of the changes made in the order of the para
graphs in the revised draft resolution, the representative 
of Morocco announced some consequential changes in 
the remaining amendments (see paras. 7 (b), (c), (d), 
(h) and (i) above). 

10. At the 68th meeting, on 5 December, the Com
mittee voted on the revised draft resolution (A/C.3/ 
32/L.l7/Rev.l) and amendments (A/C.3/32/L.33) 
thereto, as follows: 

(a) The second amendment (see para. 7 (b) above) 
was rejected by a recorded vote of 63 to 48, with 24 
abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Can
ada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Luxembourg, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, 
Netherlands. Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, 
Paraguay, Rwanda, Senegal, Singapore, Spain, Suri
nam, Swaziland, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zaire.2 

Against: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bang
ladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, 
Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Dem
ocratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Finland, German Democratic Republic, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, 
Mongolia. Mozambique, New Zealand, Pakistan, Papua 
New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Samoa, 
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Tanzania, VietNam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Bahamas, Barbados, Burma, 
Central African Empire, Chad, Gambia, Greece, Gre
nada, Haiti, Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Malawi, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Niger, Oman, Portugal, Romania, 
Sierra Leone, Thailand, Tunisia, United Republic of 
Cameroon. 

(b) The third amendment (see para. 7 (c) above) 
was rejected by a recorded vote of 63 to 54, with 20 ab
stentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Can
ada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Gabon, Gam
bia, Germany. Federal Republic of, Ghana, Grenada, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Ivory Coast, Japan, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Luxem
bourg, Malawi, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Nether-

2 The representative of Gabon subsequently indicated that 
her delegation had intended to vote in favour of the second 
amendment. 
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lands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, 
Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Spain, Su
rinam, Swaziland, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zaire. 

Against: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bang
ladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, 
Comoros, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Fin
land, German Democratic Republic, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, Mon
golia, Mozambique, New Zealand, Pakistan, Papua 
New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Samoa, 
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Re
public of Tanzania, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Zambia. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Bahamas, Barbados, 
Burma, Central African Empire, Chad, Congo, Greece, 
Haiti, Indonesia, Jamaica, Malaysia, Nepal, Niger, 
Oman, Portugal, Romania, Thailand, Tunisia, United 
Republic of Cameroon. 

(c) The fourth amendment (see para. 7 (d) 
above) was rejected by a recorded vote of 63 to 49, 
with 23 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Do
minican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, 
Gabon, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Guate
mala, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, 
Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Luxembourg, Malawi, 
Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, Nicaragua, 
Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Singapore, Spain, Surinam, Swaziland, Turkey, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zaire. 

Against: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bang
ladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, 
Comoros, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Fin
land, German Democratic Republic, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, Mon
golia, Mozambique, New Zealand, Pakistan, Papua 
New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Samoa, 
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Re
public of Tanzania, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Zambia. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Bahamas, Barbados, 
Burma, Central African Empire, Chad, Congo, Gam
bia, Greece, Haiti, Honduras, Indonesia, Jamaica, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Niger, Oman, Portugal, Romania, 
Sierra Leone, Thailand, United Republic of Cameroon, 
Upper Volta. 

(d) The eighth amendment (see para. 7 (h) above) 
was rejected by a recorded vote of 65 to 44, with 
25 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Do
minican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, 
Gabon, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Guate
mala, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Leba
non, Liberia, Luxembourg, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, 
Rwanda, Senegal, Singapore, Spain, Surinam, Swazi
land, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Zaire. 

Against: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bang
ladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, 
Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Dem
ocratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Finland, German Democratic Republic, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, 
Mongolia, Mozambique, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Po
land, Qatar, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Uganda, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Re
public of Tanzania, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Zambia. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Bahamas, Barbados, 
Burma, Central African Empire, Chad, Gambia, 
Greece, Grenada, Haiti, Honduras, Indonesia, J a
maica, Japan, Malawi, Malaysia, Nepal, Oman, Por
tugal, Romania, Sierra Leone, Thailand, Trinidad and 
Tobago, United Republic of Cameroon, United States 
of America. 

(e) The ninth amendment (see para. 7 (i) above) 
was rejected by a recorded vote of 64 to 51, with 
22 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Do
minican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, 
Gabon, Gambia, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Ghana, Guatemala, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory 
Coast, Japan, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Luxembourg, 
Malawi, Mauritania, Morocco, Netherlands, Nicaragua, 
Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Singapore, Spain, Surinam, Swaziland, Tunisia, Tur
key, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, United States of America, Upper Volta, Uru
guay, Venezuela, Zaire. 

Against: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bang
ladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, 
Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Dem
ocratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Finland, German Democratic Republic, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, 
Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, New Zealand, Paki
stan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 
Qatar, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Uganda, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Re
public of Tanzania, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Zambia. 
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Abstaining: Afghanistan, Bahamas, Barbados, 
Burma, Central African Empire, Chad, Greece, Gren
ada, Haiti, Honduras, Indonesia, Jamaica, Malaysia, 
Nepal, Niger, Oman, Portugal, Romania, Sierra Leone, 
Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, United Republic of 
Cameroon. 

(f) The revised draft resolution (A/C.3/32/ 
L.17 /Rev.1) was adopted by a recorded vote of 126 
to none, with 11 abstentions (see para. 24 below). The 
voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, 
Australia, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Repub
lic, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Empire, 
Chad, Chile, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauri
tania, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nepal, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, 
Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, 
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, 
Rwanda, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Swazi
land, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Trini
dad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Spain, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

B. Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.25 

11. The Committee had before it a draft resolu
tion (A/C.3/32/L.25) which was sponsored by Bo
livia, Botswana, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, the 
Gambia, Honduras, Ireland, Italy, Lesotho, the Neth
erlands, Norway, Panama, Senegal, Spain and Vene
zuela. Botswana later withdrew as sponsor. The draft 
resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

... [Same text as the revised draft resolution con
tained in paragraph 12 below, with the exception of 
the seventh preambular paragraph and operative 
paragraphs 2 (a) (iii), 2 (b), 3 and 5, which read as 
follows: 

"Having considered the recommendation con
tained in Economic and Social Council resolution 
1237 (XLII) of 6 June 1967, 

"2. 
"(a) 

"(iii) Actively promote the understanding of 
the basic human rights inherent in the 

establishment of a new international eco
nomic order and of the necessity to link 
the traditional concept of human rights 
with the rights of all to have their basic 
needs met; 

" (b) Render, at the specific request of any 
State assistance and services, including good offices, 
to that State; the High Commissioner may submit 
a report on such assistance and services and on its 
results with the consent of the State or States con
cerned; 

"3. Stresses that the High Commissioner will 
have to exercise his functions in full compliance 
with the provisions of the Charter of the United 
Nations, and that the authority given to the High 
Commissioner by the present resolution shall not 
prejudice or authorize interference in the functions 
and powers of organs already in existence or which 
may be established for the promotion or protection 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the 
High Commissioner informed of the work of all 
organs of the United Nations and specialized agen
cies concerned with human rights, including the 
struggle against colonialism, apartheid, racism and 
racial discrimination, colonial domination, foreign 
occupation and alien subjugation, and to supply the 
facilities and information required for carrying out 
his functions;".] 

12. At the 50th meeting, on 17 November, the 
representative of Italy introduced a revised draft reso
lution (A/C.3/32/L.25/Rev.l) which was sponsored 
by Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, El Sal
vador, the Gambia, Honduras, Ireland, Italy, Lesotho, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Panama, Senegal, Spain, 
Surinam and Venezuela, subsequently joined by Aus
tralia, Canada, Finland, Iceland, New Zealand, Sweden, 
and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and North
ern Ireland. The revised draft resolution read as fol
lows: 

"The General Assembly, 
"Recalling that Member States under the Charter 

of the United Nations have pledged themselves to 
take joint and separate action in co-operation with 
the Organization for the achievement of universal 
respect for and observance of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as 
to race, sex, language, or religion, 

"Bearing in mind the entry into force of a number 
of international instruments in the field of human 
rights, the implementation of which has involved 
the establishment of new procedures and new com
mittees or other organs, 

"Recalling that important work is being carried 
out in the field of human rights by a number of 
United Nations specialized agencies and other United 
Nations bodies and organs, 

"Noting the importance of the role of the Secre
tary-General in providing good offices and other 
assistance and services at the request of States and 
United Nations organs, 

"Noting that there is a need to make full and 
more effective use of all United Nations resources 
in the field of human rights and also that there is 
a need to facilitate the co-operative fulfilment by 



6 General Assembly-Thirty-second Session-Annexes 

Member States of their Charter commitments to 
human rights, 

"Convinced that these functions could be most 
usefully combined and carried out by a permanent 
mechanism mandated with the resources to enhance 
and co-ordinate human rights activities within the 
United Nations system and to act in a consultative 
capacity providing advice and assistance in human 
rights questions at the specific request of States, 

"Having considered the report of the Working 
Group to study the proposal to create the institution 
of a United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights contained in document E/CN.4/ AC.21/L.l 
of 30 December 1966 and the recommendation con
tained in Economic and Social Council resolu
tion 1237 (XLII) of 6 June 1967, 

"1. Decides to establish, under the authority of 
the Secretary-General, a United Nations High Com
missioner for Human Rights, who will possess the 
degree of personal independence, prestige and in
tegrity required for the discreet and impartial per
formance of his functions; 

"2. Decides that the High Commissioner shall 
act within the framework of the Charter of the 
United Nations in order to: 

"(a) Promote and strengthen universal and ef
fective understanding and respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms for all without distinc
tion as to race, religion, sex or language, as set 
forth in the Charter of the United Nations, the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other 
instruments of the United Nations and in particular: 

"(i) Consider as areas of special concern and 
attention such massive violations of hu
man rights as apartheid, racism and racial 
discrimination, colonial domination, for
eign occupation and alien subjugation; 

"(ii) Give special attention to the critical im
portance of ensuring the effective enjoy
ment by all of their civil and political 
rights and their economic, social and cul
tural rights and such other rights as are 
recognized by the Charter of the United 
Nations and by the General Assembly, 
bearing in mind that all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms are indivisible and 
interdependent; 

"(iii) Actively promote the understanding of the 
basic human rights inherent in the estab
lishment of a new international economic 
order and of the necessity to link the 
traditional concept of. human rights with 
the rights of all to have their economic, 
social and cultural needs met; 

" (b) Render, at the specific request of any 
State, assistance and ~ervices, including good offices, 
to that State; the High Commissioner may submit 
a report on such assistance and services and on its 
results with the consent of the State concerned; 

" (c) Maintain close relations with the Secretary
General and all other organs of the United Nations 
specialized agencies and other intergovernmental or~ 
gan~zations co~cerned. with human rights, and give 
advice and assistance m order to ensure co-ordina
tion of their activities in the human rights field; 

" (d) Report annually to the General Assembly 
on his activities and on developments in the field 
of human rights; 

"3. Stresses that the High Commissioner will 
have to exercise his functions in full compliance 
with the provisions of the Charter of the United 
Nations, and that the authority given to the High 
Commissioner by the present resolution shall not 
prejudice or authorize interference in the functions 
and powers of organs already in existence or which 
may be established for the promotion or protection 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms, in par
ticular those bodies within the United Nations sys
tem entrusted with a specific mandate and com
petence in the areas listed in paragraph 2 (a) (i) 
of the present resolution; 

"4. Emphasizes that, in the accomplishment of 
his task, the High Commissioner will have to give 
the most careful consideration to the economic and 
social situation and the cultural and religious values 
of the different countries; 

"5. Requests the High Commissioner to keep 
in close contact with the Secretary-General in order 
to be informed of the work of all organs of the 
United Nations and specialized agencies concerned 
with human rights, including the struggle against 
colonialism, apartheid, racism and racial discrimina
tion, colonial domination, foreign occupation and 
alien subjugation, and for the supply of facilities 
and information required for carrying out his func
tions; 

"6. Decides that: 
"(a) The High Commissioner shall be appointed 

by the Secretary-General and confirmed by the Gen
eral Assembly for a term of five years and that his 
emoluments shall not be less favourable than those 
of an Under-Secretary; 

" (b) The emoluments of the High Commis
sioner shall be financed under the regular budget of 
the United Nations; 

"7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit at 
its thirty-third session concrete proposals on the 
organization of the UNHC's office, taking into ac
count the need to make full use of the existing re
sources; 

"8. Decides to hold, at its thirty-eighth session, 
a comprehensive review of the question of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights in the light of the activities undertaken and 
the results achieved by the High Commissioner." 
13. A note on the administrative and financial im-

plications of the draft resolution was submitted by 
the Secretary-General (A/C.3/32/L.34). At the 67th 
meeting, on 5 December, the Controller made a state
ment in that connexion. 

14. Amendments to the revised draft resolution 
(A/C.3/32/L.25/Rev.l) were proposed as follows: 

(a) At the 55th meeting, on 23 November, the 
representative of the German Democratic Republic, 
on behalf of the German Democratic Republic and 
Madagascar, introduced amendments (A/C.3/32/L.35) 
to the revised draft resolution, proposing the following 
changes: 

(i) The replacement of operative paragraphs 1 
and 2 by the following text: 
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"1. Decides to defer the establishment of 
the Office of a High Commissioner for Hu
man Rights until a consensus is reached; 

"2. Decides that the High Commissioner, 
if the Office is established, shall act within 
the framework of the Charter of the United 
Nations, and according to a mandate agreed 
upon by consensus in the General Assembly 
in order to:"; 

(ii) The replacement of operative paragraph 6 by 
the following text: 

"6. Requests the Secretary-General to un
dertake consultations with regional groups in 
order to ascertain the feasibility of a con
sensus on the establishment of the Office of a 
High Commissioner for Human Rights or any 
other mechanism to enhance human rights 
activities within the United Nations system 
and to report to the Commission on Human 
Rights at its thirty-fourth session"; 

{iii) The deletion of operative paragraphs 7 and 8. 
(b) A revised text of the amendments (A/C.3/ 

32/L.35/Rev.1) was submitted by the same sponsors 
who proposed the following changes: 

(i) The replacement of operative paragraph 1 by 
the following text: 

"1. Decides to defer the consideration of 
the establishment of the Office of a High 
Commissioner for Human Rights until the 
feasibility of a general agreement between 
Member States is ascertained"; 

(ii) The deletion of operative paragraph 2; 
{iii) The replacement of operative paragraph 6 

by the following text: 
"6. Requests the Secretary-General to un

dertake consultations with regional groups 
in order to ascertain the feasibility of a gen
eral agreement on the establishment of the 
Office of a High Commissioner for Human 
Rights or any other mechanism to enhance 
human rights activities within the United 
Nations system and to report to the Com
mission on Human Rights at its thirty-fourth 
session"; 

(iv) The deletion of operative paragraphs 7 and 8. 
(c) Amendments (A/C.3/32/L.36) to the re

vised draft resolution were also submitted by Angola, 
Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, Mongolia and the Ukrain
ian Soviet Socialist Republic, whereby the following 
changes would be made: 

(i) The replacement of the words "act in a con
sultative capacity providing" by the word 
"provide" in the sixth preambular para
graph; 

(ii) The insertion, after the seventh preambular 
paragraph, of the following new paragraph: 

"Recalling Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1995 (LX) of 14 May 1976 in 
which it commended the Commission on 
Human Rights for its contribution to the 
promotion of respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms"; 

(iii) The replacement of operative paragraph 1 
by the following text: 

"1. Determines that the Commission on 
Human Rights possesses the prestige and in
tegrity required for performance of its func
tions"; 

(iv) The replacement of the beginning of opera
tive paragraph 2 by the following: 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 

"2. Requests the Commission on Hu
man Rights to act within the framework of 
the Charter of the United Nations in order 
to:"; 
The replacement of operative paragraph 2 
(b) by the following: 

" (b) Requests the Secretary-General to 
couL~uu..., and strengthen advisory services 
in accordance with General Assembly reso
lution 926 (X);" 

The deletion, in operative paragraph 2 (c), 
of the words "the Secretary-General and" 
of the phrase "and give advice and assistance 
in order to ensure co-ordination of their 
activities in the human rights field"; 
The replacement, in operative paragraph 2 
(d) of the words "General Assembly" by 
the words "Economic and Social Council" 
and of the word "his" by the word "its"; 
The replacement, in operative paragraph 3, 
of the words "High Commissioner" by the 
word "Commission" and of the word "his" 
by the word "its"; 
The replacement, in operative paragraph 4, 
of the words "his" and "High Commis-
sioner" by the words "its" and "Commis
sion"; 
The replacement of the beginning of opera
tive paragraph 5 up to the word "work" by 
the following: 

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to 
keep the Commission informed of the work" 
and the deletion, also in operative para
graph 5, of the words "and for the supply 
of the facilities and information required 
for carrying out his functions"; 

(xi) The deletion of operative paragraphs 6, 7 
and 8. 

(d) Revised amendments (A/C.3/32/L.36/Rev.1) 
were then submitted by the same sponsors and com
prised only two changes to the 11 amendments initially 
proposed, as follows: 

(i) The fifth amendment, as revised, proposed 
the deletion of operative paragraph 2 (b); 

(ii) A twelfth amendment was added whereby a 
new operative paragraph 6 would be added to 
the draft resolution to read as follows: 

"6. Requests the Secretary-General to 
continue and strengthen advisory services in 
accordance with General Assembly resolu
tion 926 (X)." 

(e) At the 68th meeting, on 5 December, the rep
resentative of Saudi Arabia proposed the following 
oral amendments to the draft resolution: 

(i) The addition, after the word "functions" in 
operative paragraph 1, of the following text: 
"taking into account that, notwithstanding all 
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these high qualities, he will do his utmost to 
be impervious to any campaign that may be 
waged by a State or its mass media aimed at 
besmirching the reputation of another State 
Member of the United Nations"; 

(ii) The addition, at the end of operative para
graph 4, after the word "countries" of the 
following text: 

"taking into account that, in the discharge of 
his duties, he will refrain from resorting to 
any action which may jeopardize the develop
ment of friendly relations among nations and 
he should scrupulously observe paragraph 7 
of Article 2 of the Charter of the United 
Nations which states: 

'" 'Nothing contained in the present Char
ter shall authorize the United Nations to in
tervene in matters which are essentially 
within the domestic jurisdiction of any State 
or shall require the Members to submit 
such matters to settlement under the present 
Charter';". 

15. At the same meeting, the sponsors of the re
vised draft resolution (A/C.3/32/L.25/Rev.1) ac
cepted the first amendment of Saudi Arabia (see 
para. 14 (e) (i), above). 

16. At the same meeting, the representative of 
Cuba orally proposed the following draft decision: 

"The Committee decides not to vote on the draft 
resolution contained in document A/C.3/32/L.25/ 
Rev.1 on the understanding that the draft resolution 
and all documents related to it that were before the 
Third Committee at the thirty-second session of the 
General Assembly, as well as the opinions advanced 
in the course of the debate on the draft resolution 
are to be transmitted to the Commission on Human 
Rights to be considered at its thirty-fourth session 
during the over-all analysis to be undertaken on 
the alternative approaches and ways and means for 
improving the effective enjoyment of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms." 

17. Also at the same meeting, the Committee 
adopted the proposal by Cuba by a recorded vote of 62 
to 49, with 21 abstentions (see para. 23 below). The 
voting was as follows: 

In favour: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, 
Central African Empire, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Hungary, Indonesia, Iraq, Ja
maica, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mal
dives, Mali, Mongolia, Mozambique, Oman, Papua 
New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Ro
mania, Samoa. Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Ugamla, Ukrainian Soviet ';ocialist Republic, Union 
,_,f Soviet Socialist Rer,uhlic;,. United Arab Emirates, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Viet Nam, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Agmns·t: Australia, Au~tria, Bahamas, Belgium, 
Boliv1J. Canada. Chile. Colombia, Costa Rica, -Den
mark. Dominic<,n Republic, E! Salvador, Finland, 
France, (imnbia, German:. ~~•'der:ll Rcpuhlic of, 

Ghana, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory 
Coast, Japan, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Luxembourg, 
Malawi, Mauritania, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zea
land, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, 
Portugal, Senegal, Spain, Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire
land, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Zaire. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Barbados, Burma, Chad, 
Cyprus, Ecuador, Greece, India, Iran, Jordan, Leba
non, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, Rwanda, Singapore, 
Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, United Republic of Cam
eroon, Upper Volta. 

C. Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.28 

18. At the 49th meeting, on 16 November, the 
representative of Belgium introduced a draft resolu
tion (A/C.3/32/L.28) which was sponsored by Aus
tria, Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Rwanda and Senegal, 
subsequently joined by Luxembourg. The draft reso
lution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling Economic and Social Council resolu
tion 1503 (XLVIII) setting out 'the procedure ... 
for dealing with communications relating to viola
tions of human rights and fundamental freedoms', 
and in particular article 6 thereof, which provides, 
inter alia, for the appointment of an ad hoc com
mittee to investigate any situation which appears to 
reveal a consistent pattern of gross violations of 
human rights, 

"Recognizing that it is essential to make substan
tial progress towards better safeguards of the in
violability of human rights and fundamental free
doms, 

"1. Notes that such progress would be made if 
States voluntarily consented to the holding of an 
investigation requested by the Commission on Hu
man Rights pursuant to resolution 1503 (XLVIII), 
including access to their territory by the ad hoc 
committee appointed by the Commission for the 
purpose of carrying out the investigation; 

"2. Requests States voluntarily to waive the 
right accorded to them by resolution 1503 (XL VIII), 
and in particular article 6 thereof, to withhold con
sent for the holding of such an investigation and for 
access to their territory by the ad hoc committee as 
appointed by the Commission on Human Rights, 
and to communicate to the Secretary-General their 
statement of intent to that effect; 

"3. Requests the Secretary-General to list the 
names of States \vhich have transmitted such com
munications to him in a report to be submitted 
annually by him to the General Assembly as from 
the thirty-third session." 

19. At the 69th meeting, on 6 December, the Com
mittee rejected the draft resolution by a recorded vote 
of 45 to 29, with 51 abstentions. The voting was as 
follows: 

In favour: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, 
Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Finland, Germany, Federal Republic of, Iceland, Ire
land, Italy. Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Portugal, Rwanda, Sene
gal, Singapore, Spain, Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden, 
United States of America, Venezuela. 
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Against: Algeria, Argentina, Bahrain, Benin, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet So
cialist Republic, Chile, Comoros, Cuba, Czechoslova
kia, Democratic Yemen, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
German Democratic Republic, Guinea, Hungary, In
donesia, Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People's 
Democratic Republic, Madagascar, Mongolia, Mo
zambique, Oman, Paraguay, Poland, Qatar, Romania, 
Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, 
United Republic of Cameroon, Viet Nam, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Bahamas, Bangladesh, 
Barbados, Bhutan, Botswana, Burma, Cape Verde, 
Central African Empire, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Cy
prus, Egypt, El Salvador, Fiji, France, Ghana, Greece, 
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, India, Iran, Is
rael, Ivory Coast, Lebanon, Liberia, Malawi, Malaysia, 
Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, 
Niger, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, 
Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Zaire. 

D. Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.32 

20. At the 53rd meeting, on 22 November, the 
representative of Chile introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.3/32/L.32) which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling that Articles 55 and 56 of the Charter 
of the United Nations provide that the Organization 
shall promote universal respect for human rights 
and that all Member States pledge themselves to 
take joint and separate action for that purpose, 

"Bearing in mind the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the International Covenants on Civil 
and Political Rights and on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Declara
tion drawn up by the International Conference on 
Human Rights held at Teheran in 1968, and other 
universal and regional instruments promoting human 
rights and establishing machinery for their protec
tion, 

"Noting the Declaration on Principles of Inter
national Law concerning Friendly Relations and 
Co-operation among States in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations (resolution 2625 
(XXV)), especially in so far as relates to the duty 
of States to co-operate in the promotion of universal 
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms 
for all, 

"Also noting, inter alia, General Assembly reso
lutions 2144 (XXI), 3136 (XXVIII) and 3221 
(XXIX), Economic and Social Council resolution 
1164 (XLI) and resolution 2 (XXII) of the Com
mission on Human Rights, which call for strengthen
ing the United Nations system in order to ensure 
universal realization of human rights without distinc
tion of any kind and for determining the ways and 
means of strengthening it, 

"Considering that resolution 3221 (XXIX) called 
for soliciting the views of Member States, the spe
cialized agencies and regional intergovernmental or
ganizations on possible ways and means within the 

United Nations system for improving the effective 
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental free
doms and that resolution 3451 (XXX) requested 
the Secretary-General to submit an updated version 
of his report to the General Assembly at its thirty
seconc.l session, 

"Having considered the reports of the Secretary
General on this subject, 1 

"Bearing in mind Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1159 (XLI), the report of the Ad Hoc 
Working Group on regional human rights commis-
5ions3 and other agreements and documents referring 
to the activities and functions of the above-mentioned 
regional commissions, 

"Noting that the only existing system for the in
vestigating of specific allegations of violations of hu
man rights (resolution 1503 (XLVIII)) has not 
completely fulfilled the purposes for which it was 
created, 

"Believing that it is essential to establish a general 
and universally applicable system which will permit 
the effective investigation of all reliably attested alle
gations of violations of human rights, 

"1. Requests the Secretary-General to appoint 
a group of 10 experts of recognized competence 
and proven experience in human rights matters, . in
cluding representatives of the different geographical 
areas and legal systems, to prepare a study with a 
view to the establishment of a system for the inves
tigation of allegations of violations of human rights; 

"2. Decides that that system, while universal in 
nature should take into account the characteristics 
of each geographical area and recognize the prilp.ary 
and decisive participation of regional or_gamza~IOns, 
avoid overlapping of competence, proVIde smtable 
machinerv for co-operation between the United Na
tions and. the States under investigation, and provide 
the latter with appropriate guarantees of equity and 
discretion; 

"3. Requests the group of experts to submit its 
report for consideration by the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixty-sixth session and for s~bseq?ent 
consideration by the General Assembly at 1ts thirty
fourth session, bearing in mind the material accumu
lated during the consideration of this subject by the 
United Nations and the views recently expressed by 
Member States in that regard; 

"4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda 
of its thirty-fourth session an item entitled :A!terna
tive approaches and ways and means w1thm the 
United Nations system for improving the effective en
joyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms'." 

21. A note by the Secretary-Gener~l (A/C,.3/_32/ 
L.44) on the administrative and financml Impl!catlor_ts 
of draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.32 was submitted m 
accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure. 

22. At the 69th meeting, the Committee reject.ed 
the draft resolution by a recorded vote of 50 to 15, w1th 
65 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador,_ Guate!Dala, 
Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Singapore, Spam, Sunnam, 
Uruguay. 

a E/CN.4/966 and Add. I. 
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Against: Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Bul
garia, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Canada, Cape Verde, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethio
pia, German Democratic Republic, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Hungary, Iraq, Jamaica, Lao People's Demo
cratic Republic, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Niger, 
Oman, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emi
rates, United Republic of Cameroon, United States of 
America, Upper Volta, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Aus
tria, Bahamas, Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan, Botswana, 
Brazil, Burma, Central African Empire, Chad, Como
ros, Cyprus, Denmark, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Gre
nada, Honduras, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ire
land, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Luxembourg, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mo
rocco, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Nor
way, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Por
tugal, Sierra Leone, Sweden, Thailand, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tan
zania, Zaire. 

Decision of the Third Committee 
23. The Committee decided not to vote on the draft 

resolution contained in document A/C.3/32/L.25/ 
Rev.l on the understanding that the draft resolution 
and all documents related to it that were before the 
Third Committee at the thirty-second session of the 
General Assembly, as well as the opinions advanced 
in the course of the debate on the draft resolution, 
would be transmitted to the Commission on Human 
Rights to be considered at its thirty-fourth session 
during the over-all analysis to be undertaken on the 
alternative approaches and ways and means for im
proving the effective enjoyment of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 
24. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen

eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lution: 
Alternative approaches and ways and means within 

the United Nations system for imprqving the effective 
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
The General Assembly, 
Convinced that the obligation of all States to observe 

the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations is fundamental for the promotion and respect 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms and for the 
realization of the full dignity and worth of the human 
person, 

Conscious that it is the duty of the United Nations 
and of all Member States to achieve international co
operation in solving international problems of an eco
nomic, social, cultural or humanitarian character and 
in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights 
and for fundamental freedoms for all, without distinc
tion as to race, sex, language or religion, 

Convinced that such co-operation should be based 
on a profound understanding of the variety of problems 

existing in different societies and on the full respect for 
their economic, social and cultural realities, 

Bearing in mind the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights,4 

Ac!,nowledging the progress achieved by the inter
national community in the promotion and protection 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms, particularly, 
with respect to the standard-setting work within the 
United Nations system, 

Noting with satisfaction the entry into force of the 
International Covenants on Human Rights5 and of a 
large number of other important international instru
ments in the field of human rights, 

Considering that the acceptance by Member States 
of the obligations contained in those instruments is an 
important element for the universal realization and re
spect of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, the ideal of free human 
beings enjoying freedom from fear and want can only 
be achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone 
may enjoy his economic, social and cultural rights, as 
well as his civil and political rights, 

Profoundly convinced that all human rights and fun
damental freedoms are interrelated and indivisible, 

Recognizing that apartheid, all forms of racial dis
crimination, colonialism, foreign domination and occu
pation, aggression and threats against national sover
eignty, national unity and territorial integrity, as well 
as the refusal to recognize the fundamental rights of 
all peoples to self-determination and of every nation 
to exercise full sovereignty over its natural wealth and 
resources constitute situations which in themselves are 
and generate mass and flagrant violations of all human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of peoples as well 
as of individuals, 

Deeply concerned at the continuing existence of an 
unjust international economic order which constitutes 
a major obstacle to the realization of the economic, 
social and cultural rights in developing countries, 

Considering that the approach to the future work 
within the United Nations system in the field of human 
rights should take into due account the experiences and 
the general situation of, as well as the efforts made by, 
the developing countries to implement human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, 

Considering that the thirtieth anniversary of the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights should be marked 
by an over-all analysis of existing problems in the field 
of human rights and by increased efforts in finding 
appropriate solutions for the effective promotion and 
protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
taking into account the experiences and contributions 
of both developed and developing countries, 

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-Gen
eral on this item,1 

1. Decides that the approach to the future work 
within the United Nations system with respect to human 
rights questions should take into account the following 
concepts: 

(a) All human rights and fundamental freedoms 
are indivisible and interdependent; equal attention and 

4 General Assembly resolution 217 A (III). 
5 General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
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urgent consideration should be given to the implemen
tation, promotion and protection of both civil and 
political, and economic, social and cultural rights; 

(b) The full realization of civil and political rights 
without the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural 
rights is impossible; the achievement of lasting progress 
in the implementation of human rights is dependent 
upon sound and effective national and international 
policies of economic and social development, as recog
nized by the Proclamation of Teheran (1968);6 

(c) All human rights and fundamental freedoms 
of the human person and of peoples are inalienable; 

{d) Consequently, human rights questions should 
be examined globally, taking into account both the 
over-all context of the various societies in which they 
present themselves, as well as the need for the promo
tion of the full dignity of the human person and the 
development and well-being of the society; 

(e) In the approaching human rights questions 
within the United Nations system, the international 
community should accord, or continue to accord, pri
ority to the search for solutions to the mass and flagrant 
violations of human rights of peoples and persons af
fected by situations such as those resulting from apart
heid, from all forms of racial discrimination, from 
colonialism, from foreign domination and occupation, 
from aggression and threats against national sovereignty, 
national unity and territorial integrity, as well as from 
the refusal to recognize the fundamental rights of peo
ples to self-determination and of every nation to the 
exercise of full sovereignty over its wealth and natural 
resources; 

(f) The realization of the new international eco
nomic order is an essential element for the effective 
promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
and should also be accorded priority; 

(g) It is of paramount importance for the promo
tion of human rights and fundamental freedoms that 
Member States undertake specific obligations through 

8 See Final Act of the International Conference of Human 
Rights (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.68.XIV.2), p. 3. 

accession to or ratification of international instruments 
in this field; consequently, the standard-setting work 
within the United Nations system in the field of human 
rights and the universal acceptance and implementation 
of the relevant international instruments should be en
couraged; 

(h) The experience and contribution of both de
veloped and developing countries should be taken into 
account by all organs of the United Nations system in 
their work related to human rights and fundamental · 
freedoms; 

2. Requests the Commission on Human Rights: 
(a) To undertake at its thirty-fourth session, as 

a matter of priority, an over-all analysis of the alter
native approaches and ways and means within the 
United Nations system for improving the effective en
joyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
in the light of the above concepts; 

(b) To comply with the mandate established by 
the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 1992 
(LX) of 12 May 1976 and the Commission in its de
cision 4 (XXXIII) of 21 February 1977,7 and also 
in the light of the present resolution; 

(c) To submit to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-fourth session, through the Economic and Social 
Council, a report with its conclusions and recommenda
tions of the work done with respect to paragraph 2 (a) 
and (b) above, and to submit a progress report to 
the Assembly, at its thirty-third session, through the 
Council; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the 
present resolution to all United Nations organs and 
specialized agencies concerned; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-third session the item entitled "Alternative 
approaches and ways and means within the United 
Nations system for improving the effective enjoyment 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms". 

7 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Sixty-second Session, Supplement No. 6, chap. XXI, sect. B. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/32/61 

A/32/178 
A/32/179 
A/C.3/32/L.I7 

At its 105th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly, 
by a recorded vote of 123 to none, with 15 abstentions, adopted the draft reso
lution submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/32/423, para. 24). For 
the final text, see resolution 32/130.8 

8 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/359 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

1. The item entitled "Crime prevention and con
trol: report of the Secretary-General" was included 
in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second session 
of the General Assembly in accordance with its reso
lution 3021 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972 and Eco
llomic and Social Council resolutions 1924 (LVIII) 
of 6 May 1975 and 2075 (LXII) of 13 May 1977. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 Septem
ber 1977, the General Assembly, on the recommen
dation of the General Committee, decided to include 
the item in its agenda and to allocate it to the Third 
Committee. 

3. The Committee considered the item at its 38th 
to 41st and 49th meetings, between 3 and 16 Novem
ber 1977. The views expressed by the representatives 
of Member States on the item are contained in the 
mmmary records of those meetings. 

4. For the consideration of the item, the Commit
tee had before it the following documents: 

(a) The relevant part of the report of the Eco
llOmic and Social Council (A/32/3, chap. VI, sect. A); 

(b) A note by the Secretary-General (A/32/163) 
:ontaining the draft resolutions submitted by the Eco
llomic and Social Council for adoption by the General 
Assembly; 

(c) The report of the Secretary-General (A/32/199) 
:ontaining a world-wide analysis of the problems of 
:rime and the administration of justice based on in
formation received from Governments; 

(d) The report of the Committee on Crime Pre
vention and Control on its fourth session (21 June
z July 1976) (E/CN.S/536); 

1 

[Original: English] 
[25 November 1977] 

(e) A letter dated 28 October 1977 from the repre
sentative of Portugal to the Secretary-General (A/C.3/ 
32/5 and Corr.l). 

5. At the 38th meeting, on 3 November 1977, the 
Assistant Director in charge of the Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice Branch of the Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs introduced the 
item. 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

A. Draft resolutions in document A/32/ 163 

6. The Committee had before it the draft reso
lutions submitted by the Economic and Social Council 
for adoption by the General Assembly (A/32/163, 
annex), which read as follows. 

"A 
"Methods and ways likely to be most effective in 

preventing crime and improving the treatment of 
offenders 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolution 3021 (XXVII) of 18 De
cember 1972, in which it instructed the Committee 
on Crime Prevention and Control to consider the 
methods and ways likely to be most effective in pre
venting crime and improving the treatment of of
fenders, including recommendations on the measures 
most appropriate in such areas as law enforcement, 
judicial procedures and correctional practices, 

"Concerned about the prevailing trends of crimi
nality in many countries of the world, which show 
the spread of emerging new forms of serious and 
organized crimes, 

Annexes ( 3 2) 77 
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"Having considered the report ::.ntitled "Methods 
and ways likely to be most effective in preventing 
crime and improving the treatment of offenders", 
contained in annex IV to the report of the Com
mittee on Crime Prevention and Control on its fourth 
session (E/CN.5/536), 

"1. Takes note of the above-mentioned report 
as a guideline for future United Nations activities 
directed towards the prevention and control of crime 
and delinquency and the treatment of offenders; 

"2. Invites Member States to make use of the 
report in formulating and implementing national 
crime prevention policies and strategies; 

"3. Calls upon Member States, as well as inter
national governmental and non-governmental organi
zations and specialized agencies, to collaborate fully 
with the United Nations Secretariat and with each 
other in pursuance of the goals set out in the report; 

"4. Urges all Member States, as well as inter
national governmental and non-governmental organi
zations, to support the United Nations Trust Fund 
for Social Defence and the international and regional 
institutes in crime prevention and control; 

"5. Recommends that the Secretary-General 
should draw on the report in formulating proposals 
for future medium-term plans in crime prevention 
and criminal justice. 

"B 
"Report of the Fifth United Nations Congress on the 

Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Of
fenders 

"The General Assembly, 

"Conscious of the seriousness of crime problems 
which have assumed new forms and dimensions in 
many countries of the world and are transcending 
national boundaries, 

"Concerned about the high social and material 
cost which crime exacts and the impediment it pre
sents to more wholesome development and a better 
quality of life for all, 

"Alarmed at the excesses of those crime control 
policies which, in certain countries, extend to torture 
and other abuses negating the basic principles of 
human rights and of criminal justice itself, 

"Reaffirming the need to develop effective and 
equitable policies for crime prevention and control 
consonant with fundamental human ri!!hts and a 
more rational use of available resources, both human 
and material, 

"Recognizing that the various forms of social con
trol for the prevention of crime should take into 
account differences in traditions, economic and poli
tical structures, available resources and levels of de
velopment existing among Member States, 

"Recalling the responsibility assumed by the United 
Nations in the field of crime prevention in General 
Assembly resolution 415 (V) of 1 December 1950, 
the affirmation of United Nations leadership in crime 
prevention as reflected in Economic and Social Coun
cil resolutions 731 F (XXVIII) of 30 July 1959 
and 830 D (XXXII) of 2 August 1961 and the call 
for strengthening international co-operation in crime 
prevention contained in Assembly resolution 3021 
(XXVII) of 18 December 1972, 

"Having considered the report of the Fifth Unitec 
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime anc 
the Treatment of Offenders,1 held at Geneva fron 
1 to 12 September 1975, and the recommendation 
made by the Committee on Crime Prevention anc 
Control at its fourth session (E/CN.5/536, chap. 1 
sect. B), 

"1. Endorses the conclusions of the Fifth Unitec 
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime anc 
the Treatment of Offenders; 

"2. Requests that, in the light of the needs em 
phasized at the Fifth United Nations Congress on th 
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenden 
the Secretary-General implement to the fullest exten 
possible the conclusions of the Fifth Congress, espe 
cially by: 

" (a) Giving them the widest possible circulatio 
and dissemination and by stimulating internatiom 
efforts to exchange experience and knowledge: 

" (b) Gathering and disseminating informatio 
concerning crime trends and criminal policies, wit 
special emphasis on economic criminality and abuse 
of economic power that have a detrimental effe< 
on national economies and international trade, an 
developing strategies to deal with them; 

"(c) Providing, to Member States requestin 
them, advice and assistance for the re-evaluation < 
their criminal justice systems and for reassessmer 
of the purposes as well as the effectiveness of sue 
systems in relation to national and local requirement: 

"(d) Elaborating guidelines for the developmer 
and implementation of policies designed to mak 
criminal justice systems more responsive to curre1 
social needs, to ensure the strict observance of fund~ 
mental human rights and to promote a more rationa 
consistent and integrated approach to the preventio 
of crime and the treatment of offenders; 

"(e) Fostering the exchange among countries< 
information relating to crime and to the functionin 
of the criminal justice systems and establishing a 
international system for a unified informational da1 
base; 

"(f) Transmitting for appropriate action to tt 
Economic and Social Council and its functional con 
missions, as well as to all other United Nations o 
gans and organizations concerned, those conclusior 
of the Fifth United Nations Congress on the Preve1 
tion of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders th: 
fall within their spheres of competence; 

"3. Stresses the need for intensive co-operatic 
and co-ordination in crime prevention and contn 
among all the United Nations organs and organiz: 
tions concerned, especially the United Nations De 
velopment Programme, the various regional commi 
sions and institutes and the specialized agencies; 

"4. Urges that technical assistance in crime pr' 
vention and control be made available to Goven 
ments requesting it as a matter of urgency, and th 
high priority be given to the provision of region 
and interregional technical advisory services and cc 
operation, particularly in the light of recent directiv1 
of the policy-making bodies of the United Natio1 
focusing on regional and intercountry activities, ar 
the proven success of this approach to crime pr 
vention; 

1 A/CONF.56/10 (United Nations publication, Sales 1' 
E.76.1V.2 and corrigendum). 
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"5. Invites Member States to give maximum at
tention and support to the conclusions of the Fifth 
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime 
and the Treatment of Offenders and to secure their 
utmost effect on national laws and practices; 

"6. Draws the attention of Member States to 
the existence of the United Nations Trust Fund for 
Social Defence, established in pursuance of Economic 
and Social Council resolution 1086 B (XXXIX) 
of 30 July 1965, and urges them to contribute to it; 

"7. Appeals to all Member States to support 
international action for crime prevention, especially 
through the sharing of costs of international meetings, 
seminars, workshops and training courses and by 
acting as hosts to regional research centres, and to 
furnish to the Secretary-General, in time for sub
mission to the Sixth United Nations Congress on the 
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, 
to be held at Sydney in 1980, information relating 
to the measures taken to implement the conclusions 
of the Fifth Congress; 

"8. Requests the Secretary-General to take the 
necessary measures for the preparation of the Sixth 
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime 
and the Treatment of Offenders and to prepare a re
port on the information received under paragraph 7 
above for submission to the Sixth Congress and to 
the General Assembly." 

7. At the 40th meeting, on '8 November, the repre
ntative of Australia, on behalf of the sponsors, in
>duced amendments (A/C.3/32/L.18 and A/C.32/ 
20) relating to draft resolution B (see para. 6 above). 

8. The amendment contained in document A/C.3/ 
:;L.18, sponsored by Australia, Austria, Argentina, 
>sta Rica, the Federal Republic of Germany, Ghana, 
mya, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, 
reden, Thailand and Uruguay, subsequently joined 

Paraguay, proposed the replacement of operative 
ragraph 8 by the following text: 

"8. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare 
a report on the information received under para
graph 7 above for submission to the Sixth Congress 
and to the General Assembly; 

"9. Further requests the Secretary-General to 
take the necessary measures for the preparation of 
the Sixth Congress, especially through the commis
sioning of consultant reports by experts, selected with 
due regard for equitable geographic representation, 
and the organization of regional preparatory meet
ings, pursuant to past practice, for Africa, Asia and 
Latin America, to which all Governments of the 
region may send experts, and to which the Secretary
General shall invite expert consultants from the re
gion." 

9. The amendment contained in document A/C.3/ 
/L.20, sponsored by Australia and Austria, proposed 
! addition of a new fourth preambular paragraph to 
1d as follows: 

"Recalling also in this context the Declaration on 
the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected 
to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment, adopted in its resolution 
3452 (XXX) of 9 December 1975,". 

10. At the 49th meeting, on 16 November, the 
tairman submitted two draft resolutions ( A/C.3/32! 
31) replacing those submitted by the Economic and 

Social Council (A/32/163, annex) and the amend
ments thereto (A/C.3/32/L.l8 and A/C.3/32/L.20) 
(for the texts, see para. 23 below, draft resolution I 
and II). 

11. The Committee had before it a note by the 
Secretary-General (A/C.3/32/L.24) on the adminis
trative and financial implications pertaining to operative 
paragraph 8 of draft resolution B proposed by the 
Chairman in document A/C.3/32/L.31. 

12. At the 49th meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolutions proposed by the Chairman, with
out a vote. 

B. Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.l9 
13. At the 41st meeting, on 9 November, the rep

resentative of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/32/L.l9), spon
sored by Argentina, Benin, Cyprus, the German Demo
cratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Iraq, the Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Mauritius, Mexico, Poland, the Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic and Viet Nam, subsequently 
joined by Cuba, Lesotho, Mali, the Upper Volta and 
Uruguay, which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 
" ... [Same text as draft resolution III contained 

in paragraph 23 below, with the exception of the 
sixth preambular paragraph and operative para
graphs I, 2 and 4, which read as follows: 

"Taking into account that considerable changes 
in the field of the United Nations activity on crime 
prevention and control have taken place since General 
Assembly resolution 415 (V) was adopted, 

"1. Requests the Economic and Social Council 
to consider at its sixty-fourth session in a compre
hensive manner the question of crime prevention 
and control with the purpose of further co-ordination 
of the activities of the United Nations bodies in this 
field, and in particular the preparation every five 
years of a United Nations congress on the prevention 
of crime and the treatment of offenders, the publica
tion of the International Review of Criminal Policy, 
and the provision of technical assistance to interested 
Member States at their request; 

"2. Entrusts the Committee on Crime Prevention 
and Control with the functions of preparing the 
United Nations congresses on the prevention of crime 
and the treatment of offenders by submitting appro
priate proposals to the Economic and Social Council 
through the Commission for Social Development, 
concerning, inter alia, the place and time of the con
gresses, the provisiemal agenda, participation and pre
paration of the necessary documentation; 

"4. Decides further that the members of the 
Committee should be elected for a term of four 
years by the Commission for Social Development, on 
the basis of the principle of equitable geographical 
distribution, from among experts, who possess neces
sary qualifications and professional or scientific know
ledge in the field, on the nomination by Member 
States;".] 
14. At the 39th meeting, on 7 November, the repre

sentative of the Federal Republic of Germany submitted 
an oral amendment to the draft resolution whereby in 
operative paragraph 1 the words "keeping in mind 
General Assemblv resolution 415 (V)" would be added 
after the word "Council". 
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15. At the 40th meeting, on 8 November, the repre
sentative of Australia introduced amendments (A/C.3/ 
32/L.22) to the draft resolution whereby: 

(a) The sixth preambular paragraph would be 
amended to read: 

"Recalling its resolution 415 (V) of 1 Decem
ber 1950 concerning United Nations activities in the 
field of crime prevention and control, and taking into 
account the considerable changes which have taken 
place in the United Nations since that time"; 
(b) Operative paragraph 2 would be amended to 

read: 
"2. Entrusts the Economic and Social Council 

with the function of preparing the quinquennial inter
national congresses on the prevention of crime and 
the treatment of offenders, and requests the Com
mittee on Crime Prevention and Control to submit 
appropriate proposals to the Council concerning, 
inter alia, the place and time of the congresses and 
their preliminary agenda"; 

(c) In operative paragraph 4 the words "Com
mission for Social Development" would be replaced 
by the words "Economic and Social Council". 

16. At the 49th meeting, the representative of the 
United States of America proposed an oral amendment 
to operative paragraph 4 of the draft resolution whereby 
the words "with half the membership being elected 
every two years" would be inserted after the words 
"a term of four years". 

17. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
Federal Republic of Germany withdrew his oral amend
ment (see para. 14 above) and the sponsors of the 
draft resolution accepted the oral amendment of the 
United States of America (see para. 16 above) as well 
as the first and third amendments of Australia (A/C.3/ 
32/L.22) (see para. 15 (a) and (c) above). The spon
sors then revised operative paragraph 2 by deleting the 
words "through the Commission for Social Develop
ment". 

18. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution ( A/C.3 /32/L.19), as revised, with
out a vote (see para. 23 below, draft resolution Ill). 

C. Draft resolutions A/C.3/32/L.21 and Rev.l 

19. At the 40th meeting, on 8 November, the rep
resentative of Sweden introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.3/32/L.21), sponsored by Austria, Costa Rica, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, Honduras, Italy, the Neth
erlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Senegal, Swe
den and Venezuela, which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 
... [Same text as draft resolution IV contained 

in paragraph 23 below, with the exception of the 
fifth preambular paragraph and operative para
graphs 1, 4 and 5, which read as follows: 

"Considering that the Sixth United Nations Con
gress on the Prevention of Crime and Treatment of 
Offenders, to be held in accordance with General 
Assembly resolution 415 (V), will take place in 
September 1980 in Sydney, Australia, 

"1. Endorses the principle established in General 
Assembly resolution 2857 (XXVI) and in Economic 
and Social Council resolutions 1574 (L), 1745 (LIV) 
and 1930 (LVIII) that the main objective to be pur-

sued in the field of capital punishment is that ol 
progressively restricting the number of offences fm 
which the death penalty might be imposed, with a 
view to the desirability of abolishing this punishment: 

"4. Requests the Sixth United Nations Congres~ 
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment oJ 
Offenders to discuss, under the appropriate item or: 
its agenda, the various aspects of the use of capital 
punishment and the possible restriction thereof, in· 
eluding a more generous application of rules relatinf 
to pardon, commutation or reprieve, and to repor1 
thereon, with recommendations, to the General As· 
sembly at its thirty-fifth session; 

"5. Decides to consider, with high priority, a1 
its thirty-fifth session, the question of capital punish· 
ment."] 
20. At the 41st meeting, the representative of th( 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics introduced ora 
amendments whereby: 

(a) The fifth preambular paragraph would b( 
deleted; 

(b) The beginning of operative paragraph 1, UI 
to the words "the main objective", would be replacec 
by the following text: 

"1. Recalls that, in accordance with Genera 
Assembly resolution 2857 (XXVI) and Economic 
and Social Council resolutions 1574 (L), 174~ 
(LIV) and 1930 (LVIII)"; 
(c) The beginning of operative paragraph 4, UJ 

to the words "under the appropriate item", would be 
replaced by the following text: 

"4. Requests the Committee on Crime Preven 
tion and Control to consider"; 

(d) In operative paragraph 5, the words "witl 
high priority" would be replaced by the words "witl 
appropriate priority". 

21. At the 49th meeting, the representative o 
Sweden introduced a revised draft resolution (A/C.3, 
32/L.21/Rev.l), subsequently also sponsored by Can 
ada, in addition to the sponsors of the initial text 
which took into consideration the oral amendment 
proposed by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic 
(see para. 20 above) (for the text of the draft resolu 
tion, see para. 23 below, draft resolution IV). 

22. At the same meeting, the Committee adoptee 
draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.21/Rev.l without a vote 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

23. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen 
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso 
lutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Methods and ways likely to be most effective in pre 
venting crime and improving the treatment o 
offenders 
The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 3021 (XXVII) of 18 De 

cember 1972, in which it instructed the Committee o: 
Crime Prevention and Control to submit a report O' 

the methods and ways likely to be most effective i' 
preventing crime and improving the treatment of ol 
fenders, including recommendations on the measure 
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nost appropriate in such areas as law enforcement, 
udicial procedures and correctional practices, 

Concerned about the prevailing trends of criminality 
n many countries of the world, which show the spread 
Jf emerging new forms of serious and organized crime, 

1. Takes note of the report entitled "Methods and 
.vays likely to be most effective in preventing crime and 
mproving the treatment of offenders", contained in 
he report of the Committee on Crime Prevention and 
::=ontrol on its fourth session (E/CN.5/536, annex IV), 
ts a guideline for future United Nations activities di
·ected towards the prevention and control of crime and 
lelinquency and the treatment of offenders; 

2. Invites Member States to make use of the re
Jort, as appropriate, in formulating national crime 
Jrevention policies and strategies; 

3. Calls upon Member States, as well as interna
ional governmental organizations and relevant non
~overnmental organizations in consultative status with 
he Economic and Social Council and the specialized 
tgencies, to collaborate fully in pursuance of the goals 
;et out in the report; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to facilitate the 
;ollaboration referred to in paragraph 3 above; 

5. Urges all Member States, as well as interna
ional governmental and non-governmental organiza
ions, to support the United Nations Trust Fund for 
iocial Defence and the international and regional 
nstitutes in crime prevention and control; 

6. Recommends that the Secretary-General should 
lraw on the report in formulating proposals for future 
nedium-term plans in crime prevention and criminal 
ustice. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

~eport of the Fifth United Nations Congress on the 
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders 

The General Assembly, 

Conscious of the seriousness of crime problems, 
.vhich have assumed new forms and dimensions in 
nany countries of the world and are transcending na
ional boundaries, 

Concerned about the high social and material cost 
.vhich crime exacts and the impediment it presents to 
t more wholesome development and a better quality 
Jf life for all, 

Alarmed at the excesses of those crime control pol
des which, in certain countries, extend to torture and 
Jther abuses, negating the basic principles of human 
·ights and of criminal justice itself, 

Recalling in this context the Declaration on the 
:>rotection of All Persons from Being Subjected to 
rorture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat
nent or Punishment, contained in the annex to its 
·esolution 3452 (XXX) of 9 December 1975, 

Recognizing that the various forms of social control 
"or the prevention of crime should take into account 
:lifferences in traditions, economic and political struc
ures, available resources and levels of development 
~xisting among Member States, 

Recalling the responsibility assumed by the United 
~ations in crime prevention under General Assembly 
·esolution 415 (V) of 1 December 1950, which was 
tffirmed in Economic and Social Council resolu-

tions 731 F (XXVIII) of 30 July 1959 and 830 D 
(XXXII) of 2 August 1961, and in the promotion and 
strengthening of international co-operation in this field 
in accordance with Assembly resolution 3021 (XXVII) 
of 18 December 1972, 

Having considered the report of the Fifth United 
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Offenders, 1 held at Geneva from 1 to 
12 September 1975, and the recommendations made 
by the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control 
at its fourth session (E/CN.S/536, chap. I, sect. B), 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to implement to 
the fullest extent possible the conclusions of the Fifth 
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime 
and the Treatment of Offenders by: 

(a) Transmitting for appropriate action to the 
Economic and Social Council and its functional com
missions, as well as to all other United Nations organs 
and organizations concerned, those conclusions of the 
Fifth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of 
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders that fall within 
their spheres of competence; 

(b) Giving them the widest possible circulation 
and dissemination and stimulating international efforts 
to exchange experience and knowledge; 

(c) Gathering and disseminating information con
cerning crime trends and criminal policies, with special 
emphasis on economic criminality and abuses of eco
nomic power that have a detrimental effect on national 
economies and international trade, and developing 
strategies to deal with them; 

(d) Providing to Member States, at their request, 
advice and assistance for the re-evaluation of their 
criminal justice systems and for reassessment of the 
purposes as well as the effectiveness of such systems 
in relation to national and local requirements; 

(e) Elaborating guidelines for the development 
and implementation of policies designed to make crim
inal justice systems more responsive to current social 
needs, to ensure the strict observance of fundamental 
human rights and to promote a more rational, con
sistent and integrated approach to the prevention of 
crime and the treatment of offenders; 

(f) Fostering the exchange among countries of 
information relating to crime and to the functioning 
of the criminal justice systems; 

2. Stresses the need for intensive international and 
regional co-operation in crime prevention and control, 
as well as co-ordination, among all the United Nations 
organs and organizations concerned, especially the 
United Nations Development Programme, the various 
regional commissions and institutes of the specialized 
agencies; 

3. Urges that technical assistance in crime pre
vention and control be made available to Governments 
requesting it, as a matter of urgency, and that high 
priority be given to the provision of regional and inter
regional technical advisory services and co-operation, 
particularly in the light of recent directives of the pol
icy-making bodies of the United Nations focusing on 
regional and intercountry activities and the proved 
success of this approach to crime prevention; 

4. Invites Member States to give maximum atten
tion and support to the relevant conclusions of the 
Fifth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of 
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Crime and the Treatment of Offenders and to provide 
the Secretary-General, in time for submission to the 
Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of 
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, to be held at 
Sydney in 1980, information relating to the measures 
taken in this respect; 

5. Draws the attention of Member States to the 
existence of the United Nations Trust Fund for Social 
Defence, established in pursuance of Economic and 
Social Council resolution 1086 B (XXXIX) of 30 July 
1965, and urges them to contribute to it; 

6. Appeals to all Member States to support inter
national action for crime prevention, especially through 
the sharing of costs of international meetings, seminars, 
workshops and training courses and by acting as hosts 
to regional research centres; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a 
report on the information received under paragraph 4 
above for submission to the Sixth Congress and to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session; 

8. Further requests the Secretary-General to take 
the necessary measures for the preparation of the Sixth 
Congress, inter alia, through the commissioning of 
reports by consultant experts, selected with due regard 
to equitable geographic representation, and the organi
zation of regional preparatory meetings, pursuant to 
existing practice, for Africa, Asia and Latin America, 
to which all Governments of the region may send ex
perts and to which the Secretary-General shall invite 
consultant experts from the region concerned. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Crime prevention and control 
The General Assembly, 

Noting with concern the increase of crime in many 
parts of the world, 

Conscious that crime in its various forms hampers 
the economic, social and cultural development of peo
ples and threatens the enjoyment of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, 

Reaffirming the right of each State to formulate and 
implement its national policies and programmes in the 
field of crime prevention and control in accordance 
with its own needs and priorities, 

Recognizing the importance of co-operation among 
Member States and the efforts made by the interna
tional community in the field of crime prevention and 
control, as well as the need to co-ordinate the action 
of United Nations bodies in order to achieve greater 
effectiveness in this field, 

Noting the importance of the United Nations con
gresses on the prevention of crime and the treatment 
of offenders and the necessity of their thorough prepa
ration, 

Recalling its resolution 415 (V) of 1 December 
1950 concerning United Nations activities in the field 
of crime prevention and control, and taking into ac
count the considerable changes which have taken place 
in the United Nations since that time, 

Noting with satisfaction the report of the Secretary
General on crime prevention and control (A/32/199), 

1. Requests the Economic and Social Council to 
consider in a comprehensive manner at its sixty-fourth 
session the question of crime prevention and control 

with a view to further co-ordination of the activitie~ 
of United Nations bodies in this field, and in particula1 
the preparation every five years of a United Natiom 
congress on the prevention of crime and the treatmen1 
of offenders, the publication of the International Re
view of Criminal Policy and the provision of technical 
assistance to interested Member States, at their request 

2. Entrusts the Committee on Crime Preventior 
and Control with the function of preparing the Unitec 
Nations congresses on the prevention of crime and th€ 
treatment of offenders by submitting appropriate pro· 
posals to the Economic and Social Council concerning 
inter alia, the place and time of the congresses, th€ 
provisional agenda, participation and preparation o1 

the necessary documentation; 
3. Endorses the recommendation of the Fiftl 

United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crim1 
and the Treatment of Offenders, 1 which requested th1 
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control to reviev 
at its fifth session the provisional rules of procedun 
of the congresses with a view to bringing them int< 
conformity with current practice in other United Na 
tions bodies, conferences and congresses convene< 
under the auspices of the United Nations, and request: 
the Committee to submit the revised draft rules o 
procedure to the Economic and Social Council at it: 
sixty-sixth session; 

4. Decides further that the members of the Com 
mittee on Crime Prevention and Control should bl 
elected by the Economic and Social Council for a tern 
of four years, with half the membership being electe< 
every two years, on the basis of the principle of equi 
table geographical distribution, from among expert 
who possess the necessary qualifications and profes 
sional or scientific knowledge in the field and are nom 
inated by Member States; 

5. Invites the Economic and Social Council tc 
request the Commission for Social Development tc 
consider the question of the functions and long-tern 
programme of the work of the Committee on Crim 
Prevention and Control with a view to further improv 
ing United Nations activities in this field, and to submi 
its suggestions and proposals to the Council. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Capital punishment 

The General Assembly, 

Having regard to article 3 of the Universal Declar~ 
tion of Human Rights,2 which affirms everyone's rigt 
to life, and article 6 of the International Covenar 
on Civil and Political Rights,3 which also affirms th 
right to life as inherent to every human being, 

Recalling its resolutions 1396 (XIV) of 20 Noverr 
ber 1959, 2393 (XXIII) of 26 November 1968, 285 
(XXVI) of 20 December 1971 and 3011 (XXVII) c 
18 December 1972, as well as Economic and Soci< 
Council resolutions 934 (XXXV) of 9 April 196: 
1574 (L) of 20 May 1971,1656 (LII) of 1 June 197: 
1745 (LIV) of 16 May 1973 and 1930 (LVIII) c 
6 May 1975, which confirm the continuing interest c 
the United Nations in the study of the question c 
capital punishment with a view to promoting fu 
respect for everyone's right to life, 

2 General Assembly resolution 217 A (Ill). 
3 General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
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Concerned at the fact that only thirty-two Govern
nents responded to the questionnaire on capital punish
nent addressed to them for the preparation of the 
irst five-year report of 1975 on capital punishment,4 

ubmitted in accordance with Economic and Social 
:::ouncil resolution 1745 (LIV), 

Noting with concern that, notwithstanding the limited 
lrogress mentioned in the first five-year report of the 
:ecretary-General of 1975 on capital punishment, it 
emains extremely doubtful whether there is any pro
~ression towards the restriction of the use of the death 
lenalty, thus justifying the conclusions drawn by the 
:ecretary-General in the aforementioned report, 

Considering that the Sixth United Nations Congress 
m the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of 
)ffenders is to be held in 1980, 

Taking note of the request of the Economic and 
:ocial Council, in its resolution 1930 (LVIII), to the 
:ecretary-General, in accordance with General As
embly resolution 2857 (XXVI), to proceed with the 
eport on practices and statutory rules which may 
~overn the right of a person sentenced to capital pun
shment to petition for pardon, commutation or re
,rieve, and to report on these questions to the Council 
t the latest at its sixty-eighth session, together with 
he basic report of 1980 on capital punishment, 

Expressing the desirability of continuing and ex
landing the consideration of the question of capital 
mnishment by the United Nations, 

1. Reaffirms that, as established by the General 
~ssembly in resolution 2857 (XXVI) and by the Eco
tomic and Social Council in resolutions 1574 (L), 

4 E/5616 and Corr.l and 2 and Add.!. 

1745 (LIV) and 1930 (LVIII), the main objective 
to be pursued in the field of capital punishment is that 
of progressively restricting the number of offences for 
which the death penalty may be imposed with a view 
to the desirability of abolishing this punishment; 

2. Urges Member States to provide the Secretary
General with relevant information for his preparation 
of the second five-year report of 1980 on capital pun
ishment and of the report on practices and statutory 
rules which may govern the right of a person sentenced 
to capital punishment to petition for pardon, commu
tation or reprieve; 

3. Invites the Economic and Social Council to 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth ses
sion on its deliberation and recommendations on the 
basis of the aforementioned reports of the Secretary
General and of the study to be submitted by the Com
mittee on Crime Prevention and Control in accordance 
with Council resolution 1930 (LVIII); 

4. Calls upon the Sixth United Nations Congress 
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of 
Offenders to discuss the various aspects of the use 
of capital punishment and the possible restriction 
thereof, including a more generous application of rules 
relating to pardon, commutation or reprieve, and to 
report thereon, with recommendations, to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-fifth session; 

5. Requests the Committee on Crime Prevention 
and Control to give consideration to the appropriate 
place on the agenda of the Sixth Congress of the issue 
mentioned in paragraph 4 above, and to prepare docu
mentation on the question; 

6. Decides to consider, with high priority, at its 
thirty-fifth session the question of capital punishment. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

ocument No. 

.132/3 

/32/163 

/32/199 

/C.3/32/5/ and 
Corr.1 

/C.3/32/L.18 

/C.3/32/L.l9 

/C.3/32/L.20 

At its 98th plenary meeting, on 8 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted draft resolutions I to IV submitted by the Third Committee in its 
report (A/32/359, para. 23). For the final texts, see resolutions 32/58 to 32/61.5 

5 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/ 436 

Report of the Third Committee 

1. The item entitled "Question of the elderly and 
: aged: report of the Secretary-General" was in
lded in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second 
sian of the General Assembly in accordance with 
resolution 3137 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
77, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
the General Committee, decided to include the item 
its agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered the item at its 63rd, 
th, 70th, 71st and 73rd meetings, between 30 No
nber and 8 December 1977. The views expressed 
the representatives of Member States and observers 
the item are contained in the summary records of 

tse meetings. 
~- The Committee had before it the report of the 
:retary-General (A/32/130 and Corr.1) called for 
ier resolution 3137 (XXVIII). 
5. The Acting Assistant Director of the Centre for 
:ial Development and Humanitarian Affairs in
duced the item at the 63rd meeting, on 30 No
nber. 
5. At the 63rd meeting, the representative of Malta 
·oduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/32/L.40) spon
ed by Algeria, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Costa 
:a, Cyprus, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, France, the 
leral Republic of Germany, Ghana, Greece, Iceland, 
n, Italy, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malta, Mau
nia, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
rway, Pakistan, the Philippines, Spain, Thailand, 
1isia, Venezuela and Zaire, subsequently joined by 
ivia, the Central African Empire, Kuwait, Singa-

I 

[Original: English] 
[13 December 1977] 

pore, the United Arab Emirates, the United States of 
America and Uruguay. 

7. At the same meeting, the representative of Ar
gentina submitted an oral amendment to the draft 
resolution to insert the following paragraph between 
the fifth and sixth preambular paragraphs: 

"Recognizing the growing interest for developing 
and developed societies alike in the fuller participa
tion of the elderly in the mainstream of national 
societies". 

8. At the 70th meeting, on 6 December, the spon
sors agreed to incorporate the oral amendment by 
Argentina and revised the text accordingly. 

9. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution, as revised, without a vote (see 
para. 12 below, draft resolution I). 

10. At the 71st meeting, on 7 December, the rep
resentative of the United States of America introduced 
a draft resolution (A/C.3/32/L.58) entitled "Inter
national Year and World Assembly on Aging". [For 
the text, see para. 12 below, draft resolution 11.] 

11. At the 73rd meeting, on 8 December, the 
Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vote. 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

12. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lution: 
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Draft resolution I 

QUESTION OF THE ELDERLY AND THE AGED 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3137 (XXVIII) of 14 De
cember 1973 on the question of the elderly and the 
aged, 

Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 2077 
(LXII) of 13 May 1977 on the elderly, and the views 
expressed during the debate on the question at the 
twenty-fifth session of the Commission for Social De
velopment, 1 

Emphasizing that in the Declaration of Social Pro
gress and Development2 the General Assembly has 
proclaimed the necessity of protecting the rights and 
assuring the welfare of the aged, 

Noting also that the World Population Plan of 
Action,3 in its first recommendation, urged all Gov
ernments, when formulating their development policies 
and programmes, to take fully into account the im
plications of changing numbers and proportions of 
the aging, particularly where such changes are rapid, 

Bearing in mind that people all over the world now 
can expect a longer life and that more people reach 
old age, thus changing the population structure in 
many countries, 

Recognizing the growing interest for developing and 
developed societies in the fuller participation of the 
elderly in the mainstream of national societies, 

Noting the need for old people to be included in 
the general social welfare and social security system, 
where such systems exist, and to provide for their 
special needs of security, service and care, 

Bearing in mind the need to develop policies and 
programmes for the aging sector of society as an im
portant part of comprehensive plans for economic and 
social development, 

Stressing the importance of the role that the United 
Nations system should play in providing assistance to 
countries in carrying out their economic and social 
development plans, including those concerning the 
elderly and the aged, 

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the 
Secretary-General on the question of the elderly and 
the aged (A/32/130 and Corr.1), 

1. Recommends to Governments concerned, in 
formulating their national policies and programmes, 
to take into account the recommendations contained 
in General Assembly resolution 3137 (XXVIII) and 
to consider developing, as required and in accordance 
with their national priorities, policies and programmes 
for the welfare, including housing and social services, 
health, humanitarian well-being and economic secu
rity, of older people as well as measures aimed at 
maximizing their economic independence and their 
social integration into society, especially older people 
living in slums and uncontrolled settlements; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue and 
to expand, within the limits of existing resources, ac-

1 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Sixty-second Session, Supplement No. 5. 

2 Geneml Ass·embly resolution 2542 (XXIV). 
3 Report of the World Population Conference, 1974 (United 

Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.XIll.3), para. 63. 

tivities in this field, in co-operation with the agencie: 
concerned, particularly: 

(a) To consider measures for strengthening thl 
activities of the regional commissions designed to as 
sist the planning, establishment and improvement o 
social and health services for the aging; 

(b) To assist Governments, at their request anc 
in accordance with their national priorities, in th 
planning, establishment and expansion of programme 
for the older sector of the population in the contex 
of their over-all development programmes; 

(c) To conduct seminars and workshops and tl 
undertake studies on special issues in this field, i1 
particular those faced by the developing countries con 
cerned by the problem; 

(d) To conduct research into the possibility o 
preserving and promoting the strengthening of the fam 
ily unit with a view to facilitating, where appropriate 
the care of the elderly and the aged by their ow1 
families; 

(e) To collect, collate and disseminate the informa 
tion on aging through the Information Exchange Sy~ 
tern; 

3. Requests the competent and concerned spe 
cialized agencies of the United Nations system to giv 
continued attention to regional and international mee1 
ings on the major problems of concern to the agin 
and suggests that these organizations should engag 
in regular exchanges of information about their plan 
and activities in this field, particularly at the regiom 
levels; 

4. Requests the concerned United Nations bodie1 
organs and programmes, as well as the specialize 
agencies and interested non-governmental organization 
in consultative status with the Economic and Socil 
Council, to join with the United Nations in well cc 
ordinated activities to assist all Governments concerne 
especially those of the developing countries, in formt 
lating and implementing policies and programmes fc 
the welfare, including housing and social services, healt 
and protection of older people, aimed at maximizin 
their economic independence and maintaining a suitabl 
role in society; 

5. Invites the United Nations Fund for Populatio 
Activities, in accordance with its mandate and the rec 
ommendations of the World Population Plan of Actio 
and the guidance of its Governing Council, to provid 
financial assistance to developing countries, upon rc 
quest, in improving the conditions of the aging; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit 1 
the Economic and Social Council in 1979, through t~ 
Commission for Social Development, a progress repo 
on the action taken on the present resolution and 1 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourl 
session; 

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda c 
its thirty-fourth session an item entitled "The elderl 
and the aged". 

Draft resolution II 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR AND WORLD ASSEMBLY 
ON AGING 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling the Declaration on Social Progress ar 

Development2 and the emphasis therein on the digni 
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and worth of the human being and the rights of the 
aged, 

Reaffirming its resolution 3137 (XXVIII) of 14 
December 1973, entitled "Question of the elderly and 
the aged", and the recommendation therein to Gov
ernments on the need for well-des,igned policies and 
programmes relating to older people, 

Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 2077 
(LXII) of 13 May 1977, by which the Council ap
proved the progress report of the Secretary-General,4 

Recognizing that the concerns of aged persons in 
national populations must be addressed when consider
ing economic and social development, 

Convinced of the need for interchange and interna
tional review of policy alternatives affecting the elderly, 

1. Invites all States to make known their views to 
the Secretary-General by 1 July 1978 concerning the 
usefulness of proclaiming an international year on 

4 E/CN.S/531. 

aging for the purpose of calling world-wide attention 
to the serious problems besetting a growing portion of 
the populations of the world; 

2. Further invites all States to communicate their 
views to the Secretary-General by 1 July 1978 regard
ing the desirability of convening a world assembly on 
aging in order to permit national leaders and govern
ment specialists to exchange experiences, explore solu
tions and devise programmes for amelioration of the 
problems unique to the elderly; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a 
report on the reactions of Member States to the proc
lamation of an international year on aging as well 
as to the convening of a world assembly on aging, 
including appropriate proposals on ways in which either 
or both of these undertakings might be carried out; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-third session an item entitled "Problems of 
the elderly and the aged" under which the Secretary
General's report and pertinent observations by Mem
ber States would be considered. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/32/130 and 
Corr.I 

A/C.3/32/L.40 

A/C.3/32/L.58 

PRINTED IN US A 

At its 105th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolutions submitted by the Third Committee in its report 
(A/32/436, para. 12). For the final texts, see resolutions 32/131 and 32/132.5 

5 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/318 

Report of the Third Committee 

1. The item entitled "Importance of the universal 
realization of the right of peoples to self-determination 
and of the speedy granting of independence to colonial 
countries and peoples for the effective guarantee and 
observance of human rights: report of the Secretary
General" was included in the provisional agenda of the 
thirty-second session of the General Assembly in ac
cordance with Assembly resolution 31/34 of 30 No
vember 1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the 
item in its agenda and to allocate it to the Third Com
mittee. 

3. The Committee considered this item at its 12th 
to 19th, 26th and 28th meetings, between 6 and 24 
October 1977. The views expressed by the representa
tives of Member States on this item are contained in 
the summary records of those meetings. · 

4. In connexion with item 79, the Committee had 
before it the following documents: 

(a) A letter dated 15 March 1977 (A/32/61) 
from the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for For
eign Affairs of Egypt to the Secretary-General; 

(b) A report of the Secretary-General (A/32/147 
and Add.1-3). 

1 

[Original: English] 
[4 November 1977] 

5. At the 12th meeting, on 6 October, the Director 
of the Division of Human Rights introduced the item. 

6. A draft resolution (A/C.3/32/L.8) was sub
mitted by Algeria, Angola, Benin, the Comoros, Egypt, 
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Jordan, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, the 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mali, the Niger, 
Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Sudan, 
the Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda and 
the United Republic of Tanzania, subsequently joined 
by Bulgaria, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chad, the Congo, 
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, the Ger
man Democratic Republic, Haiti, Hungary, Iraq, the 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Mauritania, Mon
golia, Mozambique, Somalia, the United Republic of 
Cameroon, the Upper Volta, Yemen and Zambia. The 
draft resolution, which was introduced by the repre
sentative of Tunisia at the 26th meeting, on 20 October, 
read as follows: 

[Same text as the draft resolution contained in para
graph 13 below, with the exception of the third pre
ambular paragraph, which read: 

"Recalling the Declaration and Programme of Action 
adopted at the International Conference in Support of 
the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia, held at Maputo 
from 16 to 21 May 1977, and the Programme of 
Action adopted by the World Conference for Action 
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against Apartheid, held at Lagos from 22 to 26 Au
gust 1977,".] 

7. At the 28th meeting, on 24 October, the rep
resentative of Tunisia orally revised the draft resolu
tion by replacing, in the third preambular paragraph, 
the words "Programme of Action" by the word "dec
laration." 

8. At the same meeting, the representative of Viet 
Nam introduced oral amendments which provided for: 

(a) The insertion after the word "resolutions" in 
the first preambular paragraph, of the words "21 05 
(XX) of 20 December 1965"; 

(b) The insertion of a new operative paragraph 3 
reading as follows: 

3. "Emphasizes the right of all States to provide 
material, moral and other assistance to peoples who 
are still under colonial domination and struggling 
for their right to self-determination and national in
dependence;" 

and the renumbering of the following paragraphs ac
cordingly. 

9. Also at the 28th meeting, the representative of 
Argentina proposed the following subamendments to 
the amendments of VietNam: 

(a) The insertion, after the word "resolutions" in 
the first preambular paragraph, of the words "1514 
(XV) of 14 December 1960"; 

(b) The insertion in the new operative paragraph 
3 proposed by Viet Nam, after the words "to self
determination", of the words "to territorial integrity". 

10. Subsequently, at the same meeting, the repre
sentative of Viet Nam withdrew her amendments and 
subsequently, the representative of Argentina withdrew 
her subamendments thereto. 

11. At the 28th meeting, the representative of 
Belgium introduced an amendment (A/C.3/32/L.10) 
to draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.8 sponsored by Bel
gium, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Federal Republic 
of, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Portugal, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of 
America. The amendment concerned the deletion of 
the words "those members of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization and other". 

12. The result of the voting on the draft resolution 
and the amendment thereto was as follows: 

(a) The amendment was rejected by a roll-call 
vote of 61 to 25, with 41 abstentions. The voting was 
as follows: 

In favour: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, El Salvador, 
Fiji, France, Gabon, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Greece, Grenada, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Liberia, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, 
Papua New Guinea, Portugal, Spain, Turkey, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
States of America. 

Against: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Bahrain, 
Benin, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian So
viet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, 
Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Hun-

gary, Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao Peo
ple's Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Mali, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nigeria, 
Oman, Pakistan, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Togo, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emi
rates, United Republic of Cameroon, Upper Volta, 
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Finland, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Lebanon, Lesotho, Ma
laysia, Maldives, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, New Zea
land, Peru, Philippines, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Sin
gapore, Sri Lanka, Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden, 
Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Zaire. 

(b) The draft resolution, as orally revised, was 
adopted by a roll-call vote of 1 08 to 3, with 18 absten
tions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, 
Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelo
russian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, Chad, 
Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salva
dor, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Ger
man Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, 
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Jor
dan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Re
public, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Nepal, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, 
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, 
Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Sin
gapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Swazi
land, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, VietNam, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: France, Israel, United States of America. 
Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, 

Denmark, Finland, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Nether
lands, New Zealand, Norway, Spain, Sweden, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

13. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE 
RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND OF 
THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO CO
LONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFEC
TIVE GUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 2649 (XXV) of 30 No

vember 1970, 2955 (XXVII) of 12 December 1972, 
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3070 (XXVIII) of 30 November 1973, 3246 (XXIX) 
of 29 November 1974, 3382 (XXX) of 10 November 
1975 and 31/34 of 3 November 1976; 

Recalling also its resolutions 2465 (XXIII) of 
20 December 1968, 2548 (XXIV) of 11 December 
1969, 2708 (XXV) of 14 December 1970, 3103 
(XXVIII) of 12 December 1973 and 3314 (XXIX) 
of 14 December 197 4 on the use and recruitment of 
mercenaries against national liberation movements and 
sovereign States, 

Recalling the Declaration and the Programme of 
Action adopted by the International Conference in 
Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia, 
held at Maputo from 16 to 21 May 1977,1 and the dec
laration adopted by the World Conference for Action 
against Apartheid, held at Lagos from 22 to 26 Au
gust 1977,2 

Taking note of the declaration of the First Afro
Arab Summit Conference, held at Cairo from 7 to 
9 March 1977 (A/32/61, annex I), 

Reaffirming its faith in General Assembly resolu
tion 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, containing 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, and the importance 
of its implementation, 

Reaffirming the importance of the universal realiza
tion of the right of peoples to self-determination, na
tional sovereignty and territorial integrity and of the 
speedy granting of independence to colonial countries 
and peoples as imperatives for the enjoyment of hu
man rights, 

Affirming that "bantustanization" is incompatible 
with genuine independence, unity and national sover
eignty and would have the effect of perpetuating the 
power of the white minority and the racist system of 
apartheid in South Africa, 

Reaffirming the obligation of all Member States to 
comply with the principles of the Charter and the reso
lutions of the United Nations regarding the exercise 
of the right to self-determination by peoples under 
colonial and alien domination, 

Welcoming the independence of Djibouti, 

Reaffirming the national unity and territorial in
tegrity of the Comoros, 

Indignant at the continued violations of the human 
rights of the peoples still under colonial and foreign 
domination and alien subjugation, the continuation of 
the illegal occupation of Namibia and South Africa's 
attempts to dismember its territory, the perpetuation 
of the racist minority regimes in Zimbabwe and South 
Africa and the denial to the Palestinian people of their 
inalienable national rights, 

1. Calls upon all States to implement fully and 
faithfully the resolutions of the United Nations regard
ing the exercise of the right to self-determination by 
peoples under colonial and alien domination; 

'? Reaffirms the legitimacy of the people's struggle 
for independence, territorial integrity, national unity 
and liberation from colonial and foreign domination 
and alien subjugation by all available means, including 
armed struggle; 

1 A/32/109/Rev.1-S/12344/Rev.1, annex V. 
2 A/CONF.9119 (United Nations publication, Sales No. 

E.77.XIV.2), chap. X. 

-------------------
3. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the peoples 

of Namibia and Zimbabwe, of the Palestinian people 
and of all peoples under alien and colonial domination 
to self-determination, national independence, territorial 
integrity, national unity and sovereignty without ex
ternal interference; 

4. Demands the immediate evacuation of the 
French administration and forces from the Comorian 
territory of Mayotte; 

5. Condemns the policy of "bantustanization" and 
reiterates its support for the oppressed people of South 
Africa in their just and legitimate struggle against the 
racist minority regime in Pretoria; 

6. Reaffirms that the practice of using mercenaries 
against national liberation movements and sovereign 
States constitutes a criminal act and that the mer
cenaries themselves are criminals, and calls upon the 
Governments of all countries to enact legislation de
claring the recruitment, financing and training of mer
cenaries in their territory and the transit of mercenaries 
through their territory to be punishable offences and 
prohibiting their nationals from serving as mercenaries, 
and to report on such legislation to the Secretary
General; 

7. Condemns the policies of those members of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and of other 
countries whose political, economic, military or sport
ing relations with the racist regimes in southern Africa 
and elsewhere encourage these regimes to persist in 
their suppression of the aspirations of peoples for self
determination and independence; 

8. Strongly condemns all Governments which do 
not recognize the right to self-determination and in
dependence of all peoples still under colonial and for
eign domination and alien subjugation, notably the 
peoples of Africa and the Palestinian people; 

9. Strongly condemns the ever-increasing massacres 
of innocent and defenceless people, including women 
and children, by the racist minority regimes of southern 
Africa in their desperate attempt to thwart the legiti
mate demands of the people; 

10. Demands the immediate release of all persons 
detained or imprisoned as a result of their struggle for 
self-determination and independence, full respect for 
their fundamental personal rights and the observance 
of article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, under which no one shall be subjected to tor
ture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment;3 

11. Notes with appreciation the material and other 
forms of assistance that peoples under colonial and 
foreign rule continue to receive from Governments, 
United Nations agencies and intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations, and calls for a maxi
mization of this assistance; 

12. Looks forward to the publication of the fol
lowing studies by the Sub-Commission on Prevention 
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities: 

(a) Historical and current development of the 
right to self-determination on the basis of the Charter 
of the United Nations and other instruments adopted 
by United Nations organs, with particular reference to 

3 General Assembly resolution 217 A (III). 
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the promotion and protection of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms; 

being waged by oppressed peoples for the realization 
of their self-determination and national independence; 

(b) Implementation of United Nations resolutions 
relating to the right of peoples under colonial and 
foreign domination to self-determination; 

14. Decides to consider this item again at its thirty
third session on the basis of the reports that Govern
ments, United Nations agencies and intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations have been re
quested to submit concerning the strengthening of as
sistance to colonial Territories and peoples under for
eign domination and control. 

13. Requests the Secretary-General to give maxi
mum publicity to the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and 
to give the widest possible publicity to the struggle 

Document No. 

A/32161 

A/32/147 and 
Add.1-3 

A/321348 

A/C.3/32/L.8 

A/C.3/32/L.10 

PRINTED IN U S A 

DOCUMENT A/32/L.l7 

Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Federal Republic of, Iceland, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America: 
amendment to the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee 
in document A/32/318 

[Original: French] 
[7 November 1977] 

In operative paragraph 7 delete the words "members of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization and other". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 60th plenary meeting, on 7 November 1977, the General Assembly 
voted on the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee in its report 
(A/32/318, para. 13) and on the amendment thereto (A/32/L.17). After 
rejecting the amendment by a recorded vote of 58 to 21, with 53 abstentions, 
the Assembly adopted the draft resolution by a recorded vote of 113 to 3, 
with 18 abstentions. For the final text, see resolution 32/14.4 

4 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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NoTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 79 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description Observations and uference8 

Letter dated 15 March 1977 from the Deputy Prime Minister and Mimeographed 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egypt to the Secretary-General 

Report of the Secretary-General Ditto 

Letter dated 16 November 1977 from the representative of Turkey to Ditto 
the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/321318, para. 6 

Amendment to document A/C.3/321L.8 Idem, para. 11 
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DOCUMENT A/32/355 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

1. The item entitled "Torture and other cruel, in
human or degrading treatment or punishment" was in
cluded in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second 
session of the General Assembly in accordance with 
Assembly resolution 31/85 of 13 December 1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in its agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered the item at its 34th 
to 38th, 41st and 42nd meetings, between 31 October 
and 9 November 1977. The views expressed by the 
representatives of Member States, representatives of 
specialized agencies and observers are contained in 
the summary records of those meetings. 

4. In connexion with this item, the Committee had 
before it the following documents: 

(a) The relevant part of the report of the Eco
nomic and Social Council (A/32/3, chap. VI, sect. A); 

(b) A note by the Secretary-General (A/32/ 138) 
containing the text of the draft resolution on a code 
of conduct for law enforcement officials submitted by 
the Economic and Social Council for adoption by the 
General Assembly; 

(c) A note by the Secretacy-General (A/32/ 180) 
containing a letter dated 15 July 1977 from the Direc
tor-General of the World Health Organization to the 
Secretary-General transmitting the resolution adopted 
by the thirtieth World Health Assembly on 18 May 
1977 entitled "Development of codes of medical 
ethics"; 

l 

[Original: English] 
[25 November 1977] 

(d) A note by the Secretary-General (A/32/222) 
containing information on the action taken by the 
Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-Commis
sion on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection 
of Minorities regarding the question of torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish
ment since the adoption by the General Assembly of 
resolution 31/85 of 13 December 1976; 

(e) A note verbale dated 19 September 1977 from 
the representative of Egypt to the Secretary-General 
(A/32/225). 

5. At the 34th meeting, on 31 October, the Direc
tor of the Division of Human Rights introduced the 
item. At the same meeting, the Assistant Director in 
charge of the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
Branch of the Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs also made an introductory state
ment. 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

DRAFT RESOLUTION RECOMMENDED BY THE 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

6. The Committee had before it the text of a draft 
resolution (A/32/138, annex) submitted by the Eco
nomic and Social Council for adoption by the General 
Assembly which read as follows: 

"Code of conduct for law enforcement offials 

"The General Assembly, 

"Considering that, in accordance with the prin
ciples proclaimed in the Charter of the United Na-

Annexes (32) 80 
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tions, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the 
equal and inalienable rights of all members of the 
human family is the foundation of freedom, justice 
and peace in the world, 

"Recalling, in particular, the rights and freedoms 
proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights1 and the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights,2 

"Recalling also the Declaration on the Protection 
of All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, adopted in its resolution 3452 (XXX) 
of 9 December 1975, 

"Recalling further paragraph 3 of its resolution 
3453 (XXX) of 9 December 1975, in which it 
requested the Committee on Crime Prevention and 
Control to elaborate a draft code of conduct for law 
enforcement officials, 

"Mindful that the nature of the functions of law 
enforcement and the manner in which these are 
exercised have a direct impact on the quality of life 
of individuals as well as of society as a whole, 

"Conscious of the difficult task which law enforce
ment officials are performing conscientiously and 
with dignity, in compliance with the principles of 
human rights, 

"A ware, nevertheless, of the potential of abuse 
which the exercise of such awesome duties entails, 

"Recognizing that the establishment of a code of 
conduct for law enforcement officials is onlv one 
o~. several important measures for providin-g the 
ctttzenry served by law enforcement officials with 
protection of all their rights and interests, 

"A ware that there are additional important prin
ciples and prerequisites for the humane performance 
of law enforcement functions, namely: 

. "(a) That, like all agencies of the criminal jus
tice system, every law enforcement agency should be 
representative of and responsive and accountable to 
the community as a whole; 

" (b) That the effective maintenance of ethical 
standards among law enforcement officials depends 
on the existence of a well-conceived, popularly ac
cepted and humane system of laws; 

" (c) That every law enforcement official is part 
of the criminal justice system, the aim of which is 
to prevent and control crime, and that the conduct 
of every functionary within the system has an impact 
on the entire system; 

"(d) That every law enforcement agency, in ful
filment of the first premise of every profession, 
should be held to the duty of disciplining itself in 
complete conformity with the principles and stand
ards herein provided and that the actions of law 
enforcement officials should be responsive to public 
scrutiny, whether exercised by a review board, a 
ministry, a procuracy, the judiciary, an ombudsman, 
a citizens' committee, or any combination there.:>f, 
or any other reviewing agency; 

" (e) That standards as such remain moot unless 
their content and meaning, through education and 

1 General Assembly resolution 217 A (Ill). 
2 General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 

training, and through monitoring, become part of 
the creed of every law enforcement official; 

"Adopts the Code of Conduct for Law Enforce
ment Officials below, drafted by the Committee on 
Crime Prevention and Control at its fourth session, 
to serve as a body of principles for observance by 
law enforcement officials of all nations. 

"ANNEX 

"CODE OF CONDUCT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS 

"Article 1 

"Law enforcement officials must at all times fulfil the 
duty imposed upon them by law, by serving the community 
and by protecting all persons against illegal acts, consistent 
with the high degree of responsibility required by their 
profession. 

"Commentary: 

" (a) The term Ia w enforcement official includes all 
officers of the law whether appointed or elected, who ex
ercise police powers, especially the powers of arrest and 
detention; 

"(b) In countries where police powers are exercised 
by military authorities, whether uniformed or not, or by 
state security forces, the definition of law enfl.)rcement of
ficials shall be regarded as including officers of such serv
ices; 

"(c) Service to the community is intended to include 
particularly the rendition of services of assistance to those 
members of the community who by reason of personal, 
economic, social or other emergencies are in need of im
mediate aid; 

"(d) This provision is intended to cover not only all 
violent, predatory and harmful acts, but extends to the full 
range of prohibitions under penal statutes. It extends to 
conduct by persons not capable of incurring criminal lia
bility. 

"Article 2 

"In the performance of their duty, law enforcement of
ficials should respect and protect human dignity and main
tain and uphold the human rights of all persons. 

"Commentary: 

"(a) The human rights in question derive from national 
and international law. The human rights under international 
law are guaranteed under the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, the Declaration on the Protection of All 
Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the United 
Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination, the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, 
the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, 
the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, and other 
international instruments. 

" (b) National commentaries to this provision should 
identify regional or national provisions identifying these 
rights. 

"Article 3 

"Law enforcement officials may never use more force than 
necessary in the performance of their duty. 

"Commentary: 

"(a) This provision emphasizes that the use of force by 
law enforcement officials should be exceptional; 

" (b) While it implies that law enforcement officials may 
be authorized to use such force as is reasonable under the 
circumstances for the prevention of crime· or in effecting 
or assisting in the lawful arrest of offenders or suspected of-
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fenders, any force used beyond what is essential for these 
purposes is not tolerable; 

"(c) National law ordinarily restricts the use of force 
by law enforcement officials in accordance with a principle 
of proportionality. It is to be understood that such national 
principles of proportionality are to be respected in the inter
pretation of this provision. In no case, however, should this 
provision he interpreted to authorize the use of force which 
is disproportionate to the legitimate objective to be achieved. 

"Article 4 

"Matters of a confidential nature in the possession of law 
enforcement officials should be kept confidential, unless the 
performance of duty, or the needs of justice, require other
wise. 

"Commentary: 

"By the nature of their duties, law enforcement officials 
obtain information which may be potentially harmful to the 
interests, and especially the reputation, of others. By law, 
such information can be utilized only for the conduct of 
legal proceedings. Any divulgence not made in the per
formance of duty and not ser'ling the needs of justice is 
improper. 

"Article 5 

"No law enforcement officials may inflict, instigate or 
tolerate any act of torture or other cruel, inhuman or de
grading treatment or punishment, nor may any law enforce
ment official invoke exceptional circumstances such as a 
state of war or a threat of war, internal political instability 
or any other public emergency as a justification of torture 
or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish
ment. 

"Commentary: 

"(a) This prohibition derives from the Declaration on 
the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to Tor
ture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, adopted by the General Assembly, according 
to which: 

" '[Such acts] are an offence to human digmty and shall be 
condemned as a denial of the purposes of the Charter of 
the United Nations and as a violation of the human rights 
and fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the Universal Dec
laration of Human Rights [and other international human 
rights instruments]'; 

"(b) The Declaration defines torture as follows: 

torture mean~ any act by which severe pain or suf
fering whether physical or mental, is mtentwnally inflicted 
by or at the instigation of a public official on a person 
for such purposes as obtaining from him or a thir.d person 
information or confe.ssion, punishing him for an act he has 
committed or is suspected of having committed, or intim
idating him or other persons. It does not include pain or 
suffering ari'>ing only from, inherent in or incidental to, 
lawful sanctions to the extent consisl<!nt with the Standard 
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners'; 

"(c) The terms 'cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
or punishment' have not been defined by the General As
sembly, but should be interpreted to extend the widest pos
sible protection against abuses, whether phy'>ical or mental; 

"(d) The provision is intended to cover all person; who 
are in any way involved in conduct covered by this pro
vision. 

"Article 6 

"Law enforcement officials having custody of persons 
needmg medical attention should secure such attention and 
take Immediate action to meet the needs of the person in 
custody. 

"Commentary: 

"(a) 'Medical attention' refers to services rendered by 
any medical personnel, including certified medical practi-

tioners and paramedics. While in practice the medical per
sonnel referred to is likely to be attached to the law enforce
ment operation, the provision should be understood to re
quire law enforcement officials to take into account the 
judgement of medical personnel from outside the law en
forcement operation. This envisages that the person in ques
tion has access to medical attention from other medical 
personnel, including that person's own physician; 

"(b) All medical personnel must act in conformity with 
principles of medical ethics. 

"Article 7 

"Law enforcement officials must refrain from and rigor
ously oppose and pursue all acts of corruption. 

"Commentary: 

"(a) Corruption is intolerable in all phases of life, par
ticularly in the public service agencies. Governments cannot 
expect to enforce the law among their citizens if they can
not, or will not, enforce their law against their own agents 
and within their own agencies; 

"(b) While the definition of corruption must be subject 
to national law, it should be understood to encompass the 
commission or omission of an act in the performance of 
or in connexion with one's duties, in response to gifts, 
promises or incentives demanded or accepted, or the wrong
ful receipt of these once the act has been committed or 
omitted. 

"Article 8 

"Law enforcement officials must refrain from and prevent 
and rigorously oppose all violations of this code by taking 
appropriate action, to the best of their capability. When 
violations have ocurred, or can be expected to occur, law 
enforcement officials should report the matter within the 
chain of command, or take such other actions as are law
fully open to them, including, when necessary. the reporting 
to any agency with reviewing or remedial power. 

"Commentary: 

"(a) The provision seek~ to preserve the balance be
tween the need for internal discipline of the agency on 
which the public safety is largely dependent, on the one 
hand, and the need for dealing with violations of basic hu
man rights, on the other. A law enforcement official should 
report violations within the chain of command and take 
legal action outside the chain of command only when no 
other remedies are available; 

"(b) The terms 'agency with reviewing or remedial 
power' refers to any agency existing under national law, 
whether internal to the law enforcement agency, or inde
pendent thereof, with statutory, cmtomary or other power to 
review grievances and complaints arising out of violations 
within the purview of this code; 

''(c) While in most countries such agencies are statutory 
bodies, in some countries the mass media may be regarded 
as performmg similar complamt re-view functiom so that a 
law enforcement official, on his own initiative, may be justi
fied in bringing his report to public attention by such means, 
as a last resort, consistent with the laws and customs of 
the country in question. 

"Article 9 

"A law enforcement official who, in fulfilling the obliga
tion of this code, erroneously exceed' the limits of law 
despite honest and consuentwus assessment, is entitled to 
the full protection afforded by national law. 

"Article 10 

"A law enforcement official who complies with the pro
visions of this code deserves the re,pect, the full support and 
the collaboration of the community and of the law enforce
ment agency in which such official serves, as well as the 
support of the law enforcement profession." 

7. At the 42nd meeting, on 9 November, the Com
mittee, upon the proposal of the Chairman, adopted 
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without a vote a draft decision on this subject (see 
para. 22 below). 

DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.3/32/L.13 

8. At the 35th meeting, on 1 November, the rep
resentative of Sweden introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.3/32/L.13), which was sponsored by Austria, 
Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Ghana, Greece, In
dia, Iran, Jamaica, Kenya, Mexico, Morocco, the Neth
erlands, New Zealand, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and 
Yugoslavia, subsequently joined by Angola, Australia, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, the German Democratic 
Republic, Hungary, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Lesotho, Mali, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Poland, the 
United Republic of Cameroon, the United Republic 
of Tanzania, the Upper Volta and Zambia. [For the 
text, see para. 21 below, draft resolution 1.] 

9. At the 38th meeting, on 3 November, the rep
resentative of Peru introduced an oral amendment to 
insert a new preambular paragraph between the fourth 
and fifth prearnbular paragraphs which read as follows: 

"Also having regard to the code of conduct for 
law enforcement officials drafted by the Committee 
on Crime Prevention and Control,". 

10. At the 42nd meeting, the representative of 
Peru withdrew the amendment. 

11. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution without a vote. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.3/32/L.14 

12. At the 35th meeting, the representative of the 
Netherlands introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/ 
32/L.l4), which was sponsored by Australia, Austria, 
Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Ecuador, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Mexico, the Nether
lands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal and Sweden, 
subsequently joined by Belgium, Ireland, Italy and 
Nigeria. The text read as follows: 

[Same text as draft resolution II contained in para
graph 21 below, with the exception of an operative 
paragraph 3 which read as follows: 

"3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda 
of its thirty-third session the item entitled 'Torture 
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
or punishment'."] 
13. At the 42nd meeting, the representative of 

Argentina proposed an oral amendment to delete the 
last operative paragraph of the draft resolution. The 
sponsors of the draft resolution agreed to the amend
ment. 

14. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution, as revised, without a vote. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.3/32/L.l5 

15. At the 37th meeting, on 2 November, the rep
resentative of India introduced a draft resolution (A/ 
C.3/3:l/L.l5), which was sponsored by Australia, 
Bangladesh, Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, India, 
Iran, Jordan. Kenya, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, New 
Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Senegal, Sweden, Yugo
slavia and Zambia, subsequently joined by Austria, 
Belgium, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Ni
geria and Tunisia. The text read as follows: 

[Same text as draft resolution Ill contained in para
graph 21 below, with the exception of an operative 
paragraph 4 which read as follows: 

"4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda 
of its thirty-third session the item entitled 'Torture 
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
or punishment'."] 

16. At the 42nd meeting, the representative of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposed an oral 
amendment to delete the last operative paragraph of 
the draft resolution. The sponsors of the draft resolu
tion agreed to the amendment. 

17. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution, as revised, without a vote. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.3/32/L.23 

18. At the 41st meeting, on 9 November, the rep
resentative of Togo introduced a draft resolution (A/ 
C.3/32/L.23) sponsored by Democratic Yemen, Hun
gary, Iraq, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Norway, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, Sweden, the Syrian Arab Re
public, Togo,3 Trinidad and Tobago and Viet Nam, 
subsequently joined by Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, In
dia, Mexico and Yugoslavia. [For the text, see para. 21 
below, draft resolution IV.] 

19. At the 42nd meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution without a vote. 

Decision of the Third Committee 

20. In view bf the deletion of the last operative 
paragraph in draft resolutions A/C.3/32/L.14 and 
A/C.3/32/L.15 (see paras. 12 and 15 above), the 
Committee agreed that the annotations on the item at 
the thirty-third session of the General Assembly should 
make it clear that the reports to be prepared by the 
Secretary-General under the item would take account 
of all the resolutions adopted at the present session 
under the item and that the discussion on the item at 
the thirty-third session would include the item in all 
its aspects as well as the specific issues mentioned in 
the various resolutions adopted. 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

21. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lutions: 

Draft resolution I 

DRAFT CONVENTION ON TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, 
INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT 

The General Assembly, 

Having regard to article 5 of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights1 and article 7 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,2 both of which 
provide that no one may be subjected to torture or 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, 

Recalling the Declaration on the Protection of All 
Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punish
ment, contained in the annex to its resolution 3452 
(XXX) of 9 December 197 5, 

Believing that further international efforts are needed 
to ensure adequate protection for all against torture 

a On behalf of the States members of the African Group. 
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and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment, 

Welcoming in that regard the work that has been 
done, or is being done, on the basis of General As
sembly resolution 3453 (XXX) of 9 December 1975, 

Considering that a further significant step would be 
the adoption of an international convention against 
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treat
ment or punishment, 

1. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to 
draw up a draft convention on torture and other cruel 
i~human or degrading treatment or punishment, in th~ 
light of the principles embodied in the Declaration on 
the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment; 

2. Further requests the Commission on Human 
Rights to submit a progress report on its work to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session; 

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-third session the item entitled "Torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish
ment" for the purpose of reviewing the progress 
achieved in accordance with the present resolution. 

Draft resolution II 

QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE DECLARATION ON THE PRO
TECTION OF ALL PERSONS FROM BEING SUBJECTED 
TO TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DE
GRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the Declaration on the Protection of All 
Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punish
ment, contained in the annex to its resolution 3452 
(XXX) of 9 December 1975, 

Recalling its resolutions 3453 (XXX) of 9 Decem
ber 1975 and 31/85 of 13 December 1976, 

Having regard to article 7 of the International Cove
nant on Civil and Political Rights2 which provides that 
no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, in
human or degrading treatment or punishment, 

Taking note of resolution 7 (XXVII) of 20 Au
gust 1974 of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities regarding 
its annual review of developments in the field of hu
man rights of persons subjected to any form of deten
tion or imprisonment. 

Reiterating that the Declaration should serve as a 
guideline for all States and other entities exercising 
effective power, 

Gravely concerned over continued reports from 
which it appears that in some countries State authorities 
are systematically resorting to torture and other cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to draw up and 
circulate among Member States a questionnaire solicit
ing information concerning steps they have taken, in
cluding legislative and administrative measures, to put 
into practice the principles of the Declaration on the 
Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat
ment or Punishment while giving special attention to 
the following subjects: 

(a) Publicity given to the Declaration, not only in 
governmental bodies and services but also among the 
public at large; 

(b) Effective measures for the prevention of tor
ture; 

(c) Training of law enforcement personnel and 
other public officials responsible for persons deprived 
of their liberty; 

(d) Any pertinent legislative or administrative ac
tion taken since the adoption of the Declaration; 

(e) Effective legal remedies for victims of torture 
or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish
ment; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to submit the 
information provided in response to the questionnaire 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session, and 
furthermore to submit such information to the Com
mission on Human Rights and to the Sub-Commission 
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of 
Minorities at its thirty-second session. 

Draft resolution Ill 

UNILATERAL DECLARATION BY MEMBER STATES 
AGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, lNHL'MAN 
OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNJSH!\1ENT 

The General Assembly, 
Bearing in mind that the principles proclaimed in 

the Charter of the United N<Jtions concerning the dig
nity and worth of the human person place upon Mem
ber States the obligation to promote universal respect 
for. and observance of, human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all. 

Recalling article 5 of the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights1 and article 7 of the International Cove
nant on Civil and Political Rights2 which stipulate that 
no one shall be subjected to torture, or to cruel, in
human or degrading treatment or punbhment, 

Recalling also the Declaration on the Protection 
of All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, unanimously adopted in its resolution 
3452 (XXX) of 9 December 1975, as well as its reso
lution 31/85 of 13 December 1976, 

Recognizing the necessity for further international 
action in the form of a convention for the elimination 
of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treat
ment or punishment, 

Recognizing also the importance of action by Mem
ber States to develop and utilize their national ma
chinery to eliminate torture and other cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment, 

1. Calls upon all Member States to reinforce their 
support of the Declaration on the Protection of All 
Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
by making unilateral declarations against torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish
ment, along the lines of the text which is annexed to 
the present resolution, and depositing it with the Secre
tary-General; 

2. Urges all Member States to give maximum 
publicity to their unilateral declarations against torture 
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to inform the 
General Assembly, in annual reports, of such unilateral 
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declarations against torture and other cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment as may be de
posited by Member States. 

ANNEX 

MODEL UNILATERAL DECLARATION AGAINST TORTURE AND OTIIER 
CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT 

The Government of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . hereby declares its 
intention: 

(a) To comply with the Declaration on the Protection of 
All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (General 
Assembly resolution 3452 (XXX), annex); 

(b) To implement, through legislation and other effective 
measures, the provisions of the said Declaration. 

Draft resolution IV 

TORTURE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS AND DETAINEES 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, 1 in particular article 5, 

Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Protection 
of All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, contained in the annex to its resolution 
3452 (XXX) of 9 December 1975, 

Taking note of the report of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group of Experts on Southern Africa,4 established 
pur~uant to resolution 2 (XXIII) of the Commission 
on Human Rights, on the deaths of detainees and 
police brutality in South Africa since the Soweto mas
sacre of 16 June 1976, 

Gravely concerned about the reports regarding the 
torture of political prisoners and the dc<Jths of a num
ber of detainees and about the growing wave of acts 
of repression again~! individuals, organizations and in
formation media in South Africa, 

Decplv shocked hv the cowardlv and dastardly 
murder in detention of Stephen Biko, 

4 A/32/226, annex. 

I. Condemns the South African regime for its con
tinuing violation of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the Declaration on the Protection of All 
Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; 

2. Reiterates its deep aversion to the practice 
whereby the South African regime persistently subjects 
all opponents of apartheid to summary banning, de
tention, imprisonment and sometimes murder; 

3. Strongly condemns the practice of subjecting 
political detainees and other victims of apartheid in 
South Africa to torture and other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment; 

4. Strongly condemns in particular the arbitrary 
arrest, detention and torture which led to the murder 
of Stephen Biko by agents of the racist minority regime 
of South Africa; 

5. Demands that the minority apartheid regime of 
South Africa; 

(a) Release all political prisoners without pre
condition; 

(b) Lift all banning and house arrest orders im
posed on opponents of apartheid; 

(c) Put an immediate end to the indiscriminate 
use of violence against peaceful demonstrators against 
apartheid and to the persistent recourse to torture of 
political detainees; 

6. Exorcne~ its conviction that the martyrdom of 
Stephen Biko and all other nationalists murdered in 
South African prisons and the ideals for which they 
fought will continue to enrich the faith of the peoples 
of southern Africa and other parts of the world in their 
struggle against apartheid and for racial equality and 
the dignity of the human person. 

* * * 
22. The Third Committee also recommends that 

the General Assembly should request the Secretary
General to transmit to all Governments the draft Code 
of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials for their 
examination and comments and to examine the draft 
Code. together with the replies received from Govern
ment~. at its thirty-third session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 98th plenary meeting, on 8 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted draft resolutions I to IV submitted by the Third Committee in its report 
(A/32/355, para. 21 ). For the final texts, see resolutions 32/62 to 32/65." 

At the same meeting, the Assembly took note of the decision of the Third 
Committee contained in its reports (ibid., para. 20). 

Also at the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the recommendation of the 
Third Committee contained in its report (ibid., para. 22) (see decision 32/419"). 

5 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session. Supplement 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/333 

Report of the Third Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly allocated to the Third 
Committee agenda item 81 entitled: 

"International Covenants on Human Rights: 

"(a) Report of the Human Rights Committee; 

" (b) Status of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 
the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights: report of the Secre
tary-General". 
2. The Committee considered the item at its 20th, 

22nd, 24th, 30th to 34th, and 37th meetings, held 
between 20 October and 2 November 1977. The views 
expressed by r·epresentatives of Member States on the 
item are contained in the summary records of those 
meetings. 

3. The Committee had before it the following 
documents: 

(a) The relevant part of the report of the Economic 
and Social Council (A/32/3/Add.1 (Part II)); 

(b) The report of the Human Rights Committee 
for the year 1977, submitted to the General Assembly 
in accordance with article 45 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (A/32/44 and 
Corr.l); 

(c) The report of the Secretary-General on the 
Status of the International Covenants (A/32/188); 

[Original: English] 
[ll November 1977] 

(d) A letter dated 18 October 1977 from the 
representative of the United States of America to the 
Secretary-General (A/C.3/32/4); 

(e) A note by the Secretary-General on the finan
cial implications of the work of the Human Rights 
Committee (A/C.3/32/L.ll ). 

4. The Director of the Division of Human Rights 
introduced the item at the 30th meeting, on 26 October. 

5. At the 30th meeting, on 26 October, the repre
sentative of Denmark, on behalf of Costa Rica, Den
mark, Ecuador, the Federal Republic of Germany and 
Norway, introduced a.draft resolution (A/C.3/32/L.7), 
which was subsequently sponsored also by Canada, 
Colombia, Haiti, Italy, the Netherlands and Peru. The 
text read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Having noted the report of the Secretary-General 
on the status of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 
the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights (A/32/188), 

"Recalling its resolution 31/86 of 13 December 
1976 and in particular its belief that the entry into 
force of the International Covenants on Human 
Rights is a major step in the international efforts 
to promote and encourage respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms for all, thereby contribut-

1 Annexes (32) 81 



2 General Assembly-Thirty-second Session-Annexes 

ing greatly to the co-operation of States in the attain
ment of the purposes and principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations, 

"Noting with appreciation that following its appeal 
several Member States have acceded to the Inter
national Covenants on Human Rights, 

"Recognizing the important role of the Human 
Rights Committee in the implementation of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
and the Optional Protocol thereto, 

"Bearing in mind the important responsibilities of 
the Economic and Social Council in the implementa
tion of the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, 

"1. Notes with appreciation the report of the 
Human Rights Committee on its first and second 
sessions (A/32/44 and Corr.l) and expresses its 
satisfaction at the serious manner in which the Com
mittee is undertaking its functions; 

."2. R_ecommen_ds that the Human Rights Com
mittee stnve for umform standards of implementation 
of the provisions of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights and of the Optional 
Protocol thereto; 

"3. Requests the Human Rights Committee the 
Commission on Human Rights, the Sub-Commi~sion 
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of 
Minorities and the Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination to take appropriate measures 
to _k~~p one another informed of their respective 
actlvtttes; 

"4. Appeals once again to all States which have 
~ot yet done so to become parties to the Interna
tiOnal Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural 
Rights and the International C~venant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the Optional Protocol thereto; 

"5. Invites the States parties to the International 
Cov~nant on Civil and Political Rights to consider 
makmg the declaration provided for in article 41 of 
that Covenant; 

"6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-third session a 
report on the status of the International Covenant 
on _Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Inter
natiOnal_ Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 
the OptiOnal Protocol to the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights; 

"7. Recognizes that such resources as mav be 
necessary shoul~ be allocated to enable the Secretary
General to provtde the appropriate staff and facilities 
for the effective servicing of the International Cove
nants and the Optional Protocol." 

6. . At the 31st _meeting, on 26 October. the repre
sentative of Bulgana, on behalf of Bulgaria the Ger
man Democratic Republic. Guyana, Iraq, M~dagascar, 
Pola~d. the Syrian Arab Republic and the United Re
pubhc of Tanzania. introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.3/32/L.9), which was subsequently sponsored 
also by Iran, Kenya and Mali. The text read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Convinced that the International Covenants on 
Human Rights constitute the first all-embracing and 

legally binding international treaties in the field of 
human rights, 

"Recognizing the importance of the entry into 
force of the International Covenants which will un
doubtedly enhance the ability of the United Nations 
to promote and encourage respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms for all, and will thus con
tribute greatly to the co-operation of States in the 
attainment of the purposes and principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations, 

"Recalling in this respect its resolution 2200 (A) 
(XXI) of 16 December 1966 and 3270 (XXIX) of 
10 December 1974, as well as resolution 31/86 of 
13 December 197 6, 

"Bearing in mind the important responsibilities of 
the Economic and Social Council in the implementa
tion of the International Covenant on Economic 
Social and Cultural Rights, ' 

"Recognizing the important role of the Human 
Rights Committee in the implementation of the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 

"Having noted with appreciation the report of the 
Human Rights Committee (A/32/44 and Corr.l), 

"Having noted the report of the Secretary-General 
on the status of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 
the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights (A/32/188), 

"Expressing its appreciation to those States which 
have become parties to the International Covenants, 

"1. Recognizes the importance of the Interna
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights as a major step in the international 
efforts to promote universal respect for and ob
servance of human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

"2. Expresses its appreciation for the work done 
by the Human Rights Committee in the implementa
tion of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights; 

"3. Expresses its appreciation to States parties 
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights which have extended their co-operation to the 
Human Rights Committee; 

"4. Invites once again those States which have 
not yet done so to become parties to the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
and the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights; 

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-third session a 
report on the status of the International Covenant 
on _Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 
the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights." 

7 .. At the 37th meeting, on~ November, the Chair
man mtroduced a draft resolutiOn (A/C.3 /32/L.l6) 
which was a consolidation of draft resolutions A/C.3 1 
3~/L.7 and A/C.3/32/L.9. At that meeting the Com
mLttee adopted the text without objection (see para. 8 
below). 
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Recommendation of the Third Committee 

8. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen
ral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
esolution: 

TATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON Eco
NOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS, THE IN
TERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL 
RIGHTS AND THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE IN
TERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL 
RIGHTS 

The General Assembly, 

Convinced that the International Covenants on 
[uman Rights constitute the first all-embracing and 
:gaily binding international treaties in the field of 
uman rights, 

Recalling its resolution 31/86 of 13 December 1976 
11d in particular the importance of the entry into force 
f the International Covenants on Human Rights as a 
tajor step in the international efforts to promote and 
tcourage respect for human rights and fundamental 
·eedoms for all, thereby contributing greatly to the 
)-operation of States in the attainment of the purposes 
1d principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 

Recalling in this respect its resolutions 2200 A 
XXI) of 16 December 1966 and 3270 (XXIX) of 
) December 197 4, 

Noting with appreciation that following its appeal 
:vera! Member States have acceded to the International 
ovenants on Human Rights, 

Having noted the report of the Secretary-General on 
1e status of the International Covenant on Economic, 
>eial and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant 
1 Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol 
' the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
ights (A/32/188), 

Bearing in mind the important responsibilities of the 
~anomie and Social Council in relation to the Inter
ttional Covenants on Human Rights, 

Recognizing the important role of the Human Rights 
)mmittee in the implementation of the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Op
tional Protocol thereto, 

1. Recognizes the importance of the International 
Covenants on Human Rights as a major step in the 
international efforts to promote universal respect for 
and observance of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms; 

2. Notes with appreciation the report of the Human 
Rights Committee on its first and second sessions 
(A/32/44 and Corr.l) and expresses its satisfaction 
at the serious manner in which the Committee is under
taking its functions; 

3. Expresses its appreciation to States parties to the 
International ro.,Pn<>qt on Civil and Political Rights 
which have extended their co-operation to the Human 
Rights Committee; 

4. Invites again all States which have not yet done 
so to become parties to the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Inter-· 
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as well 
as to consider the possibilities of acceding to the 
Optional Protocol thereto; 

5. Appreciates that the Human Rights Committee 
strives for uniform standards in the implementation of 
the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and of the Optional Protocol 
thereto; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the 
Human Rights Committee informed of the activities 
of the Commission on Human Rights, the Sub-Com
mission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection 
of Minorities and the Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session a report on 
the status of the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol 
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights; 

8. Recalls that the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights envisages that the Secretary-Gen
eral shall provide the necessary staff and facilities 
for the effective performance of the Human Rights 
Committee. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 98th plenary meeting, on 8 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee in its report 
(A/32/333, para. 8). For the final text, sec resolution 32/66.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/ 437 

Report of the Third Committee 

1. The item entitled "International Year for Dis
abled Persons: report of the Secretary-General" was 
included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second 
session of the General Assembly in accordance with its 
resolution 31/123 of 16 December 1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in its agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee had before it a report of the 
Secretary-General (A/32/288) prepared in accordance 
with resolution 31/123. 

4. The Committee considered the item at its 73rd 
and 75th meetings, on 8 and 9 December 1977. The 
views expressed by the representatives of Member States 
and of the specialized agencies on the item are con
tained in the summary records of those meetings. 

5. The Acting Assistant Director of the Centre for 
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs intro
duced the item at the 73rd meeting. 

6. At the 73rd meeting, the representative of the 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.3/32/L.51 ), sponsored by Algeria, Argentina, 
Belgium, Canada, Costa Rica, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, 
Egypt, Finland, the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Greece, India, Iraa, Jordan, Lesotho, the Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritania, 
Morocco, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, the Philippines, 
Romania, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, the United 
Arab Emirates, the United States of America, VietNam 
and Yugoslavia, subsequently joined by Bangladesh, 
Denmark, Ireland, the Lao People's Democratic Repub
lic and Qatar. The text read as follows: 

[Original: EnF?lish] 
[14 December 1977] 

[Same text as draft resolution contained in para
graph 10 below, with the exception of operative 
paragraph 2, which read as follows: 

"2. Authorizes the Secretary-General to under
take the measures required to implement these 
proposals;"J 
7. At the 75th meeting, the sponsors revised the 

text by adding the following phrase at the end of the 
paragraph "including the necessary information ac
tivities prior to and during the International Year for 
Disabled Persons". 

8. The Committee had before it a note by the 
Secretary-General (A/C.3/32/L.68) on the adminis
trative and financial implications of the draft resolution. 

9. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution, as revised, without a vote. 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

10. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR FOR DISABLED PERSONS 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 31/123 of 16 D<:cember 1976 
by which it proclaimed the year 1981 International 
Year for Disabled Persons and decided to devote that 
year to the realization of a set of objectives, including: 

(a) Helping disabled persons in their physical and 
psychological adjustment to society, 

I Annexes (32) 82 
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(b) Promoting all national and international efforts 
to provide disabled persons with proper assistance, 
training, care and guidance, to make available to them 
opportunities for suitable work and to ensure their full 
integration in society, 

(c) Encouraging study and research projects de
signed to facilitate the practical participation of disabled 
persons in daily life, for example by improving their 
access to public buildings and transportation systems, 

(d) Educating and informing the public of the 
rights of disabled persons to participate in and con
tribute to various aspects of economic, social and 
political life, 

(e) Promoting effective measures for the preven
tion of disability and for the rehabilitation of disabled 
persons, 

Recalling in particular paragraph 4 of its resolution 
31 I 123, in which it requested the Secretary-General to 
elaborate, in consultation with Member States, special
ized agencies and the organizations concerned, a draft 
programme for the International Year for Disabled 
Persons, 

Recalling its resolution 31/93 of 14 December 1976 
on the medium-term plan, in paragraph 6 of which it 
urged organs to refrain from undertaking new activities 
not programmed in the medium-term plan and the 
subsequent programme budget unless a pressing need 
of an unforseeable nature arises as determined by the 
General Assembly, 

Having considered with satisfaction the report of 
the Secretary-General on and the annexed draft pro
gramme for the International Year for Disabled Persons 
(A/32/288), 

1. Approves the proposals of the Secretary-General, 
contained in hi" report, for preparatory work for the 
period 197 8-1979; 

2. Authorizes the Secretary-General to undertake 
the measures required to implement these proposals, 
including the necessary information activities prior to 
and during the International Year for Disabled Persons; 

3. Decides that the International Year for Disabled 
Persons represents such a pressing need of an unforsee
able nature; 

4. Decides to establish an Advisory Committee for 
the International Year for Disabled Persons, composed 
of the representatives of fifteen Member States who 
shall be appointed, on the basis of equitable geo
graphical distribution, by the Chairman of the Third 
Committee, in concurrence with the regional groups; 

5. Decides that the task of the Advisory Committee 
shall be to consider, and to consult with Member States 
and specialized agencies on, the draft programme for 
the International Year for Disabled Persons prepared 
by the Secretary-General; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to convene the 
Advisory Committee no later than March 1979 at 
the Headquarters of the United Nations and to sub
mit the report on that meeting to the General Assembly 
for consideration at its thirty-fourth session; 

7. Appeals to Member States to make in due time 
generous voluntary contributions for the International 
Year for Disabled Persons; 

8. Encourages Member States and organizations 
concerned to take specific action in the preparation of 
the observance of the International Year for Disabled 
Persons; 

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-fourth session the item entitled "International 
Year for Disabled Persons". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/32/288 
A/C.3/32/L.51 

A/C.3/32/L.68 

A/C.S/32/89 
A/32/478 

Printed in U.S.A. 

At its 105th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee in its report 
(A/32/437, para. 10). For the final text, see resolution 32/133.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/438 

Report of the Third Committee 
[Original: EnglishJ 

[14 December 1977 

I. The item entitled "Human rights and scientific 
md technological developments" was included in the 
>rovisional agenda of the thirty-second session of the 
]eneral Assembly in accordance with its resolution 
11/128 of 16 December 1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
l977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
>f the General Committee, decided to include the item 
n its agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered the item at its 76th 
neeting, on 9 December 1977. The views expressed 
>y the representatives of Member States on the item 
lre contained in the summary record of that meeting. 

4. The Committee had before it a note by the Secre
ary-General (A/32/135 and Corr.l) containing rele
rant background information on the item. 

5. The Committee had before it a draft resolution 
:ubmitted by the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic 
'A/C.3/32/L.62), which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 
"Recalling its resolution 3384 (XXX) of 10 No

vember 1975 proclaiming the Declaration on the Use 
of Scientific and Technological Progress in the In
terests of Peace and for the Benefit of Mankind, 

"1. Again calls upon Member States, in their 
programmes and development plans, to take account 
of the provisions and principles contained in the 
Declaration; 

"2. Instructs the Committee on the Application 
of Science and Technology to Development to take 
account of the provisions of the Declaration in 
preparing the United Nations Conference on Science 
and Technology tot nevelopment planned to be held 
in 1979." 

1 

6. At the 76th meeting, the representative of the 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic withdrew the 
draft resolution. 

7. At the same meeting, the representative of France 
introduced a draft decision (A/C.3/32/L.74), which 
read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 
"Recalling its previous resolutions on this item, 

particularly resolution 3268 (XXIX) and noting that 
the item could not be considered at its thirty-second 
session through lack of time, 

"Noting that scientific and technological progres$, 
which is one of the most important factors in the 
development of human society, may in some cir
cumstances represent a threat to human rights anC:t 
fundamental freedoms and to human dignity, and 
may result in situations which endanger the exercise 
of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, 

"Taking note of the work of the Economic and 
Social Council and the Commission on HunYi\\\ 
Rights in this field, 

"1. Requests the Commission on Human Ri~ht~ 
at its thirty-fourth sesstOn to continue its study of 
the harmful consequences of new technology as it 
relates to human rights, and invites the Commission 
to report on this matter to the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixty-fourth session; 

"2. Decides to include the item "Human rights 
and scientific and technological developments" in the 
provisional agenda of its thirty-third session and to 
give priority to its consideration." 
8. Also at the same meeting, the representative of 

France revised the draft decision, which the Committee 
adopted without a vote (see para. 9 below). 

Anncxc'> ( .'2 l :--:_1 
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Recommendation of the Third Committee The General Assembly, having been unable, for lacl 
of time, to consider the item entitled "Human right: 
and scientific and technological developments", decide: 
to include it in the provisional agenda of its thirty-thin 
session and to consider it with appropriate priority. 

9. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
decision: 

Document No. 

A/32/135 and 
Corr.l 

A/C.3/32/L.62 

A/C.3/32/L.74 

Prmtc·d 111 li.S.f\. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 1 05th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft decision submitted by the Third Committee in its report 
(A/32/438, para. 9) (see decision 32/4341 ). 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, SupplemeDZ 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/439*** 

Report of the Third Committee 

1. The item entitled "Policies and programmes re
lating to youth: reports of the Secretary-General" was 
included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second 
session of the General Assembly in accordance with 
paragraph 6 of Assembly resolution 31/129 of 16 De
cember 1977. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the 
item iQ its agenda and to allocate it to the Third 
Committee. 

3. The Committee considered the item at its 63rd, 
64th, 66th, 70th, 71st and 76th meetings, between 
30 November and 9 December 1977. The views ex
pressed by the representatives of Member States on the 
item are contained in the summary records of those 
meetings. 

4. The Committee had before it the following doc
uments: 

(a) The report of the Secretary-General (see 
A/32/161) on problems confronting youth and the 
manner in which these problems are being treated by 
the organs and executive bodies of the United Nations 
system, prepared in accordance with General Assem
bly resolution 3140 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973; 

(b) A note by the Secretary-General (A/32/162) 
on channels of communication with youth and youth 
organizations, called for in Assembly resolution 31/ 
131 of 16 December 1976; 

(c) The report of the Secretary-General (see (A/ 
32/170) on the present and future role and participa-

•• • Incorpora.ting document A/321439/Corr.1, of 16 De
cember 1977. 

I 

[Original: English] 
[14 December 1977] 

tion of youth in the development and nation-building 
process, as well as in the field of promoting interna
tional co-operation and understanding, prepared in ac
cordance with Assembly resolution 31/130 of 16 De
cember 1976; 

(d) A note by the Secretary-General (A/32/171) 
on the establishment of a co-operative arrangement 
among youth research and information centres pre
pared in accordance with Assembly resolution 31/129; 

(e) The report of the Secretary-General (A/32/ 
205) on the United Nations Volunteers programme, 
prepared in accordance with Assembly resolution 31/ 
131 of 16 December 1976. 

5. The Acting Assistant Director of the Centre 
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs in
troduced the item at the 63rd meeting, on 30 No
vember. 

6. At the 63rd meeting, the representative of Ro
mania introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/32/L.41) 
entitled "Youth in the contemporary world", which 
was sponsored by Afghanistan, Algeria, Bhutan, Co
lombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, Ghana, 
Guatemala, Honduras, India, Kenya, Lesotho, the 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mali, Mexico, 
Morocco, Nepal, Nicaragua, Peru, the Philippines, 
Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, the U1_1ited ~e
public of Cameroon, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaue, 
and Zambia, subsequently joined by Bangladesh, Bo
livia, the Central African Empire, the Comoros, the 
Congo, Cuba, Gabon, Malawi, the Sudan and Togo. 
[For the text, see para. 12 below, draft resolution /.] 

7. At the 71 st meeting, on 7 December, the Com
mittee adopted the draft resolution without a vote. 

Annexes ( 32) 84 
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8. At the 76th meeting, on 9 December, the rep
resentative of the Netherlands introduced a draft reso
lution (AIC.31321L.65) entitled "Channels of com
munication with youth and youth organizations", 
which was sponsored by Bangladesh, the Central Afri
can Empire, Egypt, the Netherlands and Yugoslavia, 
subsequently joined by the Congo, Costa Rica, Cyprus, 
Mali, the Philippines, Romania and Zaire. [For the 
text, see para. 12 below, draft resolution II.] 

9. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution without a vote. 

I 0. Also at the same meeting, the representative 
of the Sudan introduced a draft decision (AIC.31 
321L. 73) entitled "United Nations Volunteers pro
gramme". [For the text, see para. 13 below.] 

II. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft decision without a vote. 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

12. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolutions: 

Draft resolution I 

YOUTH IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that since 1965 numerous resolutions on 
the situation, needs and aspirations of youth have 
been adopted both by the General Assembly1 and by 
the Economic and Social Council,2 

Recognizing the profound importance of the direct 
participation of youth in shaping the future of hu
manity, 

Convinced of the imperative need to harness the 
energies, enthusiasms and creative abilities of youth 
to the tasks of nation building, the economic, social 
and cultural advancement of peoples, the implementa
tion of the new international economic order, the 
preservation of world peace and the promotion of in
ternational co-operation and understanding, 

Considering it necessary to disseminate among 
youth the ideals of peace, respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, human solidarity and dedi
cation to the objective of progress and development, 

Convinced of the necessity of meeting the legiti
mate needs and aspirations of youth and ensuring 
their active participation in all fields of national life, 

Recognizing the necessity of consolidating the ef
forts of all States in carrying out specific programmes 
concerning youth, 

Noring the wide variety of proposals that have been 
made to the General Assembly and the Economic and 
Social Council to improve channels of communication 
between the United Nations and youth and youth or
ganizations and to ensure the active participation of 

1 General Assembly resolution~ 2037 (XX), 2447 (XXlll), 
2497 (XXIV), 2633 (XXV), 2770 (XXVI). 3022 (XXVII), 
3023 CXXVII). 3024 CXXVJI). 3140 (XXVlll), 3141 
(XXVIII>. 31'129. 311130. 311131 and 311132. 
~Economic and Social Counctl resolutions 1086 J (XXXIX), 

1353 (XLV), 1354 (XLV), 1407 (XLVI), 1752 (LlV), 
1922 (LVIII), 1923 (LVlll), 1966 (LIX), 2078 (LXII). 

young people in all stages of development at local, 
national and international levels, 

Believing that it is urgently desirable to consolidate 
the efforts of the United Nations concerning the situa
tion, needs and aspirations of youth into specific, prac
tical and effective means of bringing about such ob
jectives, 

Affirming the importance of current and projected 
United Nations activities designed to increase oppor
tunities for youth to be integrated into development 
activities and to assess the needs and aspirations of 
youth, including, inter alia, publications designed to 
disseminate information on programmes of youth par
ticipation in development, co-operative arrangements 
with institutions engaged in youth research, and the 
preparation of studies on youth organizations and the 
training of youth workers, 

Convinced that an international youth year could 
usefully serve to mobilize efforts at local, national, 
regional and international levels in order to promote 
the best educational, professional and living condi
tions for young people to ensure their active participa
tion in over-all development of society and to en
courage the preparation of new national and local 
policies and programmes in accordance with each 
country's experience, 

I. Invites all States to make known their views 
concerning the proclamation of an international youth 
year and to send their proposals and observations in 
this regard to the Secretary-General before 1 July 
1978; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a 
report containing the views of Member States on the 
proclamation of an international youth year and to 
propose possible ways and means for the observance 
of such a year; 

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to prepare 
a brief synopsis of the legislative history and pro
gramme activities of the United Nations in the field 
of youth since 1965, for submission to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-third session for further dis
cussion; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda 
of its thirty-third session the item entitled "Policies 
and programmes relating to youth" and to grant it 
the highest priority, due consideration being given to 
the idea of proclaiming an international youth year 
at that session. 

Draft resolution II 

CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION WITH YOUTH AND 
YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 31 I 131 and 31 I 132 of 

16 December 197 6 and Economic and Social Council 
resolution 2078 (LXII) of 13 May 1977, 

Convinced of the need to improve the efforts of the 
United Nations with regard to participation of youth 
in achieving the objectives of the Charter of the 
United Nations, 

Equally convinced of the valuable contribution that 
youth can make in promoting co-operation among 
States and in the implementation of the new interna
tional economic order based on equity and justice, 
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Bearing in mind the importance of the existence of 
the channels of communication and of practical and 
effective opportunities for youth and youth organiza
tions to participate in the work of the United Nations 
at the national, regional, interregional and interna
tional levels, 

1. Adopts the guidelines for the improvement of 
the channels of communication between the United 
Nations and youth and youth organizations contained 
in the annex to the present resolution; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the 
present resolution, together with its annex, to all Mem
ber States, regional commissions and regional and 
international youth organizations in consultative status 
with the Economic and Social Council; 

3. Invites Member States to communicate the sub
stance matter of the present resolution and its annex 
to national youth organizations and ask for their com
ments and suggestions; 

4. Invites Member States and the regional com
missions to comment upon the guidelines contained in 
the annex to the present resolution and to offer addi
tional suggestions regarding the further development 
of these guidelines; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to undertake 
the necessary action for the implementation of the 
guidelines, in particular through: 

(a) Joint consultations with the Administrator of 
the United Nations Development Programme con
cerning the youth activities dealt with in the guide
lines; 

(b) The interagency task force drawn from the 
Secretariat of the United Nations and the specialized 
agencies directly concerned with youth policies and 
programmes, established in accordance with Economic 
and Social Council resolution 2078 (LXII); 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session a report 
on comments and suggestions offered by Member 
States and regional commissions relating to the guide
lines contained in the annex to the present resolution 
and on the progress achieved in their implementation 
with specific, action-oriented recommendations with 
a view to the further development of the guidelines 
and of the co-operation between the United Nations 
system and national and international youth organiza
tions. 

ANNEX 

GUIDELINES FOR TIIE IMPROVEMENT OF THE CHANNELS OF 

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN TIIE UNITED NATIONS AND YOUTII 

AND YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 

A. National 

1. The Administrator of the United Nations Development 
Programme should be requested to continue exploring, in 

consultation with the Governments concerned, ways to in
volve youth organizations in development activities of the 
United Nations at the national level. 

2. The Office of Public Information of the Secretariat 
shoulj continue to work in close co-operation with the Joint 
United Nations Information Committee to provide information 
on the issues on which the United Nations is working in such 
a way as to attract and interest young people at the national 
level in the ideals and principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations. 

3. Bearing in mind proposals contained in his note on the 
role of youth in the promotion and protection of human 
rights,3 the Secretary-General should explore, in consultation 
with Governments, the feasibility of identifying a national 
liaison and focal point on youth within each country, taking 
into consideration the networks of national correspondents 
which have been set up to facilitate communication between 
countries and with the United Nations in allied fields of social 
development. 

B. Regional 

The regional commissions should be requested to pay special 
attention to the question of active participation of youth in 
the process of national development and to consider at their 
forthcoming sessions appropriate forms in which regional com
missions can assist Governments in this field and establish 
contacts with youth and youth organizations. 

C. International 

1. The scope of the quarterly Youth Information Bulletin 
should be extended and it should be published i'l French and 
Spanish in addition to English, within the existing budgetary 
allocations. Both governmental and non-governmental bodies 
dealing with youth should be encouraged to provide material 
for dissemination through the Bulletin and to assist in its dis
tribution so that it may be made available to as many young 
people and youth organizations as possible. 

2. The work of the Office of Public Information and the 
Centre for Economic and Social Information of the Secretariat, 
in the creation of suitable radio and television programmes 
about the United Nations and its activities, should be inten
sified within their existing budgetary allocations. 

3. The Secretary-General may continue to utilize the exist
ing channels of communication between the United Nations 
and international and regional non-governmental youth organi
zations. 

• • • 
13. The Third Committee also recommends to the 

General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
decision: 

UNITED NATIONS VOLUNTEERS PROGRAMME 

The General Assembly takes note of the report of 
the Secretary-General on the United Nations Volunteers 
programme (A/32/205) and, noting in particular the 
proposals made under paragraph 17 (a) to (g), decides 
to ask the Secretary-General to transmit the report for 
consideration and review of the above-mentioned pro
posals to the Economic and Social Council at its sixty
fourth session. 

3 E/CN.S/528 and Corr.l. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 105th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolutions submitted by the Third Committee in its report 
(A/32/439, para. 12). For the final text, see resolutions 32/134 and 32/135.4 
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Printed in U.S.A. 
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At the same meeting. the Assemblv adopted the draft decision submitted 
by the Third Committee in its report (ibid., para. 13) (see decision 32/4354

). 

4 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/440 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
n7, the General Assembly allocated to the Third 
ommittee agenda item 85, entitled "United Nations 
·ecade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace: 
:ports of the Secretary-General". 

2. The Committee considered the item at its 19th 
1 28th and 73rd to 75th meetings from 13 October 
1 9 December 1977. The views expressed by repre
·ntatives of Member States on the item are contained 

the summary records of those meetings. 
3. The Committee had before it the following docu

ents: 
(a) The relevant part of the report of the Eco

)mic and Social Council (A/32/3, chap. VI, sect. B); 
(b) The report of the Secretary-General (A/32/ 

74) on the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations 
ecade for Women, prepared in accordance with para
·aph 4 of General Assembly resolution 31 I 13 3 of 
5 December 1976; 

(c) The report of the Secretary-General (A/32/ 
75) on measures taken to implement the World Plan 
· Action and the Programme for the United Nations 
ecade for Women, prepared in accordance with para
aph 8 of General Assembly resolution 31/136 of 
5 December 1976; 

(d) The report of the Secretary-General (A/32/ 
11) on women's participation in the strengthening 
· international peace and security and in the struggle 
:ainst colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, for-

I 

[Original: English] 
[14 December 1977] 

eign aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign 
domination, prepared in accordance with paragraph 6 of 
General Assembly resolution 3519 (XXX) of 15 De
cember 1975; 

(e) The report of the Secretary-General (A/32/216 
and Corr.l and Add.l and 2) on the promotion of 
full equality of women and men in all spheres of life 
in accordance with international standards and the Dec
laration on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women, prepared pursuant to paragraph 12 of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 De
cember 1975; 

(f) The report of the Secretary-General (A/32/218 
and Add.l and 2) concerning the draft Convention 
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
and containing the text of the draft Convention as well 
as general observations from Governments and the spe
cialized agencies. The report had been prepared and 
transmitted to the General Assembly in accordance with 
Economic and Social Council resolution 2058 (LXII) 
of 12 May 1977; 

(g) The report of the Secretary-General (A/32/ 
269) on women in rural areas prepared in accordance 
with paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 3523 
(XXX) of 15 December 1975; 

4. At the 19th meeting, on 13 October, the As
sistant Secretary-General for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs and the Officer-in-Charge of the 
Advancement of Women Branch of the Centre for So
cial Development and Humanitarian Affairs made in
troductory statements. 

Annexes (32) 85 
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Proposals 

A. Draft Convention on the Elimination of Discrimi
nation against Women (A/32/218, annex IV) 

5. At its 23rd meeting, on 19 October, the Com
mittee decided to establish an open-ended Working 
Group to consider the draft Convention on the Elimina
tion of Discrimination against Women submitted by the 
Economic and Social Council (A/32/218, annex IV). 

6. At the 73rd meeting, on 8 December, the Rap
porteur of the Working Group on the Drafting of the 
Convention introduced the report of the Working Group 
(A/C.3/32/L.59). 

7. At the 74th meeting, on 9 December, the rep
resentative of Tunisia introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.3/32/L.52) entitled "Draft Convention on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women", spon
sored by Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Finland, France, the German Democratic 
Republic, Greece, Hungary, Iran, Italy, Kenya, Mon
golia, Norway, the Philippines, Sweden, Togo and Tu
nisia, subsequently joined by Austria, Benin, Costa Rica, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, Ghana, Guinea, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Senegal and Zambia. The 
text read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

... [Same text as draft resolution I contained 
in paragraph 26 below, with the exception of opera
tive paragraph 1, which read as follows: 

"1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report 
of the Third Committee prepared by the Working 
Group on the draft Convention on the Elimination 
of Discrimination against Women;".] 

8. At the 75th meeting, on 9 December, the spon
sors orally revised operative paragraph 1 by replacing 
the words "of the Third Committee prepared by the 
Working Group" by the words "of the Working Group 
of the Third Committee". 

9. At the same meeting, the representative of Mo
rocco orally proposed the deletion of the words "with 
satisfaction" in operative paragraph 1. 

10. At the same meeting, the Committee voted on 
the draft resolution and the oral amendment thereto 
as follows: 

(a) By 89 votes to 6, with 22 abstentions, the 
Committee decided to retain the words "with satisfac
tion" in operative paragraph 1; 

(b) Operative paragraph 1, on which a separate 
vote was taken at the request of the representative of 
Mali, was adopted by 117 votes to none, with 4 ab
stentions; 

(c) Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.52, as a whole, 
as orally revised, was adopted without a vote (see 
para. 26 below, draft resolution I). 

B. Draft resolution A/C.3!32/L.53 

11. At the 74th meeting, the representative of Iran 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/32/L.53) entitled 
'·Inkrnational Research and Training Institute for the 
Advancement of Women", sponsored by Algeria, Ar
gentina, Austria, Bangladesh, Burundi, Egypt, India, 
Iran, Iraq, Italy, the Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenva, Mau
ritania, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, the Niger, Pakistan, 
the Philippines, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey and Yugoslavia, 
subsequently joined by Benin, the Congo, Costa Rica, 

Ghana, Guinea, Senegal, the Sudan, the United State: 
of America, the Upper Volta and Zambia (for the text 
see para. 26 below, draft resolution II). 

12. At its 75th meeting, the Committee adopte< 
the draft resolution without a vote. 

C. Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.54 
13, At the 74th meeting, the representative of Tu· 

nisia introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/32/L.54) 
entitled "Interagency programme for the United Nation~ 
Decade for Women" sponsored by Austria, Bangladesh 
Burundi, France, Greece, India, Iran, Iraq, Italy, th1 
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, the Libyan Arab Jama· 
hiriya, Mauritania, Morocco, Nepal, New Zealand, th1 
Niger, Norway, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines 
Togo, Tunisia, Turkey and Venezuela, subsequent!) 
joined by Benin, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Madagascar 
Mali, Senegal, the Upper Volta and Zambia (for th1 
text, see para. 26 below, draft resolution Ill). 

14. At its 75th meeting, the Committee adoptee 
the draft resolution without a vote. 

D. Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.55/Rev.1 
15. At the 74th meeting, the representative of Mo· 

rocco introduced a revised draft resolution (A/C.3/32; 
L.55 /Rev.1) entitled "Pledging Conference for th1 
United Nations Decade for Women", sponsored by Aus. 
tria, Bangladesh, Burundi, Guinea, Iran, Iraq, the Li
byan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauritania, Morocco, the Niger 
the Philippines, Togo, Tunisia and Turkey, subsequent!) 
joined by Benin, Ghana, Senegal and the Upper Volt~ 
(for the text, see para. 26 below, draft resolution IV) 

16. At the same meeting, the Secretary of the Com
mittee made a statement concerning the financial impli
cations of the draft resolution. 

17. At its 75th meeting, the Committee adoptee 
the revised draft resolution without a vote. 

E. Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.56 
18. At the 74th meeting, the representative of Egypl 

introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/32/L.56) entitlec 
"World Conference of the United Nations Decade f01 
Women", sponsored by Austria, Bangladesh, Bulgaria 
Burundi, Egypt, the German Democratic Republic 
Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, the Ivory Coast, Jordan 
the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauritania, Mongolia 
Nepal, New Zealand, the Niger, Norway, Papua Ne" 
Guinea, the Philippines, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Vene· 
zuela and Yugoslavia, subsequently joined by th< 
Congo, Ghana, Jamaica, Mali, Senegal, the Uppe1 
Volta and Zambia (for the text, see para. 26 below 
draft resolution V). 

19. At the same meeting, the Secretary of the Com 
mittee made a statement concerning the financial impli· 
cations of the draft resolution. 

20. At its 75th meeting, the Committee adoptee 
the draft resolution without a vote. 

F. Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.57 
21. At the 74th meeting, the representative of th1 

United States of America introduced a draft resolutior 
(A/C.3/32/L.57) entitled "Voluntary Fund for th1 
United Nations Decade for Women", sponsored b) 
Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, India, Iran, Iraq, Italy 
the Ivory Coast, Jordan, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
Mauritania, Morocco, New Zealand, the Niger, Nor· 
way, Papua New Guinea, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, th( 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
the United States of America and Venezuela, subse
quently joined by Costa Rica, Ghana, Mali, the Neth· 
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lands and Zambia (for the text, see para. 26 below, 
aft resolution VI). 
22. At the 75th meeting, the Committee adopted 
e draft resolution without a vote. 

G. Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.66 

23. At the 74th meeting, the representative of the 
~rman Democratic Republic introduced a draft reso
tion (A/C.3/32/L.66) entitled "Women's participa
m in the strengthening of international peace and 
~urity and in the struggle against colonialism, racism, 
~ial discrimination, aggression, occupation and all 
rms of foreign domination", sponsored by Czecho
,vakia, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary 
d Mongolia, subsequently joined by Cuba, Ethiopia 
d Madagascar. The text read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 
... [Same text as draft resolution V/l contained 

in paragraph 26 below, with the exception of the 
second preambular paragraph, which read as follows: 

"Taking into account that secure peace and social 
progress, the establishment of a new international 
economic order as well as the full enjoyment of hu
man rights and fundamental freedoms are inconceiv
able without the active participation of women, their 
equality and development,".] 
24. The sponsors of the draft resolution orally 
"ised the second preambular paragraph of the draft 
replacing the words "are inconceivable without" by 

~quire". 

25. At the 75th meeting, the Committee adopted 
~ draft resolution, as orally· revised, by a roll-call 
te of 53 to 19, with 52 abstentions (see para. 26 be
N, draft resolution VII) . The voting was as follows: 
In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, 
tutan, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian So
~t Socialist Republic, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czecho
,vakia, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
~rman Democratic Republic, Guinea, Haiti, Hungary, 
dia, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Dem
ratic Republic, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
adagascar, Mali, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nepal, 
nan, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Singa
re, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, 
:anda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, 

lited Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
nzania, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 
Against: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Den
irk, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Hondu
;, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Nether
tds, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, United Kingdom 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States 
America. 
Abstaining: Afghanistan, Bahamas, Barbados, Bo
la, Brazil, Burundi, Central African Empire, Chile, 
'lombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Fiji, Finland, Ga
n, Gambia, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Indonesia, 
1n, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Lesotho, Malawi, 
tlaysia, Maldives, Mexico, Morocco, Nicaragua, 
ger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, 
raguay, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Rwanda, Sene
, Spain, Surinam, Swaziland, Thailand, Trinidad and 
bago, Tunisia, Turkey, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Vene
~la, Zaire. 
e representative of Albania stated that he had not 
rticipated in the vote on any of the draft resolutions 
the item. 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

26. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Draft Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 31/136 of 16 December 
1976, in which the General Assembly, inter alia, ap
proved the Programme for the United Nations Decade 
for Women/ which entails the adoption by the Assem
bly of the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimi
nation against Women and its entry into force during 
the first half of the Decade, between 1976 and 1980, 

Convinced that the adoption of that Convention and 
its entry into force will contribute to the implementa
tion of the principal objectives of the United Nations 
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 
and to the realization of the principles of equality be
tween men and women, 

Noting the work done in 1976 by the Commission 
on the Status of Women at its twenty-sixth session with 
a view to the elaboration of the draft Convention on 
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (see 
A/32/218, annex IV), 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 
2058 (LXII) of 12 May 1977, in which the Council 
requested the General Assembly to take up considera
tion of the draft Convention as a matter of urgency 
at the outset of its thirty-second session with a view 
to its adoption at that session, 

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the 
Working Group of the Third Committee on the Draft
ing of the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimina
tion against Women (A/C.3/32/L.59); 

2. Recommends that a working group should be 
established at the beginning of the thirty-third session 
to continue consideration of the articles which have 
not been completed during the current session; 

3. Expresses the hope that the draft Convention 
will be adopted during the thirty-third session of the 
General Assembly; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-third session, as a matter of high priority, an 
item entitled "Draft Convention on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women". 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

International Research and Training Institute 
for the Advancement of Women 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 31 I 135 of 16 December 

1976, in which it endorsed the establishment of an 
International Research and Training Institute for the 
Advancement of Women, and Economic and Social 
Council resolution 1998 (LX) of 12 May 1976 con
cerning the same question, 

Recalling further the reports of the Secretary-General 
on the progress achieved towards the establishment of 

1 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Sixty
second Session, Supplement No. 3, annex. V. 



4 General Assembly-Thirty-second Session-Annexes 

the Institute, submitted to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-first session2 and to the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixtieth and sixty-second sessions, 3 

Convinced that the early establishment of the Insti
tute will contribute substantially to the realization of 
the objectives of the World Plan of Action for the Im
plementation of the Objectives of the International 
Women's Year4 and the Programme for the United 
Nations Decade for Women,1 

Noting the preparations already undertaken by the 
Secretary-General for the establishment of the Institute, 

Considering that those preparations should be ac
tively continued and that a preliminary draft document 
describing the structure and composition of the Institute 
should be prepared not later than April 1978, 

1. Notes the efforts made thus far by the Secretary
General with a view to the establishment of the Inter
national Research and Training Institute for the Ad
vancement of Women; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue those 
efforts and to prepare, in consultation with the com
petent bodies of the host country, the competent organs 
and institutions of the United Nations system and the 
regional commissions concerned, a draft document des
cribing the structure, composition, responsibilities, and 
programme of the Institute, as well as the co-ordination 
of the activities of the Institute with those of the organi
zations concerned, particuiarly the United Nations De
velopment Programme, the regional commissions and 
the regional research centres for the advancement of 
women, having regard to the recommendations of the 
Group of Experts set forth in the report submitted by 
the Secretary-General to the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixtieth session; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
Economic and Social Council at its sixty-fourth session 
on the progress achieved towards the establishment of 
the Institute, including substantive and administrative 
preparations, and to submit to it for consideration and 
adoption the draft document referred to in paragraph 2 
above. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Interagency programme for the United Nations 
Decade for Women 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 Decem
ber 1975, in which it proclaimed the period from 1976 
to 1985 United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, 
Development and Peace, to be devoted to effective and 
sustained national, regional and international action to 
implement the World Plan of Action for the Implemen
tation of the Objectives of the International Women's 
Year, 4 and related resolutions adopted by the World 
Conference of the International Women's Year, 

Recalling further that in its resolution 311136 of 
16 December 1976, it approved the Programme for 
the United Nations Decade for Women,! which focused 
on the first half of the Decade, 1976 to 1980, 

Noting that the joint interagency programme for the 
integration of women in development, whose establish-

2A/31/310. 
3 E/5772 and E/5926. 
4 Report nf the World Conference on the International Wom

en's Year (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.l), 
chap. II, sect. A. 

ment was called for in paragraph 5 (b) of Gener 
Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX), has become an i· 
teragency programme for the United Nations Deca< 
for Women based on the implementation of the Wor 
Plan of Action, for the formulation of which the Cent 
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs serv 
as focal point, 

Noting further that this programme was drawn l 

in July 1977 in the context of the conceptual fram 
work and the co-ordination of ongoing activities ar 
planned activities of the agencies concerned, 

Noting further that this programme, which shou 
be brought up to date every two years, is current 
the subject of a study which is to be considered by tl 
special interagency meeting on the United Nations De 
ade for Women to be held in July 1978 with a vie 
to preparing for the World Conference, 

1. Notes the measures already taken by the Seer 
tary-General to implement the Programme for tl 
United Nations Decade for Women (see Al321175 

2. Emphasizes that constant and increasing eff01 
must be made at the national, regional and internation 
levels to attain the objectives of the Decade; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultati~ 
with all the participating agencies and organizations 
the United Nations, to submit to the General Asseml: 
at its thirty-third session, through the Economic a1 

Social Council, the study of the interagency programr 
accompanied by the observations formulated by t 
Council with regard to it; 

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to trar 
mit to Governments every two years the study of t 
interagency programme for the Decade; 

5. Urges the participating agencies and organi2 
tions of the United Nations system to identify a1 
undertake as quickly as possible projects to be execut 
jointly. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Pledging conference for the United Nations 
Decade for Women 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 31 I 137 of 16 Decem!: 
1976, in which it requested the Secretary-General 
convene during the thirty-second session of the Gene1 
Assembly a pledging conference for contributions 
be made to the Voluntary Fund for the United Natio 
Decade for Women and to the International Resear 
and Training Institute for the Advancement of W ome 

Noting with satisfaction the results of the first Plec 
ing Conference for the United Nations Decade f 
Women, held at the Headquarters of the United Natio 
on 8 November 1977, 

Convinced that the Programme for the United 1\ 
tions Decade for Women,1 if it is to be fully effecti' 
must be translated into the greatest possible number 
projects and programmes at the national, regional a 
interregional levels, 

A !so convinced that the speedy establishment of t 
International Research and Training Institute for t 
Advancement of Women will contribute substantia 
to the attainment of the research and training objecth 
of the World Plan of Action for the Implementati 
of the Objectives of the International Women's Yea 
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1. Expresses its thanks to the Secretary-General for 
:wing convened the first Pledging Conference for the 
nited Nations Decade for Women; 

2. Expresses its warm thanks to those countries 
hich have already contributed, those which have 
[edged contributions and those which have expressed 
teir intention of contributing to the Voluntary Fund 
1r the United Nations Decade for Women and/or to 
te International Research and Training Institute for 
te Advancement of Women; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to convene dur
g the thirty-third session of the General Assembly 
second pledging conference for voluntary contribu

Jns for the purpose of financing: 

(a) The Voluntary Fund for the United Nations 
ecade for Women; 

(b) The International Research and Training In-
itute for the Advancement of Women; 

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to or
mize an information campaign with a view to stimu
ting the interest of Governments, organizations and 
dividuals likely to contribute to the Voluntary Fund 
r the United Nations Decade for Women and the 
'ternational Research and Training Institute for the 
dvancement of Women. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

World Conference of the United Nations 
Decade for Women 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 Decem
r 1975, in paragraph 20 of which it decided to con
ne at the mid-term of the United Nations Decade 
r Women a world conference to review and evaluate 
e progress made in implementing the objectives of 
e International Women's Year as recommended by 
e World Conference of the International Women's 
~ar and, where necessary, to readjust existing pro
ammes in the light of new data and research available, 
Recalling further that the Economic and Social Coun
' in its resolution 1999 (LX) of 12 May 1976, re
tested the Commission on the Status of Women at 

twenty-sixth session to consider different aspects 
the preparatory work for the World Conference of 

~ United Nations Decade for Women, including its 
enda, and also decided to consider at its sixty-fourth 
;sion, in the spring of 1978, the preparatory work 
r the Conference, 
Recalling also that. in accordance with the request 
the Economic and Social Council, the Commission 
the Status of Women has considered various aspects 
the material preparations and the organization of 

~ Conference as well as the implications of the Con
·ence for the programme budget, bearing in mind 
note by the Secretary-General, 5 

Recalling further that the Economic and Social Coun
' at its sixty-second session, adopted resolution 2062 
XII) of 12 May 1976, in which it: 
(a) Requested the Commission on the Status of 
Jmen at its twenty-seventh session to give the highest 
ority to the consideration of the preparatory work 
· the World Conference of the United Nations Dec
e for Women, 

• E/CN.6/600. 

(b) Requested the Secretary-General to prepare 
for the consideration of the Commission on the Status 
of Women at its twenty-seventh session a report out
lining a programme of concrete action for the second 
half of the Decade, 

tc) Decided to establish, not later than June 1978, 
a preparatory committee to make recommendations con
cerning the substantive and organizational arrangements 
for the Conference, 

(d) Invited the regional commissions to consider 
ways and means of contributing effectively to the Con
ference, 

Noting that preliminary exchanges of views on the 
preparatory work for the Conference have also taken 
place in the Administrative Committee on Co-ordina
tion at the two special interagency meetings held in 
September 1976 and July 1977, which were brought 
to the attention of the Commission on the Status of 
Women at its twenty-sixth session and will be brought 
to its attention at its twenty-seventh session, 

1. Accepts the offer of the Government of Iran 
to act as host to the World Conference of the United 
Nations Decade for Women; 

2. Notes that the Conference will in principle be 
held at Teheran in May 1980 and will cover a period 
of two weeks; 

3. Decides that the first session of the Preparatory 
Committee for the World Conference of the United 
Nations Decade for Women, to be convened pursuant 
to Economic and Social Council resolution 2062 (LXII), 
shall be held at the Headquarters of the United Na~ions 
in June 1978; 

4. Also notes the efforts made thus far by the 
Secretary-General and the Commission on the Status 
of Women with a view to undertaking the preparatory 
work for the Conference; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session, through 
the Economic and Social Council, on the work of the 
Preparatory Committee during its first session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VI 

Voluntary Fund for the United Nat ions 
Decade for Women 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its decision to extend the activities of the 
Voluntary Fund for the International Women's Year, 
established by the Economic and Social Council in its 
resolution 1850 (LVI) of 16 May 1974, to cover the 
period of the United Nations Decade for Women 1976 
to 1985,6 

Recalling also its resolution 31 I 133 of 16 Decem
ber 197 6 containing the criteria and arrangements for 
the management of the Voluntary Fund for the United 
Nations Decade for Women, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on the management of the Fund submitted to it at its 
thirty-second session (A/32/174), 

1. Notes with satisfaction the decisions taken by 
the Consultative Committee on the Voluntary Fund 
for the United Nations Decade for Women at its two 
sessions, held in March and June 1977 (ibid; sect. II); 

6 See Official Records of the General Assemblv, Thirtieth 
Session, Supplement No. 34, p. 100, items 75 and 76. 
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2. Expresses the hope that the projects which the 
Consultative Committee has already approved will be 
implemented as soon as possible; 

3. Urges the specialized agencies and other United 
Nations bodies concerned, including the United Nations 
Development Programme, to assist the regional com
missions in formulating projects drawn up in connexion 
with the United Nations Decade for Women, with a 
view to submitting them to the Consultative Committee; 

4. Also urges the specialized agencies and other 
United Nations bodies concerned, including the United 
Nations Development Programme, to co-operate closely 
with the Consultative Committee with a view to devel
oping programmes which will contribute to the advance
ment of women; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to 
report annually on the management of the Fund and: 

(a) To include in such report a summary of the 
projects selected by the Consultative Committee for 
financing by the Fund; 

(b) To submit periodically to the General Assem
bly progress reports on the execution of such projects. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VII 

Women's participation in the strengthening of interna
tional peace and security and in the struggle against 
colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, aggression, 
occupation and all forms of foreign domination 
The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 3519 (XXX), 3520 (XXX) 

and 3521 (XXX) of 15 December 1975 and 31/136 
of 16 December 1976, 

Taking into account that secure peace and social 
progress, the establishment of the new international eco
nomic order as well as the full enjoyment of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms require the active 
participation of women, their equality and development, 

Appreciating the contribution of women to the 
strengthening of international peace and security and 
to the struggle against colonialism, racism, racial dis
crimination, aggression, occupation and all forms of 
foreign domination, 

Emphasizing its grave concern that in some regions 
of the world colonialism, apartheid, racial discrimina
tion and aggression continue to exist and territories are 
still occupied, which represents a most serious infrine:e
ment of the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations and of human rights of both women and men, 
and of the people's right to self-determination, 

Reaffirming the objectives of the United Natior 
Decade for Women, the Declaration of Mexico on th 
Equality of Women and Their Contribution to Develor 
ment and Peace, 197 5, 7 and the World Plan of Actio 
for the Implementation of the Objectives of the Intel 
national Women's Year,4 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Genen 
on the implementation of General Assembly resolutio 
3519 (XXX) (A/32/211); 

2. Calls upon all States to continue to make the 
contribution to creating favourable conditions for tt 
elimination of discrimination against women and f< 
their full and equal participation in the social develot 
ment process and to encourage broad participation < 
women in the effort to strengthen international peac, 
extend the process of international detente, curb tt 
arms race and take measures for disarmament; 

3. Seizes the occasion of the International Ant 
Apartheid Year to be observed in 1978 to invite a 
States fully to support women exposed to colonialis11 
racism and apartheid in their just struggle against tl 
racist regimes in southern Africa; 

4. Invites all States to proclaim, in accordance wil 
their historical and national traditions and customs, ar 
day of the year as United Nations Day for Women 
Rights and International Peace and to inform tl 
Secretary-General thereon; 

5. Requests the Commission on the Status ' 
Women to consider, as a contribution to the preparatic 
of the World Conference of the United Nations Deca< 
for Women, to be held in 1980, the elaboration of 
draft declaration on the participation of women in tl 
struggle for the strengthening of international pea< 
and security and against colonialism, racism, racial di 
crimination, aggression, occupation and all forms of fo 
eign domination and to report therein to the Econom 
and Social Council at its sixty-fourth session; 

6. Invites the Secretary-General to submit to tl 
General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session a progre 
report on the implementation of 'resolution 3519 (XX:)c 

7. Decides to include in the provisional aeenda 
its thirty-fourth session, under the item "United Natio 
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace 
a subitem entitled "Implementation of General Asset 
bly resolution 3519 (XXX): report of the Secretar 
General". 

7 Report of the World Conference of the Internationnl Wo. 
en's Year (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.1V.l 
chap. I. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 1 05th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted draft resolutions I to VII submitted by the Third Committee in its report 
(A/32/440, para. 26). Draft resolutions I to VI were adopted without a vote; 
draft resolution VII was adopted by a recorded vote of 71 to 19, with 46 absten
tions. For the final texts, see resolutions 32/136 to 32/142.8 

8 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement No. 45. 
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NoTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 85 
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Document No. 

A/3213 

A/321174 

A/321175 

A/321211 

A/321216 and Corr.l 
and Add.1 and 2 

A/321218 and Add.1 
and 2 

A/321269 

A/C.3/321L.52 

A/C.3/32/L.53 

A/C.3/321L.54 

AIC.3/321L.55 

A/C.3/32/L.55/Rev .1 

A/C.3/32/L.56 

A/C.3/321L.57 

A/C.3/321L.59 

A/C.3/32/L.66 

PRINTED IN US A 

Title or description 

Report of the Economic and Social Council on the work of its organi
zational session for 1977, of its third special session and of its sixty
second and sixty-third sessions 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Report of the Working Group of the Third Committee on the Drafting 
of the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women 

Draft resolution 

Observations and references 

Official Records of the Gen
eral Assembly, Thirty-sec
ond Session, Supplement 
No.3 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/321440, paras. 7, 8 
and 26, draft resolution I 

Idem, paras. 11 and 26, draft 
resolution II 

Idem, paras. 13 and 26, draft 
resolution III 

Replaced by A/C.3/32/L.55/ 
Rev.1 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/321440, paras. 15 
and 26, draft resolution IV 

Idem, paras. 18 and 26, draft 
resolution V 

Idem, paras. 21 and 26, draft 
resolution VI 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/321440, paras. 23, 24 
and 26, draft resolution VII 
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DOCUMENT Al32144l 

Report of the Third Committee 
[Original: English] 

[ 15 December 1977] 

1. The item entitled "Elimination of all forms of 
religious intolerance" was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-second session of the General 
Assembly in accordance with its resolution 31 I 138 
of 16 December 1976. 

2. At its 5tn plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in its agenda and to allocate it to the Third Com
mittee. 

3. The Committee considered the item at its 76th 
meeting, on 9 December 1977. The views expressed 
by the representatives of Member States on the item 
are contained in the summary records of that meeting. 

4. For the consideration of the item, the Com
mittee had before it the following documents: 

(a) A note by the Secretary-General containing 
background information on the item (AI321 120); 

(b) A letter dated 6 July 1977 from the Charge 
d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of the Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya to the United Nations addressed to 
the Secretary-General (A1321 133); 

(c) A letter dated 23 September 1977 from the 
representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the 
Secret;uy-General (AI321235). 

5. At the 76th meeting, the representative of the 
Netherlands introduced a draft resolution (AIC.31321 
L.64), sponsored by Austria, Canada, Denmark, 
France, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Neth
erlands, Norway, Senegal, Sweden and the United 
States of America, later joined by Ireland, which read 
as follows: 

[Same text as the draft resolution contained in para
graph 8 below, with the exception of the fourth and 
fifth preambular paragraphs, which read as follows: 

l 

"Recalling also its resolution 31 I 13 8 of 16 De
cember 1976 to consider, at its thirty-second ses
sion, the question of the elimination of all forms 
of religious intolerance, 

"Noting that the Commission on Human Rights 
has been so far unable to present the text of such 
a Declaration, despite the fact that the General 
Assembly had previously requested that it speed 
up its work on the elaboration of a single draft 
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Re
ligion or Belief,".] 
6. At the same meeting, the representative of the 

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic orally proposed 
two amendments to the draft resolution as follows: 

(a) To delete, at the end of the fourth preambular 
paragraph, everything after "1976"; 

(b) To delete, at the end of the fifth preambular 
paragraph, everything after "Declaration". 
The sponsors of the draft resolution agreed to the 
amendments, and revised the text accordingly. 

7. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution, as revised, without a vote (see 
para. 8 below). 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

8. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RELIGIOUS 

INTOLERANCE 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 1781 (XVII) of 7 De

cember 1962 and 3069 (XXVIII) of 30 November 
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1973, as well as its resolution 3267 (XXIX) of 10 De
cember 1974, in which it requested the Commission 
on Human Rights to submit to the General Assembly, 
through the Economic and Social Council, a single 
draft Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion 
or Belief, 

Noting the actions of the Working Group estab
lished by the Commission on Human Rights at its 
thirtieth, thirty-first, thirty-second and thirty-third ses
sions with a view to elaborating a draft Declaration 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and 
of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, 

Noting also Commission on Human Rights resolu
tion 11 (XXXIII) of 11 March 1977,1 by which the 
Commission established an open-ended working group 

1 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Sixty-second Session, Supplement No. 6, chap. XXI, sect. A. 

which would meet three times a week during its thirty
fourth session, beginning in the first week of the ses
sion, and requested the Secretary-General to provide 
the necessary facilities for the work of the group, 

Recalling also its resolution 31/138 of 16 Decem
ber 1976, 

Noting that the Commission on Human Rights has 
been so far unable to present the text of such a Dec
laration, 

1. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to 
give this matter the priority necessary to finalize the 
draft Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Reli
gion or Belief; 

2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda 
of its thirty-third session the item entitled "Elimina
tion of all forms of religious intolerance". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/321120 

A/321133 

A/321235 

A/C.3/32/L.64 

Printed in U.S.A. 

At its 105th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee in its report 
(A/32/441, para. 8). For the final text, see resolution 32/143.2 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NoTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 86 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or descriptzon Observations and re/erences 

Note by the Secretary-General Mimeographed 

Letter dated 6 July 1977 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. of the Perma- Ditto 
nent Mission of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the United Nations 
addressed to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 23 September 1977 from the representative of the Libyan Ditto 
Arab Jamahiriya to the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/32/441, para. 5 
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DOCUMENT A/32/352 

Report of the Third Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly decided to allocate to 
the Third Committee agenda item 87 entitled "Of
fice of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees: (a) Report of the High Commissioner; 
(b) Question of the continuation of the Office of the 
High Commissioner".1 

2. The Third Committee considered the item at 
its 45th to 49th meetings, from 14 to 16 November 
1977. The summary records of those meetings contain 
the views expressed by the representatives of Mem
ber States on the item. 

3. The Committee had before it the report of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees {A/ 
32/12 and Corr.l ), which was supplemented by his 
oral statement at the Committee's 45th meeting. The 
Committee also had before it an addendum contain
ing the report of the Executive Committee of the 
High Commissioner's Programme on its twenty-eighth 
session (A/32/12! Add.1). 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.26 

4. At the 46th meeting, on 14 November, the 
representative of Norway introduced a draft resolu-

1 A.t its 93rd plenary meeting, on 6 Decembec 1977, the 
General Assembly decided to add subitem (c) entitled "Election 
of the High CommissioneT", to the list of items to be considered 
directly in plen.a·ry meetings. 

1 

[Original: English] 
[22 November 1977] 

tion {A/C.3/32/L.26), entitled "Report of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees", sponsored 
by Angola, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, 
Botswana, Canada, Colombia, the Congo, Costa Rica, 
Cyprus, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, France, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, Ghana, Greece, 
Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, Iceland, India, Iran, Italy, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Nepal, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the Niger, Ni
geria, Norway, Senegal, the Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, 
Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, the United Republic of 
Cameroon, the United Republic of Tanzania, the 
United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugo
slavia, Zaire and Zambia. [For the text, see para. 14 
below, draft resolution /.] 

5. At its 49th meeting, on 16 November, the Com
mittee adopted the draft resolution by consensus. 

Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.27 

6. At the 46th meeting, the representative of Nor
way introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/32/L.27) 
entitled "Question of the continuation of the Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu
gees", sponsored by Angola, Australia, Austria, Bang
ladesh, Belgium, Botswana, Canada, the Central Afri
can Empire, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Denmark, 
Ecuador, Finland, France, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, 
Iceland, Iran, Italy, Japan, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, 
Malaysia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, the Nether
lands, New Zealand, the Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pa-
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kistan, Senegal, the Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Thai
land, Togo. Tunisia. the United Republic of Tanzania, 
the United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia. [For the text, see 
para. 14 below, draft resolution II.] 

7. At its 49th meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by consensus. 

Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.29 

8. At the 47th meeting, on 15 November, the rep
resentative of Pakistan introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.3 /32/L.29), entitled "Expression of apprecia
tion to the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees", sponsored by Australia, Austria, Bangla
desh, Belgium, Canada, the Central African Empire, 
Colombia, the Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Den
mark, Fiji, Finland, France, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, 
Iceland, India, Iran, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, the 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mo
rocco, Mozambique, New Zealand, the Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, the Philippines, Portugal, 
Qatar, Senegal, Somalia, Spain, the Sudan, Swaziland, 
Sweden, the Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Tunisia, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the 
United Republic of Tanzania, the United States of 
America, the Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugo
slavia, Zaire and Zambia. [For the text, see para. 14 
below, draft resolution III.] 

9. At its 49th meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by acclamation. 

Draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.30 

10. At the 47th meeting, the representative of 
Denmark introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/32/ 
L.30), entitled "Assistance to refugees in southern 
Africa", sponsored by Angola, Austria, Bangladesh, 
Belgium, Botswana, Canada, the Central African Em
pire, Colombia, the Congo, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Den
mark, Egypt, Finland, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Iceland, 
India, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Lesotho, Luxembourg, Ma
lawi, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, the 
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, the Philippines, Somalia, the 
Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Togo, Trinidad and To
bago, the United Republic of Cameroon, the United 
Republic of Tanzania, the Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia and Zambia. [For the text, see 
para. 14 below, draft resolution IV.] 

11. At its 49th meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution by consensus. 

12. In the course of the debate, a number of 
speakers referred to the question of a draft Conven
tion on Territorial Asylum. The Chair noted that, in 
accordance with General Assembly resolution 3456 
(XXX) of 9 December 1975, a Conference of Pleni
potentiaries was held at Geneva from 10 January to 
4 February 1977. The Conference was not able to 
carry out fully its mandate within the allocated time 
and recommended that consideration be given by the 
Assembly to the question of convening, at an appro
priate time, a further session of the Conference. 

13. The statements made in the Committee indi
cated that, while there was a need to reconvene the 
Conference, it was equally clear that careful and de
tailed preparation was required. On the basis of in-

formation provided by the High Commissioner that 
consultations with Governments were continuing in 
that regard, the Chairman proposed that the High 
Commissioner keep the Secretary-General informed of 
progress made in those consultations so that, at its 
next session. the General Assembly might have more 
information available to it to decide on the appro
priate time to reconvene the Conference. Since no 
proposal for a formal decision or resolution was be
fore the Committee, the Chairman proposed (49th 
meeting) that her statement summing up the situation 
be appropriately reflected in the report of the Third 
Committee. As there was no objection, it was so de
cided. 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

14. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso· 
lutions: 

Draft resolution I 

REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the United Natiom 
High Commissioner for Refugees on the activities ol 
his Office (A/32/12 and Corr.l and Add.1) and hav
ing heard his statement,2 

Recalling its resolution 31/35 of 30 November 197~ 
and taking into account the additional responsibilitie! 
assumed by the High Commissioner in different part! 
of the world for the benefit of an increasing numbe1 
of refugees and displaced persons, 

Recognizing the eminently humanitarian character ol 
the various activities of the High Commissioner anc 
the importance of permanent solutions being promotec 
by his Office, including voluntary repatriation, loca 
integration or resettlement in other countries, 

Concerned by infringements of the basic human right~ 
of refugees and the urgent need on the part of Govern· 
ments to ensure their effective and continued protec· 
tion, 

Recognizing the need for further accessions to anc 
effective implementation by Governments of the rele· 
vant international instruments, including in particula: 
the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refu 
gees, 3 and the 1967 Protocol relating to the Status o 
Refugees,4 

Commending the increasing number of Government: 
contributing to the High Commissioner's programme 
and emphasizing the need for a wider sharing of th1 
financial burden to provide the vital humanitarian as 
sistance required by refugees and displaced persons, 

1. Expresses its deep satisfaction at the efficien 
manner in which the United Nations High Commis 
sioncr for Refugees and his staff continue to accom 
plish their humanitarian tasks; 

2. Requests the High Commissioner to continw 
to provide humanitarian assistance to refugees anc 

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-secon, 
Session, Third Committee, 45th meeting, paras. 1-9; and ibid 
Third Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum. 

3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545, p. 13i 
4Jbid., vol. 606, No. 8791, p. 267. 
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displaced persons of concern to his Office, including 
those in urgent need of help in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America; 

3. Further requests United Nations agencies and 
programmes to render the fullest possible support to 
the High Commissioner's humanitarian tasks; 

4. Urges Governments to extend the necessary co
operation to the High Commissioner in promoting per
manent and speedy solutions to the problems facing 
his Office through voluntary repatriation and assistance 
in rehabilitation of returnees, integration in countries 
of asylum or resettlement in other countries as needed; 

5. Further urges Governments to facilitate the ef
forts of the High Commissioner in the field of inter
national protection, inter tJlia, 

(a) By considering accession to the relevant inter
national and regional instruments established for the 
benefit of refugees; 

(b) By elaborating appropriate procedures at the 
national level for the effective implementation of the 
provisions of these instruments; 

(c) By following humanitarian principles with re
spect to the granting of asylum and ensuring that these 
are scrupulously observed, including the principle of 
non-refoulement of refugees; 

6. Calls upon Governments to contribute generously 
towards the financing of the High Commissioner's hu
manitarian activities in view of the universal character 
of the problems facing his Office and the need for a 
wider financial support of the programmes being under
taken by him. 

Draft resolution II 

CONTINUATION OF THE OFFICE OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2957 (XXVII) of 12 De
cember 1972, in which it decided to review, not later 
than at its thirty-second session, the arrangements for 
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees with a view to determining whether the Office 
should be continued beyond 31 December 1978, 

Recognizing the need for concerted international 
action on behalf of the increasing numbers of refugees 
and displaced persons of concern to the High Com
missioner, 

Considering the outstanding work which has been 
performed by the Office of the High Commissioner in 
providing international protection and material assist
ance to refugees and displaced persons as well as in 
promoting permanent solutions to their problems, 

Noting with deep appreciation the effective manner 
in which the Office of the High Commissioner has been 
dealing with various essential humanitarian tasks en
trusted to it, 

1. Decides to continue the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for a further 
period of five years from 1 January 1979; 

2. Decides to review, not later than at its thirty
seventh session, the arrangements for the Office of the 
High Commissioner with a view to determining whether 

the Office should be continued beyond 31 Decem
ber 1983. 

Draft resolution I II 

EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 

The General Assembly, 

Noting with deev regret that the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees will shortly be relinquishing 
his duties, 

Recognizing the progress achieved under his guidance 
in promoting humanitarian solutions to the problems 
of refugees and displaced persons in various parts of 
the world, 

Considering his unrelenting efforts to alleviate hu
man suffering through the special humanitarian tasks 
entrusted to him in addition to the original functions 
of his Office, 

1. Expresses its sincere avpreciation and thanks to 
Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan for the effective and dedi
cated manner in which he has performed his functions 
as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu
gees; 

2. Extends its good wishes to him for success in 
his future undertakings. 

Draft resolution IV 

ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

The General Assembly, 
Noting the information provided by the United Na

tions High Commissioner for Refugees on the assist
ance activities of his Office on behalf of refugees in 
southern Africa (A/32/12 and Corr.l, chap. III), 

Noting with deep concern the increasing number of 
refugees from Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe 
and recognizing the burden thus imposed upon the 
receiving countries, 

Noting the continuing efforts of the High Commis
sioner to extend adequate assistance to these refugees, 
particularly in neighbouring African States, 

Recognizing the close co-operation existing between 
the Organization of African Unity and the High Com
missioner, 

1. Commends the programmes of assistance already 
being implemented by the United Nations High Com
missioner for Refugees and requests him further to 
strengthen measures for the benefit of refugees in 
southern Africa; 

2. Urges Governments to contribute generously to
wards the programmes of the High Commissioner and 
to provide him with the necessary facilities required 
to assist the refugees in southern Africa, inter alia by 
providing opportunities for local settlement, education 
and vocational training; 

3. Requests United Nations agencies and pro
grammes, non-governmental organizations and volun
tary agencies to extend maximum support to the High 
Commissioner in his efforts; 

4. Requests the High Commissioner to continue his 
co-operation with the Organization of African Unity 
and to keep it currently informed of these assistance 
activities. 
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A/32/3 

General AIBembly-Thirty-seeond Session-ADDexes 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 98th plenary meeting, on 8 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted draft resolutions I to IV submitted by the Third Committee in its report 
(A/32/352, para. 14). For the final texts, see resolutions 32/67 to 32/70.5 

At the same meeting, the Assembly, on the proposal of the Secretary
General (A/32/401/ Add.l) elected Mr. Poul Hartling United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees for a five-year term beginning on 1 January 1978 
(see decision 32/3145 ). 

5 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/ 442 

Report of the Third Committee 

NEW YORK, 1977 

[Original: English] 
[ 15 December 1977] 

1. This item was included in the provisional agenda 
of the thirty-second session of the General Assembly in 
accordance with its decision 31 I 415 of 16 December 
1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in its agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered the item at its 76th 
meeting, on 9 December 1977. The views expressed 
by the representatives of Member States on the item 
are contained in the summary record of that meeting. 

4. The Committee had before it a note by the Sec
retary-General (A/32/231) containing relevant back
ground information on the item. 

5. At the 76th meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft decision contained in document A/C.3/32/ 
L.71 and Corr.l without a vote (see para. 6 below). 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

6. The Third Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft de
cision: 

The General Assembly, having been unable, for lack 
of time, to consider the item entitled "Freedom of in
formation", decides to include it in the provisional 
agenda of its thirty-third session and to consider it with 
appropriate priority. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/32/61 

At its 1 05th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft decision submitted by the Third Committee in its report 
(A/32/442, para. 6) (see decision 32/4361 ). 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NoTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 88 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or descriptiOn Observations and references 

Letter dated 15 March 1977 from the Deputy Prime Minister and Mimeographed 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egypt to the Secretary-General 

A/321231 

A/C.3/32/L.71 and 
Corr.1 

Note by the Secretary-General Ditto 

Draft decision See A/32/442, paras. 5 and 6 

* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of tile General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Third Committee, 
76th meeting; ibid., Tilird Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum: and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 105th meeting. 

**Since 1972, this question has been on the agenda of the General Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-seventh 
(agenda item 57), twenty-eighth (item 64), twenty-ninth (item 57), thirtieth (item 83) and thirty-first (item 80). 

Printed in U.S.A. 
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Agenda item 89:~ United Nations conference for an international convention on adoption law~~ 

Document No. 
A/32/61 

DOCUMENT A/32/443 

Report of the Third Committee 

[Original: English] 
[15 December 1977] 

1. This item was included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second 
session of the General Assembly in accordance with its decision 31/416 of 
16 December 1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 1977, the General 
Assembly, on the recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include 
the item in its agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered the item at its 76th meeting, on 9 December 
1977. The views expressed by the representatives of Member States on the 
item are contained in the summary record of that meeting. 

4. The Committee had before it a note by the Secretary-General (A/32/ 
131 ) containing relevant background information on the item. 

5. At the 76th meeting, the Committee adopted the draft decision con
tained in document A/C.3/32/L.72 and Corr.1 without a vote (see para. 6 
below). 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

6. The Third Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adop
tion of the following draft decision: 

The General Assembly, having been unable, for lack of time, to consider 
the item entitled "United Nations conference for an international convention 
on adoption law", decides to include it in the provisional agenda of its thirty
third session and to consider it with appropriate priority. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 1 05th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft decision submitted by the Third Committee in its report 
(A/32/443, para. 6) (see decision 32/4371 ). 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NoTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 89 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 
Letter dated 15 March 1977 from the Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egypt to the Secretary-General 

Observation• and rejerence1 
Mimeographed 

A/321131 
A/C.3/32/L.72 and 

Corr.1 

Note by the Secretary-General 
Draft decision 

Ditto 
See A/321443, paras. 5 and 6 

• For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Third Committee, 
76th meeting; ibid., Third Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 105th meeting. 

u This question was previously discussed by the General Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-seventh (agenda 
item 62), twenty-ninth (item 61), thirtieth (item 85) and thirty-first (item 82). 

Printed in U.S.A. 
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THIRTY-SECOND SESSION 

NEW YORK, 1977 

Agenda item 90:• Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted under Article 73 e 
of the Charter of the United Nations:•• 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General; 

(b) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 

CONTENTS 
Docum~nt No. Tit!~ 

A/32/341 Report of the Fourth Committee .................................................... . 

Aetion taken by the General Assembly .................................................................... . 

Cheek list of doeuments ................................................................................. . 

*For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Fourth Committee, 
8th and lOth to 20th meetings; ibid., Fourth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 83rd 
meeting. 

•• Since 1972, this question has been discussed by the General Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-seventh session 
(agenda item 63), twenty-eighth session (item 69), twenty-ninth session (item 64), thirtieth session (item 86) and thirty-first 
session (item 84). 

DOCUMENT A/32/341 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-second session and to allocate to 
the Fourth Committee the item entitled: 

"Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories 
transmitted under Article 73 e of the Charter of the 
United Nations: 

"(a) 
"(b) 

Report of the Secretary-General; 
Report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementa-
tion of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples". 

2. At its 5th meeting, on 7 October 1977, the 
Fourth Committee decided to hold a general debate 
covering agenda items 24, 90, 93, 95 and 12, 96 and 97, 
on the understanding that individual draft resolutions 
on matters covered by those items would be considered 
separately. 

3. The Committee considered item 90 at its 8th 
and 1Oth to 20th meetings, between 26 October and 
9 November 1977. 

4. At the 8th meeting, the Rapporteur of the Spe
cial Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 

1 

[Original: English] 
[16 November 1977] 

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in
troduced chapter XXXII of the report of that Com
mittee (A/32/23/Add.9), relating to the item. 

5. The Fourth Committee also had before it the 
report of the Secretary-General on the item (A/32/ 
253). 

6. In addition, the Committee had before it the 
following communications addressed to the Secretary
General: 

(a) Note verbale dated 20 April 1977 from the 
Permanent Mission of Portugal to the United Nations 
(A/32/73); 

(b) Note verbale dated 11 May 1977 from the 
Permanent Mission of Indonesia to the United Nations 
(A/32/90). 

7. The general debate covering the items referred 
to in paragraph 2 above took place at the 1Oth to 
20th meetings, between 31 October and 9 November. 

8. At the 15th meeting, on 4 November, the Chair
man drew attention to a draft resolution (A/C.4/32/ 
L.2), which was finally sponsored by the following 
Member States: Angola, Brazil, Burundi, Congo, Cuba, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, Ivory 
Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Re
public, Madagascar, Mali, Pakistan, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Syrian Arab Republic, 

Annexes ( 32) 90 
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United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta and Viet 
Nam. 

9. At its 20th meeting, on 9 November, the Com
mittee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/32/L.2 by 
111 votes to none, with 5 abstentions (see para. 10 
below). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bel
gium, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Repub
lic, Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Sal
vador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon, German Demo
cratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, 
Greece, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Hungary, Ice
land, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Ivory 
Coast, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mal
dives, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Nepal, Nether
lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Oman, 
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Philippines, 
Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Samoa, 
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka, Surinam, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrain
ian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: France, Guatemala, Honduras, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
States of America. 

Recommendation of the Fourth Committee 

10. The Fourth Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

INFORMATION FROM NoN-SELF-GOVERNING TERRI
TORIES TRANSMITTED UNDER ARTICLE 73 e OF THE 
CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 1970 (XVIII) of 16 De
cember 1963, in which it requested the Special 

Committee on the Situation with regard to the Im
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples to 
study the information transmitted to the Secretary
General under Article 73 e of the Charter of the 
United Nations and to take such information fully 
into account in examining the situation with regard to 
the implementation of the Declaration, 

Recalling also its resolution 31/29 of 29 Novem
ber 1976, in which it requested the Special Com
mittee to continue to discharge the functions entrusted 
to it under resolution 1970 (XVIII), 

Having examined the chapter of the report of the 
Special Committee dealing with the transmittal of in
formation under Article 73 e of the Charter {A/32/ 
23/ Add.9) and the action taken by the Committee in 
respect of that information, 

Having also examined the report of the Secretary
General on the item {A/32/253), 

Deploring that some Member States having respon
sibilities for the administration of Non-Self-Governing 
Territories have ceased to transmit information under 
Article 73 e of the Charter, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Spe
cial Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples re
lating to the information from Non-Self-Governing 
Territories transmitted under Article 73 e of the Char
ter of the United Nations; 

2. Reaffirms that, in the absence of a decision by 
the General Assembly itself that a Non-Self-Govern
ing Territory has attained a full measure of self-govern
ment in terms of Chapter XI of the Charter, the 
administering Power concerned should continue to 
transmit information under Article 73 e of the Charter 
with respect to that Territory; 

3. Requests the administering Powers concerned 
to transmit, or continue to transmit, to the Secretary
General the information prescribed in Article 73 e 
of the Charter, as well as the fullest possible informa
tion on political and constitutional developments in 
the Territories concerned, within a maximum period 
of six months following the expiration of the adminis
trative year in those Territories; 

4. Requests the Special Committee to continue to 
discharge the functions entrusted to it under General 
Assembly resolution 1970 (XVIII), in accordance 
with established procedures, and to report thereon 
to the Assembly at its thirty-third session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 83rd plenary meeting, on 28 November 1977, the General Assembly, 
by 138 votes to none, with 4 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted 
by the Fourth Committee in its report {A/32/341, para. 10). For the final 
text, !'ee resolution 32/33.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 



Docum~nt No. 

A/32/23/ Add.9 

A/32173 

A/32190 

A/32/253 

A/C.4/32/L.2 

Printed in U.S.A. 
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CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents pertaining to agenda item 90 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Tltl~ or d~scrlptlon 

Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples (chap. XXXII) 

Note verbale dated 20 April 1977 from the Mission of Portugal to 
the Secretary-General 

Note verbale dated II May 1977 from the Mission of Indonesia to the 
Secretary-General 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Ob•~rvatlon• and rt!/~r~nc~s 

Mimeographed. For the printed 
text, see Of!icial Records 
of the General Assembly, 
Thirty-second Session, Sup
plement No. 23 (A/32/23/ 
Rev.l), chap. XXXII 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

For the sponsors and the 
text, see A/32/341, paras. 
8 and 10 
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Agenda item 91 :"" Question of Namibia:"""" 

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

(b) Report of the United Nations Council for Namibia; 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General; 

(d) Appointment of the United Nations Commissioner for Namibia 

Document No. 

A/32/L.4 and Add.l-3 

A/32/L.5 and Add.l-3 

A/32/L.6 and Add.l-3 

A/32/L.? and Add.l-3 

A/32/L.S and Add.l-3 

A/32/L.9/Rev.l and 
Add.l and 2 

CONTENTS 

Tille 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Colombia, 
Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritius, Mo
rocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Sao 
Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and 
Zambia: draft resolution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 

Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Cuba, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, Ghana, Guinea, Gumea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia. 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritius, Morocco, 
Mozambique, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Romania, Rwanda. Sao 
Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia. Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and 
Zambia: draft resolution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Colombia, 
Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya. Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozam
bique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic 
of Tanzania, Upper Volta. Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft 
resolution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, Chad, Congo, Cuba. Czechoslovakia, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, India, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Mongolia, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan. Poland, Romania, Rwanda, Sao 
Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Synan Arab 
Republic, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, Umted Republic of 
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution ....... . 

Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh. Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Cuba, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, Ghana. Guinea. Guinea-Bissau. 
Guyana, Haiti, India, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, New Zealand, Niger, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuni5ia, 
Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta. Viet 
Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution . . . . . . . . . 

Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Colombia. Congo, Cuba, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-BI5sau, Guyana, 
Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali. Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozam
bique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Romania, Rwanda. Sao Tome and 
Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic. Togo. 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic ·of Cameroon. United Republi<.: of 
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: revised draft 
resolution ............................ · · · · · · . · · . · · · · · · · · · 

Page 
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10 
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Document No. Title Page 

A/32/L.IO and Add.l-3 Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, 
Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, India, 
Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, 
Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution . . . . . . . . 11 

A/32/L.ll and Add.l-3 Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, 
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, India, Indo
nesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Maldives, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, 
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of 
C:>meroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Action taken by the General Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Check list of documents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Fifth Committee, 
34th and 35th meetings; ib1d., Fifth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corngendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 35th-42nd, 
45th, 46th and 57th meetings. 

**Since 1972, this question has been discussed by the General Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-seventh ses
sion (agenda item 64), twenty-eighth session (item 70), twenty-ninth session (item 65), thirtieth session (item 87) and thirty
first session (item 85). 

DOCUMENT A/32/L.4 AND ADD.l-3"' 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Cuba, 
Djibouti, E~rypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, 
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

Implementation of the Nationhood Programme 
for Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2145 (XXI) of 27 Octo
ber 1966, by which it decided to assume direct respon
sibility for Namibia, as well as resolution 2248 (S-V) 
of 19 May 1967, by which it established the United 
Nations Council for Namibia to administer the Ter
ritory until its independence, 

Recalling further its resolution 31/153 of 20 De
cember 1976 by which it decided to establish a com
prehensive assistance programme within the United Na
tions system, covering both the period of struggle for 
independence and the initial years of independence of 
Namibia, 

* Documents AI 32/L.4/ Add.l-3 were issued to add the 
following countries to the list of sponsors of the draft resolu
tion: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, 
Chad, the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Haiti, the Ivory Const, Jordan, Kenya, Liberia, the 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nepal, the JSiger, Nigeria, Pakistan. Romania. 
Senegal, Somalia, the Sudan, Togo, the United Republic of 
Cameroon and Yemen in document A/32/L.4/Add.l of 28 
October 1977; Colombia. Finland. Iraq, Malaysia, the Philip
pines, Trinidad and Tobago, the United Republic of Tanzama 
and the Upper Volta in document AI321L.4/Add.2 of 3 
November ! 977; and Lesotho, Maldives. Rwanda and Sao 
Tome and Principe in document A/32/ L.4/ Add.3 of 4 No
vember 1977. 

[Original: English] 
[24 October 1977] 

A ware of the decisive stage achieved in the struggle 
of the Namibians for self-determination, freedom and 
independence under the leadership of the South West 
Africa People's Organization, 

Recognizing that, by assuming direct responsibility 
for Namibia, the United Nations and its Member 
States have also assumed the responsibility for assist
ing the people of Namibia morally and materially, 

Recalling its resolution 2679 (XXV) of 9 Decem
ber 1970, by which it decided to establish the United 
Nations Fund for Namibia, as well as subsequent reso
lutions relating to the Fund, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia (A/32/24), 

Commending the steps taken by various specialized 
agencies and other organizations and bodies within the 
United Nations system to provide assistance to Na
mibia, 

Reaffirming its determination to fulfil its responsi
bility towards the people and the Territory of Namibia, 

1. Appr:oves the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia; 

2. Calls upon the United Nations Council for Na
mibia, as the legal Administering Authority of the 
Territory, to continue and intensify, in consultation 
with the South West Africa People's Organization, the 
direction and co-ordination of the Nationhood Pro
gramme for Namibia; 
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3. Expresses its appreciation of the efforts of those 
specialized agencies and other bodies within the United 
Nations system which have contributed to the plan
ning of the Nationhood Programme for Namibia; 

4. Calls upon the specialized agencies and other 
United Nations bodies to elaborate further their plans 
for assistance to the Namibian people in order to en
able the United Nations Council for Namibia to con
solidate all assistance measures in a comprehensive 
and sustained plan of action, and in particular requests: 

(a) The World Health Organization to assist the 
United Nations Council for Namibia regarding con
tingency medical plans for Namibia; 

(b) The International Labour Organisation, in 
consultation with the United Nations Council for Na
mibia and the South West Africa People's Organiza
tion, to prepare a programme for the training of 
Namibians; 

(c) The Inter-Governmental Maritime Consulta
tive Organization to assist the United Nations Council 
for Namibia in enacting a decree on navigation in 
Namibian waters which would further the cause of the 
liberation struggle of the Namibian people led by the 
South West Africa People's Organization and to pre
pare training programmes in maritime skills for the 
benefit of suitable Namibian candidates; 

(d) The Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations to assist the United Nations Council 
for Namibia in the preparation of legislation on the 
protection of Namibia's fishery resources; 

(e) The International Atomic Energy Agency to 
take urgent measures to ensure that South Africa does 
not in ::my way represent Namibia in the Agency and to 
assist the United Nations Council for Namibia in the 
hearings, in 197 8, on the question of the exploitation 
and commercialization of Namibian uranium; 

(f) The United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization to co-operate with the United Nations 
Council for Namibia in the preparation of an industrial 
development assistance programme for Namibia; 

(g) The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization to intensify its assistance 
to the United Nations Council for Namibia in the 
preparation and implementation of the Nationhood 
Programme for Namibia; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the 
necessary assistance to the United Nations Council for 
Namibia for the effective planning and implementation 
of the Nationhood Programme for Namibia; 

6. Requests the United Nations Council for Na
mibia to report to the General Assembly at its thirty
third session on the implementation of the present 
resolution. 

DOCUMENT A/32/L.5 AND ADD.l-3~ 

Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Elzypt, 
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, India, Indo
nesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mada~ascar, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, To~;o, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and 
Zambia: draft resolution 

United Nations Fund for Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2145 (XXI) of 27 October 
1966, by which the United Nations decided to ter
minate the Mandate of South Africa over Namibia 
and assume direct responsibility for the Territory until 
its independence, and its resolution 2248 (S-V) of 
19 May 1967, by which it established the United Na
tions Council for Namibia, 

Recalling further its resolution 3112 (XXVIII) of 
12 December 1973, by which it appointed the United 

*Documents A/32/L.5/ Add.l-3 were issued to add the 
following countries to the list of sponsors of the draft resolu
tion: Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, the Congo, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, the 
Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jama
hiriya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, the 
Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Senegal, Somalia, the Sudan, 
Togo, the United Republic of Cameroon and Yemen in docu
ment A/32/L.S/ Add.l of 28 October 1977; Colombia, Finland, 
Iraq, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Trinidad and 
Tobago, the United Republic of Tanzania and the Upper Volta 
in document A/32/L.5/ Add.2 of 3 November 1977; and 
Lesotho, Maldives, Rwanda and Sao Tome and Principe in 
document A/32/L.5/ Add.3 of 4 November 1977. 

[Original: English] 
[24 October 1977] 

Nations Council for Namibia trustee of the United 
Nations Fund for Namibia, 

Reaffirming its determination to continue to dis
charge its responsibility with regard to the Territory 
in accordance with resolution 2248 (S-V) and subse
quent resolutions of the General Assembly and the 
Security Council, 

Mindful that, by assuming direct responsibility for 
Namibia, the United Nations accepted a solemn obliga
tion to grant all possible support to the Namibian peo
ple in their struggle for self-determination, freedlm 
and national independence in a united Namibia, 

Convinced of the need to grant all possible material 
assistance to Namibians and their dependants who are 
victims of South Africa's repressive and discriminatory 
policies, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia on the United Nations Fund for 
Namibia (A/32/24, annex XIII), 

1. Takes note of the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia on the United Nations Fund for 
Namibia and approves the conclusions and recommen
dations contained therein (ibid., paras. 46-55); 
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2. Expresses its appreciation to all States, the spe
cialized agencies and other organizations within the 
United Nations system, governmental and non-govern
mental organizations and individuals that have made 
voluntary contributions to the United Nations Fund 
for Namibia; 

3. Decides that the utilization of resources of the 
United Nations Fund for Namibia should be considered 
also in the context of the implementation of the Na
tionhood Programme for Namibia; 

4. Decides to allocate as a temporary measure to 
the United Nations Fund for Namibia the sum of 
$US 500,000 from the regular budget of the United 
Nations for 1978; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General and the United 
Nations Council for Namibia to intensify appeals to 
Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations and private individuals for generous 
voluntary contributions to the United Nations Fund 
for Namibia; 

6. Invites Governments to appeal once more to 
their national organizations and institutions for volun
tary contributions to the United Nations Fund for 
Namibia; 

7. Appeals to all States, the specialized agencies 
and other organizations within the United Nations sys
tem, as well as to governmental and non-governmental 
organizations, to make financial contributions to the 
United Nations Institute for Namibia through the 
United Nations Fund for Namibia; 

8. Expresses its appreciation to the specialized 
agencies and other organizations within the United 

Nations system for their assistance to Namibians and 
requests them, in consultation with the United Nations 
Council for Namibia, to give priority to the allocation 
of funds for material assistance to the Namibian peo
ple; 

9. Requests all specialized agencies and other or
ganizations within the United Nations system-in par
ticular the International Labour Organisation, the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul
tural Organization, the World Health Organization, the 
World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the 
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organiza
tion, the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, the United Nations Industrial Develop
ment Organization, the United Nations Development 
Programme, the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees and the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research-to provide such assistance 
as is within their competence, including financial as
sistance, to the United Nations Institute for Namibia 
as well as to provide specialists, lecturers and research
ers in accordance with the needs of the Institute; 

10. Expresses its appreciation of the efforts of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to 
assist Namibian refugees; 

11. Decides that Namibians shall continue to be 
eligible for assistance through the United Nations Edu
cational and Training Programme for Southern Africa 
and the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa; 

12. Requests the United Nations Council for Na
mibia to report to the General Assembly at its thirty
third session on the implementation of the present 
resolution. 

DOCUMENT A/32/L.6 AND ADD.l-3"' 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Cuba, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, India, 
Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, 
Maldives, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philip
pines, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and 
Zambia: draft resolution 

Dissemination of information on Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia (A/32/24) and the relevant 

* Documents A/32/L.6/ Add.l-3 were issued to add the 
following countries to the list of sponsors of the draft resolu
tion: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Benm. Botswana, Burundi, 
Chad, the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Haiti, the Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Liberia, the 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mexico, Mo
rocco, Mozambique, Nepal, the Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Ro
mania, Senegal, Somalia, the Sudan, Togo, the United Republic 
of Cameroon and Yemen in document A/32/L 6/ Add. I of 28 
October 1977; Colombia, Iraq, Malaysia, the Philippines. Trini
dad and Tobago, the United Republic of Tanzania and the 
Upper Volta in document A/32!L.6/ Add.2 of 3 November 
1977; and Maldives, Rwanda and Sao Tome and Principe in 
document A/32/L.6/ Add.3 of 4 November 1977. 

[Original: English] 
[24 October 1977] 

chapters of the report of the Special Committee on 
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/32/23/Rev.1, 
chaps. I, II, VI and VIII), 

Recalling its resolutions 2145 (XXI) of 27 Oc
tober 1966 and 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967, as well 
as subsequent resolutions of the General Assembly 
and the Security Council relating to the question of 
Namibia, 

Stressing the urgent need to arouse world public 
opinion on a continuous basis with a view to assisting 
effectively the people of Namibia to achieve self-deter
mination, freedom and independence in a united Na
mibia and, in particular, to intensify the widespread 
and continuous dissemination of information on the 
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struggle for liberation being waged by the people of 
Namibia, guided by their liberation movement, the 
South West Africa People's Organization, 

Reiterating the importance of publicity as an instru
ment for furthering the mandate given by the General 
Assembly to the United Nations Council for Namibia, 
and mindful of the pressing need for the Office of 
Public Information of the Secretariat to intensify its 
efforts to acquaint world public opinion with all aspects 
of the question of Namibia, 

1. Approves the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia; 

2. Decides that the United Nations map of Na
mibia prepared by the United Nations Council for 
Namibia pursuant to General Assembly resolution 31 I 
150 of 20 December 1976 is the official United Nations 
map of Namibia and supersedes any other map on 
Namibia or "South West Africa" hitherto prepared and 
published by South Africa; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to direct the 
Office of Public Information of the Secretariat to con
tinue to make every effort to generate publicity and 
disseminate information with a view to mobilizing 
public support for the independence of Namibia; 

4. Requests all specialized agencies and other or
ganizations of the United Nations system to intensify 
the dissemination of information on Namibia in con
sultation with the United Nations Council for Namibia; 

5. Requests the United Nations Council for Na
mibia to send a mission to the headquarters of spe
cialized agencies not visited in 1977 to discuss the 
question of dissemination of information and assistance 
to Namibians; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to direct the 
Office of Public Information, in consultation with the 
United Nations Council for Namibia: 

I 

(a) To continue publicity through radio, news
paper, television and other media in major Western 
countries in order to mobilize support in those coun
tries for the genuine national independence of Namibia; 

(b) To contract with qualified individuals to make 
films on the contemporary situation in Namibia, in-

eluding the military build-up of South Africa in that 
Territory; 

7. Requests the speedy completion of the action 
undertaken by the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations in accordance with General Assembly resolu
tion 3399 (XXX) of 26 November 1975, on the ques
tion of a United Nations radio transmitter for Namibia; 

8. Requests the International Telecommunication 
Union to assign to the United Nations Council for 
Namibia, in its capacity as the legal Administering 
Authority for Namibia, an adequate number of fre
quencies to be used for broadcasting inside Namibia; 

9. Authorizes the United Nations Council for Na
mibia, pending the establishment of its own broad
casting service, to assign to the Governments of neigh
bouring African countries, for use inside Namibia, 
frequencies allocated to the Council by the Interna
tional Telecommunication Union; 

1 0. Requests the International Telecommunication 
Union, in consultation with the United Nations Coun
cil for Namibia, to investigate the jamming by South 
Africa of radio broadcasts inside Namibia with a view 
to instituting legal proceedings against South Africa 
before the International Frequency Registration Board; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to direct the 
Office of Public Information of the Secretariat to dis
tribute widely, with particular attention to television 
stations, the new film on Namibia made by the Office 
of Public Information in 1977; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General to assist the 
United Nations Council for Namibia in the dissemina
tion of information related to the activities undertaken 
by the Council; 

13. Requests the Secretary-General to direct the 
Office of Public Information of the Secretariat to pre
pare a programme of publications on military, political, 
economic and social conditions in Namibia, including 
in such publications ample photographic material; 

14. Requests the United Nations Council for Na
mibia to report to the General Assembly at its thirty
third session on the implementation of the present 
resolution. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/L. 7 AND ADD.l-3"' 

Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, Chad, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Djibouti, 
Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Haiti, India, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab Jama
hiriya, Madagascar, MaldiYes, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, 1\longolia, Mozambique, Nepal, Ni~er, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Poland, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

Situation in Namibia resulting from the illegal 
occupation of the Territory by South Africa 

The General Assembly, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia (A/32/24) and the relevant 
chapters of the report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Dec
laration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples ( A/32/23 /Rev.1, chaps. I, II, 
IV, V and VIII), 

Having heard the statement of the President of the 
South West Africa People's Organization (35th ple
nary meeting, paras. 55-83), 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decem
ber 1960 containing the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

Recalling, in particular, its resolutions 2145 (XXI) 
of 27 October 1966 and 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967 
and subsequent resolutions of the General Assembly 
and the Security Council relating to the question of 
Namibia. as well as the advisory opinion of the Inter
national Court of Justice of 21 June 1971,1 delivered 
in response to the request addressed to it by the Council 
in its resolution 284 (1970) of 29 July 1970, 

Taking into consideration the relevant resolutions 
adopted by the Council of Ministers of the Organiza
tion of African Unity at its twenty-ninth ordinary ses
sion, and subsequently endorsed by the Assembly of 
Heads of State and Government of the Organization 
of African Unity at its fourteenth ordinary session, 
held at Libreville from 2 to 5 July 1977, 

Reaffirming that the Territory and people of Namibia 
are the direct responsibility of the United Nations and 
that the Namibian people must be enabled to. attain 
self-determination and independence within a united 
Namibia, 

Strongly condemning South Africa's continued re
fusal to comply with the resolutions and decisions of 

* Documents AI321L.7 I Add.l-3 were issued to add the 
f?llowing countries to the list of sponsors of the draft resolu
tion: Bangladesh, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, Chad, the Congo, 
Czechoslovakia, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea Guinea
Bissdu, Ha1ti. Jordan, Kenya, the Lao People's D~mocratic 
Republic, the Li~yan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mauritius, 
Me~1co, Mongoha. Mozambique, Nepal, the Niger, Nigeria, 
Pak1stan, Poland, Romania, Senegal, Somalia, the Sudan, Togo, 
the United Republic of Cameroon and Yemen in document 
AI321L.7 I Add. I of 28 October 1977; the German Democratic 
Republic, Iraq, the United Republic of Tanzania and the Upper 
Volta in document AI321L.7 I Add.2 of 3 November 1977· and 
Maldives, Rwanda and Sao Tome and Principe in docu'ment 
A/321L.71Add.3 of 4 November 1977. 

1 Legal Consequences for States of the Continued Presence 
of South Africa in Namibia (South West Africa) notwithstanding 
Security Council Resolution 276 (1970). Advisory Opinion, 
l.C.J. Reports I 971, p 16. 

[Original: English] 
[24 October 1977] 

the United Nations, its continued illegal occupation 
of Namibia, its brutal repression of the Namibian 
people and its persistent violation of their human rights, 
as well as its efforts to destroy the national unity and 
territorial integrity of Namibia, 

Strongly condemning, as an act of colonial expan
sion, the decision of South Africa to annex Walvis Bay, 
thereby undermining the territorial integrity of Na
mibia, 

Strongly deploring the policies of those States which, 
despite the relevant decisions of the United Nations 
and the advisory opinion of the International Court 
of Justice of 21 June 1971, continue to maintain 
diplomatic, economic, consular and other relations with 
South Africa, purporting to act on behalf of or con
cerning Namibia, as well as military or strategic col
laboration, all of which has the effect of supporting 
or encouraging South Africa in its defiance of the 
United Nations, 

Strongly condemning the racist regime of South 
Africa for its efforts to develop a nuclear capability 
for military and aggressive purposes, 

Gravely concerned at the militarization of Namibia 
by the illegal occupation regime of South Africa, its 
threats and acts of aggression against independent 
African countries and the forceful removal of Na
mibians from the northern border of the Territory for 
military purposes, 

Recognizing that the situation in Namibia constitutes 
a threat to international peace and security, 

Declaring that the natural resources of Namibia are 
the birthright of the Namibian people and that the ex
ploitation of those resources by foreign economic in
terests under the protection of the repressive racist 
colonial administration, in violation of the Charter of 
the United Nations, of the pertinent resolutions of the 
General Assembly and the Security Council and of 
Decree No. 1 for the Protection of the Natural Re
sources of Namibia enacted by the United Nations 
Council for Namibia on 27 September 1974,2 is illegal 
and contributes to the maintenance of the illegal oc
cupation regime, 

Noting with satisfaction the opposition of the Na
mibian people to South Africa's illegal presence in the 
Territory and to its oppressive racist policies and, in 
particular, the progress of their struggle in all its forms 
for national liberation under the leadership of the South 
West Africa People's Organization, 

Strongly supporting the efforts of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia in the discharge of the responsi-

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth 
Session, Supplement No. 24A (AI96241 Add.!), para. 84. The 
Decree has been issued in final form in Namibia Gazette No. 1. 
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bilities entrusted to it by the relevant resolutions of 
the General Assembly, 

1. Approves the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia; 

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of 
Namibia to self-determination, freedom and national 
independence in a united Namibia, in accordance with 
the Charter of the United Nations and as declared in 
resolutions 1514 (XV) and 2145 (XXI) as well as 
subsequent resolutions of the General Assembly and 
the Security Council relating to Namibia, and the 
legitimacy of their struggle by all means at their dis
posal against the illegal occupation of their Territory 
by South Africa; 

3. Reiterates that the continued illegal occupation 
of Namibia by South Africa constitutes an act of ag
gression against the Namibian people as well as against 
the United Nations as the legal Administering Author
ity of the Territory until independence; 

4. Requests all Member States to co-operate fully 
with the United Nations Council for Namibia, the sole 
legal authority for the Territory until independence, in 
discharging the mandate entrusted to it under the terms 
and provisions of General Assembly resolution 2248 
(S-V) and subsequent resolutions of the Assembly 
and the Security Council; 

5. Reiterates that the illegal occupation of Namibia 
by South Africa and the war of repression waged there, 
as well as the acts of aggression against neighbouring 
independent African States from bases in Namibia, 
constitute a serious threat to international peace and 
security; 

6. Declares that the decision of South Africa to 
annex Walvis Bay is an act of colonial expansion in 
violation of the purposes and principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations and of General Assembly reso
lution 1514 (XV) and that such annexation is illegal, 
null and void; 

7. Declares that Walvis Bay is an integral part of 
Namibia with which it is inextricably linked by geo
graphical, historical, economic, cultural and ethnic 
bonds; 

8. Categorically condemns South Africa for the 
decision to annex Walvis Bay, thereby attempting to 
undermine the territorial integrity and unity of Na
mibia; 

9. Declares that, in order that the people of Na
mibia shall be enabled freely to determine their own 
future, it is imperative that all South African armed 
forces be completely withdrawn so that free elections 
under the supervision and control of the United Nations 
may be held urgently in the whole of Namibia as one 
political entity; 

I 0. Reiterates that the national liberation move
ment of Namibia, the South West Africa People's Or
ganization, is the sole and authentic representative of 
the Namibian people; 

II. Supports the armed struggle of the Namibian 
people, led by the South West Africa People's Organi
zation, to achieve self-determination, freedom and na
tional independence in a united Namibia; 

12. Decides that any independence talks regarding 
Namibia must be between the representatives of the 
South West Africa People's Organization and South 
Africa, under the auspices of the United Nations, for 

the sole purpose of discussing the modalities for the 
transfer of power to the people of Namibia; 

13. Appeals to all Member States to grant all nec
essary support and assistance to the South West Africa 
People's Organization in its struggle to achieve self
determination, freedom and national independence in 
a united Namibia; 

14. Strongly condemns South Africa for its per
sistent refusal to withdraw from Namibia and for its 
manoeuvres to consolidate its illegal occupation of the 
Territory in violation of all pertinent resolutions of the 
General Assembly and the Security Council; 

15. Strongly condemns South Africa for its per
sistent refusal to comply with the pertinent resolutions 
of the Security Council, in particular resolution 385 
(1976) of 30January 1976; 

16. Strongly condemns the illegal South African 
administration for its massive repression of the people 
of Namibia and their liberation movement with the 
intention of establishing, among other things, an at
mosphere of intimidation and terror for the purpose 
of imposing upon the Namibian people a political ar
rangement aimed at subverting the territorial integrity 
and unity of Namibia and perpetuating a ruthless policy 
of racial segregation; 

17. Strongly condemns South Africa for its military 
build-up in Namibia, its recruitment and training of 
Namibians and other agents to carry out its policy of 
military adventurism against Angola, its threats and 
acts of aggression against all independent African 
countries and the forceful removal of Namibians from 
the northern border of the Territory for military pur
poses; 

18. Demands the immediate and unconditional 
withdrawal of all South African military and para
military forces from Namibia; 

19. Condemns the racist regime of South Africa 
for its current preparations, which have brought it, 
with the co-operation of certain Western countries, 
to the threshold of exploding a nuclear device for 
military and aggressive purposes in the Kalahari Desert 
region; 

20. Declares that, in view of South Africa's con
sistent defiance of the United Nations, its illegal oc
cupation of the Territory of Namibia, its persistent pol
icy of aggression against independent African countries, 
its present policy of colonial expansionism and its 
policy of apartheid, any development of nuclear weap
ons by South Africa constitutes a serious threat to 
international peace and security; 

21. Condemns those Western States which have 
assisted South Africa in developing a nuclear weapons 
capability and urges again all Member States, in
dividually and/or collectively, to frustrate the attempts 
by South Africa to develop nuclear weapons; 

22. Strongly condemns the activities of all foreign 
corporations operating in Namibia under the illegal 
administration of South Africa which are exploiting 
illegally the human and natural resources of the Ter
ritory, and demands that transnational corporations 
comply with all pertinent resolutions of the United 
Nations by immediately abstaining from any new in
vestments in Namibia, by withdrawing from the Terri
tory and generally by putting an end to their co-opera
tion with the illegal South African administration in 
Namibia; 
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23. Declares that South Africa is liable to pay 
reparations to Namibia for the damage caused by its 
illegal occupation of Namibia and its acts of aggression 
against the Namibian people since the termination of 
the Mandate of South Africa over Namibia in accord
ance with General Assembly resolution 2145 (XXI); 

24. Demands that South Africa put an end to ex
tending apartheid in Namibia and to its policy of "ban
tustanization" of the Territory, aimed at destroying the 
national unity and territorial integrity of Namibia; 

25. Demands that South Africa release all Na
mibian political prisoners, including all those im
prisoned or detained in connexion with offences un
der the so-called internal security laws, whether such 
Namibians have been charged or tried or are held 
without charge and whether held in Namibia or South 
Africa; 

26. Demands that South Africa accord uncon
ditionally to all Namibians currently in exile for po
litical reasons full facilities for their return to their 
country without risk of arrest, detention, intimidation 
or imprisonment; 

27. Calls upon the international community, es
pecially all Member States, to refrain from according 
any recognition to, or co-operation with, any regime 
which the illegal South African administration may 
impose upon the Namibian people in disregard of the 
provisions of Security Council resolution 385 (1976); 

28. Requests all States to cease and desist from any 
form of direct or indirect military consultation, co
operation or collaboration with South Africa; 

29. Requests all States to take effective measures 
to prevent the recruitment of mercenaries for service 
in Namibia or South Africa; 

30. Requests once again all States to take steps 
to ensure the termination of all arms licensing agree
ments with South Africa and to prohibit the transfer 
to South Africa of all information relating to arms 
and armaments; 

31. Requests all States to cease and prevent forth
with: 

(a) Any supply of arms and ammunition to South 
Africa; 

(b) Any supply of aircraft, vehicles or military 
equipment for the use of the armed forces a~d para
military or police organizations of South Afnca; 

(c) Any supply of spare parts for arms, vehicles 
or military equipment used by the armed forces and 
paramilitary or police organizations of South Africa; 

(d) Any supply of so-called dual-use aircraft, 
vehicles or equipment which could be converted to 
military use by South Africa; 

(e) Any supply of oil and petroleum products or 
any other fuel to South Africa; 

(f) Any activities in their countries which promote 
or are calculated to promote the supply of arms, am
munition, military aircraft or military vehicles to South 
Africa and the supply of equipment or materials for 
the manufacture and maintenance of arms and am
munition in South Africa and Namibia; 

(g) Any co-operation or activities by public or 
private corporations in conjunction with South Africa 
in the development, directly or indirectly, of nuclear 
technology, including the development of a nuclear 
capability by the racist regime in South Africa; 

32. Urges the Security Council to take up again 
the question of Namibia, which is still on its agenda, 
and to consider the application of sanctions against 
South Africa in accordance with Chapter VII of the 
Charter; 

33. Endorses the Maputo Declaration in Support of 
the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia and the Pro
gramme of Action for the Liberation of Zimbabwe and 
Namibia (A/32/109/Rev.1-S/12344/Rev.1, annex V), 
adopted by the International Conference in Support 
of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia, held at 
Maputo from 16 to 21 May 1977, and commends to 
Member States the Programme of Action for their 
consideration and action; 

34. Requests the United Nations Council for Na
mibia to report to the General Assembly at its thirty
third session on the implementation of the present 
resolution. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/L.S AND ADD.l-3"" 

Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Colombia, Con~o, Cuba, Djibouti, El'{ypt, 
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, India, Iraq, 
Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, Mauri
tius, Morocco, Mozambique, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome 
and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

Action by intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations with respect to Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia (A/32/24) and the relevant 
chapters of the report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Dec
laration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples (A/32/23/Rev.1, chaps. I, II, 
VI and VIII), 

Recalling its resolution 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967, 
by which it established the United Nations Council 
for Namibia with the responsibility of administering 
Namibia until independence, 

Recalling further the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 
contained in its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decem
ber 1960, and the programme of action for the full 
implementation of the Declaration, contained in its 
resolution 2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970, as well 
as all other relevant resolutions of the General As
sembly and the Security Council, 

Taking into account the statement of the represen
tative of the South West Africa People's Organization 
(35th plenary meeting, paras. 55-83) and conscious 
of the urgent and pressing need of Namibians outside 
Namibia for concrete assistance from the specialized 
agencies and other institutions within the United Na
tions system, 

Reaffirming the responsibility of the specialized 
agencies and other organizations within the United 

*Documents A/32/L.8/Add.1-3 were issued to add the 
following countries to the Jist of sponsors of the draft resolu
tion: Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, the Congo, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, the 
Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jama
hiriya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, the 
Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Senegal, Somalia, the Sudan, 
Togo, the United Republic of Cameroon and Yemen in docu
ment A/32/L.S/ Add.1 of 28 October 1977; Colombia, Finland, 
Iraq, New Zealand, Trinidad and Tobago, the United Republic 
of Tanzania and the Upper Volta in document A/32/L.S/ Add.2 
of 3 November 1977; and Maldives, Rwanda and Sao Tome 
and Principe in document A/32/L.S/ Add.3 of 4 Novem
ber 1977. 

[Original: English] 
[24 October 1977] 

Nations system to take all effective measures, within 
their respective spheres of competence, to ensure the 
full and speedy implementation of the Declaration and 
other relevant resolutions of the United Nations, par
ticularly in the provision of moral and material as
sistance, on a priority basis, to the peoples of colonial 
Territories and their national liberation movements, 

1. Requests the specialized agencies and other or
ganizations and bodies within the United Nations sys
tem to participate, in co-operation with the United 
Nations Council for Namibia, in the planning and im
plementation of the Nationhood Programme for Na
mibia; 

2. Requests the United Nations Development Pro
gramme to consider the requirements of the Nation
hood Programme for Namibia in the revisions of the 
indicative planning figure for Namibia and requests it 
to continue to co-operate with the United Nations 
Council for Namibia in the elaboration of programmes 
of assistance to Namibians; 

3. Requests all specialized agencies and other or
ganizations and conferences within the United Nations 
system to grant full membership to the United Nations 
Council for Namibia so that it may participate in that 
capacity as the legal Administering Authority for Na
mibia in the work of those agencies, organizations and 
conferences; 

4. Requests the specialized agencies and other or
ganizations within the United Nations system to grant 
a waiver of the assessment of Namibia during the 
period in which Namibia is represented by the United 
Nations Council for Namibia; 

5. Requests all intergovernmental and non-govern
mental organizations, bodies and conferences to ensure 
that the rights and interests of Namibia are protected 
and to invite the United Nations Council for Namibia 
to participate, in its capacity as the legal Administer
ing Authority for Namibia, whenever such rights and 
interests are involved; 

6. Requests the United Nations Council for Na
mibia to report to the General Assembly at its thirty
third session on the implementation of the present 
resolution. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/L.9/REV.l AND ADD. I 'f. AND 2'f.'f. 

Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, 
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senega!, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, VietNam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: revised 
draft resolution 

Programme of work of the United Nations Council for 
Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Namibia, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia (A/32/24) and the relevant 
chapters of the report of the Special Committee on 
the Situation -with regard to the Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/32/23/Rev.1, 
chaps. I, II, IV-VI and VIII), 

Recalling its resolution 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967, 
by which it established the United Nations Council for 
Namibia as the legal Administering Authority of Na
mibia until independence, 

Reaffirming that the Territory and people of Namibia 
are the direct responsibility of the United Nations and 
that the Namibian people must be enabled to attain 
self-determination and independence within a united 
Namibia, 

Reaffirming that, in the discharge of its responsibili
ties entrusted to it by resolution 2248 (S-V) and sub
sequent resolutions of the General Assembly and the 
Security Council relating to Namibia, the United Na
tions Council for Namibia acts as the legal Administer
ing Authority for Namibia until independence, 

Noting with appreciation the efforts of the United 
Nations Council for Namibia to obtain the withdrawal 
of the illegal presence of South Africa from the Terri
tory and to promote the compliance of Member States 
with the resolutions of the General Assembly and the 
Security Council, 

1. Approves the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia, including the recommendations 
contained therein, and decides to make adequate finan
cial provisions for their implementation; 

2. Requests the United Nations Council for Na
mibia, in the implementation of its responsibilities as 
an organ of the United Nations: 

(a) To continue to mobilize international political 
support in order to press for the withdrawal of the ille
gal administration of South Africa from Namibia in 
accordance with United Nations resolutions on Namibia; 

(b) To maintain under continuous review the pol
itical, military, economic and social conditions affecting 

*Document A/32/L.9/Rev.l/Add.l of 3 November 1977 
was issued to add Iraq, Malaysia and Trinidad and Tobago to 
the list of sponsors of the draft resolution. 

**Document A/32/L.9/Rev.l/Add.2 of 4 November 1977 
was issued to add Lesotho, Maldives, Mauritania, Rwanda and 
Sao Tome and Principe to the list of sponsors of the draft 
resolution. 

[Original: English] 
[31 October 1977] 

the struggle of the Namibian people for self-determina
tion, freedom and national independence in a united 
Namibia, and, to that effect, request the Secretary
General to submit to the Council reports in the above
mentioned fields to contribute to the formulation of 
policies and recommendations by the Council in sup
port of Namibian independence; 

(c) To represent Namibia to ensure that the rights 
and interests of Namibia are protected, as appropriate, 
in all intergovernmental and non-governmental organi
zations, bodies and conferences; 

(d) To formulate policies of assistance to Nami
bians and co-ordinate aid for Namibia provided by 
United Nations agencies and other bodies within the 
United Nations system; 

(e) To act as trustee of the United Nations Fund 
for Namibia and in this capacity administer and manage 
the Fund; 

(f) To function as the policy-making organ of the 
United Nations in respect to Namibia; 

3. Requests the United Nations Council for Nami
bia, in the implementation of its responsibilities as the 
legal Administering Authority for Namibia: 

(a) To hold a series of plenary meetings in Africa 
in 1978 at the highest possible level, as and when re
quired for the further proper discharge of its functions, 
and requests the Secretary-General to defray the cost 
of these meetings in Africa and provide the necessary 
staff and services for them; 

(b) To denounce all fraudulent constitutional 
schemes through which South Africa may attempt to 
perpetuate the colonial oppression and exploitation of 
the people and resources of Namibia; 

(c) To endeavour to ensure non-recognition of any 
administration installed in Windhoek not issuing from 
free elections in all of Namibia, under the supervision 
and control of the United Nations, in accordance with 
Security Council resolution 385 (1976) of 30 Jan
uary 1976; 

(d) To protect the territorial integrity of Namibia, 
in particular by carrying out all possible activities de
nouncing the attempts of South Africa to annex Walvis 
Bay; 

(e) To counter the acts of aggression of South 
Africa against the people of Namibia and against the 
United Nations and the legal Administering Authority, 
the United Nations Council for Namibia; 

(f) To consult with the South West Africa People's 
Organization, as appropriate, in the formulation and 
implementation of its programme of work as well as 
in any matter of interest to the Namibian people; 
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(g) To continue to entrust such executive and ad
ministrative duties as it deems necessary to the United 
Nations Commissioner for Namibia, who in the per
formance of his tasks, shall report to the Council; 

4. Decides to increase the financial provisions in 
the budget of the United Nations Council for Namibia 
to finance the Office of the South West Africa People's 
Organization in New York, in order to ensure the due 
and proper representation of the people of Namibia 
through the South West People's Organization at the 
United Nations; 

5. Decides to continue to defray the expenses of 
a representative of the South West Africa People's 
Organization, whenever the United Nations Council for 
Namibia so requires; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to implement 
speedily the measures adopted as a result of the con
sultations proposed in resolution 31 I 14 7 of 20 De
cember 1976 with due regard to the need to include 
an adequate number of staff members from developing 
countries, in particular from Africa. 

DOCUMENT A/32/L.lO AND ADD.l-3"' 

Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, 
Jordan, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, 
Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, lUozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Romania, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, Unite1l 
Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft 
resolution 

Intensification and co-ordination of United Nations 
action in support of Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Namibia, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia ( A/32/24) and the relevant chap
ters of the report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo
nial Countries and Peoples (A/32/23/Rev.1, chaps. I, 
II, IV-VI, and VIII), 

Recalling its resolutions 2145 (XXI) of 27 Octo
ber 1966 and 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967, as well 
as subsequent resolutions of the General Assembly 
relating to Namibia, 

Affirming that the natural resources of Namibia are 
the birthright of the Namibian people and that the 
depletion of those resources by foreign economic in
terests under the protection of the repressive illegal ad
ministration of South Africa is in violation of the prin
ciples of the Charter of the United Nations and of the 
relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the 
Security Council, 

Strongly deploring the policies of those States which, 
despite the relevant decisions of the United Nations and 
the advisory opinion of the International Court of Jus-

*Documents A/32/L.IO/Add.l-3 were issued to add the 
following countries to the list of sponsors of the draft resolu
tion: Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi. Chad, the Congo, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, the 
Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jama
hiriya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco. Mozambique, 
Nepal, the Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Senegal, Somalia. 
the Sudan, Togo, the United Republic of Cameroon and Yemen 
in document A/32/L.IO/Add.I of 28 October 1977: Iraq. 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Trinidad and Tobago, the United 
Republic of Tanzania and the Upper Volta in document 
A/32/L.IO/Add.2 of 3 November 1977; and Lesotho, Maldives. 
Rwanda and Sao Tome and Principe in document A/32/L.IO/ 
Add.3 of 4 November 1977. 

[Original: English] 
[24 October 1977] 

tice of 21 June 1971,3 continue to maintain diplomatic, 
economic, consular and other relations with South 
Africa, purporting to act on behalf of or concerning 
Namibia, as well as military or strategic collaboration, 
all of which has the effect of supporting or encouraging 
South Africa in its defiance of the United Nations, 

Strongly condemning the support which the illegal 
South African administration continues to receive from 
those foreign economic, financial and other interests 
which are collaborating with it in its exploitation of the 
human and natural resources of. and in the further 
entrenchment of its illegal and racialist domination ovc;r, 
the international Territory of Namibia, 

1. Approves the report of the United Nations Coun
cil for Namibia; 

2. Calls upon those States which have not yet done 
so to comply with the relevant provisions of the reso
lutions of the General Assembly and the Security 
Council concerning Namibia and the advisory opinion 
of the International Court of Justice of 21 June 1971; 

3. Urges those States which have not yet done so 
to break off economic relations with South Africa that 
concern Namibia and to take measures with a view to 
compelling the Government of South Africa to with
draw immediately from Namibia in accordance with 
General Assembly resolutions 2145 (XXI) and 2248 
(S-V), as well as subsequent resolutions of the Assem
bly and the Security Council relating to Namibia; 

4. Appeals to Governments to discourage private 
investors from their countries from participating in busi
ness ventures in Namibia which benefit the South Afri
can regime by making available additional resources 
to meet the military costs of its repressive policies in 
Namibia; 

3 Legal Consequences for States of th(' Continued Pre.1ence 
of South Africa in Namibia (South West Africa) notwithcltandinJ? 
Security Council resolution 276 (1970), Ad1·isory Opinion, I.C.J. 
Reports 1971, p. 16. 
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5. Requests the United Nations Council for Nami
bia to communicate with corporations supplying arms, 
ammunition and oil to South Africa and to urge them 
to cease doing so; 

6. Requests once again all Member States to take 
all appropriate measures to ensure the full application 
of, and compliance with, the provisions of Decree 
No. 1 for the Protection of the Natural Resources of 
Namibia, enacted by the United Nations Council for 
Namibia on 27 September 1974,4 and such other meas
ures as may be necessary to assist in the protection 
of the natural resources of Namibia; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to make adequate 
financial appropriations to facilitate the continued im
plementation of Decree No. 1 for the Protection of 
the Natural Resources of Namibia during the bien
nium 1978-1979; 

4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth 
Session, Supplement No. 24A (AI96241 Add.l ), para. 84. The 
Decree has been issued in final form in Namibia Gazette No. 1. 

8. Takes note of the progress report of the United 
Nations Council for Namibia on the hearings regarding 
the exploitation and purchase of Namibian uranium 
(A/32/24, paras. 128-133) and authorizes the neces
sary budgetary allocations for its full implementation 
during 1978; 

9. Authorizes the United Nations Council for Na
mibia to notify the Governments of States whose cor
porations, whether public or private, operate in Namibia 
of the illegality of such operations and of the position 
of the Council in this regard; 

10. Authorizes the United Nations Council for Na
mibia to contact administering and managing bodies 
of foreign corporations operating in Namibia to warn 
them of the illegal basis on which they are operating 
in Namibia and of the position of the Council in this 
regard; 

11. Requests the United Nations Council for Na
mibia to report to the General Assembly at its thirty
third session on the implementation of the present 
resolution. 

DOCUMENT A/32/L.ll AND ADD.l-3"' 

Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti. India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kenya, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Maldives, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome 
and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, 
Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Viet 
Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

Special session of the General Assembly on the 
question of Namibia 

The General Assembly, 
Taking into consideration its resolutions 1514 (XV) 

of 14 December 1960, 2145 (XXI) of 27 October 1966 
and 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967, as well as all other 
resolutions of the General Assembly on the question 
of Namibia, 

Recalling the resolutions of the Security Council on 
the question of Namibia, in particular resolution 385 
(1976) of 30 January 1976, 

* Documents AI32/L.lll Add.l-3 were issued to add the 
following countries to the list of sponsors of the draft resolu
tion: Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, the Congo, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Jor
dan, Kenya, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, 
Mauritius, Mexico. Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, the Niger, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Senegal, Somalia, the Sudan, Togo, 
the United Republic of Cameroon and Yemen in document 
AI321L.lli Add.l of 28 October 1977; Iraq, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, the United Republic of Tanzania and the Upper 
Volta in document AI321L.ll I Add.2 of 3 November 1977; 
and Maldives. Rwanda and Sao Tome and Principe in docu
ment AI321L.ll I Add.3 of 4 November 1977. 

[Original: English] 
[24 October 1977] 

Having heard the statement of the President of the 
South West Africa People's Organization (35th plenary 
meeting, paras. 55-83), 

Strongly condemning the illegal South African ad
ministration in Namibia for its massive repression of 
the Namibian people and their liberation movement 
with the intention of establishing, among other things, 
an atmosphere of intimidation and terror, with the 
purpose of imposing upon the Namibian people a pol
itical arrangement in violation of Security Council reso
lution 385 (1976), 

Strongly condemning South Africa for its persistent 
refusal to withdraw from Namibia and for its ma
noeuvres to consolidate its illegal occupation of the 
Territory in violation of all pertinent resolutions of the 
General Assembly and the Security Council, 

Decides to keep the situation under continuous re
view and to hold a special session before the thirty-third 
session on a date to be determined by the Secretary
General in consultation with the United Nations Coun
cil for Namibia. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 57th plenary meeting, on 4 November 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the following draft resolutions: draft resolution A/32/L.4 and Add.l-3 
(for the final text, see resolution 32/9 A5 ); draft resolution A/32/L.S and Add.1-3 



Document No. 

A/32/23/Rev.I 

A/32/24 

Agenda item 91 

(idem, see resolution 32/9 B5 ); by a recorded vote of 135 to none, with 5 absten
tions, draft resolution A/32/L.6 and Add.1-3 (idem, resolution 32/9 C5 ); by a 
recorded vote of 117 to none, with 24 abstentions, draft resolution A/32/L.7 and 
Add.1-3 (idem, resolution 32/9 0 5 ); by a recorded vote of 136 to none, with 4 
abstentions, draft resolution A/32/L.S and Add.1-3 (idem, resolution 32/9 P); 
by a recorded vote of 136 to none, with 5 abstentions, draft resolution A/32/L.9/ 
Rev.1 and Add.1 and 2 (idem, resolution 32/9 P); by a recorded vote of 130 to 
none, with 11 abstentions, draft resolution A/32/L.10 and Add.1-3 (idem, resolu
tion 32/9 G5 ); and, by a recorded vote of 135 to none, with 6 abstentions, draft 
resolution A/32/L.11 and Add.1-3 (idem, resolution 32/9 H5). 

At the same meeting, the General Assembly, on the proposal of the Secretary
General, decided to extend the appointment of Mr. Martti Ahtisaari as United 
Nations Commissioner for Namibia for a further one-year term beginning on 1 Jan
uary 1978 (decision 32/3075 ). 

5 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement No. 45. 
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Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples 

Official Records of the Gen
eral Assembly, Thirty-sec
ond Session, Supplement 
No. 23 

Report of the United Nations Council for Namibia 

A/32/ 109-S/ I 2344 Letter dated 6 June 1977 from the Chairman of the Special Committee 
on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
and the Acting President of the United Nations Council for Namibia, 
transmitting the text of the report of the International Conference in 
Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia, held at Maputo 
from 16 to 21 May 1977 

Ibid., Supplement No. 24 

Replaced by A/32/109/Rev.l
S/12344/Rev.I 

A/32/109/Rev.I
S/ I 2344/Rev .I 

A/321212-S/ 12397 

A/32/2 I 3-S/ I 2398 

A/32/259 

A/32/266-S/ I 2412 

A/32/281 

A/32/289-S/12422 

A/321321 

A/32/L.9 and Add.! 

Idem 

Letter dated 9 September 1977 from the Acting President of the United 
Nations Council for Namibia to the Secretary-General 

Idem 

Letter dated 5 October 1977 from the representative of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 5 October I 977 from the representative of Sri Lanka to 
the Secretary-General 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 2 I October I 977 from the representative of Sri Lanka to 
the Secretary-General 

Appointment of the United Nations Commissioner for Namibia: note 
by the Secretary-General 

Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Congo, 
Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritius, 
Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan. Ro
mania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, 
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

See Official Records of the 
Security Council, Thirty-sec
ond Year, Supplement for 
July, August and September 
1977 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Mimeographed 

See Official Records of the 
Security Council, Thirty-sec
ond Year, Supplement for 
October, November and De
cember 1977 

Mimeographed 

See Official Records of the 
Security Council, Thirty-sec
ond Year, Supplement for 
October, No~·ember and De
cember 1977 

Mimeographed 

Replaced by A/32/L.9/Rev.l 
and Add.! and 2 
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Administrative and financial implications of draft resolutions A/32/L.4-9, A/32/L.9/Rev.l and A/32/L.JO and 11 

A/3218/ Add.4 Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary See Official Records of the 

A/321322 

Printed in U.S.A. 

Questions General Assembly, Thirty
second Session, Supplement 
No. 8A 

Report of the Fifth Committee Ibid., Thirty-second Session, 
Annexes, agenda item 100 
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DOCUMENT A/32/461 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-second session and to allocate to 
the Fourth Committee the item entitled: 

"Question of Southern Rhodesia: report of the Spe
cial Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples". 

2. The Fourth Committee considered the item at 
its 25th and 27th to 35th meetings, between 15 No
vember and 12 December 1977. 

3. At the 27th meeting, on 30 November, the 
Rapporteur of the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples introduced chapter VII of the report 
of that Committee (A/j2/23/ Add.1), relating to the 
item. 

4. The Fourth Committee also had before it the 
following communications addressed to the Secretary
General: 

(a) Letter dated 15 March 1977 from the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Egypt, transmitting the documents of the First Con
ference of Heads of State and Government of the 
Organization of African Unity and the League of Arab 
States (A/32/61); 

1 

[Original: English] 
[ 15 December 1977] 

(b) Letter dated 22 March 1977 from the Charge 
d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of Ghana to 
the United Nations (A/32/63-S/12305); 

(c) Letters dated 28 January, 20 May, 3 June 
and 5 October 1977 from the Permanent Represen
tative of Sri Lanka to the U:1ited Nations (A/32/ 
57, A/32/92, A/32/98-S/12340 and A/32/266-S/ 
12412); 

(d) Letter dated 14 June 1977 from the Charge 
d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of Mongolia 
to the United Nations (A/32/115-S/12347); 

(e) Letter dated 23 September 1977 from the Per
manent Representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
to the United Nations, transmitting the texts of the 
resolutions adopted by the Eighth Islamic Conference 
of Foreign Ministers (A/32/235); 

(f) Letter dated 5 October 1977 from the Per
manent Representative of the Union of Soviet So
cialist Republics to the United Nations, transmitting 
the text of a statement by the Soviet Union on the 
complete elimination of the vestiges of colonialism, 
racism and apartheid (A/32/259). 

In addition, the Committee had before it a letter dated 
6 June 1977 from the Chairman of the Special Com
mittee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the Act
ing President of the United Nations Council for 
Namibia, transmitting the report of the International 
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Conference in Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe 
and Namibia (A/32/109/Rev.1-S/12344/Rev.1 ). 

5. During the Committee's consideration of the 
item, Mr. Tirivafi Kangai and Mr. Callistus Ndlovu, 
representatives of the Patriotic Front (Zimbabwe), the 
national liberation movement of the Territory, par
ticipated in an observer capacity in the proceedings of 
the Committee in accordance with the relevant pro
visions of General Assembly resolution 3412 (XXX) 
of 28 November 1975. 

6. Mr. Kangai made statements at the 27th and 
28th meetings, on 30 November and 1 December. 
Mr. Ndlovu made statements at the 29th and 35th 
meetings, on 1 and 12 December. 

7. The Committee granted the following requests 
for hearings in connexion with its consideration of the 
item: 

Petitioner 

Mr. Romesh Chandra, President, World Peace 
Council (WPC) (A/C.4/32/6) 

The Reverend Michael Scott, International 
League for Human Rights (A/C.4/32110) 

Mr. Bernard Rivers, Haslemere Group (A/C.4/ 
32/10/Add.l) 

The Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole, President, 
Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) 
(A/C.4/32110/ Add.2) 

Mr. Elton Razemba, North American Chief 
Representative, African National Council of 
Zimbabwe (ANC (Zimbabwe)) (A/C.4/32/ 
10/Add.3) 

Meeting at 
which a hearing 

was granted 

9th 

18th 

23rd 

28th 

28th 

8. Mr. Chandra, Mr. Gordon Schaffer, Mrs. Karen 
Talbot and Mr. Camillo Perez of WPC made state
ments relating, inter alia, to the item at the 25th meet
ing, on 15 November. The Reverend Scott and 
Mr. Rivers made statements at the 27th meeting. 
Mr. Razemba made a statement at the 28th meeting. 
The Reverend Sithole made statements at the 28th 
meeting and, with the Committee's consent, at the 
29th meeting, on 1 December. 

9. The general debate on the item took place at 
the 27th to 35th meetings, between 30 November 
and 12 December. 

10. At its 25th meeting, on the proposal of the rep
resentative of Angola and following a statement by 
the Chairman concerning the related financial implica
tions, the Committee decided that the statement made 
at that meeting by Mr. Chandra should be reproduced 
in extenso (A/C.4/32/L.30). 

11. At its 27th meeting, on the proposal of the 
representative of Ghana and following a statement by 
the Chairman concerning the related financial implica
tions, the Committee decided that the statement made 
at that meeting by the representative of the Patriotic 
Front (Zimbabwe), as well as the statements made by 
the Reverend Scott and Mr. Rivers, should be re
produced in extenso in the record of the meeting. At 
the same meeting, on the proposal of the representative 
of the Netherlands and following a statement by the 
Chairman concerning the related financial implications, 
the Committee decided that the statement made during 
the meeting by the representative of the United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland should 
be reproduced in extenso in the record of the meeting. 

12. At the 34th meeting, on 12 December, the 
representative of the United RepubEc of Cameroon 
introduced draft resolutions A and B on the item 
(A/C.4/32/L.31) which were finally sponsored by 
the following Member States: Algeria, Angola, 
Bangladesh, Benin, Burundi, Chad, Comoros, Congo, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, India, Iraq, 
Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mali, Mozambique, 
Nigeria, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Tunisia, United Republic 
of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, VietNam. 
Yugoslavia and Zambia. 

13. At the 35th meeting, on 12 December, the 
representative of the United Kingdom submitted ar 
oral amendment to draft resolution A by w~ich the 
following new paragraph would be added as the elev· 
enth preambular paragraph: 

"Taking note of the negotiations following Se· 
curity Council resolution 415 (1977) of 29 Sep
tember 1977 and the current initiative of the ad· 
ministering Power for the accession of Zimbabwe 
to independence". 

At the same meeting, the representative of the Unite< 
Kingdom withdrew his amendment. 

14. At the same meeting, the Committee took de 
cisions on draft resolutions A and B (A/C.4/321 
L. 31 ) as follows: 

(a) Draft resolution A was adopted without 1 

vote (see para. 15 below); 
(b) Draft resolution B was adopted by 112 vote 

to none, with 10 aostentions (see para. 15 below). 

Recommendations oJ the Fourth Commillee 

15. The Fourth Committee recommends to th 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draf 
resolutions: 

QUESTION OF SOUTHERN RHODESIA 

A 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Southern Rhc 
desia (Zimbabwe), 

Having examined the relevant chapters of the repo1 
of the Special Committee on the Situation with regar 
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Gran1 
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Pee 
pies (A/32/23 (parts 1-V), chaps. I, II and IV-V: 
A/32/23/ Add.1 ), 

Taking into account the Maputo Declaration in Sur 
port of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia and th 
Programme of Action for the Liberation of Zimbabw 
and Namibia (A/32/109/Rev.1-S/12344/Rev.1, ar 
nex V), adopted by the International Conference i 
Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibi1 
held at Maputo from 16 to 21 May 1977, as well E 

the Lagos Declaration for Action against Apartheid 

1 A/CONF.9119 (United Nations publication, Sales N4 
E.77.XIV.2), sect. X. 
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adopted by tht World Conference for Action against 
Apartheid, held at Lagos from 22 to 26 August 1977, 

Having heard the statement of the representative 
of the administering Power (27th meeting), 

Having heard the statements of the representatives 
of the national liberation movement who participated 
in an observer capacity in the consideration of the 
item (27th to 29th and 35th meetings), 

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 Decem
ber 1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 
and 2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970, containing the 
programme of action for the full implementation of 
the Declaration, as well as all other resolutions relating 
to the quesJion of Southern Rhodesia adopted by the 
General Assembly, the Security Council and the Spe
cial Committee, 

Bearing in mind that the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as 
the administering Power, has the primary responsibility 
for putting an end to the critical situation in Southern 
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) which, as repeatedly affirmed 
by the Security Council, constitutes a threat to interna
tional peace and security, 

Reaffirming that any attempts to negotiate the fu
ture of Zimbabwe with the illegal regime on the basis 
of independence before majority rule would be in 
contravention of the inalienable rights of the people 
of the Territory and contrary to the provisions of the 
Charter of the United Nations and of resolution 1514 
(XV), 

Condemning the deliberate sabotage by the illegal 
racist minority regime of the numerous, intensive ef
forts being made to secure a negotiated settlement in 
Zimbabwe on the basis of majority rule, 

Bearing in mind the resolutions on Zimbabwe 
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Gov
ernment of the Organization of African Unity at its 
fourteenth ordinary session, held at Libreville from 
2 to 5 July 1977,2 

Stressing the grave responsibility of the international 
community to take all possible measures in support 
of the people of Zimbabwe in their liberation struggle 
and in minimizing the hardship and suffering of Zim
babweans in that regard, 

Indignant at the arbitrary imprisonment and de
tention of political leaders and others, the massacre 
of freedom fighters and the continued denial of fun
damental human rights, including in particular the 
wanton beating, torture and murder of innocent vil
lagers, arbitrary criminal measures of collective punish
ment and measures designed to create an apartheid 
State in Zimbabwe, 

Commending the firm determination of the people 
of Zimbabwe, under the leadership of their national 
liberation movement, to achieve freedom and inde
pendence and convinced that their unity and solidarity 
are fundamental to the rapid attainment of that ob
jective, 

Outraged and deeply concerned by the continuing 
acts of aggression against neighbouring independent 
African States, including the most recent aggression 

2 See A/32/310. 

against Mozambique3 which resulted in loss of human 
lives and destruction of property, 

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of 
Zimbabwe to self-determination, freedom and inde
pendence and the legitimacy of their struggle to secure 
by all the means at their disposal the enjoyment of 
that right as set forth in the Charter of the United 
Nations and in conformity with the objectives of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 1514 (XV); 

2. Reaffirms the principle that there should be no 
independence before majority rule in Zimbabwe and 
that any settlement relating to the future of the Terri
tory must be worked out with the full participation of 
the people of Zimbabwe and in accordance with their 
true aspirations; 

3. Condemns the continued war of repression and 
the intensified oppressive measures against the people 
of Zimbabwe by the illegal racist minority regime; 

4. Strongly condemns the illegal racist minority 
regime for its continuing, brutal acts of aggression 
and threats against Mozambique, Zambia and Bot
swana; 

5. Strongly condemns South Africa for its con
tinued support of the illegal racist minority regime in 
contravention of the provisions of all the resolutions 
and decisions of the United Nations on the question 
of Southern Rhodesia; 

6. Calls upon the Government of the United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, in the 
discharge of its primary responsibility as the adminis
tering Power, to take all effective measures to enable 
Zimbabwe to accede to independence in accordance 
with the aspirations of the majority of the population 
and not under any circumstances to accord to the 
illegal regime any of the powers or attributes of sover
eignty; 

7. Firmly supports the people of Zimbabwe in their 
struggle to exercise their inalienable right to self-deter
mination and independence by all means at their dis
posal; 

8. Reaffirms the relevant provisions of the Maputo 
Declaration in Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe 
and Namibia and the Programme of Action for the 
Liberation of Zimbabwe and Namibia, in particular 
the provisions calling for assistance to those front
line States which are victims of repeated acts of ag
gression by the racist minority regime (A/32/109/ 
Rev.1-S/12344/Rev.1, annex V, paras. 21 and 39); 

9. Demands: 

(a) The termination forthwith of all repressive 
measures perpetrated by the illegal racist minority re
gime against the people of Zimbabwe, in particular 
the wanton killings and executions of Africans and 
their freedom fighters carried out by that regime, the 
brutality committed in the "operational area", the 
arbitrary closure of African areas, the eviction, trans
fer and resettlement of Africans and the creation of 
concentration camps; 

(b) The unconditional and immediate release of 
all political prisoners, detainees and restrictees, the 
removal of all restrictions on political activity and the 

3 See Official Records of the Security Council, Thirty-s~cor.d 
Year, Supplement for October, November and December 1977, 
document S/12466. 
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establishment of full democratic freedom and equality 
of political rights, as well as the restoration to the 
population of fundamental human rights; 

(c) The cessation of the influx of foreign immi
grants into the Territory and the immediate withdrawal 
of all mercenaries therefrom; 

(d) The immediate cessation of all acts of aggres
sion and threats against neighbouring African States; 

10. Calls upon all States to take all necessary and 
effective measures to prevent advertisement for, ·and 
recruitment of, mercenaries for Southern Rhodesia; 

11. Requests all States to give immediate and sub
stantial material assistance to enable the Governments 
of Mozambique and Botswana to strengthen their 
defence capability in order to safeguard effectively 
their sovereignty and territorial integrity; 

12. Requests all States, directly and through their 
action in the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions within the United Nations system of which they 
are members, as well as the non-governmental organi
zations concerned and the various programmes within 
the United Nations system, to extend, in consultation 
and co-operation with the Organization of African 
Unity, to the people of Zimbabwe and their national 
liberation movement all the moral, material, political 
and humanitarian assistance necessary in their struggle 
for the restoration of their inalienable rights; 

13. Invites all Governments, the specialized agen
cies and other organizations within the United Nations 
system, the United Nations bodies concerned and 
non-governmental organizations having a special in
terest in the field of decolonization, as well as the 
Secretary-General, to take steps, as appropriate, to 
give widespread and continuous publicity through all 
the media at their disposal to information on the situa
tion in Zimbabwe and on the relevant decisions and 
actions of the United Nations, with particular reference 
to the application of sanctions against the illegal 
regime; 

14. Requests the Government of the United King
dom to continue to co-operate with the Special Com
mittee on the Situation with regard to the Imple
mentation cf the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in 
the discharge of the mandate entrusted to the latter 
by the General Assembly, and to report thereon to 
the Special Committee and to the Assembly at its 
thirty-third session; · 

15. Requests the Special Committee to keep the 
situation in the Territory under review as a matter of 
priority and to report thereon to the General Assembly 
at its thirty-third session. 

B 

The General Assembly, 

Having adopted resolution A above on the question 
of Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), 

Strongly deploring the increasing collaboration, in 
v;olation of Article 2, paragraph 5, and Article 25 
of the Charter of the United Nations and of the rele
vant decisions of the United Nations, which certain 
States, particularly South Africa, maintain with the 
illegal racist minority regime, thereby seriously im
peding the effective application of sanctions and other 
measures taken thus far against the illegal regime, 

Deeply disturbed at widespread violations of United 
Nations sanctions, including the operation of Southern 
Rhodesian aircraft for international passenger and 
cargo traffic, as well as the continued functioning of 
information and airline offices of the illegal regime 
outside Southern Rhodesia and the resultant influx of 
foreign tourists into the Territory, 

Considering that developments in the area call in 
particular for positive, concerted international action 
with a view to imposing maximum isolation on the 
illegal regime, 

Deeply concerned that the measures approved by 
the Security Council have so far failed to bring an end 
to the illegal regime and convinced that sanctions 
cannot put an end to that regime unless they are com
prehensive, mandatory and strictly supervised and un
less measures are taken against States which violate 
them, 

Reaffirming the relevant provisions of the Maputo 
Declaration in Support of the Peoples of ZimbabY.'e 
and Namibia and the Programme of Action for the 
Liberation of Zimbabwe and Namibia (A/32/109/ 
Rev.1-S/12344/Rev.1, annex V), adopted by the In
ternational Conference in Support of the Peoples of 
Zimbabwe and Namibia, held at Maputo from 16 to 
21 May 1977, in particular those provisions relating 
to sanctions against the illegal regime, 

Conscious of the urgent and special economic needs 
of Mozambique and Zambia arising from their full 
implementation of the relevant decisions of the Se
curity Council, 

1. Strongly condemns those Governments, particu
larly the Government of South Africa, which, in viola
tion of the relevant resolutions of the United Nations 
and in open contravention of their specific obligations 
under Article 2, paragraph 5, and Article 25 of the 
Charter of the United Nations, continue to collaborate 
with the illegal racist minority regime, and calls upon 
those Governments to cease forthwith all such col
laboration; 

2. Condemns all violations of the mandatory sanc
tions imposed by the Security Council, as well as the 
continued failure of certain Member States to enforce 
the sanctions strictly, as being contrary to the obliga
tions assumed by them under Article 2, paragraph 5, 
and Article 25 of the Charter; 

3. Condemns South Africa for its continued sup
port of the illegal racist minority regime in Southern 
Rhodesia in contravention of Security Council resolu
tions on sanctions against that regime; 

4. Calls upon all Governments which thus far 
have not done so: 

(a) To take stringent enforcement measures to 
ensure strict compliance by all individuals, associa
tions and bodies corporate under their jurisdiction 
with the sanctions imposed by the Security Council 
and to prohibit any form of collaboration by them 
with the illegal regime; 

(b) To take effective steps to prevent or dis
courage the emigration to Southern Rhodesia (Zim
babwe) of any individuals or groups of individuals 
under their jurisdiction; 

(c) To discontinue any action which might confer 
a semblance of legitimacy on the illegal regime, inter 
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alia, by forbidding the operation and activities of "Air 
Rhodesia", the "Rhodesia National Tourist Board" 
and the "Rhodesian Information Office", or any other 
activities which contravene the aims and purposes of 
the sanctions; 

(d) To invalidate passports and other documents 
for travel to the Territory; 

(e) To take all effective measures against inter
national companies and agencies which supply petrol
eum and petroleum products to the illegal regime of 
Southern Rhodesia; 

5. Requests all States, directly and through their 
action in the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions within the United Nations system of which they 
are members, and the various programmes within the 
United Nations system to extend to the Governments 
of Mozambique and Zambia all forms of financial, 
technical and material assistance in order to enable 
those Governments to overcome economic difficulties 
in connexion with their application of economic sanc
tions imposed against the illegal regime and the severe 
economic loss and destruction of property brought 
about by the acts of aggression committed by the re-

gime, and requests the Security Council to undertake 
a periodic review of the question of economic assist
ance to the two Governments; 

6. Deems it imperative that the scope of sanctions 
against the illegal regime must be widened to include 
all the measures envisaged under Article 41 of the 
Charter and reiterates its request that the Security 
Council consider taking the necessary measures in that 
regard as a matter of urgency; 

7. Requests the Security Council to impose a man
datory embargo on the supply of petroleum and pe
troleum products to South Africa in view of the fact 
that petroleum and petroleum products are transported 
from South Africa into Southern Rhodesia; 

8. Requests the Special Committee on the Situa
tion with regard to the Implementation of the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples to follow the implementation 
of the present resolution and invites the Security 
Council Committee established in pursuance of resolu
tion 253 ( 1968) concerning the question of Southern 
Rhodesia to continue to co-operate in the related work 
of the Special Committee. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 104th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted draft resolutions A and B submitted by the Fourth Committee in its 
report (A/32/461, para. 15). Draft resolution A was adopted without a vote 
and draft resolution B by 113 votes to none, with 10 abstentions. For the final 
texts, see resolutions 32/116 A and 32/116 B.4 

4 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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A/32123 (parts 1-V) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
and A/32/23/Add.1 Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 

to Colonial Countries and Peoples (chaps. I, II and IV to VII) 

A/32151 Letter dated 28 January 1917 from the representative of Sri Lanka 
to the Secretary-General 

A/32/61 Letter dated 15 March 1977 from the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egypt to the Secretary-General trans
mitting the documents of the First Conference of Heads of State 
and Government of the Organization of African Unity and the 
League of Arab States 

A/32/63-S/12305 Letter dated 22 March 1977 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. of the 
Mission of Ghana to the Secretary-General 

A/32/92 Letter dated 20 May 1977 from the representative of Sri Lanka to the 
Secretary-General 

Observations and reference$ 

Mimeographed. For the printed 
text, see Official Records 
of the General Assembly, 
Thirty-second Session, Sup
plement No. 23 (A/32/23/ 
Rev.l), chaps. I, II and 
IV-VII 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

See Official Records of the 
Security Council, Thirty
second Year, Supplement 
for January, February and 
March 1977 

Mimeographed 
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A/C.4/32/l0 and 
Add.l-3 

A/C.4/32/L.30 

A/C.4/3211:..31 

Printed in U.S.A. 

Letter dated 3 June 1977 from the representative of Sri Lanka to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 6 June 1977 from the Chairman of the Special Com
mittee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples and the Acting President of the United Nations Council 
for Namibia transmitting the report of the International Conference 
in Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia 

Letter dated 14 June 1977 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. of the Mission 
of Mongolia to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 23 September 1977 from the representative of the Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya to the Secretary-General transmitting the texts of 
the resolutions adopted by the Eighth Islamic Conference of Foreign 
Ministers 

Letter dated S October 1977 from the representative of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General transmitting the 
text of a statement by the Soviet Union on the complete elimination 
of the vestiges of colonialism, racism and apartheid 

Letter dated S October 1977 from the representative of Sri Lanka to 
the Secretary-General (transmitting the text of a statement on the 
situation in southern Africa issued by the Foreign Ministers of non
aligned countries at their extraordinary meeting held in New York 
on 30 September 1977) 

Request for hearing 

Requests for hearing 

Statement made by Mr. Romesh Chandra at the 2Sth meeting of the 
Committee 

Draft resolutions 

See Official Records of the 
Security Council, Thirty· 
second Year, Supplement 
for April, May and June 
1977 

Ibid., Supplement for July, 
August and September 1977 

Ibid., Supplement for April, 
May and June 1977 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

See Official Records of the 
Security Council, Thirty· 
second Year, Supplement 
for October, November and 
December 1977 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

For the sponsors and the texts, 
see A/32/461, paras. 12 
and IS 
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DOCUMENT A/32/357 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

1. An item entitled "Question of East Timor" was 
included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second 
session of the General Assembly in accordance with 
A~scmbly resolution 31 !53 of 1 December 1976. 

.., At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on' the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in its agenda and to allocate it to the Fourth Committee. 

3. At its 5th meeting, on 7 October 1977, the 
Fourth Committee decided to hold a general debate 
(.'overing agenda items 24, 90, 93, 95 and 12, 96 and 
97, on the understanding that individual draft resolu
tions on matters covered by those items would be con
sidered separately. 

4. The Committee considered item 93 at its 8th and 
lOth to 21st meetings, between 26 October and 10 
N ovcmber 1977. 

.5. At the 8th meeting, the Rapporteur of the Spe
cial Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in
troduced chapter X of the report of that Committee 
(see A /3 2/23 I Add.3), relating to the item. 

6. The Fourth Committee also had before it the 
following communications addressed to the Secretary
Gene-ral: 

(a) Note verbale dated 20 April 1977 from the 
Permanent Mission of Portugal to the United Nations 
(A 132/73); 

l 

[Original: English] 
[23 November 1977] 

(b) Note verb ale dated 11 May 1977 from the 
Permanent Mission of Indonesia to the United Nations 
(A/32/90); 

(c) Letter dated 27 October 1977 from the Per
manent Representative of Mozambique to the United 
Nations (A/C.4/32/8). 

7. At its 6th meeting, the Committee granted a 
request for hearing concerning the item suhmitted by 
Mr. Jose Ramos-Horta, member of the Central Com
mittee of the Frente Revolucionaria de Timor Leste 
Independente (FRETILIN) (A/C.4/32/5). At the 
11th meeting, on 1 November, Mr. Mari Bin Hamud 
Alkatiri of FRETILIN made a statement. 

8. At its 20th meeting, on 9 November, the Com
mittee decided, by 67 votes to 24, with 38 abstentions, 
to grant a further request for hearing submitted by 
Mr. Ramos-Horta. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, 
Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Benin, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape 
Verde, Central African Empire, Chad, China, Colom
bia, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Demo
cratic Yemen, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gam
bia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Hungary, lc<'
land, Jamaica, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Mozambique, Niger, Norway, Panama, Peru, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Swaziland, Sweden, Togo, Ukrainian 
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Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, United Republic of Cameroon, United Re
public of Tanzania, Upper Volta, VietNam, Yugoslavia, 
Zambia. 

Against: Australia, Austria, Chile, Egypt, India, In
donesia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Japan, Malaysia, Maldives, 
Mauritania, Morocco, New Zealand, Oman, Paraguay, 
Philippines, Surinam, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Uru
guay, Zaire. 

Abstaining: Bangladesh, Belgium, Bolivia. Botswana, 
Burma, Canada, Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican Re
public. El Salvador, France, Gabon, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Guatemala, Honduras, Ireland, Italy, Ivory 
Coast, Jordan, Lebanon, Luxembourg, Nepal, Nether
lands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, 
Qatar, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab 
Republic, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of 
America, Venezuela, Yemen. 

At the same meeting, Mr. Ramos-Horta made a 
statement. 

9. At its 11th and 20th meetings, on the proposals 
respectively of the representatives of Angola and Mo
zambique and following statements by the Chairman 
concerning the related financial implications, the Com
mittee decided that the statements made during those 
meetings by the representatives of FRETILIN should 
be reproduced in extenso in the records of the two 
meetings. 

10. At its 19th meeting, on 8 November, on the 
proposal of the representatives of Iran and India and 
following a statement by the Chairman concerning the 
related financial implications, the Committee decided 
that the statement made at that meeting by the repre
sentative of Indonesia should be reproduced in extenso 
in the record of the meeting. 

11. The general debate covering the items referred 
to in paragraph 3 above took place at the lOth to 20th 
meetings, between 31 October and 9 November. 

12. At the 16th meeting, on 7 November, the repre
sentative of Barbados introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.4/32/L.9), which was finally sponsored by the 
following Member States: Algeria, Angola, Barbados, 
Benin, Cape Verde, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Mozambique, Sao Tome 
and Principe, Uniled Republic of Tanzania, Viet Nam 
and Zambia. 

13. At the 20th meeting, the Chairman drew at
tention to a statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.4/ 
32/L. I 8) submitted in accordance with rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly con
cerning the administrative and financial implications of 
draft resolution A/C.4/32/L.9. 

I 4. At the 2 I st meeting, on I 0 November, the 
representative of Barbados, on behalf of the sponsors, 
submitted an oral revision to the draft resolution by 
which, in operative paragraph 5, the words "in con
sultation with the Chairman of the Special Committee" 
were inserted after the words "Requests the Secretary
General". 

15. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.4/32/L.9, as orally revised, by 
61 votes to 26, with 47 abstentions (see para. 16 
below) . The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Albania, Algeria, Angola, Barbados, Benin, 
Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian So-

viet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, Chad, China, 
Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
Yemen, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Gabon, German Democratic 
Republic. Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland, Jamaica, 
Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, 
Madagascar, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, 
Niger, Nigeria, Panama, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Ro
mania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone. Swaziland, Sweden, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago. Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Republic of Tan
zania, Upper Volta, VietNam, Zambia. 

Agaimt: Bangladesh, Chile, Egypt, Guatemala, In
dia, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Malaysia, Maldives, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Nicaragua, Oman, Philippines, 
Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Surinam, Syrian Arab Re
public. Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, United States of 
America, Uruguay, Zaire. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Aus
tria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia, 
Burma, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Dji
bouti, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Gambia, Germany, Federal Republic of, Hon
duras, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Luxembourg, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nor
way, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Qatar, 
Samoa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, United Arab Emirates, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United Republic of Cameroon, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 

Recommendation of the Fourth Committee 

16. The Fourth Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

QUESTION OF EAST TIMOR 

The General Assembly, 

Recognizing the inalienable right of all peoples to 
self-determination and independence in accordance with 
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations 
and of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in its 
resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 

Having examined the chapter of the report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relat
ing to the Territory (A/32/i3/Add.3, chap. X), 

Having heard the statements of the representatives 
of Portugal (12th meeting) and Indonesia (19th 
meeting), 

Having also heard the statements of the representa
tives of the Frente Revoluciomiria de Timor Leste In
dependente (11th and 20th meetings), 

Mindful that all States should, in conformity with 
Article 2, paragraph 4, of the Charter, refrain in their 
international relations from the threat or use of force 
against the territorial integrity or national independence 
of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with 
the purposes of the United Nations, 

Deeply concerned at the continuing critical situation 
in the Territory, resulting from the persistent refusal on 
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the part of the Government of Indonesia to comply 
with the provisions of the resolutions of the General 
Assembly and the Security Council, 

Recalling its resolutions 3485 (XXX) of 12 De
cember 1975 and 31/53 of 1 December 1976 and 
Security Council resolutions 3 84 (197 5) of 22 Decem
ber 1975 and 389 (1976) of 22 April 1976, 

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of 
East Timor to self-determination and independence and 
the legitimacy of their struggle to achieve that right; 

2. Reaffirms its resolutions 3485 (XXX) and 31/53 
and Security Council resolutions 384 (1975) and 389 
(1976); 

3. Rejects the claim that East Timor has been in
tegrated into Indonesia, inasmuch as the people of the 
Territory have not been able to exercise freely their 
right to self-determination and independence; 

4. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples to keep the situation in the Territory under 
active consideration, to follow the implementation of 
the present resolution, to dispatch to the Territory as 
soon as possible a visiting mission with a view to the 
full and speedy implementation of the Declaration and 
to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty
third session; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation 
with the Chairman of the Special Committee, in the 
meantime to send urgently a special representative 
to East Timor for the purpose of making a thorough, 
on-the-spot assessment of the existing situation in the 
Territory and of establishing contact with the represen
tatives of the Frente Revoluciomiria de Timor Leste 
Independente and the Government of Indonesia, as 
well as the Governments of other States concerned, 
in order to prepare the ground for a visiting mission 
of the Special Committee, and to report thereon to the 
Special Committee; 

6. Draws the attention of the Security Council, in 
conformity with Article 11, paragraph 3, of the Charter 
of the United Nations, to the critical situation in the 
Territory of East Timor and recommends that it should 
take all effective steps for the implementation of its 
resolutions 384 (1975) and 389 (1976) with a view 
to securing the full exercise by the people of East Timor 
of their right to self-determination and independence; 

7. Calls upon the Government of Indonesia and the 
leadership of the Frente Revoluciomiria de Timor Leste 
Independente to facilitate the entry into East Timor of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
other relief organizations in order to assist the people 
of the Territory; 

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-third session the item entitled "Question of 
East Timor". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/32/23/ Add.3 

A/32/73 

A/32/90 

A/C.4/32/5 

A/C.4/32!8 

A/C.4/32/L.9 

A/C.4/32/L.18 

At its 104th plenary meeting, on 28 November 1977, the General Assembly, 
by 67 votes to 26, with 47 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted by 
the Fourth Committee in its report (A/32/357, para. 16). For the final text, 
see resolution 32/34.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples (chap. X) 

Note verb ale dated 20 April 1977 from the Mission of Portugal to the 
Secretary-General 

Note verbale dated II May 1977 from the Mission of Indonesia to the 
Secretary-General 

Request for hearing 

Letter dated 27 October 1977 from the representative of Mozambique 
to the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con
tained in document A/C.4/32/L.9: note by the Secretary-General 

Observations and references 

Mimeographed. For the printed 
text, see Official Records 
of the General Assembly, 
Thirty-second Session, Sup
plement No. 23 (A/32123/ 
Rev.!), chap. X 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/32/357, paras. 12, 
14 and 16 

Mimeographed 
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DOCUMENT A/32/342 

Report of the Fourth CoOllldttee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-second session and to allocate to 
the Fourth Committee the item entitled: 

"Activities of foreign economic and other interests 
which are impeding the implementation of the Decla
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples in Southern Rhodesia and 
Namibia and in all other Territories under colonial 
domination and efforts to eliminate colonialism, 
apartheid and racial discrimination in southern 
Africa: report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples". 
2. The Fourth Committee considered the item at 

its 3rd to lOth meetings, between 5 and 31 Oc
tober 1977. 

3. At the 3rd meeting, on 5 October, the Rap
porteur of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independe11ce to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples introduced chapter IV of the report of 
that Committee (A/32/23 (part III) and Corr.2), 
relating to the item. 

4. The Fourth Committee also had before it a letter 
dated 23 September 1977 from the Permanent Repre-

1 

[Original: English] 
[16 November 1977] 

sentative of the Libyan Arab Jamihiriya to the United 
Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting 
the texts of the resolutions adopted by the Eighth Is· 
lamic Conference of Foreign Ministers (A/32/235). 

5. At its 3rd meeting, at the request of the repre
sentative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
and following a statement by the Secretary of the Com· 
mittee concerning the related financial implications, the 
Committee decided that part of the statement made by 
the representative of the Soviet Union during the meet
ing should be reproduced in extenso in the record of 
the meeting. 

6. The general debate on the item took place at 
the 3rd to 7th meetings, between 5 and 11 October. 

7. At the 8th meeting, on 26 October, the Chair
man drew attention to a draft resolution (A/C.4/32/ 
L.l and Corr.l), which was finally sponsored by the 
following Member States: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Bul
garia, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad, 
Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia, German Demo
cratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, 
Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mongolia, Mozambique, 
Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Syrian Arab Re
public, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet So
cialist Republic, United Republic of Tanzania, Viet 
Nam and Zambia. 
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8. At its 9th meeting, on 28 October, the Com
mittee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/32/L.l and 
Corr.1 by a roll-call vote of 96 to 12, with 23 absten
tions (see para. 9 below). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, .. Angola, 
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape 
Verde, Chad, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovaki,a, Democratic Yemen, Ecua
dor, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gambia, 
German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Ma
laysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, 
Panama, p,apua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 
Qatar, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrain
ian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Against: Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Unit~d Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Central African Em
pire, Chile, Denmark, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Finland, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, Ma
lawi, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Portugal, 
Rwanda, Spain, Surinam, Sweden, Turkey, Zaire. 

Recommendation of the Fourth Committee 

9. The Fourth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

AcTIVITIES OF FOREIGN ECONOMIC AND OTHER INTER
ESTS WHICH ARE IMPEDING THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF IN
DEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES 
IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA, NAMIBIA AND IN ALL OTHER 
TERRITORIES UNDER COLONIAL DOMINATION AND 
EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE COLONIALISM, apartheid AND 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the item entitled "Activities of 
foreign economic and other interests which are imped
ing the implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples in Southern Rhodesia and Namibia and in all 
other Territories under colonial domination and efforts 
to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimi
nation in southern Africa", 

Having examined the chapter of the report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relat
ing to this question (A/32/23 (part III) and Corr.2), 

Taking into consideration the parts of the report of 
the United Nations Council for Namibia relating to 
this question, 1 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decem
ber 1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 
and its resolution 2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970, 
containing the programme of action for the full im
plementation of the Declaration, as well as all other 
resolutions of the United Nations relating to the item, 

Taking into account the Maputo Declaration in Sup
port of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia and the 
Programme of Action for the Liberation of Zimbabwe 
and Namibia,2 adopted by the International Conference 
in Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia, 
held at Maputo from 16 to 21 May 1977, as well as 
the Lagos Declaration for Action against Apartheid,lf 
adopted by the World Conference for Action against 
Apartheid, held at Lagos from 22 to 26 August 1977, 

. Taking note of the decision concerning the export of 
oil to the illegal racist regimes in southern Africa 
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Govern
ment of the Organization of African Unity at its four
teenth ordinary_ session, held at Libreville from 2 to 
5 July 1977,4 

. Reaffirming the solemn obligation of the administer
mg Powers under the Charter of the United Nations 
to promote Jhe political, economic, social and edu
catiOnal advancement of the inhabitants of the Ter
ritories under their administration and to protect the 
human and natural resources of those Territories against 
abuses, 

. Reaffirming_ that any economic or other activity which 
Impedes the Implementation of the Declaration and 
obstructs efforts aimed at the elimination of colonialism 
apartheid and racial discrimination in southern Afric~ 
and ot~er coloni~l ~erritories violates the political, 
economic a~d s_ocial ng~ts and interests of the peoples 
of the Terntones and IS therefore incompatible with 
the purposes and principles of the Charter, 

Affirming that the natural resources of all colonial 
Territo~ies, particularly Zimbabwe and Namibia, are 
the hentage of the peoples of those Territories and 
that th~ ~xploitati~:>n of those resources by foreign 
ec~mo~mc I?t~rests m c~njunction with the illegal racist 
n:monty regi?Jes ~onstitutes a direct violation of the 
nghts of the mhabitants and of the principles stated in 
the. Charter and all relevant resolutions of the United 
Nations, 

Noting with profound concern that the colonial 
Powers a~d certa!n ~tates, through their activities in 
the. coloma~ Ternt~r!es, have. continued to disregard 
Umted Naho1_1s deciSI~ms relatmg to the item and that 
they have failed to Implement in particular General 
Assembly resolutions 2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970 
and 31/7 of 5 November 1976, by which the Assembly 
called up<;m the colonial Powers and those Govern
ments which had not yet done so to take legislative, 

S 
1 9fficial Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-ucond 

J!{ton, Supplement No. 24, part two, chap. VI; and annex 
2 A/~2/109(Rev.l-S/12344/Rev.l, annex V. For the printed 

~xt, se,~ 0/ficwl Records of the Security Council, Thirty-ucond 
e
3
ar, Supplement for ~uly,, Aug_ust and September 1977. 

E 7 
A/CONF.91/9 (Un.tted Nattons publica-tion, Sales No. 

. 7.XIV.2), sect. X. 
4 A/32/310, annex I, resolution CM/Re.t.553 (XXIX). 
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administrative or other measures in order to put an end 
to enterprises in colonial Territories, particularly in 
Africa, which are owned by their nationals or bodies 
corporate under their jurisdic_tion, whenever ~uch ~nter
prises are detrimental to the mterests of the _mhabttants 
of those Territories, and to prevent new mvestments 
which run counter to such interests, 

Condemning the intensified activities of those foreign 
economic, financial and other interests which continue 
to exploit the natural and human resources of _the 
colonial Territories and to accumulate and repatnate 
huge profits to the detriJ?ent of the inte~ests of the 
inhabitants, particularly m southern Afnca, thereby 
impeding the realization by the peoples of the Ter
ritories of their legitimate aspirations for self-deter
mination and independence, 

Strongly condemning the s_upport whic~ the rac~st 
minority regime of South Afnca and t?e Jlleg~l ractst 
minority regime in Southern R?odesm _contmue to 
receive from those foreign economtc, financtal and other 
interests which are collaborating with them in their 
exploitation of the natural and human _res_ources of, 
and in the further entrenchment of thetr tllegal and 
racialist domination over, the international Territory 
of Namibia and the Non-Self-Governing Territory of 
Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), respectively, 

Strongly condemning the investment of foreign capital 
in the illegal production of ura_nium and the collabo~a
tion by certain Western countnes and ?th~r States wtth 
the racist minority regime of South Afnca m the nuclear 
field which, by providing that regime with nuclear 
equipment and technology, enables the latter to deve~op 
nuclear and military capabilities, thereby promotmg 
South Africa's continued illegal occupation of Namibia 
as well as its growth as a nuclear Power, 

Deeply concerned at the fact that foreign economic, 
financial and other interests continue to deprive the 
indigenous populations of ?ther colonial ~erritories, 
including those in the Canbbean and Pactfi~ Ocean 
regions, of their rights over the wealth of t~e1r coun
tries and at the continued loss of ownership of land 
by the inhabitants of the Territories as a result of ~he 
failure of the administering Powers to take effective 
steps to safeguard such ownership, 

Conscious of the continuing need to mobilize world 
public opinion against the ~nvolvem~nt of foreig!l e~o
nomic financial and other mterests m the explOitatiOn 
of natural and human resources, which impedes the 
independence of colonial Territories, particularly in 
Africa, 

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the peoples of 
dependent ·Territories to self-determination and inde
pendence and to the enjoyment of the natural resources 
of their Territories, as well as their right to dispose of 
those resources in their best interests; 

2. Reaffirms the relevant provisions of the Maputo 
Declaration in Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe 
and Namibia and the Programme of Action for the 
Liberation of Zimbabwe and Namibia, adopted by the 
International Conference in Support of the Peoples of 
Zimbabwe and Namibia, as well as the Lagos Declara
tion for Action against Apartheid adopted by the World 
Conference for Action against Apartheid; 

3. Reiterates that any administering or occupying 
Power which deprives the colonial peoples of the 
exercise of their legitimate rights over their natural 

resources or subordinates the rights and interests of 
those peoples to foreign economic and financial in
terests violates the solemn obligations it has assumed 
under the Charter of the United Nations; 

4. Reaffirms that, by their depletive exploitation of 
natural resources, the continued accumulation and· re
patriation of huge profits and the use of those profits 
for the enrichment of foreign settlers and the entrench
ment of colonial domination over the Territories, the 
activities of foreign economic, financial and other in
terests Of'erating at present in the colonial TerritorieS 
of southern Africa constitute a major obstacle to 
political independence and to the enjoyment of the 
natural resources of those Territories by the indigenous 
inhabitants; 

5. Condemns the activities of foreign economic and 
other interests in the colonial Territories that impede 
the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and 
the efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial 
discrimination; 

6. Strongly condemns all States which collaborate 
politically, diplomatically, economically and militarily 
with South Africa in flagrant violation of the relevant 
United Nations resolutions, particularly the United 
States of America, France, the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Federal Re-. 
public of Germany, Israel, Japan, Belgium and Italy; 

7. Strongly condemns the United States, France, 
the Federal Republic of Germany and Israel for col
laborating with South Africa in nuclear matters and 
requests all Governments to refrain from supplying the 
racist minority regime of South Africa, directly or in· 
directly, with installations that might enable it to 
produce uranium, plutonium and other nuclear mate
rials, reactors or military equipment; 

8. Calls once agllin upon all Governments which 
have not done so to take legislative, administrative or 
other measures in respect of their nationals and the 
bodies corporate under their jurisdiction who own and 
operate enterprises in colonial Territories, particularly 
in Africa, which are detrimental to the interests of the 
inhabitants of those Territories, in order to put an end 
to such enterprises and to prevent new investments 
that run counter to the interests of the inhabitants of 
those Territories; 

9. Requests ali States to refrain from any invest
ments in, or loans to, the minority racist regimes in 
southern Africa and to refrain from any agreements or 
measures to promote trade or other economic relations 
with them; 

10. Expresses its conviction that the scope of the 
sanctions adopted against the illegal regime in Southern 
Rhodesia should be expanded to cover all the measures 
contemplated in Article 41 of the Charter and expresses 
the hope that the Security Council will envisage adopt· 
ing appropriate measures to this end; 

11. Condemns all violations of the mandatory sanc
tions imposed by the Security Council against the illegal 
racist minority regime in Southern Rhodesia, as well 
as the continued failure of certain Member States to 
enforce those sanctions, as being contrary to the obliga· 
tions assumed by them under Article 25 of the Charter; 

12. Requests ali States to take effective measures 
to end the supply of funds and other forms of assi~tt• 
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ance, including military supplies and equipment, to 
those regimes which use such assistance to repress the 
peoples of the colonial Territories and their national 
liberation movements; 

13. Calls once again upon all States to discontinue 
all economic, financial or trade relations with South 
Africa concerning Namibia and to refrain from entering 
into economic, financial or other relations with South 
Africa, acting on behalf of or concerning Namibia, 
which may lend support to its continued illegal oc
cupation of that Territory; 

14. Requests all oil-producing or oil-exporting coun
tries which supply crude oil and petroleum products 
to the racist regime of South Africa to cease forthwith 
all exports of crude oil and petroleum products to the 
racist regimes in sout~ern Africa and to take the neces
sary measures against oil companies which, in violation 
of the United Nation.'-> resolutions on sanctions, continue 
to deliver oil to those regimes; 

15. Strongly condemns the racist minority regime 
of South Africa which, in violation of the relevant reso
lutions of the United Nations and in open contravention 
of its specific obligations under Article 25 of the 
Charter, continues to collaborate with the illegal racist 
minority regime in Southern Rhodesia, and calls upon 
that Government to cease immediately all forms of 
collaboration with the illegal racist minority regime in 
Southern Rhodesia; 

16. Invites all Governments and organizations 
within the United Nations system, having regard to the 
relevant provisions of the Declaration on the Estab
lishment of a New International Economic Order, con
tained in General Assembly resolution 3201 (S-VI) of 
1 May 197 4, and of the Charter of Economic Righis 
and Duties of States, contained in Assembly resolution 
3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, to ensure, in 
particular, that the permanent sovereignty of the colo
nial Territories over their natural resources is fully 
respected and safeguarded; · 

17. Calls upon the administering Powers to abolish 
every discriminatory and- unjust wage system which· 
prevails in the Territories under their administratiun 
and to apply in each Territory a uniform system of 
wages to all the inhabitants without any discrimination; 

18. Requests the Secretary-General to undertake, 
through the Office of Public Information of the Secre
tariat, a sustained and wide campaign with a view to 
informing world public opinion of the facts concerning 
the pillaging of natural resources and the exploitation 
of the indigenous populations by foreign monopolies 
and the support they render to the colonialist and racist 
regimes; 

19. Requests the Special Committee on the Situa
tion with regard to the Implementation of the De
claration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples to continue to examine this 
question and to report thereon to the General Assembly 
at its thirty-third session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

At its 83rd plenary meeting, on 28 November 1977, the General Assembly, 
by 101 votes to 12, with 28 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted 
by the Fourth Committee in its.report (A/32/342, para. 9). For the final text, 
see resolution 32/35.5 

5 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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NoTE. This check list includes the documents pertaining to agenda item 94 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description Observations and referencu 

A/32/23 (part III) 
and Corr.2 

Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples (chap. IV) 

Mimeographed. For the printed 
text, see Official Records 
of the General Assembly, 
Thirty-second Session, Sup
plement No. 23 (A/32/23/ 
Rev. I), chap. IV 

A/321235 

A/C.4/32/L.l ancJ 
Corr.l 

Letter dated 23 September 1977 from the representative of the Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya to the Secretary-General transmitting the texts of 
the resolutions adopted by the Eighth Islamic Conference of Foreign 
Ministers 

Draft resolution 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/32/342, paras. 7 
and 9 

-• •~-~-~-c--··--·-~-~--=----------------------·---
Printl'd m U.S.A. 3fJ582-h:bJlfaf\ l'ii'J---2.11)(1 



United Nations 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 
Official Records 

Agenda items 95 and 12 

ANNEXES 

THIRTY-SECOND SESSION 

NEW YORK, 1977 

Agenda item 95 :.Y. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and the international institutions associated 
with the United Nations:.Y..Y. 

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General 

Agenda item l2:.Y. Report of the Economic and Social Councii.Y..Y. [chapter VII (section E).Y.~.Y.J 

CONTENTS 
Title Document No. 

A/32/354 Report of the Fourth Committee ................................................... . 

p,,. 
1 

4 

4 

Action taken by the General Assembly .................................................................... . 

Cheek list of documents ................................................................................. . 

*For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Fourth Committee, 
8th and lOth to 20th meetings; ibid., Fourth Committee, Sesswnal Fascicle, ~:orrigmdum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 83rd 
meeting. 

*'~Since 1972, this question has been discussed by the Genera.! Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-seventh session 
(agenda items 68 and 12), twenty-eighth session (items 7 4 and 12), twenty-nimh session (items 69 and 12), thirtieth session 
(items 91 and 12) and thirty-first session (items 88 and 12). 

*** For the documentation concerning the other parts of the report of the Economic and Social Council, see the annex 
fascicle for agenda item 12. 

DOCUMENT A/32/354 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-second session the following items: 

"95. Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples by the specialized agencies 
and the international institutions associated 
with the United Nations: 

" (a) Report of the Special Committee on 
the Situation with regard to the Im
plementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples; 

" (b) Reports of the Secretary General"; 

"12. Report of the Economic and Social Council". 

2. At the same meeting, the General Assembly de
cided to allocate to the Fourth Committee agenda item 
95, together with chapter VII, section E, of the report 
of the Economic and Social Council on the work of its 
organizational session for 1977, of its third special 
session and of its sixty-second and sixty-third sessions 
(A/32/3), relating to the item. 

1 

[Original: En gUsh] 
[21 November 1977] 

3. At its 5th meeting, on 7 October 1977, the 
Fourth Committee decided to hold a general debate 
covering agenda items 24, 90, 93, 95 and 12, 96 and 
97, on the understanding that individual draft reso
lutions on matters covered by those items would be 
considered separately. 

4. The Committee considered items 95 and 12 at its 
8th and 1Oth to 20th meetings, between 26 October 
and 9 November 1977. 

5. At the 8th meeting, the Rapporteur of the Spe
cial Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in
troduced chapter VI of the report of that Committee 
(A/32/23 (part V) ), relating to the question of the 
implementation of the Declaration. 

6. In addition, the Fourth Committee had before it 
chapter VII, section E, of the report of the Economic 
and Social Council, relating to the item. The Committee 
also had before it the reports of the Secretary-General 
relating to the items, submitted in pursuance of para
graph 12 (a) and (b) of General Assembly resolution 
31/30 of 29 November 1976 (A/32/87 and Add.l-3 
and A/32/286), as well as a related note by the 
Secretariat (A/ AC.l 09 /L.117 4). 

Annexes (32) 95 and 12 
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7. The general debate covering the items referred 
to in paragraph 3 above took place at the 1Oth to 
20th meetings, between 31 October and 9 November. 

8. At the 16th meeting, on 7 November, the repre
sentative of Bulgaria introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.4/32/L.3 ), which was finally sponsored by the 
following Member States: Algeria, Angola, Bahamas, 
Barbados, Benin, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelo
russian Soviet Socialist Republic, Central African Em
pire, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Madagascar, Mali, Mongolia, Mozambique, Niger, Pa
kistan, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Repub
lic, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Viet 
Nam, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia. 

9. At its 20th meeting, on 9 November, the 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/32/L.3 by 
130 votes to none, with 4 abstentions (see para. 10 
below). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, 
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Ban
gladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, 
Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorus
sian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Cape Verde, 
Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Re
public, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jama
hiriya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, 
Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Mo
rocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New 
Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, 
Romania, Rwanda, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Spain, 
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden. Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab 
Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United Re
public of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 
Abstaining: France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America. 

Recommendation of the Fourth Committee 

10. The Fourth Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE 
GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUN
TRIES AND PEOPLES BY THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE UNITED NATIONS 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the item entitled "Implementation 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Coloni·al Countries and Peoples by the specialized 
agencies and the international institutions associated 
with the United Nations", 

Recalling the Declaration on the Granting of In
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, con
tained in its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960, and the programme of action for the full im
plementation of the Declaration, contained in its reso-, 
lution 2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970, as well as all 
other relevant resolutions adopted by the General 
Assembly and the Security Council on this subject, in
cluding in particular Assembly resolution 31/30 ·of 
29 November 1976, 

Having examined the reports submitted on the item 
by the Secretary-General (A/32/87 and Add.l-3 and 
A/32/286; A/AC.109/L.l174), the Economic and 
Social Council (A/32/3, chap. VII, sect. E) and the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
(A/32/23 (part V) ), as well as the related report of 
the United Nations Council for Namibia,! 

Taking into account the Maputo Declaration in Sup
port of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia and the 
Programme of Action for the Liberation of Zimbabwe 
and Namibia,2 adopted by the International Conference 
in Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia, 
held at Maputo from 16 to 21 May 1977, as well as 
the Lagos Declaration for Action against Apartheid,3 

adopted by the World Conference for Action against 
Apartheid, held at Lagos from 22 to 26 August 1977, 

Convinced that the struggle of the peoples of Zim
babwe and Namibia for self-determination and inde
pendence has entered its final and most crucial stage 
and that it is therefore incumbent upon the entire inter
national community to intensify concerted action in 
support of the peoples gf Zimbabwe and Namibia and 
their national liberation movements for the attainment 
of this goal, 

Deeply conscious of the critical need of the peoples 
of Zimbabwe and Namibia and of other colonial Ter
ritories for concrete assistance from the specialized 
agencies and the international institutions associated 
with the United Nations in their struggle for liberation 
from colonial rule and in their efforts to consolidate 
their national independence, 

Reaffirming the responsibility of the specialized 
agencies and other organizations within the United 
Nations system to take all effective measures, within 
their respective spheres of competence, to ensure the 
full and speedy implementation of the Declaration and 
other relevant resolutions of the United Nations, par
ticularly in the provision of moral and material as~ist
ance, on a priority basis, to the peoples of the colonial 
Territories and their national liberation movements, 

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seconG 
Session, Supplement No. 24, part two, chaps. II .and V; an( 
aiJJnexes III, IX and X. 

2A/321109/Rev.I-S/12344/Rev.l, ,annex V. For the printec 
text, see Official Records of the Security Council, Thirtv-secom 
Year, Supplement for July, August and September 1977. 

s A/CONF.91/9 (United Nations publications, Sales No 
E.77.XIV.2), sect. X. 
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Noting with concern that, although there has been 

progress in the extension of assistance to refugees from 
the colonial Territories in Africa, the actions taken 
hitherto by the organizations concerned in providing 
assistance to the peoples of the Territories through 
their national liberation movements continue to remain 
inadequate to meet the urgent needs of these peoples, 

Expressing its confident hope that closer contacts and 
consultations between the specialized agencies and 
other organizations within the United Nations system 
and the Organization of African Unity and the na
tional liberation movements of the colonial Territories 
will help to overcome procedural and other difficulties 
which have impeded or delayed the implementation 
of some assistance programmes, 

Welcoming with satisfaction the report of the mis
sion dispatched by the United Nations Council for 
Namibia to specialized agencies and other organiza
tions within the United Nations system with head
quarters in Europe~ and the recommendations con
tained therein, to which reference is made in the 
Maputo Declaration, 

Expressing its appreciation to the General Secre
tariat of the Organization of African Unity for the 
continued co-operation and assistance extended by it 
to the organizations within the United Nations system 
in connexion with the implementation of the relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations, 

Mindful of the necessity to keep under continuous 
review the acrivities of the specialized agencies and 
other organizations within the United Nations system 
in the implementation of the various decisions relating 
to decolonization, 

I. Approves the chapter of the report of the Spe
cial Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
relating to the item (A/32/23 (part V)); 

2. Reaffirms that the recognition by the General 
Assembly, the Security Council and other United 
Nations organs of the legitimacy of the struggle of 
colonial peoples to achieve freedom and independence 
entails, as a corollary, the extension by the organiza
tions within the United Nations system of all necessary 
moral and material assistance to the peoples of the 
colonial Territories and their national liberation move
ments; 

3. Reiterates the appeal contained in the Maputo 
Declaration in Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe 
and Namibia and the Programme of Action for the 
Liberation of Zimbabwe and Namibia to the interna
tional community to redouble its assistance to the 
peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia and their national 
liberation movements during this crucial phase in their 
struggle for freedom and independence; 

4. Expresses its appreciation to certain specialized 
agencies and organizations within the United Nations 
system which have continued to co-operate in varying 
degrees with the United Nations in the implementation 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples and other relevant 
resolutions of the General Assembly; 

4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second 
Session, Supplement No. 24, annex III. 

5. Expresses its concern that the assistance ex
tended so far by the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system to 
the colonial peoples, particularly those of Zimbabwe 
and Namibia, and to their national liberation move
ments is far from adequate in relation to the actual 
needs of the peoples concerned; 

6. Regrets that the World Bank and the Interna
tional Monetary Fund have not yet taken the necessary 
measures towards the full and speedy implementation 
of the Declaration and other relevant resolutions of 
the General Assembly, deplores in particular the fact 
that those agencies continue to maintain co-operation 
with the colonialist racist minority regime o£ South 
Africa and urges the executive heads of those agencies 
to draw the particular attention of the governing or
gans concerned to the present resolution with a view 
to formulating specific programmes beneficial to the 
peoples of the colonial Territories, particularly Zim
babwe and Namibia; 

7. Requests the specialized agencies and other or
ganizations within the United Nations system to render 
or continue to render, as a matter of urgency, all pos
sible moral and material assistance to the colonial 
peoples in Africa struggling for their liberation from 
colonial rule; 

8. Requests once again the specialized agencies 
and other organizations within the United Nations 
system to continue to provide all moral and material 
assistance to the newly independent and emerging 
States; 

9. Recommends that the organizations concerned 
should initiate or broaden contacts with the colonial 
peoples in consultation with the Organization of Afri
can Unity, review their procedures with respect to the 
formulation and the preparation of assistance pro
grammes and projects and introduce greater flexibility 
in these procedures so as to be able to extend the 
necessary assistance without delay to help the colonial 
peoples and their national liberation movements in 
their struggle to exercise their inalienable right to 
self-determination and independence in accordance 
with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV); 

I 0. Urges those specialized agencies and organi
zations within the United Nations system which have 
not already done so to include in the agenda of the 
regular meetings of their governing bodies a separate 
item on the progress made by those organizations in 
their implementation of the Declaration and other 
relevant resolutions of the United Nations; 

I 1. Urges once again the specialized agencies and 
other organizations within the United Nations system, 
in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the 
General Assembly. and the Security Council, to take 
all necessary measures to withhold any financial, eco
nomic, technical or other assistance from the Govern
ment of South Africa and the illegal regime in Southern 
Rhodesia, to discontinue all support to them until 
they restore to the peoples of Namibia and Zimbabwe 
their inalienable right to self-determination and inde
pendence and to refrain from taking any action which 
might imply recognition of, or support for, the legiti
macy of the domination of the Territories by those 
regimes; 

12. Notes with satisfaction the arrangements made 
by several specialized agencies and organizations 
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within the United Nations svstem which enable rep
resentatives of the national liberation movements rec
ognized by the Organization of African Unity to 
participate fully as observers in the proceedings re
lating to matters concerning their respective countries, 
and calls upon those agencies and organizations which 
have not yet done so to follow this example and to 
make the necessacy arrangements without delay; 

13. Recommends that all Governments should in
tensify their efforts in the specialized agencies and 
other organizations within the United Nations system 
of which they are members to ensure the full and 
effective implementation of the Declaration and other 
relevant resolutions of the United Nations and, in that 
connexion, should accord priority to the question of 
providing assistance on an emergency basis to peoples 
in the colonial Territories and to their national libera
tion movements; 

14. Urges the executive heads of the specialized 
agencies and other organizations within the United 
Nations system, having regard to the recommendations 
contained in paragraph 9 above, to formulate with 
the active co-operation of the Organization of African 
Unity and to submit, as a matter of priority, to their 
governing and legislative organs concrete proposals 

for the full implementation of the relevant United 
Nations decisions, in particular specific programmes 
of assistance to the peoples in the colonial Territories 
and their national liberation movements; 

15. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to 
assist the specialized agencies and other organizations 
within the United Nations system in working out ap-
propriate measures for implementing the present reso
lution and to prepare for submission to the relevant 
bodies, with the assistance of those agencies and other 
organizations, a report on the action taken since the 
circulation of his previous report in implementation 
of the relevant resolutions of the United Nations, 
including the present resolution; 

16. Requests the Economic and Social Council to 
continue to consider, in consultation with the Special 
Committee, appropriate measures for co-ordination of 
the policies and activities of the specialized agencies 
and other organizations within the United Nations 
system in implementing the relevant resolutions of the 
General Assembly; 

17. Requests the Special Committee to continue 
to examine this question and to report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-third session. 

ACTION TAK-EN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/32/3 

At its 83rd plenary meeting, on 28 November 1977, the General Assembly, 
by 139 votes to none, with 4 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted 
by the Fourth Committee in its report (A/32/354, para. 10) For the final text, 
see resolution 32/36.5 

,5 See Official Records oj the General Assembiy, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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Report of the Economic and Social Council on the work of its organi
zational session for I 977, of its third special session and of its sixty
second and sixty-third sessions 

Observations and re/ertmcts 

Official Records of the Ge11· 
era/ Assembly, Thirty-sec· 
ond Session, Supplement 
No.3 

A/32/23 (part V) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples (chap. VI) 

Ibid., Supplement No. 23 (A/ 
32/23/Rev.l), chap. VI 

A/32/87 and Add.l-3 

A/32/286 

AI AC.l09/L.ll74 

A/C.4/32/L.3 

Prmted in U.S.A. 

Report of the Secretary-General prepared in pursuance of paragraph 
12 (a) of General Assembly resolution 31130 

Report of the Secretary-General prepared in pursuance of paragraph 
12 (b) of General Assembly resolution 31130 

Note by the Secretariat transmitting information made available by the 
Office of Technical Co-operation in pursuance of General Assembly 
resolution 31130 

Draft resolution 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/32/354, paras. 8 
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mda item 69), twenty-eighth session (item 75), twenty-ninth session (item 70), thirtieth session (item 92) and 'thirty
session (item 89). 

DOCUMENT A/32/343 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
7, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
he General Committee, decided to include in the 
tda of its thirty-second session and to allocate to 
Fourth Committee the item entitled "United Nations 
tcational and Training Programme for Southern 
,ca: report of the Secretary-General". 

At its 5th meeting, on 7 October 1977, the 
rth Committee decided to hold a general debate 
~ring agenda items 24, 90, 93, 95 and 12, 96 

97, on the understanding that individual draft 
'lutions on matters covered by those items would be 
;idered separately •. 

The Committee considered item 96 at its 8th 
1Oth to 20th meetings, between 26 October and 9 
ember 1977. 

The Committee had before it the report of the 
etary-General relating to the item (A/32/283). 

, The general debate covering the items referred 
1 paragraph 2 above took place at the lOth to 20th 
tings, between 31 October and 9 November. 

At the 16th meeting, on 7 November, the 
esentative of Canada introduced a draft resolution 
C.4/32/L.7), which was finally sponsored by the 
1wing Member States: Angola. Argentina, Australia, 
tria, Botswana, Brazil, Burundi, Canada, Colombia, 
mark, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Germany, 
~ral Republic of, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
a, Indonesia, Ireland, Ivory Coast, Japan, Jordan, 
ya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
1ysia, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, 

[Original: English] 
[16 November 1977] 

Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Portugal, Sen
egal, Sierra Leone, Swaziland, Sweden, Svrian Arab 
Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, tJppet 
Volta, Venezuela, Zaire and Zambia. 

7. At its 20th meeting, on 9 November, the Com
mittee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/32/L.7 (see 
para. 8 below). 

Recommendation of the Fourth Committee 

8. The Fourth Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL AND TRAINING 
PROGRAMME FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA 

The General Assembly, 

RecallinR its resolutions on the United Nations 
Educational and Training Programme for Southern 
Africa, in particular resolution 31/31 of 29 November 
1976, 

Recallin!! further its resolution 31/126 of l6 De
cember 197 6 on emergency assistance for South African 
refugee students, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the Programme for 1976/77 (A/32/283), 

1 Annexes ( 32) 96 
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Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on emergency assistance for South African student 
refugees, 1 

Recognizing that, because of the continuing influx of 
refugee students from southern Africa into neighbour
ing States and the significant increases in the cost of 
educational and training awards, additional funds are 
essential if the Programme is to continue in operation 
at a satisfactory level, 

Reaffirming that the Programme has been a signifi
cant and worthwhile effort of the international com
munity and that its continuation and expansion during 
this crucial period are desirable, 

1 A/32/65 !lind Add.l. 

1. Expresses its appreciation to all those who ha 
made voluntary contributions to the United Natio 
Educational and Training Programme for Southe 
Africa; 

2. Commends the Secretary-General and the Ad· 
sory Committee on the United Nations Educatior 
and Training Programme for Southern Africa for t 
work they have accomplished in strengthening a 
expanding the Programme; 

3. Appeals once again to all States, organizatio 
and individuals to make generous contributions to t 
Programme in order to ensure its continuation a 
expansion in the light of the increased needs. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/32/283 

A/C.4/32/L. 7 

Printed in U.S.A. 

At its 83rd plenary meeting, on 28 November 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Fourth Committee in its report 
(A/32/343, para. 8). For the final text, see resolution 32/37.2 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/344 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-second session and to allocate to 
the Fourth Committee the item entitled "Offers by 
Member States of study and training facilities for in
habitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories: report of 
the Secretary-General". 

2. At its 5th meeting, on 7 October 1977, the 
Fourth Committee decided to hold a general debate 
covering agenda items 24, 90, 93, 95 and 12, 96 and 97, 
on the understanding that individual draft resolutions 
on matters covered by those items would be considered 
separately. 

3. The Committee considered item 97 at its 8th 
and 1Oth to 16th meetings, between 26 October and 
7 November 1977. 

4. The Committee had before it th~ report· of the 
Secretary-General relating to the item ( A/32/277). 

5. The general debate covering the items referred 
to in paragraph 2 above took place at the 1Oth to 20th 
meetings, between 31 October and 9 November. 

6. At the 15th meeting, on 4 November, the Chair
man drew attention to a draft resolution (A/C.4/32/ 
L.4), which was finally sponsored by the following 
Member States: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Austria, 
Brazil, Chad, Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea
Bissau, Haiti, India, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mali, Morocco, Mo
zambique, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, United Republic of Tanzania and Yugoslavia. 

7. At its 16th meeting, on 7 November, the Com
mittee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/32/L.4 (see 
para. 8 below). 

[Original: English] 
[16 November 1977] 

Recommendation of the Fourth Committee 

8. The Fourth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lution: 

Offers by Member States of study and training facilities 
for inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 31/32 of 29 November 1976, 

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General 
on offers by Member States of study and training fa
cilities for inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories 
(A/32/277), prepared under General Assembly reso
lution 845 (IX) of 22 November 1954, 

Bearing in mind the continued need to provide edu
cational and training facilities at all levels for the in
habitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to those Member 
States which have made scholarships available to the 
inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories; 

3. Invites all States to make or continue to make 
generous offers of study and training facilities to the 
inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories, partic
ularly those in southern Africa and, whenever possible, 
to provide travel funds to prospective students; 

4. Requests the administering Powers to ensure the 
widespread and continuous dissemination in the Ter
ritories under their administration of information re
lating to offers of study and training facilities made by 

I Annexes (32) 97 
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States and to provide all the necessary facilities to en
able students to avail themselves of such offers; 

6. Draws the attention of the Special Committee 
on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples to the present reso
lution. 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session on the 
implementation of the present resolution; 

Document No. 

A/321277 

A/C.4/32/L.4 

Printed in U.S.A. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 83rd plenary meeting, on 28 November 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Fourth Committee in its report 
(A/32/344, para. 8). For the final text, see resolution 32/38.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT Al321330 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-second session the question of finan
cial reports and accounts and to allocate it to the Fifth 
Committee. 

2. At its 8th to lOth meetings, on 4 and 6 Octo
ber 1977, the Fifth Committee considered the financial 
reports and accounts for the year ended 31 Decem
ber 1976 and the reports of the Board of Auditors con
cerning the United Nations Development Programme 
(AI3217 I Add.l), the United Nations Children's Fund 
(including the UNICEF Greeting Card Operation) 
(AI32/7 1 Add.2), the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (A132/ 
71 Add.3), the United Nations Institute for Training 
and Research ( Al32!7 I Add.4), the voluntary funds 
administered by the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (A/32/7 I Add.5) and the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities (AI32/71Add.7). 

3. The related report of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (AI32/145) 
covering the six sets of reports and accounts was also 
before the Committee. 

4. In an oral statement before the Fifth Committee 
at its 8th meeting, the Chairman of the Board of Audi
tors reported on the progress made by the Board in 
implementing the changes that, in 1976, it had decided 

[Original: English] 
[9 November 1977] 

to introduce to the existing auditing procedures in order 
to ensure that they met the changing requirements of 
the United Nations system. 

5. At the start of the consideration of this item, 
the Committee had before it a draft resolution (AIC.5/ 
321L.4), proposed by the Chairman of the Committee, 
which read as follows: 

[Same text as the preamble and operative para
graphs 1-3 of the draft resolution contained in para
graph 11 below.] 

6. An amendment (AIC.5132/L.5) to the draft 
resolution was submitted by Ghana, whereby the fol
lowing paragraph would be added as operative para
graph 4: 

"4. Requests the Board of Auditors to include 
in all its future audit reports to the General Assembly 
a chapter indicating remedial measures taken to cor
rect financial management practices previously com
mented on by the Board of Auditors." 
7. At the 9th meeting, the representative of Ghana 

introduced a revised version of the amendment which 
incorporated an oral subamendment proposed by the 
representative of the Federal Republic of Germany. 
The revised amendment ( A/C.5 1321L.5 IRev.l) read 
as follows: 

[Same text as operative paragraph 4 of the draft reso
lution contained in paragraph 11 below.] 
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8. The representative of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland orally proposed, 
with reference to operative paragraphs 1 and 2 of the 
draft resolution, that the General Assembly accept the 
audit opinion of the Board of Auditors "as qualified 
by the observations and comments of the Advisory 
Committee". The United Kingdom subsequently with
drew the amendment. 

9. The comments and observations made in the 
course of the discussion or' this item and the replies 
to queries raised are reflected in the summary records 
of the meetings (AIC.51321SR.8-10). 

Decision of the Committee 

10. At its lOth meeting, the Committee adopted, 
without objection, the draft resolution (AIC.51321L.4) 
as amended by the revised amendment (AIC.51321 
L.5 IRev.l), including a small revision suggested by 
the Chairman. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

11. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lution: 

FINANCIAL REPORTS AND ACCOUNTS, AND REPORTS 
OF THE BOARD OF AUDITORS 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the financial reports and accounts 

for the year ended 31 December 1976 of the United 
Nations Development Programme ( Al32!7 1 Add.l, 
chaps. I and Ill), of the United Nations Children's 
Fund (AI3217 I Add.2, part one, chaps. I and III, and 
part two, chaps. I and III), of the United Nations Re
lief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 

Near East (A132!7 I Add.3, chap. II), of the United 
Nations Institute for Training and Research (A13217 I 
Add.4, chaps. I and III), of the voluntary funds ad
ministered by the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (AI3217 I Add.5, chap. II) and of the 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities (AI321 
7 I Add. 7, chaps. I and III), the audit opinions of the 
Board of Auditors (AI3217 I Add.1, chap. II; Al32!7 I 
Add.2, part one, chap. II, and part two, chap. II; A1321 
7 I Add.3, chap. I; Al3217 I Add.4, chap. II; A13217 I 
Add.5, chap. I; and Al32!7 I Add.7, chap. II, respect
ively) and the report of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A1321145), 

1. Accepts the financial reports and accounts and 
the audit opinions of the Board of Auditors; 

2. Takes note of the observations and comments 
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud
getary Questions; 

3. Requests the executive heads of the organiza
tions and programmes concerned to take such remedial 
action as may be required by the comments and obser
vations of the Board of Auditors ( Al3217 I Add.l, 
chap. IV; A132!7 I Add.2, part one, chap. IV, and 
part two, chap. IV; Al32/7 I Add.3, chap. III; Al321 
7 I Add.4, chap. IV; Al3217 I Add.5, chap. Ill; A1321 
71Add.7, chap. IV); 

4. Requests the Board of Auditors to include in 
all its future audit reports to the General Assembly a 
chapter drawing attention to any failures by the organi
zations concerned to take the necessary measures to 
rectify inadequate financial management practices al
ready commented on by the Board of Auditors to the 
extent that the comments have been endorsed by the 
Assembly. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

Al3217 I Add.! 

Al3217 I Add.2 

Al3217 I Add.3 

Al32/7 I Add.4 

At its 66th plenary meeting, on 11 November 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report 
(AI321330, para. 11). For the final text, see resolution 32116.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/488 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

I. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly decided to include this 
item in the agenda of its thtrty-second sesc;ion and to 
allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. In its consideration of the item, the Committee 
had before it the following documents: 

(a) The report of the Secretary-General on the 
budget and programme performance of the United Na
tions for the biennium 1976-1977 (A/C.5/32/80 and 
Add.1); 

(b) A note by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/ 
82) transmitting the final performance report on the 
programme budget of the International Trade Centre 
for the biennium 1976-1977; 

(c) The report of the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions (A/32/491 and 
Corr.l ) containing its observations and recommenda
tions on the above-mentioned documents. 

3. In his report (A/C.5/32/80, para. 4 ), the Sec
retary-General indicated that the total requirements for 
1976-1977 were currently estimated at some $2.7 mil
lion less than the net appropriations of $657,045,600 
approved by the General Assembly in resolution 31/207 
of 22 December 1976, and request~d approval of re
vised estimates in a net amount of $654,330,900, con
sisting of a total revised expenditure of $789,488,900 
and revised income of $135,158,000. 

4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee in
troduced that Committee's report in an oral statement 
before the Fifth Committee. 

5. At the 71st meeting, the representative of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics introduced a draft 
resolution (A/C.5/32/L.47) (for the text, see para. 13 
below, draft resolution I) . 

6. The Committee adopted the draft resolution 
without a vote. 

1 

[Original: English] 
[20 December 1977] 

7. At the same meeting, the representative of Ghana 
introduced a draft decision (A/C.5/32/L.48), which 
read as follows: 

[Same text as the draft decision contained in para
graph 14 (a) below, with the exception of the last 
phrase, which read: 

"to ensure that the final performance report is sub
mitted by the first week of December of each year."] 

He orally revised the last part of the decision (see 
para. 14 (a) below). 

8. The Committee adopted the draft decision, as 
revised, without a vote (see para. 14 (a) below). 

9. Comments made in the course of the discussion 
of this question are reflected in the summary record 
of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.71). 

10. The Committee then approved by 77 votes 
to 8, with 3 abstentions, a total revised gross expen
diture in the amount of $789,488,900 (see para. 13 be
low, draft resolution II A). 

11. Total revised estimates of income in the amount 
of $135,158,000 were approved without a vote (see 
para. 13 below, draft resolution II B) . 

12. The Committee then decided, without objec
tion, to recommend to the General Assembly that it 
should take note of the performance report on the 
programme budget of the International Trade Centre 
for the biennium 1976-1977 (A/C.S/32/82) (see 
para. 14 (b) below). 

Recommendatioru of the Fifth Committee 

13. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lutions: 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Implementation of General Assembly resolutions 
3534 (XXX), 31/93 and 31/193 

eluding reductions in General Service posts, and re
quested the Secretary-General to report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session on such reductions 
as may have been made, 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 3534 (XXX) of 17 Decem

ber 1975, in which it requested the Secretary-General, 
inter alia, to include in the performance reports on the 
United Nations programme budgets relevant informa
tion on the staff and resources released as a result of 
the completion, reduction, reorganization, merging, 
elimination or otherwise of the United Nations pro
grammes, projects or activities, 

Noting with deep concern that the above-mentioned 
provisions of resolutions 3534 (XXX), 31/93 and 
31/193 have not been implemented, 

Urges the Secretary-General to ensure the implemen
tation of the above-mentioned provisions of General 
Assembly resolutions 3534 (XXX) and 31/93 in the 
preparation of the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1980-1981 and the performance report on 
the programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977 

A 

Recalling also its resolution 31/93 of 14 Decem
ber 1976, in which it stressed the responsibility of the 
Secretary-General to draw to the attention of the com
petent intergovernmental bodies activities that are ob
solete, of marginal usefulness or ineffective, indicating 
the resources which could be released so that the bodies 
concerned may take the necessary action, 

Recalling further its resolution 31 I 193 B of 22 De
cember 1976, in which, inter alia, it decided that all 
financial implications of a decision to raise salaries at 
Geneva should be covered by savings in the implementa
tion of the United Nations budget for 1976-1977, in-

Final budget appropriations for the biennium 1976-1977 
The General Assembly 
Resolves that for the biennium 1976-1977: 
1. The amount of $US 783,932,900, appropriated 

by its resolution 31/207 A of 22 December 1976, shall 
be increased by $US 5,556,000 as follows: 

Section 

PART I. Over-all policy-making, direction 
and co-ordination 

1. Over-all policy-making, direction and co-
ordination ........................... . 

TOTAL, PART J' 

PART II. Political and peace-keeping ac-
tivities 

2. Political and Security Council affairs; peace-
keeping activities ..................... . 

TOTAL, PART II 

PART III. Political, trusteeship and decolo
nization activities 

3. Political affairs, trusteeship and decoloniza-
tion activities ........................ . 

TOTAL, PART III 

PART IV. Economic, social and humanita· 
rian activities 

4. Pol.icy:making organs (economic and social 
actiVIties) ........................... . 

SA. Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

58. United Nations Centre on Transnational 
Corporations ........................ . 

6. Economic Commission for Europe ..... . 

7. Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific ..................... .. 

8. Economic Commission for Latin America . 

9. Economic Commission for Africa ...... . 

10. Economic Commission for Western Asia .. 

11. United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development ........................ . 

Amount 
appropriated 
by resolution 

31/207 A 

Increase 
or 

(decrease) 
Final 

appropriation 

(United States dollars) 

21 188 900 617 800 21806 700 

21188 900 617 800 21806 700 

47 086 400 (493 900) 46 592 500 

4 7 086 400 ( 493 900) 46 592 500 

8 160 000 (832 000) 

8 160 000 (832 000) 

3 464100 (80 500) 

41 514 500 (1168 200) 

2 993 800 (355 100) 

15 202 100 1 491 500 

15 238 500 

18 336 200 

194 500 

543 200 

18 975 500 (1103 300) 

9 826 200 (188 300) 

48 449 300 (653 400) 

7 328 000 

7 328 000 

3 383 600 

40 346 300 

2 638 700 

16 693 600 

15 433 000 

18 879 400 

17 872 200 

9 637 900 

47 795 900 
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Section 
12. United Nations Industrial Development Or-

ganization 0 o 0 •••••• 0 • 0 ••••••••••••• 0 •• 

13A. United Nations Environment Programme . 

13B. Habitat: United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements . 0 0 0 0 • 0 • 0 •• 0 •••••• 0 • 

14. International narcotics control .. 0 • 0 • 0 • 0 0 • 

15. Regular programme of technical assistance 

16. Office of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees ........ 0 •• 0 •••• 0 ••• 

17. Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief 
Co-ordinator ................. 0 ••••••• 

TOTAL, PART IV 

PART V. Human rights 

18. Human rights 

TOTAL, PART V 

PART VI. International Court of Justice 

19. International Court of Justice 0. 0. 0 •••• 0 

ToTAL, PART VI 

PART VII. Legal activities 

20. Legal activities 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 •• 0 0 ••••• 0 ••• 0 •• 

TOTAL, PART VII 

PART VIII. Common services 

21. Public information .. 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 0 ••••••• 

22. Administration, management and general 
services 0 •• 0 •••• 0 •• 0 •• 0 ••• 0 0 •••••••••• 

23. Conference and library services .. 0 •• 0 ••• 

TOTAL, PART VIII 

PART IX. Special erpenses 

24. United Nations bond issue .. 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 0 0 

TOTAL, PART IX 

PART X. Staff assessment 

25. Staff assessment . 0 0 •• 0 •••••• o 0 0 •• 0 •• 0 0 

ToTAL, PART X 

PART XI. Capital expenditures 

26. Construction, alteration, improvement and 
major maintenance of premises .. 0 •• 0 0 •• o 

TOTAL, PART XI 

GRAND TOTAL 

Amount 
appropriated 
by resolution 

31/207 A 

Increase 
or 

(decrease) 
Final 

appropriation 

(United States dollars) 

46 087 100 

6 047 000 

957 500 

4 361 900 

20 092 900 

15 945 400 

1 551 000 

(73 700) 

(1 500) 

98 400 

46 013 400 

6 045 500 

1055 900 

177 900 4 539 800 

(843 000) 19 249 900 

332 100 16 277 500 

(19 200) 1 531 800 

269 043 000 (1 648 600) 267 394 400 

6422 000 (48 500) 6 373 500 

6422 000 (48 500) 6 373 500 

5 179 700 41 500 5 221 200 

5 179 700 41 500 5 221200 

8 031 000 (420 600) 7 610 400 

8 031 000 (420 600) 7 610400 

30 241 100 171 800 30412 900 

136 229 100 2 017 900 138 247 000 

108 534 600 (1 386 500) 107 148 100 

275 004 800 803 200 275 808 000 

17199 000 (175 000) 17 024 000 

17 199 000 (175 000) 17 024 000 

108 570 900 7 229 100 115 800 000 

108 570 900 7 229 1 00 115 800 000 

18 047 200 483 000 18 530 200 

18 047 200 483 000 18 530 200 

783 932 900 5 556 000 789 488 900 

3 

2. The Secretary-General shall be authorized to 
transfer credits between sections of the budget with the 
concurrence of the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions; 

3. The total net provision made under the various 
sections of the budget for contractual printing shall 
be administered as a unit under the direction of the 
United Nations Publications Board; 
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4. The appropriations for technical assistance pro
grammes under section 15 shall be administered in ac
cordance with the Financial Regulations of the United 
Nations, except that the definition of obligations and 
the period of validity of obligations shall be subject to 
the following procedures: 

(a) Obligations for personal services established in 
the current biennium shall be valid for the succeeding 
biennium, provided that appointments of the experts 
concerned are affected by the end of the current bien
nium and that the total period to be covered by obliga
tions established for these purposes against the resources 
of the current biennium shall not exceed twenty-four 
man-months; 

(b) Obligations established in the current biennium 
for fellowships shall remain valid until liquidated, 
provided that the fellow bas been nominated by the 
requesting Government and accepted by the Organiza
tion and that a formal letter of award has been issued 
to the requesting Government; 

lnetnM~ectl6n 

PAJlT I. Income from staD assessment 

(c) Obligations in respect of contracts or purchase 
orders for supplies or equipment recorded in the cur
rent biennium will remain valid until payment is effected 
to the contractor or vendor, unless they are cancelled; 

5. In addition to the appropriations voted under 
paragraph 1 above, an amount of $27,000 is appro
priated for each year of the biennium 1976-1977 from 
the accumulated income of the Library Endowment 
Fund for the purchase of books, periodicals, maps and 
library equipment and for such other expenses of the 
Library at the Palais des Nations as are in accordance 
with the objects and provisions of the endowment. 

B 
Final income estimates for the biennium 1976-1977 

The General Assembly 
Resolves that for the biennium 1976-1977: 
1. The estimates of income other than assess

ments on Member States approved by its resolution 
31/207 B of 22 December 1976 shall be increased by 
$US 8,270,700 as follows: 

Amo1111t 
approwd l,cr_tJS~ 

by nMJiutlon or Jfnl•d 
Jl/207 B (d~CJW4S-) ~stlmates 

(Unlt~d Stat~s dollars) 

1. Income frbm staff assessment ............. . 110149 800 7 660200 117810000 

TOTAL, PAJlT I 110 149 800 7660 200 117810000 

PuT II. Other income 

2. General illcome 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 • 00 00 00 00 10188 soo (64 800) 10123 700 

3. Revenue-producing activities 6 S49 000 61S 300 7 224 300 

TOTAL, PUT II 16 737 500 610 500 17 348 000 

GRAND TOTAL 126 887 300 8 270 700 135 1S8 000 

2. The income from staff assessment shall be cred
ited to the Tax Equalization Fund in accordance with 
the provisions of General Assembly resolution 973 (X) 
of 1S December 1955; 

3. Direct expenses of the United Nations Postal 
Administration, services to visitors, catering and related 
services, television services and the sale of publications, 
not provided for under the budget appropriations, sha11 
be charged against the income derived from those 
activities. 

• • • 
14. The Fifth Committee also recommends to the 

General Assembly that it: 

(a) Decide that the Secretary-General, in the con
text of the performance report on the programme bud
get, should ensure that important elements thereof 
which require detailed consideration by the Fifth Com
mittee are reported on separately by means of special 
reports, which should be circulated sufficiently in ad
vance to permit adequate consideration by the Com
mittee, and take all measures necessary so as to ensure 
that the final performance report is made available to 
delegations not later than the end of the first week of 
December of each year; 

(b) Take note of the performance report on the 
programme budget of the International Trade Centre 
for the biennium 1976-1977 (A/C.5/32/82). 

ACfiON TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its llOtb plenary meeting, on 21 December 1977, the General Assembly 
voted on draft resolutions I and II A and B submitted by the Fifth Committee in 
its report (A/32/488, para. 13). Draft resolution I was adopted without objection; 
draft resolution II A was adopted by a recorded vote of 122 to none, with 4 absten-
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tions; draft resolution II B was adopted by consensus. For the final texts, see 
resolutions 32/201 and 32/202 A and B.1 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the recommendations made by the 
Fifth Committee in paragraph 14 of the same report (see decision 32/4491 ). 

1 See Of!icial Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement No. 45. 

CHECK UST OF DOCUMENTS 

NoTE. This check list includes the documents pertaining to agenda item 99 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

TUw or de~erll'tlort ObHn~•tloru ~ tw/ernt«l 

s 

Honoraria for the members of the Human Rights Committee: report 
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

See Of!icial Records of the 
General Assemb/J•, Thirty
second Session, Supplement 
No. BA 

A/32/491 and Corr.1 Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budget~.ry 
Questions 

Mimeogr;.phed 

AIC.5/32138 

AIC.5132180 and 
Add .I 

A/C.S/32182 

A/C.S/32/L.47 

A/C.S/32/L.48 

Printed in U.S.A. 

Financial implications of article 35 of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Budget and programme performance of the United Nations for tbe 
biennium 1976-1977: report of the Secretary-General 

Performance report of the programme budget of the International Trade 
Centre for the biennium 1976-1977: note by tbe Secretary-General 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: draft resolution 

Ghana: draft decision 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

See A/32/488, para. 13, draft 
resolution I 

Ibid., para. 7 

36582-May 1979-2,100 



'tited Nations Agenda item 100 

~ENERAL 

.SSEMBLY 
ANNEXES 

THIRTY-SECOND SESSION 

'ficial Records NEW YORK, 1977 

Agenda item 100:'1' Proposed programme budget for the biennium-\<-\< 1978-1979 

r.~mentNo. 

h Committee 

/32/389 

/32/454 

/32/274 

1321322 

132/364 

132/403 

'32/409 

'32/ 413 

32/414 

32/415 

32/416 

32/417 

32/425 

32/426 

32/427 

32/428 

32/431 

12/434 

12/446 

12/452 

CONTENTS 

Revision of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations: report of the Fifth Committee . 

Question of the enlargement of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions: report of the Fifth Committee ......................................... . 

Administrative and financial implications of proposals made during the session 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in document A/32/265 
(agenda item 12): report of the Fifth Committee .................................. . 

Implications of the draft resolutions contained in documents A/32/L.4 to A/32/L.9, A/32/ 
L.9/Rev.1, A/32/L.IO and A/32/L.11 (agenda item 91): report of the Fifth Committee . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Fourth Committee in document A/32/357 
(agenda item 93) : report of the Fifth Committee ................................... . 

Implications of the draft resolutions contained in documents A/32/L.39 and A/32/L.40 
(agenda item 30): report of the Fifth Committee .................................. . 

tmplications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/32/338 
(agenda item 116): report of the Fifth Committee ................................. . 

Implications of the draft resolutions contained in documents A/32/L.35 to A/32/L.37 (agenda 
item 24) : report of the Fifth Committee .......................................... . 

Implications of draft resolution II submitted by the Third Committee in document A/32/359 
(agenda item 77): report of the Fifth Committee .................................. . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in document A/32/367 
(agenda item 33): report of the Fifth Committee .................................. . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in document A/32/379 
(agenda item 48): report of the Fifth Committee .................................. . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/32/366 
(agenda item 122): report of the Fifth Committee ................................. . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in document A/32/369 
(agenda item 38): rerort of the Fifth Committee .................................. . 

Implications of draft resolution E submitted by the First Committee in document A/32/380 
(agenda item 51): report of the Fifth Committee .................................. . 

Implications of draft resolutions A and B submitted by the First Committee in document 
A/32/381 (agenda item 52): report of the Fifth Committee ......................... . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in document A/32/382 
(agenda item 53): report of the Fifth Committee .................................. . 

Implications of draft resolution D submitted by the Special Political Committee in document 
A/32/351 (agenda item 55): report of the Fifth Committee .......................... . 

lmp!ic'ations of draft resolutions B and C submitted by the Special Political Committee in 
document A/32/407 (agenda item 57): report of the Fifth Committee ............... . 

Implications of draft resolutions V, VIII, IX and X submitted by the Second Committee in 
document A/32/265/Add.1 (agenda item 12): report of the Fifth Committee ......... . 

Implications of draft resolutions V and VII submitted by the Second Committee in document 
A/3212651 Add.3 (agenda item 12): report of the Fifth Committee ................... . 

Page 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

8 

9 

9 

10 

10 

11 

12 

12 

14 

14 

15 

16 

17 

For the discussion of the item. see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Fifth Committee, 
~th to 7th, 9th to 13th, 15th to 21st, 24th to 31st, 33rd to 35th, 37th to 51st, 53rd to 72nd meetings, and ibid., Fifth Com
, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; ibid .. Sixth Committee, 33rd meeting and ibid., Sixth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, cor
urn; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 34th. 90th, 102nd, !05th and liOth meetings. 
* This question, or that of the programme budget for the biennium, was previously discussed by the General Assembly at 
lowing sessions: twenty-eighth session (agenda item 79), twenty-ninth session (item 73), thirtieth session (items 95 and 96) 
irty-first session (item 92). 

I Annexes ( 32) 100 



2 

Document No. 

A/32/455 

A/32/471 

A/32/472 

A/32/474 

A/32/475 

A/32/476 

A/321477 

A/32/478 

A/321479 

A/32/482 

A/321483 

A/32/484 

General Assembly-Thirty-second Session-Annexes 

Title 

Implications of the draft resolutions contained in documents A/32/L.20, A/32/L.211Rev.1 and 
Corr.l, A/321L.221Rev.1, A/32/L.23 to A/32/L.33 and A/32/L.34/Rev.1 (agenda item 
27): report of the Fifth Committee ............................................... . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/32/466 
(agenda item 37): report of the Fifth Committee .................................. . 

Implications of the draft resolutions contained in documents A/32/L.43 and A/32/L.44 and 
of the amendment contained in document A/32/L.45 (agenda item 73): report of the 
Fifth Committee .............................................................. . 

Implications of draft resolution II A submitted by the First Committee in document A/321418 
(agenda item 35): report of the Fifth Committee ................................... . 

Implications of the draft resolution. submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/321453 
(agenda item 118): report of the Fifth Committee ................................. . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/32/ 467 
(agenda item 119): report of the Fifth Committee ................................. . 

Implications of decision 5 (II) of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Con
ference on Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries and of draft resolution II 
submitted by the Second Committee in document A/32/457 (agenda item 72): report of 
the Fifth Committee ........................................................... . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee in document A/321437 
(agenda item 82): report of the Fifth Committee ................................... . 

Implications of draft resolution VII submitted by the Third Committee in document A/32/ 458 
(agenda item 12): report of the Fifth Committee .................................. . 

Implications of draft resolutions IV, V and IX submitted by the Second Committee in docu-
ment A/32/481 (agenda item 58): report of the Fifth Committee ................... . 

Implications of draft resolutions II and V submitted by the Second Committee in document 
A/32/462/ Add.1 (agenda item 59): report of the Fifth Committee .................. . 

Implications of draft resolutions IV and V submitted by the Second Committee in document 
A/32!463 (agenda item 62): report of the Fifth Committee ......................... . 

A/32/485 and Add.l Implications of draft resolutions I to IV submitted by the Second Committee in document 
A/32/480 and of the draft resolution submitted in document A/32/480/ Add. I (agenda 

A/32/486 

A/32/487 

A/32/490 

Sixth Committee 

A/32/432 

item 67): report of the Fifth Committee .......................................... . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in document A/321456 
(agenda item 70): report of the Fifth Committee ................................... . 

Implications of the draft resolution contained in document A/32/L.48 (agenda item 32): 
report of the Fifth Committee ................................................... . 

* * * 
Report of the Fifth Committee .................................................... . 

Computerization of treaty information and registration and publication of treaties and interna
tional agreements pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations: report 
of the Sixth Committee ......................................................... . 

* 
* * 

Action taken by the General Assembly 

Check list of documents ................................................................................ . 

Advisory 
Committee 

CPC 
ECA 
ECWA 
UNDRO 
UNIDO 
UNMOGIP 
UNRWA 

UNTSO 

Abbreviations 

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination 
Economic Commission for Africa 
Economic Commission for Western Asia 
Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
United Nations Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 

in the Near East 
United Nations Truce Supervision Organization in Palestine 

p 



Agenda item 100 3 

DOCUMENT A/32/389 

Revision of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At the thirty-first session of the General Assem
bly, the Fifth Committee decided to postpone to the 
thirty-second session1 its consideration of the report of 
t,he Secretary-General on the revision of the Financial 
Regulations of the United Nations.2 The Committee 
considered the report at its 4th meeting, on 28 Sep
/tember 1977. 

2. In his report, the Secretary-General proposed to 
revise financial regulations 11.1, 11.4 and 12.1 0, which 
deal with maintaining, closing and auditing United Na
tions accounts. The proposed revisions are a direct 
consequence of the change from an annual to a biennial 
budget cycle by the United Nations. 

3. In paragraph 93 of its first report on the pro
posed programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979 

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Annexes, agenda item 92, document A/31/470, 
para. 100 (e). 

'!.Document AIC.S/31158 of 22 November 1976. 

[Original: English] 
[29 November 1977] 

(A/32/8 and Corr.l ), the Advisory Committee, for 
reasons of clarity, recommended an amendment to the 
Secretary-General's proposed revision of financial regu
lation 11.1. 

4. The statements made by the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee and the Deputy Controller, as well 
as comments made by delegations in the course of the 
discussion of this question, are reflected in the summary 
record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.4). 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to recommend that the General Assembly should 
approve the revisions recommended by the Secretary
General in his report on the revision of the Financial 
Regulations of the United Nations,2 as amended by the 
Advisory Committee (ibid., para. 93). 

DOCUMENT A/32/ 454 

Question of the enlargement of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. The Fifth Committee considered the question 
of the enlargement of the Advisory Committee at its 
55th, 57th and 62nd meetings, on 2, 6 and 13 De
cember 1977. 

2. At the 55th meeting, the representative of Sierra 
Leone introduced a draft resolution (A/C.5/32/L.26) 
on behalf of Bangladesh, Egypt, Ghana, India, Indone
sia, Kenya, Pakistan, Panama, Sierra Leone, the United 
Republic of Cameroon, the United Republic of Tanza
nia and Zambia. Algeria, Barbados, Ecuador, Guyana, 
the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Senegal, Somalia and the 
Syrian Arab Republic subsequently joined the sponsors. 
In the operative paragraphs of the draft resolution, the 
General Assembly would decide to increase the mem
bership of the Advisory Committee from 13 to 16 mem
bers, with effect from 1 January 1978, and to make 
the appropriate amendments to the relevant rules of 
procedure of the General Assembly. 

3. When the Committee considered the question at 
its 62nd meeting, it had before it a statement of the 
Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/78), in which he sub
mitted the administrative and financial implications of 
the draft resolution. 

4. An oral statement was made by the Chairman 
of the Advisory Committee. 

5. The representative of the United Kingdom orallv 
proposed that the third preambular para~raph in draft 
resolution A/C.5 /32/L.26, which read as follows: 

"Desiring that the application of the principle 
of equitable geographical distribution should be 

[Original: English] 
[13 December 1977] 

strengthened by increased participation of develop
ing countries in the Advisory Committee," 

should be amended to read: 

"Mindful of rule 156 of its rules of procedure and 
desiring, accordingly, to increase the participation of 
members from developing countries in the Advisory 
Committee,". 

The sponsors of the draft resolution accepted the amend
ment proposed by the United Kingdom. 

6. The Committee decided, without objection, that 
the revisions of rules 15 5 to 15 7 of the rules of pro
cedure of the General Assembly should be made as 
proposed by the Controller (in a working document 
before the Fifth Committee). It also decided th:~t p:~m
graph 2 of the draft resolution, which read: "Decides 
to make the appropriate amendments to the relevant 
rules of procedure", should be amended to include the 
revised rules. 

7. The Committee then adopted the draft resolu
tion, as amended, without objection (see para. 9 below). 

8. The comments made by delegations in the course 
of the discussion of this question are reflected in the 
summary records of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.55, 
57 and 62). 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

9. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 
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ENLARGEMENT OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON AD
MINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS: AMEND
MENTS TO RULES 155 TO 157 OF THE RULES OF PRO
CEDURE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 14 (I) of 13 February 1946 
on the establishment of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions and its reso
lutions 1659 (XVI) of 28 November 1961 and 2798 
(XXVI) of 13 December 1971 on the enlargement of 
the Committee, 

Noting that the membership of the United Nations 
has increased substantially since the adoption of the 
resolutions enlarging the Advisory Committee, 

Mindful of rule 156 of its rules of procedure3 and 
desiring, accordingly, to increase the participation of 
members from developing countries in the Advisory 
Committee, 

1. Decides to increase the membership of the Ad
visory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions from thirteen to sixteen members; 

2. Decides to amend, with effect from 1 Janu
ary 1978, rules 155 to 157 of its rules of procedure 
to read as follows: 

"Rule 155 

"The General Assembly shall appoint an Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions (hereinafter called the 'Advisory Committee'), 
with a membership of sixteen members, including at 
least three financial experts of recognized standing. 

3 A/520/Rev.l2 and Rev.12/ Amend.l (United Nations pub
lication, Sales No. E. 7 4.1.6). 

"Rule 156 

"The members of the Advisory Committee, no 
two of whom shall be nationals of the same State, 
shall be selected on the basis of broad geographical 
representation, personal qualifications and experience 
and shall serve for a period of three years corre
sponding to three calendar years. Members shall re
tire by rotation and shall be eligible for reappoint
ment. The three financial experts shall not retire sim
ultaneously. The General Assembly shall appoint the 
members of the Advisory Committee at the regular 
session immediately preceding the expiration of the 
term of office of the members or, in the case of 
vacancies, at the next session. 

"Rule 157 

"The Advisory Committee shall be responsible for 
expert examination of the programme budget of the 
United Nations and shall assist the Administrative 
and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee). At 
the beginning of each regular session at which the 
proposed programme budget for the follo~ing bien
nium is to be considered, it shall submtt to the 
General Assembly a detailed report on the proposed 
programme budget for that biennium. It shall also 
submit, at such times as may be specified in the 
applicable provisions of the Financial Regulations and 
Rules of the United Nations,4 a report on the ac
counts of the United Nations and all United Nations 
entities for which the Secretary-General has adminis
trative responsibility. It shall examine on behalf of 
the General Assembly the administrative budgets of 
specialized agencies and proposals for financial and 
budgetary arrangements with such agencies. It shall 
perform such other duties as may be assigned to 
it under the Financial Regulations of the United 
Nations." 

4 ST/SGB/Financial Rules/1/Rev.l and Rev.l/ Amend.l-5. 

Administrative and financial implications of proposals made during the session 

DOCUMENT A/32/27 4 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in document A/32/265 

(Agenda item 12) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 13th meeting, on 11 October 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General ( A!C.5 /32/20) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in 
its report (A/32/265, para. 6) regarding assistance for 
the reconstruction of Viet Nam. 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the Gen
eral Assembly would request the Secretary-General to 
continue to encourage further mobilization of resources 

[Original: English] 
[ 13 October 1977] 

and efforts from the international community with a 
view to achieving the social and economic rehabilitation 
of Viet Nam. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
that an additional appropriation of $136,000 would be 
required to cover the salary of a deputy co-ordinator, 
travel and subsistence for missions of the co-ordinator 
and related secretarial assistance and common service 
costs for 1978-1979. The Secretary-General further 
stated that he intended to appoint Mr. Victor Umbricht 
as Co-ordinator and that Mr. Umbricht had indicated 
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his willingness to accept the assignment on a non
salaried basis. 

4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee orally 
stated that the Committee accepted the administrative 
and financial implications submitted by the Secretary
General 

5. Comments made by delegations in the course 
of the discussion of this matter are reflected in the 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.13). 

Decision of the Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 

the draft resolution of the Second Committee, an addi
tional appropriation of $136,000 would be required 
for the proposed programme budget for the biennium 
1978-1979, as follows: 

US dollars 

Section 1. Over-all policy-making, direction and 
co-ordination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 300 

Section 22. Administration, management and gen-
eral services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 700 

Section 25. Staff assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 300 
Income section 1. Income from staff assessment (23 300) 

TOTAL 136 000 

DOCUMENT A/32/322 

Implications of the draft resolutions contained in documents A/32/L.4 to A/32/L.9, 
A/32/L.9/Rev.l, A/32/L.lO and A/32/L.ll 

(Agenda item 91 ) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

[Original: English] 
[3 November 1977] 

1. At its 34tq, meeting, on 3 November 1977. the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly. considered 
the statements submitted by the Secretary-General 
(A/C.5/32/30 and Corr.l and A/C.5/32/30/ Add.l) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolutions contained in documents A/32/L.4 to 
A/32/L.9, A/32/L.9/Rev. 1. A/32/L.lO and A/32/ 
L.ll, together with the related recommendations of the 
Advisory Committee ( A/32/8/ Add.4). The Chairman 
of the Advisory Committee orally presented a supple
mentary report of that Committee with regard to the 
additional implications arising from draft resolution 
A/32/L.9 /Rev.l. 

2. In his first statement (A/C.5/32/30 and Corr.l), 
the Secretary-General noted that the administrative and 
financial implications of draft resolutions A/32/L.4, 
A/32/L.7 and A/32/L.S were covered by those he had 
submitted for the other draft resolutions, in particular, 
for draft resolution A/32/L.9-which had been re
placed by draft resolution A/32/L.9 /Rev.1, on which
he had submitted a new statement (A/C.5/32/30/ 
Add.l ). 

Draft 
resolution 

A/32/L.5 

A/32/L.6 

A/32/L.9/ 
Rev.1 

A/32/L.10 

3. The estimated costs related to the other draft 
resolutions as indicated in the Secretary-General's state
ments and in the reports of the Advisory Committee 
were as follows: 

Budget section 

Section 3C. Namibia: Assistance to Namibians 

Section 3C. Namibia: United Nations Council 
for Namibia .......................... . 

Section 21. Public information ............. . 

Section 3 B. Department of Political Affairs, 
Trmteeship and Decolonization ............ . 

Section 3C. Namibia: United Nations Council 
for Namibia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 

Section 22D. Office of General Services, Head-
quarters ................................ . 

Section 22H. General Services Division, Geneva 

Section 25. Staff assessment ................ . 
Income section 1. Income from staff assessment 
Section 3C. Namibia: United Nations Commis-

sioner for Namibia, New York ............. . 

TOTAL 

Secretarv- Reports of 
General's the Ad,·isory 
statements Committee 

US dollars 

500 000 500 000 

34 500 34 500 

175300 157 300 

73 600 40 300 

346 300 299 000 

8 400 4 200 

20 000 20 000 

18 400 10 900 
(18 400) (10 900) 

106 400 69 400 

1 264 500 1 124 700 
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4. With regard to draft resolution A/32/L.11, the 
Secretary-General indicated in his statement (A/C.5/ 
32/30 and Corr.1, para. 28) that, in the absence of 
more precise information as to the timing and organiza
tional aspects of the proposed special session, no specific 
administrative and financial implications could be de
termined at the current stage. He did, however, as an 
indication of the order of magnitude, give the following 
data expressed in 1977 rates: 

(a) Cost of first-class travel of one representative 
or one alternate representative, if all Member States 
exercised their entitlement: $272,000; 

(b) Full cost per week in respect of plenary meet
ings: $220,800; 

(c) Full cost per week in respect of each Main 
Committee: $91 ,400. 
He further indicated that administrative and financial 
implications might arise in respect of the relocation of 
currently scheduled meetings of other bodies, depend
ing on the proposed dates of the special session. 

5. The Advisory Committee, in its related report 
(A/32/8/ Add.4), stated that in its opinion the in
formation contained in document A/C.5/32/30 and 
Corr.l with regard to draft resolution A/32/L.ll did 
not satisfy the ~requirements of rule 153 of the rules of 
procedure of the General Assembly, and it therefore 
recommended that final action on that draft resolution 
should be deferred until the consultations referred to 
in the operative paragraph of the draft resolution had 
taken place. 

Decisions of the Committee 
6. The Committee decided, without objection, to 

inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt the 
draft resolutions contained in documents A/32/L.4 to 
A/32/L.9, A/32/L.9/Rev.l and A/32/L.lO, the fol
lowing additional appropriations would be required: 

Draft resolution A/32/L.5 $500.000 under section 3 

Draft resolution A/32/L.6 $19 I ,800 under sections 3 
and 21 

Draft resolution A/32/L.9/Rev.l $363,500 under sections 3 
and 22 

Draft resolution A/32/L.lO . . . $69,400 under section 3 

7. In addition, conference-servicing costs relating 
to draft resolution A/32/L.9 /Rev.l would be included 
in an over-all estimate which would be presented to 
the General Assembly at a later date and would not 
exceed $300,000. 

8. The Committee further decided to inform the 
General Assembly, with regard to draft resolution 
A /32/L.11, that the financial implications would be of 
the order of $272,000 for travel of representatives, and 
$312,200 for the cost of 10 plenary meetings of the 
Assembly and 10 meetings of one Main Committee per 
week. There might be other administrative and finan
cial implications with respect to relocation of currently 
scheduled meetings which, until the determination of 
the date of the proposed special session, could not be 
estimated. 

DOCUMENT A/32/364 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted hy the Fourth Committee in document A/32/357 

(Agenda item 93) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 47th meeting, on 22 November 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 15 3 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General ( A/C.5 /32 I 46) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution submitted by the Fourth Committee 
in its report (A/32/357, para. 16). 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the financial implications, estimated at $28,900, 
of operative paragraph 4 of the draft resolution, in 
which the General Assembly would request the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples to dispatch 
a visiting mission to East Timor as soon as possible, 
could be met from within the resources already re
quested in the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1979 for the over-all programme of the 
Special Committee. 

3. As regards paragraph 5 of the draft resolution, 
in which the General Assembly would request the Secre
tary-General to send urgently a special representative 

[Original: English] 
[23 November 1977] 

to East Timor, the Secretary-General indicated that an 
additional appropriation of $23,600 would be required. 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Advi
sory Committee stated that, in that Committee's view. 
the special representative of the Secretary-General 
should be assisted by a fewer number of staff than had 
been proposed. Accordingly, the Advisorv Committee 
recommended that an amount of $19,000 should be 
appropriated under section 3A instead of $23,600 as 
requested by the Secretary-General. 

5. Comments made by delegations in the course of 
the discussion of this question are reflected in the sum
mary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.47). 

Decision of the Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee decided, by 74 votes to 7, 
with 5 abstentions, to inform the General Assembly 
that, should it adopt the draft resolution of the Fourth 
Committee, an additional appropriation of $19,000 
would be required under section 3A of the proposed 
programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/ 403 

Implications of the draft resolutions contained in documents A/32/L.39 and A/32/L.40 

(Agenda item 30) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTIO~ A/32/L.39 

1. At its 54th meeting, on 1 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/64 
an~ Corr.l) on the administrative and financial impli
catiOns of the draft resolution contained in document 
A/32/L.39 concerning the question of Palestine. 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the financial implications of the draft resolution 
contained in document A/32/L.39 would amount to 
$388,500 for 1978 with respect to operative para
graphs 7 and 8. However, since the conference costs, 
estimated on a full-cost basis at $269,900, will be re
viewed in the consolidated statement to be prepared 
at the end of the current session of the General Assem
bly, he stated that an appropriation of $118,600 would 
be requested at the current stage, comprising travel of 
the members of the Committee ( $15,000) and general 
temporary assistance (1 P-5, 1 P-4 and 1 G-4) for 
the secretariat of the Committee ($103,600). 

3. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Advi
sory Committee stated that the Advisory Committee 
concurred with the financial implications, estimated by 
the Secretary-General, which would arise in the event 
of the adoption of draft resolution A/32/L.39; an addi
tional appropriation of $118,600 would be required 
under section 1. with a further provision for staff assess
ment of $29,400 under section 25, offset by an equi
valent amount under income section 1. 

4. He also stated that the conference-servicing costs, 
estimated at $269,900, would be included in the con
solidated statement to be submitted at the end of the 
current session of the General Assembly. 

5. Comments made by delegations as well as repre
sentatives of the Secretary-General in the course of the 
discussion of this question are reflected in the summary 
record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.54 ). 

Decision of the Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee decided, by 72 votes to 9, 
with 15 abstentions, to inform the General Assembly 
that, should it adopt draft resolution A/32/L.39, an 
additional appropriation of $118,600 would be required 
under section 1 of the proposed programme budget for 
the biennium 1978-1979, with a further provision for 
staff assessment of $29,400 under section 25, offset by 
an equivalent amount under income section 1, and 
that conference-servicing requirements not exceedjng 
$269,900 should be considered in the context of the 
consolidated statement to be prepared at a later stage. 

B. DRAFT RESOLUTION A/32/L.40 

7. At its 54th meeting, on 1 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 

[Original: English] 
[1 December 1977] 

rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/65 
an~ Corr.1) on the administrative and financial impli
catiOns of the draft resolution contained in document 
A/32/L.40, also concerning the question of Palestine. 

8. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the financial implications of the draft resolution 
contained in document A/32/L.40 would amount to 
$47,000 for 1978, comprising $96,600 for general 
temporary assistance (2 Professional staff at the P-3 
level and 2 General Service staff), $10,500 for a con
sultant, $37,700 for other requirements in connexion 
with establishment of a Special Unit on Palestinian 
Rights, $80,000 for the production of one film and 
$214,200 for the publication of studies and bulletins. 
However, since the estimated costs for the publication 
of studies and bulletins will be reviewed in the con
solidated statement to be prepared at the end of the 
current session of the General Assembly, he stated that 
an appropriation of $222,800 would be requested at 
the current stage under section 1 ($113,100), sec
tion 21 ($80,000) and section 22 ($29,700). 

9. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee stated that the Committee concurred 
with the financial implications estimated by the Secre
tary-General, which would arise in the event of the 
adoption of draft resolution A/32/L.40; an addi
tional appropriation of $222,800 would be required 
-$113,100 under section 1, $80,000 under section 21 
and $29,700 under section 22-with a further pro
vision for staff assessment of $22,000 under section 25, 
offset by an equivalent amount under income section ·1. 

10. He also stated that the estimated costs of 
$214,200 for the publication of studies and bulletins 
would be included in the consolidated statement to 
be submitted at the end of the current session of the 
General Assembly. 

11. Comments made by delegations as well as 
representatives of the Secretary-General in the course 
of the discussion of this question are reflected in the 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.54). 

Decision of the Committee 

12. The Fifth Committee decided, by 71 votes 
to 14, with 11 abstentions, to inform the General As
sembly that, should it adopt draft resolution A/32/ 
L.40, an additional appropriation of $222,800 would 
be required under secti_ons 1, 21 and 22, of the pro
posed programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979, 
with a further provision for staff assessment of $22,000 
under section 25, offset by an equivalent amount under 
income section 1, and that conference-servicing re
quirements not exceeding $214,200 should be con
sidered in the context of the consolidated statement 
to be prepared at a later stage. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/409 

Implications of the rlraft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/32/338 

(Agenda item 116) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

I. At its 47th meeting, on 22 November 1977, 
the Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, con
~idered the statement by the Secretary-General (A/ 
C.5 /32/43) on the administrative and financial im
plications of the draft resolution submitted by the 
Sixth Committee in its report (A/32/338, para. 11). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution the 
General Assembly would decide that the Special Com
mittee on the Charter of the United Nations and on 
the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization 
should continue its work, request the Secretary-General 
to render all assistance to the Special Committee, in
cluding the preparation of summary records of its 
meetings, and request the Special Committee to submit 
a report on its work to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-third session. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the financial implications of the draft resolution 
would, on a full-cost basis, amount to $517,500 for 
1978. The statement further indicated that, as that 
amount related to conference costs, it would be re
viewed in the consolidated statement to be prepared at 
the end of the current session of the General Assembly. 

[Original: Engli~h] 
[5 December 1977] 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee said that the Committee had been 
informed that the amount of $517,500 for conference
servicing requirements had been based on full costs 
and that the difference between that figure and the 
one submitted the previous year ($234,000)" was ac
counted for by the fact that salaries for temporary as
sistance staff had risen and that costs for typing had 
been estimated at non-local rates. 

5. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee also 
stated that the Advisory Committee expected that, 
when the Secretary-General submitted his paper on 
conference requirements for 1978, he would indicate 
that the entire amount of $517,500 would be absorbed 
within existing resources for the biennium 1978-1979. 

Decision of the Committee 
6. The Fifth Committee agreed, without objection, 

to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the Sixth Committee, conference
servicing costs estimated at $517,500 would be ab
sorbed within the appropriations for the biennium 
1978-1979. 

;; See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Annexes, agenda item 92, document A/31 /350. 

DOCUMENT A/32/413 

Implications of the draft resolutions contained· in documents A/32/L.35 to A/32/L.37 

(Agenda item 24) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

I. At its 57th meeting, on 6 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, 
considered the statement by the Secretary-General 
(A/C.5/32/61) on the administrative and financial 
implications of the draft resolutions contained in docu
ments A/32/L.35 to A/32/L.37. 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the financial implications of draft resolution A/ 
32 !L.36, under the terms of which the General As
sembly \vould approve the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Im
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,u in
cluding the programme of work envisaged for 1978, 
would amount to $493,600. He further stated that, 

G Ibid., Thirty-second Session, Supplement No. 23. 

[Original: English] 
[ 6 December 1977] 

bearing in mind that a provision of $527,000 had al
ready been requested in the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1978-1979, no additiOnal 
appropriations would be requested at the current stage. 

3. The Secretary-General also indicated that carry
ing out the provisions of draft resolutions A/32/L.35 
and A/32/L.7, according to which the General As
sembly would, in effect, request the Secretary-General 
to give the widest possible publicity to the work of 
the United Nations in the field of decolonization, would 
require no additional appropriations over and above 
those already included for the Office of Public Infor
mation in the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1979. 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee stated that the Committee concurred 
with the financial implications provided by the Secre-
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tary-General with respect to draft resolutions A/32/ 
L.35 to A/32/L.37. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft rewlutions A/32/L.35 to A/32/L.37, the es-

1 imatcd cost of $493,600 for the programme of work 
of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard 
t-1 the Implementation of the Declaration on the Grant
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo
ples V\ould be met within the amount of $527,000 
reque~ted in the proposed programme budget for the 
bitHnium 1978-1979 and, therefore, no additional ap
propriation would be required. 

DOCHlUENT A;32/-il4 

Implications of draft resolution H sulnnittl""tl by the Third f~omrnittee in document A/32/359 

(Agenda item 77) 

Report nf tht~ Fifth ( .ommiitt>t' 

l. At its 51st meeting, on 2') Novemher l 97 7, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
ntles of procedure of the General Asscmblv .. considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/52) 
on the admimstrative and financial implications of 
draft resolution II submitted by the Third Committee 
in its report (A/32/359, para. 23). 

2. Under the terms .of operative parag1aph 8 of 
the draft resolution, the General Assembly would re
quest the , Secretary-General to take the necessary 
meas1Ircs for the preparation of the Sixth United Na
tions Congrc~,s on the Prevention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Ofienders, inter alia, through the com
missioning of reports by consultant experts, selected 
with due ret!-ard to equitable geographical representa· 
tion, and the organization of regional preparatory 
meetings, pursuant to existing practice, for Africa, Asia 
and Latin America, to which all Governments of the 
region might send experts and to which the Secretary
General should invite consultant experts from the re
gion concerned. 

[Original: English] 
[7 December 1977] 

3. In hi~ state111ent, the Secretary-General estimated 
rhal an additiollai appropriation of $84,700 would be 
required to cover the cost of consultants and of travel 
of participants and staff in 1978-1979. 

4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee made 
an oral 5tatement in which a reduction in the requested 
appropriation to $69,200 was recommended. 

5. Statements were made by the representatives 
of the Philippines and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics and are reflected in the summary record of 
the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.51). 

Decision of the Committee 

6. Tlw Fifth Committee decided, by 59 votes to 9, 
with I abstention, to inform the General Assembly 
that. should it adopt draft resolution II contained in 
the report of the Third Committee, an additional ap
propriation of $69,200 would be required under sec
tion 4 of the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 197 8-1979. 

BOClll\lEN'f A/32.'41S 

ImpHcaliuns of the draft resoiutiuu suhmittt"d hy the Fir~t (~ommiUee in doeurnent A/32/367 

(Age11da item 33) 

Rq;ort of the Fifth Committe(· 

1. A1 its 51st meeting. on 29 Nm-emher I 97'l. the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of pro,edure of thE' General Assembly, considered 
the statement bv the Secretary-General ( A!C.5 /32 1 54 
and Corr.l ) 0~1 the administrative and financial im
plications of the draft resulution submitted by the 
Fir&l Committee in it~ report (A/32/367, pat a. 8). 

2. Under the tet ms of the draft reS\llurion the 
General Asst:'mbly would recommend that the con
clusions of the up-dated report on the economic and 
social consrquences of the arms race and of military 
expenditure~ sh•)uld be taken into account in future 

[Original: English] 
[7 December 1977] 

,jj~~umanwnt negotiations; and request the Secretary
(,cllcral lu ;u range fnr tlte reproduction of the report 
as a United Nauons publication and to give it the 
"ick'-1 pos~tble publictty in as many languages as was 
considered dcsirabk and practicable. 

3 In IllS ~tatcment, the Secretary-General ind(cated 
that thl' financial implications of the draft resolution 
\\ ould, <111 a full-cost basis, amount to $59,000. The 
statement further indicated that this amount would be 
reviewed in the consolidated statement of conference
:-en·icing ccht~ to be prepared at the end of the current 
session of the General Assembly. 
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4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee informed the Fifth Committee that 
the Advisory Committee concurred with the estimates 
prepared by the Secretary-General and recommended 
that the amount of $59,000 be absorbed within the 
appropriations for the biennium 1978-1979. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee agreed, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the First Committee, an es
timated cost of $59,900 for printing would be absorbed 
within the appropriations for the biennium 197 8-1979. 

DOCUMENT A/32/ 416 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in document A/32/379 

(Agenda item 48) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 51st meeting, on 29 November 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/55) 
on the administrative· and financial implications of the 
draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in 
its report (A/32/379, para. 8). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution the 
General Assembly would: 

(a) Decide that, as the next step towards the con
vening of a conference on the Indian Ocean, a meeting 
of the littoral and hinterland States of the Indian Ocean 
be convened in. New York, which other States not 
falling within that category. but which had participated 
or had expressed their willingness to participate in the 
work of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean, 
could attend; 

(b) Request the Ad Hoc Committee to make the 
neceossary preparations for the meeting referred to 
above; 

(c) Renew the general mandate of the Ad Hoc 
Committee as defined in the relevant resolutions; 

(d) Request the Secretary-General to make the 
necessary provision for the meeting referred to above 
and to continue to render all necessary assistance to 
the Ad Hoc Committee, including the preparation of 
summary records. 

[Original: English] 
[7 December 1977] 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General esti
mated that the financial implications of the draft reso
lution would be $173,700 for two sessions of the Ad 
Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean and $256,100 
for a meeting of the littoral and hinterland States. All 
the meetings would be held in 1978. The statement 
further indicated that the costs would be reviewed 
towards the end of the current session of the General 
Assembly and a report would be made to the Fifth 
Committee as to how much could be absorbed from 
within existing resources in the light of the over-all 
pattern of conferences for 1978. 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee informed the Fifth Committee 
that the Advisory Committee concurred with the es
timates proposed by the Secretary-General and rec
ommended that the amount of $429,800 should be 
absorbed within the appropriations for the biennium 
1978-1979. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt the draft resolution of the First Committee, con
ference-servicing costs estimated at $429,800 would 
be absorbed within the appropriations for the biennium 
1978-1979. 

DOCUMENT A/32/ 417 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/32/366 

(Agenda item 122) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

I. At its 57th meeting, on 6 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/ 
40 I Rev .I and Corr.l ) on the administrative and fin an-

[Original: English] 
[7 December 1977] 

cial implications of the draft resolution submitted by 
the Sixth Committee in its report (A/32/366, para. 7). 

2. Under the terms of operative paragraph 2 of 
the draft resolution, the General Assembly would ap
orove the convening of a resumed session of the United 
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Nations Conference on Succession of States in Respect 
of Treaties at Vienna for a period of three weeks, 
from 31 1 uly to 18 August 1978, with a possible ex
tension of up to one further week should that prove 
necessary in the view of the Conference. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General esti
mated that if the Conference were held at Geneva it 
would cost $659,500 for a _three-week session or 
$834,600 for a four-week session; the corresponding 
estimates if the Conference were held in New York 
would be $814,300 and $984,600. The statement in
dicated that, under the terms of General Assembly 
resolution 31/140 of 17 December 1976, the Govern
ment of Austria would defray the actual additional 
cost directly or indirectly involved, but the Secretary
General did not express an opinion on whether the 
costs at New York or Geneva should be used as the 
basis for calculating the additional costs to be defrayed. 

4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee in
troduced the report of that Committee (A/32/8/ 
Add.15) and recalled that, pursuant to General As
sembly resolution 31 I 140, section I, paragraph 5, the 
actual additional costs were those additional to holding 
a session at the established headquarters of the body 
in question. For bodies serviced by the Office of Legal 
Affairs, the established headquarters was the United 
Nations Headquarters in New York. In the specific 
case of the United Nations Conference on Succession 
of States in Respect of Treaties, however, the General 
Assembly, at its thirty-first session, agreed that Geneva 
should be used as the base for calculating additional 
costs related to the 1977 session of the Conference. 
Since the proposed 1978 session would be a resumed 
session and not a separate conference, the Advisory 
Committee had concluded that the arrangements ap
proved for 1977, namely, that Geneva be used as the 
basis for calculating the costs, should apply also to the 
resumed session in 1978. Accordingly, the Committee's 

recommendations related to the Secretary-General's 
assumptions as to the costs of holding the session at 
Geneva. 

5. On the basis of full-cost requirements for a 
three-week session, the Advisory Committee recom
mended reductions of $73,300 in conference-servicing 
costs ($25,400 in respect to staff and $47,900 in 
respect to post-session documentation) and $1,800 in 
other requirements (travel and subsistence of substan
tive staff). The full cost of conference-servicing require
ments for a three-week session thus became $551,000 
and that of other requirements became $33,400. The 
Committee recommended that the figure $551.000 be 
used as the starting point for purposes of the con
solidated statement of conference-servicing require
ments. The Committee believed that requirements for 
one additional week were of a contingent nature and 
should not be included in the consolidated statement. 

6. Comments made in the course of the discussion 
of this question in the Committee are reflected in the 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5 /32/SR.57). 

Decision of the Committee 

7. The Fifth Committee decided, by 79 votes to 6, 
to accept the recommendations of the Advisory Com
mittee as contained in its report (A/32/8/ Add.15) 
and to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt the draft resolution of the Sixth Committee, an 
additional amount of $33,400 would be required under 
section 20 of the proposed programme budget for 
the biennium 1978-1979 and that conference-servicing 
requirements in an amount not exceeding $551,000 
would arise under section 23, it being understood that 
the latter requirements would be included in a con
solidated statement to be prepared towards the close 
of the current session of the General Assembly. 

DOCUMENT A/32/425 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in document A/32/369 

(Agenda item 38) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 60th and 63rd meetings, on 9 and 14 De
cember 1977, the Fifth Committee, in accordance with 
rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General 
Assembly, considered the statement by the Secretary
General (A/C.S/32/58 and Corr.l) on the adminis
trative and financial implications of the draft resolu
tion submitted by the First Committee in its report 
( A/32/369, para. 8). 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the financial implications of the draft resolution 
would amount to $686,700. That amount would be 
needed if no conference servicing could be provided 
from within existing resources for the Preparatory Con
ference for the United Nations Conference on Prohibi-

[Original: English] 
[16 December 1977] 

tions or Restrictions of Use of Certain Conventional 
Weapons which may be Deemed to be Excessively In
jurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects. The Secre
tary-General stated that he would report later in the 
current session of the General Assembly how much 
of the cost of servicing the Preparatory Conference 
could be absorbed and whether additional appropria
tions would be required. 

3. The Advisory Committee in its report (A/32/ 
8/ Add.20, paras. 2-4) recommended that the Fifth 
Committee should inform the General Assembly that, 
should it adopt the draft resolution, conference servic
ing would need to be provided in 1978 for the Prepara
tory Conference at an estimated cost of $686,700, to 
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be reviewed in the consolidated statement of confer
ence-servicing costs for 1978, which the Secretary-Gen
eral would be submitting towards the close of the 
current session of the As;embly~ and that t"'e require
ments in 1979 relating to the United Nations Omfer
ence on Prohibitions or Restrictions of Use of Certain 
Conventional Weapons which may be Deemed to be 
Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscnminate Effects 
would be the subject of a separate submission by the 
Secretary-General to the Assembly at it'> thirty-third 
session. 

4. Comments made in the cour"e of the discmsion 
on the question are reflected in the c.ummary record-; 
of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.60 and 63). 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion to inform the General Assemblv that, should it 
adni)t the draft re<;o]ution of the First ~Committee, con
rcrencc-~ervicmg costs not exceeding $6R6,700 for the 
rreparatory Co'nference in 1978 would be considered 
;n the context of the consolidated statement on con
terence-sen icing costs at a later 5tage, and that the 
requirements for the United Nations Conference on 
Pmhibition-; or Rc<;trict!Llns of Use of Certain Con
H'ntional Weapons which may be Deemed to be Ex
ce:,~lvclv Jnjuriuus or to have Indiscriminate Effects 
wuu!d be <>ubm1ttcd to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-third session. 

Implications of draft resolutiou E suhmittetl hy the First C.ommiUet> in document A/32/380 

(Agenda item j I ) 

RPport of the F'ifth Committee 

I. At its 60th meeting, on 9 Dect:>mhcr 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the Genetal A!'scmhly. con<;iclered 
the statement by the Secretary-General ( ;\/C.5, 1 3?.i 
70) on the administrative anc1 fmancial implici1tiom of 
draft resolution E submitted hv the Fir<;t Committee 
in its report (A/32/380, para. ·19). 

2. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee 
introduced the report of that Committee ( /\/.)2/X 1 

Add.20, paras. 20-24) on the administrative and ftnan·· 
cia! implications of the draft resolution. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General esti
mated that the total cost of the progt:arnrne of vvork 
envisaged in the draft resolution woulll he 'f.7J.t,1 00. 
consisting of an estimated '];566,51)() tor the puhlie:J.tinr' 
in 1978 and 1979 of a United N:1tinns di-;annarl'cnt 
periodical and $147,600 for stafi and Cllfll!llon ~L'l\Wt'S 
costs related to the publicatHm of the fX:r j,)dic~d The 
extent to which the publi~hing costs could be ab'"rhed 
within existing resources would he indiL·ctted in the 
consolidated statement of conference-s<'n·icmg r .:qui rc
ments to be submitted tm\anb the close uf the current 
session of the General Assembly. 

4. The estimate of $l4'7.60fJ fl,r est<1\ll!<;hed pn-;;t~ 
and common services cosh rebted to rho :.:que'.( ;(lJ 

[Original: English 
[9 December 1977 

3 :1dditional pmt~ (P-4, P-2 and G-3). The Advisor~ 
Committee was not convinced that a P-2 post woul< 
h:: needed. The Committee therefore recommended < 

reduction of $39, 'iOO in staff costs and $7,500 ir 
related common senices costs. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adop 
draft re<;olution E contained in the report of the Firs 
Committee. additional requirements of $S5.400 for es 
tabl!shed poqs and $15,200 for common servi~es cost 
\\ oulcl <lri~e under sections 2 and 22, respectively, o 
the proposed programme budget for the bienniur 
llJ7il-1 '-)79. An additional amount of $23,700 woul' 
:1!c,o be rcqUJrcd under section 25 to cover the relate, 
..,t;df a·,,cs,ment, to be offset by an increase in the sam 
<~mount in the estimates of income from staff assessmer 
m•der income section 1. The adoption of the dral 
rc<;u!utiun would also give rise to publishing costs nc 
l:\:n'edtm~ $566.500 ~hich would be included in th 
cnn•,cdid;tted statement of conference-servicmg cos! 
r,,r 1 <.J7S to be submitted by the Secretary-Genen 
\O\\ anl5 the clL15C of the current ses~ion of the Genen 
1\~~emh\y. 

Implications of draft r·e~-iolntion,.; '\. ~md H "uhmittPol liy ~lw Fir,;t Committee in 1lo<'mnent ;\ /32/38 

( 1\gcnd~i ikm 52) 

H "J>I't•1 n r llw l-'i fth CoJHil!iHPI' 

1. At its 60th mcetinr. ••n lJ D,,, ,.t.,~ ... ,· ! ·--; 1hc' 
Fifth Committee, in accordance \.,~h 1 .tlc '.' · ·.'t 'k 
rules of procedure of the General As,.:ru:Ji_, ,:, lii'dt'l ..:ci 
the statement bv the Secretarv--Gcnc.a! ( /'. C.S 32/ 
69) on the admi'lllstrattvr~ HJ1d ii!n!!CF:l ;mn1J·::-'!h,,-,., d. 

[(higlnal: Engli~l 

! v n"n·mhe1 1 97; 

.lr,dt ll".;ulution.., A and H submitted bv the First Con 
IH:l,'t. 1n it~ rcpmt ( ,L\ 32133 l, pc~ra. 12). 

The: Ch:m mar, ,)f the Ad\·isory Committee i1 
!roduc •. d the: rcpor1 of th;.,t Comniittce (A/32/E 
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Add.20, paras. 8-19) on the administrative and finan
cial implications of the draft resolutions. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General sub
mitted the implications of the draft resolutions, which 
relate to the meetings of an ad hoc group of govern
mental experts, the Preparatory Committee for the 
Special Session of the General Assembly Devoted to 
Disarmament, and the special session of the General 
Assembly devoted to disarmament. 

A. Ad Hoc Group on the Relationship between 
Disarmament and Development 

4. In paragraph 5 of his statement, the Secretary
General estimated the cost of the ad hoc group of 
governmental experts, envisaged in draft resolution A, 
at a total of $140,600. The Secretary-General proposed 
that the ad hoc group should consist of 15 experts who 
would meet in New York in 1978 for one week. The 
cost of conference services for the group was estimated 
at $11 7, 500 and the cost of travel and subsistence of 
the experts at $23,100. The Advisory Committee rec
ommended that the Fifth Committee inform the Gen
eral Assembly that, should it adopt draft resolution A, 
additional requirements of $23, I 00 for travel and sub
sistence or experts would be needed under section 2 
of the proposed programme budget for 1978-1979 and 
that conference-servicing costs not exceeding $117.500 
would also be required and would be included in the 
consolidated statement of conference-servicing costs 
to be submitted by the Secretary-General towa~rds the 
close of the current session of the General Assembly. 

B. Preparatory Committee for the Special Session 
of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament 
5. In paragraph 10 of his statement. referring to 

draft resolution B, the Secretary-General estimated the 
conference-servicing costs of two ses<oions of the Prepar
atory Committee in 197'ii at $891.400. on the a~sump
tion 'that none of the servicing could be provided from 
within already approved resources. The statement also 
included an estimate of $90,000 for the extension of 
the contracts of two consultants and the employment 
of two research assistants who would work on the 
draft final document or documents. 

6. The Advisory Committee recommended that 
research assistance to the consultants should continue 
to be furnished from within the existing establishment 
and that the Secretary-General's reque~t in respect of 
consultants and research assistants should be reduced 
by $21 ,000, i.e., from $90,000 to $69,000. In addition, 
the Advisory Committee concurred with the estimated 
cost of $891,400 for conference-servicing costs for the 
Preparatory Committee. 

C. Special session of tlze General Assembly 
devoted to disarmament 

7. In paragraph 15 of his statement, the Secre
tary-General submitted the revised cost estimates of 

$2,839,200 for the special session of the General 
Assembly devoted to disarmament. The Secretary
General confined his request for additional resources 
at the current stage to $382,200 under section 1 and 
indicated that he would report later in the current 
session of the General Assembly to what extent the 
conference-servicing costs dealt with in his statement 
could be absorbed within existing resources. 

8. The Advisory Committee recommended that the 
Secretary-General's request for the Office of Public 
Information be reduced by $30,000, i.e., from $84,800 
to $54.800. The Committee recommended that the 
Fifth Committee inform the General Assembly that, 
should it adopt draft resolution B, additional appropria
tions of $352.200 would be needed under section 1 
of the proposed programme budget in respect of non
conference-servicing costs for the special session of 
the General Assembly devoted to disarmament and 
that conference servicing to the special session would 
also need to be provided, at an estimated cost of 
$2.457,000. The latter amount would be reviewed in 
the consolidated statement of conference-servicing costs 
to be submitted by the Secretary-General towards the 
close of the current session of the General Assembly. 

9. In summary, the Advisory 'Committee -ecom
mended to the Fifth Committee that it inform the Gen
eral Assembly that, should the latter adopt draft reso
lutions A and B, there would be need for $352,200 
and $92,100 under sections 1 and 2 of the programme 
budget for 1978-1979 and $3,465,900 for conference
servicing costs. The latter amount would be reviewed 
in the consolidated statement to be submitted by the 
Secretary-General towards the close of the current 
session of the General Assembly. 

I 0. The comments made in the cot.rse of the dis
cussion of this question are reflected in the summary 
record of the meeting (A/C.5 /32/SR.60). 

Decision of the Committee 

I I . The Fifth Committee adopted, by 63 votes 
to I I, with 8 abstentions, the proposal by Argentina 
to restore $21,000 which the Advisory Committee had 
recommended against in respect of research assistance. 

12. The Committee then decided, without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt draft resolutions A and B contained in the re
port of the First Committee, additional appropriations 
of $352,200 under section 1 and $113,100 under sec
tion 2 of the programme budget for the biennium 1978-
1 979 would be required. Conference-servicing costs 
in the amount of $3,465,900 would also be considered 
by the Assembly in the context of the total require
ments for the calendar of conferences for 1978. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/ 428 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in document A/32/382 

(Agenda item 53) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

I. At its 60th meeting, on 9 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/ 
68) on the administrative and financial implications 
of the draft resolution submitted by the First Com
mittee in its report ( A/32/382, para. 8). 

2. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee in
troduced the report of that Committee ( A/32/8/ 
Add.20, paras. 5-7) on the administrative and financial 
implications of the draft resolution. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General esti
mated the financial implications of the draft resolution 
at $439,300. The estimates covered the conference
servicing costs of two sessions of the Ad Hoc Com
mittee on the World Disarmament Conference to be 
held in New York in 1978. The statement indicated 
that the Secretary-General would report later in the 
current session of the General Assembly how much of 
this amount could be absorbed within existing resources 

[Original: English 1 
[9 December 1977] 

and whether servicing of the two sessions in question 
would require additional appropriations. 

4. The Advisory Committee recommended that the 
Fifth Committee should inform the General Assembly 
that, should it adopt the draft resolution, it would be 
necessary to provide conference servicing to the Ad 
Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference 
at an estimated cost of $439,300, including the cost 
of services to be provided from already approved re-
sources. 

Decision of the Committee 
5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 

to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the First Committee, there would 
be a need to provide, in 1978, conference servicing 
to the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament 
Conference at an estimated cost of $439,300 and that 
this amount would be included in the consolidated 
statement of conference-servicing costs for 1978 to be 
submitted by the Secretary-General towards the close 
of the current session of the General Assembly. 

DOCUMENT A/32/431 

Implications of draft resolution D submitted by the Special Political Committee 
in document A/32/351 

(Agenda item 55) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 60th meeting, on 9 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 15 3 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/ 
76) on the administrative and financial implications 
of draft resolution D submitted by the Special Political 
Committee in its report (A/32/351, para. 19). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution the Gen
eral Assembly would: 

(a) Request the Working Group on the Financing 
of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East to continue its 
efforts, in co-operation with the Secretary-General 
and the Commissioner-General, for the financing of 
UNRWA for a further period of one year; 

(b) Request the Secretary-General to provide the 
necessary services and assistance to the Working Group 
for the conduct of its work. 

[Original: English 1 
[9 December 1977] 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the financial implications of the draft resolution 
would, on a full-cost basis, amount to $14,250 in con
ference-servicing costs and $7,400 in travel and sub
sistence of the Chairman or a representative of the 
Working Group. The statement further indicated that 
the amount of $14,250 in respect of conference-servic
ing costs would be reviewed in the consolidated state
m~nt to be prepared towards the end of the current 
session of the General Assembly and that what was 
required at the current stage was the amount of $7,400 
under section 2A of the proposed programme budget 
for the biennium 1978-1979. 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee informed the Fifth Committee that 
the Advisory Committee concurred with the estimates 
prepared by the Secretary-General and recommended 
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that the amounts of $14,250 in respect of conference
servicing costs and $7,400 in respect of travel, sub
sistence and miscellaneous expenses for the Chairman 
or a representative of the Working Group should be 
absorbed within existing resources in the proposed pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolution D contained in the report of the Special 
Political Committee, no additional appropriations 
would be required. 

DOCUMENT A/32/ 434 

Implications of draft resolutions B and C submitted hv 
in document A/32/407 

the Special Political Committee 

(Agenda item 57) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 60th meeting, on 9 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statements by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32 
8 I and A/C.5 /32/7 I ) on the administrative and finan
cial implications of draft resolutions B and C submitted 
by the Special Political Committee in its report (A/ 
32/407, para. 15). 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTION B 

2. Under the terms of operative paragraph 5 of 
draft resolution B;the General Assembly would request 
the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices 
Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the 
Occupied Territories to complete its survey on all the 
aspects referred to in paragraph 4 of the draft reso
lution, namely, the statements made by the representa
tive of the Syrian Arab Republic before the Special 
Political Committee at the thirty-first and thirty-second 
(A/SPC/32/SR.34, paras. 7-1 0) sessions of the Gen
eral Assembly to the effect that his Government re
served all rights to full compensation in regard to all 
damages resulting from Israel's deliberate destruction 
of Quneitra, including those not covered by the ex
pert's report on the destruction of Quneitra ( A/32/ 
284, annex II) or not falling within the scope of his 
assignment. Under the terms of paragraph 6, it would 
also request the Secretary-General to provide the Spe
cial Committee with all the facilities required for the 
completion of the tasks referred to in the preceding 
paragraphs of the draft resolution. 

3. In his statement ( A/C.5 /32/8 I), the Secretary
General indicated that the adoption of the draft reso
lution would not give rise to any financial implications 
at the current stage. He assumed, however, that at its 
first session scheduled for early I 978 the Special Com~ 
mittee would determine what further specific action 
might be required in respect of paragraphs 4 and 5 of 
draft resolution B and that, should any additional ex
penditures be involved, they would be incurred, with 
the prior concurrence of the Advisory Committee, in 
accordance with the provisions of the resolution on 
unforeseen and extraordinary expenses for the bien
nium I 978-1979. 

7 A/SPC/31 /SR.30, para. 12. 

[Original: English] 
[12 December 1977] 

4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in 
an oral report, said that the Committee concurred with 
the statements of the Secretary-General in document 
A/C.5 /32/81. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, by 69 votes to 1, 
with 16 abstentions, to inform the General Assembly 
that, should it adopt draft resolution B contained in 
the report of the Special Political Committee, any addi
tional expenditures involved would be incurred, with 
the prior concurrence of the Advisory Committee, in 
accordance with the provisions of the resolution on un
foreseen and extraordinary expenses for the biennium 
1978-1979. 

B. DRAFT RESOLUTION C 

6. Under the terms of operative paragraph 9 of. 
draft resolution C, the General Assembly would re
quest the Special Committee to Investigate IsraeJi.Prac
tices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of 
the Occupied Territories, pending the early termination 
of the Israeli occupation, to continue to investigate 
Israeli policies and practices in the Arab territories 
occupied by Israel since 1967, to consult, as appro
priate, with the International Committee of the Red 
Cross in order to .ensure the safeguarding of the wel
fare and human rights of the population of the occupied 
territories, and to report to the Secretary-General as 
soon as possible and whenever the need arose there
after. Under the terms of paragraph 11, it would also 
request the Secretary-General: 

(a) To render all necessary facilities to the Spe
cial Committee, including those required for its visits 
to the occupied territories, with a view to investigating 
the Israeli policies and practices referred to in draft 
resolution C; 

(b) To continue to make available additional staff 
as may be necessary to assist the Special Committee 
in the performance of its tasks; 

(c) To ensure the widest circulation of the reports 
of the Special Committee, and of information regarding 
its activities and findings, by all means available 
through the Office of Public Information of the Secre
tariat and, where necessary, to reprint those reports 
of the Special Committee which are no longer available; 



16 General Assembly-Thirty-second Session-Annexes 

(d) To report to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-third session on the tasks entrusted to him in 
paragraph 11. 

7. I~ his statement (A/C.5/32/71), the Secretary
~eneral md~cated that, on the assumption that the Spe
cml Committee would implement, in 1978, a pro
gramme of work similar to that carried out in 1977 
including field missions, the adoption of the draft reso~ 
lution would require an appropriation of $135,800 in 
the proposed programme budget for the biennium 
1978-1979 under section 18 to cover the general costs 
of the work programme of the. Special Committee and 
$29,800 under section 25 to cover the cost in staff 
asses~ment, the latter amount to be offset by a corres
pondmg amount under income section 1. The con
fe~ence-servicing requirements of the Special Com
mtttee would be the object of a separate request for 
appropriation under section 23 after the Secretary
General had taken into account the available per
manent and temporary resources of the Organization. 

8. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee said that the Committee concurred 
with the financial implications, estimated by the Secre
tary-General, which would arise in the event of the 
ad_op~ion of draft resolution C; an additional appro
pnatiOn of $135,800 would be required under sec-

tion 18, with a further provision for staff assessment 
of $29,800 under section 25, offset by an equivalent 
amount under income section 1. 

9. He also stated that conference-servicing costs, 
not exceeding $360,762, would be included in the con
solidated statement to be submitted at the end of the 
current session of the General Assembly. 

Decision of the Committee 

10. The Fifth Committee decided, by 70 votes to 2, 
with 15 abstentions, to inform the General Assembly 
that, should it adopt draft resolution C contained in 
the report of the Special Political Committee, additional 
appropriations of $135,800 would be required under 
section 18, with a further provision for staff assessment 
of $29,800 under section 25, offset by an equivalent 
amount under income section 1, and that conference
servicing requirements not exceeding $360,762 should 
be considered in the context of the consolidated state
ment which would be submitted to the Committee at 
a later date. 

11. Comments made by the delegations in the 
course of the discussion of this question are reflected 
in the summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/ 
SR.60). 

* * * 

DOCUMENT A/32/446 

Implications of draft resolutions V, VIII, IX and X submitted by the Second Committee 
in document A/32/265/ Add. I 

(Agenda item 12) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 61st meeting, on 12 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/ 
72) on the administrative and financial implications of 
~raft resolutions V, VIII, IX and X, dealing with as
stst~nce ~o Sao Tome and Principe, Cape Verde, 
Gumea-B1ssau and Seychelles respectively, which were 
submitted by the Second Committee in its report (A/ 
32/265/ Add. I). 

2. In paragraph 15 of his statement, the Secretary
General indicated that, should the General Assembly 
adopt the above-mentioned draft resolutions, a total 
appropriation in the amount of $68,200 would be re
quired under section 1 of the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1978-1979: 

US dollars 

Consultant services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 000 
Temporary assistance for meetings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 100 

[Original: English] 
[13 December 1977] 

Travel of staff ............................. . 42 300 
800 Communications 

TOTAL 68 200 

3. The Advisory Committee, in its related report 
(A/32/8/Add.21, paras. 2-5), introduced by its Chair
man in an oral statement before the Fifth Committee, 
agreed to the amount recommended by the Secretary
General. 

4. Comments made in the course of the discussion 
of this question are reflected in the summary record of 
the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.61 ). 

Decision of the Committee 
5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 

to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolutions V, VIII, IX and X contained in the 
report of the Second Committee, an additional ap
propriation in the amount of $68,200 would be re
quired under section 1 of the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/ 452 

Implications of draft resolutions V and VII submitted by the Second Committee 
in document A/32/265/ Add.3 

(Agenda item 12) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

1. At its 61 st meeting, on 12 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/63) 
on the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolution V, entitled "Transport and Communications 
Decade in Africa", submitted by the Second Committee 
in its report (A/32/265/ Add.3, para. 26). 

2. In paragraph 8 of his statement, the Secretary
General estimated that, should draft resolution V be 
adopted, an additional appropriation in the amount of 
$203,500 would be required under section 9 of the 
proposed programme budget for the biennium 1978-
1979. 

3. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee informed the Fifth Committee that 
the Advisory Committee had no objection to the Secre
tary-General's request with respect to draft resolu
tion V. 

4. The comments made by delegations in the 
course of the discussion of this question are reflected 
in the summary record of the meeting (A/C.S/32/ 
SR.61 ). 

Decision of the Committee 
5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 

to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolution V contained in the report of the Sec
ond Committee, an additional appropriation in the 
amount of $203,500 would be required under section 9 
of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 
1978-1979. 

8. DRAFT RESOLUTION VII 
6. At its 68th meeting, on 18 December, the Fifth 

Committee, in accordance with rule I 53 of the rules 
of procedure of the General Assembly, considered the 
statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/91 and 
Corr.l ) on the administrative and financial implications 
of draft resolution VII, entitled "Institutional arrange
ments for international co-operation in the field~ of 
human ~ettlements", submitted bv the Second Com
mittee in its report ( A/32/265 I Add.3, para. 26). 

7. In his statement, the Secretary-General con
sidered the provisions of draft resolution VII dealing 
with the Commission on Human Settlements, the iden
tification of the resources to be earmarked for Habitat, 
Centre for Human Settlements, the establishment of 
the Centre in Nairobi, and organization at the regional 
level. 

8. The Secretary-General proposed that, should 
the General Assembly adopt draft resolution VII, a 
new <;ection 138 entitled "Habitat: Human Settle
ments" be added to the programme budget. He es
timated that, in the event of the adoption of the draft 
resolution, a net additional appropriation in the amount 

[Original: English] 
[ 18 December 1977] 

of $2,335,300 would be required for the biennium 
1978-1979 as follows: 

US dollars 

Section 4. Policy-making organs (economic and 
social activities) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( 17 300) 

Section SA. Department of Economic and So-
cial Affairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (3 223 100) 

Section 8. Economic Commission for Latin 
America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 000 

Section 9. Economic Commission for Africa . 20 000 

Section I 0. Economic Commission for Western 
Asia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20000 

Section 13 B. Habitat: Human Settlements . . . 5 515 700 

Section 25. Staff assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 600 

Income section I. Income from staff assessment (123 600) 

TOTAL 2 335 300 

9. It was furthermore envisaged by the Secretary
General in his statement that an additional office wing 
would have to be provided in the permanent head
quarters in Nairobi for the purpose of accommodating 
the Centre. The costs of the additional construction, 
estimated at $1,865,000, would not arise until the 
1980-1981 and 1982-1983 biennia. 

10. In its report (A/32/8/ Add.28), the Advisory 
Committee recommended that, since the Secretary
General envisaged that 48 regular budget posts could 
be transferred to the Centre from the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs, the decrease in the num
ber of posts at Headquarters should be reflected in a 
consequential reduction for related common services 
under section 22. A decrease of $157,000 was ac
cordingly recommended under that section. 

I I. The Advisory Committee further noted that the 
average cost of transfer of each Professional staff mem
ber from New York to Nairobi had been estimated at 
$15,800, and that that es;timate was based on the 
exercise of full entitlement by each staff member con
cerned. The Committee doubted that full entitlement 
would be necessary in each case and recommended 
accordingly that the amount of $632,000 for common 
staff costs on transfer be reduced by $182,000 to 
$450,000. 

12. The Advisory Committee noted also that the 
Secretary-General had estimated that 8 Professional 
and 12 General Service posts would be needed to pro
vide financial, personnel and conference services for 
the Centre. The Committee did not recommend ap
proval of the proposed posts for the time being and 
suggested that requests for the posts could be resub
mitted in the context of the first performance report 
for 1978-1979, at which time they would be examined 
by the Committee in the light of the justification pro
vided and on the basis of the actual experience thus 
far. 
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13. The Advisory Committee further noted that 
the Secretary-General's statement also contained re
quests for messengers, drivers and security staff as 
well as a supervisor. A total of 19 posts was requested 
( 18 local-level. and 1 P-2) of which all but 6 local
level posts would be on a temporary-assistance basis. 
Bearing in mind the tentative nature of the estimates 
and the fact that actual needs could only be assessed 
as and when the Centre began to function in Nairobi, 
the Committee recommended that all 19 posts be pro
vided on a temporary-assistance basis. The Committee 
further recommended that temporary-assistance esti
mates be calculated on a 35 per cent basis for 1978 
and on a full-cost basis for 1979. 

14. The Advisory Committee recommended, in ad
dition, that an over-all reduction of $119,000 be ap
plied to the provisions proposed under section 13B 
for travel, printing, utilities, equipment, communi<».
tions, hospitality, supplies and miscellaneous. 

15. With regard to the additional construction en
visaged by the Secretary-General, the costs of which 
would not arise until the 1980-1981 and 1982-1983 
biennia, the Advisory Committee expressed the belief 
that before it was decided to undertake additional 
construction, space requirements currently estimated 
for the specialized agencies which might occupy the 
building, as well as the per capita space allocation for 
staff in the new headquarters building, should be re
examined. The Committee also expressed the view that 
priority should be given to accommodating United 
Nations units. Furthermore, in view of the fact that 
additional space had been reserved for future growth, 
time should be given for the actual occupancy pattern 
of the building to emerge before a decision was made 
to build additional space. 

16. Taking into account the above recommenda
tions, the Advisory Committee recommended that the 
Fifth Committee should inform the General Assembly 
that, should it adopt draft resolution VII, a net addi
tional appropriation in the amount of $1,298,800 
would be required for the biennium 1978-1979 as 
follows: 

US dollars 

Section 4. Policy-making organs (economic and 
social activities) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . (17 300) 

Section 5A. Department of Economic and So-
cial Affairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( 3 223 1 00) 

Section 8. Economic Commission for Latin 
America 

Sectwn 9. Economic Commission for Africa . 

Section 1 0. Economic Commission for Western 
Asia .................................. . 

Section 13B. Habitat: Human Settlements .. . 

Section 22. Administration, management and 
general services ........................ . 

Section 25. Staff as>essment .............. . 

Income section 1. Income from staff assessment 

TOTAL 

20 000 

20 000 

20 000 

4 636 200 

(157 000) 

34 800 

(34 800) 

1 298 800 

17. The comments made by delegations in the 
course of the discussion of this question are reflected 
in the summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/ 
SR.68). 

Decision of the Committee 

18. The Fifth Committee, by 79 votes to 8, with 
3 abstentions, decided, on the understanding that the 
Secretary-General would issue a separate report on 
this question early in the thirty-third session of the 
General Assembly, to inform the Assembly that, should 
it adopt draft resolution VII contained in the report 
of the Second Committee, a net additional appropria
tion in the amount of $1,298,800 would be required for 
the biennium 1978-1979 as follows: 

US dollars 

Section 4. Policy-making organs (economic and 
social activities) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (17 300) 

Section 5A. Department of Economic and So-
cial Affairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( 3 223 100) 

Section 8. Economic Commission for Latin 
America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 000 

Section 9. Economic Commission for Africa . 20 000 

Section 10. Economic Commission for Western 
Asia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 000 

Section 13B. Habitat: Human Settlements . . . 4 636 200 

Section 22. Administration, management and 
general services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( 157 000) 

Section 25. Staff assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 800 

Income section 1. Income from staff assessment (34 800) 

TOTAL 1 298 800 

DOCUMENT A/32/ 455 

Implications of the draft resolutions contained in documents A/32/L.20, A/32/L.2l/Rev.l 
and Corr.l, A/32/L.22/Rev.l, A/32/L.23 to A/32/L.33 and A/32/L.34/Rev.l 

(Agenda item 27) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 62nd meeting, on 13 December 1977, 
the Fitth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, con
sidered the statement by the Secretary-General (A/ 

[Original: English] 
[13 December 1977] 

C.S/32/79 and Corr.l) on the administrative and 
financial implications of draft resolutions A/32/L.20, 
A/32/L.21, A/32/L.22/Rev.1 and A/32/L.23 to AI 
32/L.34 relating to the programme of work of the 



Agenda item I 00 19 

,pecial Committee against Apartheid and other matters 
lealing with the policies of apartheid of the Govern
llent of South Africa. 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General esti
llated that the financial implications arising from the 
lraft resolutions being considered would require a total 
xpenditure of $735,900; bearing in mind the amount 
tf $150,000 already available for 1978 within existing 
trovisions, the adoption of the draft resolutions would 
equire net additional appropriations of $585,900 in 
he programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979 
$41,800 under section 3A.3, $237,100 under sec
ion 3D, $277,700 under section 21A and $29,300 
tnder section 22). 

3. Subsequent to the preparation of the Secretary
ieneral's statement on the administrative and financial 
nplications, draft resolution A/32/L.21 was revised 
A/32/L.21/Rev.1 and Corr.l) to include, inter alia, 

new operative paragraph 8, in which the General 
~ssembly would decide "to make a special allocation 
tf $300,000 to the budget of the Special Committee 
rom the budget of the United Nations, to be utilized 
or special projects to be decided upon by the Com
llittee in observance of the International Anti-Apart
'eid Year in consultation with the Secretary-General". 

4. The Advisory Committee recommended (A/ 
2/8/ Add.22, paras. 11 and 9) that the amounts of 

$10,900 for consultants, $3,500 for travel costs and 
per diem and $8,000 for external printing requested 
by the Secretary-General in paragraphs 37, 38 and 67, 
respectively, of his statement should be absorbed. 
Therefore the Advisory Committee recommended addi
tional requirements in respect of the draft resolutions 
amounting to $863,500 net. This amount included the 
provision of $300,000 under section 3A.3 referred to 
in paragraph 3 above. 

5. The comments made in the course of the dis
cussion of this question are reflected in the summary 
record of the meeting (A/C.5 /32/SR.62). 

Decision of the Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolutions A/32/L.20, A/32/L.2l/Rev.l and 
Corr.l, A/32/L.22/Rev.1, A/32/L.23 to A/32/L.33 
and A/32/L.34/Rev.1, additional net appropriations 
of $863,500 would be required under the programme 
budget for the biennium 1978-1979 ($338,300 under 
section 3A.3, $218,200 under section 3D, $277,700 
under section 21A and $29,300 under section 22). 

7. Furthermore, an additional amount of $57,400 
for staff assessment would be required under section 25, 
offset by an increase in the same amount under in
come section 1, income from staff assessment. 

DOCUMENT A/32/471 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/32/ 466 

(Agenda item 37) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 65th meeting, on 15 December 1977, the 
1ifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
ules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
he statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/94) 
n the administrative and financial implications of the 
raft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in 
:s report (A/32/466, para. 9). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the 
ieneral Assembly would: 

(a) Decide to establish a Special Committee on 
~nhancing the Effectiveness of the Principle of Non
Jse of Force in International Relations, composed of 
.1ember States8 to be appointed by the President of 
he General Assembly on the basis of equitable geo
raphical distribution and representing the principal 
!gal systems of the world; 

(b) Instruct the Special Committee to consider 
roposals and suggestions submitted by any State, bear-
1g in mind the views expressed during the debates on 
1e item at the thirty-first and thirty-second sessions 
f the General Assembly, with the goal of drafting a 

8 35 Member States (see General Assembly resolution 
Z/150, adopted at the 106th plenary meeting, on 19 Decem
~r 1977). 

[Original: English] 
[16 December 1977] 

world treaty on the non-use of force in international 
relations as well as the peaceful settlement of disputes 
or such other recommendations as the Committee might 
deem appropriate; 

(c) Request the Secretary-General to provide the 
Special Committee with the necessary facilities and serv
ices, including the preparation of summary records of 
the meetings of the Committee. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
the financial implications of the draft resolution at 
$465,800. The statement indicated that that amount 
would be included in the consolidated statement of con
ference-servicing costs to be submitted at a later stage . 

4. -The Chairman of the Advisory Committee made 
an oral statement in which he said that the Committee 
concurred with the estimated costs submitted by the 
Secretary-General. 

5. Comments made in the course of the discussion 
of this question are reflected in the summary record of 
the meeting (A/C.5 /32/SR.65). 

Decision of the Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee decided, by 57 votes to 3, 
with 14 abstentions, to inform the General As-;embly 
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that, should it adopt the draft resolution of tl\e Sixth 
Committee, conference-servicing costs not exceeding 
$465,800 would be required and that that amount would 

be considered in the context of the consolidated sta 
ment of conference-servicing costs to be submitted 
a later stage. 

DOCUMENT A/32/472 

Implications of the draft resolutions contained in documents A/32/L43 and A/32/L44 
and of the amendment contained in document A/32/L.45 

(Agenda item 73) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 64th meeting, on 15 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/95) 
on the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolutions A/32/L.43 and A/32/L.44.9 The Com
mittee also considered the financial implications of the 
amendment to draft resolution A/32/L.44 contained 
in document A/32/L.45. 

2. Under the terms of draft resolution A/32/L.43, 
the General Assembly would accept the offer of the 
Government of Austria to act as host to the United 
Nations Conference on Science and Technology for De
velopment at Vienna. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that since, under the terms of General Assembly resolu
tion 31/140, the Government of Austria would defray 
the actual additional costs directly or indirectly involved, 
draft resolution A/32/L.43, should it be adopted, would 
not have financial implications for the United Nations. 

4. Under the terms of operative paragraph 1 of draft 
resolution A/32/L.44, the General Assembly would 
decide that the United Nations Conference on Science 
and Technology for Development should be held in 
a developing country for two weeks in 1979. Under 
paragraph 3, the Assembly would request the Secretary
General to submit to the Conference all relevant docu
mentation and to arrange for the necessary staff, fa
cilities and services that it will require, including the 
provision of summary records. Under paragraph 4, the 
General Assembly would decide that the languages of 
the Conference should be those used in the General 
Assembly and its Main Committees. 

5. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the provision of summary records and the inclusion 
of Arabic as a language of the Conference would involve 
additional requirements in the amount of $415,600 for 
conference-servicing costs. The Secretary-General fur
ther stated that the extent tu which any additional ap
propriations might be required for that purpo:oe would 
be reflected in the con"olidatcd statement being prepared 
to show any additional requirements under section 23. 

9 Previously issued under the symbols A/C.2/3:::!/L.88 and 
A/C.2!32/L.90/Rev.l respectively (see A/32 i 44~). 

[Original: Engli: 
[15 December 19) 

6. In an amendment to draft resolution A/32/L. 
(A/32/L.45), the General Assembly would request 1 
Secretary-General to make arrangements for partici1 
tion in the Conference of representatives of organi; 
tions that have received standing invitations from 1 
Assembly and representatives of national liberati 
movements recognized by the Organization of Afrk 
Unity, and for the requisite financial provisions 
their travel and subsistence expenses. In an oral sta 
ment, the Secretary of the Fifth Committee, acting 
representative of the Secretary-General, informed 1 
Committee that, should the amendment be adopt' 
there would be no additional financial implications 
the United Nations regular budget, because provisi 
for that purpose had already been included in the 
vised estimates for the Conference (A/C.5/32/39 a 
Corr.1, annex IV, p. 6). 

7. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad 
sory Committee said the Committee had noted that 
financial implications of draft resolution A/32/L 
had been estimated at $415,600 for conference-servic 
costs and that the Secretary-General intended to in 
cate the extent to wfiich those requirements might 
absorbed within existing resources in the consolida 
statement on conference-servicing costs under sect 
23, to be submitted to the Assembly at a later sta 

8. Comments made in the course of the discuss 
of this question in the Committee are reflected in 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.64) 

Decision of the Committee 

9. The Fifth Committee decided, without objecti 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it ad' 
draft resolution A/32/L.44, an additional appropriat 
in the amount of $4 I 5.600 would be considered in 
context of the consolidated statement on conferen 
servicing costs under section 23 of the proposed p 
gramme budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 

10. The Committee also decided that, in the ev 
that the United Nations Conference on Science 1 

Technology for Development were held away fr 
Headquarters. the additional financial implications a 
ing therefrom would be governed by the terms of G 
era! A-;sembly resolution 31 I 140, accordin~ to wh 
the Government issuing the invitation would defray 
actual additional costs directly or indirectly involv 
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DOCUMENT A/32/474 

Implications of draft resolution II A submitted by the First Committee in document A/32/ 418 

(Agenda item 35) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 65th meeting, on 15 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
:he statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/96) 
)n the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolution II A submitted by the First Committee in 
its report (A/32/418, para. 11) concerning interna
tional co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space. 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the estimated financial implications of the draft 
resolution would amount to $110,000. The statement 
further indicated that, as an amount of $197,100 for 
~he United Nations programme on space applications 
ilad already been included in section 2C (f) of the 
proposed programme budget for the biennium 1978-

[Original: English] 
[17 December 1977] 

1979, the adoption of the draft resolution would not 
result b additional appropriations. 

3. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Advi
sory Committee informed the Fifth Committee that 
there would be no additional financial requirements for 
the biennium 1978-1979 if the draft resolution should 
be adopted. 

Decision of the Committee 

4. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should i:t adopt 
draft resolution II A contained in the report of the 
First Committee, no additional appropriations would be 
required for the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1979. 

DOCUMENT A/32/475 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/32/ 453 

(Agenda item 118) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 64th meeting, on 15 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/88) 
)n the administrative and financial implications of the 
~lraft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in 
its report (A/32/453, para. 7) concerning measures 
to prevent international terrorism. 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the financial implications of the draft resolution 
would amount to $345,900. The statement further in
dicated that that amount would be reviewed in the 
~onsolidated statement of conference-servicing costs to 
be submitted towards the close of the current session 
of the General Assembly. 

[Original: English] 
[15 December 1977] 

3. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee made 
an oral statement in which he said the Committee 
concurred with the estimated costs submitted by the 
Secretary-General. 

Decision of the Committee 

4. The Fifth Committee decided, by 95 votes to 1, 
with 2 abstentions, to inform the General Assembly 
that, should it adopt the draft resolution of the Sixth 
Committee, conference-servicing costs not exceeding 
$345,900 would be considered in the context of the 
consolidated statement of conference-servicing costs 
for 1978 at a later stage. 

DOCUMENT A/32/476 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/32/467 

(Agenda item 119) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 64th meeting, on 15 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 

[Original: English] 
[15 December 1977] 

the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/87) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in 
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its report (A/32/467, para. 7) concerning the drafting 
of an international convention against the taking of 
hostages. 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the financial implications of the draft resolution 
would amount to $273,700, comprising $256,000 for 
..:onference servicing and $17,700 for travel and sub
sistence of staff and salary for a temporary secretary. 
The statement further indicated that the amount of 
$256,000 would be included in the consolidated state
ment of conference-servicing costs to be submitted to
wards the end of the current session of the General 
Assembly, but that $17,700 would be required under 
section 20C of the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1979. 

3. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee made 
an oral statement in which a reduction of $5,700 was 
recommended in the amount requested for travel and 
subsistence of staff (from $17,700 to $12,000). 

Decision of the Committee 

4. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the Sixth Committee, an addi
tional appropriation of $12,000 would be required un
der section 20C of the proposed programme budget for 
the biennium 1978-1979 and that conference-servicing 
costs not exceeding $256,000 would be considered in 
the context of the consolidated statement of conference
servicing costs for 1978 at a later stage. 

DOCUMENT A/32/ 4 77 

Implications of decision 5 (II) of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conferenc.: 
on Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries and of draft resolution II submitted b) 
the Second Committee in document A/32/457 

(Agenda item 72) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 63rd meeting,.on 14 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of proce.dure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General ( A/C.5 /32/75 
and Add.1) on the administrative and financial impli
cations of decision 5 (II) of the Preparatory Committee 
for the United Nations Conference on Technical Co
operation among Developing Countries and of draft 
resolution II submitted by the Second Committee in its 
report (A/32/457, para. 14). 

2. In the seventh preambular paragraph of the draft 
resolution, the General Assembly would take note, inter 
alia, of the reports of the Preparatory Committee for 
the United Nations Conference on Technical Co-opera
tion among Developing Countries on its first and second 
sessions.10 In paragraph 1 of the draft resolution, 
the Assembly would decide to convene the United Na
tions Conference on Technical Co-operation among 
Developing Countries at Buenos Aires from 30 August 
to 12 September 1978. In paragraph 2, the Assembly 
would approve the programme of activities envisaged in 
the recommendations on the budget for the Conference 
to be financed under the regular budget of the United 
Nations ac.; submitted in the report of the Secretary
General of the Conference. 11 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
that, should the General Assembly approve the draft 
resolution, it would be necessary to appropriate 

10 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtv-second 
Session, Supplement No. 42 and corrigenda (A/32142). 

11 A/CONF.79/PC/8 and Add. I. 

[Original: English 
[1 7 December 1977: 

$791,500 under section 4 of the programme budget fo: 
1978-1979, and $132,000 under section 25; the latte1 
amount would be offset by an increase in an equivalen 
amount in the estimate for income section 1. He 
also estimated the full conference-servicing costs a 
$962,400, including the services which will be provide( 
from within existing resources. 

4. In a related report (A/32/8/ Add.24), the Ad 
visory Committee recommended reductions totallinl 
$54,100 under section 4 and $12,000 under section 2~ 
and under income section 1. 

5. Comments made in the course of the discussim 
of this question in the Committee are reflected in th1 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5 /32/SR.63) 

Decision of the Committee 
6. The Fifth Committee decided, by consensus, t1 

accept the recommendations of the Advisory Committe' 
as contained in its report (A/32/8/ Add.24) and t1 
inform the General Assemply that, should it adopt draf 
resolution II contained in the report of .the Second Com 
mittee, an additional amount of $7 3 7,400 would b 
required under section 4 and $120,000 under sec 
tion 25 of the proposed programme budget for th 
biennium 1978-1979, the latter amount being offse 
by an increase of $120,000 in the estimate for incom 
section 1, and that conference-servicing requirement 
not exceeding $962,400, under section 23, would b 
included in a consolidated statement to be prepare, 
towards the close of the current session of the Generc 
Assembly. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/478 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee in document A/32/437 

(Agenda item 82) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 64th meeting, on 15 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary~General (A/C.5/32/89) 
:m the administrative and financial implications of the 
jraft resolution submitted by the Third Committee in 
its report (A/32/437, para. 10). 

2. Under operative paragraph 1 of the draft resolu
:ion, the General Assembly would approve the propo
>als of the Secretary-General, contained in his report 
(A/32/288), for preparatory work for the period 1978-
1979 for the International Year for Disabled Persons. 
Under paragraph 2, the Assembly would authorize the 
~ecretary-General to undertake the measures required 
to implement those proposals. Under paragraph 4, the 
1\ssembly would decide to establish an Advisory Com
mittee for the International Year for Disabled Persons, 
:omposed of the representatives of 15 Member States 
.vho would be appointed, on the basis of equitable geo
~raphical distribution, by the Chairman of the Third 
2ommittee, in concurrence with the regional groups. 
Under paragraph 6, the Assembly would request the 
~ecretary-General to convene the Advisory Committee 
10 later than March 1979 at the Headquarters of the 
United Nations and to submit a report on that meeting 
_o the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
he additional financial requirements of the draft reso
ution at $292,300, of which $136,600 would be re
}Uired under section 5A, $13,100 under section 22H 
md $142,600 for conference-servicing costs under sec-

[Original: English] 
[15 December 1977] 

tion 23 of the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1979. He further indicated that con
ference-servicing requirements were based on full costs 
and that, should any additional appropriations be re
quired, they would be reflected in the consolidated state
ment being prepared to show any additional require
ments under section 23. 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Advi
sory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions noted that, as indicated by the Secretary-General, 
any appropriations which might be required for confer
ence-servicing costs, amounting to $142,600, would be 
considered in the consolidated statement to be submitted 
at a later stage on conference-servicing requirements un
der section 23. As for the other costs ($149,700), the 
Chairman stated that the Advisory Committee recom
mended that they be reduced by $10,700 to $139,000. 

5. Comments made in the course of the discussion 
of this question in the Committee are reflected in the 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.64). 

Decision of the Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee decided, by 97 votes to 8, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the Third Committee, an addi
tional appropriation of $139,000 would be required 
under sections 5A and 22H of the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1978-1979. An additional 
amount of $39,300 would be required for staff assess
ment under section 25, offset by an increase in the 
same amount under income section 1. 

DOCUMENT A/32/479 

Implications of draft resolution VII submitted by the Third Committee in document A/32/458 

(Agenda item 12) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 65th meeting, on 15 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
·ules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
he statement of the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/99) 
Jn the administrative and financial implications of draft 
·esolution VII, submitted by the Third Committee in 
ts report (A/32/458, para. 52). 

2. In operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution, 
the General Assembly would request the Secretary
:Jeneral to initiate appropriate activities at the United 
'Jations level, such as those contained in the annex to 
he draft resolution, to celebrate the thirtieth anniver
;ary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

[Original: English] 
[15 December 1977] 

3. In paragraph 6, the General Assembly would 
decide to hold a special commemorative meeting to cele
brate the thirtieth anniversay of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights, which would fall on 10 Decem
ber 1978, and would request the Secretary-General to 
make the necessary preparations for the programme 
of that meeting. 

4. The annex to the draft resolution contained sug
gestions for possible action at the national level (para. 1) 
and at the United Nations level (para. 2). 

5. In paragraph 2 (a) of the annex, the General 
Assembly would recommend that commemorative events 
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should be organized at United Nations Headquarters 
and at the United Nations Office at Geneva on or 
around 10 December 1978. 

6. The events planned for Headquarters would in
clude concerts and other activities related to the pro
motion of human rights which have customarily taken 
place at Headquarters over the years. The Secretary
General indicated that the costs of those activities would 
be absorbed within existing resources. 

7. The events planned for the United Nations Office 
at Geneva would include a special gala performance at 
the Palais des Nations by two national musical groups 
whose talents would be made available without cost, 
but whose travel and subsistence costs would be charged 
to the United Nations. It is estimated that the groups 
in question might be made up of perhaps 10 to 20 artists 
each. 

8. In paragraph· 2 (b) of the annex, the General 
Assembly would recommend that a special seminar 
within the programme of advisory services should be 
organized in 1978 at Geneva, at the world-wide level, 
on the subject of national and local institutions for the 
promotion and protection of human rights. 

9. The Secretary-General stated that he assumed 
that the reference to the programme of advisory services 
meant that the resources for the seminar should be 
provided within the appropriations voted under sec
tion 15 of the regular programme budget, that is, from 
the regular programme of technical assistance. He pro
posed to provide those advisory services without dimi
nution of the current ( 1977) level of advisory services 
for human rights provided under section 15 pursuant 
to resolution 926 (X) of the General Assembly. Ac
cordingly, he would redeploy the necessary funds from 
the total resources available within section 15. 

10. On the basis of past experience, he estimated 
that the seminar would be attended by 32 participants, 
from various parts of the world, selected by the Divi
sion of Human Rights on the basis of equitable geo
graphical distribution. Conference-servicing staff and 
facilities would be provided by the United Nations 
Office at Geneva. 

11. Under the terms of paragraph 2 (c) of the 
annex, the General Assembly would request that ar
rangements be made for the award of human rights 
prizes as envisaged in recommendation C ·of the annex 
to resolution 2217 A (XXI). The Secretary-General 
stated that, on the basis of the criteria established 
therein and in the light of past practice, the following 
elements would be taken into account: 

(a) Travel and subsistence of the selection commit
tee of the winners of the human ri)!hts prizes. The com
mittee would be composed of the President of the Gen
eral Assembly, the President of the Economic and Social 
Council, the Chairman of the Commission on Human 
Rights, the Chairman of the Commission on the Status 
of Women and the Chairman of the Sub-Commission 
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Mi
norities. They would travel to New York for a five-day 
meeting to select the prize winners; 

(b) Interpretation would be provided in English, 
French and Spanish; 

(c) A number of prizes would be designed and 
manufactured; 

(d) The selection committee would be assisted by 
one substantive officer of the Division of Human Rights. 

12. In paragraph 2 (d) of the annex, the Gener2 
Assembly would request the dissemination by the Offic 
of Public Information of appropriate public informa 
tion, broadcasting and audio-visual material designe' 
to draw attention to and emphasize the importance o 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and th 
role played and work done by the United Nations t' 
ensure the effective enjoyment of human rights an' 
fundamental freedoms. In pa:-agraph 2 (e), the Assem 
bly would also request the issuance of updated version 
in all official languages of the United Nations of th 
publications Human Rights: A Compilation of Intern(] 
tiona/ Instruments of the United Nations12 and Unite, 
Nations Action in the Field of Human Rights;13 assist 
ance should be given to institutions which intended t, 
publish them in other languages. 

13. The Secretary~General indicated that, in carr) 
ing out its mandate, the Office of Public Informatio 
proposed to implement a programme which would in 
valve one exhibit, a number of publications and photc 
graphic displays described as follows: 

(a) The exhibit would be made up of a panel, 10 f1 
wide by 6 to 8 ft. high, displaying graphically the vari 
ous international instruments relating to human right 
and the Member States of the United Nations, and 
console incorporating push-button switches which woul 
show which countries have ratified a given instrumenl 

(b) Two pamphlets would be published: one, er 
titled "The United Nations and Human Rights", woul 
be a 100-page booklet ( 6" X 9") bringing up to dat 
and presenting in one publication all available inform2 
tion on action taken by the United Nations in the fie! 
of human rights; the other, entitled "International Bi 
of Human Rights", would be a pamphlet ( 6" X 9" 
of some 20 to 30 pages containing an introductior 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Intel 
national Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultun 
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil an 
Political Rights and the Optional Protocol thereto. 

(c) The photographic displays would include 6 
sets of 10 mounted photographs ( 16" X 20") wit 
mounted copy of the Declaration, produced for shi~ 
ment to and display at 60 information centres througt 
out the world, and for rotating display for specifie 
periods of time in selected cities in each country serve 
by a United Nations information centre. Captions i 
English, French and Spanish would be prepared ~ 
Headquarters and translated into local languages by ir 
formation centre staff at no additional cost. 

14. The Secretary-General stated that, should th 
General Assembly adopt the draft resolution containe 
in document A/C.3/32/L.45, an appropriation c 
$124,000 would be required under section 18 (Huma 
rights) of the proposed programme budget for the bier 
nium 1978-1979. Additional expenditure of $76,35 
would also arise under section 15 (Regular programm 
of technical assistance) but would not necessitate an 
additional appropriation, as explained in paragraph 
above. 

15. He also stated that the conference-servicing n 
quirements,. estimated at $175,060, would be the obje' 
of a separate request of appropriation under section 2 
after determining to what extent the costs involved migl 
be absorbed under existing resources. 

16. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ac 
visory Committee said the Committee concurred wit 

12 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.XIV.2. 
13 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.74.XIV.2. 
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the statement of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/99, 
para. I 5) to the effect that the financial implications 
arising under section 15 would be absorbed within the 
existing appropriation for that section and would yive 
rise to no additional appropriation. He stated further 
that some reduction was possible in the travel costs of 
the participants in the award of human rights prizes 
and through a scaling-down of some of the display 
panels proposed for public information purposes. As a 
result, an additional appropriation of only $I 00,000 
would be required under section I 8. He stated further 
that the conference-servicing costs, which were estimated 
at $175,000, could be absorbed within existing re
sources. 

I 7. Comments made by delegations in the course 
of the discussion of this question are reflected in the 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.65). 

Decision of the Committee 

18. The Fifth Committee decided, without a vote, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolution VII contained in the report of the Third 
Committee, an additional appropriation of $100,000 
would be required under section 18 and that conference
servicing costs amounting to $175,000 would be ab
sorbed within existing resources. 

DOCUMENT A/32/ 482 

Implications of draft resolutions IV, V and IX snbmitted by the Second Committee 
in document A/32/ 481 

(Agenda item 58) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

I. At its 68th meeting, on I 8 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statements by the Secretary-General ( A/C.5 /32/ 
I 04, A/C.5 /32/103 and A/C.5 /32/ I I 2) on the ad
ministrative an<i financial implications of draft resolu
tions IV, V and IX submitted by the Second Committee 
in its report (A/32/481, para. 55) concerning the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

2. In operative paragraph 1 of draft resolution IV, 
the General A5sembly would decide to convene a 
United Nations Conference on an International Code 
of Conduct on the Transfer of Technology under the 
auspices of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development, to be held from I 6 October to 
10 November 1978. In paragraph 3, the Secretary
General is requested to invite, inter alia. representa
tives of organizations that have received a standing 
invitation from the General Assemblv in accordance 
with A5semblv resolution 3237 (XXIX) and repre
sentatives of the national liberation movements recog
nized in its region by the Organization of African 
Unitv in accordance with Assembly resolution 3280 
(XX IX). Travel expenses and subsistence of those 
representatives would be paid for hv the United Nations 
in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 4 of the 
draft resolution. In paragraph 5 the Secretary-General 
would be requested to make the necessary arran.gements 
for holding the Conference at Geneva, including the 
provision of summary records, and in paragraph 6 the 
General Assemblv would decide that the languages of 
the Conference should be those used in the Assembly 
and ito;; Main Committees. 

3. In his statement (AIC.5132/J04L the Secretarv
General estimated the financial implications of the draft 
resolution at $19 L500. of '' h ich $15.600 related to 
travel and subsistence for representatives of organiza
tions invited to participate in the Conference in ac-

[Original: English] 
[18 December 1977] 

cordance with General Assembly resolutions 3237 
(XXIX), 3280 (XXIX) and 31/152, and $175,900 to 
the cost of providing summary records for the Confer
ence. The Secretary-General indicated that he intended 
to meet the requirements for travel and subsistence 
through redeployment of resources within section 11A. 
He also stated that conference-servicing costs would be 
included in the consolidated statement of conference
servicing costs to be submitted at the close of the 
current session of the General Assembly. 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee said the Committee recommended 
that the Fifth Committee should inform the .General 
Assembly that, should it adopt the draft resolution, no 
additional appropriations would be required in the pro
posed programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 

5. There was no discussion of this question in the 
Fifth Committee. 

Decision of the Committee 
6. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 

to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolution IV contained in the report of the 
Second Committee, no additional appropriations would 
be required for the proposed programme budget for 
the biennium 197 8-1979. 

B. DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

7. In operative paragraph 2 of draft resolution V, 
the General Assembly would decide to convene the 
fifth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development at Manila from 7 May to 1 June 1979 
and a pre-Conference meeting of senior officials at 
Manila on 3 and 4 May 1979. 

8. In his statement (A/C.S/32/103), the Secretary
General noted that, while the fifth session of the Con
ference had been taken into consideration in the pro
posed programme budget for the biennium 197 8-1979, 
the pre-Conference meeting had not been anticipated. 
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He indicated that the cost of the pr~-1'.:'onference l\1eet
ing would amount to $42,000 on the assumption that 
the senior officials referred to in the draft resolution 
would be government officials and not entitled to re
imbursement of travel and subsistence expenses by the 
United Nations. The Secretary-General also stated that 
he would not request an appropriation at the current 
stage for the costs involved. 

9. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Advi
sory Committee said the Committee recommended that 
the Fifth Committee should inform the General Assem
bly that, should it adopt the draft resolution, no addi
tional appropriations would be required in the proposed 
programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 

10. There was no discussion of this question in the 
Fifth Committee. 

Decision of the Committee 

11. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt draft resolution V contained in the report of 
the Second Committee, no additional appropriations 
would be required for the proposed programme budget 
for the biennium 1978-1979. 

C. DRAFT RESOLUTION IX 

12. In operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolu
tion, the General Assembly would reaffirm the urgency 
of establishing the common fund and, to that end, 
would request the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to 
undertake consultations with a view to reconvening the 

United Nations Negotiating Conference on a Commot 
Fund under the Integrated Programme for Commodi 
ties early in 1978. 

13. In his statement (A/C.S/32/112), the Secre 
tary-General estimated that the total requirements fa 
the implementation of the draft resolution would b 
$405,800 for conference-servicing costs. He added tha 
those costs had been estimated on a full-cost pasi 
and that, in the consolidated statement of conference 
servicing requirements to be submitted towards th 
close of the current session of the General Assembl) 
the extent to which the costs involved could be ab 
sorbed within existing resources would be indicated 

14. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad 
visory Committee said that the Committee noted .tha 
the financial implications in question had not bee1 
included in the consolidated statement of conference 
servicing requirements (A/C.5 /32/110). However, th 
Committee expected that those costs would be absorbe1 
under section 23B of the proposed programme budge 
for the biennium 1978-1979. 

15. There was no discussion of this question in th 
Fifth Committee. 

Decision of the Committee 

16. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec 
tion. to inform the General Assembly that, should 
adopt draft resolution IX contained in the report of th 
Second Committee, no additional appropriations waul 
be required for the proposed programme budget fc 
the biennium 197 8-1979. 

DOCUMENT A/32/483 

Implications of draft resolutions II and V submitted by the Second Committee 
in document A/32/462/ Add. I 

(Agenda item 59) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 64th and 65th meetings, on 15 Decem
ber 1977, the Fifth Committee, in accordance with 
rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General 
Assembly. considered the statement by the Secretary
General (A/C.S/32/90) on the administrative and fi
nancial implications of draft resolution II submitted by 
the Second Committee in its report (A/32/462/ Add. L 
para. 19). 

2. At its 66th meeting. on 17 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/97) 
on the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolution V recommended by the Second Committee 
in its report (A/32/462/Add.1, para. 19). 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

3. Under the terms of operative paragraph I of the 
draft resolution, the General Assembly would decide 
that the Third General Conference of the United Na
tions Industrial Development Organization should be 

[Original: Englisl 
[17 December 1971 

held for a period of three weeks in January/Febn 
ary 1980 at New Delhi. 

4. In his statement (A/C.S/32/90), the Secretar, 
General recalled that he had included an estimate ( 
expenditures related to the Third General Conferenc 
in his proposed programme budget for the biennim 
1978-1979 (A/32/6 and Corr.1 and 2, sect. 12A.2 
In the light of comments received from the Industri; 
Development Board at its eleventh session14 the est 
mate had been subsequently revised and the new est 
mate communicated to the Advisory Committee c 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions at its 197 
spring session. The Advisory Committee had recon 
mended that, in the absence of any indication by tl 
Secretary-General as to the amount of costs that l 
would be able to absorb from within existing resource 
an appropriation of $100.000 only should be voted c 
for inclusion in the 1978-1979 appropriation und1 
section 12 (UNIDO) (A/32/8 and Corr.l, paras. 12 

H Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-sec01 
Session, Supplement No. 16. 
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and 12.13). The Fifth Committee at its 31st meeting, 
on 1 November 1977, had approved in first reading 
an appropriation of $100,000 for the purpose, as rec
ommended by the Advisory Committee (A/C.5/32/ 
SR.31, para. 77). 

5. The Secretary-General further indicated that, 
having ascertained the exact timing and duration of 
the Third General Conference of UNIDO, he was in 
a position to submit his revised estimates, indicating 
also the requirements which UNIDO would be able 
to cover from within its existing resources. 

6. The total cost of holding the Third General 
Conference of UNIDO was estimated at $1,057,800, 
consisting of $99,600 for travel of staff engaged in pre
paratory work for the Conference, $192,600 for pre
session documentation, $243,400 for interpretation, 
$105,100 for in-session documentation, $123,100 for 
summary records, $63,600 for post-session documen
tation, $86,800 for travel of staff to service meetings, 
$36,700 for reproduction supplies, $32,100 for other 
conference staff, $4,300 for public information ac
tivities, $36,800 for overtime and night differential, 
$27,600 for the rental of the Hofburg premises and 
$6,100 for hospitality. 

7. In conclusion, the Secretary-General indicated 
that of the total cost of the Third General Conference 
of UNIDO, estimated at $1,057,800, UNIDO would 
be able to absorb a total amount of $229,100, bringing 
the total net additional resources requested for the 
holding of the Conference to $828,700. As was pointed 
out in paragraph 4 above, an appropriation in the 
amount of $100,000 had already been approved in first 
reading by the Fifth Committee. Accordingly, the Secre
tary-General was asking for an additional appropriation 
of $146,500 under section 12 for the biennium 1978-
1979 to carry out the preparatory activities for the 
Conference. He was also requesting authorization to 
enter into commitments for the balance of the net esti
mated cost ($582,200) which would be expended in 
early 1980. 

8. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in 
an oral statement, reported that the Committee con
::urred with the Secretary-General's estimate of the fi
llancial implications that the preparatory work for the 
Conference would entail in the biennium 1978-1979 in 
the event of the adoption of draft resolution II, and 
that an additional appropriation of $146,500 would be 
required under section 12. Furthermore, any additional 
~onference-servicing costs and other expenditures re
mlting from the draft resolution should be the subject 
)f a separate estimate to be presented to the General 
<\ssembly at its thirty-third session. 

9. Comments made in the course of the discussion 
)f this question in the Committee are reflected in the 
mmmary record of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.64 
md A/C.5 /32/SR.65). 

Decision of the Committee 

10. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
ion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
1dopt draft resolution II contained in the report of 
he Second Committee, an additional appropriation of 
; 146,500 would be required under section 12, on the 
mderstanding that estimates on the requirements for 
he inclusion of Arabic as an official language of the 
rhird General Conference would be the subject of a 

separate statement of financial implications to be de
cided upon at the current session of the General 
Assembly. 

B. DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

11. Under the terms of operative paragraph 1 of 
the draft resolution, the General Assembly would de
cide that the United Nations Conference on the Estab
lishment of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization as a Specialized Agency should be con
vened for a period of three weeks, beginning on 20 Feb
ruary 1978. 

12. In his report (A/C.5/32/97), the Secretary
General indicated that the total cost of holding the 
Conference was estimated at $640,500 consisting of 
$23,800 for travel and subsistence of substantive staff 
and representatives of national liberation movements, 
$43,200 relating to security services, telecommuni
cation engineering and general operating expenses, 
$60,000 for pre-session documentation, $302,600 for 
in-session documentation, $17,500 for post-session doc
umentation, $141,700 for travel of staff to service meet
ings, $49,700 for reproduction and distribution costs 
and $2,000 for other conference staff. 

13. The Secretary-General furthP-r noted that the 
Office of Public Information indicated that it would 
be able to absorb from within existing resources any 
expenditures relating to necessary information services. 

14. In conclusion, the Secretary-General stated 
that, while the total cost of holding the Conference was 
estimated at $640,500, the adoption of the draft reso
lution would require an appropriation of $23,800 in 
the proposed programme budget under section 12 for 
travel and subsistence of substantive staff and rep
resentatives of national liberation movements. The 
conference-servicing requirements of the Conference 
would be the subject of a separate request for an ap
propriation under section 23 after the Secretary-General 
had taken into account the available permanent and 
temporary resources of the Organization. 

15. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in 
an oral statement, reported that the, Committee agreed 
·to the Secretary-General's request for an additional ap
propriation of $23,800 under section 12 of the pro
posed programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 
He further stated that the Advisory Committee under
stood that the conference-servicing requirements of the 
Conference would be the subject of a separate request 
for an appropriation under section 23 after the Secre
tary-General had taken into account the available per
manent and temporary resources of the Organization. 
He also said that the Advisory Committee expected 
that the Secretary-General would be able to indicate 
in the consolidated statement on conference-servicing 
costs under section 23 that it would be possible to 
absorb the entire amount requested for conference serv
icing from within existing resources. 

16. Comments made in the course of the discussion 
of this question in the Committee are reflected in the 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.66). 

Decision of the Committee 

17. The Fifth Committee decided, by 75 votes 
to 9, with 1 abstention, to inform the General Assembly 
that, should it adopt draft resolution V contained in 
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the report of the Second Committee, an additional 
appropriation of $23,800 would be required under 
section 12 and that conference-servicing requirements 

not exceeding $616,700 would be considered in the 
context of the consolidated statement which would be 
submitted to the Committee at a later stage. 

DOCUMENT A/32/ 484 

Implications of draft resolutions IV and V submitted by the Second Committee 
in document A/32/463 

(Agenda item 62) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 63rd meeting, on 14 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/84) 
on the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolution IV, concerning living conditions of the Pal
estinian people, submitted by the Second Committee 
in its report (A/32/463, para. 32). 

2. At its 66th meeting, on 17 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 1S3 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5 /32/98) 
on the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolution V, concerning the United Nations Confer
ence on Desertification, submitted by the Second Com
mittee in its report (A/32/463, para. 32). 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

3. Under the terms of operative paragraph 2 of the 
draft resolution, the General Assembly would request 
the Secretary-General, in collaboration with relevant 
United Nations organs and specialized agencies, par
ticularly the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East and the Eco
nomic Commission for Western Asia, to prepare and 
submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-third ses
sion a comprehensive and analytical report on the 
social and economic impact of the Israeli occupation 
on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in 
the occupied territories. 

4. In his statement (A/C.5/32/84 ), the Secretary
General estimated the financia:l implications of the draft 
resolution at $159,SOO, of which $110,900 was for 
the human settlements programme under section SA of 
the proposed programme budget for 1978-1979, and 
$48,600 for conference-servicing costs under section 23. 
The statement further indicated that a report would 
be made to the Fifth Committee on the extent to which 
conference-servicing costs could be absorbed from 
within available resources under section 23 in the light 
of the over-all pattern of conferences for 197 8. 

5. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Advi
sory Committee informed the Fifth Committee that the 
Advisory Committee accepted the Secretary-General's 
estimate of $110,900 under section SA of the proposed 
programme budget for 1978-1979 and expected that 
conference-servicing costs in the amount of $48,600 
would be absorbed. 

[Original: English] 
[17 December 1977] 

6. Comments made in the course of the discussion 
of this question in the Committee are reflected in the 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.S/32/SR.63). 

Decision of the Committee 

7. The Fifth Committee decided, by 74 votes to 3, 
with 15 abstentions, to inform the General Assembly 
that, should it adopt draft resolution IV contained in 
the report of the Second Committee, an additional ap
propriation in the amount of $110,900 would be re
quired under section SA of the proposed programme 
budget for 197 8-1979. 

B. DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

8. In operative paragraph 6 of the draft resolution, 
the General Assembly would request the regional com
missions to take certain steps, including the holding 
of meetings, workshops and seminars, to consider the 
immediate implementation of the recommendations 
contained in section V of the Plan of Action to Combat 
Desertification.15 ln paragraph 10, the Assembly would 
authorize the Executive Director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme to convene immediately a 
consultative group. 

9. In his statement (A/C.S/32/98), the Secretary
General indicated that, as far as action to be taken 
by the regional commissions was concerned, the com
missions would review the request at their next regular 
meetings. He further stated that in the absence of de
tailed plans of action there was no basis for financial 
implications at the current stage. 

10. Referring to the request for the convening ol 
a consultative group, the Secretary-General stated tha1 
the composition of the group envisaged in the draf1 
resolution did not fall dearly into either the categof) 
of an intergovernmental meeting or that of an ad hoc 
expert group. Accordingly, he assumed that no financia· 
implications would arise in respect of the regular bud
get of the organization. To the extent that conference
servicing facilities were available at Nairobi, they woulc 
be provided for from within existing resources. 

11. Referring to the preparation of the study or 
the establishment and operations of a special accoun 
within the United Nations for implementing the Plar 
of Action (paras. 11 and 12 of the draft resolution) 
the Secretary-General noted that such an exercis1 
would be basically to generate support for an extra 
budgetary activity. Accordingly, the Secretary-Genera 

15 A/CONF.74/36, chap. I. 
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tssumed that any related costs would not be borne by 
he regular budget. Furthermore, he indicated that 
he study by high-level specialists called for in para
~raph 13 of the draft resolution would be submitted 
o the Governing Council of the United Nations En
rironment Programme at its sixth session, and any 
·elated financial implications would take into account 
heir recommendations. 

12. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in 
m oral statement, reported that the Committee noted 
he Secretary-General's views expressed in paragraph 
3 of his statement. It was the Advisory Committee's 

mderstanding, based on the above paragraph, that the 
tdoption of the draft resolution would give rise to 
orne financial implications, but that, in the opinion of 

the Secretary-General, no additional appropriations 
would be required under the regular budget of the 
Organization and that extrabudgetary resources should 
be utilized. He continued that the Fifth Committee 
might therefore wish to inform the General Assembly 
that the draft resolution would not give rise to addi
tional appropriations under the regular budget of the 
Organization for the biennium 197 8-1979. 

Decision of the Committee 

13. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt draft resolution V contained in the report of 
the Second Committee, no additional appropriations 
would be required for the proposed programme budget 
for the biennium 1978-1979. 

DOCUMENTS A/32/485 AND ADD.l 

mplications of draft resolutions I to IV submitted by the Second Committee in document A/32/480 and 
of the draft resolution submitted in document A/32/480/ Add. I 

(Agenda item 67) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

DOCUMENT A/32/485 

PART I 

[Original: English] 
[18 December 1977] 

1. At its 66th and 68th meetings, on 17 and 18 De
ember 1977, the Fifth Committee, in accordance with 
ule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General 
\.ssembly, considered the statements by the Secretary
ieneral (A/C.5/32/106, A/C.5/32/102, A!C.5/32/ 
08 and A/C.5 /32/101) on the administrative and 
mancial implications of draft resolutions I to IV sub
nitted by the Second Committee in its report (A/32/ 
80, para. 41). 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

2. In operative paragraph 2 of draft resolution I, 
he General Assembly would decide to convene a spe
ial session of the Assembly in 1980 in order to assess 
he progress made in the various forums of the United 
~ations system in the establishment of the new inter
ational economic order; under the terms of para
raphs 3 and 4 the Assembly would establish a com-
1ittee of the whole which should meet. as and when 
equired, during the intersessional periods until the 
pecial session of the Assembly and assist it by acting 
s the focal point in: 

(a) Overseeing and monitoring the implementation 
f decisions and agreements reached in the negotiations 
n the establishment of the new international economic 
rder in the appropriate bodies of the United Nations 
ystem; 

(h) Providing impetus for resolving difficulties in 
egotiations and for encouraging the continuing work 
1 those bodtes; 

(c) Serving, where appropriate, as a forum for 
1cilitating and expediting agreement on the resolution 
f outstanding issues; 

(d) Exploring and exchanging views on global eco
nomic problems and priorities. 

3. In his statement (A/C.5/32/106), the Secretary
General estimated the financial implications of the draft 
resolution at $351,500 for the biennium 1978-1979 to 
cover the conference-servicing costs of two sessions of 
the committee of the whole in 1978-1979 and travel 
expenses of substantive staff to attend meetings of the 
committee. In addition, a preliminary estimate of 
$1,226,500 was given to cover the costs of the special 
session of the General Assembly in 1980. The Secretary
General indicated that $289,900 of conference-servicing 
costs would be included in the consolidated statement 
of conference-servicing costs to be submitted at the 
close of the current session of the Assembly. He also 
indicated that he would not request an appropriation 
at the current stage for $61,600 for travel of sub
stantive staff. 

4. In an oral statement at the 68th meeting, the 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee said the Com
mittee recommended that the Fifth Committee should 
inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt the 
draft resolution, no additional financial implications 
would be required in the proposed programme budget 
for the biennium 1978-1979. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolution I contained in the report of the Second 
Committee, no additional appropriations would be re
quired for the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1979. 

B. DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

6. In operative paragraph I of draft resolution II, 
concerning the effects of the world inflationary phe
nomenon on the development process, the General 
Assembly would request the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
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to e~tablish a high-level governmental group of experts, 
on a basis of equitable geographical representation: 

(a) To prepare a broad and comprehensive study 
of the current inflationary phenomenon whose effects 
continued to exert a negative influence on the economies 
of all countries, particularly the developing countries; 

(b) To formulate recommendations on possible 
measures to combat the international inflationary pro
cess and make it possible to formulate policies designed 
to reduce the economic and social effects of inflation. 

7. In his statement (A/C.S/32/102), the Secretary
General noted that the financial implications of the 
draft resolution were estimated at $SO,OOO, to cover 
the costs of fees and travel for consultants to assist 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development to prepare background ma
terial in connexion with the meetings of the high-level 
governmental group of experts. The Secretary-General 
indicated that he would make every effort to meet 
those requirements from within existing resources. In 
addition, conference-servicing costs were estimated at 
$99,400 or $130.300, depending upon whether a one
week session or a two-week session would be required, 
and those amounts would be included in the consoli
dated statement of conference-servicing costs to be sub
mitted by the Secretary-General at the close of the 
current session of the General Assembly. 

8. In an oral statement at the 68th meeting, the 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee said the Com
mittee recommended that the Fifth Committee should 
inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt the 
draft resolution, the costs of consultants would be met 
within the amount appropriated under section 11A, and 
the conference-servicing costs would be met within the 
amount appropriated under section 23. 

Decision of the Committee 

9. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolution II contained in the report of the Second 
Committee, the costs involved would be met within the 
amounts appropriated under the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 

C. DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

10. In operative paragraph I of draft resolution III, 
concerning multilateral development assistance for the 
exploration of natural resources, the General Assembly 
would request the Secretary-General to prepare, with 
the assistance of a group of high-level experts appointed 
bv him on the recommendation of Governments and 
.,.:ith due regard to equitable geographical distribution, 
a report on the following, including conclusions and 
recommendations, taking into account studies already 
undertaken within the United Nations system: 

(a) An estimate of the financial requirements over 
the next 1 0 to 1S years for the exploration and location 
nf natural resources in developing countries which in
dlc.tte to the Secretary-General their interest; 

(h) The availability of multilateral mechanisms for 
the provision of adequate finance for the exploration 
of natural resources with special reference to the avail
ability of soft loans with an element of subsidy for 
developing countries, bearing in mind, inter alia, the 
special needs of the least developed, land-locked and 

island developing countries and the most seriously a 
fected among them; 

(c) The availability of mechanisms for the transf, 
of technology to developing countries for explorati< 
and exploitation of natural resources. 

11. In his statement (A/C.S/32/108), the Seer 
tary-General estimated the total requirements for tl 
implementation of the draft resolution at $178,400, . 
which $S8,600 would be required for consultants ar 
the attendance of experts at two meetings, and $119,8( 
for conference-servicing costs. The Secretary-Gener 
stated that the amount of $119,800 had been estimat• 
on a full-cost basis and that a request for addition 
appropriations, should they be required, would be i 
eluded in the consolidated report on conference-ser 
icing requirements which was being submitted to tl 
General Assembly. As for the amount of $S8,6( 
which would be required for consultants and expel 
under the programme entitled "Natural resourc• 
energy and transport" of section SA of the propos· 
programme budget for 197 8-1979, the Secretary-Ge 
era! indicated that he would attempt to absorb t 
cost within the total resources available in that sectic 
reflecting any additional costs, if incurred, in the fi1 
performance report for the biennium 1978-1979. 

12. In an oral statement at the 68th meeting, t 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee said the Co1 
mittee recommended that the Secretary-General shot 
absorb the amount of $S8,600 which would be 1 

quired under the programme entitled "Natural 1 

sources, energy and transport" of section SA of t 
proposed programme budget for 1978-1979. The A 
visory Committee also expected that the conferen< 
servicing costs of $119,800, would be absorbed. 

Decision of the Committee 

13. The Fifth Committee decided, without obj• 
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should 
adopt draft resolution III contained in the report 
the Second Committee, no additional appropciatic 
would be required for the proposed programme bud; 
for the biennium 1978-1979. 

D. DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

14. Under operative paragraph 1 of draft reso 
tion IV, concerning finance for development, the G• 
era! Assembly would request the Secretary-General 
prepare, with the' assistance of a group of high-le 
experts, a report on: 

(a) The guarantee powers of existing internatio 
financial institutions and their possible enlargement 

(b) The feasibility and desirability of establish 
a multilateral insurance and reinsurance agency. 

IS. In his statement (A/C.S/32/101 ), the Sec 
tary-General estimated the financial implications of 
draft resolution at $70,000. The estimates covered 
costs of travel and subsistence for a group of high-le 
experts to consider steps relating to the accelerat 
of the transfer of real resources to developing countr 
and of the services of senior consultants to prep 
material for the group as requested in paragraph 2 
the draft resolution. In addition, the financial impli 
tions of conference-servicing costs were estimated 
$43,400; however, that amount would be reviewed 
the consolidated statement to be prepared at the ' 
of the current session of the General Assembly. 
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16. In an oral statement at the 66th meeting, the 
:=hairman of the Advisory Committee said the Com
nittee recommended that the Fifth Committee should 
nform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
:he draft resolution, an additional appropriation ·Jf 
&50,000 would be needed under section 11 A for travel 
md subsistence costs of the members of the high-level 
~roup. The Committee concurred with the estimate of 
&43,400 for conference-servicing costs, but recom
nended that the amount be absorbed within existing 
·esources. 

17. Comments made in the course of the discussion 
Jf this question in the Committee are reflected in the 
;ummary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.66). 

Decision of the Committee 

18. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
ion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
tdopt draft resolution IV contained in the report of 
he Second Committee. an additional appropriation of 
~50,000 would be required under section 1 I A of the 
1rogramme budget for 1978-1979. Conference-servicing 
:osts would be met within the appropriations for the 
1iennium 197 8-1979. 

DOCUMENT A/32!48.5! ADD.l 

PART II 

[Orir;inal: Enr;lish] 
[.?0 December 1977] 

I. At its 70th meeting. on 19 December I977, the 
~ifth Committee. in accordance with rule 153 of the 
ules of procedure of the General Assembly and with 
egulation 13.1 of the Financial Regulations of the 
Jnited Nations, considered the statement of adminis
rative and financial implications (A/C.5/32/86 and 
~orr. I ) which the Secretary-General submitted in re
pect of the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Commit
ee on the Restructuring of the Economic and Social 
~ectors of the United Nations System based on the re
tort of the Committee',; as prepared by the Rapporteur 
,f the Ad Hoc Committee in the light of the delibera
ions of the contact group. 

2. The Fifth Committee also had before it an 
mendment (A/C.5 /32/86/ Amend. I) to the Secretary
ieneral's statement which provided additional informa
ion regarding the administrative and financial implica
ions of the draft report of the Ad Hoc Committee in 
he light of the discussions in the Economic and Social 
:ouncil at its 2090th meeting, on 14 December 1977_17 

3. In addition, the Fifth Committee had before it 
second amendment (A/C.5/32/86/Amend.2) to the 

ecretary-General's statement which reflected the ad-
1inistrative and financial implications of a tentative 
ecision which was reached at an informal meeting of 
1e Second Committee, on 16 December 1977, regard-
1g the high-level official referred to in paragraph 6418 

16 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty
·cond Session, Supplement No. 34 and corrigendum, chap
r III. 

17 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
esumed Sixtv-third Session. 
18 Paragraph 5 of section VIII in chapter III of the provi

onal mimeographed version of the report (A/32/34 and 
orr.l (part I)). 

of the recommendations contained in chapter III of the 
report of the Ad Hoc Committee, and which was sub
sequently adopted by the Second Committee at its 65th 
meeting, on 19 December 1977, in the draft resolution 
submitted by the Second Committee in its report 
(A/32/480/Add.l, para. 15). 

4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in 
an oral statement, gave that Committee's recommenda
tions on the statement of administrative and financial 
implications, as amended. 

5. In the second amendment to his statement of 
administrative and financial implications ( A/C.5 /32/ 
86/ Amend.2, annex), the Secretary-General estimated 
the total additional costs arising from the recommenda
tions of the Ad Hoc Committee at $1.856.100. offset by 
income from staff assessment amounting to $397.300. 
which would result in net additional r~quirements of 
$1,458,800. 

6. Included in that figure was provision for the 
over-all remuneration of a Director-General for De
velopment and International Economic Co-operation. 

7. The Secretary-General drew the attention of the 
General Assembly to the need to amend annex I. para
graphs I and 2, of the Staff Regulations should the 
Assembly decide to establish the post of Director-Gen
eral. The Secretary-General accordingly submitted draft 
amendments to the relevant paragraphs of the Staff 
Regulations. 

8. The Secretary-General. in his original statement 
of administrative and financial implications ( A!C.5 I 
32/86, para. 65), requested the approval of the Gen
eral Assembly to establish four new organizational units 
of the Secretariat in four new and separate sections of 
the 1978-1979 programme budget, to be called pro
visionally sections 5C, 5D, 5E and 5F, and requested 
the prior approval of the Assembly, under regulation 
4.5 of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, 
to transfer such resources as would be necessary to 
begin implementing the recommendations of the- Ad 
Hoc Committee. The Advisory Committee concurred 
with the proposal of the Secretary-General to create 
four new sections, namely, 5C. 5D, 5E and SF. 

9. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee re
ported that Committee's recommendations on certain 
reductions in the total requirements recommended by 
the Secretary-General. They included the recommenda
tion that, under section 5F, the General Assembly 
should establish only the posts of the Director-General 
and of his personal assistant ( G-5) and secretary ( G-4) 
at the current stage, and that the remaining posts be 
provided in I978 in the form of temporary assistance. 
Requirements in terms of numbers and grades would 
be reviewed by the General Assembly at its thirty-third 
session, when provision could be made for the neces
sary funds in I979. The Committee had no objection 
to the Secretary-General's requests for 2 Assistant Secre
taries-General and 4 General Service posts under the 
proposed section 5C, provisionally entitled '·Depart
ment of Economic Co-operation and Development"; 
2 reclassifications (I from D-2 to A~sistant Secretary
General and I from Assistant Secretary-General to 
Under-Secretary-General) under section 5D, provision
ally entitled "Department of Technical Co-operation 
for Development"; and 1 reclassification (from D-:' 
to Assistant Secretary-General) under section 5E, pro
visionally entitled "Office of Secretariat Service-; for 
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Economic and Social Matters". The Advisory Com
mittee did not disagree with the conclusion of the 
Secretary-General concerning the total remuneration, 
including the component elements recommended by the 
Secretary-General, for the Director-General for De
velopment and International Economic Co-operation. 
The Advisory Committee also endorsed the draft 
amendments to annex I, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the 
Staff Regulations recommended by the Secretary-Gen
eral. 

10. The Advisory Committee also recommended 
that the General Assembly should authorize the Secre
tary-General, with the concurrence of the Advisory 
Committee, to transfer functions and related credits 
between sections of the programme budget for the bien
nium 1978-1979 to give effect to the decisions in the 
draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee. 

11. Comments made in the course of the discussion 
of this question in the Committee are reflected in the 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.70). 

12. Before taking its decisions on the financial im
plications of the draft resolution, the Fifth Committee 
considered two amendments proposed by the USSR. 

13. The first amendment would have substituted 
the word "remuneration" for the word "salary" in the 
phrase "the Director-General for Development and In
ternational Economic Co-operation shall receive a sal
ary ... " in the Secretary-General's proposed amend
ment to paragraph 1 of annex I of the Staff Regulations, 
as stated in paragraph 8.1 of document A/C.S/32/86/ 
Amend.2, which, in the opinion of the delegation of 
the USSR, would be in keeping with the content of the 
draft resolution submitted in the Second Committee, 19 

which was adopted by consensus. This amendment was 
rejected by 58 votes to 10, with 22 abstentions. 

14. The second amendment proposed by the USSR 
would have deleted the words "functions and" from the 
recommendation of the Advisory Committee as con
tained in paragraph 10 above, inasmuch as, in the 
opinion of the delegation of the USSR, the transfer of 
functions fell within the competence of the Second 
Committee which had already taken a decision on the 
question. The amendment was rejected by 66 votes to 
11, with 12 abstentions. 

Decision of the Committee· 

15. The Fifth Committee decided, by 82 votes to 
8, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt the draft resolution of the Second Committee, 
there would be need to take the following action: 

(a) Appropriate $333,600 under the new section 
SC of the proposed programme budget for 1978-1979; 

(b) Appropriate $37,500 under the new section 
SD; 

(c) Appropriate $22,700 under the new section 
SE; 

19 Document A/C.2/32/L.107 of 17 December 1977 . 

(d) Appropriate $482,500 under the new sectior 
SF; 

(e) Appropriate an additional amount of $280,80( 
under section 22D; 

(f) Appropriate an additional amount of $304,00( 
for staff assessment under section 25; 

(g) Appropriate an additional amount of $304,00( 
for staff assessment under income section 1. 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

16. At its 70th meeting, the Fifth Committee de 
cided, without objection, to recommend that the Ger 
eral Assembly should create four new sections in th 
programme budget for 1978-1979, to be called prov 
sionally sections SC, SD, SE and SF. 

17. At the same meeting, the Fifth Committee d< 
cided, by 81 votes to 8, to recommend that the Gener: 
Assembly should amend paragraphs 1 and 2 of annex 
of the Staff Regulations to read as follows: 

"1. The Administrator of the United Natior 
Development Programme, having the status equiv: 
lent to that of the executive head of a major sp' 
cialized agency, shall receive a salary of $US 99,35 
per year; the Director-General for Development ar 
International Economic Co-operation shall receive 
salary of $US 99,350 per year; an Under-Secretar 
General shall receive a salary of $US 67,430 p 
year, subject to the staff assessment plan provided 
staff regulation 3.3 and to post adjustments wherev 
applied. If otherwise eligible, they shall receive tl 
allowances which are available to staff membe 
generally. 

"2. The Secretary-General is authorized, on t 
basis of appropriate justification and/or reportir 
to make additional payments to the Director-Gene1 
for Development and International Economic C 
operation, to Under-Secretaries-General and Assi 
ant Secretaries-General to compensate for such sr 
cial costs as may be reasonably incurred, in t 
interests of the Organization, in the performance 
duties assigned to them by the Secretary-Gener 
The maximum total amount of such payments is 
be determined in the programme budget by t 
General Assembly." 

18. Also at the same meeting, the Fifth Comrr 
tee decided, by 81 votes to none, with 10 abstentio 
to recommend that the General Assembly shm 
authorize the Secretary-General, with the concurrer 
of the Advisory Committee, to transfer functions a 
related credits between sections of the programme b1 
get for the biennium 1978-1979 to give effect to 
decisions in the draft resolution submitted by 
Second Committee (A/32/480/Add.1, para. 15). 
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DOCUMENT A/32/486 

mplications of the draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in document A/32/ 456 

(Agenda item 70) 

Report of tb~ :;; Ifth Committee 

1. At its 65th meeting, on I 5 December 1977, the 
fth Committee, in acco~rdance with rule 153 of the 
les of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
! statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/93) 
the administrative and financial implications of the 

aft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in 
report (A/32/456, para. 9) concerning economic 

-operation among developing countries. 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
~ financial implications of the draft resolution at 
21,00Q representing the costs of 3 new e'stablished 
sts at the P-4 level and 2 at the General Service 
·el and $20,000 in travel. 

3. The Advisory Committee, in an oral report in
tduced by the Chairman, recommended that only 2 
:1- posts and 1 General Service post should be ap
)Ved. Consequently, 'the Advisory Committee recom
mded that the Fifth Committee should inform the 
:neral Assembly that: should it adopt the draft reso-

[Original: Englishj 
f 18 December 1977] 

lution, an additional appropriation of $120,000 would 
be required under section I I A of the proposed pro
gramme budget for the biennium I 97 8-1979. In addi
tion, an amount of $3 I ,500 would be required for staff 
assessment under section 25, offset by a similar amount 
under income section 1. 

4. Comments made by delegations in the course 
of the discussion of this question are reflected in the 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.65). 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the Second Committee, an addi
tional appropriation of $I 20,000 would be required 
under section I I A of the proposed programme budget 
for the biennium 1978-1979. In addition, an amount 
of $3 I ,500 would be required for staff assessment un
der section 25, offset by a similar amount under income 
section I. 

DOCUMENT A/32/487 

Implications of the draft resolution contained in document A/32/L.48 

(Agenda item 3 2) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 67th meeting, on 17 December 1977, the 
'th Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
es of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
tatement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/109) 
the administrative and financial implications of the 

1ft resolution contained in document A/32/L.48. 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution the 
:neral Assembly would: 

(a) Approve the convening of the seventh session 
the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of 
: Sea at Geneva for the period from 28 March to 

May I 978, with a possible extension to 19 May 
)Uld the Conference so decide, and empower the 
,nference, if the progress of its work warranted, to 
::ide at that stage to hold further meetings under 
·angements to be determined in consultation with the 
:retary-General; 

(b) Authorize the Secretary-General to make avail
[e appropriate facilities to that end, as well as the 
:essary facilities for informal consultations between 
:sions among delegations of States participating in the 
,nference. 

[Original: English 1 
[19 December 1977] 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
the financial implications of the draft resolution at 
$3,056,300, comprising $2,781,400 for direct confer
ence-servicing costs and $274,900 for other costs (in
cluding $6.800 for the reclassification of a P-3 post to 
the P-4 level. Should the seventh session of the Con
ference last eight weeks, instead of seven weeks, the 
estimated costs would increase by $351 ,500 to a total 
of $3,407,800 (comprising $3,105,100 for direct con
ference-servicing costs and $302,700 for other costs, 
again including $6,800 for the reclassification of a 
P-3 post to P-4). The statement indicated that the 
direct conference-servicing costs in question would be 
included in the consolidated statement of conference
servicing costs to be submitted at a later stage, but that 
the adoption of the draft resolution would result in 
additional requirements of $274,900 under section 2B 
of the programme budget for the biennium I978-I979. 
If the session was to last eight weeks the requirements 
would be $302,700. 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee informed the Fifth Committee that 
the Advisory Committee concurred with the estimated 
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costs submitted in the Secretary-General's statement 
of financial implications, that the adoption of the draft 
resolution would result in additional appropriations of 
$274,900 under section 2B of the programme budget 
for the biennium 1978-1979 and that conference-serv
icing costs not exceeding $2,781,400 would be con
sidered in the context of the consolidated statement on 
conference-servicing costs for 1978. He further stated 
that any additional costs which might arise due to 
possible prolongation of the session to eight weeks 
should be absorbed within existing resources. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objectiot 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it ado1 
the draft resolution contained in document A/32/L.4l 
conference-servicing costs not exceeding $2,781,40 
would be considered in the context of the consolidate 
statement of conference-servicing costs and that add 
tional requirements in the amount of $274,900 woul 
be required under section 2B of the proposed pn 
gramme budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 
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Introduction 

1. Under agenda item I 00, the Fifth Committee 
considered the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium I 978-1979. The Committee recommends a 
gross appropriation of $985,9 I 3,300 and an estimate 
for income (other than income derived from staff as
sessment) of $19,81~,600. The net expenditure for the 
biennium I 978- I 979 is thus estimated at $966,099,700. 

2. With regard to the Working Capital Fund, the 
Committee recommends that the Fund should be main
tained for the biennium 1978-1979 at the level of 
$40 million. 

3. The Committee also recommends an estimate 
of $I 54.304,600 as staff assessment for transfer in the 
course of the biennium I 978-1979 to the Tax Equaliza
tion Fund, from which credits are distributed to Mem
ber States in accordance with General Assembly reso
lution 973 (X) of I 5 December 1955. 

4. For its examination of the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1978-1979, the Committee 
had~before it, as basic documents, the proposed pro
gramme budget for the biennium I 978- I 979 submitted 
by the Secretary-General (A/32/6 and Corr.J and 2), 
the first report of the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions on the proposed pro
gramme budget for the biennium I 978- I 979 (A/32/8 
and Corr.l ) and the report of the Committee for Pro
gramme and Co-ordination on the work of its seven
teenth session ( A/32/38). Revised estimates for va
rious appropriation sections were considered on the 
basis of subsequent reports of the Secretary-General 
and the Advisory Committee. 

5. The general debate on the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1978-1979 was held at the 
2nd: 5th. 7th, 9th, II th to 13th, 15th and 16th meet
ings. between 23 September and 13 October 1977, 
and is reflected in the relevant summary records (A/ 
C.5/32/SR.2, 5, 7, 9, 11-13, 15 and 16). 

6. Oral statements were made by the Secretary
General (A/C.S/32/12) and the Chairman of the 

Decisions of the Committee 
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Advisory Committee (A/C.S/32/13) at the 2nd meet
ing, on 23 September. 

7. The reservations expressed by delegations with 
respect to certain items of expenditure included in the 
budget estimates are reflected in the summary records 
of the meetings mentioned in paragraph 5 above. 

Consideration of special subjects 

A. REVISION OF THE FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

8. At its 4th meeting, on 28 September, the Fifth 
Committee decided to recommend that the General 
Assembly should approve the revisions to financial 
regulRtions I I. I, I I.4 and 12.10 recommended by 
the Secretary-General in his report (A/C.S/31/58), 
as amended by the Advisory Committee in its first re
port on the proposed programme budget for the bien
nium I 978-I979 (A/32/8 and Corr.I, para. 93). The 
decision taken by the Committee on this question has 
been dealt with in a separate report to the Assembly 
(A/32/389). . 

9. The Advisory Committee, in its report (ibid., 
paras. 96- I 02), requested that an appropriate draft 
of a revision of the Financial Regulations on the ques
tion of commitment against future financial periods 
be submitted to the General Assembly at its current 
session. 

I 0. Accordingly, the Secretary-General, in annex I 
to his report on the subject (A/C.S/32/34 and Corr.l), 
submitted a proposed revision of financial regulation 
I 0.2 as well as a proposed rewording of operative 
paragraph 1 of the draft resolution on unforeseen and 
extraordinary expenses, which would carry out the 
provision in the regulation with respect to such ex
penses for the biennium 1978-1979. Annex II of his 
report contained certain changes in the Financial Regu
lations proposed by the United Nations Board of Audi
tors, which are described in those regulations as "addi
tional terms of reference governing the audit of the 
United Nations". 
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Decision of the Committee 

11. At its 47th meeting, on 22 November, the 
Fifth Committee decided to postpone to the thirty
third session its consideration of the report of the 
Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/34 and Corr.l) (see 
para. 255 (a) below). 

B. USE OF EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS IN 

THE UNITED NATIONS 

12. The report of the Secretary-General on the use 
of experts and consultants in the United Nations (A/ 
C.5 /32/7), submitted in compliance with General As
sembly resolution 31/205 of 22 December 197 6, was 
considered by the Committee at its 4th, 6th and lOth 
meetings on 28 and 30 September and 6 October 1 977. 

13. An oral statement was made by the Chairman 
of the Advisory Committee at the 4th meeting. 

14. At the same meeting, the Under-Secretary
General for Administration and Management intro
duced the report of the Secretary-General and, at both 
the 4th and 6th meetings, replied to queries. 

15. At the 1Oth meeting, the representative of 
Poland introduced a draft resolution (A/C.5/32/L.6) 
on behalf of Poland and Trinidad and Tobago, which 
read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its decision of the twenty-ninth session 
taken at the 2325th meeting on 18 December 1974, 
outlining principles and guidelines for the use of ex
perts and consultants in the United Nations, 

"Recalling also its decision of the thirtieth session 
taken at the 2444th meeting on 17 December 1975, 
reaffirming its conviction that the aforesaid princi
ples and guidelines should be implemented promptly, 
fully and effectively, 

" ... [the third to the sixth preambular paragraphs 
and operative paragraph 1 are the same as the sec
ond to the fifth preambular paragraphs and operative 
paragraph 1 of draft resolution I in paragraph 256 
below]; 

"2. Considers that such a report should contain 
detailed comparative data, as well as a statement 
evaluating the status of implementation of the prin
ciples and guidelines as set by the General Assembly; 

"3. Decides to consider the question of the use 
of experts and consultants in the United Nations at 
the thirty-third session of the General Assembly." 

16. The representative of the Philippines orally 
proposed that the first and second preambular para
graphs of the draft resolution should be combined, 
and that in the latter paragraph the words "reaffirming 
its conviction that" should be replaced by the words 
"in which it reaffirmed" and the word "which" added 
between the words "guidelines" and "should". He also 
proposed the deletion of the fourth preambular para
graph, but subsequently withdrew the proposal. 

17. The Chairman of the Committee proposed that 
the word "Considers" in operative paragraph 2 should 
be replaced by the words "Requests further", and that 
operative paragraph 3 should be deleted. 

18. The sponsors of the draft resolution accepted 
the amendments orally proposed by the Philippines 
and the Chairman. 

19. The Philippines then became a sponsor of the 
draft resolution. 

20. Comments made by delegations in the course 
of the discussion are reflected in the summary records 
of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.4, 6 and 10). 

Decision of the Committee 

21. At its 1Oth meeting, the Fifth Committee, 
without objection, adopted draft resolution A/C.5/ 
32/L.6, as orally amended (see para. 256 below, draft 
resolution I). 

C. EXPANSION OF MEETING ROOMS AND IMPROVE
MENT OF CONFERENCE-SERVICING AND DELEGATE 
FACILITIES AT UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS 

22. The Committee considered the subject at its 
21st, 24th and 25th meetings,20 on 20, 24 and 25 Oc
tober; it had before it the report of the Secretary
General on the expansion of meeting rooms and 
improvement of conference-servicing and delegate fa
cilities at United Nations Headquarters (A/C.5/32/4 
and Corr.l and Add.l ) , as well as the related report 
of the Advisory Committee (A/32/8/ Add.l). 

23. The report of the Advisory Committee was 
introduced by its Chairman at the 21st meeting. 

24. In its report, the Advisory Committee rec
ommended approval, in full or with slight modifica
tions, of some of the projects proposed by the Secre
tary-General. With regard to the Secretary-General's 
proposals in respect of a new Secretariat cafeteria and 
kitchen and the expansion of delegates' dining facilities, 
the Advisory Committee, in paragraphs 18 and 27 of 
its report, recommended that the Secretary-General 
should review the plan for those projects and submit 
a comprehensive report to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-third or thirty-fourth session. 

25. Comments made by delegations in the course 
of the discussion of this question, as well as the replies 
made by the representative of the Secretary-General to 
questions raised are reflected in the summary records 
of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.21, 24 and 25). 

Decision of the Committee 

26. At its 25th meeting, the Fifth Committee, by 
82 votes to 9, with 1 abstention, decided to recom
mend that the General Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the report of the Secretary
General on the expansion of meeting rooms and im
provement of conference-servicing and delegate fa
cilities at United Nations Headquarters and the related 
report of the Advisory Committee; 

(b) Concur with the observations and recom· 
mendations of the Advisory Committee in its report 
(See para. 256 below, draft resolution X, sect. I.) 

D. IMPACT OF INFLATION ON THE BUDGETS OF THI 

ORGANIZATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

27. The Committee considered the report of tht 
Secretary-General on the impact of inflation on tht 
budgets of the organizations of the United Nations sys 

2o See also the Jiscu~,ion at the 16th meeting. on 13 Octo 
ber 1977 (A/C.5/32/SR.16. para~. 20-25), concerning the 
recommendation made by the Preparatory Committee for the 
Special Se,swn of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarma 
ment (A; 32/41, para. 20). 
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tern (A/C.5/32/5) at its 27th and 29th meetings, 
on 26 and 28 October. 

28. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee 
introduced the observations of that Committee on the 
report of the Secretary-General in an oral statement 
at the 27th meeting. 

29. The comments and observations made by dele
gations during the discussion of this subject, as well 
as the replies made by the representative of the Secre
tary-General to questions raised, are reflected in the 
summary records of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.27 
and 29). 

Decision of the Committee 

30. At its 29th meeting, the Fifth Committee de
cided, without objection, to recommend that the Gen
eral Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the report of the Secretary
General on the impact of inflation on the budgets of 
the organizations of the United Nations system; 

(b) Consider the report of the Secretary-General 
to be an interim report; 

(c) Request the Secretary-General to report to 
the Assembly at its thirty-third session on the progress 
achieved with respect to the question of the impact 
of inflation on the budgets of the organizations of the 
United Nations, taking into account the views ex
pressed in the Fifth Committee during its consideration 
of the question at the thirty-second session. (See 
para. 256 below, draft resolution X, sect. II). 

E. IMPLICATIONS OF EXTENDING TO CERTAIN FORMER 
STAFF MEMBERS COVERAGE BY THE UNITED NA
TIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION FUND FOR SERVICE 
WITH THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS 
AGENCY FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR 
EAST DURING THE PERIOD FROM 1950 TO 1960 
INCLUSIVE 

31. During the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly, at its 57th meeting, on 20 December 1976, 
the Fifth Committee decided that consideration of the 
report of the Secretary-General on the subject21 should 
be deferred to the thirty-second session. 22 When the 
Committee considered the question at its 31st and 
33rd meetings on 1 and 2 November 1977, it also had 
before it a further report of the Secretary-General (A/ 
C.5 /32/14) and the related report of the Advisory 
Committee (A/32/8/ Add.2). 

32. In its report, which was introduced by its 
Chairman at the 31st meeting, the Advisory Committee 
concluded that the report of the Secretary-General did 
not address itself to all the implications related to the 
question and suggested that, should the Fifth Com
mittee decide to pursue the question, it might wish to 
request the Secretary-General to study the matter 
further and to submit a detailed report on all the im
plications involved. 

33. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
United States of America orally proposed that the 
Committee should take note of the report of the Secre
tary-General and should decide to take no further 
action on the matter. 

21 Document A/C.S/31/71 of 6 December 1976. 
22 Ofj1cial Record1 of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 

Ses.1ion. Annexes, agenda item 92, document A/31/ 470, 
para. I 00 (g). 

34. At the 33rd meeting, following suggestions 
made by France and Pakistan, the representative of 
the United States, in the interests of compromise, with
drew the latter part of his proposal, which called for 
a decision to take no further action on the matter. 

35. Attention was called to the fact that the United 
States proposal made no mention of the report of the 
Advisory Committee, and the omission was rectified. 

36. The comments made by delegations in the 
course of the discussion are reflected in the summary 
records of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.31 and 33). 

37. The Committee then decided, by consensus, 
to approve the United States proposal, as amended. 

Decision of the Committee 

38. At its 33rd meeting, the Fifth Committee de
cided to recommend that the General Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the reports of the Secretary
General on the implications of extending to certain 
former staff members coverage by the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Fund for service with the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refu
gees in the Near East during the period from 1950 to 
1960 inclusive; 

(b) Take note also of the related report of the 
Advisory Committee. (See para. 256 below, draft reso
lution X, sect. III.) 

F. ORGANIZATIONAL NOMENCLATURE IN 
THE SECRETARIAT 

39. During the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly, at its 57th meeting, on 20 December 1976, 
the Fifth Committee decided to postpone to the thirty
second session2a its consideration of the progress report 
of the Secretary-General on organizational nomencla
ture in the Secretariat,24 submitted pursuant to the 
decision of the General Assembly at its thirtieth session 
with regard to the adoption of a standardized and 
uniform organizational nomenclature in the Secre
tariat. 2:. 

40. When the Committee considered the question 
at its 34th, 37th and 41st meetings, on 3, 9 and 14 No
vember 1977, it had before it a further report by the 
Secretary-General ( A/C.5 /32/17) as well as the re
lated report of the Advisory Committee ( A/32/8/ 
Add.5). 

41. At the 37th meeting, the representative of 
Japan introduced the following draft resolution (A/ 
C.5 /32/L.15) on behalf of Australia, Austria, Bel
gium, Colombia, Ecuador, India, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Turkey and Vene?:uela: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Emphasizing the need for logical and coherent 
organizational nomenclature in the Secretariat in 
the interest of a more rational and functional hier
archical structure; 

"1. Takes note with appreciation of the reports 
of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/17) and of 
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 

~:lfhid., para. 100 (c). 
24 Document A/C.S/3118 of 1 September 1976. 
25 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth 

Session, Annexes, agenda item 96, document AI 10500, 
para. 224 (m). 
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Budgetary Questions ( A/32/8/ Add.5) on the ques
tion of organizational nomenclature in the Secre
tariat; 

''2. Endorses the direction of reform in nomen
clature proposed by the Secretary-General in his 
report and encourages him to proceed expeditiously 
with the implementation of the measures envisaged, 
taking into account the observations made by the 
Advisory Committee; 

"3. Welcomes the intention of the Secretary
General to report to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-third session on the implementation of meas
ures proposed in his report; 

"4. Decides to consider this question at its 
thirty-third session on the basis of the above-men
tioned report of the Secretary-General; 

"5. Invites the attention of intergovernmental 
bodies to the need to avoid recommendations giving 
particular designations to organizational units or 
their heads which may not be in conformity with the 
nomenclature proposed by the Secretary-General." 

In so doing,' the representative of Japan announced 
that Indonesia, Singapore and Sweden had joined the 
sponsors of the draft resolution. At the same time, he 
informed the Committee that, in paragraph 5 of the 
draft resolution, the words "Invites the attention of 
intergovernmental bodies to the need to" were to be 
replaced by the words "Urges intergovernmental bodies 
to". 

42. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
Union cf Soviet Socialist Republics proposed the fol
lowing amendments (A/C.5 /32/L.17) to the draft 
resolution: 

(a) The rephrasing of operative paragraphs 2 
and 3 as follows: 

''2. Endorses the organizational nomenclature at 
levels 1 and 2 proposed by the Secretary-General 
in his report and encourages him to proceed with 
preparation of final proposals with regard to nomen
clature at levels 3 to 6, taking into account the 
observations made by the Advisory Committee and 
the views expressed by delegations in the Fifth 
Committee; 

"3. Welcomes the intention of the Secretary
General to submit to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-third session a progress report on organiza
tional nomenclature in the Secretariat"; 

(b) The deletion of the last part of paragraph 4, 
beginning with the words "on the basis". 

43. At the 41st meeting, the representative of 
Japan introduced a revised version (A/C.5/32/L.15/ 
Rev.1) of the draft resolution and announced that 
Ghana, Jamaica and Panama had joined as sponsors. 
Subsequently, Costa Rica also joined as a sponsor of 
the draft resolution. In the revised draft, the text of 
paragraph 2 was altered to read as follows: 

" ... [same text as operative paragraph 2 of draft 
resolution II in paragraph 2 56 below]". 

At the same time, the representative of Japan replaced 
the word "implementation" in paragraph 3 of the draft 
resolution by the word ''application". 

44. After a short procedural discussion, the Com
mittee voted on the Soviet amendments (A/C.5/32/ 

L.17), which were rejected by 34 votes to 22, with 
41 abstentions. 

45. The Committee then adopted draft resolu
tion A/C.5 /32/L.l5 /Rev.l, as orally amended, by 
82 votes to 13, with 5 abstentions. 

Decision of the Committee 

46. At its 41st meeting, the Fifth Committee de
cided to recommend to the General Assembly the 
adoption of draft resolution A/C.5/32/L.15/Rev.l, 
as orally amended (see para. 256 below, draft resolu
tion II). 

G. COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF THE QUESTION OF 
HONORARIA PAYABLE TO MEMBERS Of: ORGANS AND 
SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

4 7. During the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly, at its 57th meeting, on 20 December 1976, 
the Fifth Committee decided to postpone to the thirty
second session26 its consideration of the Secretary
General's report on the subject. 27 

Decision of the Committee 

48. At its 47th meeting, on 22 November 1977, 
the Fifth Committee decided that consideration of the 
report of the Secretary-General on the comprehensive 
study of the question of honoraria payable to members 
of organs and subsidiary organs of the United Nations 
should be postponed to the thirty-third session of the 
General Assembly (see para. 25 5 (b) below). 

H. HONORARIA OF MEMBERS OF THE HUMAN 

RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

49. At its 55th meeting, on 2 December, the Com
mittee considered a note by the Secretary-General 
(A/C.5/32/38) on the financial implications of ar
ticle 35 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the Optional Protocol, in which 
he proposed that, beginning in 1977, the Chairman of 
the Human Rights Committee should receive an annual 
lump-sum payment in the amount of $2,500 and that 
other members should be paid $1,000 a year each. 

50. In its related report (A/32/8/Add.13), which 
was orally introduced by its Chairman, the Advisory 
Committee stated that it had no objection to the 
Secretary-General's proposal. 

51. In the course of the discussion, some delega
tions suggested that con~ideration of the item be de
ferred to the thirty-third session of. the General As
sembly, when the comprehensive study made by the 
Secretary-General on the question of honoraria27 would 
be considered, as decided by the Committee at its 
47th meeting (see para. 48 above). After a short dis
cussion, the delegations concerned decided not to raise 
any objections to the adoption of a decision on the 
question at the current session, pending the decision 
to be taken at the thirty-third session on the thorough 
study of the question of honoraria. 

52. Comments made by delegations during the 
discussion of this question, as well as explanations of 
vote, are reflected in the summary record of the meet
ing (A/C.5/32/SR.55). 

26 Ibid., Thirty-first Sl'ssion, Annl'Xes, agenda item 92, docu
ment A/311470, para. 100 (a). 

27 Document A/C.S/31/2 of 15 June 1976. 
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Decision of the Committee 

53. At its 55th meeting, the Fifth Committee de
r:ided, by 66 votes to 10, with 6 abstentions, to rec
ommend that the General Assembly, pending a decision. 
Jt the thirty-third session on the question of the com
prehensive study of honoraria payable to members of 
organs and subsidiary organs of the United Nations, 
;.hould: 

(a) Decide that the lump-sum payment per annum 
of honoraria for members of the Human Rights Com
mittee should be in the amount of $2,500 for the 
Chairman and $1 ,000 for the other members; 

(b) Authorize that expenditures for those hono
raria be made beginning on 1 January 1977; 

(c) Note that additional expenditures in the 
amount of $19,500 under section 18 of the programme 
budget for the biennium 1976-1977 would be absorbed 
within available appropriations for that biennium; 

(d) Authorize an additional appropriation under 
~'ection 18 of the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1979 in the amount of $39,000. (See 
para. 256 below, draft resolution X, sect. IV.) 

I. SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE UNITED NATIONS TO 
\CTIVITIES FUNDED FROM EXTRABUDGETARY RESOURCES 

54. During the thirty-first session of the General 
'\ssembly, at its 57th meeting, on 20 December 1976, 
the Fifth Committee decided to postpone to the thirty
<;econd session28 its consideration of the report of the 
Secretary-General on this subject.29 

55. At its 45th and 47th meetings, on 17 and 
22 November 1977, the Committee considered the 
'ubject; it had before it a further report of the Secre
tary-General (A !C.5 132129 and Corr.l), in which he 
provided up-to-date information regarding develop
ments in the intervening period and suggested possible 
courses of future action. 

56. The related report of the Advisory Committee 
(AI32181 Add.9) was introduced by its Chairman at 
the 45th meeting. 

57. At the 47th meeting, the Chairman of the 
Fifth Committee suggested that consideration of the 
two above-mentioned reports should be postponed to 
the thirty-third session of the General Assembly. 

Decision of the Committee 

58. At its 47th meeting, the Fifth Committee, pur
suant to an oral proposal made by the United King
dom, decided, without objection, to postpone its con
sideration of the question of the services provided by 
the United Nations to activities funded from extra
budgetary resources, on the understanding that an ul
timate decision on the subject would rest with the 
~overning bodies of the executive agencies and, pri
marily, with the General Assembly, and that considera
tion of the entire question would be given priority at 
the thirty-third session (see para. 255 (c) below). 

J. ARABIC LANGUAGE SERVICES IN THE 
UNITED NATIONS 

59. The question of Arabic language services in 
rhe United Nations was considered by the Committee 

2~ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 
~·.·s:,ion, A nncxes. agenda item 92, document A/31/ 470, 
11ara. 100 (h). 

~!> Docum.:nt A 'C.'i 3 I! 33 and Corr 1 of 26 October 1976. 

at its 19th, 20th, 46th, 50th, 56th and 57th meetings, 
between 18 October and 6 December. 

60. For its consideration of the question, the Corfi-. 
mittee had before it a progress report of the Secretary
General (AIC.513219), in which he indicated the 
developments since the thirty-first session of the Gen
eral Assembly, at which the Assembly had approved 
the proposals made by the Secretary-General in his 
report on the subject.ao 

61. At the 20th meeting, the representative of the 
Syrian Arab Republic introduced the following draft 
decision (AI C. 5 I 3 2 IL.l 0) on behalf of Algeria, 
Bahrain, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Lebanon, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauri
tania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Somalia, the Sudan, the 
Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, the United Arab 
Emirates and Yemen: 

"The Fifth Committee recommends that the Gen
eral Assembly: 

"1. Take note of the progress report of the Sec
retary-General (AIC.513219) concerning the Arabic 
language services in the United Nations and request 
the Secretary-General, while continuing the speedy 
implementation of the organizational arrangements 
contained in paragraphs 15 to 21 of his report, ~0 to 
replace the present arrangement set out in para
graph 25 of the said report by the establishment, as 
of 1 January 1978, of an Arabic Translation Section 
in the United Nations Office at Geneva, to which 
would be attached a typing unit and the function 
of which would be to serve the United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development and, on an "as 
available" basis, any bodies, meetings and con
ferences for which the General Assembly approves 
Arabic language services, including bodies of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment other than those indicated in the report;:lo 

"2. Decide that, for the biennium 1978-1979, 
staff requirements for the said Arabic Translation 
Section at Geneva shall be provided by transfers 
from the manning tables of the Arabic Translation 
Service and Stenographic Unit at Headquarters, 
corresponding in number and levels to the posts 
already established under General Assembly resolu
tion 31/208, section VIII, of 22 December 1976, 
to which one established P-5 post is hereby added 
for a Chief of the said Section; 

"3. Invite the Secretary-General to prepare, in 
close consultation and co-operation with the Secre
tary-General of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development, proposals aimed at the 
full implementation of Conference resolution 86 
(IV), approved by the General Assembly in para
graph 18 of its resolution 31 I 159 of 20 December 
1976, and to submit these proposals to the Assembly 
at its thirty-fourth session, together with their es
timated financial and administrative implications; 

"4. Request the Secretary-General to submit to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-third session ap
propriate proposals concerning measures to even 
out the workload of Arabic translation services pro
vided to the General Assembly and its Main Com
mittees as well as solutions to those problems to the 
continuation of which he referred in his progress 
report (A!C.513219), especially in paragraph 23." 

so Document A/C.5131/60 and Corr.l of 29 November 1976. 
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62. At the same meeting, the United States of 
America requested, and later received from the Con
troller (in the form of a conference room working 
paper), information on the costs of services for each 
language of the United Nations, on Member States 
which use each language and on the financial contribu
tions of the user States of each language. 

63. At the 46th meeting, the Committee had be
fore it a revision (A/C.5/32/L.10/Rev.1) of the draft 
decision; Saudi Arabia had joined the sponsors. The re
vised text read as follows: 

"The Fifth Committee recommends that the Gen
eral Assembly: 

"1. Take note of the progress report of the 
Secretary-General (A/C.5 /32/9) concerning the 
Arabic language services in the United Nations and 
request the Secretary-General, while continuing the 
speedy implementation of the organizational arrange
ments contained in paragraphs 15 to 21 of his re
port,:;o to establish, as of 1 January 1978, an Arabic 
Translation Section in the United Nations Office at 
Geneva, on a permanent basis, primarily to serve 
bodies of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development; 

"2. Request the Secretary-General to prepare, in 
close consultation and co-operation with the Secre
tary-General of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development, proposals aimed at the full 
implementation of Conference resolution 86 (IV), 
approved by the General Assembly in paragraph 18 
of its resolution 31 I 159 of 20 December 1976, and 
to submit these proposals to the Assembly at its 
thirty-fourtlt session; 

"3. Request further that the Secretary-General 
continue his search for, and apply, adequate meth
ods, including advance translation of appropriate 
documentation and provision of temporary assist
ance when necessary, to assure the timely provision 
of Arabic translation services to the General As
sembly and its Main r:ommittees, and report the 
results to the General Assembly as appropriate." 

64. The administrative and financial implications 
of the revised draft decision were submitted by the 
Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/42). 

65. At the same meeting, the representative of 
the Syrian Arab Republic introduced a further revision 
of the draft decision in the form of a draft resolution 
(A/C.5/32/L.10/Rev.2), which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly., 

'' ... [the first three paragraphs of the preamble 
are the same as the corresponding paragraph of draft 
resolution Ill in paragraph 256 below]; 

"Noting, however, that, as far as Arabic transla
tion services are concerned, the Secretary-General 
in his progress report (A/C.S/32/9) makes it clear 
that these organizational arrangements have failed 
to achieve their purported objectives both with re
gard to the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development and to the General Assembly and 
its Main Committees, while admitting the uncertain 
nature of their future prospects, 

" ... r the fifth, sixth and seventh paragraphs of 
the preamble and operative paragraphs I to 4 are 
the same as the corresponding paragraphs of draft 
resolution Ill in paragraph 256 below]." 

66. The administrative and financial implications 
of the draft resolution (A/C.5/32/L.10/Rev.2) were 
submitted by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/42/ 
Rev.1). 

67. The Committee also had before it the rec
ommendations of the Advisory Committee (A/32/8/ 
Add.17) on the Secretary-General's statement of ad
ministrative and financial implications. 

68. At the 56th meeting, the representative of 
Egypt, on behalf of the sponsors, offered to revise 
operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution (A/C.S/ 
32/L.10/Rev.2) by deleting the remainder of the para
graph following the words "bodies of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development". The revision 
was withdrawn by the sponsors at the 57th meeting. 

69. Subsequently, it was announced that Ecuador, 
Ghana, Indonesia, Kenya and Pakistan had joined the 
sponsors of the draft resolution. 

70. An oral proposal by the representative of 
Pakistan to replace the words "failed to achieve" in 
the fourth preambular paragraph by the words "not 
sufficiently achieved" was accepted by the sponsors of 
the draft resolution. 

71. At the 57th meeting, the Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.5/32/L.10/Rev.2, as amended, 
by 89 votes to none, with 13 abstentions. 

72. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
United States of America introduced the following 
draft decision (A/C.5/32/L.30): 

"The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly that it should request the Secretary-Gen
eral to make a study of: (a) organizational and func
tional implications of improvement in the provision 
of language services and (b) alternate means of 
defraying language costs, including a user pay sys
tem, and to report with recommendations to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session; and that 
the Assembly should further decide to include" an 
item on language services in the agenda for the 
thirty-third session." 
73. After a short discussion of the draft decision, 

the representative of the United States agreed to with
draw it on the understanding that the reports of the 
Joint Inspection Unit on implications of additional 
languages in the United Nations system, as well as the 
related report of the Secretary-General, would take 
into account tlie discussion which had taken place on 
the draft proposal in the Fifth Committee. 

74. Comments made by delegations as well as by 
the representative of the Secretary-General in the 
course of the discussion are reflected in the summary 
records of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.19, 20, 46, 
50, 56 and 57). 

Decision of the Committee 

75. The Fifth Committee decided to recommend to 
the General Assembly the adoption of draft resolution 
A/C.5/32/L.10/Rev.2, as amended (see para. 256 
below, draft resolution III). 

K. ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INFORMATION SERVICES 
UNIT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF EcONOMIC AND 

SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

76. During the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly, at its 57th meeting, on 20 December 1976, 



Agenda item 100 41 

the Fifth Committee decided to postpone to the thirty
second session:n its consideration of the Secretary
General's report,~2 in which he proposed the establish
ment of an information services unit in the Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs for the purpose of 
making accessible to the Department and other poten
tial users selected information of lasting value con
tained in unpublished reports available in the Depart
ment. 

77. The Committee considered the question at its 
27th, 28th and 58th meetings on 26 and 27 October 
and 7 December 1977, respectively. 

78. In its related report (A/32/256), introduced 
by its Chairman at the 27th meeting, the Advisory 
Committee requested additional information from the 
Secretary-General on the volume and nature of the 
data of permanent value available in unpublished ma
terial. 

79. At the 58th meeting, in response to the Ad
visory Committee's request, the Committee had before 
it a note by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/47), 
in paragraph 5 of which it was proposed that, while the 
inventory of the existing material was being conducted, 
the information should be processed in such a way 
as to be "computer-ready", should such a technique 
prove appropriate in due course. 

80. The recommendations of the Advisory Com
mittee on the note by the Secretary-General appeared 
in the addendum to its report (A/256/ Add.l), which 
was introduced by its Chairman at the same meeting. 

81. The comments made by delegations in the 
course of the discussion of this question, as well as 
the replies to queries made by the representatives of 
the Secretary-General, are reflected in the summary 
records of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.27, 28 and 58). 

Decision of the Committee 

82. At its 58th meeting, the Fifth Committee de
cided, without objection, to recommend that the Gen
eral Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the reports of the Advisory Com
mittee on the question of. the establishment of an in
formation services unit in the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs (A/32/256 and Add. I); 

(b) Decide that the acceptance by the Secretary
General of the offer of voluntary funds in 1978-1979 
would not imply any commitment on the part of the 
Organization subsequently to transfer the costs of the 
operation to the regular budget; 

(c) Authorize the Secretary-General to proceed in 
accordance with the proposal contained in paragraph 5 
of his report (A/C.5/32/47); 

(d) Request the Secretary-General to report to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-third session on pro
gress achieved with respect to the work carried out 
in 1978, so th:!t the Assembly can pronounce on 
whether computerization should be undertaken. (See 
para. 256 below, draft resolution X, sect. V.) 

L. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE 
FOR PROGRAMME AND CO-ORDINATION 

83. The Fifth Committee considered the question 
of the implementation of the recommendations of the 

3! Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Annexes, agenda item 92, document A/31/470, 
para. 100 (f). 

32 Document A/C.5/31/69 of 3 December 1976. 

Committee for Programme and Co-ordination at its 
18th, 50th, 53rd, 55th, 58th to 60th and 63rd meet
ings, between 17 October and 14 December. 

84. For its consideration of this question, the 
Committee had before it the report of CPC on the work 
of its seventeenth session (A/32/38) the report of the 
Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/26 and Corr.l) on the 
implications of the recommendations of CPC and the 
related report of the Advisory Committee (A/32/8/ 
Add.14). 

85. The Chairman of CPC introduced that Com
mittee's report in a statement (A/C.5/32/23) before 
the Fifth Committee at its 18th meeting. 

86. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee in
troduced that Committee's report (A/32/8/ Add.14) 
at the 50th meeting. 

87. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
Netherlands introduced a draft decision (A/C.5/32/ 
L.18 and Corr.l ) on behalf of A us tria, Egypt, Italy, 
Mexico, the Netherlands, Panama, the Philippines, Po
land, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, and Yugoslavia, and, 
at the same time, announced that Senegal had joined 
the sponsors. The draft decision read as follows: 

"The Fifth Committee recommends that the Gen
eral Assembly: 

"Taking into account the decision of the Com
mittee for Programme and Co-ordination at its 
seventeenth session to consider in depth at its eight
eenth session, inter alia, the programme of social 
development and humanitarian affairs (para. 4 of 
its report (A/32/38)); 

"Decide to defer to its thirty-third session con
sideration of the recommendations in paragraph 23 
(b) and (c) of the report of the Committee for 
Programme and Co-ordination concerning termina
tion or curtailment of certain programme elements 
in the above-mentioned programme." 

88. At the 55tb meeting, the representative of 
Nepal introduced a draft resolution (A/C.5 /32/L.24) 
on behalf of Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, Ghana, India, 
the Ivory Coast, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Madagascar, 
Nepal, Panama, the Philippines, Trinidad and Tobago 
and Turkey, later joined by Guatemala, Nicaragua, 
Peru and Venezuela. The draft resolution read as fol
lows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Noting with appreciation the recommendations 
of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, 
contained in its report on the work of its seventeenth 
session, 

"Noting further the implications of the recom
mendations of the Committee in respect of public 
information programmes, 

"1. Decides to continue the publication of the 
Chronicle on a monthly basis, while ensuring the 
timely issuance of its French and Spanish versions; 

"2. Decides to defer consideration of the rec
ommendations of the Committee for Programme and 
Co-ordination on short-wave broadcasting to Africa, 
the Middle East and Europe, and invites the Con
sultative Panel for Public Information to consider 
this question in the light of relevant information and 
make its expert views known to the Committee 
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through the Secretary-General, at its eighteenth ses
sion." 

89. At the 58th meeting, the representative of Bel
gium introduced the following draft resolution (A/C.5/ 
32/L.31): 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolution 31/93 on the medium
term plan, which endorsed the recommendations of 
the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination 
on the relative growth rates of major United Nations 
programmes for the 1978-1979 budget period, 

"Recalling also Economic and Social Council 
resolution 2098 (LXIII) endorsing the recommenda
tions of the Committee for Programme and Co
ordination at its seventeenth session, 

"I 

"1. Confirms that the Committee for Programme 
and Co-ordination, by virtue of its review of both 
the medium-term plan and the programme aspects 
of the programme budget, is the main subsidiary 
body of the< Economic and Social Council and· the 
General Assembly for planning, programming and 
co-ordination, with the perspective necessary to 
make recommendations on the relative priorities of 
United Nations programmes; 

"2. Urges subsidiary bodies to refrain from 
making recommendations on the relative priority 
of the major programmes, flS outlined in the medium
term plan; 

"3. Requests such bodies to propose, through 
the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, 
relative priorities to be accorded to the various 
subprogrammes within their respective fields of com
petence; 

"II 

"1. Authorizes the Committee for Programme 
and Co-ordination to hold, if necessary, a resumed 
session, between the conclusion of the s~mmer ses
sion of the Economic and Social Council and the 
convening of the General Assembly, in order to 
provide a programme review of those proposals 
which are specifically designated by the appropriate 
intergovernmental bod:es as responding to 'a pressing 
need of an unforeseeable nature', thus falling into 
the category of exceptions to the normal program
ming procedures established in resolution 31/93, 
and characterized in paragraph 6 of that resolution; 

"2. Decides that the Secretary-General should 
inform the Committee, in the course of its delibera
tions, of the programme and resource implications 
of its recommendations; 

"III 

"1. Notes the methodology described by the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination in 
paragraph 3 of the report on its seventeenth session 
for improving its determinations of relative growth 
rates; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to imple
ment, in the light of the relevant recommendations 
of the Committee and in the most appropriate man
ner, the relative growth rates adopted by the General 
Assembly; 

"3. Requests the Secretary-General to show, for 
each programme in his proposed programme budget, 
programme elements representing a total of ap
proximately 10 per cent of the resources requested, 
to which the highest priority is to be assigned. The 
Secretary-General should also show, for each pro
posed programme, programme elements representing 
a total of approximately 10 per cent of the resources 
requested to which the lowest priority is to be as
signed; 

"4. Requests the Secretary-General to include in 
the final performance report on the implementation 
of his programme budget an analysis of any signi
ficant discrepancies between the output in his pro
posed programme budget and that actually delivered; 

"IV 

"Approves the remaining recommendations of the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, as 
endorsed by the Economic and Social Council in 
resolution 2098 (LXIII)." 

90. At the same meeting, the representative of 
Belgium introduced an amendment (A/C.5/32/L.34) 
to draft resolution A/C.5/32/L.24, calling for the re
placement of operative paragraph 1 by the following: 

"1. Decides to continue on a monthly basis 
the publication of the Chronicle, whose English, 
French and Spanish versions should be issued simul
taneously". 
91. At the 59th meeting, the representative of 

India orally proposed that the Committee should: 
(a) Approve the draft resolution recommended by 

CPC in paragraph 1 of its report (A/32/38); 

(b) Decide not to take any decision on those 
recommendations of CPC which had financial implica
tions; 

(c) Decide not to vote on the proposals submitted 
in documents A/C.5/32/L.18 and Corr.1, A/C.S/321 
L.24 and A/C.5 /32/L.31. 

92. The representative of India subsequently sub
mitted the following draft decision (A/C.5/32/L.39): 

"The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly that it accept the recommendations of the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination on the 
decentralization of transport, in the light of para
graph 16 of the report of the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/ 
32/8/ Add.14) and authorizes tht; Secretary-General 
to submit, through the Committee for Programme 
and Co-ordination and the Advisory Committee, to 
the General Assembly at its thirty -third session, 
programme proposals for increased activity in the 
transport programmes of the Economic Commission 
for Africa, the Economic Commission for Latin 
America, the Economic Commission for Western 
Asia and the Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific and revised estimates up to 
the total resources to be decentralized." 

It was the understanding of the Committee that the 
draft decision was to be considered as a revision of 
the second of the oral proposals made by India 
(para. 91 (b) above). 

93. At the 63rd meeting, the representative of 
Trinidad and Tobago introduced draft resolution A/ 
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C.5/32/L.40 on behalf of Germany, Federal Republic 
of, India, the Netherlands and Trinidad and Tobago, 
later joined by Egypt and Nepal. In so doing, he stated 
that the draft resolution was the result of protracted 
negotiations and represented a consensus among in
terested parties. It was proposed on the understanding 
that it would be replacing all of the proposals and 
aemndments (A/C.5/32/L.l8 and Corr.l, A/C.5/ 
32/L.24, A/C.5/32/L.31, A/C.5/32/L.34 and A/ 
C.5/32/L.39) already before the Committee on this 
question. The draft resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [the preamble and sections I and II of the 
draft resolution are the same as the corresponding 
parts of draft resolution IV in paragraph 256 below]; 

"III 

"1. Accepts the recommendations of the Com
mittee for Programme and Co-ordination on the 
decentralization of certain transport activities, in the 
light of paragraph 16 of the report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions (A/32/8/ Add.l4), and authorizes the Secre
tary-General, in consultation with the executive 
secret;uies of the regional commissions concerned, 
to submit to the General Assembly at its thirty
third session, through the Economic and Social 
Council, programme proposals for increased activity 
in the transport programmes of the Economic Com
mission for Africa, the Economic Commission fpr 
Latin America, the Economic Commission for West
ern Asia and the Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific and revised estimates to 
that end; 

"2. Decides, in the light of additional informa
tion provided to the General Assembly and of sub
sequent developments, to defer consideration of 
those other recommendations of the Committee for 
Programme and Co-ordination dealing with pro
gramme transfers and reductions until the thirty
third session of the General Assembly." 

94. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposed the de
letion of paragraph 1 in section III of the draft reso
lution (A/C.5/32/L.40). He explained that, as a 
direct consequence of his proposed amendment, para
graph 2 of section IV would become paragraph 1 and 
the words "those other" in that paragraph would be 
replaced by the word "the". 

95. The sponsors of the draft resolution orally 
proposed instead to revise paragraph 1 of section III 
to read as follows: 

"1. Authorizes the Secretary-General, in con
sultation with the executive secretaries of the re
gional commissions concerned, to submit to the Gen
eral Assembly at its thirty-third session through the 
Economic and Social Council, in the light of 
paragraph 16 of the report of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, 
programme proposals for increased activity in the 
transport programmes of the· Economic Commission 
for Africa, the Econdrnic Commission for Latin 
America, the Eco~omic Commission for Western 
Asia and the Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific and revised estimates to that 
end." 

------------------------------------
Paragraph 2 would then read as amended by the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

96. The representative of Algeria orally proposed, 
and the sponsors accepted, the insertion of the words 
"the recommendations of the Committee for Pro
gramme and Co-ordination and of" after the words 
"in the light of" in the same paragraph. 

97. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.5/32/L.40, as amended, by con
sensus. 

98. Comments made and reservations expressed 
by delegations in the course of the discussion of this 
subject, as well as statements made by the represen
tative of the Secretary-General, are reflected in the 
summary records of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.18, 
50, 53, 55, 58-60 and 63). 

Decision of the Committee 

99. The Fifth Committee decided to recommend 
to the General Assembly the adoption of draft reso
lution A/C.5/32/L.40, as amended (see para. 256 
below, draft resolution IV). 

M. HONORARIUM OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE AD
VISORY COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND 
BUDGETARY QUESTIONS 

100. The Committee considered the question of 
the honorarium of the Chairman of the Advisory Com
mittee at its 64th and 67th meetings on 15 and 17 De
cember. 

101. For its consideration of this question, the 
Committee had before it the report of the Secretary
General ( A/C.5 /32/92) submitted pursuant to sec
tion X of General Assembly resolution 31/208 of 
22 December 1976, wherein the Secretary-General was 
requested "to review, within the context of the draft 
programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979, the 
amount of the honorarium received by the Chairman of 
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud
getary Questions and to report thereon to the General 
Assembly". 

102. In his report, the Secretary-General reviewed 
the background of the current honorarium payable to 
the Chairman since it was established at $25,000 net 
per annum under General Assembly resolution 2889 
(XXVI) of 22 December 197I, and examined the 
position of three groups of officials who serve on a 
full-time basis but are not members of the Secretariat. 

I 03. In paragraph 23 of his report, the Secretary
General proposed that, depending on the decision to be 
taken by the General Assembly as to the status and 
level of.-.remuneration to be granted to the Chairman 
of the Advisory Committee, the level of the post of the 
Executive Secretary of the Advisory Committee be 
reclassified from D-1 to D-2. 

I 04. At the 64th meeting, the representative of 
the Netherlands introduced the following draft resolu
tion (A/C.5/32/L.42) on behalf of Algeria, Austria, 
Bangladesh, Colombia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, India, 
Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, the Netherlands, Pakistan, 
Panama, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Turkey and the Upper 
Volta: 

"The General Assembly 

"1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary
General on the honorarium of the Chairman of the 
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Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud
getary Questions (A/C.S/32/92); 

"2. Decides to establish the honorarium of the 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee at the level 
of $59,000 annually effective 1 January 1978." 

In so doing, he announced that Togo had joined the 
list of sponsors. 

105. At the 67th meeting, the representative of 
Ghana, speaking on behalf of the sponsors, announced 
that they had decided to revise paragraph 2 of the 
draft resolution by replacing the figure ''$59,000" by 
the figure "$50,000" in the light of the decision taken 
by the Committee in draft decision A/C.5/32/L.46 
on the subject of compensation for officers other than 
Secretariat officials serving the General Assembly on 
a continuing basis (see para. 25 6 below, draft resolu
tion X. sect. XI). He also announced that the Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya had decided to join the sponsors. 

106. The comments made and reservations ex
pressed by delegations in the course of the discussion 
of this question are reflected in the summary records 
of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.64 and 67). 

I 07. At its 67th meeting, the Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.5/32/L.42, as amended, by con
sensus, and approved an amount of $50,000 for the 
purpose under section 1 of the proposed programme' 
budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 

Decisions of the Committee 

108. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to approve the reclassification of the post of 
Executive Secretary of the Advisory Committee from 
D-1 to D-2 and approved an amount of $10,400 for 
the purpose under section 1 of the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 

109. The Committee also decided to recommend 
to the General Assembly the adoption of draft reso
lution A/C.5/32/L.42, as amended (see para. 256 
below, draft resolution X, sect. VI). 

N. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE DECISION TAKEN 
BY THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL AT A SPECIAL SES
SION HELD ON 16 NOVEMBER 1977 

110. At its 68th meeting, on 18 December, the 
Committee considered a note ~by the Secretary-General 
(A/C.S/32/74 ), in which he informed the General 
Assembly that, at a special session held on 16 Novem
ber 1977, the World Food Council had decided to 
request that steps be taken to upgrade the post of 
Executive Director of the World Food Council from 
its current level of Assistant Secretary-General to that 
of Under-Secretary-General. 

111. In its related report (A/32/8/Add.27), in
troduced by its Chairman in an oral statement, the 
Advisory Committee noted that the Secretary-General 
had not expressed an opinion on the matter and that 
he had confined himself to transmitting the request 
of the World Food Council. In addition, the reasons 
which prompted the Council to make the request were 
not given in the Secretary-General's note. Under the 
circumstances. the Advisory Committee was unable 
to recommend approval of the proposed upgrading. 

112. 
decided, 

Decision of the Committee 

At its 68th meeting, the Fifth Committee 
without objection, to approve the conclusion 

of the Advisory Committee that, under the circum
stances, it could not recommend approval of the pro
posed upgrading of the post of Executive Director of 
the World Food Council. 

0. STATUS OF CLASSIFICATION PROJECTS 

113. At its 69th meeting, on 19 December, the 
Committee considered a note by the Secretary-General 
(A/C.S/32/57) on the status of classification projects. 

114. In his note, the Secretary-General informed 
the General Assembly of the forms of the classification 
systems that were being established for posts at the 
Professional level and for posts at the General Service 
level at Geneva before the systems were implemented. 
The Secretary-General intended to submit a full report 
on the matter to the Assembly at its thirty-third session, 
in accordance with its resolution 31/27 of 29 Novem
ber 1976. 

Decision of the Committee 

115. At its 69th meeting, the Fifth Committee 
decided, without objection, to recommend that the 
General Assembly should take note of the note by the 
Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/57) on the status of 
classification projects (see para. 256 below, draft reso
lution X, sect. VII). 

P. INCLUSION OF ARABIC AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE 
OF THE THIRD GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT OR
GANIZATION 

116. At its 65th meeting, on 15 December, the 
Committee adopted, without objection, a proposal 
made by Egypt that Arabic be included as an official 
language of the Third General Conference of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization. 

117. At its 68th meeting, on 18 December, the 
Committee considered a statement by the Secretary
General on the administrative and financial implica
tions of the inclusion of Arabic as an official language 
of the Conference (A/C.S/32/ 111). In his statement, 
the Secretary-General estimated that the total cost of 
including Arabic as one of the official languages of the 
Conference was estimated at $208,500, of which an 
amount of $44,800 would be required for pre-session 
documentation. 

118. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee stated that the Committee rec
ommended that, should the General Assembly decide 
to include Arabic as an official language of the Con
ference, the additional appropriation of $44.800 re
quested by the Secretary-General under section 12 for 
the biennium 197 8-1979 could be absorbed; it agreed 
that a request for the balance of the total resources 
required for servicing the Conference in 1980 should 
be resubmitted by the Secretary-General at the thirty
third session. 

Decision of the Committee 

119. At its 68th meeting, the Fifth Committee 
decided, without objection, to recommend that the 
General Assembly should approve the inclusion of 
Arabic as an official language of the Third General 
Conference of the United Nations Industrial Develop
ment Organization (see para. 256 below, draft reso
lution X, sect. VIII). 
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Q. UNITED NATIONS HABITAT AND HUMAN 
SETTLEMENTS FouNDATION 

120. At its 37th, 39th, 49th. 67th and 70th meet
ings, between 9 November and 19 December, the 
Committee considered the administrative arrangements 
regarding the United Nations Habitat and Human Set
tlements Foundation. It had before it a note by the 
Secretary-General ( A/C.5/32/24 and Carr.!). 

121. The Chairman of the Advisorv Committee 
introduced that Committee's related repo.rt (A/32/8/ 
Add.6) at the 37th meeting. 

122. At the 70th meeting, the representative of 
France orally proposed that any decision on the ques
tion of administrative arrangements regarding the 
United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foun
dation should be deferred until the thirtv-third session 
of the General Assembly. The Committee rejected the 
proposal by 43 votes to 31, with 14 abstentions. 

123. Comments made by delegations in the course 
of the discussion of the question are reflected in the 
summary records of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.37, 
39, 49, 67 and 70). 

Decision of the Committee 

124. At its 70th meeting. the Fifth Committee. 
by 57 votes to 4, with 23 abstentions, adopted a draft 
decision on the United Nations Habitat and Human 
Settlements Foundation orally proposed by the Chair
man (see para. 257 below). 

Decisions taken in first rearling 

I 25. The paragraphs which follow under this head
ing reflect action taken by the Committee on proposals 
made by delegations under certain sections in the 
course of the first reading of the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1978-1979 ( A/32/6 and 
Corr.l and 2) and the first report of the Advisory 
Committee thereon (A/32/8 and Corr.1). 

SECTION 11A. UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 
ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT 

126. The Committee considered the estimates pro
posed by the Secretary-General for UNCT AD under 
section 11A for the biennium 1978-1979. in first read
ing, at its 25th, 26th. 28th and 31st meetings, from 
25 to 27 October and on l November. The Committee 
also had before it the related recommendations of the 
Advisory Committee in its first report on the proposed 
programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 

127. At the 31st meeting, the representative of 
India orally proposed the addition of $49,200 to the 
recommendations of the Advisory Committee, for 1 
post at the P-5 level which had been included in the 
estimates proposed by the Secretary-General. 

Decisions of the Committee 

128. At its 31st meeting, the Fifth Committee, 
by 80 votes to 10, with II abstentions. adopted the 
proposal by India. 

129. The amount recommended by the Advisory 
Committee for section 1IA ($33,067,700), as amended 
by the Indian proposal-which added $49,200 to that 
amount, giving a total of $33, 116,900-was approved 
in first reading by the Committee by 103 votes to 9. 

--------------------------------
SECTION 12. UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION 

130. The Committee considered the estimates pro
posed by the Secretary-General for UNIDO under 
section 12 for the biennium 1978-1979. in first read
ing. at its 29th to 31st meetings, bet\'.:een 28 October 
and I November. The Committee also had before it 
the related recommendations of the Advisory Commit
tee in its first report on the proposed programme bud
get for the biennium 1978- I 979. 

13 1. At the 30th meeting, the representative of 
the United States of America proposed that the rec
ommendation of the Advisorv Committee for sec
tion 12 be reduced by $1 million. 

Decisions of the Committee 

132. At its 31st meeting, the Fifth Committee 
approved, without objection, an oral proposal made 
by Egypt that the Committee should vote in the first 
instance on the amount recommended by the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions for section 12. 

133. The Committee then approved the recom
mendation of the Advisory Committee by 86 votes 
to 10. 

SECTION 21. PUBLIC INFORMATION 

134. The Committee considered the estimates pro
posed by the Secretary-General for section 21 at its 
40th, 41st, 44th and 45th meetings, on 11, 14, 16 
and 17 November. It also had before it the related rec
ommendations of the Advisory Committee in its first 
report on the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-I979. 

135. At the 40th meeting, the rr.presentative of 
Chad orally proposed approval of 2 posts, 1 at the 
P-3 level and 1 General Service post, which were 
requested by the Secretary-General for the French 
language programme in the Press and Publications 
Division but not recommended for approval by the 
Advisory Committee. 

136. At the 41st meeting, the representative of 
Togo supported the proposal of Chad and further 
proposed that the Secretary-General's request for a 
post at the P-3 level for the External Relations Divi
sion, which was not recommended for approval by the 
Advisory Comrpittee, should be granted. Togo sub
sequently withdrew the latter proposal at the 45th meet
ing. 

13 7. At the 44th meeting, the representative of the 
United States of America orally proposed that the Sec
retary-General's request that 5 posts, 1 each at levels 
P-4, P-3 and P-2 and 2 General Service posts, be 
transferred from extrabudgetary funds to the regular 
budget for the Centre for Economic and Social Infor
mation should not be approved. In addition, the United 
States orally proposed that the estimate proposed for 
the issue of the Yearbook of the United Nations during 
the biennium be reduced by $1 7 ,200. 

Decisions of the Committee 

138. At its 45th meeting, the Fifth Committee took 
the following decisions: 

(a) The proposal of the United States regarding 
the disallowance of the 5 posts to be transferred to the 
regular budget for the Centre for Economic and Social 
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Information, amounting to a reduction of $203,800 
in the recommendations of the Advisory Committee, 
was rejected by 74 votes to 9, with 12 abstentions; 

(b) The proposal of the United States for a re
duction of $17,200 in the estimate proposed for the 
issue of the Yearbook was rejected by 63 votes to 9, 
with 23 abstentions; -

(c) The proposal of Chad for the reinstatement 
of 2 posts in the Press and Publications Division, 
amounting to an increase of $54,100 over the recom
mendations of the Advisory Committee, was adopted 
by 74 votes to 13, with 11 abstentions; 

(d) The Committee then approved, in first reading, 
an amount of $36,393,700 for section 21 by 92 votes 
to 8, with 2 abstentions. 

SECTION 23. CONFERENCE AND LIBRARY SERVICES 

139. The Committee considered the estimates pro
posed by the Secretary-General for conference and 
library services under section 23 for the biennium 
1978-1979, in first reading, at its 21st, 26th, 28th to 
31st meetings, between 20 October and I November. 
The related recommendations of the Advisorv Com
mittee in its first report on the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1978-1 979 were also before 
the Committee. 

140. The recommendations of the Advisory Com
mittee were introduced by its Chairman at the 21st 
meeting. 

141. At the 26th meeting, the representative of 
the United States of America orally proposed that the 
estimates requested by the Secretary-General for 
this section be reduced by 5 per cent to a total of 
$135,017,000. 

142. At the 30th meeting, in response to requests 
by several delegations, the representative of the United 
States indicated the justification for the reduction his 
delegation had proposed under section 23. 

143. At the 31st meeting, following an oral pro
posal by Pakistan, the United States agreed that its 
proposals should be referred to the Committee on 
Conferences for a study of all their implications, and 
that the Committee on Conferences should report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-third 
session. 

Decision of the Committee 

144. The comments made by delegations during 
the discussion of this question, as well as the state
ments made by the representatives of the Secretary
General, are reflected jn the summary records of the 
meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.21, 26 and 28-31). 

145. At its 31st meeting, the Fifth Committee 
approved, in first reading, by 92 votes to 10, the rec
ommendations of the Advisory Committee for sec
tion 23 in the amount of $140,072,400. 

SECTION 10. EcONOMIC COMMISSION FOR 
WESTERN AsiA 

146. The Committee considered the Secretary
General's proposed estimates for ECW A under sec
tion 1 0 in first reading at its 42nd and 43rd meetings, 
on 15 and 16 November, together with the related 
recommendations of the Advisory Committee in its 
first report on the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1979. 

147. The report of the Advisory Committee wa::. 
introduced by its Chairman at the 42nd meeting. 

148. The Executive Secretary of ECW A addressed 
the Committee at the same meeting. 

149. At the 43rd meeting, after some discussion on 
the subject, in the course of which some delegation~ 
expressed concern with regard to the reductions recom
mended by the Advisory Committee, the representative 
of France orally proposed that the recommendations 
of the Advisory Committee with respect to section 10 
should be recommended for approval on the undet., 
standing that the Secretary-General would review the 
situation of ECW A and, if necessary, request additionai 
appropriations in 1978. 

150. The representative of Yemen orally proposed 
that, in addition to the recommendations of the Ad
visory Committee, an additional post at the D-1 level, 
as requested by the Secretary-General, should be es
tablished for the head of the Population Division oi 
ECWA. 

151. Comments made and reservations expressed 
by delegations in the course of the discussion of thi'> 
section are reflected in the summary records of the 
meetings ( A/C.5/32/SR.42 and 43). 

Decision of the Committee 

152. At its 43rd meeting, the Fifth Committee 
decided, without objection, to recommend that thE
General Assembly should approve the recommenda 
tions of the Advisory Committee, including the re 
classification of the post of Executive Secretary of 
ECW A, and to approve an additional post at the D-l 
level for the head of the Population Division of ECWA 
on the understanding that the Secretary-General would 
review the situation and, if necessary, request addi 
tiona! appropriations in 1978. 

SECTION 9. EcoNOMic CoMMISSION FOR AFRICA 

153. The Committee considered the Secretan 
General's proposed estimates for ECA under st·~. 
tion 9 in first reading at its 42nd, 43rd and 45th meet 
ings, between 15 and 17 November, together with the 
related recommendations of the Advisorv Committee 
in its first report on the proposed prognimme budget 
for the biennium 1978-1979. 

154. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee 
introduced that Committee's report at the 42nd meet 
in g. 

155. At the 43rd meeting, the representative ol 
the Upper Volta proposed that the sum of $100,000 
by which the Advisory Committee had reduced th·~ 
Secretary-General's estimate for communications, be 
reinstated. 

156. The comments made by delegations, the ex
planations of vote, as well as the replies to queries 
made by the Chairman of the Advisory Committee 
and the representative of the Secretary-GeneraL a1 c 
reflected in the summary records of the meetings (A · 
C.5 132/SR.42, 43 and 45). 

Decision of the Cmmnittcc 

157. At its 45th meeting, the Fifth Committee dC'
cided, bv 84 votes to 10. ~ith 5 ab<;tentions, to add 
the sum 'of $100,000, as proposed by the Upper Volta, 
to the recommendation of the Advisory Committee 
for section 9 of the proposed programme budget for 
the biennium 1 978-1979. 
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TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS IN THE PRODUCTION OF 
THE PUBLICATIONS AND DOCUMENTATION OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS 

158. At its thirty-first session, the General Assem
bly decided to postpone to its thirty-second session":1 

its consideration of the report of the Secretary-General 
on the subject.a~ 

159. At its 49th and 51st meetings, on 23 and 
29 November, the Committee considered an updated 
report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/11), in 
which he proposed revised estimates under section 23A 
for the installation of technological innovations in the 
production of the publications and documentation of 
the United Nations. 

160. The related report of the Advisory Committee 
(A/32/8/ Add.12) was introduced by its Chairman 
at the 49th meeting. 

161. At the 51st meeting, the representative of 
Nepal introduced a draft resolution (A/C.5/32/L.20). 
sponsored by Canada, Nepal and Pakistan, later joined 
by Nigeria, Singapore and Trinidad and Tobago, which 
read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [the preamble and operative paragrap/15 I 
to 3 are the same as the corresponding paragraphs of 
draft resollltion V in paragraph 256 below]; 

"4. Requests the Secretary-General to report 
to the General Assembly. at its thirty-third session 
through the Committee on Conferences, on progress 
achieved in the implementation of approved meas
ures, on the results of further studies, and on rec
ommendations for additional measures to improve 
documentation and publications services, always 
bearing in mind the need for cost-effective ap
proach." 

162. The Committee also had before it the fol
lowing amendments ( A;C.5/32/L.22) submitted by 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland to the draft resolution: 

(a) The insertion of a new paragraph 4 reading 
as follmvs: 

"4. Requests the Secretary-General, as rec
ommended by the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions in its report (A.· 
32/8/Add.12). to submit to the General As!>embly 
at its thirty-third session through the Advisory Com
mittee a clear estimate of the timing and amount of 
the quantifiable costs and benefits of the project. 
broken down into its component elements, and in
dicating the balance of financial advantage in the 
case of each component element;" 

and the renumbering of former paragraph 4 as para
graph 5; 

(h) The replacement, in new paragraph 5, of the 
words "Committee on Conferences" by the words ''Ad
visory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions"; 

(c) The replacement, in new paragraph 5, of the 
words "always bearing ... cost-effective approach" by 

::.:Official Record.\ of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 
Sc.ntolt, A wu-xes, agenda Jtem '12, document AI 311470, 
para. 100 (h). 

" 4 Document A·C.S/31177 of 8 December 1976. 

the words "subject to the conclusions of the cost-bene
fit analysis requested in paragraph 4 of this resolu
tion." 

163. At the same meeting, the representative of 
Nepal informed the Committee that the sponsors had 
decided to re" ise paragraph 4 of the draft resolution 
to read as follows: 

"4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to 
the General As<sembly at its thirty-third session on 
the progress achieved in the implementation of ap
proved measures, on the results of further studies 
and on recommendations for additional measures to 
improve documentation and publications services." 

164. The representative of the United Kingdom 
subsequently withdre\v his delegation's amendments in 
the light of the revisions made to paragraph 4 by the 
sponsors of the draft resolution. which made it implicit 
that the role of the Advisorv Committee, as laid down 
in rule 157 of the rules o( procedure of the General 
Assembly, would be maintained, and on the under
standing that a cost-benefit analysis was implicit in 
paragraph 2 of the draft resolution. 

165. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
draft resolution A;C.5;32/L.20, as amended, without 
objection. 

166. Comments made hy delegations in the course 
of the discussion of this question, as well as explana
tions of vote, arc reflected in the summary records of 
the meetings (A /C.S 1 32/SR.49 and 51 ) .' 

Ded1ions of the Committee 

I 67. At its 51st meeting, the Fifth Committee ap
proved, hy 69 'otes to I 0, an additional appropriation 
in the amount of $314,700 under section 23A, a<s rec
ommended by the Advisory Committee. 

·]68. The Committee decided to recommend to the 
General Assembly the adoption of draft resolution A/ 
C.5/32;L.20, as amended (see para. 256 below, draft 
resolution V). 

SECTION I 7. OFFICE OF TilE UNITED NATIONS 
DISASTER RELIEF Co-ORDINATOR 

169. The Committee considered the question of 
the financing of emergency relief assistance and tech
nical co-operation activities under section 17 at its 
34th, 51st and 55th meetings. on 3 and 29 November 
and 2 December. 

" 
I 70. In his proposed programme budget for the 

biennium 1978-1979, the Secretary-General proposed 
an amount of $2,539,700 for UNDRO, which included 
an amount of $400.000 for emergency relief assistance 
for natural disasters. 

171. At the 34th meeting, the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee introduced the recommendations 
of that Committee as they appeared in its first report 
on the proposed programme budget for the biennium 
1978-1979, wherein it recommended a reduction in the 
amount of $159,500 in the Secretary-General's es
timate. It also proposed deletion of the $400,000 for 
emergency relief assistance included under section 17. 

172. At its 51st meeting, when the Committee 
considered the estimates of the Secretary-General and 
the recommendations of the Advisory Committee, it 
also had before it the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/C.5/32/49 and Corr.l ), in which he reported on 
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the status of the Trust Fund established pursuant to 
General Assembly resolution 3243 (XXIX) of 29 No
vember 1974 for the purpose of strengthening UNDRO. 
In paragraphs 8 and 9 of his report, the Secretary
General stated that, until such time as voluntary funds 
were contributed in sufficient quantity to the subaccount 
for emergency assistance, he had no alternative but to 
reiterate his request for an appropriation of $400,000 
for em~~ge:1:::y ass:stance for the biennium 1978-1979. 

173. At the same meeting, the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee stated that the Advisory Com
mittee had discussed the Secretary-General's report 
and, in view of the statement in paragraph 9 of the 
report, it had no objection to the approval of the 
Secretary-General's initial request for an appropriation 
of $400,000 under section 17 for the biennium 1978-
1979. 

174. At the same meeting, the representative of 
Sweden, on behalf of the delegations of the Nordic 
countries, orally proposed that the Committee approve 
the proposals of the Secretary-General under sec
tion 17, and that the provision of $400,000 for emer
gency r~lief assistance should be maintained in the 
regular budget as long as there was no reasonable 
guarantee that the activities could be financed from 
voluntary contributions. 

175. The comments made during the discussion of 
the question as well as the explanations of vote are 
reflected in the summary records of the meetings (A/ 
C.5/32/SR.34, 51 and 54). 

Decisions of the Committee 

176. At its 55th meeting, pursuant to a proposal 
by the representative of France, the Fifth Committee 
voted first on the inclusion of the amount of $400,000 
in the regular budget. The inclusion of the amount was 
approved by 74 votes to 11. 

I 77. The Committee then voted for the restoration 
of an amount of $159,500 which represented the re
duction recommended by the Advisory Committee for 
section I 7. The restoration of that amount was ap
proved by 79 votes to 3. 

UNITED NATIONS AccoMMODATION AT NAIROBI 

I 78. The Committee considered the question at its 
49th, 51 st. 54th, 55th and 57th meetings, between 
23 November an~ 6 December, when it considered in 
first reading the revised estimates under section 13 
(United Nations Environment Programme). 

I 79. The Committee had before it for its considera
tion a report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/19 
and Add. I), in paragraph 32 of which, inter alia, he 
proposed that the General Assembly should accept the 
generous offer of the Government of Kenya for a free 
grant of the site at Gigiri, Nairobi, of approximately 
40 hectares (I 00 acres) for the construction of the 
permanent headquarters of UNEP, and that it should 
approve in principle the project at a total estimated 
cost of $23,547,000. The cost of the project would be 
phased out over a period of three biennia, beginning 
with an appropriation of $4,54 I ,000 under section 26 
(Construction, alteration, improvement and major 
maintenance of premises) of the proposed estimates for 
the biennium 1978-1979. A breakdown of the total 
cost estimates for the project appeared in paragraphs 25 
and 26 of the report. 

180. In its related report (A/32/8/ Add.! 0), which 
was introduced by its Chairman at the 49th meeting, 
the Advisory Committee recommended that the Gen
eral Assembly should approve in principle the con
struction project and that it should take note of the 
estimated total construction cost (excluding the cost 
of the headquarters planning unit) as proposed by the 
Secretary-General in paragraph 26 of his report. 

181. At the 51st meeting, the representative of 
the United States of America orally proposed that the 
report of the Advisory Committee be returned to that 
Committee for a more thorough review of the subject, 
and that the question of United Nations accommoda
tion at Nairobi be deferred to the thirty-third session, 
at which time the Advisory Committee should submit 
a new report on the subject. 

182. At the 54th meeting, the representative of 
India introduced a draft resolution (A/C.5/32/L.25), 
sponsored by Ethiopia. Ghana. India, Kenya. Sweden, 
Uganda and Zambia, as well as Bangladesh. Canada, 
Jordan, the Netherlands. Pakistan. Senegal, Togo, the 
United Republic of Tanzania and the Upper Volta. The 
draft resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [the preamble and operati1·c paragraph~ 1 
to 5 are the same as the corresponding paragraph~ of 
draft resolution VI in paragraph 2 56 he/ow]; 

"6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to 
the General Assembly annually on the progre~s made 
on the construction of the project." 

It was subsequently announced that Brazil, Chad, 
Egypt, the Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago 
and the United Republic of Cameroon had joined the 
sponsors of the draft resolution. 

I 83. At the 57th meeting, the representative of 
the United States announced that his delegation would 
defer to the wishes expressed by other delegations and 
would withdraw its oral proposal, but requested a 
separate vote on operative paragraph 3 of the draft 
resolution before the Committee. 

184. Pursuant to oral proposals made by the 
Philippines and India, the words "on the progress made 
on the construction of the project'' in operattve para
graph 6 of the draft resolution were replaced by the 
words "on the status of the project". 

185. The Committee then voted separately on 
operative paragraph 3 of the draft resolution, which 
was adopted by 97 votes to 10. Draft re.;;olution A/ 
C.5/32/L.25 as a whole, as amended, was adopted 
by 98 votes to 9, with 1 abstention. 

I 86. The comments made in the course of the 
discussion of this question are reflected in the summary 
records of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.49, 51, 54, 55 
and 57). 

Decisions of the Committee 

187. At its 57th meeting, the Fifth Committee ap
proved, by 96 votes to 9, with 1 abstention, additional 
appropriations in a net amount of $4.260,000, repre
senting the estimated cost of the construction project 
for the biennium 1978-1979. 

188. The Committee decided to recommend to 
the General Assembly the adoption of draft resolution 
A/C.5/32/L.25, as amended (see para. 256 below, 
draft resolution VI). 
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ENLARGEMENT OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ON THE APPLICATION OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY TO DEVELOPMENT 

189. At its 68th meeting, on 18 December, the 
Committee considered the financial implications of the 
Economic and Social Council draft resolutiona5 in 
which it decided to enlarge the membership of the 
Advisory Committee on the Application of Science 
and Technology to Development from 24 to 28 mem
bers, with due regard to equitable geographical dis
tribution and the desirability of increasing the par
ticipation in it of developing countries from all regions, 
as recommended in its resolution 2033 (LXI) of 
4 August 1976. 

190. In his statement of financial implications (A/ 
C.5 /32/ I 07), the Secretary-General requested an ad
ditional appropriation under section 4 of $23,600 for 
first-class travel and subsistence of the 4 additional 
members of the Committee. 

19 I. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions informed the Fifth Committee that the Ad
visory Committee recommended that the amount re
quested by the Secretary-General be absorbed and 
that, should the Secretary-General experience any diffi
culty in that regard, he should be permitted to report 
to the General Assembly in the context of his per
formance report on the programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1979. 

192. Comments made in the course of the dis
cussion of the question in the Committee are reflected 
in the summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/ 
SR.68). 

Decision of the Committee 

193. The Fifth Committee agreed, without objec
tion, that no additional appropriation would be re
quired in the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1 979 as a result of the decision con
tained in the draft resolution of the Economic and 
Social Council. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS RESUL TJNG FROM THE DE
CISIONS OF THE TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
AT ITS NINTH SPECIAL SESSION AND THE FIRST PART 
OF ITS SEVENTEENTH SESSION 

194. At its 68th meeting, on 18 December, the 
Committee considered the statement of the Secretary
General on the financial implications resulting from 
the decisions of the Trade and Development Board 
at its ninth special session and the first part of its 
seventeenth session (A;C.5/32!105). 

195. The Chairman of the Committee noted that 
the decisions of the Trade and Development Board 
would impose no additional requirements on the pro
posed programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 

Decision of the Committee 

196. The Fifth Committee decided to recommend 
that the General Assembly should take note of the 
report of the Secretary-General on the financial im
plications resulting from the decisions taken by the 
Trade and Development Board at its ninth special 

:>;.Document E/L.17\J3. Adopted by the Economic and 
Social Council at its 20\JOth meetmg, on 14 December 1977 
(resolution 2130 (LXIII)). 

session and at the first part of its seventeenth session 
(see para. 256 below, draft resolution X, sect. IX). 

RECLASSIFICATION OF POSTS TO THE P-5 
AND D-1 LEVELS 

197. In paragraph 90 of its first report on the pro
posed programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979 
(A/32/8 and Corr.1 ), the Advisory Committee rec
ommended approval of 5 reclassifications of posts from 
P-4 to P-5 of the 10 requested by the Secretary-Gen
eral, and 4 reclassifications of posts from P-5 to D-1 
of the 8 requested by the Secretary-General, without 
giving an indication of which posts were recommended 
for reclassification. 

198. At the 21st meeting, on 20 October, the 
Chairman of the Fifth Committee suggested that de
cisions taken by the Committee on individual sections 
of the budget in first reading should exclude any ap
propriations required for the above-mentioned re
classifications pending a clarification of which posts 
were to be reclassified. 

199. At its 64th meeting, on 15 December, the 
Committee considered a note by the Secretary-Gen
eral (A/C.S/32/83), in which he stated that, in the 
light of additional information provided to the Ad
visory Committee, it had given its co1_1currence to cer
tain of the reclassifications, as enumerated in para
graph 2 of his note. In order to give effect to those 
reclassifications, an additional appropriation in the 
amount of $110,000 would be required under the 
relevant sections of the budget, to be offset by an 
amount of $7,100 under income section I. 

200. The comments made by delegations during 
the discussion of this question, as well as the explana
tions of vote, are reflected in the summary record of 
the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.64). 

Decision of the Committee 

201. At its 64th.meeting, the Fifth Committee de
cided to take note of the reclassifications from P-4 
to P-5 and from P-5 to D-1 (A/C.S/32/83). It ap
proved by 68 votes to 11, with 3 abstentions, an 
amount of $102,900 under sections 2, 3, SA, 7, 8, 16 
and 22, and an amount of $7,100 under section 25 
to be offset by an equal amount under income sec
tion I. 

SECTION 22. ADMINISTRATION, MANAGEMENT 
AND GENERAL SERVICES 

202. At its 67th meeting, on 17 December, in 
the course of the first reading of section 22, the Com
mittee acted upon several proposals, which are re
flected in the paragraphs that follow. 

Proposed arrangement for a combined Internal Audit 
and Management Improvement Service 

203. In paragraph 22.55 of its first report on the 
proposed programme budget for the biennium 1978-
1979, the Advisory Committee, referring to the Sec
retary-General's proposed arrangements for a com
bined Internal Audit and Management Improvement 
Service, as described in paragraphs 22.123 to 22.137 
of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 
1978-1979, stated that: 

" ... the Advisory Committee is of the opinion 
that the maintenance of an adequate and capable 
management improvement service, as intended by 
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resolution 31/94 C, would require an arrangement 
somewhat different from that now proposed by the 
Secretary-General. In particular, the Committee is 
concerned that the important concept of a small 
corps of qualified experts, dealing with management 
problems, whose independence and effectiveness is 
assured through a line of direct responsibility to the 
Under-Secretary-General for Administration and 
Management might become more difficult to sus
tain within the larger context of the proposed new 
Service." 

204. Based on a proposal made by the represen
tative of Japan at the 61 st meeting as a result of 
consultations with interested delegations, the Fifth 
Committee took the decision below without objection. 

Decision of the Committee 

205. The Fifth Committee decided to recommend 
that the General Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the observations of the Ad
visory Committee in paragraph 22.55 of its first report 
on the proposed programme budget for the biennium 
I 978- I 979 ( A/32/8 and Corr.1), as well as the views 
expressed in the Fifth Committee on the question of 
the proposed arrangements for a combined Internal 
Audit and Management Improvement Service in the 
Secretariat, which the Secretary-General is invited to 
take into account, and decide, in the meantime, to 
maintain the present organizational arrangements; 

(b) Decide to return to and consider the questions 
raised by the Advisory Committee and by delegations 
at its thirty-third session in the context of the review 
of the question of administrative and management con
trol of the United Nations, provided for under General 
Assembly resolution 31/94 C of 14 December 1976, 
it being understood that all options will be open to 
the Assembly when it considers the matter at that 
time. (See para. 256 below, draft resolution X, sect. X.) 

International Civil Service Commission 

206. In his revised estimates for section 22L.1 
( A/C.5/32/28), the Secretary-General proposed that 
the honoraria of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of 
the Commission be increased by $9,000 to an amount 
of $54,000 each per annum as from I January 1978 
and requested an additional amount of $36,000 for 
the biennium 1978-1979 for that purpose. In its re
lated report ( A/32/8/ Add.11), the Advisory Com
mittee agreed to the Secretary-General's proposal, with 
certain observations reflected in paragraphs 7 and 8 
of its report. 

207. At the 67th meeting, the representative of 
the United States of America introduced the following 
draft decision_ (A/C.5/32/L.46): 

''Compensation for certain officers serving 
the General Assembly 

"The General Assembly 

"Decides to reconsider at its thirty-third regular 
session the proposals of the Secretary-General with 
regard to compensation for the two full-time Com
missioners of the International Civil Service Com
mission contained in document A/C.5 /32/28 and 
the relevant comments of the Advisory Committee 
in document A/32/8/ Add.11; 

"Requests the Secretary-General, with such im
partial advice as he deems desirable, to prepare a 

study on the conditions of service and compensation 
appropriate for those officers serving the General 
Assembly, other than Secretariat officials, whose 
terms and conditions of selection, duties and respon
sibilities preclude active engagement by govern
mental, intergovernmental or other specified en
tities." 

In so doing, he called attention to the first paragraph 
of the draft decision and informed the Committee that 
the words "without prejudice to the possibility of ret
roactive action on these proposals" should be added 
to the end of that paragraph. 

208. In the discussion that followed, a number of 
oral amendments were proposed by Ghana, Japan, 
Nigeria, Turkey and the United Republic of Cameroon, 
as a result of which the draft decision was orally re
vised by the representative of the United States. 

209. The Committee then adopted draft decision 
A/C.5/32/L.46, as amended, by consensus. 

2 I 0. The comments made by delegations during 
the discussion of the draft decision as well as the full 
account of amendments proposed are reflected in the 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.67). 

Decision of the Committee 

211. The Fifth Committee decided to recommend 
to the General Assembly the adoption of draft deci
sion A/C.5/32/L.46, as amended (see para. 256 be
low, draft resolution X, sect. XI). 

United Nations International School 

212. With regard to the estimates for the United 
Nations International School under section 22C, the 
representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, at the 67th meeting, introduced 
the following draft resolution (A/C.5/32/L.28), which 
had previously been circulated: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its decision of the twenty-ninth, session 
on the finances of the International School,:w 

"I. Affirms its opposition to any form of subsidy 
to the International School; 

"2. Decides that the provision from the regular 
budget of the United Nations for the servicing of 
the .Board of Trustees of the School is a special case 
which does not constitute a subsidy to the School." 

At the same time, he stated that his delegation was 
withdrawing its proposal because a basis had not been 
established for arriving at a consensus on the draft 
resolution in the Committee, and reiterated his delega
tion's support of the relevant recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee in paragraph 22. I 6 of its first 
report on the proposed budget estimates for the bien
nium 1978-1979. 

* * * 
2 I 3. In his proposed programme budget estimates 

for the biennium 1978-1979, the Secretary-Gen
eral requested appropriations in a total amount of 
$157,733,700 under section 22. The Advisory Com
mittee recommended total reductions in the amount 
of $3,087,200 for a total of $I 54,646,500. At the 
67th meeting, the following action was taken by the 

:w OfJJcial Records of the Gcllcral Assembly, Twcnty-11intlz 
Sessio11, An11cxcs, agenda item 85, document A/9983, para. 1 I. 
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Fifth Committee on specific proposals made in the 
course of first reading with respect to the reinstatement 
of certain amounts requested by the Secretary-General 
but not recommended by the Advisory Committee: 

(a) By 64 votes to 10, with 15 abstentions, the 
Committee, acting on a proposal of the Philippines, 
approved the reinstatement of an amount of $33,900 
in respect of a post at the P-3 level for work on place
ment and career development under section 22C (Office 
of Personnel Services, Headquarters) ; 

(b) By 72 votes to 10, with n abstentions, the 
Committee, acting on a proposal by New Zealand, 
approved the reinstatement of an amount of $56,000 
with respect to 48 work-months of General Service 
temporary assistance for the United Nations Interna
tional School under section 22C (Office of Personnel 
Services, Headquarters); 

(c) By 41 votes to 28, with 23 abstentions, the 
Committee, acting on a proposal by the Philippines, 
approved the reinstatement of $24,700 for long-dis
tance telephone calls and an amount of $80,800 with 
respect to 4 General Service posts in the Archives and 
Records Service under section 22D (Office of General 
Services, Headquarters) ; 

(d) By 53 votes to 27, with 13 abstentions, the 
Committee, acting on a proposal by Tunisia, approved 
the reinstatement of an amount of $28,500 for the 
professional studies programme under section 22J 
(Staff training activities); 

(e) By 35 votes to 19, with 40 abstentions, the 
Committee rejected a proposal by Austria to reinstate 
an amount of $48,500 in respect of overtime for the 
Electronic Data Processing and Information Systems 
Service under section 22F. 

214. The Committee then took the following ac
tion on proposals made by the Union of Soviet So
cialist Republics: 

(a) It rejected by 32 votes to 15, with 42 absten
tions, the proposal that a decision on the additional 
appropriation in the amount of $854,500 recommended 
by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/37) and the Ad
visory Committee (A/32/8/ Add.25) for section 22F 
(Electronic Data Processing and Information Systems 
Service) be postponed to the thirty-third session; 

(b) It rejected by 43 votes to 20, with 28 absten
tions, the proposal that the amount of $47,400 for a 
post at the P-4 level under section 22J.2 (Staff training 
activities, Geneva) recommended by the Secretary
General (A/C.S/32/67) and the Advisory Committee 
(A/32/8/ Add.26) be deleted. 

Decision of the Committee 

215. At its 67th meeting, the Fifth Committee, 
taking into account the above-mentioned decisions 
taken with respect to section 22, decided, by 77 votes 
to 11, with 3 abstentions, to approve in first reading 
for section 22 an amount of $154,834,400 representing 
an increase of $187,900 over the amount recommended 
by the Advisory Committee. 

Revised estimates under section 22B.l 
(Office of Financial Services) 

216. At its 69th meeting, on 19 December, the 
Committee considered the Secretary-General's report 
(A/C.S/32/66) on revised estimates for the Office 
of Financial Services under section 22B.1. 

21 7. In his report, the Secretary-General proposed 
certain additional appropriations for the Office of Fi
nancial Services pursuant to certain key proposals 
made by the Board of Auditors as a result of a general 
evaluation of the financial management and control sys
tems of the Organization. 

218. The comments made in the course of the 
short discussion on this question are reflected in tht: 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.69). 

Decision of the Committee 

219. At its 69th meeting, the Fifth Committee 
decided, without objection, to defer its examination 
of this question to the thirty-third session on the under
standing that rt would be considered on a priority basis 
(see para. 255 (d) below). 

Other decisions 

220. In the course of its examination of the pro
posed programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979, 
the Committee took a number of broader decisions 
with respect to the budget, which are reflected in the 
paragraphs that follow. 

EFFECTS OF INFLATION AND MONETARY INSTABILITY 

221. At the 61st meeting, on 12 December, the 
representative of Cuba introduced the following draft 
resolution (A/C.5/32/L.27): 

"The General Assembly, 

"Deeply concerned at the persistence of inflation 
and monetary instability in the developed countries 
in which the United Nations incurs expenditure, 

"Considering the responsibility borne by the de
veloped countries in which the United Nations has 
headquarters for the generation of their own internal 
inflation and for readjustments and fluctuations in 
the exchange rates of their currencies, 

"Considering further the economic adv::tntages 
which those developed countries derive from the 
presence of the headquarters of United Nations 
bodies in their territory, 

"Recognizing that countries which are not respon
sible for inflation in, and readjustments and fluctua
tions in the exchange rates of, developed countries 
in which Unit~d Nations bodies have headquarters 
should not defray the cost of the losses occasioned 
thereby, 

"Taking into account the fact that the losses sus
tained by the United Nations as a result of internal 
inflation in, and readjustments and fluctuations in 
the exchange rates of the currencies of, developing 
countries in which it has headquarters are relatively 
small, 

"Taking into account also that the provisions o~ 
this resolution shall not apply to those developed 
countries in which the United Nations has head
quarters and which make voluntary contributions 
for this purpose, meeting the requirements men
tioned in operative paragraph 3 of this resolution, 

"Mindful of the provisions of Article 17 of the 
Charter of the United Nations, 

"Believing that, in order to cover the substantial 
losses caused by inflation and monetary instability, 
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a different procedure is required from that applied 
to meet expenditures of the regular budget of the 
United Nations, 

"1. Decides that the losses sustained by the 
United Nations as a result of inflation and monetary 
instability in the developed countries in which it has 
headquarters shall be covered in the following· way: 

" (a) Eighty per cent of such losses shall be 
borne by the developed countries in which the 
United Nations has headquarters, in proportion to 
the expenditures incurred in those countries; 

" (b) The remaining twenty per cent shall be 
borne by the other countries, pro-rated in shares 
determined by the scale of assessments approved by 
the General Assembly for the corresponding period; 

"2. Decides also that the losses sustained by the 
United Nations as a result of internal inflation in, 
and readjustments and fluctuations in the exchange 
rates of the currencies of, the developing countries 
in which it has headquarters shall be absorbed by 
the regular budget of the United Nations; 

"3. Decides further that the provisions of this 
resolution shall not apply to developed countries in 
which the United Nations has headquarters and 
which make voluntary contributions in order to 
offset the losses sustained by the United Nations as 
a result of inflation and monetary instability, pro
vided that those contributions are in an amount at 
least equivalent to the amount which would be 
payable by them as a result of their own internal 
inflation and readjustments and fluctuations in the 
exchange rates of their currencies." 

222. After a procedural discussion, the represen
tative of the Federal Republic of Germany proposed 
that consideration of the draft resolution be deferred to 
the thirty-third session. 

Decision of the Committee 

223. At its 61st meeting, the Fifth Committee, by 
56 votes to 20, with 15 abstentions, decided to defer 
its consideration of draft resolution A/C.5/32/L.27 
to the thirty-third session of the General Assembly (see 
para. 255 (e) below). 

* * * 
224. At the 63rd meeting, on 14 December, the 

representative of Australia introduced the following 
draft resolution ( A/C.5 /32/L.32/Rev.1), on behalf 
of Australia and Singapore: 

"The General Assembly, 
"Recalling the decision of the Fifth Committee 

adopted at its 1 770th meeting37 requesting the Sec
retary-General to base his assumptions for rates of 
inflation on the latest available forecast and for 
currency alignments on the actual rate prevailing 
at the time the documents are prepared, 

"Noting that the proposed programme budget for 
the biennium 1978-1979 includes an appropriation 
for inflation, and exchange rate variation based on 
assumptions \Vhose accuracy will only be tested as 
the biennium progresses, 

''Desiring to ensure that appropriate control is 
exercised over the expenditure of appropriations al-

37 Ibid., Thirtieth Session, Supplement No. 34, p. 145, 
item 96, sub para. ( w) ( i). 

located to programmes especially that portion pro
vided for inflation, and exchange rate variation, 

"1. Decides that in issuing allotments to pro
gramme managers the Secretary-General should 
during the biennium 1978-1979 and subsequent 
biennia satisfy himself that movements in inflation 
and currency exchange rates are in accordance with 
budget projections, and if the actual rates are fa
vourable by comparison reduce the allocations ac
cordingly; 

"2. Further decides that if additional alloca
tions are requested by programme managers because 
of higher rates of inflation or unfavourable move
ments in currency rates, the Secretary-General 
should ascertain whether savings are possible from 
other sources and reduce the allocations accordingly; 

"3. Requests that if proposals for additional 
appropriations are made to the General Assembly 
to cover higher rates of inflation or less favourable 
exchange rates than those budgeted for at various 
duty stations, detailed information should be pro
vided on: 

" (a) Savings resulting from lower inflation rates 
or favourable currency variations at other duty 
stations; 

" (b) Attempts to cover these additional costs 
by means of savings from other sources, for example, 
economies achieved in executing programmes, or 
the completion of programmes earlier than anti
cipated." 

At the same time, he announced that the word "es
pecially", in the third preambular paragraph, should 
read "including", and that in operative paragraph 2 the 
word "currency" should read "exchange". 

225. After a short procedural discussion, the rep
resentative of Cuba proposed that consideration of 
the draft resolution be rleferred to the thirty-third 
session. 

Decision of the Committee 

226. At its 63rd meeting, the Fifth Committee, 
by 37 votes to 28, with 18 abstentions, decided to 
defer its consideration of draft resolution A/C.5/32/ 
L.32/Rev.1 to the thirty-third session (see para. 255 (f) 
below). 

EXPENDITURE WITH RESPECT TO EXPERTS AND 
CONSULTANTS IN THE UNITED NATIONS 

22 7. At its 63 rd meeting, on 14 December, the 
representative of New Zealand introduced a draft reso
lution (A/C.5/32/L.29) on behalf of Argentina, Aus
tralia, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, New Zealand, the 
Philippines, Portugal, Singapore and Venezuela. Italy 
subsequently joined the sponsors. The draft resolution 
read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [the first preambular paragraph is the same 
as the corresponding paragraph of draft resolu
tion VII in paragraph 256 below], 

"Noting with concern that the aggregate appro
priation for experts and consultants proposed by the 
Secretary-General for the biennium 1 Y78-1979 to
tals $11,423,000 compared with approved appro
priations for 1974-1975 of $6,784,000, and that, 
whereas the initial estimate requested by the Secre-
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tary-General for 1976-1977 was $6,655,000, actual 
expenditure of $6,902,876 for the first eighteen 
months already substantially exceeded that figure, 

" ... [the third preambular paragraph and opera
tive paragraphs 1 and 2 are the same as the corres
ponding paragraphs of draft resolution Vll in para
graph 256 below]." 

In introducing the draft resolution, the representative 
of New Zealand announced that the sponsors had de
cided to delete the last part of the second preambular 
paragraph after the figure "6,784,000". 

228. At the same meeting, after some discussion, 
the Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.5/32/ 
L.29, as revised, by consensus. 

229. Comments made by delegations in the course 
of the discussion of this question are reflected in the 
summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.63). 

Decision of the Committee 

230. The Fifth Committee decided to recommend 
to the General Assembly the adoption of draft resolu
tion A/C.5;32;L.29, as revised (see para. 256 below, 
draft resolution VII). 

FORM OF PRESENTATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
BUDGET 

231. At the 65th meeting, on 15 December, the 
representative of Cuba intrpduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.5/32/L.33), which read as follows: 

"The Ger.~eral Assembly, 

" ... [the preamble is the same as that of draft 
resolution Vlll in paragraph 256 below], 

"Requests the Secretary-General to endeavour, in 
preparing the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1980-1981, to improve its form, content 
and structure, taking into account the opinions ex
pressed and suggestions made in the Fifth Com
mittee during the general debate on the proposed 
programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979, 
and in particular to submit a summary of the pro
posed budget containing, inter alia, the following 
information: 

" (a) The information contained in the fore
word and annexes of the proposed programme bud
get for the biennium 1978-1979; 

" (b) Additional relevant information, including 
that proposed in chapter I of the first report of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud
getary Questions on the proposed programme budget 
for the biennium 1978-1979 (A/32/8 and Corr.1); 

" (c) Expenditure by programme and subpro
gramme in absolute figures; 

"(d) Expenditure by programme and organi
zational unit; 

" (e) Expenditure by programme and object of 
expenditure." 

232. After some discussion, in the course of which 
he representative of the Secretary-General replied to 
1ueries, the representative of the Federal Republic of 
}ermany proposed that the words "as far as practi
:able" be added after the words "following information" 
n the phrase immediately before subparagraph (a). The 
tmendment was accepted by Cuba. 

233. The Committee then adopted draft resolution 
A/C.5/32 1L.33, as amended, by 36 votes to 7, with 
35 abstentions. 

234. Comments made by delegations during the 
discussion of the draft re-;olution, as well as explana
tions of vote, are reflected in the summary record of 
the meeting ( A/C.5/32;SR.65). 

Decision of the Committee 

235. The Fifth Committee decided to recommend 
to the General Assembly the adoption of draft resolu
tion A/C.5/32/L.33, as amended (see para. 256 be
low, draft resolution VIII). 

PRESENTATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS BUDGET 

236. At its 65th meeting, on 15 December, the 
representative of France introduced the following draft 
resolution ( A/C.5/32/L.37 /Rev.l) on behalf of Ar
gentina, Australia, Canada, Denmark, Egypt, France, 
Federal Republic of Germany, Ghana, the Ivory Coast, 
Mauritania, New Zealand, Pakistan, Portugal, Vene
zuela and Zaire: 

"Tize General Assembly, 

" ... [the first two preambular paragraphs are the 
same as the corresponding paragraphs of draft reso
lution IX in paragraph 256 below], 

"Recalling in that connexion the statement made 
by the Chairman of the Fifth Committee at the Com
mittee's 16th meeting ( A!C.5 /32/SR.16, paras. 95-
101), and the relevant passages of the report of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud
getary Questions (A/32/8 and Corr.1, paras. 3-42), 

"1. Considers that the most important of the 
aforementioned problems relate to: 

" (a) The need to apply effectively paragraphs 9 
and 11 (b) of General Assembly resolution 31 /93, 
concerning activities that are obsolete, of marginal 
usefulness or ineffective; 

" ... [paragraphs 1 (b) to 1 (e) are the same as the 
corresponding paragraphs of draft resolution I X in 
paragraph 256 below]; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to make a 
study of the aforementioned matters and to submit 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session, 
through the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions, a report which shall con
tain proposals relating to: 

" (a) The aforementioned provisions of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 3 I /93; 

" ... r paragraphs 2 (b) and 2 (c) and operative 
paragraph 3 are the same as the corresponding para
graphs in draft resolution IX in paragraph 256 be
low]." 

At the same time, he announced that Italy had joined 
the sponsors. 

237. The representative of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics orally proposed the following 
amendments: 

(a) Operative paragraph 1 (a) should be amended 
to read: 

" (a) The need to apply effectively the provi
sions of General Assembly resolutions 3534 (XXX) 
of I 7 December 1 97 5 and 31 /93 of 14 December 
1976 concerning activities that are obsolete, of mar
ginal usefulness or ineffective"; 
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(b) Operative paragraph 2 (a) should be amended 
to read: 

" (a) The aforementioned provisions of General 
Assembly resolutions 3534 (XXX) and 31/93''. 

238. The representative of Poland orally pro
posed that the words "programmes, projects and" be 
inserted after the word "concerning" in operative para
graph I (a). 

239. The representative of Austria orally proposed 
that the words "as well as the relevant comments of the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination in its 
report on the work of its seventeenth session" be in
serted in the third preambular paragraph after " (A/ 
C'5/32/SR.l6, paras. 95-101)". He also proposed the 
insertion of the words "and the Committee for Pro-

gramme and Co-ordination" in operative paragraph 
after the words "Advisory Committee on Administr~ 
tive and Budgetary Questions". 

240. The sponsors of the draft resolution accepte 
all the oral amendments proposed with the exceptio 
of the second amendment proposed by Austria. 

241. At its 65th meeting, the Committee adopte 
draft resolution A/C.5/32/L.37 /Rev.l, as amende< 
by consensus. 

Decision of the Committee 

242. The Fifth Committee decided to recommen 
to the General Assembly the adoption of draft resolt 
tion A/C.5/32/L.37/Rev.l, as amended (see pan 
256 below, draft resolution IX). 

First reading of the proposed programme budget 

243. At its 18th, 21st, 26th, 29th, 31st, 33rd, 35th, 38th, 39th, 41st to 
43rd, 45th, 46th, 48th to 50th, 55th, 62nd, 67th and 69th meetings, between 17 
October and 19 December, the Fifth Committee voted at the first reading on the 
proposed programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979. 

244. The results of the decisions taken by the Committee in first reading 
on individual expenditure and income sections were as follows: 

Recommended 
Sectwn appropnatzon In fm·our Agamst Abstentions 

United States dollars 
EXPENDITURE SECTIONS 

1. Over-all policy-making, direction and co-
ordination ........................ . 18 103 200 

2. Political and Security Council affairs; 
peace-keeping activities . . . . . . . . . . . 47 012 600 

3. Political affairs, trusteeship and decolo-
nization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 205 300 

4. Policy-making organs (economic and so-
cial activities) . . . . . . . ............ . 

5A. Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs ........................... . 

5B. Transnational corporations . . . .. . 

6. Economic Commission for Europe .. . 

7. Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific ......... . 

8. Economic Commission for Latin America 

9. Economic Commission for Africa ..... . 

10. Economic Commission for Western Asia 

!lA. United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development ...................... . 

liB. International Trade Centre 

12. United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization ...................... . 

13. United Nations Environment Programme 

14. International drug control ........... . 

15. Regular programme of technical assist-
ance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

16. Office of the United Nations High Com
missioner for Refugees . . . . . . ..... 

17. Office of the United Nations Disaster 
Relief Co-ordinator . . .............. . 

18. Human rights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
19. International Court of Justice ....... . 
20. Legal activities .................... . 

I 557 500 

46 552 100 

6 185 500 

16 852 500 

19 388 600 

23 748 300 

23 455 500 

10 977 300 

33116900 

5 620 000 

57 797 800 

8 171100 

4 669 500 

22 846 500 

18 477 600 

2 539 700 
6 294 200 
6 055 500 
8 686 400 

78 10 0 

Approved without objection 

Approved without objection 

84 

75 

87 

72 

64 

69 

91 

85 

103 

69 

86 

76 

66 

85 

0 

10 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

8 

10 

8 

0 

13 

8 

0 

7 

15 

9 

11 

8 

10 

0 

0 

0 

4 

7 

3 

Approved without objection 

76 
82 
79 
82 

9 
0 
9 
0 

5 
8 
0 
8 



I. 

II. 

Section 

21. 

22. 

Agenda item 100 

Public information 

Administration, management and general 

Recommended 
appropriation 

United States dollars 

36 393 700 

services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154 834 400 

23. C0\1ference and library services . . . . . . . 140 072 400 

24. United Nations bond issue . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 817 000 

25. Staff assell5ment--..................... 144 518 000 

26. Construction, alteration, improvement 
and major maintenance of premises . . 29 407 000 

TOTAL 918 356 100 

INCOME SECTIONS 

1. Income from staff assessment 

2. General income .................... . 

147 504 600 

12 509 000 

6 903 100 3. Revenue-producing activities 

TOTAL 166 9!6 700 

In favour Against Abstention, 

92 8 2 

77 11 3 

92 10 0 

59 13 5 

Approved without objection 

77 7 0 

Approved without objection 

Approved without objection 

Approved without objection 

245. The observations made and reservations expressed by delegations in 
explanation of the vote during the first reading of the budget estimates are to be 
found in the summary records of the meetings at which the votes were taken 
(A/C.5/32/SR.l8, 21, 26, 29, 31, 33, 35, 38, 39, 41-43, 45, 46, 48-50, 55, 
62, 67 and 69). 

Second reading of the proposed programme budget 

246. Decisions taken in first reading by the Committee concerning certain 
expenditures and income sections were affected by actions taken subsequently 
on the basis of the recommendations of the Advisory Committee regarding certain 
revised estimates submitted by the Secretary-General under various sections of 
the budget, and on the appropriation required for the implementation of resolu
tions adopted by the General Assembly at its current session on the recommenda
tion of other Main Committees. 

247. The relevant documentation and the amounts requested by the Secre
tary-General and those approved by the Committee, distributed by budget 
section, are listed below. 

Reduction 
Amount recommended 

proposed by the by the Amount Budget 
Documentation Secretary-General Fifth Committee approved section• 

United States dollars 
INITIAL ESTIMATES 
(A/32/6 and Corr.l and 2, A/32/8 and 

Corr.l) 
Expenditure ............. 936 555 30oa. b (20 694 500)b 915 860 800 All 
Income ••••••••••• 0 •••••• 166 772 500< (878 800) 165 893 700 All 

REVISED ESTIMATES 
(i) Expansion of meeting rooms 

and improvement of confer-
ence-servicing and delegate fa-
cilities at United Nations Head-
quarters (A/C.S/32/4 and 
Corr.1 and Add. I, A/32/8/ 
Add.l, A/C.5/32/SR.25, Gen-
era! Assembly resolution 32/ 
212. sect. I) ••• 0 •• 0 ••• 0 ••• 14 706 400 (6 141 200) 8 565 200 26 

82 500 82 500 22 

14 788 900 (6 141 200) 8 647 700 

55 
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Documentation 

( ii) Restructuring of the Office of 
the U nder-Secretaries-Genera1 
for Special Political Affairs 
(A/C.5/32/15, A/32/8/ Add.3, 
A/C.5/32/SR.62) ......... . 

(iii) United Nations accommoda
tion at Nairobi (A/C.5/32/19 
and Add.!, A/32/8/Add.IO, 
A/C.5/32/SR.57, General As
sembly resolution 32/208) .. 

(iv) International Trade Centre 
(A/C.5/32/18, A/32/8/ Add.8, 
A/C.5/32/SR.48) ......... . 

( v) Decisions of the Economic and 
Social Council at its sixty
second and sixty-third sessions 
(A/C.5/12/16 and Corr.l and 
2, A/32/8/ Add.7, A/C.5/32/ 
SR.48) .................. . 

(vi) International Civil Service 
Commission (A/C.5/32/28, 
A/32/8/ Add. II, A/C.5/32/ 
SR.67) .................. . 

(vii) Major maintenance of prem
ises, Geneva (A/C.5/32/77, 
A/C.5/32/SR.65) ........ . 

(viii) Alteration and improvement 
of premises, Geneva (A/C.5/ 
32/32, A/C.5/32/SR.55) ... 

( ix) Technological innovations in 
the production of the publica
tions and documentation of 
the United Nations ( A/C.5/ 
32/11, A/32/8/Add.l2, A/ 
C.5/32/SR.51, General Assem
bly resolution 32/207) ..... 

(ll.) United Nations Conference on 
Science and Technology for 
Development (A/C.5/32/39 
and Corr.l, A/32/8/ Add.l9, 
A/C.5/32/SR.58) ........ . 

(xi) Electronic Data Processing 
and Information Systems Serv
ice (A/C.5/32/37, A/32/8/ 
Add.25, A/C.5/32/SR.67) .. 

Amount 
proposed bv the 

Secretary-General 

395 500 
(173 100) 

70000 
64 200 

356 600 
64 200 

260 000 
55 000 

4 541 000 

4 856 000 

55 000 

109 OOOd 

74 000 
32 000 

170 000 
14 400 

290 400 
14 400 

34 30()<• 
(41 100) 

85 900 

56 000 

950 200 

3 981 500f 
756 000 

4 737 500 
756 000 

1 125 500g 
250 OOOh 

1 375 500 

Reduction 
recommended 

bv the 
Filth Committee 

United States dollars 

(60 100) 

(15 200) 
(12 200) 

(87 500) 
(12200) 

(541 000) 

(541 000) 

(41 000) 

(53 000) 

(53 000) 

(36 000) 

(15 900) 

(635 500) 

(624300) 
84 200 

(708 500) 
(84 200) 

(271 000) 

(271 000) 

Amount 
appro>ed 

335 400 
(173 100) 

54 800 
52 000 

269 100 
52 000 

260 000 
55 000 

4 000 000 

4 315 000 

55 000 

68 000 

74 000 
32 000 

117 000 
14 400 

237 400 
14400 

(I 700) 
(41 100) 

70 000 

56 000 

314700 

3 357 200 
671 800 

4 029 000 
671 800 

854 500 
250 000 

1 104 500 

Budlfet 
section* 

1 
2 

22 
25 

1 (income) 

13A 
25 
26 

I (income) 

118 

I 
4 

18 
25 

I (income) 

22 
2 (income) 

26 

26 

23 

4 
25 

I (income) 

22 
26 



Agenda item 100 

Documentation 

(xii) Staff training activities, re
gional commissions (A/C.5/ 
32/35, A/C.5/32/SR.55) ... 

(xiii) Visitors' Service, Geneva (AI 
C.S/32/44, A/C.5/32/SR.55) 

(xiv) Incorporation into the regular 
budget of the infrastructure 
posts of the Latin American 
Demographic Centre (A/C.5/ 
32/45, A/32/8/ Add.23, AI 
C.5/32/SR.63) .......... . 

(xv) Office of the United Nations 
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator 
(A/C.S/32149 and Corr.l, AI 
C.5/32/SR.55) ........... . 

(xvi) Administration, management 
and general services and the 
Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs (A/C.S/32/53, 
A/C.5/32/SR.57) ........ . 

(xvii) Alteration and improvement 
of premises, Headquarters (AI 
C.5/32/56, A/32/8/ Add.18, 
A/C.5/32/SR.57, General As
sembly resolution 32/212, 
sect. I) ................. . 

(xviii) General income (A/C.5/32/ 
60, A/C.5/32/SR.65) ..... . 

(xix) Administrative and Financial 
Services, Geneva, and staff
training activities, Geneva (A/ 
C.S/32167, A/32181 Add.26, 
A/C.5/32/SR.67) ........ . 

(xx) United Nations international 
assistance programmes (AI 
C.S/32173, A/32/8/ Add.21, 
A/C.5/32/SR.61) ........ . 

( xxi) Restoration of the initial re
duction recommended by the 
Advisory Committee relating 
to mission installation allow
ance (rent supplements) for 
Field Service staff of UNTSO 
and UNMOGIP .......... . 

Amount 
proposed by the 

Secretary-General 

213 500 
27 400 

240 900 

27 400 

(61 300) 
92 000 

30 700 

673 IOO 
I77 400 

850 500 
I77 400 

400000i 

62 300 
285 700 

68 000 

4I6 000 
68 000 

2 204 OOOi 

339 100 

273 600k 
58 200 

33I 800 
58 200 

428 000 
27 000 
90 700 

545 700 
90 700 

880 200 

Reduction 
recommended 

by the 
Fifth Committee 

United States dollars 

(6I 400) 
(27 400) 

(88 800) 

(27 400) 

(79 600) 
(12 400) 

(92 000) 
(12400) 

(250 000) 

(85 600) 
(18 200) 

(103 800) 
(18 200) 

Amount 
approved 

I52 100 

152 IOO 

(61 300) 
92000 

30 700 

593 500 
I65 000 

758 500 
165 000 

400 000 

62 300 
285 700 

68 000 

4I6 000 
68 000 

I 954 000 

339 IOO 

I88 000 
40 000 

228 000 
40 000 

428 000 
27 000 
90 700 

545 700 
90 700 

880 200 

Budget 
section* 

22 
25 

(income) 

1 (income) 
3 (income) 

8 
25 

I (income) 

17 

SA 
22 
25 

I (income) 

26 

2 (income) 

22 
25 

I (income) 

1 
22 
25 

1 (income) 

2 

57 
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Documentation 

(xxii) Implications of the recom
mendations of the Committee 
for Programme and Co-ordina
tion A/C.5/32/26 and Corr.1, 
A/32/8/Add.14)1 

(xxiii) Office of Financial Services 
(A/C.5/32/66)m 

TOTAL, II: 

Expenditure ............. . 

Income ................. . 

Ill. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

(i) Report of the Economic and 
Social Council: assistance for 
the reconstruction of Viet 
Nam (A/C.5/32/20, A/32/ 
274, General Assembly resolu-
tion 32/3) ............... . 

(ii) Question of Namibia (A/C.5/ 
32/30 and Corr.1 and Add.1, 
A/32/8/ Add.4, A/32/322, 
General Assembly resolution 
32/9) .................. . 

(iii) Honoraria of members of the 
Human Rights Comittee (A/ 
C.5/32/38, A/32/8/ Add.l3, 
General Assembly resolution 
32/212, sect. IV) ......... . 

(iv) Pattern of conferences (A/ 
C.5/32/41, A/32/410, Gen
eral Assembly resolution 32/ 
72) ........ ' ........ ' .. . 

( v) Arabic language services in 
the United Nations (A/C.5/ 
32/42/Rev.1, A/32/8/ Add.17, 
General Assembly resolution 
32/205) ........ ' ....... ' 

(vi) Question of East Timor (A/ 
C.S/32/46, A/32/364, Gen
eral Assembly resolution 32/ 
34) ....... '' ........... . 

(vii) Report of the Fifth United 
Nat ions Congress on the Pre
vention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Offenders (A/ 
C.5/32152, A/32/414, Gen
eral Assembly resolution 32/ 
59) .................... . 

Amount 
proposed by the 

Secretary-General 

33 509400 

1 640 000 

100 300 
35 700 
23 300 

159 300 

23 300 

I 060 800 
175 300 
28 400 
18 400 

1 282 900 

18 400 

39 000 

54100 
12 200 

66 300 

12 200 

444 800 
95 500 

540 300 
95 500 

23 600 

84 700 

Reduction 
recommended 

by the 
Fifth Committee 

United States dollars 

(9 065 200) 

(154 400) 

(300) 

(300) 

(300) 

(117 600) 
( 18 000) 
(4 200) 
(7 500) 

( 147 300) 

(7 500) 

( 4 600) 

(15 500) 

Amount 
appr01•ed 

24 444 200 

1485 600 

100 300 
35 700 
23 000 

159 000 

23 000 

943 200 
157 300 
24200 
10 900 

1 135 600 

10 900 

39 000 

54 100 
12 200 

66 300 

12 200 

444 800 
95 500 

540 300 
95 500 

19 000 

69 200 

Budget 
section• 

1 
22 
25 

All 

All 

1 (income) 

3 
21 
22 
25 

1 (income) 

18 

23 
25 

1 (income) 

23 
25 

1 (income) 

3 

4 



Documentation 

(viii) Enlargement of the member
ship of the Advisory Commit
tee on the Application of 
Science and Technology to 
Development (A/C.5/32/107) 

(ix) United Nations Conference on 
Succession of States in Respect 
of Treaties (A/C.5/32/40/ 
Rev.l and Corr.l, A/32/8/ 
Add.15, A/32/417, General 
Assembly resolution 32/47) 

(x) Third United Nations Confer
ence on the Law of the Sea 
( A/C.5/32/ 109, A/32/ 487, 
General Assembly resolution 
32/194) ................ . 

(xi) Report of the International 
Civil Service Commission (AI 
32/30, A/C.5/32/51, A/32/ 
8/Add.16, A/32/447, General 
Assembly resolution 32/200) 

(xii) Report of the Economic and 
Social Council: Transport and 
Communications Decade in 
Africa (A/C.S/32/63, A/32/ 
452, paras. 1-5; General As
sembly resolution 32/ 160) .. 

(xiii) Question of Palestine: report 
of the Committee on the Ex
ercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of the Palestinian People (A/ 
C.5/32/64 and Corr.l, A/32/ 
403, paras. 1-6; General As
sembly resolution 32/40 A) 

(xiv) Question of Palestine: report 
of the Committee on the Ex
ercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of the Palestinian People (A/ 
C.5/32/65 and Corr.l, A/32/ 
403, paras. 7-12; General As
sembly resolution 32/40 B) 

A~renda item 100 

Amount 
proposed br the 

Secretarr-Genera/ 

23 600 

35 200 

274 900 
2 300 

277 200 
2 300 

(5 900) 
(2 600) 

(61 800) 
( 176 900) 

(15 300) 
(50 100) 
( 10 700) 
(35400) 

(9 200) 
(278 100) 
(677 600) 
(605 000) 

(I 928 600) 
(610 100) 

II 500 

203 500 

118 600 
29 400 

148 000 
29 400 

I 13 100 
80000 
29 700 
22 000 

244 800 
22 000 

Redaction 
recommended 

by the 
Fifth Committee 

United States dollars 

(23 600) 

(I 800) 

Amount 
approl'ed 

33 400 

274 900 
2 300 

277 200 
2 300 

Budget 
section* 

4 

20 

2 
2S 

I (income) 

(5900) I 
(2600) SA 

(61 800) 6 
( 176 900) IIA 
OS 300) 14 
(SO I 00) 16 
( 10 700) 17 
(35 400) 18 

(9 200) 21 
(278 100) 22 
(677 600) 23 
(605 000) 25 

(I 928 600) 
(610 100) 

II 500 

203 500 

118 600 
29 400 

148 000 
29 400 

113 100 
80000 
29 700 
22 000 

244 800 
22 000 

I (income) 
3 (income) 

9 

25 

I (income) 

21 
22 
25 

I (income) 
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Reduction 
Amount recommended 

proposed by the by the Amount Budget 
Documentation Secretary-General Fifth Committee approved section• 

Unrted States dollars 

(xv) Special Session of the General 
Assembly devoted to disarma-
ment (A/C.5/32169, A/321 
8/ Add.20, A/32/427, General 
Assembly resolution 32/88) 382 200 (30 000) 352 200 1 

113 100 113 100 2 

495 300 (30 000) 465 300 

(xvi) General and complete disar-
mament (A/C.5/32/70, AI 
32/8/ Add.20, A/32/426, Gen-
eral Assembly resolution 321 
87 E) •••••••••••••••••• 0 124 900 (39 500) 85 400 2 

22 700 (7 500) 15 200 22 
28 800 (5 100) 23 700 25 

176 400 (52 100) 124 300 

28 800 (5 100) 23 700 1 (income) 

(xvii) Special Committee to Investi-
gate Israeli Practices Affecting 
the Human Rights of the Pop-
ulation of the Occupied Terri-
tories (A/C.S/32/71, A/32/ 
434, paras. 6-11; General As-
sembly resolution 32/91 C) 135 800 135 800 18 

29 800 29 800 25 

165 600 165 600 

29 800 29 800 1 (income) 

(xviii) Report of the Economic and 
Social Council: United Na-
tions international assistance 
programmes (A/C.5/32/72, 
A/32/8/ Add.21, A/32/446, 
General Assembly resolutions 
32/96, 32199, 32/100 and 32/ 
101) ................... 68 200 68 200 

(xix) World Food Council (AIC.51 
32/74, A/32/8/ Add.27) .... 12 000 (12 000) 1 

9 800 (9 800) 25 

21 800 (21 800) 

9 800 (9 800) 1 (income) 

(xx) United Nations Conference on 
Technical Co-operation among 
Developing Countries (A/C.5/ 
32/75 and Add.1, A/32/8/ 
Add.24, A/32/477, General 
Assembly resolution 321183). 791 500 (54 100) 737 400 4 

132 000 (12 000) i20 000 25 

923 500 ( 66 100) 857 400 

132 000 (12 000) 120 000 1 (income) 
(xxi) United Nations Relief and 

Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (A/ 
C.5/32/76, A/32/431, Gen-
eral Assembly resolution 32/ 
90 D) ••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 7 400 (7 400) 2 

(xxii) Advisory Committee on Ad-
mmtstrative and Budgetary 
Questions A/C.S/32/78, AI 
32/454, General Assembly res-
olution 321103) ........... 115 900 115 900 



Docfllmentation 

( xxiii) Policies of apartheid of the 
Government of South Africa 
(AIC.5132179 and Corr.l, AI 
32181 Add.22, A1321455, Gen
eral Assembly resolution 321 
105) ................... . 

(xxiv) Observance of the thirtieth an
niversary of the Universal Dec
laration of Human Rights (AI 
C.5132199, A1321479, Gen
eral Assembly resolution 321 
123) ................... . 

(xxv) United Nations Environment 
Programme (AIC.5132184, AI 
321484, paras. 3-7; General 
Assembly resolution 321171) 

(xxvi) Restructuring of the economic 
and social sectors of the United 
Nations system (AIC.5132186 
and Corr.l and Amend.! and 
2, A132181 Add.30, A13214851 
Add.l, General Assembly res-
olution 321197) ......... .. 

(xxvii) Drafting of an international 
convention against the taking 
of hostages (AIC.5132188, AI 
321476, General Assembly res-
olution 321148) .......... . 

(xxviii) International Year for Disa
bled Persons (AIC.5132189, 
Al321478, General Assembly 
resolution 321133) ....... . 

( xxix) Third General Conference of 
UNIDO (AIC.5132190, AI 
C.5132/lll, Al321483, paras. 
3-10; General Assembly reso-
lution 321164) ........... . 

Ap;enda item 100 

Amount 
proposed h1• the 

Secretarr-General 

578 900 
277 700 

29 300 
57 400 

943 300 

57 400 

124 000 
76 400 

200 400 

110 900 

333 600 
37 500 
22 700 

784 200 
280 800 
397 300 

1 856 100 

397 300 

17 700 

136 600 
13 100 
39 300 

189 000 

39 300 

44 800 

146 500 

Reduction 
recommended 

h.v the 
Fifth Commillee 

United States dollars 

(22400) 

(22 400) 

(24 000) 
(76 400) 

(100 400) 

(301 700) 

(93 300) 

(395 000) 

(93 300) 

(5 700) 

(10 700) 

(10 700) 

(44 800) 

Amount 
appro red 

556 500 
277 700 

29 300 
57 400 

920 900 

57 400 

100 000 

100 000 

110 900 

333 600 
37 500 
22 700 

482 500 
280 800 
304 000 

1 461 100 

304 000 

12 000 

136 600 
2400 

39 300 

178 300 

39 300 

146 500 

Bud ~ret 
section• 

3 
21 
22 
25 

1 (income) 

18 
15 

SA 

sc 
SD 
SE 
SF 

22 
25 

1 (income) 

20 

SA 
22 
25 

1 (income) 

12 

12 

61 



62 General Assembly-Thirty-second Session-Annexes 
----~--

Reduction 
Amount recommended 

proposed by the b.v the Amount Budget 
Documentation Secretary•-General Fifth Committee approl'ed section* 

United States dollars 

(xxx) International co-operation in 
the field of human settlements 
(AIC.5132191 and Corr.l, AI 
32181 Add.28, A1321452, pa-
ras. 6-18; General Assembly 
resolution 321162) ........ (17 300) (17300) 4 

(3 223 100) (3 223 100) 5A 
20 000 20 000 8 
20000 20 000 9 
20000 20 000 10 

5 515 700 (879 500) 4 636 200 138 
( 157 000) (157 000) 22 

123 600 (88 800) 34 800 25 

2 458 900 (1 125 300) 1 333 600 

123 600 (88 800) 34 800 1 (income) 

(xxxi) Honorarium of the Chairman 
of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions (AIC.5132192, Gen-
era! Assembly resolution 321 
212, sect. VI) ............ 50000 50 000 

Reclassification of the post of 
the Executive Secretary of the 
Advisory Committee to the 
D-2 level ................ 10400 10400 1 

5 700 5 700 25 

66 100 66100 

5 700 5 700 1 (income) 

(xxxii) Economic co-operation among 
developing countries (AIC.51 
32/93, A1321486, General As-
sembly resolution 321180) 221 000 (101 000) 120 000 ItA 

52 000 (20 500) 31 500 25 

273 000 (121 500) 151 500 

52 000 (20 500) 31 500 I (income) 

(xxxiii) UNTDO (AIC.5132197, AI 
32/483. paras. 11-17; General 
Assembly resolution 321167) 23 800 23 800 12 • 

( xxxiv) United Nations Conference on 
Desertification (AIC.5132198, 
A/321484, paras. 8-13; Gen-
era! Assembly resolution 321 
172) ••••••••• 0 ••• 0 •••••• 69 1011 69 100 ·4 

(xxxv) Acceleration of the transfe• of 
real resources to developing 
countries (AIC.51321101, AI 
321485, General Assembly res-
olution 321 177) •••••••••• 0 70 000 (20 000) 50 000 liA 

(XXXVI) Consolidated statement of 
conference-servicing costs (AI . 
C.5/32/110, Al32/81 Add.29) 2 998 600 (I 048 600) 1 950 000 23 

9 000 9 000 21 

79 500 (38 500) 41 000 22 

TOTAL. Ill: 3 087 100 (I 087 100) 2 000 000 

Expenditure .............. 12 730 600 (3 303 400) 9 427 200 All 

/m omc .................. 480 200 (237 300) 242 900 All 



Documentatwn 

IV. ADJUSTMENT TO ~tFLECT CURRENT RATES 
OF EXCHANGE (UNITED NATIONS DECEM
BER 1977 OPERATIONAL RATES): 

Expenditure 

Income 

GRAND TOTAL: 

Expenditure 

Income 

Agenda item 100 

Amount 
propmed br the 

Secretarr-General 

36 181 100 

6 496 000 

1018 976 400 

.175 388 700 

843 587 700 

Reduction 
recommended 

bv the 
Ft/th Committee 

Untied States dollars 

(33 063 100) 

(1270500) 

(31 792 600) 

Amount 
appro\'ed 

36 181 100 

6 496 000 

985 913 300 

174118 200 

811 795 100 

* Unless otherwise indicated, the sections referred to are expenditure sections. 

Budget 
sectwn* 

All 

All 

All 

All 

a Comprising initial estimates of $941,701,700 and, in addition. $639,600 relating to the revised estimates of 
the Joint Inspection Unit (A/C.S/32/1 and Add.!) and $66,700 relatmg to the revised estimates of the Consul
tative Committee on Administrative Questions (A/C.S/32/8). 

b A total of $5,852,700 is excluded from this amount pending submission of revised estimates of those items. 
c Comprising initial estimates of $166,476,600 and, in addition, $295,900 relating to the revised estimates of 

the Joint Inspection Unit. 
d Represents the difference between the revised estimates of $5,661,000 and the initially recommended 

estimates of $5,552,000 by the Advisory Committee. 
e Represents the difference between the revised estimates of $3,202,500 and the initially recommended 

estimates of $3,168,200 by the Advisory Committee. 
t Including an amount of $3,075,800 requested in the initial estimates. 
g Represents' the difference between the revised estimates of $10,600,000 and the initially recommended 

estimates of $9,474,500 by the Advisory Committee. 
h Resubmissi'on of the amount requested in the initial estimates. 
1 Resubmission of the amount requested in the initial estimates. 
J Including an amount of $1,490,800 requested in the initial estimates. 
k Represents the difference between the revised estimates and the initially recommended estimates by the 

Advisory Committee and includes an amount of $39,000 requested in the initial estimates. 
I Postponed to the thirty-third session (see para. 256 below, draft resolution IV). 
m Postponed to the thirty-third session (see para. 255 (d) below). 

248. The requirements under the various sections of the programme budget 
for the biennium 1978-1979 approved by the Fifth Committee are as follows: 

Section 

EXPENDITURE SECTIONS 

1. Over-all po/icy-ma/..in[.?, direction and co-ordination 

(a) 

(b) 

Approved in fir-,t reading . . . .. 

Restructuring of the Office of the U nder-Secretarie'i-
General for Special Political Affairs ........... . 

(c) Deci,ions of the Economic and Social Council at 
its sixty-second and 'i),ty-third sessions . . . . . . . 

(d) Report of the Economic and Social Council: 
a55istance for the reconstruction of Viet Nam .. 

(e) Revi<oed estimates for United Nations international 

(/) 
assistance programme'> 
Que-;tion of Palestine 

( R) Question of Pale-,tine . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . 
(h) Special ses,ion of the General Assembly devoted 

to disarmament . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . 
(i) Report of the Economic and Social Council: United 

Nations international assistance programmes .. . 
(J) World Food Council ....................... . 
(k) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud-

getary Questwns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . 
(/) Honorarium of the Chairman of the Advisory 

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques-
tions .................................. . 

( m) Reclas<oification of the post of Executive Secretary 
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions to the D-2 level ......... . 

Amount approved Total 

Untied States dollars 

18 103 200 

335 400 

74.000 

100 300 

428 000 
118 600 
113 100 

352 200 

68 200 

115 900 

50 000 

10 400 
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Section 

( n) Report of the International Civil Service Commis-
sion ...................................... . 

(o) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

2. Political and Security Council affairs; peace-keeping ac
tidties 

3. 

(a) Approved in first reading ................... . 

(h) Restructuring of the Office of the Under-Secretaries-
General for Special Political Affairs ........... . 

(c) Special session of the General Assembly devoted 
to disarmament ............................ . 

(d) General and complete disarmament ........... . 

(e) Reclassification of post to the D-1 level ....... . 

(f) Third United Nations Conference on the Law of 
the Sea . . . . . . . . . ......................... . 

(g) Mi5sion installation allowance for Field Service 
staff of UNTSO and UNMOGIP ............ . 

(h) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

Political affairs, trustees/zip and decolonization 

(a) Approved in first reading ................... . 

(b) Question of Namibia ....................... . 

(c) Question of East Timor .................... . 

(d) Policies of apartheid of the Government of South 
Africa .................................... . 

(c) Reclas5ification of po5t to the D-1 level ....... . 

4. Policy-makinR organs (economic and social activities) 

~a) Approved in first reading ................... . 

(b) United Nations Conference on Science and Tech-
nology for Development .................... . 

(c) Report of the Fifth United Nations Congress on 
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of 
Offenders ............................... . 

(d) Decisions of the Economic and Social Council at 
its snty-second and sixty-third sessions ........ . 

(e) United Nations Conference on Technical Co-opera-
tion among Developing Countries ............ . 

(f) International co-operation in the field of human 
settlements ................................ . 

(g) United Nations Conference on Desertification .. . 

(h) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

5A. Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

(a) Approved in first reading ................... . 

(b) Revised estimates for administration, management 
and general services and the Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs ................... . 

(c) Reclassification of po;t to the P-5 level ....... . 

Amount approved Total 

United States dollars 

(5 900) 

47 012 600 

(173 100) 

113 100 

85 400 

8 600 

274 900 

880 200 

8 205 300 

943 200 

19 000 

556 500 

8 600 

1 557 500 

3 357 200 

69 200 

32 000 

737 400 

(17 300) 

69 100 

46 552 100 

62 300 

15 100 

19 863 400 

245 900 

20 109 300 

48 201 700 

(105 100) 

48 096 600 

9 732 600 

5 805 100 

(2 000) 

5 803 100 



Sectwn 

Agenda item 100 

(d) Report of the International Civil Service Commis-
sion . 

(e) United Nations Environment Pro",~ .. uuule ..... . 

(f) International Year for Disabled Persons ....... . 

(g) International co-operation in the field of human 
settlement'> ...................... . 

(h) Adjmtment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

58. Transnational corporations 

(a) 

(h) 

Approved in first reading 

AdJustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

5C. Department of Economic Co-operation and Development" 

(a) Restructuring of the economic and social sectors 
of the United Nations system ........ . 

50. Department of Technrcal Co-operation for Dn·elopment• 

(a) Restructuring of th· economic and social sectors 
of the United Nations system . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 

5E. Office of Secretariat Sen·ices for Economic and Social 
Matt as" 

(a) Restructuring of the economic and social sectors 
of the United Nations system ....... . 

SF. Directm-General for Dn·c/opment and International 
Economic C a-operation 

(a) Restructuring of the economic and social sectors 
of the United Nations system ......... . 

6. Economic Commission for Europe 

(a) Approved in first reading ...... . 

(h) Report of the International Civil Service Commis-
sion 

(c) Adjmtment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

7. Economic and SoCia/ Commission for Asia and the 
Pcui(ic 

(a) Approved in first readmg 

(h) Recla"ification of po-.ts to the P-5 and D-1 levels 

8. Economic Commi1sion for Latin A mcrica 

(a) Approved m first reading .. 

(h) Incorporation into the regular budget of the infra
structure posh of the Latin American Demographic 
Cenli"e 

( c ) Recla"IficatiOn of post to the D-1 level . 

(d) InternatiOnal co-operation in the field of human 
settlements 

Amount approved Total 

Unzted States dollars 

(2 600) 

110 900 

136 600 

(3 223 100) 

6 185 500 

10 800 

333 600 

37 500 

22 700 

482 500 

16 852 500 

(61 800) 

19 388 600 

16 200 

23 748 300 

593 500 

9 100 

20 000 

43 651 300 

275 600 

43 926 900 

6185500 

6 196 300 

333 600 

37 500 

22 700 

482 500 

16 790 700 

2 223 500 

19 014 200 

19 404 800 

24 370 900 
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SectiOn 

9. Economic Commi.1.1ion for A/rica 

(a) Approved in fir~t reading 

( h J International co-operation in the field of human 
'>ettlements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . 

(c) Tran-,port and Communication<; Decade in Africa 

10. Economic Commi.1.1ion for We~lern Asia 

(a) 

(h) 

Approved in first reading 

International co-operation in the field of human 
'>ettlements 

(c) Adjmtment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(Umted Natiom December 1977 operational rates) 

!!A. United Nation\ Con/l'l"ence on Trade and Development 

(a) Approved in first reading ................... . 

(h) Report of the International Civil Service Com-
mis,ion ............... . 

(c) Economic co-operation among developing countries 

(d) Acceleration of the transfer of real resources to 
developing countries . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

(e) Adjustment to reflect current rate~ of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

II B. International Trade Centre 

(a) Approved in fir~t reading 

(h) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

12. United Nations Industrial Dn·elopment On.:anization 

(a) Approved in first reading ................... . 

(h) Third General Conference of UN IDO . . . . . . .. 

(c) UNIDO .................................. . 

(d) Adjmtment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nation-. December 1977 operational rate,) 

13A. United Nations Enl'ironment Programme 

(a) Approved in first reading ..... . 

(b) United Nations accommodation at Nairobi ..... . 

(c) Adju~tment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(Umted Nation'> December 1977 operational rate>) 

138. Hahitat: Centre for Human Settlement.\" 

(a) International co-operation in the field of human 
settlements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . 

(h) AdJU'>tment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rate'>) 

Amount approted Total 

Umted States dollars 

23 455 500 

20 000 

203 500 

10 977 300 

20 000 

33 116 900 

(176 900) 

120 000 

50 000 

5 620 000 

57 797 800 

146 500 

23 800 

8 171 100 

260 000 

4 636 200 

23 679 000 

10 997 300 

(431 300) 

10 566 000 

33 110 000 

4 648 600 

37 758 600 

5 620 000 

884 800 

6 504 800 

57 968 100 

2 146 600 

60114700 

8 431100 

335 300 

8 766 400 

4 636 200 

465 300 

5 101 500 
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Sectwn 

14. International drug control 

(a) Approved in first reading ................... . 

(b) Report of the International Civil Service Com-
mission ................................... . 

(c) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

15. Regular programme of technical assistance 

(a) Approved in fir~t reading ................... . 

(b) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

16. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees 

(a) Approved in first reading . . . . . . . . .......... . 

(b) Reclassification of post to the P-5 level ........ . 

(c) Report of the International Civil Service Com-
mission ................................... . 

(d) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

17. Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator 

(a) Approved in first reading ................... . 

(b) Report of the International Civil Service Com-
mission ................................... . 

(c) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

18. Human Rights 

(a) Approved in first reading ................... . 

(b) Decisions of the Economic and Social Council at 
its sixty-second and sixty-third sessions ....... . 

(c) Report of the International Civil Service Com-
mission ................................... . 

(d) Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices 
Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of 
the Occupied Territories ..................... . 

(e) Honoraria of members of the Human Rights 
Committee ................................ . 

(f) Observance of the thirtieth anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights ....... . 

(g) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

19. International Court of Justice 

(a) Approved in first reading ................... . 

(b) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

Amount apprO\·ed Total 

United States dollars 

4 669 500 

( 15 300) 

22 846 500 

18 477 600 

15 100 

(50 100) 

2 539 700 

(10 700) 

6 294 200 

117 000 

(35 400) 

135 800 

39 000 

100000 

6 055 500 

4 654 200 

658 000 

5 312 200 

22 846 500 

209 300 

23 055 800 

18 442 600 

I 269 tOO 

19 711 700 

2 529 000 

297 700 

2 826 700 

6 650 600 

927 100 

7 577 700 

6 055 500 

71 200 

6 126 700 
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Section Amount approved Total 

United States dollars 

20. Legal activities 

(a) Approved in first reading ................... . 

(b) United Nations Conference on Succession of States 
in Respect of Treaties ...................... . 

(c) Drafting of an international convention against 
the taking of hostages ...................... . 

(d) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

21. Public information 

(a) Approved in first reading ................... . 

(b) Question of Namibia ....................... . 

(c) Report of the International Civil Service Com-
mission ................................... . 

(d) Question of Palestine· ....................... . 

(e) Policies of apartheid of the Government of South 
Africa .................................... . 

(f) Consolidated statement of conference-servicing 
costs ..................................... . 

(g~ Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

22. Administration, management and general services 

8 686 400 

33 400 

12 000 

36 393 700 

1S7 300 

(9 200) 

80000 

277 700 

9 000 

(a) Approved in first reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1S4 834 400 

(b) Expansion of meeting rooms and improvement of 
conference-servicing and delegate facilities at United 
Nations Headquarters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 SOO 

(c) Restructuring of the Office of the Under-Secretaries-
General for Special Political Affairs . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 800 

(d) Revised estimates for staff training activities, re-
gional commissions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1S2 100 

(e) Revised estimates for administration, management 
and general services and the Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs .................... . 

(f) Report of the Economic and Social Council: assist-
ance for the reconstruction of Viet Nam ...... . 

(g) Reclassification of posts to the P-S level ....... . 

(h) Report of the International Civil Service Com-
mission ................................... . 

(i) Restructuring of the economic and social sectors 

(j) 

(k) 

of the United Nations system ................ . 

Question of Namibia 

Question of Palestine 

(I) Revised estimates for United Nations international 
assistance programmes ...................... . 

(m) General and complete disarmament ........... . 

(n) Policies of apartheid of the Government of South 
Africa .................................... . 

( o) International Year for Disabled Persons ....... . 

(p) Consolidated statement of conference-servicing 
costs ..................................... . 

28S 700 

3S 700 

30200 

(278 1t>O) 

280 800 

24200 

29700 

27 000 

IS 200 

29 300 

2400 

41000 

8 731 800 

70 300 

8 802 100 

36 908 soo 

3S1 soo 

37 260000 

(q) International co-operation in the field of human 
settlements ................................ . (1S7 000) ISS 489 900 
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Section A"'ount approved Total 

United ~tates dollars 

(r) Adjustment to reflect current rates. of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

23. Conference and library services 

(a) Approved in first reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140 072 400 

(b) Technological"innovations in the production of the 
publications and documentation of the United 
Nations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 314 700 

24. 

25. 

26. 

(c) Pattern of conferences ...................... . 

(d) Arabic language services in the United Nations .. 

(e) Report of the International Civil Service Com-
mission ................................... . 

(f) Consolidated statement of conference-servicing 
costs ..................................... . 

(g) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

United Nations bond issue 

(a) Approved in first reading 

Staff 

(a) 

(b) 

assessment 

Approved in fin.t reading 

Restructuring of the economic and social sectors 
of the United Nations system ................ . 

(c) Adjustment to reflect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

Construction, alteration, improvement ar.d maJor main
tenance of premises 

(a) Approved in first reading .................... . 

(b) Expansion of meeting rooms and improvemer>t 
of conference-servicing and dt-legate facilities at 
United Nations Headquarters ................ . 

(c) United Nations accommodation at Nairobi ..... . 

(d) Revised estimates under section 268 (Alteration 
and improvement of pr~mises, Geneva) ....... . 

(e) Electronic Data Processing and Information Sys-
tems Service .............................. . 

(f) Revised estimates under section 268 (Alteration 
and improvement of premises, Headquarters) ... 

(g) Revised estimates under section 26C (Major main-
tenance of premises, Geneva) ................ . 

(h) Adjustm~nt to reftect current rates of exchange 
(United Nations December 1977 operational rates) 

GRAND TOTAL 

INCOME SECTIONS 

1. Income from staff assessment 

(a) Approved in first reading 

54 100 

444 800 

(677 6CO) 

1 950 000 

16 817 000 

144 518 000 

304000 

29 407 000 

8 565 200 

4 000000 

'56 000 

250000 

1 954 000 

70000 

147 504 600 

5 762 600 

161 252 500 

142 15i1400 

7 96'/600 

150 126 000 

16 817 000 

144 822 000 

6 196 000 

151018 000 

44 302 200 

1702 700 

46 004900 

985 913 300 
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Section 

(b) Restructuring of the economic and social sectors of 
the United Nations system .................... . 

(c) Adjustment to reflect current exchange rates (United 
Nations December 1977 operational rates) ....... . 

2. General income 

3. 

Approved in first reading (a) 

(b) Revised estimates for the International Civil Service 
Commission ................................. . 

(c) Revised estimates, income section 2 ............ . 

Revenue-producing activities 

(a) Approved in first reading 

(b) Visitors' Service, Geneva 

(c) Report of the International Civil Service Commission 

GRAND TOTAL 

a Provisional title. 

Amount approved Total 

United States dollars 

304000 

12 509 000 

(41100) 

339 100 

6 903 100 

92000 

11 500 

147 808 600 

6496 000 

154 304 600 

12 807 000 

7 006 600 

174 118 200 

249. At its 72nd meeting, on 20 December, the Fifth Committee voted 
in second reading on the programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979. The 
result of the voting was as follows: 

Section 

EXPENDITURE SECTIONS 

1. Over-all policy-making, direction and co-
ordination ........................ . 

2. Political and Security Council affairs; 
peace-keeping activities ............. . 

3. Political affairs, trusteeship and decolo-
nization .......................... . 

4. Policy-making organs (economic and so-
cial activities) ..................... . 

SA. Department of Economic and Social Af-
fairs ............................. . 

58. Transnational corporations .......... . 

SC. Department of Economic Co-operation 
and Developments ................. . 

SD. Department of Technical Co-operation 
for Developmenta ................. . 

SE. Office of Secretariat Services for Eco-
nomic and Social Mattersa .......... . 

SF. Director-General for Development and 
International Economic Co-operation .. 

6. Economic Commission for Europe .... 

7. Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific ....•........... 

8. Economic Commission for Latin Amer-
ica ................ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

9. Economic Commission for Africa ..... 
10. Economic Commission for Western Asia 
II A. United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development ...................... . 

Recommended 
appropriation In favour Against Abstentions 

United States dollars 

20 109 300 

48 096 600 

9 732 600 

5 803 100 

43 926900 

6 196 300 

333 600 

37 500 

22 700 

482 500 

19 014 200 

19 404 800 

24 370900 
23 679 ooO. 
10 566 000 

37 758 600 

93 

95 

96 

95 

96 

89 

98 

97 

97 

98 

94 

95 

94 
97 
95 

98 

JO 

0 

0 

10 

11 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

8 

0 

9 
9 

9 

0 

9 

8 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

10 

3 

10 

0 
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Sectwn 

11 B. Inkrnalional Trade Centre . . . . 

12. United Nat ions Industrial Development 
OrganizatiOn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 

13A. United Nation~ Environment Programme 

13 B. Habitat: Centre for Human Settlementsa 

14. International drug control· . . . ....... . 

15. Regular programme of technical assist-

16. 

17. 

18. 

19 

20. 

21. 

22. 

ance ............................. . 

Office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees ............. . 

Office of the United Nations Relief Co-
ordinator ......................... . 

Human rights ..................... . 

Intemational Court of Justice .. 

Legal activities .................... . 

Public information ................. . 

Administration, management and gen-
eral services . . . . ................. . 

Recommended 
appropr~atton In fa~ our Agamst Abo;;tention.J 

Umted States dollars 

6 504 800 

60 114 700 

8 766 400 

5 101 500 

5 312 200 

23 055 800 

19711700 

2 826 700 

7 577 700 

6 126 700 

8 802 100 

37 260 000 

161 252 500 

98 

96 

97 

93 

97 

92 

96 

92 

93 

96 

97 

95 

9 

10 

9 

9 

10 

11 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

12 

0 

0 

4 

0 

2 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

23. Conference and library services . . . . . . 150 126 000 

92 

95 

89 

11 

11 

12 24. United Nations bond issue .......... . 16 817 000 5 

25 Staff asse~sment .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. 151 018 000 Approved without objection 

26. Construction, alteration, improvement 
and major maintenance of premises .. 46 004 900 94 10 3 

TOTAL 985 913 300 89 9 6 

INCOME SECTIONS 

1. Income from staff assessment 

2. General income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 

3. Revenue-producing activitil!s 

154 304 600 

12 807 000 

7 006 600 

Approved without objection 

Approved witnout objection 

Approved without objection 

ToTAL 174 118 200 Approved without objection 

a Provisional title. 

250. The results of the recorded votes on the vari
OJOS sections are set forth below. 

(a) The voting on section 1 was as follows: as 

ln favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austra
kt, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Can
ada. Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Co
lombia, Costa Rica. Democratic Yemen. Denmark, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
Franc~. Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
fraq, Ireland. Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, ~orocco, 
Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, N1cara~l!a, 
Niger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Phihp
pmes, Portugal, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, So
malia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab 
Republic. Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tu
nisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 

as The representative of Nigeria subsequently stated that, had 
hi~ delegation been present during the voting, it would have 
voted in favour of the appropriation. 

Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania. 
United States of America, Upper Volta, Vene1uel<•. 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Sociali-:t Re
public, German Democratic Republic, Hungary, 1!-.racl, 
Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Ukrainian Soviet ScKiali<..t 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: None. 

(b) The voting on section 2 was as fol\mvs 1" 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina. Austra 
lia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh. Barl,ado~. 
Belgium, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Canada. 
Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, Colombia. Costa 
Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador. Lnpt, 
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala. Guy 
ana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq. Irehnd. 
Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan. Jordan. 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia. Libyan Arab I am a
hiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, MniC"o 
Morocco, Mozambique, Netherland'>, New Zealand. 
Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Pa'1am,t. 
Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Romania, Senegal, ':;i"_ era 
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Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trini
dad and Tobago, Tu:1isia, Turkey, Uganda, United 
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon. 
United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zarnbia. 

Against: Non~. 

Abstaining: Benin, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Suviet So
cialist Republic, German Democratic Republic, Hun
gary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

(c) The voting on section 3 was as follows: 38 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austra
lia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Can
ada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Co
lombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Franct', Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece. Guatemala, Guy
ana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jama
hiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Mo
rocco, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nica
ragua, Niger, Norway, Oman, Pakist:m, Panama. Peru, 
Philippines, Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Tri11idad and 
TobJ!70, 'T"unisia, Turkey, Uganda, ·United Arab Emir
ates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic 
of Tanzania, United States of America, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 

A bstaininR: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Soc1alist 
Republic, German Democratic Republic, Hungary, 
Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

(d) The voting on section 4 was as follows: 
In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austra

lia, Austria, Bahama~, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Can
ada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Co
lombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt. El 
Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiii, Finland, France, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guy
ana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malavsia, Mauritania. Mexico. Morocco, 
Mozambique. Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, 
Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emir
ates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, United Re
public of Tanzania, United States of America, Upper 
Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Israel, 
Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: None. 

(e) The voting on section 5A was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus~ra
lia, Au:;tria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Can
ad::!, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Co
lombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Hondmas, India, Indonesia. Iran, 
Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jor
dan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Ma11ritania, Mexico, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, 
Panama, Peru, Philippines. Portugal, Romama, Se11egal, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri La11ka, 
Sudan, Sweden, Syri:m Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tuni~ia, Turkey, Uga:Jda, Unit~d 
Arab Emirates, UTiited Kingdom of fJreat Britain and 
l\Torthern Ireland, United Rtpublic of Cameroun, United 
Republic of Tar..za11ia, Upper Voila, Uruguay, Vene
zuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialisl Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Repubiic, 
Hungary, Israel, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian So~Jet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Rtpublics, 
United States of Amerka. 

Abstaining: None. 

(f) 7he voting on section 58 was as follows. 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austra
lia, Austria, llaham?.s, Bahrain, Bangladesh. Barl!adas, 
Belgium, Bhui.an, Brazil, Burma, B•1rundi, Canada, 
Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, C1ina, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, G<.rmany, 
Federal Republic of, Guatemala, Guyana. Honduras, 
India Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, J a
maic~, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, L;esotho, ~iby~n 
Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maun~ama, 
Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicara
gua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway. Oman, Pakistan, Ph~lip
pines, Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Smg
apore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Thail:md, Togo, Trinic1ad a?d 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Errm
atcs United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Irel~nd, UPited Republic of Cameroon, l!nited Re
public of Tanzania, United States of_ Ame_nca, Up~er 
Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, ZaJre, Zambia. 

Agair1st: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German J:?e!llocrati? Rep~bl~c, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukramtan Sov1et Soctahst 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: Benin, France-, Ghana, Greece, Liberia, 
Panama, Peru. 

(g) The voting on section 5C was as follows: 
In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austra

lia, Austria," Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Can
ada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Co
lombia Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, 
Ecuad~r, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, _Greece, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, India, Indor~es1a, Iran, 
Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jama1ca, Japan, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mex-
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ico, Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway. Oman, Pakistan, 
Panama, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Romania, Sene_gal, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United 
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, United 
Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Upper 
Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: None. 

(h) The voting on section 5D was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austra
lia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados. 
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi. Can
ada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, Chif]a. Co
lombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yeme", Denmark, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran. 
Iraq. Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho. Liberia, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger. Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sierra Leone. Singapore. 
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan. Sweden, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago. Tu
nisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates. United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania. 
United States of America, Upper Volta, Uruguay. Vene
zuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

ARainst: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public. Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic. 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland. Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: None. 

(i) The voting on section 5E was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria. Ar_gentina, Austra
lia, Austria. Bahamas. Bahrain. Bangladesh. Barbados. 
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma. Burundi, Can
ada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile. China. Co
lombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen. Denmark. 
Ecuador. Egypt. EI Salvador. Ethiopia. Fiji, Finland. 
France, Germany, Federal Republic of. Ghana. Greece, 
Guatemala. Guyana, Honduras. India. Indonesia. Iran, 
Iraq, Ireland. Israel. Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica. Japan. 
Jordan. Kenva. Kuwait, Lesotho. Liberia. Libvan Arab 
Jamahiriya. Madagascar, Malaysia. Mauritania: Mexico. 
Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands. New Zealand. 
Nicaragua, Niger. Nigeria. Norway, Oman. Pakistan. 
Peru, Philippines, PortufTal. Romania. Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Somalia. Spain. Sri Lanka. Sudan. 
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Torro. Trini
dad and Tobago. Tunisia, Turkey. Uganda. United Arab 
Emirates. United Kingdom of Great Britain and North
ern Ireland. United Republic of Cameroon. United Re
public of Tanzania. United States of America. Upper 
Volta, Uruguay. Venezuela, Yugoslavia. Zaire. Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria. Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia. Germ~n Democratic Republic. 

Hungary, Mongolia. Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: None. 

( j) The voting on section SF was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austra
lia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Can
ada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Co
lombia, Costa Rica. Democratic Yemen, Denmark, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq. Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya. Madagascar, Malaysia. Mauritania, Mexico, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands. New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway. Oman, Pakistan, 
Panama, Peru. Philippines, Portugal, Romania. Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan. Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand. Togo, 
Trinid:1d and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United 
Arab Emirates. United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, United 
Republic of Tanzania. United States of America. Upper 
Volta, Uruguay. Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria. Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia. German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary. Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: None. 

( k) The voting on section 6 was as follows: 
In favour: Afghanistan. Algeria, Argentina, Austra

lia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil. Burma. Burundi, Can
ada. Central African Empire, Chad. Chile. China, Co
lombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen. Denmark, 
Ecuador, Egypt, EI Salvador, Ethiopia. Fiji, Finland, 
France, Germany, Federal Republic of. Greece, Gua
temala, Guyana. Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland. Israel. Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica. Japan, Jor
dan. Kenya. Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya. Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania. Mexico, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands. New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria. Norway. Oman. Pakistan, 
Panama, Peru. Poland. Portugal, Romania. Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia. Spain, Sri Lanka. 
Sudan, Sweden. Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Trini
dad and Tobago, Tunisia. Turkey, Uganda, United Arab 
Emirates. United Kingdom of Great Britain and North
ern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, United Re
public of Tanzania. Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia. Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re- ' 
public. Czechoslovakia. German Democratic Republic, 
Hune:ary, Mongolia, Ukraintan Soviet Socialist Repub
lic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Ah1·taining: Ghana, Togo. United States of America. 
Zaire. 

( /) The voting on section 7 was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan. Algeria, Argentina. Austra
lia. Austria. Bahamas. Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados. 
Bele:ium. Benin, Bhutan. Brazil, Burundi, Canada, Cen
tra( African Empire. Chad, Chile. China. Colombia, 
Costa Rica. Democratic Yemen. Denmark. Ecuador, 
Egypt. EI Salvador, Ethiopia. Fiii. Finland, France, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece. Gua-
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temala, Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran,,lraq, 
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jor
dan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, 
Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trini
dad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and North
ern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, United Re
public of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 
Abstaining: Bulgaria, B yelorussian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Repub
lic, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet So
cialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United States of America. 

( m) The voting on section 8 was as follows: 
In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austra

lia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Can
ada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Costa 
Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, 
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana; Hon
duras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Maq~2:ascar, 
Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozl!rubiqJ.Ie, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Repub
lic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uganda. United Arab Emirates, United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: Colombia, France, United States of 
America. 

( n) The voting on section 9 was as follows: 
In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austra

lia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Can
ada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Co
lombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen. Denmark, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, 
Jordan. Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, 
Panama, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Romania, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, To2:o. 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey. Uganda. United 
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Vene
zuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: United States of America. 
( o) The voting on section 10 was as follows: 
In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austra

lia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Can
ada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Co
lombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, 
Guatemala, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ire
land, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, 
Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trini
dad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, lJnited Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and North
ern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, United Re
public of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. · · 

~.Against: Israel. 
~bstaining: Bltigaria, Bvelorussian Soviet Socialist 

Ref)ublic, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Repub
lic, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Sv
cialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United States of America. 

(p) The voting on section llA was as follows: 
In favour: Afghanis.tan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus

tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Bu
rundi, Canada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador. Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Ma
laysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire
land, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic 
of Tanzania, United States of America, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: None. 
(q) The voting on section llB was as follows: 
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In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Bu
rundi, Canada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Ma
laysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
Tanzania, United States of America, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: None. 

( r) The voting on section 12 was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, 
Canada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Ma
laysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugo
slavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
States of America. 

Abstaining: None. 

( s) The voting on section 13A was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Bu
rundi, Canada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, 
Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, India, In
donesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, 

Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Ma
laysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
Tanzania, United States of America, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: France. 

(t) The voting on section 13B was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Canada, 
Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, 
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Hon
duras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, ·Ireland, Israel, 
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Ma
laysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua; Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
Tanzania, United States of America, Upper Volta; 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambi~. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: Belgium, France, Italy, Japan. 

( u) The voting on section 14 was as follows: 
In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus

tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Bu
rundi, Canada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Ma
laysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Portugal, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, 
Spain, ·Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Re
public, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
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United States of America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic. 
Hungary. Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Ukrainian So
viet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics. 

Abstaining: None. 

( v) The voting on section 15 was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan. Argentina. Australia, Aus
tria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh. Barbados, Bel
gium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Canada, 
Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Colom
bia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecua
dor, Egvpt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Ger
many, Federal Republic of. Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, 
Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia. Iran, Iraq, Ire
land, Israel, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. Madagas
car, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco. Mozam
bique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, 
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama. Peru, 
Philippines, Portugal. Romania. Senegal, Sierra Leone. 
Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, 
Svrian Arab Republic. Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emir
ates, United Republic of Cameroon, United Repub
lic of Tanzania, Uoper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia. France, German Democratic 
Reoublic, Hungary, Mongolia, Ukrainian Soviet So
cialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire
land, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Italy, Poland. 

( w) The voting on section 16 was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria. Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bel
gium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma. Burundi, Can
ada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Egypt, El Salvador. Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Gua
temala, Guvana, Honduras. India, Indonesia. Iran, 
Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Ja
pan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libvan 
Arab Jamahiriya. Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, 
Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands. New 
Zealand, Nicaragua. Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, 
Pakistan, Panama, Peru. Philippines, Portugal. Roma
nia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore. Somalia, Spain. 
Sri Lanka. Sudan, Sweden, Svrian Arab Republic, 
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago. Tunisia, Tur
kev. Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United R~pub
lic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, United 
States of America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
oublic, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: None. 

------------------------------------
(x) The voting on section 17 was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, 
Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Canada, Central 
African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador. Egypt, 
El Salvador. Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana. Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, 
Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, 
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, 
Liberia. Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar. Ma
laysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zea'iand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tu
nisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Cameroon. United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria. Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary. Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: Belgium, France, Italy. Japan, United 
States of America .. 

( y) The voting on section 18 was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria, Bahamas. Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bel
gium, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Central Afri
can Empire, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, 
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guy
ana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Niger, Nigeria. Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, 
Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Romania. Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain. Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Sweden, Svrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trini
dad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United 
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Israel, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: Benin. 

( z) The voting on section 19 was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Bu
rundi. Canada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, 
Guatemala. Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Ja-
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pan. Jordan. Kenva, Kuwait. Lesotho. Liberia, Libvan 
Arab Jamahiriva: Madagascar. Malavsir~. Mauritania, 
Mexico, l\1ororco, Moiambiqlie, N-etherlands, New 
Zealand. 1\'icaragua. Niger, Nigeria, Norway. Oman, 
Pakistan. Pan:1ma, Prru. Philippines, Portug<1l Senegal, 
Sierra Leo:1e. Singapore, Somalia. Spain. Sri Lanka. 
Sudan, S'verlen. Syria1I Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia. Turkev. Uganda, United 
Arab Emirat.:s. u;ited Kir,gdum of Greit Britain and 
Northern Irela:1d. United' Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania. United States of Amer
ica Upper Volta. Uruguay, Venezuela. Yugoslavia. 
Zaire. Zambia 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia. German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary. Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Ukrainian So
viet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics. 

Abl·tainiJ,g: None. 

(a a) The voting on section 20 was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia. Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Bu
rundi, Canada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Costa Rica. Democratic Yemen. 
Denmark, Ecuador. Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji. 
Finland, France, Germany. Ftderal Republic of. 
Ghana. Greece, Guatemala, Guvana. Honduras, India, 
Indcmesia. Iran. Iraq. Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica. Japan. Jordan. Kenya, Kuwait, Le
sotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, 
l\1alay~ia. Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambiqut'. 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Nonvay, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines. 
Portugal, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Re
public. Thailand Togo. Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia. 
Turkev, Uganda. United Arab Emirate~. United King
rlom Z)f G~eat Britain and Northern Ireland, Unit;d 
Reptibil(: of Cameroon. Unitt>d Republic of Tanzania, 
United Siates of America, Upper Volta, Uruguay. 
Vene-:uela. Yugo~lavia. Zaire, Zambia. 

A ;.:ainst: Bulgaria, Byeloru<>sian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland. Romama. Ukrainian So
viet Sociali'>t Republic. Union of Soviet Socialist Re
public-;. 

A h~taining: None. 

( hh) The \ otmg on section 21 W:.l'> a-; follows: 

In f(millr: Afghani~tan. Algeria. Argentina, Au5.
tralia. Amtria. Bahama<>. Bahrain. Banelade~h. Bar
bados, Beleium. Benin, Bhutan. Brazil.~ Burma. Bu
rundi. Can~da. Central Afncan Empire. Chad. Chile. 
China. Colombia. Cmta Rica. Democratic Yemen. 
Denmark. Ecuador. Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia. 
Fiji, Finland. France. Germany. Federal Republic of. 
Ghana. Greece. Guatemala, Guyana. Hondura'. India. 
lndone~Ia. Iran. [ray. Ireland. ·Italy. Ivory Cna,t, Ja
maie<l. Japan. Jordan. Kenya. Km\·ait. Lesotho. Li
beria, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, l\1adaga.;,car. Mala:-,ia, 
Mauritania. \leXIl'O. !\1orocco. Mozambiyue. Nether
land~. \Jew Zealand, Nicaragua. Niger. Nigeria. Nor
\\ay. Oman. Paki~tan. Panama. Peru. Philippine~. 
Portugal. Senegal. Sierra Leone, Smgapore, Somalia. 
Spain, Sn Lanka. Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Re-

public, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad snd Tobago, Tuni
sia. Turkev, Uganda. United Arab Emirates. United 
Kingdom of Gr;at Britain and Northern Ir:~land, United 
Republic of Car.1eroon. United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia. German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Israel, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Ukrain
ian Svviet Socialist Republic. Union of Soviet Socialist 
RepLiblics, United States of America. 

Abstaining: None. 

( cc) The voting on section 22 was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria. Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Bu
rundi, Canada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Finland, Germany. Federal Republic of, Ghana, 
Greece. Guatemala, Guyana. Honduras, India, Indo
nesia. Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Ivory Coast, Jamaica. Ja
pan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, 
Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger. Nigeria. Oman, Pakistan, 
Panama, Peru, Philippines. Portugal, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka. Sudan, 
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trini
dad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United 
Arab Emirates. United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary. Israel, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Ukrain
i;m So,;iet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. 

Almaining: France, Italy, United States of America. 

( dd) The voting on section 23 was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Amtria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil,< Burma, Bu .. 
rundi, Canada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, 
China. Colombia. Costa Rica. Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark. Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia. Fiji, 
Finland. France. Germany. Federal Republic of. 
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guvana. Hondura.;,, India, 
lndone-,ia. Iran. Iraq, Ireland, ·Italy. lvnrv Coa-;t. Ja
maica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Le~otho, Li
beria, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madaga~car. Malaysia. 
M<!uritania. Mexico. Morocco. Mozambique. Nether
laPds. New Zealand. Nicaragua. Niger. Nigeria. Nor
wav. Oman. Paki-;tan, Panama, Peru, Philippine~. Por
tugal. Senegal. Sierra Leone. Singapore, Somalia, 
Spai•1. Sn Lank.a. Sudan. Sweden, Svrian Arab Re
ruhlic. Thailand. Togo. Trinidad ;•nd Tobago. Tunisia. 
Turkev. Uganda. United Arab Emirate'>. United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta. Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslana, Zaire, 
Zambia. 
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Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Israel, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Ukrain
ian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. 

Abstaining: United States of America. 

( ee) The voting on section 24 was as follows: 

In favour: Algeria, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, 
Bahrain. Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan, 
Burma, Burundi, Canada, Central Afl:ican Empire, 
Chad, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Ye
men, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Indo
llesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, 
I amaica, Japan. Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Li
beria. Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, 
Mauritania', Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nether
lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Nor
way, Oman. Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Sen
t"1!al, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri 
Lanka. Sudan. Sweden, Svrian Arab Republic, Thai
land, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Uganda, 
L~nited Arab Emirates. United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, United 
States of America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, China. Cuba, Czechoslovakia, German Demo
cratic Republic, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Argentina, India, Portu
gal. Tunisia. 

(ff) The voting on section 26 was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria. Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Can
ada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Costa Rica. Democratic Yemen, Denmark, 
h:uador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
Germany, Federal Republic of. Ghana, Greece, Gua
temala, Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran. 
lraq. Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Ja
pan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, 
Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands, New 
/caland, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, 
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Sene-

gal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, S; 
Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thm 
land, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turke) 
Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom o 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republi 
of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Uppe 
Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re 
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania. Ukrainian So 
viet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re 
publics. 

Abstaining: Belgium, France, United States ol 
America. 

(gg) The voting on the total estimates of expendi
ture was as follows: 3n 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austria, 
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, 
Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Canada. Central 
African Empire, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica. 
Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, 
Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Li
beria, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, 
Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nether
lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Nor
way, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Por
tugal, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, 
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Tur
key, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Re
public of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania. 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire. 
Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic. 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: Benin, Cuba, France, Italy, Romania, 
United States of America. 

251. The views and resenations expressed in ex
planation of vote during the second reading of the 
budget estimates are reflected in the summary records 
of the meetings. 

39 The representative of Australia and Lesotho said that they 
had intended to vote in favour, but their votes had not been 
recorded; the representative of l~rael said that he had int~nded 
to abstain, but his vote had not been recorded. 



BndKet !,ection• und 
organ.:.at10nulunit 

I. Recommended by the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions in its report 
(A/32/8 and Corr.I) on the initial 
estimates .................... . 

II. Additional posts approved by the 
Fifth Committee in first reading 
(sects. 5A, 10, I1A, 17, 21, 22) .. 

III. Revised estimates: 

(i) Joint Inspection Unit (sect. 
22) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0. 0 0 0 0 0 

( ii) Restructuring of the Office 
of the Under-Secretaries
General for Special Political 
Affairs (sect. 1 ) ....... . 

(iii) International Civil Service 
Commission (sect. 22) ... 

( iv) Electronic Data Processing 
and Information Systems 
Service (sect. 22) ....... . 

( v) Incorporntion into the reg
ular budget of the infra
structure posts of the Lat
in American Demographic 
Centre (sect. 8) ........ . 

(vi) Administrative and Finan
cinl Services and staff train
ing activities, Geneva (sect. 
22) 0 0. 0 0 •••••••••• 0 •• 0 

I vii) VIsitors' Service, Geneva 
(income sect. 3) .... 

IV. Financial implications: 

( i) Pattern of conferences (sect. 
23) .... 0 ••••••••• 0 0 •• 0 

1 ir) Arabic language services in 
He United Nations (sect. 23) 

ESTABLISHED POSTS, 1978-1979 

252. The decisions of the Fifth Committee under the various expenditure 
and income sections involved the approval for the biennium 1978-1979 of estab
lished posts for the programmes covered by those sections, as follows: 

A. SUMMARY 

C ategor)• and Jerel 

Professional and abow 
General Sen ice and other categories 

Assist
Under- ant Sec

Director- Secretarr- retary .. 
General General General 

22 18 

D-2 

88 

2 

D-1 P-5 P-4 

256 634 I 101 

2 

2 2 

(2) 

4 

(I) I 

P-3 P-2/1 Subtotal 

Prin
cipal 
lew I 

Other 
levels 

Manual 
Security Field Work-
Serl'ice Serl'ice ers 

1 256 602 3 977 516 3 235 223 298 401 

2 6 5 

2 8 I2 

2 3 

(I) 

2 

5 

(I) (I) 

2 

Local 
Jerel 

1 998 

5 

Subtotal TOTAL 

667I 10648 

5 II 

13 2I 

3 5 

3 

5 IO 

( 2 )• (1) 

2 

3 'o..J 
•\I: 



I. 

A. SUMMARY (contim;eJ) 

C wegorr a10d /e>el 

PrJje'ijiOnal and ah01 e 
Generc.l Sen ice and other cate::oriPS 

Auirt-
Under- ant Sec- Prin- Manual 

Bwl-..:£'1 sectwn * tmd Director- Se,retarr- retarr- cipal Other Secunty Field Work- Local 
orr:mu::.atwnal unlf General General General D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 P-3 P-Z/1 Subtotal le1el /e,e/s Senzce Sen·ice ers le•·e/ Subtotal TOTAL 

(iii) General and complete dis-
armament (>ect. 2) ....... 2 

( iv) Policie~ of apartheid of th~ 
Government of South Af-
rica (sect. 3) . . ••• 0 •••• 2 2 3 

(v) Economic co-operation 
among developing countries 
(sect. II A) ............ 2 2 3 

(vi) Advi~ory Committee on Ad-
ministrative and Budgetary 
Questions (sect. I) ...... (I) 

(vii) International co-operation in 
the field of human settle-
ment~ beet. 13B) ....... 2 2 2 4 

(viii) Restructuring of the eco-
nom1c and social sectors of 
the United Nations (sects. 
5C, 50, 5E, 5F) ........ Jh 3 (2) 3 3 3 6 9 

ToTAL 24 21 90 256 644 I 106 I 265 608 4 015 521 3 262 223 298 401 2 005 6 710 10 725 
- - -- -- -- -- ---

* Unless otherwise indicated, the sections referred to are expenditure sections. b Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation. 
a Surrender of existing posts. 

Budxet section and 
orxam::.atwnal unit 

EXPENDITURE SECTIONS 

Over-all policy-making, direc-
tion and co-ordination 

Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary 
Questions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (a) 

(b) 

B. BY ORGANJZATIO"<AL UNIT 

NoTE. The classification of changes is indicated as follows: (a) IQ76-1977 posts; (b) new 
posts; (c) rec I assi fications; (d) conversion from temporary as~ista nee; (e) surrendering of 
existing posts or adjustments; and (f) transfer from extrabiJdgetary funds. 

C ategorr and le1·e/ 

Professional and abo\ e 
Genera! Sen· ice and other cate.~ories 

Manual 
Other Security Field Work- Local 

Assnt
Under- ant Sec

Director- Secretarl'- retarv
General General General D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 P-J 

Prin
cipal 

P-Z J I Subtotal le•·el /e. els Sen-ice Sen·ice ers lew/ Subtotal TOTAL 

3 2 3 6 
2 

QQ 
Q 

~ 
~ 

= ~ ., 
a 
> 
"' "' ~ 
= C"' 
~ 

L r. 
~ 
~ 
~ 
1"1 = = :.. 
(ll 
~ 

"' "' =· = I 
I 
> 
= = ~ 
~ 
1"1 

"' 



B. BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT (continued) 

Category and le•·el 

Professional and above 
General Service and other categories 

Assist-
Under- ant Sec- Prin- Manual 

Budget section and Director- Secretary- retary- cipa/ Other Security Field Work- Local 
orgamzational unit General General General D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 P-3 P-2!1 Subtotal level levels Service Service ers le•·el Subtotal TOTAL 

(c) (1) 

4 3 4 8 
- - - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --United Nations Board of 

Auditors ................ (a) 2 4 4 6 

World Food Council ..... (a) 4 3 9 3 7 10 19 
(d) 2 3 7 5 6 13 

6 6 16 4 12 16 32 
- - - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - -- -- --

Executive Office of the Sec-
cretary-General .......... (a) 4 4 4 3 3 4 23 6 23 31 54 

(b) 1 1 
(e) (1) (1) (2) (1) (1) (3) t 

tt 

3 3 4 3 4 4 22 6 22 30 52 1:1 =-II - - - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - -- -- -- .... Office of the Under-Secre- i tary-General for Political 
and General Assembly Af- """ fairs •••••••••• 0 •••••••• (a) 3 2 2 11 2 5 7 18 g 

(b) 1 
(e) (1) (1) (1) 

3 2 10 3 5 8 18 
- - - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Office of the Under-Secre-
taries-General for Special 
Political Affairs 0 •••••••• (a) 2 2 7 3 5 8 15 

(b) 2 3 3 5 
(c) 2 (2) 
(e) 2 4 5 

2 4 2 2 13 3 9 12 25 
- - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Office of the Assistant-Sec-
retary-General for Special 
Political Questions ....... (a) 2 2 3 5 
Office for Inter-Agency Af-
fairs and Co-ordination ... (a) 2 2 3 11 2 5 7 18 
Office of the Director-Gen-
era!, Geneva •• 0 0 •••••••• (a) 2 3 2 11 3 8 11 22 ·= I"'"' 



B. BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT (continued) co 
N 

Category and level 

Professwnal and abol'e 
General Service and other categories 

Assist-
Under- ant Sec- Prin- Manual 

Budget section and Director- Secretarr- retary- cipal Other Security Field Work- Local 
organizational unit General General General D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 P-3 P-2!1 Subtotal level levels Service Service ers level Subtotal TOTAL 

2. Political and Security Council 
affairs; peace-keeping activi-
ties 

Department of Political and 
Security Council Affairs .. (a) 3 9 17 24 14 7 76 9 35 44 120 

(b) 2 
(c) (1) 

~ 
(d) 2 2 2 B 

II 
3 10 16 25 14 7 77 9 38 47 124 Ill -- - - = -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- jlo. 

fll 

Special missions (a) 2 2 5 10 4 293 218 516 526 ~ 
•• 0. 0. 0 •• a 

(b) 1 1 ~ 
(d) 4 29 33 33 l 
(e) (2) (2) (2) ~ 

l 
2 2 3 8 4 298 247 550 558 'l 

- - - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- Ill 

"' United Nations Relief and 8 
Works Agency for Palestine 

Q. 

rn 
Refugees in the Near East (a) 2 10 16 34 16 80 9 9 89 Ill 

fll 

(c) 2 (2) fll g· 
(e) (1) (1) (1) 

L 
2 10 16 36 13 79 9 9 88 = = - - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- Ill 

)4 

3. Political affairs, trusteeship and 1J 
decolonization 

Department of Political Af-
fairs, Trusteeship and De-
colonization ............ (a) 3 10 9 9 7 40 5 22 27 67 

(c) (1) 

(e) (1) (1) (2) (2) 

4 9 9 8 6 38 5 22 27 65 
- - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Namibia ••• 0 •••• 0 •••••• (a) 3 4 11 8 5 14 25 
(e) (3) 3 

3 4 11 5 8 14 25 
- - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --



B. BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT (continued) 

C at,gory and level 

Professional and abo•·e 
General Sen•/ce and other categories 

Assist· 
Under- ant Sec- Prin- Manual 

Budget section and Director- Secretary- retarr- cipal Other Security Field Work- Local 
organizational unit General General General D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 P-3 P-2/1 Subtotal le1·el lerels Service Service ers level Subtotal TOTAL 

Centre against Apartheid (a) 2 4 3 3 13 7 8 21 
(b) 1 2 2 3 

3 4 3 3 14 9 10 24 
- - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

5A. Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs 

Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs, Head-
quarters ••••••••• 0 ••• 0 0. (a) 2 13 30 69 115 96 65 391 57 276 333 724 

(b) 2 3 1 7 3 4 11 
(c) (2) 1 (1) 3 (3) (2) (2) 
(e) (1) (1) (5) (9) (9) (5) (30) (3) (12) (15) (45) 

> 
1111 

2 10 31 66 108 90 58 366 55 267 322 688 II> = ~ - - - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 110 

Division of Social Affairs, ;; 
Geneva (a) 4 7 2 5 7 14 a 

••••••••• 0 •••• 0 0 .... 
58. Transnational corporations 

g 
United Nations Centre on 
Transnational Corporations (a) 2 4 5 8 6 4 30 7 18 25 55 

(b) 2 4 2 2 6 
(d) 5 4 3 12 4 5 17 

2 4 11 12 11 5 46 7 21 4 32 78 
- - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

5C. Department of Economic Co-
operation and Developmenta . (b) 2 2 2 2 4 6 

SD. Department of Technical Co-
operation for Developmenta . (c) 

5E. Office of Secretariat Services 
for Economic and Social Mat-
ters• ••••••••• 0 0 •• 0 0 •••• •• (c) 

5F. Director-General for Develop-
ment and International Eco-
nomic Co-operationa ....... (b) Jb 2 3 r: 



B. BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT (continued) :c ... 
C ategorr and level 

Projesswnal and abo1·e 
General Serv1ce and other cater:ories 

Assist-
Under- ant Sec- Prin- Manual 

Budget sectwn and D~rector- Secretary- retary- cipal Other Securill' Field Work- Local 
orr:am:utwnal umt General General General D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 P-3 P-2/1 Subtotal level levels Service Service ers lel'el Subtotal TOTAL 

---------
6. Economic Commission for Eu-

rope 0 0 . . . . . . •••••••• 0. (a) 11 23 29 32 20 117 8 103 Ill 228 
(b) 2 2 
(c) (1) 
(d) 2 2 2 

11 23 32 32 21 121 8 103 Ill 232 
~ - -- -- -- -- ~ = 7. Economic and Social Commis- ~ ., 

sion for Asia and the Pacific (a) 10 25 50 49 32 168 327 327 495 ~ 

(b) 2 3 10 10 13 > 
"' "' (c) (1) (1) 1 (1) 1 (1) ~ e 

(d) 13 13 '13 1:1"' 
~ 

11 25 50 50 33 171 350 350 521 I 
;l 

- -- -- -- -- -- -- :;· 

8. Economic Commission for ~ 
"' 

Latin America (a) 11 30 47 46 32 168 356 356 524 ~ ...... . . . . . ,.. 
= (b) 2 3 5 5 8 = c. 

(c) (1) (1) (1) rJl 
~ 

(d) 2 4 6 14 14 20 "' "' 
(f) 4 5 5 5 10 §' 

13 35 52 49 31 182 380 380 562 L = - -- -- -- -- -- -- = ~ 

9. Economic Commission for Af-
~ 
~ 
<II 

nca .............. _ .. _ .... (a) 11 25 40 61 33 172 362 362 534 
(b) 2 2 
(c) (1) 
(d) 2 2 7 2 13 21 21 34 

13 28 48 63 33 187 383 383 570 
-- -- -- -- -- -- --

10. Economic Commission for 
we~tern Asia ..... . . . . . . . (a) 6 17 27 27 8 87 142 142 229 

(b) 2 6 7 
(c) (1) 

7 18 29 28 9 93 143 143 236 
- -- -- -- -- -- -- - -- -- --



Budget section and 
orgam:::.attonal umt 

II A. United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development . . . (a) 

12. United Nations Industrial De-

(b) 

(c) 

velopment Organization . . . . (a) 

13A. United Nations Environment 

(b) 

(c) 

(e) 

Programme . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (a) 

(f) 

138. Habitat: Centre for Human 
Settlements• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (b) 

(e) 

14. International drug control . . (a) 

16. Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refu-

(b) 

gees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (a) 

(c) 

(f) 

B. BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT (continued) 

A'iSi'it
Under- ant Sec

Director- Secretarr- retary-
General General Genera: D-2 

9 

9 

5 

5 

2 3 

2 3 

2 

2 

Projeu10na/ and abo1 e 

D-1 

15 
2 

17 

23 

P-5 

44 

2 

46 

7I 

P-4 

50 
2 

52 

101 
2 

Category and le1 e/ 

P-3 

59 

59 

89 

3 
(I) 

(2) 

Prin
cipal 

P-2 I I Subtotal l€1 el 

30 

31 

47 
1 

(2) 

209 
6 

216 

338 
7 

(4) 

15 

(I) 

14 

20 

23 72 I04 89 46 341 20 

4 9 II 3 3 
3 

4 

3 

3 

8 

10 

5 

5 

3 

4 

29 

I 

2 

I4 

9 

9 

9 

9 

27 
(!) 

4 

9 

10 

7 

7 

16 

3 

8 32 27 19 

3 

5 

5 

8 

8 

12 

13 

36 

5 

41 

2 

30 

32 

31 

32 

95 

7 

3 

3 

4 

4 

4 

102 4 

General Sen Ice and other cate,;ones 

Manual 
Other Secunt)' F~eld Work- Local 
le1 els Ser\ Ice Serrice er~'f: lel el Subtotal TOTAL 

166 

3 

169 

330 
4 

(2) 

332 

5 

5 

15 

15 

22 

22 

62 

2 

64 

69 

69 

181 

3 
(l) 

183 

419 

4 

(2) 

421 

60 66 

4 4 

64 

2 

2 

119 

3 

70 

2 
18 

20 

26 

26 

185 

5 

390 
9 

399 

757 
II 

(6\ 

762 

102 
9 

Ill 

4 

48 

52 

57 

58 

280 

12 

122 190 292 



17. 

Budget sectwn and 
organz':.ativnal unit 

Office of the United Nations 
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (a) 

(f) 

18. Human rights . . . . . . . . . . . . . (a) 

19. 

20. 

21. 

(b) 

(d) 

International Court of Justice (a) 
(b) 

(c) 

Legal activities 
Office of Legal Affairs . . . (a) 

(b) 

Public information 
Office of Public Information, 
Headquarters . . . . . . . . . . . . (a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(f) 

Information Service, Geneva (a) 

Information centres . . . . . . (a) 
(b) 

(d) 

B. BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT (continued) 

Ao;sistw 
Under- ant Sec

Director- Secretary- retary-
General General General D-2 

2 

2 

4 

(1) 

4 

Professional and ab01 e 

D-1 P-5 

3 
2 

2 3 

2 8 

2 9 

3 

3 

6 12 

6 12 

11 19 

11 

5 

5 

19 

3 

12 

12 

Category and Jerel 

General Serrice and other categories 

Manual 
Other Security Field Work- Local 

P-4 P-3 

Prin
cipal 

P-2 I I Subtotal level let·els Sernce Sen·ice ers level Subtotal TOTAL 

2 
2 

4 

11 

2 

2 

12 8 

8 
6 

14 

42 
1 

2 

2 

7 
3 

10 

28 

13 12 8 45 2 30 

3 2 5 16 4 15 
1 

(1) 

3 2 5 16 6 15 

16 10 5 52 8 34 
1 

16 11 5 53 8 34 

27 42 29 133 31 90 

28 

7 

28 

28 

2 2 

44 

1 

5 

5 

30 

4 

2 

2 

2 

137 

16 

52 

52 

32 92 

4 15 

283 

18 

302 

7 
4 

11 

30 
1 

15 
10 

25 

72 

2 
3 

32 77 

19 35 
2 2 

21 37 

42 94 

42 95 

121 254 

2 

124 

19 

283 
1 

18 

302 

3 

4 

261 

35 

335 

18 

354 
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Category and level 

Profe sszonal and abo1 e 
General Servzce and other rategories 

Asszst-
Under- ant Sec- Prin- ,\fanual 

Budr;et sectwn and Director- Secretary- reran·- cipal Other Security Field Work- Local 
orgLl-ni::.atwnal unit General General General D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 P-3 P-2;1 Subtotal level let·els Servzce Service ers level Subtotal TOTAL 

22. Admims:ration, management 
and general services 

Office of the U nder-Secre-
tary-General for Administra-
tion and Management .... (a) 3 2 2 4 7 
Office of Financial Services, 
Headquarters ............ (a) 4 8 12 13 14 12 64 22 56 78 142 

(b) 1 1 2 2 2 4 
(c) (1) 3 (3) 
(d) 1 2 3 4 
(e) (1) (1) 2 2 

4 8 13 12 16 12 66 26 59 85 151 
- - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- t Office of Personnel Services, 

~ 
Headquarters ............ (a) 3 4 11 19 12 3 53 13 72 85 138 = =-(b) I 2 = 

(c) (1) 4 (4) 
(d) 1 1 ..... 
(e) 8 8 9 = = 

4 3 11 19 14 3 55 17 78 95 150 
- - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Office of General Services, 
Headquarters ............ (a) 3 5 11 14 15 22 71 51 250 219 184 704 775 

(b) 1 1 4 4 9 10 
(c) (1) 1 (1) (1) 1 (1) (1) 

(d) 14 5 20 20 
(e) (1) (1) (1) (18) (19) (20) 

I 3 5 12 14 14 23 72 51 249 220 193 713 785 
- - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Internal Audit 
Headquarters ......... (a) 2 5 7 8 23 3 3 6 29 
Geneva .............. (a) 2 2 6 6 7 13 

Administrative and manage-
ment services ........... (a) 2 3 3 2 11 2 5 7 18 

(d) 2 2 2 4 
(e) (1) (1) (2) (2) 

< 4 3 11 2 ~ 9 20 ' co -- - ....: 



B. BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT (continued) I~ 
Categorv and level I 

Professional and abow 
General Sen·ice and other catet:oriPs 

Assist-
Under- ant Sec- Prin- Manual 

Budget section and Director- Secretar)'- retary- cipal Other Security Field Wcrk- J.ocal 
organizatwnalunit General General General D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 P-3 P-2/1 SubtNal level levels Sen·ice Sen·z.::e I!TS level Subtcta: TOTAL 

Electronic Data Processing 
and Information Systems 
Service • 0 ••• •••••••• 0 ••• (a) 2 3 11 7 3 27 6 22 28 55 

(b) 2 3 

2 3 11 8 4 29 6 23 29 58 
- ·- - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - -- -- -- ---

Administrative and Finan- ~ 
tD 

cia! Services, Geneva (a) 3 7 4 12 7 34 9 72 81 115 = .... tD ., 
(c) (1) ~ 

> 
"' 3 8 3 12 7 34 9 72 81 115 ~ 

- - - -- -·· -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --- --- 3 
General Services Division, 11 Geneva ................ (a) 4 3 2 10 20 11 201 107 319 339 

(d) 12 2 14 14 ~ 
s: 

4 3 2 JO 20 11 213 109 333 353 ~ 
'" "> - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --- I> 

Technical Assistance Re-
c = 

cruitment Service Q. 

Headquarters (a) 5 7 5 16 21 28 
(fJ 

......... "> 
"' (c) (1) "' g· 

5 7 6 15 21 28 L 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --- = = Geneva (a) 2 1 4 5 5 9 "> 

•••••• 0 0 ••••• 0 ~ 

(c) (l) il 

3 4 5 5 9 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Staff-training activities 
Headquarters ......... (a) 2 3 8 15 3 9 12 27 

(d) 2 2 2 

2 3 8 15 3 11 14 29 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- ---

Cleneva . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (a) 2 4 4 6 
(b) 

3 4 4 7 

- -- -- -- -- --· 



B. BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT ( colltinued) 

Category and lel'el 

Projesszonal and abo, e 
General Sen ice and other categories 

A~sist-
Under- ant Sec- Prin- Manual 

Budget section and Director- Secretary- retary- czpal Other Secuntr Fzeld Work- Local 
organzzat10nalunit General General General D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 P-3 P-2!1 Subtotal lel'el lel'els Sen·ice Sen·ice ers lel'el Subtotal TOTAL 

United Nations participation 
in jointly financed adminis-
trative activities 

International Civil Service 
Commission .......... (a) 2 9 2 16 2 20 22 38 

(b) 
(c) (1) 

2 9 2 2 17 3 19 22 39 
- - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- ---

Joint Inspection Unit ... (a) 2 5 7 7 12 
(b) 2 3 6 6 9 
(c) (1) ...-

~ 
2 2 2 8 12 13 21 ~ 

= Q. - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --- 110 ... 
23. Library and conference services ~ 

Department ·of Conference 
~ 
~ 

Services, Headquarters (a) 4 10 38 168 334 84 639 114 566 21 701 1 340 ~ ... 
(b) 2 2 1 3 5 
(e) (12) (11) (11) 

4 10 38 168 335 85 641 117 555 21 693 1 334 
- - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- ---

Office of Conference Serv-
ices, Geneva 0 ••••••••••• (a) 3 21 86 149 19 279 13 359 372 651 

(b) 1 5 6 2 8 
(c) (1) 

(d) 4 3 8 8 

3 23 90 158 18 293 14 360 374 667 
- - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Library, Headquarters .... (a) 2 2 7 33 21 66 8 72 8 88 154 
Library, Geneva ........ (a) 2 2 4 9 18 3 25 28 46 

(b) 1 

2 2 4 9 18 3 26 29 47 = - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --- \0 



B. BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT (continued) ~ 
0 

C ategOTJ' and lel'el 

Profe~sional and aho\ e 
General Sernce and other categories 

Assist-
Under- ant Sec- Prin- Manual 

Budget section and Director- Secretary- retary- cipal Other SecuritJ Field Work- Local 
organizational unit General General General D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 P-3 P-2/ 1 Subtotal level le.els Sen·ice Sen·ice ers lnel Subtotal TOTAL 

INCOME SECTIONS 
3. Revenue-producing activities 

United Nations Postal Ad-
ministration 

Headquarters ......... (a) 2 3 3 9 15 45 60 69 
(c) (1) (!) (1) 

3 2 4 10 15 44 59 69 :') 
~ 

- - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --- = 
Geneva (a) 3 3 17 20 23 ~ .............. ., 

Commercial Management 
;;. 
> Service, Headquarters •• 0. (a) 2 5 2 5 2 9 14 "' "' Sale of publications ".> 

a 
Headquarters •••••• 0 •• (a) 2 2 6 3 21 24 30 I:" 

·~ Geneva ••••••••••••• 0 (a) 10 11 12 

~ Services to visitors 
Headquarters ......... (a) 2 2 5 12 12 17 s· 
Geneva ••• 0. 0 •••••••• (a) 4 5 5 ~ 

rl, 
(b) 1 ~ 

~ 

(e) (1) (1) (2) (2) 0 = Q. 

3 3 4 (1. 
II> 

"' - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- "' 
(a) 16 24 88 244 610 1056 1 231 601 3 869 498 3 208 222 293 390 1 872 6 483 10 352 g" 
(b) 1b 1 2 5 12 18 27 10 76 10 42 1 4 19 76 152 ~ (c) 7 (7)2 (2)4 (4)4 (4)6 (6)7 (7)5 (5)3 (35)38 (2)12 (13) (3) 

= 
TOTAL = (5) 2 2 1 (2) (2) 3 10 ~ 

~ 

(d) 1 4 13 26 9 53 2 42 4 7 99 155 208 II> 

"' (e) (1) (1) (5) (4) (11) (1) (23) 3 (21) (32) 
(f) 3 7 7 5 3 25 2 6 l2 20 45 

GRAND TOTAL 1b 24 21 90 256 644 1 106 1 265 608 4 015 521 3 262 223 298 401 2005 6 710 10 725 
- -- -- -- -- -- - -- --

a Provisional title. 
b Director-General fCir Development and International Economic Co-operation. 
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Draft resolution on the biennium 1978-1979 

253. At its 72nd meeting, the Fifth Committee 
aJopred the draft resolutions on the biennium 1978-
1979 contained in paragraph 256 below (draft reso
lutions XI A to C, XII and XIII). 

254. The results of the recorded votes were as 
follows: 

In favour Against Abstentions 

Draft resolution ;(I A ........ 89 9 6 

Draft resolution XI B ••• 0 ••• 0 102 0 0 

Draft resolution XI C •• 0 ••••• 90 0 15 

Draft resolution Xf as a whole . 90 9 6 

Draft resolutiOn XII .......... 91 10 3 

Dfaft rc3oiution XIII ••• 0 0 •••• 92 0 14 

(a) The voting on draft resoiution XI A was as 
bl!ows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria_, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, B-razil, Burma Bu
rundi, Canada, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Costa 'Rica 
Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Ei 
Salvad~r, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guyana, Honduras India 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, IvQry Coast, J~maica: 
Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Lib
yan_ Arab ~amahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauri
tama, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norwav, 
Oman, Pa~istan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri 
La_n~a, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Tnmdad ~nd Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United 
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay: 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byclorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslo~akia, German Democratic Republic, 
f-Iungary, Mongoha, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

1-bstaining: Cuba, France, Israel, Italy, Romania, 
Umted States of America. 

(b) The voting on draft resolution XI B was as 
'ollows: 

I'! favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
raha, Austna, Bahamas, Bahrain Bangladesh Bar
)ados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, B~azil, Bulgari~, Bu
·undi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada 
=:entral African Empire, Chad Chile China Colom~ 
)ia; Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslov~kia, D~mocratic 
Cemen, Denmark, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
•Inland, France, German Democratic Republic Ger
rrany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, G~yana, 
Ionduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ire
:md, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
~enya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jama
iriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico 
rfongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands, Ne~ 
.ealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, 
'akistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Roma
i~, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, 
n Lanka, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, 
'ogo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, 
fkrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
ReJ?ublic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Umted States of America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambi11. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: None. 
(c) The voting on draft resolution XI C w~s as 

follows: 
In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina Aus

tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Bu
rundi, <;anada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guy
ana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, 
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagas
-c~r, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozam
bi9ue~ Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, 
Nigena, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Phil
ippines, Portugal, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Syrian Arab Re
public, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates,. United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of C~meroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire 
Zambia. ' 

Against: None. 
Abstaining: Bulgaria, Byelorussia!l Soviet Socialist 

Republic, Cuba,· Czechoslovakia France German. Dem
ocratic Republic. Hungary, Isra~l, Italy,'-Mongotia, Pu
land, Romania, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republ!c, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Utiited States of ·· 
Am~~ ' 

(d) The voHng on draft resolution Xl as a whole 
was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, 'Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Bu
rundi, <;anada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guy
ana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, 
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagas
car, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco Mozam
bi9ue~ Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicarag~a, Niger, 
Nigena, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru Phil
ippine~, Port_ugal, . Senegal, Sierra Leone, Sing~ pore, 
Samaha, Spam, Sn Lanka, Sweden, Syrian Arab Re
public, Tnailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates United Kino
dam o~ Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Unit;d 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary; Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: Cuba, France, Israel, Italy, Romania, 
United States of America. 



92 General Assembly-Thirty-second Session-Annexes 

(e) The voting on draft resolution XII was as 
follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Aus
tria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Bel
gium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Canada, 
Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, 
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guyana, Hon
duras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Le
sotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Portugal, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thai
land, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic 
of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, United 
States of America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Ukrainian So
viet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics. 

Abstaining: Cuba, lsrattl, Italy. 

(f) The voting on draft resolution XIII was as 
follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Bu
rundi, Canada, Central African Empire, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, 
Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ire
land, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, ·Oman, Pakistan, Panama, 
Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire
land, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic 
of Tanzania, United States of America, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, France, German Dem
ocratic Republic, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Mongolia, Po
land, Romania, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Decisions of the Fifth Committee 

255. The Fifth Committee decided to postpone to 
the ~hirty-third session of the General Assembly its con
sideration of the following documents: 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/ 
34 and Corr.1) on the revision of the Financial Regula
tions of the United Nations; 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/31/ 
2) on the comprehensive study of the question of 
honoraria payable to members of organs and sub
sidiary organs of the United Nations; 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/ 
29 and Corr.1) and of the Advisory Committee (A/ 
32/8/ Add.9) on the question of services provided by 
the United Nations to activities funded from extra
budgetary resources; 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/ 
66) on the revised estimates for the Office of Financial 
Services, on the understanding that it would be con
sidered on a priority basis; 

(e) Draft resolution proposed by Cuba (A/C.5/ 
32/L.27) on the subject of the effects of inflation and 
monetary instability; 

(f) Draft resolution proposed by Australia and 
Singapore (A/C.5/32/L.32/Rev.1) on the subject of 
appropriations for movements in inflation and for 
exchange rate variations. 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

256. The Fifth Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Use of experts and consultants in the United Nations 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its decision of 18 December 1974,40 

adopted at its twenty-ninth session, by which it out
lined principles and guidelines for the use of experts 
and consultants in the United Nations, and its decision 
of 17 December 1975,41 taken at its thirtieth session, 
in which it reaffirmed the aforesaid principles and 
guidelines, which should be implemented promptly, 
fully and effectively, 

Recalling further its resolution 31/205 of 22 De
cember 197 6, in which it reaffirmed the decisions taken 
at its twenty-ninth and thirtieth sessions and requested 
the Secretary-General to submit to the General As
sembly at its thirty-second session, through the Ad
visory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions, a report on the implementation of the afore
mentioned decisions, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/C.5 /32/7), 

Expressing the view that the above-mentioned re· 
port does not adequately respond to the requirement! 
of the relevant decisions of the General Assembly anc 
still reflects deficiencies in the implementation of th( 
principles and guidelines on the use of experts anc 
consultants, 

Taking note of the assurances of the Secretary-Gen 
eral that future reports will fully and adequately reflec 

40 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-nint1 
Session, Supplement No. 31 and corrigendum, pp. 136 and 13i 
item 73. 

41 Ibid., Thirtieth Session, Supplement No. 34, p. 14~ 
item 96, para. ( t) . 
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the existing practice in the u!.e of experts and con
sultants in the United Nations, 

I . Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third se~sio11 a full and 
comprehensive report, showing his efforts to eliminate 
existing deficiencies in the implementation of principles 
and guidelines on the use of experts and consultants 
in the United Nations; 

2. Requests further that such a report should con
tain detailed comparative data as well as a statement 
evaluating the o;tatus of implementation of the prin
ciples and guidelines set by the General Assembly. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Organizational nomenclature in the Secretaria,' 

The General Assembly, 

Emphasizing the need for logical and coherent or
ganizational ncmenclature in the Secretariat in the 
interest of a more rational and functional hierarchical 
;;tructure, 

1. TtJkes note with appreciation of the reports of 
the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/17) and of the Ad
v-isory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
}uestions (A/32/8/ Add.5) on the question of organi
~ational nomenclature in the Secretariat; 

'?.. Endorses the general direction of reform in 
10menclature proposed by the Secretary-General in 
1is report and encourages him to proceed expeditiously 
¥itlt the application of the measures envisaged, taking 
nto account the observations made by the Advisory 
:=ommittee &nd the. views expressed in the Fifth Com
nittee; 

3. Welcomes the intention of the"Secretary-General 
o report !o tho;; General Assembly at its thirty-third 
ession on the application of the measures proposed in 
tis report; 

4. Decides to consider this question at its thirty
hird session on the basis of the report to be submitted 
'Y the Secretary-General; 

5. Urges intergovernmental bodies to avoid rec
mmer;dations giving particular designations to organi• 
ational units or their heads which may not be in 
onformity with the nomenclature proposed by the 
ecretary-General. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Arabic language services in the United Nations 

The General Asseml]ly, 

Recalling its resolution 31/159 of 21 December 
97 6, in paragraph 18 of which it decided to include 
.rabic among the official and working languages of 
te machinery of the United Nations Conference on 
rade and Development, particularly all sessions of 
te Conference, the Trade and Development Board 
1d its main committees, -

Noting that the rules of procedure of the United 
ations Conference on Trade and Development,42 the 
rade and Development Board43 and some of its main 
>mmittees have already been amended accordingly, 

42 TD/63/Rev.l (United Nations publication, Sales No. 
68.1.17) and Amend. I and 2. 
43 TD/B/16/Rev.2 (United Nations publication, Sales No. 
73.II.D.ll) and Corr.l and 2 and Amend.l. 

Recalling that, in section VIII c>f its resolution 31 I 
208 of 22 December 1976, it approved the organ\
zation~l arrangements propo~ed by the Secretary
General in his report to the Ge~eral Ao;sembly at its 
thirty-first session44 with a view to providing an initial 
target level of Arabic language services to the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development vrbile 
simultaneously alleviating some of the chronic prob
lems facing the provision of such services to the As
sembly and its Main Committees, 

Noting, however, that, as far as Arabic translation 
services are concerned, the Se~:retary-Gencral in his 
progress report (A/C5/32/9) makes it dear that 
those organizational arrang~ments have not sufficiently 
achieved their purported Qbj~ctives with regard to the 
United Nations Confere11ce on Trade and Development 
and to the General Assembly and its Main Commi.uees, 
while admitting the uncertain nature of their future 
prospects, 

Recognizing the great importance which ~he Arab 
States Members of the United Nations attach to the 
work of the United Nations Confere:.1ce Oil Trade and 
Development ciS well as their ~xpreso;cd n~ed for having 
its documer.tation issued in Arabic in time to enable 
their delegations to participate constructively in its 
delibetations and activities, 

Convinced that an efficient, timely and less costly 
provision of Arabic translation services to the l Jnited 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development can 
be ach\eved only by the installation of an adequately 
staffed service at its headquarters, 

Bearing in mind the magnitude ami urgency of the 
efforts needec! to enable r.uch a service to meet ade
quately the Arabic translation requirements of the fifth 
session of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development, to be held in 1979, 

1. Takes note of the progress report of rhe Secre
tary-General (A/C.5/32/9) concerning Arabic lan
guage services in the United Nations; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General, while continu
ing the speedy implementation of the organizational 
arrangements contained in paragraphs 15 to 21 of his 
report,44 to replace the present arrangement set out 
in paragraph 25 of his report by establishing, as from 
1 January 1978, on a permanent 'basis, an Arabic 
Translation Section in the United Nations Office at 
Geneva primarily to. serve the bodies of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development and, 
as an initial step, to provide the staff requirements for 
the biennium 1978-1979 for this Section by transferring 
to it the posts already established under section VIII 
of Gtneral A!.sembly resolution 31/208, with the addi
tion r)f a post of Chief of Section; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, in 
close consultation and co-operation with the Secretary
General of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development, proposals aimed at the full imple
mentation of Conference resolution 86 (IV) of 28 May 
1976,45 endorsed by the General Assembly in para-

44 A/C.5/31160 and Corr.l. 
45 See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development, Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and 
Annexes (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.1I.D.10 
and corrigendum), part one, sect. A. 
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graph 18 of its resolution 31/159, and to submit those 
proposals to the Assembly at its thirty-fourth session; 

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to con
tmue his search for and to apply adequate methods, 
mcluding advance translation of appropriate documen
t:ltion and provision of temporary assistance when 
necessary, to ensure the timely provision of Arabic 
translation services to the General Assembly and its 
Main Committees, and to report on the results to the 
Assembly as appropriate. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Recommendations of the Committee for Programme 
and Co-ordination 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that the Economic and Social Council, in 
the annex to its resolution 2008 (LX) of 14 May 
i 976, set out the terms of reference of the Committee 
for Programme and Co-ordination, in paragraph 2 (a) 
( ii) of which it is stated that the Committee shall 
recommend an order of priorities among United Na
tions programmes as defined in the medium-term plan, 

Recalling also paragraph 10 of General Assembly 
resolution 31/93 of 14 December 1976 on the medium
term plan, 

Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 2098 
(LXIII) of 3 August 1977 dealing with the recom
mendations of the Committee for Programme and Co
ordination at its seventeenth session (A/32/38), 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on the implications of the recommendations of the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination (A/C.5/ 
32/26 and Corr.l) and the relevant comments of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions (A/32/8/ Add.14 ), 

I 

1. Confirms that the Committee for Programme 
<~nd Co-ordination, by virtue of its review of both the 
medium-term plan and the programme aspects of the 
programme budget, is the main subsidiary body of the 
Economic and Social Council and the General As
-;embly for planning, programming and co-ordination 
with the perspective necessary to make recommenda
tions on the relative priorities of United Nations pro
rrammes; 

2. Urges subsidiary bodies to refrain from making 
recommendations on the relative priority of the major 
programmes, as outlined in the medium-term plan; 

3. Requests such bodies to propose, through the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, relative 
priorities to be accorded to the various subprogrammes 
within their respective fields of competence; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to give all as
q~tance to the Committee for Programme and Co
ordination in its work, inter alia in connexion with the 
·;~commendation in paragraph 2 of the report of the 
Committee on its seventeenth session (A/32/38), in 
j:·.::nicular to enable the Committee to assess the im
plications of it<; recommendations; 

II 

l. Notes the methodology described by the Com
mittee for Programme and Co-ordination in para
?ntph 3 of the report on its seventeenth session (A/ 

32/38) for improving its dctenmnat1011 of rr'hJ•ve 
growth rates; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to impleme111. i•1 
the light of the relevant recommendations and cc:11 
ments of the Committee for Programme and Co
ordination and in the most appropriate manner, tbt~ 
relative growth rates accepted by the General Assembly 
as the framework of programme priorities; 

3. Considers that the Committee for Programme 
and Co-ordination, while proposing priorities in itr 
programme review, should continue to limit its rec
ommendations to ranges of growth; 

4. Invites the Committee for Programme and Co. 
ordination, in its review of the medium-term plan at 
its eighteenth session, to take into account the above· 
mentioned consideration; 

III 

1. Authorizes the Secretary-General, in consulta
tion with the executive secretaries of the regional com· 
missions concerned, to submit to the General Assembly 
at its thirty-third session through the Economic and 
Social Council, in the light of the recommendations 
of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination 
and of paragraph 16 of the report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
(A/32/8/ Add.14), programme proposals for increaserl 
activity in the transport programmes of the Economk 
Commission for Africa, the Economic Commission for 
Latin America, the Economic Commission for Western 
Asia and the Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific and revised estimates to that end; 

2. Decides, in the light of additional information 
provided to the General Assembly and of subsequent 
developments, to defer until its thirty-third session 
consideration of the recommendations of the Com
mittee for Programme and Co-ordination dealing with 
programme transfers and reductions. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

Technological innovations in the production of the 
publications and documentation of the United Natiom 

The General Assembly, 

Concerned about significant costs accruing to all 
Member States, including direct costs to themselves a~ 
well as charges to the United Nations, which resul1 
from current methods of producing and distributinf 
the publications and documentation of the Unitec 
Nations, 

1. Commends the Secretary-General for his effort~ 
and initiatives to improve documentation and publica 
tions services; 

2. Concurs with the recommendations of the Ad 
visory Committee on Administrative and Budgeta~ 
Questions contained in its report (A/32/R/ Add.l2 
to pursue measures proposed by the Secretary-Genera 
with regard to technological innovations in the pro 
duction of the publications and documentation of th 
United Nations; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to explore an· 
recommend additional measures to improve and ex 
pedite the production and distribution of publicatJnn 
and documentation, using a cautious, "tep ·hy··step aJ= 
proach, and in particular, requests him to study: 



Agenda item 100 95 
·------------------------· ·--~----·-

(a) The means to ensure publication of the full 
official records of sessions of the General Assembly; 

(h) Increased revenue from the sale of publica
tions and documentation in recognition of the improved 
service; 

(c) Further limitations on free distribution of 
publications and documents; 

(d) Installation of modern facilities to improve 
the in-session availability of importan~ documents; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session on the 
progress achieved in the implementation of approved 
measures, on the results of further studies and on 
recommendations for additional measures to improve 
documentation and publications services. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VI 

United Nations accommodation at Nairobi 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3004 (XXVII) of 15 De
cember 1972, in which it decided to locate the secre
tariat of the United Nations Environment Programme 
in a developing country and further decided to locate it 
at Nairobi, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on United Nations accommodation at Nairobi 
(A/C.S/32/19 and Add.1) and of the related report 
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions (A/32/8/ Add.10); 

2. Accepts with appreciation the generous grant 
by the Government of Kenya of the site at Gigiri, 
Nairobi, upon which to construct the project, subject 
to a suitable agreement between the Secretary-General 
and the Government; 

3. Concurs in the observations and recommenda
tions of the Advisory Committee (ibid., paras. 10-29); 

4. Approves, in principle, th.e construction of per
manent headquarters facilities for the United Nations 
Environment Programme and accommodation for the 
other United Nations offices at Nairobi; 

5. Authorizes the Secretary-General, bearing in 
mind the observations and recommendations of the 
Advisory Committee, to proceed in accordance with 
the recommendations contained in his report (A/C.S/ 
32/19, para. 32); 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly annually on the status of the project. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VII 

Expenditure with respect to experts and consultants 
in the United Nations 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that its decision of 18 December 1974,46 

aken at its twenty-ninth session, in which it outlined 
'rinciples and guidelines for the use of experts and 
·onsultants in the United Nations, provided, inter alia, 
hat: 

(a) The Secretary-General should ensure that ex
-enditure for consultant services is maintained within 

4 6 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth 
eHion, Supplement No. 31 and corrigendum, pp. 136 and 137, 
ern 73. 

the approved figure for 1974-1975 and that no sup
plementary estimates are presented; 

(b) The estimates under this heading in future 
biennial programme budgets should be prepared with 
determined restraint, with a view to achieving reduc
tions in the funds requested for this field of activities; 

Noting with concern that the aggregate appropria
tion for experts and consultants proposed by the Sec
cretary-General for the biennium 1978-1979 totals 
$11,423,000, compared with approved appropriations 
for 1974-1975 of $6,784,000, 

Noting that the commendable reduction in proposed 
expenditure on consultant services envisaged in the 
estimates for the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs of the Secretariat, in section SA of the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1978-1979, arising 
from greater utilization of staff resources available 
within the Secretariat and highly selective recourse 
to external assistance (A/32/6 and Corr.l and 2, 
para. 5A.1 ) has not been reflected in the estimates for 
certain other budget sectors, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to re-examine 
proposed expenditure on experts and consultants in 
1978-1979 following approval of the programme bud
get with a view to achieving savings in the aggregate 
allocation for such activities and to report thereon to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-third session; 

2. Further requests the Secretary-General to en
sure that no supplementary estimates are presented for 
expenditure on experts and consultants during the 
biennium 1978-1979. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VIII 

Form of presentation of the United Nations budget 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the proposed programme budget 
for the biennium 1978-1979 (A/32/6 and Corr:i 
and 2), 

Taking into account that, by resolution 3043 
(XXVII) of 19 December 1972, it approved on an 
experimental basis the new form of presentation .of 
the United Nations budget directed towards the es
tablishment of programme budgeting, 

Recalling the statement in the second preambular 
paragraph of that resolution that the new form of pres
entation constitutes a useful basis for proceeding to
wards the introduction of a system of programme 
budgeting in the United Nations, 

Recalling also the decision in that resolution to keep 
under continuous review the progress achieved in the 
implementation by the Secretary-General of the new 
form of presentation of the United Nations budget, 

Recognizing that an over-all view of the programme 
budget is essential for a global analysis thereof, 

Requests the Secretary-General to endeavour, in 
preparing the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1980-1981, to improve its form, content 
and structure, taking into account the opinions ex
pressed and suggestions made in the Fifth Committee 
during the general debate on the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1978-1979, and, in particular, 
to submit a summary of the proposed budget contain
ing, inter alia, the following information as far as 
practicable: 
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(a) The information contained in the foreword 
and annexes of the proposed programme budget for 
the biennium 1978-1979; 

(h) Additional relevant information, including that 
propo~ed in chapter I of the first report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
on the proposed programme budget for the biennium 
1978-1979 (A 13218 and Corr.l); 

(c) Expenditure by programme and subprogramme 
in absolute figures; 

(d) Expenditure by programme and organizational 
unit; 

(e) Expenditure by programmes and object of 
expenditure. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION JX 

Prnentation of the United Nations budget 

The General A.1.1embly, 

Han·ng noted that, during the consideration of the 
item entitled "Proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1979", and especially during the gen
eral debate in the Fifth Committee on that item, im
portant problems of principle and method were raised, 

Hm·ing oh~er\'ed that there is a large measure of 
agreement concerning the interest in some of these 
problems and the need to study them further with a 
view to improving budgetary procedures in the light 
of the views expressed in the Fifth Committee, 

Recalling in that connexion the statement made by 
the Chairman of the Fifth Committee at the Commit
tee's 16th meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.l6, paras. 95-101), 
as well as the relevant comments of the Committee for 
Programme and Co-ordination in its report on the 
work of its seventeenth session (A/32/38) and the 
relevant passages of the report of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
(A/32/8 and Corr.l, paras. 3-42), 

I. Comiders that the most important of the afore
mentioned problems relate to: 

(a) The need to apply effectively the provisions 
of General Assembly resolutions 3534 (XXX) of 17 De
cember 1975 and 31/93 of 14 December 1976 con
cerning programmes, projects and activities that are 
obsolete, of marginal usefulness or ineffective; 

(b) The need to assess more accurately the re
sources required for programme implementation and 
especially the method followed in determining the 
amount corresponding to "maintenance of pro
grammes" and the composition of that amount: 

(c) The be"t way of dealing with inflationary 
trends and currency instability in a biennial programme 
budget; 

(d) Refinement of the methods of calculating ab
solute and real growth of the budget; 

(c) The need for a study in depth of problems 
relating to the implementation of the budget; 

., Requests the Secretary-General to make a study 
of the aforementiOned matters and to submit to the 
General Assembly, through the Advisory Committee 
ow Administrative and Budgetary Questions, a report, 
which shall contain proposals relating to: 

(a) The aforementioned provisions of General 
Assembly resolutions 3534 (XXX) and 31/93; 

-----------------------------------
(b) The method to be followed in making a satis

factory determination of the amount corr.::sponding to 
"maintenance of programmes" and the composition of 
that amount, for example by proposing the adoption 
of a zero base for the calculation of some elements 
thereof, and in making a more accurate assessment of 
staff costs; 

(c) A study of the advantages and disadvantages 
of "semi-full budgeting" and the methods used or pro
posed to apply this system; 
and requests the Advisory Committee to submit its 
observations and recommendations on the Secretary
General's conclusions to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-third session; 

3. Decides to consider, at its thirty-third session, 
the reports of the Secretary-General and the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
as a preliminary to the preparation of the programme 
budget for the biennium 1980-1981. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION X 

Questions relating to the programme budget 
for the biennium 1978-1979 

The General Assembly 

I 

EXPANSION OF MEFTING ROOMS AND IMPROVEMENT OF 

COJ.jFERENCE-SERVICING AND DELEGATE FACILITIES 
AT UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS 

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the expansi:Jn of meeting rooms and improve
ment of conference-servicing and delegate facilities at 
United Nations Headquarters (A/C.5/32/4 and Corr.l 
and Add. I ) and the related report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
(A/32/8/Add.l ), 

2. Concurs with the observations and recommen
dations of the Advtsory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Quest;ons in its report (ibid.); 

II 

IMPACT OF INFLATION ON THE HUDGETS OF THE 
ORGANIZATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
era! on the impact of inflation on the budgets of the 
organizations of the United Nations system (A/C.5/ 
32/5); 

2. Considers the report of the Secretary-General 
to be an interim report; 

3. Rt!quests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session on the pro
gress achieved with respect to the question of the 
impact of inflation on the budgets of the organizations 
of the United Nations sy~tem, taking into account the 
views expressed in the Fifth Committee during its con
sideration of this que~tion at the thirty-second session; 

III 

IMPLICATIONS OF EXTENDING TO CERTAIN FORMER 

STAFF MEMBERS COVERAGE BY THE UNITED NATIONS 
JOINT STAFF PENSION FUND FOR SERVICE WITH THE 
UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY FOR 

PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST 

I. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the. implications of extending to certain former 
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staff members coverage by the United Nations Joint 
Staff Pension Fund for service with the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East during the period 1950 to 1960 inclusive 
(A/C.5!3lj7l and A/C.5/32/14); 

2. Takes note also of the related report of the Ad
visory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions (A/32/8/Add.2); 

IV 

HONORARIA OF MEMBERS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 

COMMITTEE 

I. Decides that the lump-sum payment per annum 
of honoraria for members of the Human Rights Com
mittee shall be in the amount of $2,500 for the Chair
man and $1,000 for other members; 

2. A uthori::.es that expenditures for these honoraria 
be made beginning on I January 1977; 

3. Notes that additional expenditures in the amount 
of $19,500 under section 18 of the programme budget 
for the biem,ium 1976-1977 will be absorbed within 
available appropriations for that biennium; 

4. Awhori::.n an additional appropriation under 
section 18 of the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1979 in the amount of $39,000; 

v 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INFORMATION SERVICES UNIT IN 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

I. TakCI' note of the reports of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions on 
the question of the establishment of an information 
services unit in the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs of the Secretariat (A/32/256 and Add. I); 

2. Decidn that the acceptance by the Secretary
General of the offer of voluntary funds in 1978-1979 
would not imply any commitment on the part of the 
Organization subsequently to transfer the costs of the 
operation to the regular budget; 

3. A uthori::.e1· the Secretary-General to proceed in 
accordance with the propo~al contained in paragraph 5 
of his report (A/C.5/32/47); 

4. Rcque111" the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session on the 
progress achieved with respect to the work carried out 
in I9n so that the A-;semf)Jy can pronounce it<>elf on 
.vhether computerization shol'ld be undertaken: 

VI 

IONORARIUI\1 OF TilE CIIAIRI\IAN OF THE ADVISORY 
COI\11\IITTr E ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY 
QUESTIONS 

I. Ta/..e1 note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
:ral on the honorarium of the Chairman of the Ad
·isory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
)uestion'> ( A/C.5/32/92); 

2. Decidn to eqabli'>h the honorari urn of the 
~hairman of the Advison· Committee at the level of 
.50,000 annually, effectiv:e I January I9n; 

VII 

<.,TATUS 01· CLA<.,<.,IFICATION PROJECTS 

Take\ note of the note by the Secretary-General on 
1e status of clas<;1fication projects (A/C.S/32/57); 

VIII 

INCLUSION OF ARABIC AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF 

THE THIRD GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION 

Approves the inclusion of Arabic as an official lan
guage of the Third General Conference of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization; 

IX 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS RESULTING FROM DECISIONS 
OF THE TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
( A/C.5 /32/ I 05) on the financial implications result
ing from the decisions taken by the Trade and De
velopment Board at its ninth special session and at 
the first part of its seventeenth session; 

X 

PROPOSED ARRANGEMENT FOR A COMBINED INTERNAL 

AUDIT AND MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT SERVICE 

I. Takes note of the observations of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
in paragraph 22.55 of its first report on the proposed 
programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979 (AI 
3 2/8 and Corr.l ) , as well as the views expressed in 
the Fifth Committee on the question of the proposed 
arrangements for a combined Internal Audit and Man
agement Improvement Service in the Secretariat, which 
the Secretary-General is invited to take into account, 
and decides, in the meantime, to maintain the present 
organizational arrangements; 

2. Decides to return to and consider the questions 
raised by the Advisory Committee and by delegations 
at its thirty-third session in the context of the review 
of the question of administrative and management con
trol of the United Nations, provided for under Ger,eral 
Assembly resolution 31 /94 C of 14 December 1976, 
it being understood that all options will be open to 
the Assembly when it considers the matter at that time; 

XI 

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE AND COMPENSATION FOR OF

FICERS OTHER THAN SECRETARIAT OFFICIALS SERV
ING TilE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

l. Decides to consider on a priority basis at its 
thirty-third session the proposals of the Secretary-Gen
eral with regard to compensation for the two fl:ill-time 
Commi~sioners of the International Civil Service Com
mission ( A/C.5/32/28) and the relevant comments 
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions (A; 32/8 I Add.ll ) without prej
udice to the possibility of retroactive action on the~e 
propo<.als; 

., Requel'!s the Secretary-General, \\ith such ad-
vice as he deems de~irahle, to prepare, in the context 
of the comprehensive stud; of the quest1on of hono
raria, a ~tudv of the conditions of serv1ce and com
pemation appropriate for tho-;c otticcrs other than 
Secretariat otticial~ servinl!: the General A-,semblv 
whose terms and cond1tior;., of selection. dut1eo;; and 
re~pon~ihilities preclude active engagement hy govern
mental. intergovernmental or other specified enllties 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION XI 

Programme budget for the biennium 1978-197947 

A 

BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE BIENNIUM 1978-1979 

The G-eneral Assembly 
Resolves that for the biennium 197 8-1979: 
1. Appropriations totalling $US 985,913,300 

following purposes: 
are hereby voted for the 

Section 

PART I. Over-all policy-making, direction and co-ordina
tion 

1. Over-a!! policy-making, direction and co-ordination ... 

TOTAL, PART J 

PART II. Political and peace-keeping activities 

2. Political and Security Council affairs; peace-keeping ac-
tivities ...................................... . 

ToTAL, PART II 
PART III. Political affairs, trusteeship and decoloniza

tion activities 

3. Political affairs, trusteeship and decolonization ...... . 

TGTAL, PART III 
PART IV. Economic, social and humanitarian activities 

4. Policy-making organs (economic and social activities) 

SA. Department of Economic and Social Affairs ....... . 

58. Transnational corporations ....................... . 

5C. Department of Economic Co-operation and Develop-
menta ....................................... . 

50. Department of Technical Co-operation for Develop-
menta ....................................... . 

5E. Office of Secretariat Services for Economic and Social 
Matters" ..................................... . 

5F. Director-General for Development and Internation-al 
Economic Co-operation ........................ . 

6. Economic Commission for Europe ................ . 

7. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific ...................................... . 

8. Economic Commission for Latin America .......... . 

9. Economic Commission for Africa ................. . 

10. Economic Commission for Western Asia ........... . 

11A. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
11 B. International Trade Centre ....................... . 
12. United Nations Industrial Development Organization .. 
13A. United Nations Environment Programme .......... . 
138. Habitat: Centre for Human Settlements ............ . 
14. International drug control ........................ . 
15. Regular programme of technical assistance ......... . 
16. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees .................................... . 
17. Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator 

ToTAL, PART IV 

PART V. Human rights 

18. Human rights 

TOTAL, PART V 

United States dollars 

20 109 300 

20 109 300 

48 096 6!)0 

48 096 600 

9 732 600 

9 732 600 

5 803 100 

43 926 900 

6 196 300 

333 600 

37 500 

22 700 

482 500 

19 014 200 

19 404 800 

24 370 900 

23 679 000 

10 566 000 

37 758 600 
6 504 800 

60 114 700 
8 766 400 
5 101 500 
5 312 200 

23 055 800 

19711700 
2 826 700 

322 989 900 

7 577 700 

7 577 700 

47 See also document A/32/485/ Add.l above, paras. 16 and 18. 
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PART VI. lntl:'rnationul Court of Justice 

19. International Court of Justice ..... . 

TOTAL, PART VI 

PART VII. Legal actil'ities 

20. Legal activities 

TOTAL, PART VII 

PART VIII. Common sen·ices 

21. Public information .............................. . 

22. Administration, management and general services ... . 

23. Conference and library services ................... . 

24. 

25. 

PART IX. Special expenses 

United Nations bond issue 

PART X. Staff assessment 

Staff assessment 

PART XI. Capital expenditures 

TOTAL, PART VIII 

TOTAL, PART IX 

TOTAL, PART X 

26. Construction, alteration, improvement and major main-
tenance of premises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 

TOTAL, PART XI 

GRAND TOTAL 

a Provisional title. 

United State.\ dollars 

6 126 700 

6 126 700 

8 802 100 

8 802 100 

37 260 000 

161 252 500 

150 126 000 

348 638 500 

16 817 000 

16 817 000 

151018000 

151 018 000 

46 004 900 

46 004 900 
-----
985 913 300 

2. The Secretary-General shall be authorized to transfer credits between 
sections of the budget with the concurrence of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions; 

3. The total net provision made under the various sections of the budget 
for contractual printing shall be administered as a unit under the direction of 
the United Nations Publications Board; 

4. The appropriations for technical assistance programmes under section 15 
shall be administered in accordance with the Financial Regulations of the United 
Nations, except that the definition of obligations and the period of validity of 
obligations shall be subject to the following procedures: 

(a) Obligations for personal services established in the current biennium 
shall be valid for the succeeding biennium, provided that appointments of the 
experts concerned are effected by the end of the current biennium and that the 
total period to be covered by obligations established for these purposes against 
the resources of the current biennium shall not exceed twenty-four man-months; 

(b) Obligations established in the current biennium for fellowships shall 
remain valid until liquidated, provided that the fellow has been nominated by 
:he requesting Government and accepted by the Organization and that a formal 
letter of award has been issued to the requesting Government; 

(c) Obligations in respect of contracts or purchase orders for supplies 
or equipment recorded in the current biennium will remain valid until payment 
is effected to the contractor or vendor, unless they are cancelled; 

5. In addition to the appropriations voted under paragraph I above, an 
amount of $27,000 is appropriated for each year of the biennium 1978-1979 
from accumulated income of the Library Endowment Fund for the purchase of 
books, periodicals, maps and library equipment and for such other expenses of 
the Library at the Palais des Nations as are in accordance with the objects and 
provisions of the endowment. 
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B 

INCOI\IE ESTIMATES FOR TilE BIENNIUM 1978-1979 

The General Assembly 

R nol1·es that for the biennium 1978-1979: 

I. Estimates of income other than assessments on Member States totalling 
$US 174, I I g,200 are approved as follm\s: 

ltuome \ectum Umted Stutes dollars 

P \R r I lncol/11' !1 0111 lla/f a.l.l<'.\11111'111 

I. lnLom~ from ;,taff a;,;,e"ment 154 304 600 

3. 

P\Rr II. Other income 

Cieneral inLome 

Re,enue-produ(ing actii'Itie'i 

TOTAL, P~RT I 

TOT,\L, PART I! 

GR~~D TOT~L 

12 807 000 

7 006 600 

154 304 600 

19 813 600 

174 118 200 

2. The income from staff assessments shall be credited to the Tax Equali
zation Fund in acmrdance with the provisions of General Assembly resolu
tion 973 (X) of 15 December 1955: 

3. Direct expenses of the United Nations Postal Administration, services 
to visitors, catering and related services, television services and the sale of 
publications. not provided for under the budget appropriations, shall be charged 
again<>! the income deri\ed from those activities. 

c 

FINANCING OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE• YEAR 1978 

The General A \'W'mbly 

Rnoli'£'S that for the year 1978: 

I. Budget appropnat1ons totalling $US 498,512.650 consrstmg of 
SUS 492.956.650. being one half of the appropriations approved for the bien
nium 1978-1979 under resolution A above, together with supplementary appro
priatiom for 1976-1977 totalling $US 5,556.0004s shall be financed in accord
ance with regulations 5.1 and 5.2 of the Financial Regulations of the United 
Nations as follows: 

(a) ~9.906,800 heing half of the estimated income other than staff assess
ment approwd for the bie~nium 1978-1979 under resolution B above; 

(h) $610.500 being the increase in the revised income other than staff 
assessment for 1976-1977: 

(c) $224.151 being contributions of new Member States for 1976-1977; 

(d) $487.771,199 being the a<>se5sment on Member States in accordance 
with General A""emhlv resol~tion 32 1 39 of 2 December 1977 on the scale of 
asse~sment<> for the years 1978 and 1979. 

, There "hall be "et otf against the assessment on Member States, 111 

accordance \\ ith the prm i5iom of General Assembly resolution 973 (X) of 
15 December 1955. their respective share in the Tax· Equalization Fund in the 
total amount of $US 84,812.500 consi<sting of: 

(a) $77.152.300 being half of the estimated staff assessment income 
apprmed for the biennium Jl}78-ll)79 under resolution B above; 

(b) $7.660.200 bemg the increa5e in the revised income from staff 
asses<>ment for 1976-1977. c 

4 ·' See document A 32 488, para. 13, draft resolution II A; subsequently adopted a~ 
General Assembly resolution 32, 202 A. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION XII 

Unforeseen and extraordinary expenses for the 
biennium 1978-1979 

The General Assembly 

1. Authorizes the Secretary-General, with the prior 
concurrence of the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions and subject to the 
Financial Regulations of the United Nations and the 
provisions of paragraph 3 below, to enter into com
mitments in the biennium 1978-1979 to meet unfore
seen and extraordinary expenses arising during that 
biennium, provided that the concurrence of the Ad
visory Committee shall not be necessary for: 

(a) Such commitments, not exceeding a total of 
$US 2 million in any one year of the biennium 1978-
1979, as the Secretary-General certifies relate to the 
maintenance of peace and security; 

(b) Such commitments as the President of the 
International Court of Justice certifies relate to ex
penses occasioned by: 

(i) The designation of ad hoc judges (Statute of 
the Court, Article 31 ) , not exceeding a total 
of $1 00,000; 

(ii) The appointment of assessors (Statute, Ar
ticle 30), or the calling of witnesses and the 
appointment of experts (Statute, Article 50), 
not exceeding a total of $50,000; 

(iii) The holding of sessions of the Court away 
from The Hague (Statute, Article 22), not 
exceeding a total of $150,000; 

(iv) The maintenance in office of judges who have 
not been re-elected (Statute, Article 13, para
graph 3), not exceeding a total of $75,000 
in 1978; 

( v) The payment of pensions and travel and re
moval expenses of retiring judges, and travel 
and removal expenses of new members of the 
Court, not exceeding a total of $130,000 in 
1978, and the payment of pensions of retir
ing judges not exceeding a total of $130,000 
in 1979; 

2. Resolves that the Secretary-General shall report 
to the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions and to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-third and thirty-fourth sessions all commit
ments made under the provisions of the present reso
lution, together with the circumstances relating thereto, 
and shall submit supplementary estimates to the As
sembly in respect of such commitments; 

3. Decides that if, as a result of a decision of the 
Security Council, commitments relating to the main
tenance of peace and security should arise in an es
timated total exceeding $10 million before either the 
thirty-third or the thirty-fourth session of the General 
Assembly, a special session of the Assembly shall be 
convened by the Secretary-General to consider the 
matter. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION XIII 

The General Assembly 
Resolves that: 
1. The Working Capital Fund shall be established 

for the biennium 1978-1979 in the amount of $US 40 
million; 

2. Member States shall make advances to the 
Working Capital Fund in accordance with the scale 
adopted by the General Assembly for contributions of 
Member States to the budget for the biennium 1978-
1979; 

3. There shall be set off against this allocation of 
advances: 

(a) Credits to Member States resulting from trans
fers made in 1959 and 1960 from surplus account to 
the Working Capital Fund in an adjusted amount of 
$1,025,092; 

(b) Cash advances paid by Member States to the 
Working Capital Fund for the biennium 197 6-1977 
under General Assembly resolution 3541 (XXX) of 
17 December 1975; 

4. Should the credits and advances paid by any 
Member State to the Working Capital Fund for the 
biennium 1976-1977 exceed the amount of that Mem
ber State's advance under the provisions of paragraph 2 
above, the excess shall be set off against the amount 
of the contributions payable by the Member State in 
respect of the biennium 1978-1979; 

5. The Secretary-General is authorized to advance 
from the Working Capital Fund: 

(a) Such sums as may be necessary to finance 
budgetary appropriations pending the receipt of con
tributions; sums so advanced shall be reimbursed as 
soon as receipts from contributions are available for 
the purpose; 

(b) Such sums as may be necessary to finance 
commitments which may be duly authorized under the 
provisions of the resolutions adopted by the General 
Assembly, in particular resolution - of - Decem
ber 1977 [draft resolution XII above] relating to un
foreseen and extraordinary expenses; the Secretary
General shall make provision in the budget estimates 
for reimbursing the Working Capital Fund; 

(c) Such sums as, together with net sums out
standing for the same purpose, do not exceed $200,000, 
to continue the revolving fund to finance miscellaneous 
self-liquidating purchases and activities; advances in 
excess of the total of $200,000 may be made with 
the prior concurrence of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions; 

(d) With the prior concurrence of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions, such sums as may be required to finance pay
ments of advance insurance premiums where the pe
riod of insurance extends beyond the end of the 
biennium in which payment is made; the Secretary
General shall make provision in the budget estimates 
of each biennium, during the life of the related policies, 
to cover the charges applicable to each biennium; 

(e) Such sums as may be necessary to enable the 
Tax Equalization Fund to meet current commitments 
pending the accumulation of credits; such advances 
shall be repaid as soon as credits are available in the 
Tax Equalization Fund; 

6. Should the provision in paragraph 1 above prove 
inadequate to meet the purposes normally related to 
the Working Capital Fund, the Secretary-General is 
authorized to utilize, in the biennium 1978-1979, 
cash from special funds and accounts in his custody, 
under the conditions approved in General Assembly 
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resolution 1341 (XIII) of 13 December 1958, or the 
proceeds of loans authorized by the Assembly. 

* * * 
257. The Fifth Committee also decided to rec

ommend that the General Assembly should: 
(a) Take note of the note by the Secretary-Gen

eral (A/C.S/32/24 and Corr.l), in particular para
graphs 8 and 10 thereof, and of the related. report of 
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud
getary Questions (A/32/8/ Add.6); 

(b) Concur with the recommendations of the Ad
visory Committee in paragraphs 12 to 14 of its report; 

(c) Approve the addition of the following new 
regulations to the Financial Regulations of the United 
Nations: 
(i) "Regulation 5.10. Under rules established by the 

Secretary-General, borrowings may be incurred 
for the reimbursable seeding operations of the 
United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements 
Foundation from Governments and govern
mental agencies and intergovernmental organi
zations provided that: 

" (a) The net borrowings outstanding at any 
time under this regulation shall not exceed limits 
established by the Secretary-General, with due 
regard to the maintenance of adequate reserves 
to secure such borrowings and to the proper 
functioning of the Foundation; 

" (b) The principal of any borrowings under 
this regulation and any interest or other charges 
thereon shall only be payable from the resources 
of the Foundation, and no lender shall have 
any claim against the United Nations or any of 
its other assets. Resources of the Foundation 
may be committed as security for the repayment 
of borrowings and the charges thereon. The 
Executive Director shall identify the resources 
which will be available for this purpose." 

(ii) "Regulation 9.4. Under rules established by the 
Secretary-General, loans may be made from the 
resources of the United Nations Habitat and 
Human Settlements Foundation, including those 
borrowed pursuant to regulation 5.10, in im
plementation of the approved programmes of the 
Foundation." 

DOCUMENT A/32/ 432 

Computerization of trealy information and registration and publication of treaties and international 
agreements pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations 

Rep(t~ of the Sixth Committee 

1. By his note of 14 September 1977 (A/32/214), 
the Secretary-General reported, in the context of the 
proposed programme budget for the biennium 1978-
1979, on the progress of computerization of treaty in
formation and on the registration and publication of 
treaties and international agreements pursuant to Ar
ticle 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. Taking 
into account that the only specific proposal contained 
in his note (ibid., paras. 29-34) concerned the imple
mentation of the General Assembly regulations to give 
effect to Article 102 of the Charter and did not have 
financial implications, the General Assembly, at its 
5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 1977, decided 
to refer the Secretary-General's note to the Sixth Com
mittee. 

2. At its 33rd meeting, on 31 October 1977, the 
Sixth Committee established an informal working 
group to deal with the matter. The Working Group 
was composed of the following States, which had been 
designated by the Committee on a regional basis or 
which had decided to accept the Committee's invitation 
to take part in the work of the Working Group: Ar
gentina, Australia, Brazil, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Finland, France, India, Israel, Poland, Spain, 
Sri Lanka, Surinam, Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and 
United States of America. 

3. The Working Group devoted three meetings to 
the question, on 10 and 22 November and 1 Decem
ber. Part I of the report of the Working Group (A/ 
C.6/32/5) contains a draft resolution adopted by the 

[Original: English/ French] 
[13 December 1977] 

Group for consideration by the Sixth Committee and 
·Part II {A/C.6/32/5/Add.1) contains a summary of 

the discussions held by the Working Group. 

4. At its 3rd meeting, on 1 December, the Work
ing Group adopted, without a vote, the text of the 
draft resolution submitted to the Sixth Committee. 

5. At the 65th meeting of the Sixth Committee, 
on 7 December, the Chairman of the Working Group 
introduced the draft resolution, which the Committee 
adopted by consensus (see para. 6 below). 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

6. The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lution: 

Computerization of treaty information and registration 
and publication of treaties and international agree
ments pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the 
United Nations 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the note by the Secretary-General 
concerning the computerization of treaty information 
and the registration and publication of treaties and in
ternational agreements pursuant to Article 102 of the 
Charter of the United Nations (A/32/214), 

Recalling the regulations to give effect to Article 102 
of the Charter of the United Nations adopted by the 
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fieneral Assembly in its resolutions 97 (I) of 14 De
cember 1946-as modified by resolutions 364 B (IV) 
nf 1 December 1949 and 482 (V) of 12 December 
1950--a~ well as its resolutions 2'\4 A and B (III) of 
3 November 1948, 364 A (IV) of 1 December 1949 
and 1092 (XI) of 27 February 1957, 

Also recalling its recommendation, made on 14 De
eember 197 4 at its 2319th plenary meeting, c-.Jncern
ing the notifications that States and international or
ganizations49 depositaries of multilateral treaties are 
called upon to send to the Secretariat, 50 

Noting that the United Nations Treaty Information 
System, which is expected to become fully operational 
at the beginning of 1978, has been conceived as an 
open system, capable of utilizing not only the data re
sulting from the registration process under Article 102 
of the Charter, but all data relating to treaties and 
international agreements, regardless of their origin, 

Recalling that the General Assembly has consistently 
taken the view that treaties and international agree
ments should be published with the least possible delay 
and that,' in this respect, an interval of one year be
:ween registration and publication has generally been 
'1eld to be reasonable, 

Noting in this connexion that, according to the infor
mation provided by the Secretary-General, the interval 
1-Jetween registration and publication of treaties and 
~nternational agreements had reached five years as an 

4!l Wherever it appears in the draft resolution, the term 
·'internatiopal organizations" is understood, in the light of 
>he 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, as apply
mg to intergovernmental organization~. For the text of the 
ronvention, see A/CONF.39/11/Add.2 (United Nations pub
lication, Sales No. E.70.V.5), pp. 287-301. 

50 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth 
'iession, Supplement No. 31 and corrigendum, p. 149, agenda 
>tern 87. 

average at 31 July 1977, while the delay in the ad
ministrative process of registration itself amounted to 
twenty months, 

1. Emphasizes anew the importance of having 
every treaty and every international agreement reg
istered and published as soon as possible in accordance 
with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations 
and the General Assembly regulations to give effect 
thereto; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to initiate forth
with, within the means available and in co-operation, 
as appropriate, with the specialized agencies and other 
international organizations concerned, such measures 
as would contribute towards the reduction of the cur
rent arrears, both in the field of registration and in the 
field of publication of treaties and international agree· 
ments; 

3. Approves, as a temporary measure, the pro
posals of the Secretary-General contained in para
graphs 29 to 34 of his note with regard to the publica
tion of treaties and international agreements; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to approach as 
soon as possible the Governments and international 
organizations concerned, especially those that act as 
depositaries of multilateral treaties and agreements, in 
order to ascertain the best means of putting the United 
Nations Treaty Information System to full use for the 
benefit of the international community; 

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to report 
to the General Assembly, at its thirty-third session, on 
the implementation of the present resolution; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-third session an item entitled "Registration 
and publication of treaties and international agree
ments pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the 
United Nations". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 34th plenary meeting, on 14 October 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the recommendation made by the Preparatory Committee for the Special 
Session of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament,51 taking into account 
the decision of the Fifth Committee at its 16th meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.16, 
para. 24) (see decision 32/40352 ). 

At its 90th plenary meeting, on 2 December 1977, the qeneral Assembly 
adopted the recommendation made by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 5 of 
its report (A/32/389) (see decision 32/41452 ). 

At its 102nd plenary meeting, on 14 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report 
(A/32/454, para. 9). For the final text, see resolution 32/103.52 

At its 105th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report 
(A/32/432, para. 6). For the final text, see resolution 32/144.52 

At its llOth plenary meeting, on 21 December 1977, the General Assembly 
voted on draft resolutions I to XIII submitted by the Fifth Committee in its 
report (A/32/490, para. 256). The results of the voting were as follows: it 
adopted draft resolution I without a vote; draft resolution II by 122 votes to 9;* 
draft resolution III by 123 votes to none, with 12 abstentions;* draft resolu
tions IV and V without a vote; draft resolution VI by 122 votes to 9, with 

51 Ibid., Thirty-second Session, Supplement No. 41, para. 20. 
52Jbid., Supplement No. 45. 
* Recorded vote. 
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2 abstentions;* draft resolution VII without a vote; draft resolution VIII by 
123 votes to 1, with 11 abstentions;* and draft resolution IX without a vote. 
The eleven sections of draft resolution X were dealt with separately: section I 
was adopted by 126 votes to 10;* sections II and III without a vote; section IV 
by 123 votes to 12;* and sections V to XI without a vote. The Assembly then 
voted on the remaining draft resolutions: draft resolution XI A was adopted by 
119 votes to 9, with 6 abstentions;* draft resolution XI B without a vote; draft 
resolution XI C by 122 votes to none, with 13 abstentions;* draft resolution XII 
by 123 votes to 9, with 3 abstentions;* and draft resolution XIII by 122 votes 
to none, with 13 abstentions.* For the final text, see resolutions 32/203 to 
32/215.52 

At the same meeting, the General Assembly, by 107 votes to 7, with 
21 abstentions,* adopted the recommendation made by the Fifth Committee in 
paragraph 257 of its report (A/32/490) (see decision 32/45!52 ). 
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DOCUMENT A/32/ 435 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly decided to include this 
item in the agenda of its thirty-second session and to 
allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. The Committee considered this item at its 32nd, 
33rd, 35th, 37th, 39th and 60th meetings, between 
2 November to 9 December. 

3. For its consideration of this item the Committee 
had before it the report of the Negotiating Committee 
on the Financial Emergency of the United Nations 
to the thirty-first session of the General Assembly 
(A/31/37). 

4. The Chairman of the Negotiating Committee 
addressed the Fifth Committee at its 32nd meeting. 

5. At the 60th meeting, the representative of Paki
stan introduced a draft resolution (A/C.5 /32/L.36) 
on behalf of Australia, Canada, Denmark, Indonesia, 
Ireland, Pakistan, the Philippines, Sierra Leone, 
Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey and Uruguay, 
all of which, he announced, should be considered as 
original sponsors of the draft resolution (for the text, 
see para. 8 below). 

6. Comments made and reservations expressed by 
sc-me delegations are reflected in the summary records 
or the meetings (see (A/C.5/32/SR.32, 33, 35, 37, 
3'i and 60). 

7. At its 60th meeting, the Fifth Committee 
adopted the draft resolution by consensus. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

8. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

1 

[Original: English] 
[12 December 1977] 

FINANCIAL EMERGENCY OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the collective responsibility of Member 
States for the financial security of the United Nations, 

Recalling the Secretary-General's statements of 
25 September 19751 and 14 April1976 (see A/31/37, 
paras. 9 and 10) in which he drew attention to the 
serious financial situation of the United Nations, 

Noting with concern that the short-term deficit of 
the Organization has continued to grow, 

Recalling its resolutions 3049 (XXVII) of 19 De
cember 1972, 3538 (XXX) of 17 December 1975 and 
31/ 191 of 22 December 197 6, 

Bearing in mind the need to implement without fur
ther delay the consensus of the Special Committee on 
Peace-keeping Operations2 adopted by the General 
Assembly on 1 September 1965,3 

Reaffirming the determination of Member States to 
arrive at a lasting solution of the financial problems of 
the Organization, 

Mindful of the positions of principle of Member 
States, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Negotiating 
Committee on the Financial Emergency of the United 
Nations (A/31/37), including the guidelines submitted 
by the Chairman of the Committee for discussion and 
negotiation, as contained in paragraph 18 of the report, 

1 A/C.S/1685. 
2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Nineteenth 

Session, Annexes, annex No. 21, document A/5916, para. 2. 
3Jbid., Nineteenth Ses.1ion, Plenary Meetillf?S, 1331 st meet

ing, paras. 3 and 4. See also resolution 2053 (XX). 
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and of the views expressed by Member States in the 
Fifth Committee; 

2. Expresses concern that the Committee was un
able to reach a consensus on a solution to the financial 
problems of the Organization; 

3. Urges all Member States, particularly those 
among them whose efforts can promote an accord, to 
nego~iate with the aim qf bringing about a lasting 
solutiOn to the financial problems of the United Na
tions; 

4. Requests the Committee to keep the financial 
situation of the United Nations under review and to 
continue its efforts to bring about a comprehensive 
settlement of the financial problems of the Organiza
tion; 

5. Further requests the Committee to submit, if 
necessary, a supplementary report on further develop
ments to be considered at the thirty-third session of 
the General Assembly; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to provide at its 
thirty-third session detailed information regarding the 
extent, rate of increase and composition of the deficit 
of the Organization, as well as voluntary contributions 
received from Member States and other sources; 

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-third session the item entitled "Financial 
emergency of the United Nations: report of the Nego
tiating Committee on the Financial Emergency of the 
United Nations". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/31137 

A/C.5/32/L.36 

Printed in U.S.A. 

At its 102nd plenary meeting, on 14 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report 
(A/32/435, para. 8). For the final text, see resolution 32/104.4 

4 Ibid., Thirty-second Session, Supplement No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/390 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

[Original: English] 
[30 November 1977] 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 1977, the General Assembly 
decided to include this item in the agenda of its thirty-second session and to 
allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. At its 47th meeting, on 22 November, the Fifth Committee decided, 
without objection, to postpone its consideration of this item to the thirty-third 
session of the General Assembly. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

3. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General Assembly that it 
include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-third session the item entitled 
"Review of the government and expert machinery dealing with the formulation, 
review and approval of programmes and budgets". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 102nd plenary meeting, on 14 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the recommendation made by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 3 of its 
report (A/32/390) (see decision 32/4261 

). 

*For the discussion of the item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty
second Session, Fifth Committee, 47th meeting, and ibid., Fifth Committee, Sessional Fasc1cle, 
corrigendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 102nd meeting. 

**This question was previously discussed by the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth 
session (agenda item 74) and thirtieth session (item 97). 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

Printed in U.S.A. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/391 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly decided to include this 
item in the agenda of its thirty-second session and to 
allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. When the Committee considered the item at its 
41st, 47th, 48th and 50th meetings, on 14, 22 and 
25 November, it had before it the report of the Ad
visory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions on the subject ( A/32/315) as well as the 
relevant part of the report of the Economic and Social 
Council (A/32/3, chap. VII, sect. A). 

3. At the 41st meeting of the Fifth Committee, 
the Chairman of the Advisory Committee introduced 
that Committee's report in an oral statement. 

4. The statements made and reservations expressed 
by delegations in the course of the discussion of the 
item are reflected in the summary records of the meet
ings (A/C.5/32/SR.41, 47, 48 and 50). 

5. At its 50th meeting, the Committee adopted, 
by consensus, a decision proposed by the Chairman 
(see para. 6 below). 

l 

[Original: English] 
[30 November 1977] 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly that it: 

(a) Take note with appreciation 0f the report of 
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud
getary Questions relating to administrative and bud
getary co-ordination of the United Nations with the 
specialized agencies and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (A/32/315); 

(b) Concur with the observations and comments 
of the Advisory Committee contained in its report; 

(c) Request the Secretary-General to refer to the 
executive heads of the organi?ations of the United 
Nations system, through the Admini .trative Committee 
on Co-ordination, matters ;uisin~! ,;ut of the report 
of the Advisory Committee and tJw 'dated discussions 
in the Fifth Committee; 

(d) Transmit the report of th<: \dvismy Com
mittee to the Committee on Progr;w-·:~•e ~;nd Co-ordina
tion, the Board of Auditors, t 11t~ rncn•bN<> of the Pand 
of External Auditors and the Joint 1nspection Unit 
for their information. 
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A/3213 

A/32/315 

Printed in U.S.A. 
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 90th plenary meeting, on 2 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the recommendation made by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 6 of 
its report (A/32/391) (see decision 32/415 1 ). 

1 See Official Records of the General As,\cmbly. 1/urty-sccond Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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NoTE. This check list contains the documents pertaining to agenda item 103 
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Report of the Economic and Social Cnunctl on the work of its organi
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Report of the Advisory Committee on Admtnt<>trative and Budgetary 
Questions 

Obsen·ation.;; and references 

Ofjicwl Records of the Gen
eral Assemhly, Thirty-sec
ond Session, Supplement 
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DOCUMENT A/32/ 489 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-second session the item entitled 
"Joint Inspection Unit: (a) Reports of the Joint In
spection Unit; (b) Appointment of the members of 
the Joint Inspection Unit" and to allocate subitem (a) 
to the Fifth Committee.1 

2. For its consideration of the question at its 
13th and 14th meetings, on 11 and 12 October, the 
Committee had before it the following documents: 

(a) A note by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/ 
32/6) containing the report of the Joint Inspection 
Unit on its activities for the period 1 July 1976-
30 June 1977; 

(b) The report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5 I 
32/10 on the implementation of major recommenda
tions of the Joint Inspection Unit, 

(c) The report of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/32/258) 
on the implementation of the major recommendations 
tions of the Inspection Unit; 

3. At the 13th meeting of the Fifth Committee, 
the Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions introduced the report 
of the Advisory Committee (A/32/258). The Chair
man of the Joint Inspection Unit addressed the Com
mittee at the same meeting. At the 14th meeting, the 
Under-Secretary-General for Administration and Man
agement replied to questions raised during the con
sideration of the reports mentioned in paragraph 2 
above. 

1 The General Assembly decided to consider subitem (b) in 
plenary meeting. 

I 

[Original: English] 
[19 December 1977} 

4. Comments made by delegations in the course 
of the discussion of the question are reflected in the 
relevant summary records of the meetings (A/C.5/32/ 
SR.13 and 14). 

5. At its 14th meeting, the Committee decided, 
without objection, to recommend to the General As
sembly that it take note of the above-mentioned re
ports (see para. 16 below). 

* * * 
6. When it resumed consideration of the question, 

at its 53rd, 58th, 61st, 66th, 69th and 70th meetings, 
on 30 November, 7, 12, 17 and 19 December, the 
Committee had before it the following documents: 

(a) A note by the Secretary-General (A/32/272) 
transmitting, with the concurrence of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions, the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on first
class travel in the United Nations organizations; 

(b) A note by the Secretary-General (A/32/272/ 
Add. I and Corr.1 ) transmitting the joint comments of 
the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination on 
the report of the Joint Inspection Unit; 

(c) The related report of the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/32/ 
384) containing its comments on the above-mentioned 
documents. 

The Committee also had before it, under this item, a 
note by tlie Secretary-General (A/32/327) transmit
ting the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on General 
Service Staff of the United Nations and Geneva-based 
specialized aegncies. 

7. At the 66th meeting, the representative of the 
United States of America introduced a revised draft 
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resolution (A/C.5/32/L.43/Rev.1) on behalf of Bar
bados, Canada, Nepal, Panama, Senegal and the United 
States of America, (for the text, see para. 15 below, 
draft resolution I). 

8. At the same meeting, the representative of Togo 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.5/32/L.44) on be
half of the Niger and Togo, joined by Egypt, Jordan 
and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and, subsequently, 
the Syrian Arab Republic. The draft resolution read 
as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling the provisions of resolution 1798 
(XVII) of 11 December 1962, 2128 (XX) of 
21 December 1965 and 2245 (XXI) of 20 Decem
ber 1966, regarding the system of travel and sub
sistence allowances to members of organs and sub
sidiary organs of the United Nations, 

"Recalling further resolution 3198 (XXVIII) of 
18 December 1973 on the standards of accommoda
tion for official travel of United Nations staff, 

"Aware of the desirability for economy in the 
conduct of operations of the United Nations as far 
as possible, 

"1. Notes the report on first-class travel in the 
United Nations organizations submitted by the Joint 
Inspection Unit (see A/32/272) and the note of the 
Secretary-General (A/32/272/ Add.1 and Corr.1) 
as well as the report of the Advisory Committee 
(A/32/384); 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to .study 
ways and means of implementing more economy in 
the appropriations expended on United Nations 
travel (i.e. authorization of strictly necessary travel, 
possibility of chartered flights, excursion tickets, etc.) 
and report to the thirty-third session of the General 
Assembly." 

9. At the 69th meeting, after some discussion on 
draft resolutions (A/C.5/32/L.43/Rev.1 and A/C.5/ 
32/L.44, a procedural debate followed as a result of 
which, inter alia, a motion proposed by the Niger to 
give priority in the vote to draft resolution A/C.S/32/ 
L.44 was rejected by 47 votes to 36, with 18 absten
tions. 

10. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.5/32/L.43/Rev.1 by a recorded 
vote of 64 to 12, with 26 abstentions (see para. 15 be
low, draft resolution I). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Austria, Bahamas, 
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan, Bulgaria, 
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Can
ada, Central African Empire, Chad, China, Colombia, 
Costa· Rica, Cuba, Denmark, El Salvador, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Finland, France, German Democratic Republic, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Guyana, Honduras, 
Hungary, Iceland, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Lux
embourg, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nor
way, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Singapore, 
Sweden, Thailand, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, 
Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Iran, 

Ivory Coast, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Niger, Nigeria, 
Peru, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo. 

Abstaining: Australia, Bahrain, Congo, Democratic 
Yemen, Egypt, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Jamaica, 
Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Mauritania, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Qatar, Sierra Leone, Spain, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Uganda. 

11. The sponsors of draft resolution' A/C.5 /32/ 
L.44 announced that they had decided to withdraw it. 

12. Comments made by delegations in the course 
of the discussion of this question, as well as the ex
planations of vote, are reflected in the relevant sum
mary records of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.53, 58, 
61, 66 and 69) . 

* * 
13. At its 70th meeting, the Committee considered 

a draft resolution (A/C.5/32/L.41), which was in
troduced by the representative of Belgium, regarding 
the content of the reports of the Secretary-General in 
implementation of the recommendations of the Joint 
Inspection Unit. 

14. The Committee decided, without objection, to 
adopt draft resolution A/C.5/32/L.41 (see para. 15 
below, draft resolution II). 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

15. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolutions: 

Draft resolution I 

FIRST-CLASS TRAVEL IN THE UNITED NATIONS 
ORGANIZATIONS 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the provisions of its resolutions 1798 
(XVII) of 11 December 1962, 2128 (XX) of 21 De
cember 1965 and 2245 (XXI) of 20 December 1966 
regarding the system of travel and subsistence allow
ances to members of organs and subsidiary organs of 
the United Nations, 

Recalling further its resolution 3198 (XXVIII) of 
18 December 1973 on the standards of accommodation 
for official travel of United Nations staff, 

Aware of the desirability for economy in the conduct 
of operations of the United Nations, 

Conscious of the considerable cost differential be·· 
tween first class, economy class and other air fares, 

Desiring to achieve substantial savings by reducing 
as far as possible the amount expended on travel by 
the United Nations, 

1. Notes the report on first-class travel in the 
United Nations organizations submitted by the Joint 
Inspection Unit (see A/32/272) and the note by the 
Secretary-General (A/32/272/ Add.l and Corr.l ) as 
well as the report of the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions (A/32/384); 

2. Decides that the principle of seeking the most 
economical air-fare structures shall be implemented 
as follows: 
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(a) The Secretary-General and one representative 
uf each Member State attending regular, special or 
(·mergency special sessions of the General Assembly 
;;!Jail be entitled to first-class travel; 

(b) Other persons previously entitled to first-class 
rravel under General Assembly resolutions 2245 (XXI) 
_md 3198 (XXVIII) and those chairmen of intergov
ernmental committees at present entitled to travel paid 
t•y the United Nations shall be entitled to .first-class 
travel only when the duration of a particular flight 
..:xceeds nine hours (by the most direct and economical 
route), including scheduled stops for such purposes 
.,s change of planes or refuelling, but excluding travel 
tirne to and from airports; 

(c) Payment by the United Nations for travel ex
l'enses in all other cases shall be limited to the least 
~·ostly air-fare structure regularly available, or its equi
valent, by recognized public carrier via the shortest 
,-wd most direct route; 

3. Authorizes the Secretary-General to exercise his 
discretion in making exceptions in the most exigent 
•'ircumst~nces to allow first-class travel on a case-by
··:a<;e basis: 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report an
JJually to the General Assembly on the implementation 
of the present resolution, noting all exceptions made 
under paragraph 3 above, the reasons therefor and the 
~:tvings achieved through utilization of economy and 
uther air fares. 

Draft resolution II 

REPORT OF THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling paragraph 7 of its resolution 2924 B 
lXXVII) of 24 November 1972, in which it requested 
~he Secretary-General to submit annually to the Gen
~ral Assembly a succinct report on those major rec
:Hmnendations of the Joint Inspection Unit affecting 

the United Nations which have not been implemented, 
together with the reasons therefor, 

Recalling the decision of 20 November 1975,2 in 
which it, inter alia, requested the Secretary-General to 
give priority to the implementation of the recommenda
tions of the Joint Inspection Unit approved by the 
legislative bodies and to provide adequate information 
thereon in his annual reports, 

Having considered the ninth annual report of the 
Joint Inspection Unit (see A/C.S/32/6) the report 
of the Secretary-General on the implementation of 
major recommendations of the Unit (A/C.S/32/10) 
and the report of the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions (A/32/258), 

Decides that the future reports of the Secretary
General in implementation of the recommendations of 
the Joint Inspection Unit should provide concise in
formation only with regard to those reports that have 
been indicated by the Unit to be of interest to the 
General Assembly, one of its Main Committees or its 
other subsidiary organs. 

16. The Fifth Committee also recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
decision: 

The General Assembly takes note of the following 
documents: 

(a) Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on its 
activities for the period 1 July 1976-30 June 1977 
(see A/C.5/32/6); 

(b) Report of the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions on the imple
mentation of the major recommendations of the Joint 
Inspection Unit (A/32/258); 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the im
plementation of the major recommendations of the 
Joint Inspection Unit (A/C.S/32/10). 

2 See Official Records of the General A~\\cmb/y, Thirtieth 
Session, Supplement No. 34, p. 147, item 99. para. (d). 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEl\'IBL Y 

At its 102nd plenary meeting, on 14 December 1977, the General Assembly, 
in accordance with articles 2 to 4 of the statute of the Joint Inspection Unit,3 

appointed six persons as members of the Unit for a five-year term and five 
persons as members of the Unit for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 1978 
(see decision 32/3174 ). 

At its llOth plenary meeting, on 21 December 1977, the General Assembly 
voted on draft resolutions I and II submitted by the Fifth Committee in its 
report (A/32/489, para. 15). An oral amendment proposed by Uruguay to 
add the words "the Director-General for Development and International Eco
nomic Co-operation, Under-Secretaries-General and Assistant Secretaries-Gen
eral" in operative paragraph 2 (a) of draft resolution I was rejected by a recorded 
vote of 57 to 56, with 21 abstentions; the draft resolution was adopted by a 
recorded vote of 98 to 7, with 30 abstentions. Draft resolution II was adopted 
without objection. For the final texts, see resolutions 32/198 and 32/199.4 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the recommendation made by 
the Fifth Committee in paragraph 16 of the same report (see decision 32/4484 ). 

3 General Assembly resolution 31 I 192, annex. 
4 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second 'iessiorz, Su['plemmt 

No. 45. 
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CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NoTE. This check list contains the documents pertaining to agenda item 104 
that are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 
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A/32/237 Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the implications of additional 
languages in the United Nations system: note by the Secretary
General transmitting the report 

A/32/258 Implementation of major recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit: 
report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions 

A/32/272 Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on first-class travel in the United 
Nations organizations: note by the Secretary-General transmitting the 
report 

A/32/272/ Add.! : note by the Secretary-General transmitting the comments of 
and Corr.l the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination 

A/32/327 Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on General Service staff of the 
United Nations and Geneva-based specialized agencies: note by the 
Secretary-General transmitting the report 

A/32/345 and Add.l Appointment of the members of the Joint Inspection Unit: note by the 
President of the General Assembly 

A/32/384 Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on first-class travel in the United 
Nations organizations: report of the Advisory Committee on Admin
istrative and Budgetary Questions 

A/C.5/32/6 Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on its activities during the period 
1 July 1976-30 June 1977: note by the Secretary-General transmitting 
the report 

A/C.5/32/10 Implementation of major recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit: 
report of the Secretary-General 

A/C.5/32/L.1 Work programme of the Joint Inspection Unit for 1977 

A/C.5/32/L.41 Belgium: draft resolution 

A/C.5/32/L.43 Barbados, Canada, Nepal, United States of America: draft resolution 

A/C.5/32/L.43/Rev.1 Revised draft resolution 

A/C.5/32/L.44 Draft resolution 

Printed in U.S.A. 

Observations and references 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

See A/32/489, para. 15, draf 
resolution II 

Replaced by A/C.5/32/L.43. 
Rev.1 

For the sponsors and th< 
text, see A/32/489, paras 
7 and 15, draft resolution 

Idem, para. 8 
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DOCUMENT A/32/410 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

INTRODUCTION 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly decided to include this 
item in the agenda of its thirty-second session and to 
allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. The Fifth Committee considered the item at 
its 25th, 30th, 32nd, 33rd and 49th meetings, between 
25 October and 23 November. Comments made by 
delegations in the course of the discussion on this 
item are reflected in the relevant summary records of 
meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.25, 30, 32, 33 and 49). 

3. The Committee had before it for its considera
tion the report of the Committee on Conferences (A/ 
32/32) and the relevant parts of the report of the 
Economic and Social Council (A/32/3, chap. VII, 
sect. I and chap. VIII, sect. E). 

PROPOSALS 

A. Draft resolution and recommendations submitted 
by the Committee on Conferences 

4. At the 25th meeting, the Chairman of the Com
mittee on Conferences introduced the Committee's re
port and called attention to the recommendations in
cluding a draft resolution (A/32/32, para. 168, 
recommendation 7). 

5. At the 30th meeting, the representative of New 
Zealand suggested that, in the operative paragraph of 
section IV of the draft resolution, the phrase "reducing 
the cancellation of scheduled meetings" should be 
amended to read "reducing the wastage resulting from 
the cancellation of scheduled meetings", in conformity 
with the wording appearing in paragraph 103 of the 
Committee's report. 

1 

[Original: English] 
[7 December 1977] 

6. At the 32nd meeting, the representative of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics submitted amend
ments (A/C.5/32/L.l3) to the draft resolution 
whereby: 

(a) The following new operative paragraph 2 
would be added: 

"2. Decides that, beginning in 1978, sessions of 
the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space will be held alternately 
in New York and Geneva;" 

and the following paragraphs would be renumbered; 
(b) In the new operative paragraph 3, the phrase 

"bearing in mind paragraph 2 above" would be added 
after the word "Approves". 

7. The representative of the Union of Soviet So
cialist Republics then orally revised his amendment 
to read as follows: 

[Same text as operative paragraph 2 in section I 
of draft resolution I contained in paragraph 20 below.] 

8. The representative of Canada made an oral 
proposal that the new operative paragraph 2 proposed 
by the USSR be amended to read as follows: 

"2. Decides to refer questions concerning the 
venue of sessions of the Legal Sub-Committee of the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 
back to the Committee on Conferences for its con
sideration;". 

9. After a procedural debate concerning the order 
of voting on the subamendment and the amendment, 
the Committee decided, at its 33rd meeting, to vote 
first on the USSR amendments. It then adopted the 
amendments (A/C.5/32/L.13), as orally revised, by 
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51 votes to 7, with 18 abstentions. lt was accordingly 
decided that the 1978 session ( 13 March-7 April) of 
the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space should be held at Gen
eva. 

1 0. The Committee did not, therefore, vote on 
the Canadian amendment. 

11. The Committee agreed, without a vote, to the 
oral amendment proposed by the representative of 
New Zealand (see para. 5 above). 

12. The Committee adopted, by consensus, the 
draft resolution submitted by the Committee on Con
ferences, as amended (see para. 20 below, draft reso
lution I). 

13. The Committee also decided, without a vote, 
to recommend to the General Assembly that it approve 
recommendations 2, 4 and 5 of the Committee on 
Conferences (see A/32/32, para. 168), which had not 
been incorporated in the draft resolution submitted by 
that Committee (see para. 21 below). 

Decisions of the Committee 

14. At its 33rd meeting, the Fifth Committee took 
the following decisions, by consensus, with regard to 
the draft calendar of conferences contained in the re
port of the Committee on Conferences (A/32/32, 
annex I A): 

(a) It decided, on a proposal by Argentina, that 
the dates of the 1978 United Nations Conference on 
Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries, 
to be held at Buenos Aires, should be amended to 
read "30 August-12 September", instead of "August/ 
September"; 

(b) It decided, on a proposal by Italy supported 
by other delegations, that the proposed dates of 16 Oc
tober to 10 November 1978 for the United Nations 
Conference on an International Code of Conduct on 
the Transfer of Technology should be amended to read 
"To be determined", it being understood that the Con
ference would, in fact, take place in 1978. It was 
pointed out that arrangements for the Conference were 
being discussed at Geneva by a preparatory group of 
experts; 

(c) It decided, on a further suggestion by Italy, 
that the dates of the 1978 session of the Committee on 
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, originally proposed 
as 19 to 30 June, should read "to be determined". 

It was pointed out that the session referred to in 
subparagraph (c) would overlap with the special ses
sion of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament. 

15. The Chairman stated that the calendar of con
ferences would be adjusted to take account of any 
changes and additions approved by the General As
sembly at its thirty-second session and of any other 
changes that did not have financial implications. The 
calendar would be issued in its final version in Jan
uary 1978. 

B. Draft resolutions A/C.5/32/L.l2 
and A!C.5!32/L.l2/Rev.J 

16. At its 30th meeting, the Committee had before 
it a draft resolution (A/C.5/32/L.12) sponsored by 
Bangladesh, Canada, Costa Rica, Egypt, Ghana, India, 
Japan, Nigeria, the Philippines, Peru and the United 
States of America. The draft resolution read as fol
lows: 

"The General Assembly 

"I. Decides to establish, on a continuing basis, 
a Committee on Conferences composed of twenty
two Member States; 

" ... [text of operative paragraphs 2-4 same as 
that of draft resolution 11 contained in paragraph 20 
below, with the exception of the first word of para
graph 4, which read 'Invites']." 

At the same meeting, the representative of New Zea
land proposed that the word "Invites" should be re
placed by "Requests" in operative paragraph 4. 

At the 32nd meeting, the representative of Bang
ladesh introduced, on behalf of the sponsors of the 
initial text, and of Barbados, Kenya and New Zealand, 
a revised draft resolution (A/C.5/32/L.l2/Rev.1) 
(for the text, see para. 20 below, draft resolution II). 

17. At its 49th meeting, the Committee considered 
the revised draft resolution and the note by the Secre
tary-General (A/C.S/32/41) on the admi~istrative 
and financial implications of the draft resolutiOn. The 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administra
tive and Budgetary Questions informed the Fifth Com
mittee that the Advisory Committee had recommended 
approval of an appropriation for two n.ew po~t~ .re
quested for the Interpretation and Meetmgs DIVIsiOn 
of the Department of Conference Services. It had as
sumed that the cost of servicing the meetings of the 
Committee on Conferences shown in the Secretary
General's statement of financial implications would be 
absorbed. 

18. The Committee approved, without a vote, an 
appropriation of $54,100 under s.ection 23A for ~he 
2 new posts (1 P-3 and 1 G-4/ 1) 111 the InterpretatiOn 
and Meetings Division, and an additional $12,200 
under section 25 to cover the related staff assessment, 
which would be offset by a corresponding increase of 
$12,200 in the estimates of income under income sec
tion I. It expected that the cost of servicing the meet
ings of the Committee on Conferences would be ab
sorbed. 

19. The Committee then adopted by consensus 
draft resolution A/C.5 /32/L.12/Rev.l. 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

20. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolutions: 

Draft resolution I 

PATTERN OF CONFERENCES 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 1202 (XII) of 13 Decem

ber 1957, 1851 (XVII) of 19 December 1962, 1987 
(XVIII) of 17 December 1963, 2116 (XX) of 21 De
cember 1965, 2239 (XXI) of 20 December 1966, 
2361 (XXII) of 19 December 1967, 2478 (XXIII) 
of 21 December 1968, 2609 (XXIV) of 16 Decem
ber 1969, 2693 (XXV) of 11 December 1970, 2834 
(XXVI) of 17 December 1971, 2960 (XXVII) of 
13 December 1972, 3351 (XXIX) of 18 December 
1974, 3491 (XXX) of 15 December 1975 and 31/140 
of 17 December 1976, 

Concerned at the magnitude of the additional costs 
incurred as a result of inten,essional departures from 
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the approved calendar of conferences and at the con
tinued waste of resources through the cancellation of 
meetings, 

I 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of 
the Committee on Conferences (A/32/32) established 
by its resolution 3351 (XXIX); 

2. Decides that sessions of the Legal Sub-Com
mittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space will be held alternately at Geneva and New 
York; 

3. Approves, bearing in mind paragraph 2 above, 
the draft calendar of conferences and meetings for 
1978-1979 set forth in annex I A to the report of the 
Committee on Conferences; 

II 
1. Takes note of the successful application of the 

one-stage system of meeting records with corrigenda, 
which made savings possible (ibid., chap. IV); 

2. Expresses the hope that this system will be ad
ministered so as to provide continued substantial sav
ings to the Organization; 

3. Urges bodies entitled to meeting records to 
dispense with them for particular discussions, whether 
of an informal nature or otherwise, when they are not 
absolutely necessary; 

4. Decides that the criteria, which were adopted 
on an experimental basis for the current biennium, 
should be continued and used more widely; 

III 
1. Calls upon all bodies to keep to a minimum the 

intersessional departures from the approved calendar 
of conferences; 

2. Affirms that, if and when intersessional depar
tures are granted, the servicing should be financed 
from the approved appropriations for conference serv
ices; 

3. Urges all bodies to conclude their work within 
the time allotted to them; 

IV 
Sets forth the following guidelines for reducing the 

wastage resulting from cancellation of scheduled meet
ings: 

1. The substantive secretariat of each body should 
circulate to the members before the first meeting of 
each session a draft agenda and time-table for the 
completion of consideration of items, taking into ac
count the availability of documentation. 

2. The programme for each meeting should in
clude more than one agenda item so that, if considera
tion of an item is interrupted or completed, the mem
bers may pass on to another item. 

3. In order that delegations may initiate substantive 
discussion at the first meeting, after the organization 
of work, committee secretaries should consult with 
delegations before the opening of the session to ascer
tain whether some representatives would be prepared 
to speak on the first substantive item at the opening 
meeting. As is the practice of the General Assembly, 
a list of speakers should be compiled several days in 
advance of the debate on each item. It would in general 
be advisable to convene meetings only when there are 

a sufficient number of speakers to ensure adequate 
utilization of available resources. 

4. The secretariat of each body should make sure 
that documentation is made available to all members 
sufficiently in advance of the session to permit proper 
study c~ it and, in consultation with the chairman, 
should schedule meetings only when the documentation 
has been available for an adequate period. 

5. In planning the requirements for a given session, 
allowance should be made for at least one day towards 
the end of the session without meetings so that draft 
reports, resolutions and decisions can be prepared 
without interfering with the committee's business. 

6. Committee secretaries should identify any pos
sible overlapping in the membership of their committee 
with that of certain others, particularly those in the 
same field of activity, with a view to reducing the likeli
hood of conflicting meeting schedules; the Committee 
on Conferences, in its own examination of the proposed 
calendars, should also pay particular attention to this 
point. 

7. The secretary of each body should bring to the 
attention of members, as appropriate, any resolutions 
and decisions on the regulation of meetings and con
ferences, including directives on the allocation and 
utilization of conference resources. 

8. The secretary of each body should inform the 
members. at the beginning of each session, of the con
ference resources, including the number of meetings 
and the extent of interpretation services, made avail
able to the body and should given them a brief account, 
at appropriate intervals during the session, of the use 
they have been making of those resources. 

Draft resolution ll 

COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCES 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3351 (XXIX) of 18 De
cember 1974, 

Having noted the report of the Committee on Con
ferences (A/32/32), 

1. Decides to retain the Committee on Confer
ences, composed of twenty-two Member States, subject 
to review of its terms of reference as required; 

2. Requests the President of the General Assembly, 
after consultations with the chairmen of the regional 
groups, to appoint Member States, on the basis of an 
equitable geographical balance, to serve on the Com
mittee for a three-year term; 

3. Decides that the Committee on Conferences 
shall have the terms of reference set forth below: 

(a) To advise the General Assembly on the calen
dar of conferences; 

(b) To act on behalf of the General Assembly in 
dealing with departures from the approved calendar 
of conferences that have administrative and financial 
implications; 

(c) To recommend to the General Assembly 
means to provide the optimum apportionment of con
ference resources, facilities and services, including doc
umentation, in order to ensure their most efficient and 
effective use; 
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(d) To advise the General Assembly on the current 
and future requirements of the Organization for con
ference services, facilities and documentation; 

scheduling of their regular meetings and with regard 
to any proposed changes in their established pattern 
of sessions. 

(e) To advise the General Assembly on means 
to ensure improved co-ordination of conferences within 
the United Nations system, including conference serv
ices and facilities, and to conduct the appropriate con
sultations in that regard; 

* * * 
21. The Fifth Committee also recommends to the 

General Assembly that it approve recommendations 2, 
4 and 5 as set forth in paragraph 168 of the report of 
the Committee on Conferences (A/32/32). 

4. Requests its subsidiary bodies to seek the advice 
of the Committee on Conferences with regard to the 

Document No. 

A/32/3 

A/32/32 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 99th plenary meeting, on 9 December 1977, the General Assembly 
took note of the decisions taken by the Fifth Committee as set forth in para
graph 14 of its report (A/32/410). 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted draft resolutions I and II 
submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (ibid., para. 20). For the final 
texts, see resolutions 32/71 and 32/72.1 

Also at the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the recommendation made 
by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 21 of the same report (see decision 32/4201). 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/332 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly decided to allocate to the 
Fifth Committee agenda item 106, entitled "Scale of 
assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of 
the United Nations: report of the Committee on Con
tributions". 

2. The Fifth Committee considered that item at 
its 16th, 18th and 22nd to 24th meetings, between 
13 and 24 October. 

3. It had before it the report of the Committee 
on Contributions containing the draft resolution rec
ommended by that Committee (A/32/11, sect. IX) 
which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly 

"Resolves that: 

" ... [text of subparagraphs (a) to (b) and (j) same 
a> subparagraphs (a) to (i) of the draft resolution 
contained in paragraph 11 below, with the excep
tion of subparagraphs (g), (g) (ii), (g) (iii}, (g) (v) 
and (g) (vi) which included the Socialist Republic of 
Viet Nam; subparagraph (i) read as follows: 

"(i) Notwithstanding the provisions of subpara
graph (f) of General Assembly resolution 3062 
(XXVIII) of 9 November 1973, the Republic of 
South Viet Nam 1 shall be called upon to contribute 
towards the 1976 expenses of those United Nations 
activities in which it participated at the rate of one 
half of 0.06 per cent, and the Socialist Republic 
of Viet Nam shall contribute towards the 1976 and 
1977 expenses of the activities in which it par-

1 Formerly the Republic of Viet-Nam. 

I 

[Original: English] 
[23 November 1977] 

ticipated at the rate of one half of 0.02 per cent 
and at 0.03 per cent, respectively;]". 

4. At the 16th meeting, the Chairman of the Com
mittee on Contributions orally introduced that Com
mittee's report (A/32/11 and Add.l, Add.l/Corr.l 
and Add.2) at which time he drew attention to the 
fact that the draft resolution contained recommenda
tions for rates of assessment for 1977, 1978 and 1979 
for the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam as a non
member State. In view of that State's admission to 
membership in the United Nations on 20 September 
1977, the recommendations for those years were no 
longer valid and should be deleted from the draft 
resolution pending reconsideration of the matter by 
the Committee on Contributions. Specifically, all refer
ence to the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam should be 
deleted from subparagraph (g) of the draft resolution. 
Also, subparagraph (i) should be amended to read 
as follows: 

"(i) Notwithstanding the provisions of subpara
graph (f) of General Assembly resolution 3062 
(XXVIII) of 9 November 1973, the Republic of 
South Viet-Nam1 and the Socialist Republic of Viet 
Nam shall contribute towards the 1976 expenses of 
the activities in which they participated at the rate 
of one half of 0.06 per cent and at one half of 
0.02 per cent, respectively". 

5. At the 24th meeting, the Chairman of the Com
mittee on Contributions responded to a number of 
questions which had been addressed to him. 

6. The comments and observations of delegations 
during the discussion of this item, the reservations 
expressed and the explanations of vote, as well as the 
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de~ire expressed hy some delegations which would 
have wished their views to be set out in full in the 
report of the Fifth Committee, are reflected in the 
summary records of the meetings (A/C.5 /32/SR.16, 
18 and 22-24). 

7. At the 24th meeting, the representative of Viet 
Nam, referring to subparagraph (i) of the draft reso
lution proposed that the rate of assessment for 1976 of 
one half of 0.06 per cent for the Republic of South 
Viet Nam be reduced to one half of 0.02 per cent 
owing to the fact that his country had just come out of 
:1 disastrous war and his belief that the rate of assess
ment of 0.06 per cent was based on figures which did 
'lot reflect the real national income of South Viet Nam. 
A.lternatively, he proposed that subparagraph (i) be 
deleted and the Committee postpone a decision on the 
matter pending agreement between his Government 
and the financial organs of the United Nations. 

8. In response to an inquiry, the Chairman of the 
Committee on Contributions explained that subpara
graph (i) related to the contributions of non-member 
States. As such, its deletion would not affect the scale 
of assessments. 

Decision of the Committee 

9. At the suggestion of some delegations, the Fifth 
Committee decided that, notwithstanding subpara
graph (f) of General Assembly resolution 3062 
(XXVIII) of 9 November 1973, subparagraph (i) of 
the draft resolution be deleted and the matter referred 
to the Committee on Contributions for further con
~ideration at its following session. 

10. At the same meeting, the draft resolution, as 
amended, v. as adopted by a roll-call vote of 90 to 2, 
with 12 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In fanna: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Canada, Central African Empire, Chad, 
China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Egypt, Fiji, Finland, France, 
Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Hungary, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Ivory Coast, J a
maica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's 
Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nepal, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Romania, 
Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, Vene
zuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Libyan Arab Ja!T!ahiriya, Singapore. 

A b1·taining: Angola, Bangladesh, Belgium, Italy, 
I "'· ~mhnurg, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Spain, 
._,,_ · 111 Arab Republic, Togo, United States of America. 
The repre~entatives of Thailand and the United Re
public of Tanzania later informed the Secretariat that, 
had they been present during the voting, they would 
have voted in favour of the draft resolution. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

11. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

SCALE OF ASSESSMENTS FOR THE APPORTIONMENT 
OF THE EXPENSES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

The General Assembly 

Resolves that: 

(a) The scale of assessments for the contributions 
of Member States to the United Nations budget for the 
financial years 1978 and 1979 shall be as follows: 
Member State 

Afghanistan ................................ . 
Albania ................................... . 
Algeria ................................... . 
Angola ................................... , . 
Argentina . . . . ............................. . 
Australia .................................. . 
Austria .................................... . 
Bahamas ................................... . 
Bahrain . . . . .............................. . 
Bangladesh . . . ............................ . 
Barbados .................................. . 
Belgium ................................... . 
Benin .................................... . 
Bhutan .................................... . 
Bolivia .................................... . 
Botswana . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . 
Brazil ..................................... . 
Bulgaria . . ................................ . 
Burma ............... · .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Burundi ................................... . 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic ........... . 
Canada ................................... . 
Cape Verde ................................ . 
Central African Empire ...................... . 
Chad ...................................... . 
Chile ..................................... . 
China ..................................... . 
Colombia .................................. . 
Comoros .................................. . 
Congo ..................................... . 
Costa Rica ................................. . 
Cuba ...................................... . 
Cyprus . . . . . . . . . ......................... . 
Czechoslovakia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Democratic Kampuchea ...................... . 
Democratic Yemen .......................... . 
Denmark . . . . . . . . ....................... . 
Dominican Republic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 
Ecuador ................................... . 
Egypt ................................. ·. · · 
El Salvador . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Equatorial Guinea ........................... . 
Ethiopia ................................... . 
Fiji ................... ·. ·. · · · · · · ·· · ·· · · · · · · 
Finland .................................... . 
France .................................... . 
Gabon .................................... . 
Gambia . . ................................ . 
German Democratic Republic ................. . 
Germany, Federal Republic of ................. . 
Ghana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 
Greece .................................... . 
Grenada . . . .......................... . 
Guatemala ................................ . 
Guinea .................................... . 
Gumea-Bissau .............................. . 
Guyana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
Haiti ............................. · · · · · · · · · 
Honduras .................................. . 
Hungary ................................... . 

Per cent 

0.01 
0 01 
0.10 
0.02 
0.84 
1.54 
0 64 
O.ot 
0.01 
0.04 
O.ot 
1.08 
O.ol 
O.ot 
O.oi 
0.01 
1.04 
0.14 
0.01 
O.Dl 
0.41 
3.04 
0 01 
0 01 
O.Gl 
0.09 
5.50 
0.11 
0.01 
0 01 
0.02 
0.11 
0.01 
0.84 
0.01 
0.01 
0.64 
0 02 
0 02 
0.08 
0.01 
0 01 
0.01 
0 01 
0.44 
5.82 
0.01 
O.ot 
1.33 
7.70 
0.02 
0.35 
O.Dl 
0.02 
0.01 
0 01 
0 01 
0 01 
0.01 
0.33 



At ember !-Jtate 

Iceland ..... 
India ..................................... . 
Indone;ia .................................. . 
Iran ....................................... . 
Iraq ....................................... . 
Ireland . . ............................... . 
Israel . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....................... . 
Italy . . . . . . . . . . . .......................... . 
Ivory Coast ................................ . 
Jamaica ................................... . 
Japan ..................................... . 
Jordan . . . . . ............................. . 
Ken~ a .................. .' .................. . 
Kuwait . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... . 
Lao People's Democratic Republic ............. . 
Lebanon .................................. . 
Lesotho .................................. . 
Liberia .................................... . 
Lrbyan Arab Jamahiriya . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
Luxembourg ................................ . 
Madagascar ................................ . 
Malawi .................................... . 
Malaysia ................................... . 
Maldive, .................................. . 
Mah . . . . . . ............................. . 
Malta ..................................... . 
Mauritanw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
M.tuntrus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 
Mexico .................................... . 
Mongolia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 
Morocco ................................. . 
Mozambique . . . . ......................... . 
Nepal ................................... . 
Netherl.tmb ................................ . 
New Zealand . . . . . ........................ . 
Nicaragua .................................. . 
Niger .................................. . 
Nigeria .................................. . 
Norway . . . . . ............................. . 
Oman ................................... . 
Paki-;tan 
Pan.tma . . . . . ............................ . 
Papua Ne'A Guinea . . . . . . . . . . ............. . 
Paraguay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Peru . . . ............................ . 
Philippines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . 
Poland . . . . . . . . . . . . ................... . 
Portugal . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... . 
Qat.tr ............................ . 
Romania ................................ . 
Rw . .tnda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . 
Samoa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... . 
Sao Tome anJ Principe . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 
Saudi Arabia . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Senegal . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . 
Seychelle~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................... . 
Sierra Leone 
Singapore .. 
Somalia ... 
South Afnca 
Spam .. 
Sn Lanka . . ... 
Sud,m 
Surinam . . ............................... . 
S'Aa?J!and .. . .. ..................... .. 
Sweden ................................. . 
Syrian Arab Republic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Thatland .......................... . 
Togo . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . 
Trinrdad and Tobago . . . . . . . . . . ............. . 
TunJ>ia ..................... . 
Turkey . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . 
Uganda .................................. . 
Ukraim,m Soviet Socialist Republic ............. . 
Union of Sovret Socia]i,t Republics ............ . 
Unrted Arab Emirate> ....................... . 
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Per cent 

0.02 
0.68 
0.14 
0.40 
0.08 
0.15 
0.23 
3.38 
0,02 
0.02 
8.64 
O.Ql 
O.Ql 
0.15 
O.Ql 
O.o3 
O.Ql 
O.Ql 
0.16 
0.04 
O.Ql 
O.Ql 
0.09 
O.Ql 
O.Ql 
0.01 
O.Ql 
O.Ql 
0.79 
O.Ql 
0.05 
0.02 
0.01 
1.42 
0.26 
O.Ql 
O.Ql 
0.13 
0.45 
O.Ql 
0.07 
0.02 
0.01 
0.01 
0.06 
0.10 
1.39 
0.19 
0.02 
0.24 
O.Ql 
O.Ql 
0.01 
0.23 
O.Ql 
O.Ql 
O.Ql 
0.08 
0.01 
0.42 
1.53 
0.02 
0.01 
O.oJ 
O.Ql 
1.24 
0.02 
0.10 
0.01 
0.03 
0.02 
0.30 
O.oi 
1.53 

11.60 
O.Q7 

Member State Per cent 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.52 

United Republic of Cameroon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
United Republic of Tanzania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
United States of America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00 
Upper Volta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
Uruguay ....... .'.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.04 
Venezuela ... •... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.39 
Yemen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
Yugoslavia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.39 
Zaire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.02 
Zambia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.02 

100.00 

(b) Subject to rule 160 of the rules of procedure 
of the General Assembly, the scale of assessments given 
in subparagraph (a) above shall be reviewed by the 
Committee on Contributions in 1979 when a report 
shall be submitted to the Assembly for consideration 
at its thirty-fourth session; 

(c) Notwithstanding the terms of regulation 5.5 
of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, 
the Secretary-General shall be empowered to accept, 
at his discretion and after consultation with the Chair
man of the Committee on Contributions, a portion of 
the contributions of Member States for the calendar 
years 1978 and 1979 in currencies other than United 
States dollars; 

(d) For the year 1976, Seychelles, Angola and 
Samoa, which became Members of the United Nations 
on 21 September, 1 December and 15 December 1976, 
respectively, shall contribute amounts equal to one 
ninth of 0.02 per cent; 

(e) For the year 1977, Seychelles, Angola and 
Samoa shall contribute amounts equal to 0.02 per 
cent; 

(f) The contributions of the three new Member 
States for 1976 and 1977 shall be applied to the same 
basis of assessment as for other Member States, except 
that in the case of appropriations approved under Gen
eral Assembly resolution 3374 B (XXX) of 28 No
vember 1975, under section II of Assembly resolu
tion 3374 C (XXX) of 2 December 1975 and under 
Assembly resolutions 31/5 C and 31/5 D of 22 De
cember 1976 for the financing of the United Nations 
Emergency Force and of the United Nations Dis
engagement Observer Force, the contributions of those 
States, in accordance with the group of contributors 
to which they may be assigned by the Assembly, shall 
be calculated in proportion to the calendar year; 

(g) Subject to rule 160 of the rules of procedure 
of the General Assembly, States which are not Mem
bers of the United Nations but which participate in 
certain of its activities shall be called upon to con
tribute towards the 1978 and 1979 expenses of such 
activities on the basis of the following rates: 

Non-member Stale Per cent 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.05 
Holy See . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
Liechtenstein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
Monaco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
Nauru . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
Republic of Korea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.13 
San Marino . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
Switzerland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.96 
Tonga . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
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the following countries being called upon to contribute: Republic of Korea, 

San Marino, 

Switzerland; 

(i) To the International Court of Justice: 

Liechtenstein, 

San Marino, 

Switzerland; 

(ii) To the international control of narcotic drugs: 

Holy See, 

Liechtenstein, 

Monaco, 

Republic of Korea, 

Switzerland, 

Tonga; 

(iii) To the Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific: 

Republic of Korea; 

(iv) To the Economic Commission for Europe: 

Switzerland; 

(v) To the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development: 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 
Holy See, 

Liechtenstein, 
Monaco, 

(vi) To the United Nations Industrial Develop
ment Organization: 

Liechtenstein, 

Monaco, 

Republic of Korea, 

Switzerland; 

(h) Angola, which became a Member of the 
United Nations on 1 December 1976 but which parti
cipated in the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development with effect from 19 May 1976, shall 
be called upon to contribute towards the 1976 ex
penses of the Conference at the rate of one half of 
0.02 per cent; 

(i) Notwithstanding the provisions of subpara
graph (f) of General Assembly resolution 3062 
(XXVIII) of 9 November 1973 and subparagraph (h) 
of Assembly resolution 31/95 B of 14 December 1976, 
the Holy See, by virtue of its change in status from 
representative to observer to the United Nations In
dustrial Development Organization with effect from 
December 1975, shall not be called upon to contribute 
towards the expenses of that organization for the 
calendar years 1976 and 1977. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document Now 

At its 90th plenary meeting, on 2 December 1977, the General Assembly, 
by a recorded vote of 101 to 1, with 12 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution 
submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/32/332, para. 11). For the 
final text, see resolution 32/39.2 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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Letters dated 20 September and 3 October 1977 from the Secretary- Mimeographed 
General to the President of the General Assembly concerning the 
States in arrears in the payment of their contributions 
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(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

DOCUMENTS A/32/291 AND ADD.1 AND 2 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

DOCUMENT A./32!291 

[Original: English] 
[8 November 1977] 

1. At its 35th meeting, on 4 November 1977, the 
Fifth Committee considered a note by the Secretary
General (A/32/101) concerning the vacancies which 
would occur in the membership of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions as 
a result of the expiration on 31 December 1977 of the 

terms of office of five of its members. In addition, a 
sixth vacancy arose from the resignation of Mr. David 
L. Stottlemyer, effective 15 November 1977 (see (A/ 
32/101/Add.l), and it was necessary for the Fifth 
Committee to recommend to the General Assembly a 
replacement to fill the vacancy for the unexpired por
tion of Mr. Stottlemyer's term. 

2. The members of the Fifth Committee had been 
invited to submit the names of persons who might be 
recommended to the General Assembly for appoint
ment to the Advisory Committee in accordance with 

Annexes (32) 107 
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rules 155 and 156 of the rules of procedure of the 
Assembly. Six names were submitted for the considera
tion of the Committee (see A/C.5/32/31), including 
a nomination by the Government of the United States of 
America to fill the unexpired term of Mr. Stottlemyer. 

3. On the proposal of the Chairman, the Fifth 
Committee decided, without objection, to dispense with 
the secret ballot in view of the fact that there was no 
contest since there were six candidates for the six 
vacancies. 

4. The Fifth Committee then decided, by acclama
tion, to recommend Mr. Yasushi Akashi (Japan), 
Mr. Hou Tung (China), Mr. Guy Scalabre (France), 
Mr. Michael F. H. Stuart (United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland) and Mr. Morteza Talieh 
(Iran) to the General Assembly for appointment as 
members of the Advisory Committee on Administra
tive and Budgetary Questions for a three-year term 
beginning on 1 January 1978. The Committee also 
recommended Mrs. Virginia C. Housholder (United 
States of America) for appointment to the Advisory 
Committee, with effect from 15 November 1977, to fill 
the unexpired portion of Mr. Stottlemyer's appointment. 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly that it: 

(a) Appoint the following persons as members of 
the Advisory Committee on Administratve and Bud
getary Questions for a three-year term beginning on 
1 January 1978: 

Mr. Yasushi Akashi, 
Mr. Hou Tung, 
Mr. Guy Scalabre, 
Mr. Michael F. H. Stuart, 
Mr. Morteza Talieh; 
(b) Appoint the following person as a member 

of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions for a term beginning on 15 No
vember 1977 and ending on 31 December 1978: 

Mrs. Virginia C. Housholder. 

DOC"IJMENT A/32!291/ ADD.l 

[Original: English] 
[ 8 December 1977] 

1. At its 55th meeting, on 2 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee considered a note by the Secretary
General (A/32/101/Add.2) concerning the vacancy 
arising in the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions as a result of the resignation, 
with effect from 1 January 1978, of Mr. A. V. Grodsky 
from the membership of that Committee. 

2. Mr. V. K. Palamarchuk (Union of Soviet So
cialist Republics) was nominated by his Government 
(see A/C.5/32/3l/Add.1) to fill the vacancy in the 
membership of the Advisory Committee for the un
expired portion of Mr. Grodsky's appointment, until 
31 December 1978. 

3. On the proposal of the Chairman, the Fifth 
Committee decided, without objection, to dispense with 

the secret ballot in view of the fact that there was no 
contest. 

4. The Fifth Committee then decided, by acclama
tion, to recommend Mr. V. K. Palamarchuk to the 
General Assembly for appointment as a member of the 
Advisory Committee for a term effective 1 January 
1978 dnd expiring 31 December 1978. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the appointment of the following person 
as a member of the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions for a term beginning 
on 1 January 1978 and ending on 31 December 1978: 

Mr. V. K. Palamarchuk. 

DOCUMENT A/32/291/ ADD.2 

[Original: English] 
[ 19 December 1977] 

1. At its 64th meeting, on 15 December 1977, 
the Fifth Committee considered a note by the Secre
tary-General (A/C.S/32/100) concerning three new 
vacancies arising in the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions as a result of the 
adoption of General Assembly resolution 32/103 of 
14 December 1977 to expand the membership of that 
Committee from 13 to 16 members. 

2. The members of the Fifth Committee had been 
invited to submit the names of persons who might be 
recommended to the General Assembly for appoint
ment to the Advisory Committee, in accordance with 
the revised provisions of rules 155, 156 and 157 of the 
rules of procedure of the Assembly. Six names were 
submtted for the consideration of the Committee (see 
A/C.5/32/100). 

3. The Fifth Committee voted by secret ballot. 
The result of the voting was as follows: 

Number of ballot papers: 

Number of invalid ballots: 

Number of valid ballots: 
Abstentions: 

Number of members voting: 
Required majority: 

Number of votes obtained: 

138 
0 

138 
0 

138 
70 

Mr. Norman Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . 106 
Mr. Anwar Kemal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 
Mr. Hamed Arabi El-Houderi . . . . . 68 
Mr. G. S. 1yer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 

Mr. C. K. Sekyi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 
Mr. Michael Okeyo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

4. The Fifth Committee decided to recommend 
that Mr. Norman Williams (Panama) and Mr. Anwar 
Kemal (Pakistan), having received the required ma
jority, be appointed as members of the Advisory Com
mittee for a term of office commencing on 1 January 
1978. 
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5. Since none of the rema1mng candidates had 
obtained the required majority, it was necessary to 
hold a second election between the two candidates 
having received the next highest number of votes in 
order to determine the third candidate to be rec
ommended for appointment. 

6. After the process of voting had begun, the can
didature of Mr. Lyer was withdrawn in favour of the 
recommendation for appointment of Mr. El-Houderi. 
The Committee then decided, by acclamation, to rec
ommend Mr. Hamed Arabi El-Houderi (Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya) for appointment as a member of the 
Advisory Committee for a term of office commencing 
on 1 January 1978. 

7. The Committee had previously agreed to the 
proposal of the Chairman to draw lots to decide the 
duration of the terms of office of the three successful 
candidates. 

8. The Committee, accordingly, proceeded to draw 
lots to determine the duration of membership of each 
of the three candidates recommended for appointment. 
As a result, it was established that Mr. Williams would 
serve for a three-year term, Mr. Kemal for a two-year 
term and Mr. El-Houderi for a one-year term, com
mencing on 1 January 1978. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

9. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the appointment of the following per
sons as members of the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions beginning on 
1 January 1978: 

(a) For a one-year term: Mr. Hamed Arabi El
Houderi; 

(b) For a two-year term: Mr. Anwar Kemal; 
(c) For a three-year term: Mr. Norman Williams. 

(b) Committee on Contributions 

DOCUMENT A/32/292 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 40th meeting, on 11 November 1977, the 
Fifth Committee considered a note by the Secretary
General (A/32/102) concerning the vacancies which 
would occur in the Committee on Contributions as a 
result of the expiration on 31 December 1977 of the 
terms of office of six of its members. 

2. The members of the Fifth Committee had been 
invited to submit the names of persons who might be 
recommended to the General Assembly for appoint
ment to the Committee on Contributions in accordance 
with the provisions of rules 158 and 159 of the rules 
of procedure of the General Assembly. Nine names 
were submitted for the consideration of the Committee 
(see A/C.S /32/36). Subsequently, the nomination of 
one of the candidates was withdrawn. 

3. The Fifth Committee voted by secret ballot. 
The result of the voting was as follows: 

Number of ballot papers: 139 

Invalid ballots: 2 
Number of valid ballots: 137 
Abstentions: 0 
Number of members voting: 137 
Required majority: 69 

Number of votes obtained: 

Mr. Abdel Hamid Abdel-Ghani 127 
Mr. Japhet G. Kiti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127 
Mr. Atilio Norberto Molteni . . . . . . 110 

[Original: English] 
[25 November 1977] 

Mr. Carlos Moreira Garcia . . . . . . . 100 
Mr. Angus J. Matheson . . . . . . . . . . 81 
Mr. Leoncio Fernandez Maroto . . . 79 
Mr. John I. M. Rhodes . . . . . . . . . . 74 
Miss Fernanda Forcignano . . . . . . . . 73 

Two other persons received a total of 19 votes. 

4. The Fifth Committee decided to recommend 
that Mr. Abdel-Ghani (Egypt), Mr. Fernandez Ma
roto (Spain), Mr. Garcia (Brazil), Mr. Kiti (Kenya), 
Mr. Matheson (Canada) and Mr. Molteni (Argen
tina), having received the required majority, be ap
pointed as members of the CommitJee on Contributions 
for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 1978. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the appointment of the following per
sons as members of the Committee on Contributions 
for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 1978: 

Mr. Abdel Hamid Abdel-Ghani, 
Mr. Leoncio Fernandez Maroto, 
Mr. Carlos Moreira Garda, 
Mr. Japhet G. Kiti, 
Mr. Angus J. Matheson, 
Mr. Atilio Norberto Molteni. 



4 General Assembly-Thirty•seeond Session-Annexes 

(c) Board of Auditors 

DOCUMENT A/32/293 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 35th meeting, on 4 November 1977, the 
Fifth Committee considered a note by the Secretary
General (A/32/103) concerning the vacancy in the 
membership of the Board of Auditors which would 
occur as a result of the expiration of the term of 
office of one of its members on 30 June 1978. 

2. The members of the Fifth Committee had been 
invited to make suggestions in regard to the country 
whose Auditor-General (or officer holding the equi
valent title) might be recommended to the General 
Assembly for appointment as a member of the Board 
of Auditors. The Governments of Bangladesh and 
Colombia proposed, respectively, the Auditor-General 
of Bangladesh and Controller-General of Colombia to 
fill the vacancy (see A/C.5/32/33). 

3. The Committee voted by secret ballot. The 
result of the voting was as follows: 

Number of ballot papers: 

Invalid ballots: 

Number of valid ballots: 

121 
0 

121 

[Original: English] 
[8 November 1977] 

Abstentions: 0 
Number of members voting: 121 
Required majority: 62 

Number of votes obtained: 

The Auditor-General of Bangladesh . . 104 
The Controller-General of Colombia 17 

4. The Fifth Committee decided that the Auditor
General of Bangladesh, having received the required 
majority, be recommended for appointment as a mem
ber of the Board of Auditors for a three-year term 
beginning on 1 July 1978. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the appointment of the Auditor-General 
of Bangladesh as a member of the Board of Auditors 
for a three-year term beginning on 1 July 1978. 

(d) Investments Committee: confirmation of the appointments made 
by the Secretary-General 

DOCUMENT A/32/294 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 51st meeting, on 29 November 1977, the 
Fifth Committee considered a note by the Secretary
General (A/32/104) concerning vacancies in the In
vestments Committee. The Committee also had before 
it a note by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/32/27) in 
which he submitted for confirmation by the General 
Assembly the appointments as members of the United 
Nations Investments Committee, in accordance with 
the provisions of article 20 of the Regulations of the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, for three
year terms beginning on 1 January 1978, of Mr. Hamza 
Mirghani (appointment), Mr. David Montagu (reap
pointment) and Mr. Yves Oltramare (reappointment). 

2. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to recommend to the General Assembly that it confirm 
the appointments of Mr. Hamza Mirghani, Mr. David 

[Original: English] 
[ 8 December 1977] 

Montagu and Mr. Yves Oltramare for three-year terms 
beginning on 1 January 1978. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

3. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the confirmation of the appointment by 
the Secretary-General of the following persons as mem
bers of the Investments Committee for a three-year 
term beginning on 1 January 1978: 

Mr. Hamza Mirghani; 

Mr. David Montagu; 

Mr. Yves Oltramare. 
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(e) United Nation., Administrative Tribunal 

DOCUMENT A/32/295 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 17th meeting, on 14 October 1977, the 
Fifth Committee considered a note by the Secretary
General (A/32/105) concerning the vacancies which 
would occur in the membership of the United Nations 
Administrative Tribunal as a result of the expiration 
on 31 December 1977 of the terms of office of two 
of its members. 

2. The members of the Fifth Committee had been 
invited to submit the names of persons who might be 
recommended to the General Assembly for appoint
ment to the Administrative Tribunal, in accordance 
with the provisions of article 3, paragraphs 1 and 2, 
of the statute of the Tribunal (General Assembly reso
lution 351 A (IV)). Two names were submitted to 
the Committee (see A/C.5/32/21). 

3. On the proposal of the Chairman, the Fifth 
Committee decided without objection to dispense with 
the secret ballot in view of the fact that there was no 
contest since there were two candidates for the two 
vacancies. 

[Original: English] 
[26 October 1977] 

4. The Fifth Committee then decided, by acclama
tion, to recommend Mr. Francis T. P. Plimpton (United 
States of America) and Sir Roger Bentham Stevens 
(United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire
land) to the General Assembly for appointment as 
members of the United Nations Administrative Tri
bunal for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 
1978. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the appointment of the following per
sons as members of the United Nations Administrative 
Tribunal for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 
1978: 

Mr. Francis T. P. Plimpton, 
Sir Roger Bentham Stevens. 

(/) International Civil Service Commission 

DOCUMENT A/32/296 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 64th meeting, on 15 December 1977, the 
Fifth Committee considered a note by the Secretary
General (A/C.5/32/59) in which he submitted for 
confirmation by the General Asembly the appointments 
as members of the International Civil Service Com
mission for four-year terms of Mr. Antonio Fonseca 
Pimentel, Mr. A. H. M. Hillis, Mr. Akira Matsui, 
Mr. Jean-Louis Plihon and Mrs. Ersa H. Poston 
to fill the vacancies which would occur in the Com
mission as a result of the expiration on 31 December 
1977 of the terms of office of five of its members. The 
Committee also had before it a note by the Secretary
General ( A/32/106 and Corr.l) concerning the va
cancies. The Committee considered also (ibid.) the 
confirmation of appointment of Mr. R. M. Akwei for 
a one-year term to fill the unexpired portion of the 
term of office of the late Mr. Adu, and also considered 
confirmation of the designation of Mr. Akwei to serve 
as Vice-Chairman of the Commission from 1 January 
1978 to 31 December 1978. In that connexion, the 
Committee had before it a note by the Secretary
General (A/32/106/Add.l). 

2. The Committee decided, without objection, to 
recommend that the General Assembly should confirm 
the appointments of Mr. A. H. M. Hillis (United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), Mr. Akira 
Matsui (Japan), Mr. Antonio Fonseca Pimentel (Bra
zil), Mr. Jean-Louis Plihon (France) and Mrs. Ersa 

[Original: English] 
[19 December 1977] 

H. Poston (United States of America) for four-year 
terms commencing on 1 January 1978. The Committee 
also decided to recommend that the General Assembly 
should confirm the appointment of Mr. R. M. Akwei 
(Ghana) for a one-year term of office commencing 
on 1 January 1978 and further decided to recommend 
that Mr. Akwei should be designated to serve as Vice
Chairman of the International Civil Service Commis
sion until 31 December 1978. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

3. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly that it: 

(a) Appoint the following persons as members 
of the International Civil Service Commission for a 
four-year term beginning on 1 January 1978: 

Mr. A. H. M. Hillis, 
Mr. Akira Matsui, 
Mr. Antonio Fonseca Pimentel, 
Mr. Jean-Louis Plihon, 
Mrs. Ersa H. Poston; 
(b) Appoint the following person as a member 

of the International Civil Service Commission and as 
Vice-Chairman of the Commission for a one-year term 
beginning on 1 January 1978: 

Mr. R. M. Akwei. 
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
At its 66th plenary meeting, on 11 November 1977, the General Assembly 

adopted the recommendation made by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 5 of 
its report (A/32/291) (see decision 32/308 N). 

At its llOth plenary meeting, on 21 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the recommendation made by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 5 of 
its report (A/32/291/ Add.1) (see decision 32/308 B1 ). 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the recommendation made by 
the Fifth Committee in paragraph 9 of its report (A/32/291/Add.2) (see 
decision 32/308 C1 ). 

(b) Committee on Contributions 

At its 102nd plenary meeting, on 14 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the recommendation made by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 5 of 
its report (A/32/292) (see decision 32/3151 ). 

(c) Board of Auditors 
At its 66th plenary meeting, on 11 November 1977, the General Assembly 

adopted the recommendation made by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 5 of 
its report (A/32/293) (see decision 32/3091 ). 

(d) Investments Committee: confirmation of the appointments made by the 
Secretary-General 

At its 1 02nd plenary meeting, on 14 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the recommendation made by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 3 of 
its report (A/32/294) (see decision 32/3161 ). 

(e) United Nations Administrative Tribunal 
At its 66th plenary meeting, on 11 November 1977, the General Assembly 

adopted the recommendation of the Fifth Committee made in paragraph 5 of 
its report (A/32/295) (see decision 32/3101 ). 

(f) International Civil Service Commission 
At its 11 Oth plenary meeting, on 21 December 1977, the General Assembly 

adopted the recommendation made by the Fifth Committee in paragraph 3 of 
its report (A/32/296) (see decision 32/3251 ). 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/314 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-second session the item entitled 
"Personnel questions: (a) Composition of the Secre
tariat: report of the Secretary-General; (b) Other per
sonnel questions: report of the Secretary-General", and 
to allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. The Committee considered the item at its 4th, 
6th, 9th, lOth, 11th, 14th, 15th, 17th and 20th meet
ings, from 28 September to 19 October 1977. For its 
consideration of item 108 (a), the Committee had be
fore it the report of the Secretary-General on the com
position of the Secretariat (A/32/146) and a list of the 
staff of the Secretariat showing, by office, department 
and organizational unit, the names, functional titles, 
nationality and salary level of all staff members em
ployed as at 30 June 1977 (A/C.5/32/L.2). The 
Committee considered under item 108 (b) a report 
of the Secretary-General on the amendments made to 
the Staff Rules during the period from 1 July 1976 
to 30 June 1977 (A/C.5/32/3). 

3. At the request of some delegations, during its 
consideration of the item the Committee was provided 
by the Secretariat with information on the charac
teristics of staff appointed and promoted between 
1 July 1976 and 30 June 1977, issued in a conference 
room paper. Data on the distribution of the staff of 
the Secretariat by region and nationality were also 
provided in a conference room paper, following a 
request by the delegation of Poland. 

1 

[Original: English] 
[9 November 1977] 

I. COMPOSITION OF THE SECRETARIAT 

4. At the 14th meeting, the representative of India 
introduced a revised draft resolution (A/C.5/32/L.7/ 
Rev.1) sponsored by Ghana, India, Japan, Kenya and 
Trinidad and Tobago, which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [text of the preamble and operative para
graphs 1, 4 and 5 same as that of the preamble and 
operative paragraphs 1, 2 and 5 of draft resolution A 
contained in paragraph 16 below]; 

"2. Expresses the view that the report of the 
Secretary-General does not sufficiently fulfil the re
quirements of resolution 31 /26 and those of other 
relevant resolutions; 

"3. Urges the Secretary-General to redouble his 
efforts for the effective implementation of General 
Assembly resolutions 31/26, 31/27 and other rele
vant resolutions, within the framework of Ar
ticle 101, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United 
Nations;". 

5. At the 15th meeting, the representative of Japan, 
on behalf of the sponsors, taking into account the 
views expressed and the amendments proposed by a 
number of delegations during the discussion on the 
draft resolution, orally revised it as follows: 

(a) In operative paragraph 2, the words "suffi
ciently fulfil" were replaced by the words "entirely 
meet''; 
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(b) Operative paragraph 3 was replaced by the 
following: 

[Same text as operative paragraph 3 of draft resolu
tion A contained in paragraph 16 below]; 

(c) Operative paragraph 4 was renumbered op
erative paragraph 2 and paragraphs 2 and 3 were 
renumbered accordingly. 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
by consensus draft resolution A/C.5/32/L.7 /Rev.1, as 
orally revised (see para. 16 below, draft resolution A). 

7. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
United States of America said that he did not join 
in the consensus. The representative of the United 
Kingdom declared that, had there been a vote on the 
draft resolution, his delegation would have abstained. 

8. Also at the same meeting, the representative of 
Nepal introduced a draft decision on the composition 
of the Secretariat (A/C.5/32/L.8/Rev.1 ), which read 
as follows: 

"The General Assembly 
"1. Decides to request the Secretary-General to 

include in his forthcoming report on personnel ques
tions to be submitted to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-third session a special section reflecting 
the views of the United Nations personnel on: 

"(a) How to intensify their efforts to contribute 
in an impartial manner to the attainment of the 
aims and objectives of the Charter of the United 
Nations, particularly the maintenance of interna
tional peace and security and the promotion of 
social and economic development of the developing 
countries; 

"(b) How the morale of the United Nations 
personnel can be improved to this end; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to employ 
suitable techniques to ascertain the views of the 
United Nations personnel with the object of achiev
ing the goals set forth in paragraph 1 above." 
9. At the 17th meeting, the representative of Nepal, 

following a suggestion by Pakistan, announced that he 
would not press the draft decision to a vote provided 
that its text would be included in the present report. 

10. At the 20th meeting, the representative of Bar
bados introduced, and orally revised, a second version 
{A/C.5/32/L.9/Rev.2) of a revised draft resolution 
which he had introduced earlier to the Committee 
(A/C.5/32/L.9/Rev.l). The new text, which was spon
sored by the Bahamas, Barbados and Nigeria, was 
identical with that of draft resolution Bin paragraph 16 
below, except that operative paragraph 2 read as fol
lows: 

"2. Urges the Secretary-General to make greater 
efforts to appoint to senior posts both through re
cruitment and promotion younger people of out
standing ability and demonstrable potential;" 
11. At the same meeting, the representative of 

Ghana proposed that the words "in the context of 
General Assembly resolution 31 /26" be added after 
the words "greater efforts" in operative paragraph 2 
of the draft resolution. The amendment was accepted 
by the sponsors. 

12. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
by consensus draft resolution A/C.5/32/L.9/Rev.2, 

as orally revised (see para. 16 below, draft resolu
tion B). 

13. After the Chairman had announced a con
sensus, the representatives of the United States and of 
the United Kingdom said that their delegations could 
not participate in the consensus. 

14. The comments and observations made in the 
course of the discussion of this item, as well as the 
replies to queries raised, are reflected in the summary 
records of the meetings {A/C.5/32/SR.4, 6, 9-11, 14, 
15, 17 and 20). 

II. OTHER PERSONNEL QUESTIONS 

Decision of the Committee 
15. At the 4th meeting, the Chairman proposed 

that the Committee should recommend to the General 
Assembly that it take note of the amendments made by 
the Secretary-General to the Staff Rules. The CoJ?
mittee decided, without objection, to adopt the Chair
man's proposal (see para. 17 below). 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

16. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lutions: 

COMPOSITION OF THE SECRETARIAT 

A 
The General Assembly, 
Recalling its earlier resolutions on the composition 

of the Secretariat, in particular resolution 31/26 of 
29 November 1976, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the composition of the Secretariat (A/32/146), 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral; 

2. Further takes note of the assurances of the Sec
retary-General to provide to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-third session a full report on the implementa
tion of the directives and provisions contained in reso
lutions 31/26 and 31/27 of 29 November 1976; 

3. Expresses the view that the report of the Sec
retary-General does not entirely meet the requirements 
of resolution 31/26 and those of other relevant reso
lutions; 

4. Urges the Secretary-General to intensify his 
efforts for the effective implementation of General As
sembly resolutions 3416 (XXX) and 3417 A and B 
(XXX) of 8 December 1975, 31/26 and 31/27, in 
all their parts, and other relevant resolutions, within 
the framework of Article 101, paragraph 3 of the 
Charter of the United Nations; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in the submis
sion of his report to the General Assembly at its thirty
third session, to provide full data, including compara
tive numerical data, on the implementation of the 
relevant resolutions, particularly resolution 31/26, tak
ing fully into account the views and suggestions ex
pressed during the discussion on this item at the 
thirty-second session. 

B 
The General Assembly, 
Recalling its earlier resolutions on the composition 

of the Secretariat, in particular resolution 31/26 of 
29 November 1976, 
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Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the composition of the Secretariat (A/32/146), 

Noting that little progress has so far been achieved 
in respect of the implementation of resolution 31/26, 

Reaffirming that the paramount consideration in the 
employment of staff at every level is the necessity for 
the highest standards of efficiency, competence and 
integrity, and convinced that this is compatible with 
the principles of equitable geographical distribution, 

Noting with satisfaction the indication in the Secre
tary-General's bulletin 'Of 8 March 1977 that particular 
attention will be paid in the annual review of promo
tion to the selection of female staff members who are 
qualified for promotion or for assignment to positions 
of greater responsibility (ST/SGB/154, para. 8 (c)), 

Believing that greater efforts can be made to recruit 
younger persons to the Secretariat in order to reduce 
the average age of appointment at the base Professional 
grade, compatibly with the requirements of geograph
ical distribution, 

Welcoming the establishment of the panel to inves
tigate allegations of discriminatory treatment and to 
recommend appropriate action in accordance with 
paragraph 7 of General Assembly resolution 31/26,1 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to report sep
arately on the recruitment of young people below 
twenty-seven years of age in future reports on the 
composition of the Secretariat; 

2. Urges the Secretary-General to make greater 
efforts, in the context of General Assembly resolu
tion 31/26, to appoint to senior posts, both through 
recruitment and promotion, younger people of out
standing ability and demonstrable potential; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to report on all 
recruiting missions undertaken from now until the 
thirty-third session of the General Assembly, giving 
details of each mission, including publicity, groups con
tacted, meetings held, the number interviewed by age 
and sex, the number of candidates added to the roster 

1 See ST I AI/246. 

and the number of candidates appointed, and there
after report on this matter annually; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-third session an 
analysis of the ages of staff, on appointment and on 
promotion, in each of the Professional grades and 
above over the past twenty years separately for the 
ten-year periods 1959-1968 and 1969-1978, in order 
to evaluate and to formulate such policy guidelines as 
may be necessary in this area; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a 
breakdown of staff composition by grade and sex at 
the divisional level within departments and to include 
information on efforts made within each department 
to establish conditions of equality and an equitable 
balance between men and women staff members; 

6. Recommends that the Secretary-General should 
draw the attention of the appointment and promotion 
bodies to the special need to appoint, in the context 
of equitable geographical distribution, and promote 
qualified women, particularly at the more senior levels; 

7. Urges the Secretary-General, in order to enable 
the members of the panel established to investigate 
allegations of discriminatory treatment to discharge 
their duties with the utmost confidentiality and ex
pedition, to make the maximum time necessary avail
able to them without prejudice to their other functions 
and to make the necessary facilities available, including 
direct access to files necessary to the execution of their 
task, with the proper safeguards; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General, in his annual 
report on personnel questions, to include an account 
of the work of the panel, including the number and 
categories of cases dealt with, whether they were satis
factorily resolved and the main problems encountered. 

* * * 
17. The Fifth Committee also recommends to the 

General Assembly that it take note of the amendments 
made by the Secretary-General to the Staff Rules of 
the United Nations during the period from 1 July 1976 
to 30 June 1977 (see A/C.5/32/3). 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 66th ple~ary meeting, on 11 November 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted draft resolutiOns A and B submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report 
(A/32/314, para. 16). For the final texts, see resolutions 32/17 A and B.2 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the recommendation made by 
the Fifth Committee in paragraph 17 of the same report (see decision 32/4052). 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT Al321447 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-second session the item entitled 
"Report of the International Civil Service Commission" 
and to allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. The Fifth Committee considered the item at 
its 23rd, 47th, 48th, 56th, 59th and 60th meetings, 
on 24 October, 22 November and 5, 8 and 9 Decem
ber. Comments made by delegations in the course of 
the discussion on this item are reflected in the relevant 
summary records of the meetings (AIC.51321SR.23, 
47, 48, 56, 59 and 60). 

3. For its consideration of the item, the Committee 
had before it the following documents: 

(a) The third annual report of the International 
Civil Service Commission (A132130); 

(b) The report of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions on the report 
of the Commission (AI32181 Add.16); 

(c) A note by the Secretary-General transmitting 
the comments of the Administrative Committee on Co
ordination on the report of the Commission (AI321 
362); 

(d) A note by the Secretary-General transmitting 
a statement by the United Nations Staff Council at 
Geneva on the report of the Commission (AI C. 51 
32148). 

4. In accordance with article 17 of its statute, 
contained in the annex to General Assembly resolu
tion 3357 (XXIX), the International Civil Service 
Commission submitted its third annual report, covering 
its work in 1977, to the Assembly and to be trans
mitted to the governing organs of the other organiza
tions in the United Nations system participating in its 
work, through their executive heads, and to staff rep
resentatives. 

1 

[Original: English] 
[17 December 1977] 

5. In its report (AI32130), the Commission sum
marized the action taken by it in 1977, generally in 
the progressive assumption of the full range of func
tions assigned to it under its statute and, in particular, 
in response to requests addressed to it by the General 
Assembly at its thirty-first session in resolutions 31 I 
141 and 31 I \93 B. With regard to the remuneration 
of the staff in Professional and higher categories, the 
Commission submitted one recommendation, set out 
in paragraph 57 of its report, calling for action by the 
Assembly concerning a change in the method of opera
tion of the post adjustment system. The main· part of 
its report (ibid., chap. IV) described, firstly, its pre
liminary consideration, in implementation of articles I 0 
and II of its statute, of the broad principle for deter
mining the conditions of service of the staff in the 
General Service category and the methodology for the 
application of that principle; and, secondly, the action 
it had taken, under article 12, paragraph I, of its 
statute and in response to the request addressed to it 
by the Assembly in resolution 31 I 193 B, to establish 
the relevant facts for, and make recommendations as 
to, the salary scales of staff in the General Service and 
other locally recruited categories at Geneva. A5 a re
sult of the survey, the Commission recommended a 
new salary scale for the General Service category at 
Geneva as at I January 1978 (ibid., annex III, sect. L). 
Its report and recommendation on this subject had been 
presented on 20 September 1977 to the Secretary
General and to the executive heads of the other Gen
eva-based organizations, who, under the staff regula
tions and rules of their respective organizations, are 
responsible for fixing salaries of the General Service 
category. 

6. The Chairman of the International Civil Serv
ice Commission introduced the report of the Com
mission in an oral statement before the Fifth Com
mittee at its 47th meeting. The text of the statement 
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(AIC.5132150) was reproduced as a document by 
decision of the Committee. 

7. At the 48th meeting, the Secretary-General 
made a statement on the question of General Service 
salaries at Geneva and announced the basic agreement 
which he had reached with the other executive heads 
concerned regarding the modalities of implementation 
of the salary scale recommended by the Commission. 
The text of the statement (AIC.513215l) was re
produced as a document by decision of the Committee. 

8. At its 23rd meeting, the Committee had decided, 
on the proposal of its Chairman, to establish an ad hoc 
working group, open to all interested delegations, to 
give preliminary consideration to the report of the 
Commission. The working group held eight meetings, 
under the chairmanship of the representative of Ghana. 

9. The working gwup could not reach a consensus 
on a draft resolution because, while the majority was 
of the view that the question of the establishment of a 
transitional allowance fell squarely within the jurisdic
tion of the Secretary-General and therefore the General 
Assembly should not interfere, some members of the 
Working Group expressed the opinion that this ques
tion was to be decided by the General Assembly. 

I 0. At the 59th meeting, the representative of 
Ghana introduced a draft resolution (AIC.51321L.35) 
on behalf of Bangladesh, Colombia, Denmark, Egypt, 
France, Federal Republic of Germany, Ghana, India, 
Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Pakistan, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire
land, the United Republic of Cameroon, the United 
States of America, Venezuela and Zaire. Indonesia, 
Nigeria, the Philippines, Portugal, Sierra Leone, Sin
gapore, Sri Lanka and Togo subsequently joined as 
sponsors of the draft resolution. 

II. The representative of the Philippines proposed 
the following amendments to the draft resolution: 

(a) In section I, operative paragraph 2, the words 
"include a review in particular of" should be replaced 
by "in particular"; 

(b) In section III, operative paragraph 6 before 
the words "the savings" the words "at least 20 per cent 
from" should be added and the final phrase after the 
words "budget for 1978-1979" should be deleted. 

The change in subparagraph (a) above was accepted 
by the sponsors. The change in subparagraph (b) 
above, however, was withdrawn by the representative 
of the Philippines, as it was not accepted by the spon
sors. 

12. At the 60th meeting, the representative of the 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic introduced an 
amendment (A!C.51321L.38), which would add to 
section III, operative paragraph 3, of the draft reso
lution the words "but decides that the additional pay
ments resulting from the step increments and promo
tions should be deducted from the personal transitional 
allowances proposed by the Secretary-General as a 
provisional measure". As that amendment was not 
accepted by the sponsors, the representative of the 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic withdrew it, but 
announced that he would consequently be obliged to 
vote against the draft resolution. 

13. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
draft resolution AIC.51321L.35, as revised, by 81 
votes to 8 (see para. 14 below). 

Recommendation of the Fifth (~ommittee 

14. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL SERVICE 
CoMMISSION 

The General Assembly, 

Hm·ing considered the third annual report of the 
International Civil Service Commission (A/ 32/30), 
the notes by the Secretary-General thereon (A/321362 
and AIC.5132148) and the related report of the Ad
visory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions ( Al32181 Add.l6), 

I 

I. Notes the assurance given by the International 
Civil Service Commission that, in compliance with 
the request made in section I, paragraph I, of General 
Assembly resolution 31 I 141 B of 17 December 1976, 
it will continue to keep under continual review the 
relationship between the levels of remuneration of the 
comparator national civil service and of the United 
Nations common system, in particular with respect to 
any divergencies which might result from the operation 
of the post adjustment system; 

2. Requests the Commission to inform the Gen
eral Assembly at its thirty-third session of the results 
of the review, which should include in particular the 
feasibility of establishing a modified system of post 
adjustments, taking into account the views expressed 
in paragraph 229 of its second annual report, 1 and to 
report on such steps as it may have taken to bring 
about appropriate corrective action either under the 
authority and with the means already at its disposal 
or by submitting a recommendation to the As~embly; 

II 
I. Decide\ that, with effect from I July 1978, the 

system of post adjustments shall be revised to provide 
that changes in class of post adjustment are based on 
index movements of 5 per cent rather than of five 
points; 

2. A mends the Staff Regulations of the United 
Nations, with effect from I July 1978, by replacing 
the schedule of post adjustments provided for in para
graph 9 of annex I to the Regulations by the schedule 
reproduced in the annex to the present resolution; 

3. Authorize-'> the International Civil Service Com
mission, acting under article II of its ~tatute, to take 
all measures necessary for the implementation of thi~ 
change; 

Ill 

I. Notn with appreciation the report on the action 
taken by the International Civil Service Commission 
(see A/32/30, chap. IV), under article 12, paragraph I, 
of its statute and in compliance with General A~sembly 
resolution 31 I 193 B of 22 December 1976, with 
respect to the salaries of the staff in the General Serv
ice category at Geneva; 

2. Notes with appreciation the statement by the 
Secretary-General (AIC.5132151) on the basic agree 
ment reached by him and the executive heads of the 
Geneva-ba~ed agencies on accepting the report of the 

1 OfflCta! Recol(/s of the Genoa/ AJiclllhly, 1/wt.\-jlnt Scs
ston. Supplement .\'o. 30 (A 31130), part l\\0, and A/31:30, 
Add.!. 
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Commission, its findings and re-:ommendations, as well 
as the basic agreement reached by them on the transi
tional arrangements required; 

3. Also notes with appreciation the Secretary-Gen
eral's intention to implement the decision reached un
der the authority vested in him by paragraph 7 of 
annex I to the Staff Regulations of the United Nations; 

4. Invites the executive heads of all the other Gen
eva-based organizations to follow the same implemen
tation procedure, subject to their respective constitu
tional requirements; 

5. Notes the intention of the Commission to ad
vance the date of its next survey and to report on 
General Service salaries at Geneva so as to make its 
results available to the executive heads during the 

year 1980, and to inform the General Assembly at 
its thirty-fifth session of the action taken in this regard; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to make maxi
mum efforts to cover the cost of the transitional pay
ments by savings in the implementation of the United 
Nations budget for 1978-1979, to confine, to this end, 
the recruitment of staff in the General Service category 
at Geneva to the areas of priority importance and to 
keep the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions currently informed of the situa
tion there so as to enable the latter to monitor and 
comment on it, as required, in the context of the per
formance reports on the budget for 1978-1979, on 
the understanding that at least 20 per cent of the tran
sitional payments shall be financed by such savings. 

(Annexes follow Ol'erleaf) 



ANNEX 

Schedules of post adjustments (amount per index point in United Stales dollars) 
(Effective I July 1978) 

A. Additions (It' here cost of li1·ing i.1 lug her than at the base) 

Steps ~ 
~ 

Le~el II Ill IV v VI VII Vlll IX X XI Xll X Ill = ~ ., 
USG D 362.0 ~ 

s 328.4 > 
"' "' ASG D 332.2 
~ ......... . . . . a 

s 302.4 C" ..... . . . . . . . . ~ 
D-2 D . . . . . . . . . . . . . 276.8 282.8 288.8 294.8 L s ... . . . . . . . . 253.8 259.0 264.4 269.6 e: ., 
D-1 D ....... . . . . . . 249.8 254.4 258.8 263.4 267.8 272.4 276.8 9 

s 230.0 234.2 238.0 242.0 245.8 249.8 253.8 "' ... . . . . ~ 

" P-5 D 228.8 232.6 236.2 239.8 243.8 247.2 251.2 255.0 258.8 262.4 c ... . . = s ...... . . . . . . 211.4 214.8 218.0 221.2 224.8 227.6 231.2 234.6 
c. 

237.8 241.2 
1Jl 

P-4 
~ 

D 191.4 195.8 200.2 204.4 209.2 213.0 216.8 220.6 224.6 229.4 234.0 238.4 "' .............. "' s 177.8 181.8 185.8 189.6 193.8 197.2 200.6 204.0 207.6 211.8 216.0 220.0 c;· ..... . . . . . = 
P-3 D ... . . . . . . . . . 160.6 165.2 169.4 173.4 177.8 182.2 186.8 191.2 195.0 198.6 202.4 206.0 210.0 I 

> s ..... . . 149.8 154.0 157.8 161.4 165.4 169.4 173.6 177.6 181.0 184.2 187.8 191.0 194.6 = = P-2 D 133.4 137.4 141.0 144.8 148.6 152.4 156.2 159.8 163.6 167.4 171.0 
~ 
~ 
~ 

s 125.2 128.6 132.0 135.4 139.0 142.4 145.8 149.2 152.6 156.0 159.4 "' 
P-1 D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106.2 109.8 IJ3.4 117.0 120.6 124.2 128.0 131.2 134.6 138.0 

s .... . . . . . . . . . 99.8 103.2 106.6 110.0 113.4 116.6 120.0 123.0 126.2 129.2 

D = Rate of post adjustment applicable to staff members with a dependent spouse or child. 
S = Rate of post adjustment applicable to staff members with no dependent spouse or child. 



B. Deductions (where co.ll of lh·inK is lower than at the hase) 

Steps 

Lt>,el II Ill IV v VI VII VIII IX X XI XII XIII 

USG D .............. 351.0 
s ••• < •••••••••• 318.4 

ASG D ...... . . . . . . 322.2 
s . . . . . . . . . . . . . 293.2 

D-2 D 268.4 274.2 280.0 286.0 
s 246.0 251.2 256.4 261.4 > 

D-1 D 234.0 239.6 245.4 251.2 256.8 262.4 267.6 1111 

" s 215.4 220.6 225.6 230.8 235.8 240.6 245.4 = Q.., 
~ 

P-5 D • • • • • • 0 • • 210.4 215.2 219.8 224.2 228.8 233.2 237.6 242.0 246.4 250.8 .. 
; 

s 194.4 198.6 202.8 206.8 210.8 214.8 218.6 222.6 226.6 230.4 5! 
P-4 D 174.0 178.4 182.8 187.4 191.8 196.0 200.4 204.6 209.0 213.4 217.8 222 0 

..... 
~ 

s 161.6 165.6 169.6 173.8 177.6 1!!1.4 185.4 189.2 193.2 197.2 201.0 204.8 
IC 

P-3 D 145.6 149.6 153.8 157.8 161.8 166.0 170.0 174.0 177.8 I Rl.6 185.2 189.0 192.6 
s 135.8 139.6 143.4 147.0 150.6 154 4 158.0 161.6 165.0 168 4 171.8 175.2 178.4 

P-2 D 120 8 124.4 127.8 131.2 134.8 138.2 141 6 145.0 148.6 152.0 155.4 
s 113.2 I 16.4 I I9.6 I22.8 I26.0 129.0 I32.2 I 35.4 I 38.6 141.6 I44.8 

P-1 D 95.4 98.6 102.0 105.4 108.6 I 12.0 115.4 I I 8.6 122 0 125.2 
s 89 8 92 8 96.0 99 0 I02.2 I05.2 I08 2 II I 2 I I4 2 I I 7.2 

D = Rate of po't adju,tment applicable to 'itatf member-; with a dependent 'pouse or child. 
S = Rate of po't adju,tment applicable to staff members wJth no dependent 'pou<>e or child. 



6 

Document No. 

A/32/8/ Add.l6 

A/32130 

A/32/362 

A/C.5/32/48 

AIC.5!32!50 

A/C.5/32/ 51 

A/C.5/32!L.35 

A/C.5/32/L.38 

PRINT£0 IN US A 

General Assembly-Thirty-second Session-Annexes 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its llOth plenary meeting, on 21 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted by a vote of 125 to 9, the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth 
Committee in its report (A/32/447, para. 14). For the final text, see resolu
tion 32/200.2 

2 See Official Records of tl1e General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/421 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly decided to include this 
item in the agenda of its thirty-second session and to 
allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. The Committee considered the item at its 34th, 
36th, 38th, 39th, 42nd, 45th, 50th, 55th and 56th 
meetings, from 3 November to 5 December 1977. 
Comments made by delegations in the course of the 
discussion on this item are reflected in the relevant 
summary records· of the meetings (A/C.5/32/SR.34, 
36, 38, 39, 42, 45, 50, 55 and 56). 

3. For its consideration of item 110, the Committee 
had before it the following documents: 

(a) The report of the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Board for 1977 (A/32/9 and Add.1) includ
ing the report of the Board of Auditors on the accounts 
of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund for the 
year ended 31 December 1976; 

(b) The report of the Secretary-General on United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund investments in trans
national corporations and in developing countries (A/ 
C.5/32/25); 

(c) The report of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/32/319). 

4. The reports of the Board and of the Advisory 
Committee were introduced by the Chairmen of those 
bodies at the 34th meeting. At the request of one 
delegation, during the consideration of the item, in
formation was also provided by the Chairman of the 
Board on pension contributions refunded to member 
organizations during 1976 and 1977 under article 26 

I 

[Original: English] 
[ 8 December 1977] 

of the Fund's Regulations, and on the amounts that 
would be payable by the Fund in cases of transfer of 
pension entitlements should an agreement entered into 
by the Board with the Commission of the European 
Communities be approved by the General Assembly. 

5. At the 36th meeting, the representative of Cuba 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.5/32/L.14) which 
read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [text of first, second, fifth and sixth pre
ambular paragraphs and operative paragraph 3 same 
as first, second, fourth and fifth preambular para,. 
graphs and operative paragraph 2 of draft resolu
tion I contained in paragraph 23 below], 

"Deeply deploring the fact that since the adoption 
of that resolution United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Fund investments in transnational corporations have 
risen from approximately $600 million to $772 mil
lion in bonds and equities as at 31 March 1977, 
while direct bond investments in the developing 
countries have only increased from under $5 mil
lion to $22 million, 

"Noting with regret that the foregoing facts indi
cate a failure to implement the above-mentioned 
resolution, since investments in the transnational 
corporations have increased instead of being reduced 
by being transferred to developing countries, inas
much as the few direct investments made in the 
developing countries have been effected from new 
resources of the Fund and not from previous invest
ments in the transnational corporations, 

Annexes (32) 110 
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"1. Requests the Secretary-General not to make 
further investments in transnational corporations and 
to comply with the provisions of General Assembly 
resolution 31 I 197 of 22 December 1976; 

"2. Also requests the Secretary-General to trans
mit the present resolution to the Commission on 
Transnational Corporations, together with his re
port on the subject contained in document (AIC.51 
32125;". 

6. At the 38th meeting, the representative of 
France proposed that section III of the draft resolu
tion proposed by the United Nations Joint Staff Pen
sion Board (AI3219, annex V) be amended by adding 
thereto a clause reading "and decides to participate in 
the <'ommon system of the international civil service". 

7. At the same meeting, the representative of 
Nigeria introduced a draft resolution (AIC.5 1321L.l6) 
sponsored by Ghana, Nigeria and Zambia, subsequently 
joined by Algeria, Burundi, Chad, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Malawi, Togo, the United Republic of Cam
eroon and the United Republic of Tanzania, which 
read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [text of preamble same as that of draft reso
lution I B contained in paragraph 23 below], 

"Requests the Secretary-General to initiate nego
tiations with financial institutions in Africa, espe
cially the Africa Development Bank, with a view to 
investing some of the portfolio of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Fund directly in Africa and to 
report on the matter to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-third session." 

8. At the 39th meeting, the representative of Cuba 
introduced a revised version (AIC.51321L.141Rev.1) 
of a draft resolution which he had introduced earlier to 
the Committee (see para. 5 above). In the new text, 
which was sponsored by Cuba and Mexico, the third 
and fourth preambular paragraphs of the initial text 
were replaced by the following preambular paragraph: 

"Noting that since the adoption of resolution 31 I 
197 United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund invest
ments in transnational corporations have risen from 
approximately $600 million to $772 million in bonds 
and equities as at 31 March 1977, while direct bond 
investments in the developing countries have only 
increased from under $5 million to $22 million," 

and operative paragraph 1 was replaced by the fol
lowing text: 

"1. Requests the Secretary-General to redouble 
his efforts, in pursuance of General Assembly resolu
tion 31 I 197 of 22 December 1976, to ensure that, 
subject to careful observance of the requirements of 
safety, profitabilty, liquidity and convertibility, and 
in strict conformity with the Regulations of the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, the re
sources of the Pension Fund are invested in develop
ing countries;". 

9. At the same meeting, the representative of Ma
dagascar proposed that operative paragraph 1 of the 
revised text be amended by the addition of the words 
"a larger proportion of" before the words "the re
sources of the Pension Fund". 

10. At the same meeting, the representative of 
New Zealand proposed that operative paragraph 1 of 

the revised draft resolution be further amended by 
the addition of the words "in consultation with the 
Investments Committee" after the words "redouble his 
efforts". 

11. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
Philippines proposed that operative paragraph 2 of 
the revised draft resolution be amended to read: 

"2. Also requests the Commission on Transna
tional Corporations to submit to the Secretary-Gen
eral all the information on the subject contained in 
document AIC.5132125". 
12. At the same meeting, the representative of 

Tunisia proposed the insertion in the revised text of 
an additional preambular paragraph reading: 

[Same text as last preambular paragraph of draft 
resolution I A contained in paragraph 23 below.] 

13. At the 42nd meeting, the sponsors of the re
vised draft resolution with the agreement of the Philip
pines, deleted operative paragraph 2. 

14. At the same meeting, the representative of 
France withdrew his amendment (see para. 6 above) 
to section III of the draft resolution recommended by 
the Joint Staff Pension Board (A13219, annex V). 

15. At the same meeting, the representative of 
Mexico introduced a further revised version of the 
draft resolution (AIC.51321L.141Rev.3), sponsored 
by Cuba, Madagascar and Mexico (for the text, see 
para. 23 below, draft resolution I A). 

16. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
draft resolution AIC.51321L.l41Rev.3 by 92 votes 
to none, with 22 abstentions. 

17. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
Federal Republic of Germany proposed that draft reso
lution AIC.51321L.l6 be amended by the deletion 
from the operative paragraph of the words "especially 
the Africa Development Bank", and the representative 
of Japan proposed that the words "on safe and pro
fitable terms" be added to the operative paragraph after 
the words "directly in Africa". The amendments were 
accepted by the sponsors. 

18. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
by consensus draft resolution AIC.51321L.16, as 
orally revised (see para. 23 below, draft resolution I B). 

19. At the 50th meeting, the representative of 
Madagascar proposed that section III of the draft 
resolution recommended bv the Joint Staff Pension 
Board (AI3219, annex v') should be amended by 
replacing the words "Decides to admit the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development to membership in 
the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund" by the 
words "Invites the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development, once constituted, to join the United Na
tions Joint Staff Pension Fund". 

20. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics stated that if the 
Committee wished to adopt the draft resolution rec
ommended by the Pension Board by consensus, his 
delegation would not object, provided that its com
ments were taken into account and provided that the 
possible negative effects of the agreement between the 
Board and the Commission of the European Communi
ties would not lead to an increase in the contributions 
of Member States. 

21. At the same meeting, on the proposal of some 
delegations, the Committee adopted by consensus the 
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draft resolution recommended by the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Board (for the final text, incor
porating subsequent amendments thereto, see para. 23 
below, draft resolution II). 

22. At the 56th meeting, the Committee decided, 
without objection, to ammend section I of the draft 
resolution recommended by the Pension Board as fol
lows: 

(a) By replacing "$3,373,200" by "$3,363,400"; 

(b) By adding an operative paragraph 2 reading 
as follows: 

[Same text as operative paragraph 2 of draft resolu
tion II, section I, contained in paragraph 23 below.] 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

23. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lutions: 

Draft resolution I 

INVESTMENTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF 
PENSION FUND IN TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS 
AND IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

A 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that in its resolution 31 I 197 of 22 De
cember 1976 it requested the Secretary-General to en
sure that the resources which the United Nations Joint 
Staff Pension Fund holds invested in shares of transna
tional corporations are invested on safe and profitable 
terms and, to the greatest extent practicable, in sound 
investments in developing countries, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund invest
ments in transnational corporations and in developing 
countries (A/C.S/32/25), 

Noting that since the adoption of resolution 31/197 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund investments 
in transnational corporations have risen to $772 mil
lion in bonds and equities as at 31 March 1977, while 
direct bond investments in the developing countries 
have only increased to $22 million, 

Recalling that the third preambular paragraph of 
resolution 31 I 197 took into account that investments 
by the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund in 
shares of transnational corporations might contradict 
the objectives and purposes of the organizations of 
the United Nations system, 

Recalling also the resolutions adopted by the United 
Nations and other international organizations concern
ing the new international economic order and the trans
national corporations, 

Noting with satisfaction the decision of the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Board that, where invest
ments in the developed and the developing world 
equally satisfy the criteria of safety, profitability, liqui
dity and convertibility, priority should be given to 
the investment in developing countries, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to redouble his 
efforts in consultation with the Investments Committee 
in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 31 I 197: 

to ensure that, subject to careful observance of the 
requirements of safety, profitability, liquidity and con
vertibility, and in strict conformity with the Regulations 
of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, a 
larger proportion of the investment of the resources of 
the Fund is made in developing countries; 

2. Further requests the Secretary-General to re
port to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session 
on the implementation of the present resolution. 

B 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the reports of the United Nations 

Joint Staff Pension Board (A/32/9 and Add.1) and of 
the Secretary-General (A/C.S/32/25) with regard to 
the investments of the United Nations Joint Staff Pen
sion Fund in transnational corporations and in devel
oping countries, 

Recalling that in its resolution 3527 (XXX) of 
16 December 1975 it requested the Secretary-General 
to intensify his efforts to increase the investments of the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund directly in 
developing countries on safe and profitable terms, 

Noting that the efforts of the Secretary-General to 
increase the investments of the United Nations Joint 
Staff Pension Fund in developing countries as indicated 
in his report (ibid., annex II) do not cover the con
tinent of Africa, 

Requests the Secretary-General to initiate negotia
tions with financial institutions in Africa with a view 
to investing some of the portfolio of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Fund directly in Africa on safe 
and profitable terms and to report on the matter to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session. 

Draft resolution II 

REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF 
PENSION BoARD 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the United Nations 

Joint Staff Pension Board to the General Assembly and 
to the member organizations of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Fund for 1977 (A/32/9 and Add.1) 
and the related report of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/32/319), 

I 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

1. Approves expenses, chargeable directly to the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, totalling 
$3,363,400 (net) for 1978 and supplementary expenses 
totalling $49,800 (net) for 1977 for the administration 
of the Fund, as estimated in annex III to the report 
of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board (A/ 
32/9 and Add. I ) ; 

2. Concurs with the comments and recommenda
tions of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions contained in paragraphs 2 
to 9 of its report (A/32/319); 

II 

EMERGENCY FUND 

Authorizes the United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Board to supplement the voluntary contributions to the 
Emergency Fund, for a further period of one year, 
by aP amount not exceeding $100,000; 
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III 

ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

of the European Communities under article 13 of the 
Regulations of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Fund with respect to continuity of pension rights be
tween the Commission and the Fund; FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Decides to admit the International Fund for Agri
cultural Development to membership in the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, in accordance with 
article 3 of the Regulations of the Fund, with effect 
from the date on which it becomes a specialized agency; 

v 
TEMPORARY MEASURES APPLICABLE TO 

EXISTING PENSIONERS 

Authorizes the United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Board to continue to implement in 1978 the payments 
to existing pensioners authorized in section VII of 
General Assembly resolution 31 I 196 of 22 December 
1976, in accordance with paragraph 68 of the report 
of the Board (A/32/9 and Add.1 ). 

IV 

TRANSFER OF PENSION RIGHTS 

Concurs in the agreement approved by the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Board with the Commission 

Document No. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 99th plenary meeting, on 9 December 1977, the General Assembly 
voted on draft resolutions I A and B and draft resolution II submitted by the 
Fifth Committee in its report (A/32/421. para. 23). Draft resolution I A was 
adopted by a vote of 94 to none, with 15 abstentions; draft resolution I B and 
draft resolution II were adopted by consensus. For the final texts, see resolu
tions 32/73 A and B and 32/74.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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A/32/9 and Add.l Report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board Official Records of the Gen
eral Assembly, Thirty-sec
ond Sesswn, Supplement 
No. 9 and addendum 
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A/C.5/32125 

A/C.5/32/L.l4 

A/C.5/32/L.14/Rev.l 

A/C.5/32/L.14/Rev.2 

A/C.5/32/L.l4/Rev.3 

A/C.5/32/L.16 

Printed in U.S.A. 

Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions 

United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund investments in transnational 
corporations and in developing countries: report of the Secretary
General 

Cuba: draft resolution 

Cuba and Mexico: revised draft resolution 

Idem 

Revised draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

See A/321421, para. 5 

I bid., para. 8 

Replaced by A/C.5/32/L.14/ 
Rev.3 

For the sponsors and the text. 
see A/32/421, paras. 15 
and 23, draft resolution I A 

Idem, para. 7 
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DOCUMENTS A/32/299 AND ADD.l 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

DOCVMENT A/32!299 

PART I 

[Original: English] 
[24 October 1977] 

1. At its 23rd meeting, on 24 October 1977, the 
Fifth Committee considered agenda item Ill. 

2. The Security Council, in its resolution 416 
( 1977) of 21 October 1977, decided to renew the 
mandate of the United Nations Emergency Force 
( UNEF) for the period from 25 October 1977 to 
24 October 1978 inclusive. The present mandate of 
the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 
(UNDOF), which was renewed by the Security Coun
cil in resolution 408 ( 1977) of 26 May 1977, continues 
until. 30 November 1977 inclusive. 

3. In view of the fact that the present appropria
tion for UNEF, as provided in section I, paragraph I, 
of General Assembly resolution 31/5 C of 22 Decem
ber 1976, does not extend beyond 24 October 1977 
and that the present authorization of the Secretary
General to enter into commitments for UNDOF, as 
provided in section Ill of Assembly resolution 31/5 D 
of 22 December 1976, expires on 24 October 1977, 
the Fifth Committee, at its 23rd meeting adopted by 
66 votes to 2, with 18 abstentions, a draft resolution 
(see A/C.5/32/L.II) which would authorize the Sec
retary-General to enter into commitments for UNEF 
for the period from 25 October to 30 November 1977 
inclusive and for UNDOF for the period from 25 Oc
tober to 30 November 1977 inclusive, in order to 
allow adequate time for consideration by the General 
Assembly of the report of the Secretary-General on 
the finandng of the Forces (see para. 5 below). 

I 

4. Reservations and explanations of vote expressed 
by delegations in the course of the discussion of thi~ 
item are reflected in the summary record of the meetinp, 
(A/C.5/32/SR.23). 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

FINANCING OF THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY 
FORCE AND OF THE UNITED NATIONS DISENGAGE
MENT OBSERVER FORCE 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that the present appropnahon for the 
United Nations Emergency Force, as provided by sec
tion I, paragraph I, of General Assembly resolution 
31/5 C of 22 December 1976, does not extend to 
periods beyond 24 October 1977, 

Recalling further that the present authority of the 
Secretary-General to enter into commitments for the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force, as 
provided by section Ill of General Assembly resolu
tion 31/5 D of 22 December 1976, expires on 24 Oc
tober 1977, 

Taking note of Security Council resolution 416 
( 1977) of 21 October 1977, by which the Council 
renewed the mandate of the United Nations Emergency 
Force for the period from 25 October 1977 to 24 Oc
tober 1978 inclusive, 

Noting further that the present mandate of the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force, which 
was renewed by the Security Council in resolution 408 

Annexes (32) 111 



2 General Assembly-Thirty-second Session-Annexes 

( 1977) of 26 May 1977, continues until 30 Novem
ber 1977 inclusive, 

1. Decides to authorize the Secretary-General to 
enter into commitments for the United Nations Emer
gency Force at a rate not to exceed $6,083,333 per 
month for the period from 25 October to 30 Novem
ber 1977 inclusive, and for the United Nations Dis
engagement Observer Force at a rate not to exceed 
$1,359,583 per month for the period from 25 Oc
tober to 30 November 1977 inclusive, in order to allow 
adequate time for consideration by the General As
sembly of the report of the Secretary-General on the 
financing of the Forces; 

2. Also decides to apportion the above-mentioned 
expenses among Member States in accordance with the 
scheme set forth in General Assembly resolutions 31/5 
C and D. 

DOCUMENT A/32!299/ADD.l 

PART II 

[Original: English] 
[1 December 1977] 

1. The recommendation of the Fifth Committee 
to the General Assembly heretofore made under this 
agenda item during the current session is reflected in 
part I of the present report (A/32/299). Pursuant 
to that recommendation, the General Assembly, at its 
45th plenary meeting, on 25 October 1977, adopted 
resolution 32/4 A. 

2. At its 52nd meeting, on 30 November 1977, 
the Committee considered the report of the Secretary
General on the financing of UNEF and UNDOF (A/ 
32/339 and Corr.l and 2); it also had before it the 
related report of the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions (A/32/386). 

3. In his report the Secretary-General estimated 
that, on the basis of the new rates of reimbursement 
for pay and allowance for troops, proposed in para
graph 21 of his report, the total cost for UNEF and 
UNDOF for the fifth year of UNEF, as summarized 
in annex II of his report, was some $98.6 million. 

4. The Advisory Committee, in paragraphs 19 and 
23 to 28 of its report, indicated that savings totalling 
$2,858,000 could be achieved with respect to the es
timates of the Secretary-General and, as set out in 
paragraphs 29 to 31 of its report, was of the opinion 
that the cost of the Forces in 1977-1978 should not 
exceed $95.6 million, provided the proposed new rates 
of reimbursement were approved. 

5. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee in
troduced that Committee's report in an oral statement 
before the Fifth Committee. 

6. The Committee approved, by 82 votes to 1, 
with 12 abstentions, the recommendation contained in 
paragraph 21 of the report of the Secretary-General 
( A/32/339 and Corr.1 and 2) with regard to the new 
rates of reimbursement to troop-contributing countries 
(see para. 1 0 below). 

7. The representative of Argentina introduced two 
draft resolutions (A/C.5/32/L.23, draft resolutions A 
and B) sponsored by Argentina and Canada, subse
quently joined by Australia, Austria, Colombia, Den
mark, Finland, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, 

India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Kenya, Nepal, New 
Zealand, Norway, Panama, Sweden and Venezuela (for 
the text, see para. 11 below). 

8. The Committee voted on draft resolutions A 
and B as follows: 

(a) Section I, paragraph 1, of draft resolution A, 
on which a separate vote had been requested, was 
adopted by 82 votes to 9, with 6 abstentions; 

(b) Draft resolution A as a whole and draft reso
lution B were adopted by 81 votes to 2, with 14 absten
tions. 

9. A full account of the Fifth Committee's con
sideration, including reservations expressed by some 
delegations as well as explanations of vote, is reflected 
in the summary record of the meeting (A/C.S/32/ 
SR. 52). 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

10. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly that it approve the new rates of reim
bursement to troop-contributing countries of $680 per 
man-month for all ranks plus $200 per man-month for 
a limited number of specialists, commencing on 25 Oc
tober 1977, as proposed in paragraph 21 of the report 
of the Secretary-General (A/32/339 and Corr.1 and 2). 

11. The Fifth Committee also recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolutions: 

FINANCING OF THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGECY FORCE 
AND OF THE UNITED NATIONS DISENGAGEMENT OB
SERVER FORCE 

A 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the financing of the United Nations Emergency 
Force and of the United Nations Disengagement Ob
server Force (A/32/339 and Corr.1 and 2) as well as 
the related report of the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions (A/32/386), 

Bearing in mind Security Council resolutions 340 
( 1973) of 25 October 1973, 346 ( 1974) of 8 April 
1974, 362 (1974) of 23 October 1974, 368 ( 1975) 
of 17 April 1975, 371 (1975) of 24 July 1975, 378 
(1975) of 23 October 1975,396 (1976) of 22 Oc
tober 1976 and 416 (1977) of 21 October 1977, 

Recalling its resolutions 3101 (XXVIII) of 11 De
cember 1973, 3211 B (XXIX) of 29 November 1974, 
3374 B (XXX) of 28 November 1975, 31/5 C of 
22 December 1976 and 32/4 A of 25 October 1977, 

Reaffirming its previous decisions regarding the fact 
that, in order to meet the expenditures caused by such 
operations, a different procedure is required from that 
applied to meet expenditures of the regular budget of 
the United Nations, 

Taking into account the fact that the economically 
more developed countries are in a position to make 
relatively larger contributions and that the economically 
less developed countries have a relatively limited ca
pacity to contribute towards peace-keeping operations 
involving heavy expenditures, 

Bearing in mind the special responsibilities of the 
States permanent members of the Security Council in 
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the financing of such operations, as indicated in Gen
eral Assembly resolution I874 (S-IV) of 27 June I963 
and other resolutions of the Assembly, 

I 
I. Decides to appropriate to the Special Account 

referred to in section II, paragraph I, of General As
sembly resolution 32II B (XXIX) the amount of 
$76,32I,OOO for the operation of the United Nations 
Emergency Force for the period from 25 October I977 
to 24 October I978 inclusive; 

2. Decides further, as an ad hoc arrangement, with
out prejudice to the positions of principle that may 
be taken by Member States in any consideration by 
the General Assembly of arrangements for the financ
ing of peace-keeping operations, to apportion the 
amount of $I4,156,315, pertaining on a pro rata basis 
to the period from 25 October to 3I December 1 977 
inclusive, among Member States in the proportions 
determined by the scale of assessments for I 977 and 
the amount of $62,164,685, pertaining on a pro rata 
basis to the period from I January to 24 October I 978 
inclusive, among Member States in the proportions 
determined by the scale of assessments for I978 and, 
notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 2 of As
sembly resolution 32/4 A of 25 October I 977: 

(a) To apportion an amount of $46,763,599 for 
the above-mentioned twelve-month period among the 
Member States referred to in paragraph 2 (a) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 3 I 0 I (XXVIII), of which 
$8,687,730 shall be apportioned in the proportions 
determined by the scale of assessments for 1977 and 
$38,075,869 in the proportions determined by the 
scale of assessments for I978; 

(b) To apportion an amount of $27,896,680 for 
the above-mentioned twelve-month period among the 
Member States referred to in paragraph 2 (b) of reso
lution 3101 (XXVIII) and section II, paragraph 2 (b), 
of resolution 3374 B (XXX), of which $5,I44,405 
shall be apportioned in the proportions determined by 
the scale of assessments for I 977 and $22,752,275 in 
the proportions determined by the scale of assessments 
for I 978; 

(c) To apportion an amount of $I ,624,530 for 
the above-mentioned twelve-month period among the 
Member States referred to in paragraph 2 (c) of reso
lution 31~1 (XXVIII) and section 1~, paragraph 2 (c), 
of resolutiOn 3374 B (XXX), of which $3I2,855 shall 
be apportioned in the proportions determined by the 
scale of assessments for I977 and $I ,3 I I ,675 in the 
proportions determined by the scale of assessments 
for 1978; 

(d) To apportion an amount of $36,191 for the 
above-mentioned twelve-month period among the 
Member States referred to in paragraph 2 (d) of reso
lution .3101 (XXVIII), section ~V, paragraph 1, of 
resolutiOn 3374 B (XXX) and sectiOn III, paragraph 1, 
of r~soluti<;:m 3I/5 C, of. which $II,325 shall be.ap
portwned m the proportiOns determined by the scale 
of assessments for I977 and $24,866 in the propor
tions determined by the scale of assessments for 1978; 

II 

1. Stresses the need for voluntary contributions to 
the United Nations Emergency Force both in cash and 
in the form of services and supplies acceptable to the 
Secretary-General; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces
sary action to ensure that the United Nations Emer
gency Force is conducted with a maximum of efficiency 
and economy; 

III 
1. Decides that Angola, Samoa and Seychelles 

shall be included in the group of Member States men
tioned in paragraph 2 (d) of General Assembly resolu
tion 31 0 I (XXVIII) and that their contributions for 
the United Nations Emergency Force shall be cal
culated in accordance with the provisions of para
graph (f) of Assembly resolution 32/ ... of ... De
cember 1977;1 

2. Decides further that, in accordance with regula
tion 5.2 (c) of the Financial Regulations of the United 
Nations, the contributions to the United Nations Emer
gency Force until 24 October 1977 of the Member 
States listed in paragraph I of the present section shall 
be treated as miscellaneous income to be set off against 
the appropriations apportioned in section I above. 

B 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the financing of the United Nations Emergency 
Force and of the United Nations Disengagement Ob
server Force (A/32/339 and Corr.l and 2) as well 
as the related report of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/32/386), 

Bearing in mind Security Council resolutions 350 
(1974) of 31 May !974, 363 (1974) of 29 November 
1974, 369 (1975) of 28 May 1975, 381 (1975) of 
30 November 1975, 390 (1976) of 28 May 1976, 
398 (1976) of 30 November 1976, 408 (1977) of 
26 May I 977 and 420 ( I977) of 30 November 1977, 

Recalling its resolutions 3101 (XXVIII) of 11 De
cember 1973, 32Il B (XXIX) of 29 November 1974, 
3374 C (XXX) of 2 December I975, 31/5 D of 
22 December 1976 and 32/4 A of 25 October 1977, 

Reaffirming its previous decisions regarding the fact 
that, in order to meet the expenditures caused by such 
operations, a different procedure is required from that 
applied to meet expenditures of the regular budget of 
the United Nations, 

Taking into account the fact that the economically 
more developed countries are in a position to make 
relatively larger contributions and that the economically 
less developed countries have a relatively limited ca
pacity to contribute towards peace-keeping operations 
involving heavy expenditures, 

Bearing in mind the special responsibilities of the 
States permanent members of the Security Council in 
the financing of such operations, as indicated in Gen
eral Assembly resolution I874 (S-IV) of 27 June 1963 
and other resolutions of the Assembly, 

I 

Decides to appropriate to the Special Account re
ferred to in section II, paragraph I, of General As
sembly resolution 321I B (XXIX) the amount of 
$6,490,912 authorized and apportioned by section III 
~f General Asse.mbly res.olution 31/5 D for the opera
tiOn of the Umted Nations Disengagement Observer 

1 Resolution 32/39, adopted by the General Assembly on 
2 December 1977. 
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Force for the period from 1 June tO 24 October 1977 
inclusive; 

II 
1. Decides to appropriate to the Special Account 

an amount of $II ,61I ,871 for the operation of the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force for 
the period from 25 October 1977 to 31 May 1978 in
clusive; 

2. Decides further, as an ad hoc arrangement, 
without prejudice to the positions of principle that may 
be taken by Member States in any consideration by 
the General Assembly of arrangements for the financing 
of peace-keeping operations, to apportion the amount 
of $3,576,871 pertaining on a pro rata basis to the 
period from 25 October to 3I December I977 in
clusive, among Member States in the proportions de
termined by the scale of assessments for 1977 and the 
amount of $8,035,000, pertaining on a pro rata basis 
to the period from I January to 31 May 1978 inclusive, 
among Member States in the proportions determined 
by the scale of assessments for 1978 and, notwithstand
ing the provisions of paragraph 2 of Assembly resolu
tion 32/4 A of 25 October 1977: 

(a) To apportion an amount of $7,I16,563 for 
the period from 25 October I977 to 31 May I978 in
clusive among the Member States referred to in para
graph 2 (a) of General Assembly resolution 3I 01 
(XXVIII), of which $2,195,I26 shall be apportioned 
in the proportions determined by the scale of assess
ments for 1977 and $4,92I,437 in the proportions de
termined by the scale of assessments for 1978; 

(b) To apportion an amount of $4,240,645 for 
the period from 25 October 1977 to 31 May 1978 
inclusive among the Member States referred to in para
graph 2 (b) of resolution 3101 (XXVIII) and sec
tion II, paragraph 2 (b), of resolution 3374 C (XXX), 
of which $1,299,835 shall be apportioned in the pro
portions determined by the scale of assessments for 
1977 and $2,940,810 in the proportions determined 
by the scale of assessments for I978; 

(c) To apportion an amount of $248,588 for the 
period from 25 October 1977 to 3I May I978 in
clusive among the Member States referred to in para
graph 2 (c) of resolution 310I (XXVIII) and sec
tion II, paragraph 2 (c), of resolution 3374 C (XXX), 
of which $79,049 shall be apportioned in the propor
tions determined by the scale of assessments for I977 
and $169,539 in the proportions determined by the 
scale of assessments for I978; 

(d) To apportion an amount of $6,075 for the 
period from 25 October 1977 to 31 May 1978 in
clusive among the Member States referred to in para
graph 2 (d) of resolution 3101 (XXVIII), section V, 
paragraph I, of resolution 3374 C (XXX) and sec
tion V, paragraph 1, of resolution 31/5 D, of which 
$2,86I shall be apportioned in the proportions deter
mined by the scale of assessments for 1977 and $3,214 
in the proportions determined by the scale of assess
ments for I978; 

III 

Authorizes the Secretary-General to enter into com
mitments for the United Nations Disengagement Ob
server Force at a rate not to exceed $1,607,000 per 
month for the period from 1 June to 24 October 1978 
inclusive, should the Security Council decide to con
tinue the Force beyond the period of six months au
thorized under its resolution 420 ( 1977) of 30 Novem
ber I977, the said amount to be apportioned among 
Member States in accordance with the scheme set out 
in the present resolution; 

IV 

I. Stresses the need for voluntary contributions to 
the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 
both in cash and in the form of services and supplies 
acceptable to the Secretary-General; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take all nec
essary action to ensure that the United Nations Dis
engagement Observer Force is conducted with a maxi
mum of efficiency and economy; 

v 
I. Decides that Angola, Samoa and Seychelles 

shall be included in the group of Member States men
tioned in paragraph 2 (d) of General Assembly reso
lution 3101 (XXVIII) and that their contributions 
for the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 
shall be calculated in accordance with the provisions 
of paragraph (f) of Assembly resolution 32/. . . of 
... December I977;1 

2. Decides further that, in accordance with regula
tion 5.2 (c) of the Financial Regulations of the United 
Nations, the contributions to the United Nations Dis
engagement Observer Force until 24 October I977 
of the Member States listed in paragraph I of the 
present section shall be treated as miscellaneous income 
to be set off against the appropriations apportioned 
in section II above. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 45th plenary meeting, on 25 October I977, the General Assembly, 
by a vote of 77 to 4, with 24 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted 
by the Fifth Committee in part I of its report (A/32/299, para. 5). For the 
final text, see resolution 32/4 A.2 

At its 90th plenary meeting, on 2 December I977, the General Assembly, 
by a vote of 112 to 3, with 10 abstentions, adopted the recommendation made 
the Fifth Committee in paragraph 10 of part II of its report (A/32/299 1 Add.I) 
(see decision 32/4162 ). 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

• 
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At the same meeting, the Assembly voted on draft resolutions A and B 
submitted by the Fifth Committee in part II of its report (A/32/299/ Add.l, 
para. 11). Operative paragraph 1 of section I of draft resolution A, on which 
a separate vote had been requested, was adopted by a vote of 115 to 9, with 
2 abstentions. Draft resolution A as a whole and draft resolution B were adopted 
by a recorded vote of 115 to 2, with 10 abstentions. For the final texts, see 
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1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 Septem
ber 1977, the General Assembly decided to include 
in the agenda of its thirty-second session the item 
entitled "Report of the International Law Commission 
on the work of its twenty-ninth session" and to allocate 
it to the Sixth Committee. 

2. The Sixth Committee considered the item at 
its 25th, 30th to 32nd, 35th to 46th and 68th meetings, 
held on 21 October and from 26 to 28 October, 
from 1 to 15 November and on 9 December 1977. 

3. At the 25th meeting, Sir Francis Vallat, Chair
man of the International Law Commission at its twenty
ninth session, introduced the Commission's report on 
the work of that session (A/32/10). The Committee 
also had before it a note by the Secretary-General 
( A/32/183 ), prepared pursuant to a decision of the 
Commission (A/32/10, para. 130), containing the 
text of the draft articles provisionally adopted by the 
Commission on topics considered at its twenty-ninth 
session. At the 31st meeting, the Chairman of the 
Commission commented on observations which had 
heen made at the beginning of the debate on the report. 
The members of the Sixth Committee expressed their 
r~ppreciation to the Chairman of the Commission for 
his statements. 

4. The report was divided into five chapters en
'c'rled: I. Organization of the session; II. State respon
&ibility; III. Succession of States in respect of matters 
.~t;·, :· than treaties; IV. Question of treaties concluded 
h,:. . en States and international organizations or be
twet.u two or more international organizations; and V. 
Other decisions and conclusions of the Commission. 
Chapters II, III and IV contained draft articles provi
sionally adopted by the Commission on State respon-

Commission on its programme and methods of W<?rk 
on the basis of recommendations made by a planmng 
group of the Enlarged Bureau est~~Iishe? by the Com
mission and a number of admmtstratlve and other 
matters. 

5. At the 68th meeting, the Rapporteur of the ~ixth 
Committee raised the question whether the Commtttee, 
in accordance with established practice, wished to in
clude in its report to the General Assembly a summary 
of the main trends which emerged in the course of the 
debate on the item. After referring to General Assembly 
resolution 2292 (XXII) of 8 December 1967, the Rap
porteur informed th7 Committee of the ~ancial i~pli
cations of the questiOn. At the same meetm~ the Stxth 
Committee decided that, in view of the subJect-matter, 
the report should include an analytical summary of 
the Committee's debate on the item. 

Proposal 

6. At the same meeting, the representative of Le
sotho introduced a draft resolution (A/C.6/32/L.19) 
sponsored by Algeria, Austria, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Colombia, Finland, India, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, 
Lesotho Liberia Mali, Mexico, Morocco, the Nether
lands, New Zeal~nd, the Niger, Singa~ore, Spain, the 
Sudan, Thailand, Turkey and Yugoslavia (for the text, 
see para. 251 below). 

Debate 

A. GENERAL COMMENTS ON THE WORK OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION AND THE COOl
FICA TION PROCESS 

7. Representatives generally acknowledged that, at 
its twenty-ninth session, the International Law Com
mission had accomplished a substantial and impressive 
amount of work, as could be seen from its report. 
Satisfaction was expressed with the important results 
achieved at that session. The Commission had not sub
mitted any complete set of draft articles to the Sixth 
Committee for consideration, although it had elaborated 
a total of 31 draft articles, some of which were 
extremely complex, on subjects which the Commission 
had not finished considering-State responsibilty, suc
cession of States in respect of matters other than 
treaties, and the question of treaties concluded be
tween States and international organizations or between 
two or more international organizations. The report 
was in fact an interim report. Nevertheless the topics 
which the Commission had considered followed closely 
the recommendations made by the General Assembly 
in resolution 31!97 of 15 December 1976 and were 
of the utmost importance for the practical conduct of 
international relations; Governments could not ap
proach or consider them from a purely academic point 
of view. The Commission's achievements at the twenty-
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ninth session were especially laudable since in its first one of the major tasks of the United Nations, since 
year following the change in its composi~ion? the Co~- the international community now comprised more 
mission had maintained the level of scientific quality than 150 independent States all seeking to play an 
and political realism which had traditionally charac- active role in it and relations among States were much 
terized its work, its new nine members having apparently more extensive than they had been in the past. It was 
adapted quickly to their work. said that the harmonious and progressive development 

of international law was more important to the develop-
S. The International Law Commission was said to ment of peaceful and constructive international rela-

be a focus of the aspirations of all peoples for peace, tions than some of the more publicized items dealt 
security prosperity, justice and equity. No effort should with by the General Assembly. 
be spar~d in the elaboration of rule~ o~ international 
law which could respond to the aspirations and con- 11. The view was also expressed that the inclusion 
cerns of the peoples represented in the United Nations in legal instruments of mandatory norms for the con-
and of all the world's peoples. As a result of the duct of States exercised a direct and positive influence 
changes that had taken place in the international c~m- on world peace and security. Such norms prornote.d the 
munity after the Second World War, all countnes, elimination of force and the threat of force from mter-
developed and developing alike, must now join in a co- national life, and consolidated the practice of the set-
operative effort to replace the outmoded concept of tlement of disputes among States by peaceful means, 
legislating that confirms the partition of the world by in harmony with the current requirements of interna-
a more humane concept of working together to enhance tiona! law and the demands of the new world order. 
life in a shared world. Only equitable rules in all The process of codification was a means of adapting 
areas of international law could bring about the realiza- the law to the major changes which had taken place 
tion of the hopes of mankind in the present confused in inter-State relations, thus fulfilling the ever-increasing 
and turbulent times. It was stressed that all the draft need for co-operation at many levels among States, 
articles prepared by the Commission should ultimately and promoting the general acceptance of legal norms. 
be based on principles of justice and equity and not 12. It was stated that the role of international law 
merely on practice and precedent, since there was no in creating peace and co-operation among States was 
permanent point of reference for developing interna- increasing. Its main task was to regulate international 
tiona! law other than justice and equity. It was also relations among sovereign States with different social 
said that, taking as its starting-point the present state systems. The many changes in the world in recent 
of international positive law, the Commission should decades had helped to transform international law into 
respect the interests of the entire international com- a real instrument for achieving peace and developing 
rnunity, paying special attention to the decisions and friendly relations among States. In conditions of peace-
recommendations of the General Assembly and the ful coexistence, the main characteristics of international 
other organs of the United Nations. The elaboration legal rules were their broad scope and duration. 
of viable and equitable texts of international law would 13. The view was expressed that the codification 
strengthen the world Organization and give substance work carried out by the United Nations under Ar-
to the idea of world peace. ticle 13 of the Charter might be becoming alienated 

9. On the whole, the Commission was praised for from the principal concerns of the international com-
the way in which it performed its functions. It was rnunity. It was no accident that the international corn-
thanks to the studies made by the Commission that munity, which only 20 years previously had hailed 
the principal sectors of contemporary international law the achievements of the first codification conference 
had been codified and that codification was based on convened to complete the work undertaken by the 
the principles contained in the United Nations Charter. Commission, should currently make use of other tech-
It was emphasized that the Commission had become niques to bring that work up to date. In considering 
the central organ for the progressive development of the recent reports of the Commission on the one hand, 
international law and its annual reports were essential and the needs of the international community in the 
for the subject. The Commission was making a genuine field of law on the other, the question must arise 
contribution to the codification and progressive develop- whether the codification and progressive development 
rnent of contemporary international law, as well as to of international law were not suffering the same fate 
the establishment of lasting peace and fruitful co-opera- as that being experienced, at least temporarily, by the 
tion between nations through respect for law and order. legal settlement of disputes in a great institution estab-
It was also said that by the quantity and quality of lished for that purpose. 
its work, the Commission contributed to the establish- 14. It was further stated that certain suggestions 
ment of a legal structure which would provide the made in the past few years during the general debate 
basis for peaceful coexistence and for the achievement on the report of the Commission revealed a disturbing 
of the purposes of the United Nations Charter in the tendency to underplay the significance of the progres-
definite interest of all States. The opinion was further sive development and codification of international law 
expressed that in its task of establishing a juridical as undertaken thus far, i.e. in accordance with the 
basis for international relations, the Commission should third paragraph of the Preamble and Article 1 of the 
establish a legal framework for all areas of activity, Charter, and to divert the attention of the Commission 
which should be strengthened by sanctions against from that priority task by urging it to dissipate its 
States that breached international law. On the other efforts on questions of less importance. The principles 
hand, the view was held that the Commission tended of international law, elaborated in an earlier time in 
to concern itself with the codification rather than the vastly different circumstances, no longer corresponded 
progressive development of international law, and it to current needs. International political, social and 
was influenced primarily by the philosophies and economic patterns had been radically changed by the 
doctrines of classical international law. break-up of colonial empires, the emergence on the 

10. It was stressed that the progressive develop- international scene of many small newly independent 
ment and codification of international law had become States, and breakthroughs in science and technology. 
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The relationships based on power and domination 
which had existed in the past had been replaced by 
interdependence among nations, which must co-operate 
in solving the major problems facing mankind within 
the framework of an international legal order which 
guaranteed genuine peace and security. The Commis
sion must make an effective contribution in that regard, 
and these was an urgent need for the General Assembly, 
through the Sixth Committee, to guide its work so as 
to satisfy the demands of a constantly evolving world. 
But care should be taken, at any rate, not to jeopardize 
the proved effectiveness of a mechanism for the sake 
of narrow political expediency. 

15. With reference to the work undertaken by the 
Commission, some representatives made general ob
servations on the relationship between the Commission 
and the Sixth Committee. It was stated that the Com
mission had the daunting task of promoting the progres
sive development and codification of international law. 
To that end, it had to survey the whole field of inter
national law with a view to selecting topics for codifi
cation, having in mind the existing drafts. It had 
developed its own methods of work and enjoyed a 
considerable degree of autonomy in carrying out its 
task. The Sixth Committee had its own responsibilities, 
which were complementary to those of the Commis
sion. It could exercise a degree of supervision over the 
current work programme of the Commission and pro
pose new topics to it. It was also for the Sixth Com
mittee to determine, on the basis of draft articles pre
pared by the Commission, the final forw to be given 
to the codification of certain questions of international 
law, and the forums in which the corresponding instru
ments should be elaborated. The Sixth Committee 
should not interfere too much with the work of the 
Commission, but the latter should also take account 
of comments made in the Sixth Committee which 
signalled difficulties ahead. The common goal of both 
organs was the progressive development and codifica
tion of international law. The preparatory work of the 
Commission was an essential first step, but the active 
co-operation of Governments was required in order to 
convene conferences of plenipotentiaries, to adopt codi
fication conventions and to sign and ratify them. A 
constructive dialogue between the Commission and 
Governments was therefore necessary at all stages of 
the consideration of a particular topic, whether that 
dialogue took the form of written comments by Gov
ernments or statements by their representatives in the 
Sixth Committee. It was further stated that whereas 
the Commission was composed of a small number of 
eminent experts on international law the Sixth Com
mittee included representatives of ali Member States 
~ fact which enabled experts from nearly every country 
tn the world to comment on texts which might become 
rules of positive law for all countries. In that regard 
the respective roles of the Commission and the Sixth 
Committee were therefore complementary. 

16. With reference in particular to the annual con
sideration in the Sixth Committee of the report of the 
Commission, the view was expressed that discussion in 
the Committee would be more meaningful if a general 
debate on the work of the Commission was followed 
by detailed discussions on the individual tooics. That 
arrangement would lead to a more lively debate and 
a more substantial exchange of views. It was further 
said that the members of the Sixth Committee should 
n?t limit themselves to expressing general approval or 
disapproval of the work of the Commission but should 

' 

also express views that would indicate the position 
which their respective Governments would take when 
the final draft articles were before them. In order that 
their remarks should serve as a guideline for the Com
mission, it was also necessary that they dealt more with 
the future work of the Commission than with its past 
achievements. 

17. The view was also expressed that every state
ment on the report of the Commission was necessarily 
a compromise between a mere statement of approval 
or disapproval of the work of the Commission and a 
detailed consideration of the substantive matters which 
the Commission had itself already debated. If the 
views expressed in the Committee were too summary, 
the danger was that the Commission might receive an 
impression of the approval or disapproval of the Gov
ernments represented in the Committee which might 
not be entirely in accord with their intentions. If the 
examination of the report of the Commission was too 
detailed, the Committee would be straying across the 
boundary between two important sets of divisions, 
namely the division between the Sixth Committee and 
the Commission itself and the division between what 
was appropriate for oral comment and what was ap
propriate for written comment. There was need for 
caution in seeking to extract from the summary record 
of the debate a more exact reflection of the Com
mittee's approval or disapproval of the Commission's 
approaches or plans than the debate could properly 
furnish. 

18. In that connexion the opinion was expressed 
that, at a time of great financial stringency, the question 
of the necessity of an analytical report by the Sixth 
Committee at a high cost should be given further con
sideration during the year ahead, taking into account 
the views of the Commission on the matter. The opin
ion was also expressed that the Committee should 
dispense with the analytical presentation of the observa
tions made in the debate which was customarily included 
in the Rapporteur's report on the item concerning the 
report of the Commission itself. It was suggested that 
instead of such an analysis, the Sixth Committee should 
agree to have verbatim rather than summary records 
of the statements made on the report of the Com
mission. 

19. Certain representatives addressed themselves to 
certain aspects of the implementation of Article 13, 
paragraph 1 (a), of the Charter. In that respect, the 
opinion was expressed that the General Assembly 
should once again consider the most appropriate way 
of using to the best advantage the wealth of talent and 
experience represented by the Commission and its 
members. Although in the case of strictly legal ques
tions the entire task of preparing draft texts in all 
their detail could quite appropriately be left to the 
Commission, it was said that other methods might be 
advisable in the case of areas where the preparation 
of international texts was likewise required but where 
the political implications of the underlying problems 
were much greater. With reference especially to the 
successful co-operation, between the Commission and 
the Sixth Committee in the preparation of international 
instruments, it was stated that a closer collaboration, 
indeed, a sharing of responsibilities between the two 
bodies, could only be benefiicial to the progressive de
velopment of international law and would help to 
elevate the tone of debate in the Sixth Committee. 

20. It was also said that in the elaboration of rules 
of positive law, in addition to the Commission, the 
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Sixth Committee was also involved, and other bodies, word for word those proposed by the Commission. At 
such as conferences of plenipotentiaries, played a part such conferences, participating members of the Com-
when binding legal instruments were adopted. The view mission were in the best position to suggest what was 
was further expressed that it would be advisable to take the proper course to follow, because of their greater 
up certain suggestions which had been advanced both familiarity with the subject-matter. However, there 
in the Sixth Committee and in the Special Committee ::!:ould be no feeling of rivalry between the members 
on the Charter of the United Nations and on Lne of tile Commission and other participants. Any con-
Strengthening of the Role of the Organization. The tribution the members of the Commission might wish 
report of the latter Committee contained specific pro- to make at any stage in the codification and progres-
posals for a general reassessment of the theory of sive development of international law was certainly 
sources of international law and for the establishment welcome. 
of working groups or ad hoc committees responsible to 23. The opinion was also expressed that it would 
the Sixth Committee to codify international law in such be timely for the Commission to discuss how the results 
specific areas as economic development or the environ- of its work could best be translated into such rules 
ment, in collabomtion with the International Law Com- regulating the conduct of States as States would abide 
mission. Those committees would discuss urgent codifi- by. When they had been submitted to plenipotentiary 
cation problems which the Commission, owing to its conferences, some of the Commission's drafts had been 
heavy programme of work, would not be in a position subjected to considerable changes, and one might 
to address in the near future and would meet only wonder whether such modifications were a continuation 
during sessions of the General Assembly so as to avoid of the codification process or were an infringement 
the proliferation of new organs and the costs and over- upon it. Inasmuch as the Commission was trying to 
lapping which that involved. It was stated that ad hoc codify existing law, it did not seem that a majority 
groups of experts might be used for the work prepara- decision of a plenipotentiary conference could alter 
tory to the final consideration of the topic by a diplo- existing norms; that was, moreover, the reason why 
matic conference. The opinion was also expressed that each State considered itself free to ratify or accede to 
after entrusting the study of specific questions to expert the resulting conventions. Since the topics currently 
groups, as was done in the International Labour Organ- being studied by the Commission were particularly deli-
isation, the conclusions of those groups would then be cate, the Commission should certainly consider whether 
submitted to the Sixth Committee as a whole. to continue applying the same methods or whether 

21. It was also stated that thought should be given to endeavour to devise new formulae which would 
to strengthening the role of the Sixth Committee by strengthen the rule of law. Multilateral conventions on 
making it a kind of plenipotentiary conference which those topics, particularly on State responsibility, did 
would be entrusted with codifying certain international not seem the only possible solution. It was also said 
rules concerning the law of economic development, that what was essential, in the final analysis, was that 
taking into account new facts of current international the products of the Commission's work should not 
relations. The Committee should contribute to the remain a dead letter, as was true of so many resolu-
establishment of a new world order in both the eco- tions adopted by the United Nations. 
nomic and legal spheres. It was also said that greater 24. Several representatives expressed their condol-
use of the Sixth Committee as a conference of pleni- ences on the death of Mr. Edvard Hambro, a distin-
potentiaries was justified for the following important guished lawyer and a member of the International Law 
reasons: (a) the resources of both rich and poor coun- Commission, and associated themselves with the tribute 
tries were limited; (b) 149 States were represented in paid to his memory by the Commission. 
the Committee, on an equal footing, and their represen-
tatives were in principle experts on international law; 25. Some representatives indicated that in com-
( c) the general desire not to entrust one task to various menting on the report, they had to adopt a selective 
bodies, which could lead to duplication; (d) the fact approach because of the wealth of material discussed 
th A · 1 13 f h Ch 'd d h r · at the twenty-ninth session of the Commission, the 

at rtlc e 0 t e arter provi e t e po Ihcal organic link between the topics dealt with at that ses-and legal basis for the progressive development and 
codification of international law; (e) the fact that sion and those considered at the preceding sessions, and 
considerably fewer States than were represented in the the need for detailed study of all the draft articles cur-
Sixth Committee took part in plenipotentiary con- rently in preparation. 
ferences; (f) the fact that the States which generally B. STATE RESPONSIBILITY 
did not participate in conferences were those which 
had the most limited resources and which did not 
have representatives in the specialized legal codification 
organs; and (g) the shared concern to spend only what 
was strictly necessary for the realization of the ideals 
which would lead to a better world. 

22. Some representatives touched upon certain as
pects of the final stage of the codification process. It 
was said that there was ample opportunity for States 
to influence the process of the codification of interna
tional law at various stages of the Commission's work. 
One such opportunity was that afforded to plenipoten
tiary conferences. At that stage, however, it was usually 
too late to try to introduce substantial changes in the 
basic texts proposed by the Commission, owing to 
'imitations of time. Experience had shown that texts 
tdopted at codification conferences followed almost 

26. Several representatives emphasized the impor
tance and the urgency of the codification and progres
sive development of the rules of international law 
governing State responsibility, a key topic of interna
tional law, of undeniable contemporary significance. 
The rules applicable in that field had an effect on inter
national relations as a whole; they were instrumental 
in the implementation and observance of rules on a 
wide range of other fields of international law. State 
responsibility was closely linked with the maintenance 
of peace, and because of the crucial role of interna
tional law in that area, work on codification should 
be speeded up (see also, below, section E, para
graph (a) of the present chapter). State responsibility 
arose from a failure to discharge legal obligations and 
it was evident that, by failing to discharge their inter
national obligations, States undermined the foundations 
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of international order. In that connexion it was recalled 
that the arbitrator in the Spanish Zone of Morocco 
claims had ruled that responsibility was the necessary 
corollary of a legal right, that all .rights of an. i.J?.~er
national character involved international responsibility, 
and that if the obligations were not met, responsibility 
entailed 'the duty to make reparation.1 Similarly, the 
Permanent Court of International Justice had ruled in 
the Chorzow Factory (Jurisdiction) case that the breach 
of an engagement envolved an obligation to make 
adequate repatation.2 Nevertheless, the legal basis of 
State responsibility in international law had always 
remained incomplete and hence inconclusive. It was 
also said that, as the Commission had rightly empha
sized, State responsibility was one of the topics in 
which the progressive development of law could play 
a particularly important role. The Commission had also 
shown prudence in stating that the roles to be assigned 
to progressive development and to codification of al
ready accepted principles could not be planned in 
advance, but would depend on the specific solutions 
adopted for the various problems. 

27. Some representatives stressed that State respon
sibility, as viewed by the Commission, was no longer 
limited to the classical concept which had related 
only to the treatment of aliens or to international de
mands for compensation following the nationalization 
of property belonging to aliens but included all spheres 
of State responsibility. The Commission had not under
estimated the difficulties of the topic but had avoided 
the trap of out-moded controversies by concentrating 
rightly on the rules relating to State responsibility for 
internationally wrongful acts, namely, rules governing 
the whole range of new legal relationships which might 
arise from an internationally wrongful act c.ommitted 
by a State, leaving for later consideration the question 
of State responsibility arising from the performance 
of certain acts not forbidden by international law. As 
the Commission had said, it was one thing to state a 
rule and the content of the obligations it imposed and 
another to determine whether there had been a breach 
of an obligation and what the consequences of that 
breach should be. Only that second aspect came within 
the sphere of responsibility proper and to encourage 
any confusion on that point might once again frustrate 
the hope of successful codification. 

28. The opinion was expressed that the codification 
of "secondary" rules, in which the Commission was 
currently engaged, would contribute to the effectiveness 
of international law and also, it was to be hQped, to 
an increase in morality in international life. It was noted 
that after having made the distinction between "pri
mary" and "secondary" rules, the Commission had gone 
on to observe, quite rightly, that the content, nature 
and scope of the obligations imposed on the State by 
the "primary" rules of international law were not with
out significance in determining the rules governing re
sponsibility. It had thus established an essentially ethical 
hierarchy between the various categories of interna
tional obligations and in so doing had established a 
classification of internationally wrongful acts into crimes 
and delicts, depending on the seriousness of their con
sequences for the international community as a whole. 
On the other hand, the view was expressed that the 
distinction between primary and secondary sources of 

1 United Nations, Reports of International Arbitral Awards, 
vol. II, p. 641. 

2 Publications of the Permanent Court of International Jus
tice, Series A, No. 9, Collection of Judgements, p. 21. 

obligations could not be maintained if progressive de
velopment and codification of international law were 
to go hand in hand. 

29. Some representatives emphasized the great care 
needed in dealing with the topic. The rules governing 
State responsibility, as secondary rules of international 
law, had an impact that was felt on all the primary 
rules which defined the rights and obligations of States 
in the most diverse areas. They, it was added, needed 
to be codified in the clearest terms so as to remove all 
ambiguity about the circumstances which rendered 
States responsible for the violation of an international 
obligation. That was deemed to be of special impor
tance for developing countries because of the absence 
of efficient administrative infrastructure. The imputa
bility of State responsibility should be precisely defined 
and illustrated, with objective formulae being found 
to safeguard the interest of the State which suffered the 
injury and the interest of the State against which a 
claim was pressed. 

1. Comments on the draft articles as a whole 

30. Several representatives referred to the structur
ing of the draft proposed by the Commission (see 
A/32/10, chap. II, sect. B), which was generally sup
ported. It was pointed out that in order to study the 
topic of State responsibility, the Commission had en
visaged in 1975 that it would divide its draft articles 
into three parts, devoted respectively to the origin of 
international responsibility, to its content, forms and 
degrees, and to the implementation of international re
sponsibility and settlement of disputes. 

31. In that regard, some representatives noted with 
approval that the Commission had indicated that, after 
completing work on parts I and II of the draft articles, 
it might decide to add to the draft a part III concerning 
the implementation or "mise en reuvre" of international 
responsibility and settlement of disputes. In their view, 
that was the key element of any regulation of the 
regime of international responsibility. The rules relating 
to the origin, content, forms and degrees of respon
sibility, however clear they might be, would be of 
little use unless they were coupled with sufficiently ef
fective provisions for their implementation or mise en 
reuvre. By "effective provisions" it was meant the estab
lishment of compulsory arrangements for the settle
ment of disputes arising from the interpretation and ap
plication of the draft articles. Such a mechanism should 
be flexible and should include a wide choice of methods 
of settlement, in accordance with Article 33 of the 
United Nations Charter. If the parties did not agree 
on a particular method of settlement, each party would 
be entitled to refer the dispute to compulsory settle
ment. Provision should therefore be made in the text 
of the draft itself for procedures and machinery which, 
when set in motion at the request of a party to a 
dispute, would result in a decision based on law that 
was binding on all parties. On a topic as important as 
State responsibility, a State should not be the sole 
interpreter of the rules codifying international law. Fail
ure to apply and interpret the rules uniformly might 
lead to the disintegration of delicate compromises which 
provided balanced protection of competing rights and 
interests. In that way alone could the evisceration of the 
draft articles be prevented and their full effectiveness 
be ensured. 

32. Also with regard to the future work on the 
topic, the opinion was expressed that one of the most 
important tasks of the Commission would be the con-
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solidation and development of the most positive result 
it had achieved thus far, namely the division of brea~hes 
vf international obligations into international cnmes 
and international delicts in draft article 19, wh1ch war. 
one of the leading provisions of the draft articles on 
State responsibility. Attention ~hould first be given to 
regulations aiming at preventmg ~nd, above all, at 
repressing international crimes, wh1ch were the most 
dangerous acts gravely endangering international pe~ce 
and se~urity. International delicts could be dealt_ "':1th 
in the second place. In that regard the Comnuss10n 
should proceed bearing in mind the formulation of draft 
article 19. 

33. One representative, refening in general to 
part l, considered that, subject to his delegation's 
previous remarks on the question, chapter I, on general 
principles, and chapter II, on the act of the State under 
international law, were generally acceptable and the 15 
articles they contained were properly included in an 
intergovernmental codification project. He felt some
what uneasy, however, about chap_ter III, on the breach 
of an international obligation, wh1ch was not yet com
pleted. 

2. Comments on the various draft articles 

'34. Referring to the work done on State respon
:.ibility at the twenty-ninth session, representatives noted 
that at that session the Commission had discussed the 
sixth report of the Special Rapporteur for the topic, 
Professor Roberto Ago, whose invaluable contribution 
was generally recognized. On th~t basis it had prepared 
articles 20, 21 and 22, included m chapter III of part I 
of the draft. Article 20 dealt with the breach of an 
international obligation requiring the adoption of a 
particular course of conduct and article 21 dealt with 
the breach of an international obligation requiring the 
achievement of a specilied result. Those articles took 
into acc0unt the nature (obligations of conduct; obliga
tions of result). The international obligation for deter
mining the conditions of its breach, conditions which 
varied with that nature. Article 22, on the exhaustion 
of local remedies, was based on the distinction between 
obligations of conduct and obligations of result, since 
it applied only to obligations of result concerning the 
treatment to be accorded to aliens. 

35. Some representatives stressed that the three 
articles were closely interconnected and, in their opin
ion they constituted a logical and harmonious whole. 
It ~as also stated that, article 20 affirmed the primacy 
of international legal obligations, while articles 21 
ami 22 recognized the right of States to safeguard their 
legitimate interests. That balance illustrated the growing 
interdependence between the domestic law of States and 
international law. 

36. Several representatives expressed general agree
tllent with the texts of articles 20, 21 and 22 prepared 
by the Commission as to the content as well as to 
their wording. Those three articles were particularly 
significant from both a theoretical and a practical point 
of view. The Commission had achieved commendable 
results in their adoption, which constituted an important 
step forward in the codification of one of the most 
complex fields in international law, one in which the 
practice of States was widely divergent. Their elabora
tion rcpre!>ented a considerable amount of work and 
wa~ supported by a mass of precedent drawn from 
State practice and court decisions. They were also 
nmsistent with the principles of sovereign equality of 

States and of non-interference in the internal affairs of 
other States. 

37. On the other hand, the opinion was expressed 
that with regard to articles 20, 21 and 22, the question 
which had to be asked first was not whether they cor
rectly stated the lex lata or the lex ferenda, but whether 
such provisions were really necessary or viable in an 
international convention. There were, it was said, im
portant reservations in that regard. Articles I 6 and 17 
seemed to include virtually all that was needed in a 
draft which was not supposed to deal with the so-called 
"primary" rules of international law, but only with 
what the Commission had termed the "secondary" rules. 
Those rules alone, as the Commission had stated, fell 
within the sphere of responsibility proper, and a strict 
distinction in that sphere was essential if the topic of 
international responsibility was to be placed in ~ts 
proper perspective and viewed as a whole. It was further 
stated that during the codification of the law of treaties, 
the Commission had at one time found itself facing 
the danger of becoming too closely involved in mat
ters of contractual jurisprudence. If it had not changed 
direction, it would have taken a doctrinal instead of 
a conduct-regulating approach, and would never have 
arrived at a generally acceptable formulation of Part V 
of the Vienna Convention of 1969. The effort to codify 
rules concerning State responsibility, as formulated in 
draft articles 18 to 22, seemed to be facing a similar 
danger, through its concentration on jurisprudential 
details. 

38. Some representatives stressed that in dealing 
with the topic, continuity with the work thus far done 
was essential in order to avoid taking premature stands 
?n so delicate and complex a question. Consequently, 
It was felt that the three articles should be studied in 
the light of other articles already adopted and with 
due regard for those which would follow so that the 
draft would form a coherent whole. In that connexion, 
certain representatives considered that it would be 
premature to make a final assessment of articles 20, 21 
and 22, because the Commission had yet to consider 
such important problems as the breach of an interna
tional obligation made under the impact of an external 
event, the time and duration of the breach of an inter
national obligation (tempus commissi delicti), questions 
relating to participation by other States in the interna
tionally wrongful act of a State and matters relating 
to attenuating or aggravating circumstances, including 
force majeure and fortuitous event. For those represen
tatives, in the absence of such provisions, which the 
Commission h_ad the intention to study, it was difficult 
to express a vtew on the three articles before the Sixth 
Committee, it was said. 

39. Several representatives, referring with approval 
to the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly 
and in particular resolution 31/97, stressed that the 
Commission should continue on a high priority basis 
its work on State responsibility with a view to complet
ing the preparation of at least the first set of draft 
articles on responsibility of States for internationally 
wrongful acts within the present term of office of its 
members. The Commission should adhere to the recom
mendations contained in resolution 31/97 in order to 
complete the study of the I?atters covered in part I, 
chapter III, of the draft art1cles, namely the objective 
~lement of th~ internatio!lally wrongful act, and espec
Ially the dehcate questwn of the tempus commissi 
delicti, which was closely linked to the rule regarding 
the exhaustion of local remedies. It should also com-
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plete the study of the questions covered in chapters IV 
and V, namely participation by _other States in the int~r
nationally wrongful act an_d ctrcumstances. prec:ludmg 
wrongfulness and attenuatmg or aggravatmg ctrcum
stances. To that effect, the Commission should give 
particular attention to State responsibility at its next 
sessions (see also, below, sect. E, paragraph 5 (a) of 
the present chapter). 

40. With respect to terminology, one representative 
was of the view that the wording of the articles at least 
in the Spanish version was in need of improvement 
for purposes of greater clarity and precision. 1 he opin
ion was also expressed that the term "non-petformance" 
was more appropriate than the term "breach" since 
the question was one of civil liability. It was also said 
that the Commission ~hould use the words "the conduct 
of the State" to express two different concepts, as it had 
done in articles 20 and 21, as well as in other provi
sions. In article 2G those words meant a p2.rticuJar 
course of conduct which the State was required to adopt 
by virtue of an international obligation. In article 21, 
they signified only the means by which the State 
achieved a specified result which was the only require
ment of the international obligation. On the other hand, 
a number of representatives expressed support for the 
actual wording of articles 20 to 22. 

41. A number 0f representatives made specific 
comments on the three articles adopted at the twenty
ninth session, as well as on some of the articles adopted 
at previous sessions. 

Article 18 
42. One representative considered that the require

ment that the international obligation should be in 
force for the State was of course an essential element 
of any obligation, the breach of which would give arise 
to an instance of responsibility for the State involved. 
Consequently, that aspect of the question could be dealt 
with in article 16, article 18 being complicated and 
redundant. The Commission could consider such a 
change when returning to the delicate problem of the 
tempus commissi delicti. 

Article 19 
43. One representative was of the view that arti

cle 19, dealing with international crimes and interna
tional delicts, gave an incomplete answer to the very 
hypothesis with which it purported to deal. If the 
examples mentioned in paragraph 3 (c) of that signifi
cant and controversial article were to be retained, they 
must be completed by the addition of an appropriate 
reference to the perpetrators and aiders and abettors of 
acts of indiscriminate terror, the seizing of hostages, and 
the like, that is to say, to the States in which such 
people trained and which gave them asylum. Further
more, it seemed that in a legal text, an expression such 
as "essential importance" must be clarified and given 
a more objective turn, since those two words could 
easily become overcharged with subjective emotions. 
Another representative noted the distinction between 
responsibility for international crime and international 
delict-not in the sense of their private law analogies 
but in the sense of a grave violation of international 
law. In his view, breaches of the peace, war crimes 
and crimes against humanity would be international 
crimes, while a refusal to grant independence to a 
colony, or racial discrimination, would be considered 
cases of international delict. Some representatives, on 
the other hand, reiterated the support they had ex-

pressed the previous year for the distinction embodied 
in article 19 between international crimes and interna
tional delicts. 

Articles 20 and 21 

44. Several representatives commented on the dis
tinction embodied in articles 20 and 21 between obliga
tions "of conduct" or "of means" and obligations "of 
result". It was noted that, as the Commission had 
explained, obligations of the first kind, to which arti
cle 20 referred were those which required the State to 
perform or to refrain from a <>pecifically determined 
action. Obligations 0f the second kind, which were 
envisaged in article 21, were those which only required 
the State to bring about a certain situation or result, 
leaving lt free to do so by whatever means it chose. 
Different "iews were expressed on the matter. 

45. Some representatives agreed with the distinc
tion, which they characterized, in general, as being 
necessary, useful, justified, rele"ant, appropriate, rea
sonable or sound, etc. The distinction was fundamental 
for determining whether a breach of an international 
obligation had taken place, as well as the time and 
duration of such a breach. It was essential for distin
guishing two situations which were different in practice 
and which could have qualitatively different effects. It 
was well founded in the practice of States and facilitated 
the understanding of the draft articles. The distinction 
was one which was traditionally known in private law. 
Further, it should be seen in the light of the distinction 
between international crime and international delict 
embodied in article 19. It was the logical corollary of 
the preceding articles and clarified article 22 which, 
in dealing with the exhaustion of local remedies, could 
not but refer to obligations of result. Although the 
distinction might sometimes give rise to difficulties, 
especially in classifying an obligation into one category 
rather than the other, they could be overcome through 
effective procedures for the settlement of disputes. In 
that connexion, the view was expressed that the dis
tinction should not be deemed to be so subtle as neces
sarily to require the matter to be referred, in the event 
of difficulties of interpretation, to international tribunals. 

46. It was stressed that international obligations 
were not all identical but differed in some substantive 
points, which had varying consequences as to the de
termination of what constituted breach and the legal 
definition of the actions of a State committed in breach 
of those obligations. International obligations not only 
expressed duties pertaining to different sectors of inter
State relations and to matters of varying importance 
for the international community; they were also dif
ferently structured with regard to the determination of 
the ways and means by which the State was supposed 
to discharge them. Thus, there were international obli
gations of means or of conduct whose performance 
required the use of particular means and there were 
obligations of result which left the State free to choose 
among various means. It was therefore essential to 
establish at the outset the nature of an international 
obligation in order to determine whether a course of 
conduct adopted by a State would constitute non
performance of that obligation. It was further stated 
that although there was a permanent causal interaction 
between conduct and its effects, the distinction was 
aimed at determining whether there was a breach at 
the time a course of conduct was adopted or when its 
effects occurred. 
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4 7. It was also said that the distinction was not 
merely academic, since cases increasingly arose in con
temporary international practice where a State could 
be held internationally responsible solely by reason 
of its conduct, even where no results contrary to inter
natiot"al law had yet emerged. That situation was the 
consequence of the increasing development of rules 
contained primarily in treaties which, in the interests 
of closer co-operation among States, required them to 
conduct themselves at the legislative level according 
to the detailed model provided in the international rule. 
For example, some international institutions exercised 
considerable control over the national legislative pro
cess: article 93 of the Treaty of Rome,3 for instance, 
empowered the Commission of the European Economic 
Community to intervene in the phase preceding the 
issue of any national or regional law or ordinance relat
ing to the grant of financial aids to economic sectors or 
regions of member States of the Community, and to 
refer the matter to the Court of Justice of the Com
munity if it did not approve them. There were also 
many international rules of universal scope, for example 
those requiring States to adopt preventive measures 
through legislative means, as in the case of air transport. 
To ensure effective prevention, as required by the inter
national rule, it was often necessary for legislative 
measures to be promulgated before the occasion to 
apply the international rule arose. If such measures 
were not promulgated in time and in accordance with 
the model provided in the international rule, the result
ing uncertainty itself gave rise to the risk of non
implementation which the international rule sought to 
prevent. Such obligations were therefore obligations 
"of conduct". In addition, although the obligation "of 
r~sult" was the clas.sic model of an international obliga
tion, based on the tdea of complete separation between 
the international legal order and the internal legal 
order, as that separation diminished and international 
law advanced in areas previously within the exclusive 
competence of States the number and scope of interna
tional rules establishing obligations "of conduct" tended 
to increase. That tendency was further intensified by 
the need for clarity in legal rules. Moreover to an 
increasing extent, action to ensure that the co~duct of 
a State conformed to an international rule was being 
taken before rule was applied in a specified case by 
means. of the establishment by each State of a sy~tem 
of natiOnal rules and procedures that would inspire 
confidence in other States that the State concerned 
would apply strictly the international rule in question. 

48. The opinion was further expressed that the 
distinction became clear with respect to the treatment 
of aliens and their property. For example, in treaties 
where an alien was given the right to practice or 
engage in a certain profession, refusal to register him 
did not in itself amount to a breach by the State of its 
obligation until the alien had availed himself of the 
appeal mechanism wi~hou~ success. Similarly, the fact 
t~at the Sta.te had nat~onahzed the property of an alien 
did not by Itself constitute a breach of its international 
obligation to respect foreigners' property. The State 
would not be in breach so long as it agreed to com
pensate the alien for his property. 

49. One representative considered that the useful
ness of the distinction was demonstrated besides the 
examples given in the report, by certain arbitral awards 
concerning State responsibility towards foreign com
panies whose sometimes reprehensible conduct had led 
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a State to break its agreements with them. In one 
such award, the arbitrator had considered whether 
the State, before resorting to unilateral breach, had 
nevertheless used the specific means required of it, 
such as the granting of administrative authorizations 
tax exemptions and parliamentary ratification of a~ 
es~ablished ag~eement, while its foreign partner had 
f~Iled to pr~vid~ the quid pro quo required of it, 
SI?ce the ObJective of certain neocolonialist compa
mes was to set up as many obstacles as possible 
in ?r~er to e~~loit an advantageous, not to say mono
pohs~t~, positiO~ f~r as long as possible without 
providmg anythmg m return. The provisions of ar
ticle 20, as .they had been drafted, could apply to 
such. cases, smc:e the State had adopted the conduct 
specifically reqmred by an international obligation. 
. 50. Other representatives expressed doubts regard
mg the distinction reflected in articles 20 and 21 even 
though they acknowledged that that distinction, said to 
~e based on terminology used in countries with a tradi
tionally Roman s~stem of law, was not only attractive 
but was also possible and often made as the Commis
sion had indicated with numerous e~amples given in 
the commentaries. Some representatives while admit
ting that in many instances an obligation could be 
characterized as being of one kind or the other, never
theless considered that the distinction incurred the risk 
of creating uncertainty or confusion in international 
pr~ctice ~ince there were many examples of obligations 
which mtght be regarded as falling in one or other of 
the two categories established, and this either simulta
neously or subsequently. It was doubtful whether a 
distinction based .on rather arti~cial criteria could really 
be used as a gmde by States m the conduct of their 
international relations. In that connexion it was said 
that the problems which would certainly a~ise from the 
practical application of the distinction between interna
tional obligations must be taken into account when 
devising machinery for the settlement of disputes in 
the context of part III of the draft concerning the "im
pleme_n~a.tion" ("mise en ceuvre")' of international re
sponsibility. It was also considered that efforts to 
codify and progressively develop international law 
should at the same time endeavour to simplify it 
even. by using categories from private law wheneve; 
possible. However, to attempt to squeeze international 
law int.o prh:ate law categories required great caution. 
T~e distmctiOn between the obligations in question 
might have been useful for crystallizing the doctrine of 
State responsibility, but whether it should have been 
retained beyond that point was doubtful. 

51. Certain representatives wondered whether such 
a fine distinction was really one which could and 
ought to be formulated in terms of draft articles in
tend~d for inclusion in a possible international con
venho~ on State res~onsibility. Was it not really a 
t~eoreh~al and rec.ondite or a jurisprudential qualifica
tion whi~h, e~en If a~ceptable as a generality, would 
always give nse to differences in the concrete case? 
The question was also raised whether the distinctio~ 
would not represent a step backward, tending rather to 
confuse a situation which, it was felt had been made 
perfectly clear in article 16 of the dr~ft. 

52. It was also stated that, as suggested by the 
Co~mission, the distinction hinged on the amount of 
chotce tha~ a party was given in fulfilling its obligations. 
J:Iowever, tt was not clear how little choice the obliga
tion mu.st allow a party before the obligation would 
be constdered one of "means". The view was further 
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expressed that although in private law a distinc~ion 
was made between obligations of conduct aJ?-d ?bhga
tions of result, in international law an obhgation of 
conduct, viewed from a different angle, could also. be 
regarded as an obligation of res11;lt. _Suppos:dly_ typical 
examples of instruments estabhshm& obhgat10ns. of 
conduct might just as easily be categonzed as est~bhsh
ing an obligation of result, namely t?e promulg~t10n of 
uniform legislation in all States parties. In practice and 
in logic, it was said, it was impossible for a means 
not to produce some result or for a result not to be 
achieved by resort to certain means. In law, fr~edom 
of choice as to means was not always total and It was 
sometimes the case that the desired result could be 
achieved by only one means. If a provision o~ l~w 
required achieving a particular result and was mdif
ferent as to the means employed, only the result mat
tered· failure to achieve that result gave rise to various 
legal 'consequences, usually reparation or sanctions. ~t 
was never sufficient to employ the proper means if 
they did not lead to the desired result. Reference was 
made to the commentary, where the Commission stated 
that a conventional obligation might be interpreted as 
either one of means or one of result. However, it was 
said, the question could ?e ~ske~,whether ~ll ~bligations 
were not ultimately obhgat10ns of result., smce, OJ?-ce 
it was determined by a normal process of mterpretat10n 
that a party was required to adopt a certain course of 
action, the party was required to produce that result. 

53. It was also said that further confusion with 
regard to the distinction was caused by the use of the 
words "course of conduct" in article 20, which gave 
the impression th~t a single act or omission w_as ~ot 
sufficient to constitute non-fulfilment of an obhgatlon 
of means, and by the use of the word "conduc~" twice 
in article 21, paragraph 2, which related to failure to 
achieve a result. The use of the term "conduct" in two 
provisions as closely connected as article 20 and arti
cle 21, paragraph 2, as well as in other provisions, 
could create a very unsatisfactory situation. 

54. The opinion was expressed that the cases in 
which it might be difficult, if not impossible, to place 
a particular obligation in one or the other category 
were not simply "marginal" cases. There was a growing 
tendency in some international institutions to seek to 
characterize as obligations of conduct what were prima 
facie obligations of result, with a view to achieving 
uniform application of international conventions. That 
might be laudable, but it did obscure the distinction 
between the two types of obligations. Reference was 
made to the European Convention for the Protection 
of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and the 
directives of the European Economic Community. The 
Commission had stated that those directives contained 
obligations of result, in view of the wording of arti
cle 189 of the Treaty instituting the European Economic 
Community.3 However, recent jurisprudence of the 
European Court of Justice had shown that certain 
provisions of the directives might be regarded as directly 
applicable within the Community's legal order, not
withstanding the absence of implementing domestic 
legislation. Thus, an international instrument which ap
peared at first sight to contain obligations of result 
could subsequently be determined to contain obliga
tions of conduct. Of course, it might be pointed out 
that those two treaties conferred rights directly upon, 
or applied directly to, individuals. There were, how
ever, a growing number of treaties of that nature, and 
any generalized rule or distinction must take account 

of them. Furthermore, it was said that taken to its 
logical conclusion, the reasoning offered by the Com
mission would mean that a State which, in accordance 
with a treaty, adopted given legislation but did not 
implement it had satisfied its international obligations, 
whereas another State which had, in effect, already 
implemented the rules in question in its internal law 
but not promulgated legislation for the implementation 
of the treaty would have committed a breach of its 
obligations. 

55. Certain representatives, by way of example, 
referred to the possible categorization of the obligation 
arising from the principle of the peaceful settlement of 
disputes. On the basis of that principle, it was said, 
States were obliged to arrive at a specific result, the 
peaceful settlement of a dispute, but they might attain 
that result by means of their own choice, provided they 
were peaceful. Thus the obligation defined the means 
to be used for its implementation, while leaving States 
the freedom of choice. It was further said that the 
Commission had indicated that an obligation to resolve 
disputes by peaceful means was an obligation "of 
result" because a State could choose between several 
types of peaceful settlement devices; yet, it later stated 
that an obligation to adopt legislative measures was an 
obligation "of means" even though the State had the 
option of proceeding by enacting a law in the proper 
sense or some other normative means peculiar to it. 

56. Certain representatives assumed that the main 
function of the distinction drawn in articles 20 and 21 
was to lay the foundation for the rule enunciated in 
article 22 by identifying those obligations to which the 
rule of exhaustion of local remedies applied. It was 
stated that if such was indeed the purpose, then the 
distinction, which was based on the nature of a par
ticular obligation, appeared to be broadly equivalent 
to the distinction between direct injury and indirect 
injury in the more traditional terminology of the law 
of State responsibility. It was generally accepted that 
the local-remedies rule was not applicable to cases 
based on a direct breach of international law causing 
immediate injury by one State to another. Such injury 
would normally result from breach of an obligation of 
conduct, whereas indirect injury (i.e. injury caused to 
a national of another State) would normally result 
from breach of an obligation of result. It remained un
clear, however, whether the parameters of the distinc
tion between direct and indirect injury coincided with 
those of the distinction between breach of an obligation 
of conduct and breach of an obligation of result. The 
Commission, it was said, seemed to have a doctrinal 
attachment to the distinction between obligations of 
conduct and obligations of result, making it difficult to 
appreciate precisely how the rule of exhaustion of local 
remedies would operate under the scheme it proposed. 

57. With reference also to the Commission's com
mentary on the matter, certain representatives were of 
the view that although differences of interpretation could 
be referred to a competent international law tribunal, 
the fact remained that the distinction was so important 
in current practice that it would be desirable to establish 
a more precise formulation in the matter, so that it 
would not be necessary to rely on an international 
tribunal to solve the problem. It was also said that 
having in mind that where an international dispute 
arose as to whether an obligation was of one type or 
the other, it would be for a competent international 
tribunal to decide the matter, the commentary did not 
deal with the question of whether a claim made under 
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the wrong rubric would fail for that reason, as had 
formerly been the case with forms of action at com
mon law. Clarification of that point would therefore 
be welcome. 

58. The opinion was also expressed that although 
their wording was acceptable, the three draft articles 
adopted and, in particular, articles 20 and 21, could, 
given their place, diminish the impact of article 19. 
The criteria set forth in articles 20 and 21 could, with
out doubt, make it possible to ascertain under certain 
circumstances whether a breach of an international 
obligation had taken place or not, but they had no 
practical meaning if the obligation was so many-sided 
that it was difficult to decide whether it should be con
sidered an obligation "of conduct" or an obligation "of 
result". As the distinction could give rise to misunder
standings, articles 20 and 21 were favoured only on 
condition that their provisions were considered to be 
auxiliary and complementary. Article 16 could be used 
to establish the existence of a breach of international 
law and the auxiliary and complementary character of 
articles 20 and 21 could be stressed by inserting into 
them a stipulation that would link the whole draft to 
generally recognized international legal documents, such 
as the Declaration on Principles of International Law 
and Friendly Relations among States in accordance 
with the Charter of the United Nations (General As
sembly resolution 2625 (XXV), annex) or the Final 
Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in 
Europe. It should not be forgotten that, as the Com
mission had decided in preparing the draft articles, 
State responsibility did not arise from the breach of 
certain specific international obligations only but from 
the breach of any international obligation. 

59. One representative emphasized that articles 20 
and 21 constituted a unit. Indeed, article 20 and arti
cle 21, paragraph 1, contained definitions of the notion 
of breach by a State of an international obligation. In 
his opinion, those two provisions should therefore be 
combined in a single article, the first paragraph of 
which would reproduce article 20 while the second 
would reproduce article 21, paragraph 1. If a legal 
regime based on article 20 and article 21, paragraph 1, 
which related respectively only to conduct, i.e. means, 
and to result, was to be applicable, the future conven
tion would have to provide concrete, practical, reliable 
criteria for determining when it was only the means 
and when it was only the result that had to be taken 
into account, something that was not apparent in the 
articles in question. In seeking a criterion for distin
guishing between the ideas embodied in articles 20 
and 21, attention should be concentrated on the word 
"particular" in article 20 and on the words "means of 
its own choice" in article 21. Since the latter expres
sion implied the possibility of resorting to various 
means, it might be thought a contrario that the word 
"particular" meant that only one means could be 
employed. As it was, however, doubtful that that was 
in fact the meaning to be given to that expression, it 
was not therefore possible to arrive at a satisfactory 
criterion for the two articles as they now stood. If the 
police in a certain State failed to protect an alien who 
was attacked even though they were in a position to 
do so, that omission on their part gave rise to interna
tional responsibility of the State in question since it 
was contrary to international law. Did the alien acquire 
a right to damages immediately after the omission on 
the part of the State in accordance with article 20, or 
must the person concerned first exhaust all local reme-

dies as provided by article 21? Was the claim for 
damages a new claim under article 21, i.e. a claim 
other than the one arising from the obligations of con
duct? It could not be argued that there were two dif
ferent claims. 

60. Certain representatives, while questioning 
whether there was a real need for the distinction 
embodied in articles 20 and 21, nevertheless expressed 
their readiness to await the drafting of future articles 
since the Commission had stated in its commentary 
that that distinction would be of normative and practical 
importance when it came to determining the time and 
duration of the breach of an international obligation 
(tempus commissi delicti), a question it intended to 
study at a later stage. It was to be hoped that the fol
lowing draft articles would shed further light on the 
practical consequences of the distinction. 

61. The view was expressed that the difficulties 
created by the distinction could be avoided if the Com
mission took account of the concept of damage as a 
condition of responsibility, either independently or as 
a constituent element of an internationally wrongful 
act, and based the distinction on the beneficiary of the 
right in question, namely a foreign State or the nationals 
of such a State. 

62. In the opinion of one representative, in view 
of the provisions of articles 20 and 21, it would be 
advisable to insert in article 3, relating to the elements 
of an internationally wrongful act, an additional para
graph providing that those elements could be simply 
a course of conduct, or a given result. It was important 
to make a clear distinction between an obligation and 
the result it required. According to article 16 of the 
draft, there was a breach of an international obligation 
by a State when an act of that State failed to conform, 
not with the obligation itself, but with the result ex
pected, which could be a given course of conduct or a 
specific event. In other words, the distinction between 
international obligations "of conduct" or "of means" 
and those "of result" affected the question of State re
sponuibility only in so far as one took into account 
the various ways in which a State might fail to fulfil 
its obligations. The focus should not be on the obliga
tion itself but on the form which the breach of the 
obligation might take. 
Article 20 

63. Several representatives specifically referred to 
and supported article 20, which was regarded as an 
improvement on the original formulation proposed by 
the Special Rapporteur, having been made more flexible 
and appropriate to the reality of international practice. 
The article was well founded and the commentaries ap
pended to it cited a considerable number of practical 
examples to clarify the different situations envisaged 
therein. 

64. It was pointed out that the article dealt with 
the breach of an international obligation requiring the 
adoption of a particular course of conduct by a State 
and the responsibility which would thus arise. Such 
an obligation might require the enactment or the abo
lition of domestic legislation. The draft articles gave 
the State the freedom to choose the means of carrying 
out its obligation. However, where the means of con
duct were stipulated, failure to follow them would 
constitute a breach. Failure to fulfil legal undertakings 
would be tantamount to a breach whether harmful 
consequences ensued or not. In the case of article 20 
both the existence of a certain course of conduct and 
that of an obligation had to be demonstrated. 
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65. Article 20 was said to be a logical conclusi<?n 
to the doctrine developed in the draft articles. It was m 
conformity with article 16 but differed from the latter 
in that it laid down a specific course of conduct from 
which a State could not depart without engaging its 
international responsibility. In other words,. to the 
extent that the relevant international obligatiOn was 
directed to the pursuit of a particular end, it. also 
specified the means by which that end must be achteved. 
But important though it was th.at th~t end should be 
achieved the fundamental consideration that the end 
must be' seen as inseparable from the me~ns was of 
equal importance. The achievement. of ~pecified results 
was involved in the case of an obligation of conduct, 
but in that case there was a specific requirement regard
ing the type of action or non-action req~ired b~ the 
State to achieve the result sought by the mternatwnal 
obligation. 

66. It was also pointed out that the type of inter
national obligation dealt with in article 20 might relate 
to the conduct of the executive, legislative or judicial 
organs of the State and might entail a~ .act or c<:m
mission if the course of conduct was positive or active, 
or an o~ission or inaction if it was negative or passive. 
Had the provision been restricted to active conduct, a 
whole series of situations requiring passive conduct 
would have been neglected. In that connexion it was 
emphasized that States were bound to abstain from the 
threat or the use of force against the territorial integrity 
or political independence of another State and to adopt 
laws prohibiting racial discrimination. 

67. In the opinion of certain representatives further 
efforts should be made to define the concept of a "course 
of conduct" which was ambiguous and could give rise 
to future difficulties with regard to interpretation. The 
Commission had expressed its preference for that c~m
prehensive term rather than the twofold expressiOn 
"action or omission". There were indeed cases where 
certain obligations required the State to refrain from a 
specifically determined practice, and situations could 
arise in which the course of conduct adopted by the 
State in breach of the obligation consisted of a series 
of actions of the same kind rather than of one separate 
action. On the other hand, the view was expressed that 
the expression "specific course of conduct" used by the 
Commission was preferable to the words "action or 
omission", which might be difficult to interpret. It was 
also suggested that consideration be given to the pos
sibility of including the prohibitive aspect of State 
conduct in the structure of article 20; that could be 
done by inserting the words "or to refrain from adopt
ing" into the text. If that should prove undesirable, 
the article on definitions could be used to indicate 
clearly that the conduct of the State also include "a 
specific conduct of forbearance", a phrase used in the 
report. 

68. The view was also expressed that there was a 
need to define the concept of an international obligation, 
in order to prevent a confusion between the political 
and legal interpretations. It should be made clear that 
the obligations referred to were those flowing from the 
norms of international law in force at the time when 
the wrongful act was committed. A technical definition 
could likewise be given to the concept of "obligation 
in force". 

69. With regard to the expression "not in con
formity", which served to determine the existence of a 
breach of an international obligation, it was said that 

it should be understood in the light of the commentary 
on article 20. An act of a State over and above :vhat 
was required of it by a given obligation did not indicate 
absence of conformity. 

Article 21 
70. Several representatives also specifically r.efen::ed 

to and supported article 21 whose text was hke":Ise 
considered to be an improvement on the formulatiOn 
originally submitted by the Special Rapporteur in t~at 
it avoided the distinction between complete and Ill

complete breach. Article 21 offered a solution ":hich 
was both flexible and feasible; it had been substantiated 
in treaty and judicial practice and was in line with 
international justice and the maintenance of the rule 
of law. It represented an established measure of inter
national equitable consideration designed to affor~ a 
State the opportunity to fulfil its international <?b~I~a
tion so as to avoid incurring international responsibility. 
To give a party in breach an opportunity to make 
amends could only lead to the strengthening of the 
principle of pacta. sunt servanda, wh~ch was the corner
stone of internatiOnal law. The arttcle, moreover, re
flected the trend towards the co-ordination of domestic 
legislation with international obligations, which also 
strengthened the international lega~ <?rder. In ~he com
mentary to the article the Commisston had listed t~e 
various cases in which it applied and had set forth m 
detail the various problems to which it might give rise. 

71. It was pointed out that article 21, which dealt 
with the breach of an international obligation requiring 
the achievement of a specified result, was based on t~e 
principle that an international obligation of r~sult dtd 
not require a particular course of conduct: m other 
words the State had a range of options by which to 
achiev'e a specified result. The Commissions had a?
propriately proceeded to confirm that States could, m 
general, choose the means to perform their international 
obligations and enjoyed the freedom in such cases to 
modify their conduct at a later time ~n <?rder to ensu~e 
the required result. The general applicatiOn of the arti
cle allowed the State absolute discretion in its choice 
of means. However, there was a limited category of 
cases which afforded the State only an initial choice in 
the application of means needed to achieve the specified 
result. In the other category of cases, provided the 
initial choice of means had not rendered impossible the 
achievement of the required result or an allowed equiva
lent result, the State could discharge its obligations by 
its subsequent conduct or choice of means. It was also 
indicated that in the case of article 21, a breach arose 
from the fact that the State had not performed its 
obligation to achieve a specified result. Paragraph 1 of 
the article stated the general criterion, and paragraph 2 
provided for an exception: a State could acquit itself 
of its obligation by securing the specified result through 
its subsequent conduct, but it should be emphasized 
that the result had to be achieved in any case. There 
was a breach of an international obligation of result 
only if the State was found to have failed to achieve 
in concreto the result required by the obligation. How
ever, when it was clear from the obligation that that 
result or an equivalent result could be achieved by the 
State's subsequent conduct, there was no breach unless 
the State also failed by its subsequent conduct to 
achieve the result in question. It was said that the 
liberal approach adopted by the Commission as to the 
course of conduct to be followed by the State was 
justified by the priority accorded to the attainment of 
a certain result or its equivalent. In that connexion it 
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was stated that States were bound to settle their disputes 
by peaceful means of. their choice, including_ those 
provided for under Arttcle 33 of the Charter. Ltke t~e 
obligation to bring about a peaceful settlement of dts
putes, most international obligations relating to human 
rights were obligations "of result". 

72. The view was expressed that the specified result 
could be positive or active in substance and negativ~ or 
passive in form, or vice versa. In any case, the time 
factor played a decisive role in ascertaining the occur
rence of a breach. The provisions of article 21 had 
therefore introduced into the concept of a breach a 
novel element, chat of time· the State conce-rm.d was 
allowed a tlme-limit to achieve the re3ult In order to 
establish that respomibility had arisen, it was neces
sary to determine the tempus commissi delicti, i.e_. the 
tir..1e and duration of the breach of an internat!onal 
obligation of result. 

73. Some representatives referred to a difficulty 
that might arise in determining if the promulgation of 
a law contrary to international law or its application 
constituted a breach of an international obligation. It 
was said in that regard that the two types of obligation 
should not be confused, since the breach of an obliga
tion of result could not occur unless the required result 
had not been attained. The simple enactment of legisla
tion calculated to be applied in breach of an interna
tional obligation would not generally in itself constitute 
a breach of the obligation unless the legislation was in 
fact so applied. However, the opinion was held that, 
without further qualification, it was not possible to 
accept the assertion contained in the commentary to 
the effect that the fact that a State bound by an obliga
tion of result had adopted a measure or, in particular, 
enacted a law constituting in abstracto an obstacle to 
the achievement of the required result, was not yet a 
breach or even the beginning of a breach of the obliga
tion in question. That idea seemed to follow the same 
lines as that which had led to the insertion of the arti
cle relating to the exhaustion of local remedies in 
chapter III. It meant that no internationally wrongful 
act could be deemed to have taken place as long as the 
State had a chance of rectifying its own error or of 
not taking any specific action on it, which was ap
parently in contradiction with the refusal of the Com
mission to introduce the concept of damage. More
over, the mere adoption of a measure, even in the 
absence of implementation, must in certain cases be 
considered as constituting a breach of an international 
obligation to another State. The view was further ex
pressed that a State which promulgated a law contrary 
to international law, particularly if such a law could 
cause physical damage to alien individuals, was com
mitting an internationally wrongful act. In order to 
engage responsibility on the part of the State in ques
tion, it was not necessary for the promulgated law to 
have actually caused injury to the individuals to whom 
it applied. The most that might be admitted was the 
possibility of applying a different role where the prom
ulgated law dealt only with the property and not with 
the persons of aliens. 

7 4. It was further stated that a useful clarification 
was provided by the Commission in its commentary, 
where it was noted that in some cases the international 
obligation gave no indication whatsoever of the means 
the State might use to achieve the required result, but 
that in others the obligation, although not expressly 
requiring recourse to a particular means, indicated a 
preference for a certain means as the most likely to 

achieve the result required of the State. The view was, 
however, expressed that a sovereign State had complete 
freedom of choice where no indication was given of the 
means to be used. It could freely opt for one means or 
another, having regard to the possibilities available to 
it in a spec~iic historical situation, and the progressive 
character sometimes assumed by the fulfilment of certain 
internationally assumed obligations. For example, arti
cle 2, paragraph 1, of the International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
(General Assembly resolution 2106 A (XX), annex) 
stated that States parties undertook to pursue by all 
appropr~ate means and without delay a pvlicy of elimi
nating racial discrirr.i.nation in all its forms. It was to 
be expected that the concept of "appropriate means" 
would be reflected differently in the practice of each 
State party, depending on national particulariti~s and 
the nature of the existing regulations and legtslative 
machinery. 

75. Several representatives referred specifically to 
paragraph 2 of article 21 dealing with the situation in 
which, even if the State had initially adopted a conduct 
not in conformity with the obligation, it might be given 
another opportunity to correct the said conduct so as 
to bring about the desired result. It was said that besides 
the situation in which a remedy was applied to the 
internationally unacceptable imtial conduct of the State, 
there was another more radical one by which initial 
conduct not in conformity with the obligation was 
completely obliterated by the subsequent conduct of 
the State, such as in the case of reparation for damage. 
The important point to bear in mind was that the 
State's choice of the means to be employed could in 
no instance constitute a breach of the obligation. A 
breach of an obligation of result should not be deemed 
to have taken place while the possibility of a remedy 
still existed, in other words, as long as the result in 
question or an equivalent result might be achieved by 
subsequent conduct of the State. There was a breach 
of the obligation only if the State also failed by its sub
sequent conduct to achieve the result required of it 
by that obligation. The good faith of the party thus 
remedied the original breach whether the first course of 
conduct had been deliberate or not. If, for example, 
a country agreed to exempt from customs duties goods 
from another country, and those customs duties were 
nevertheless levied on such goods upon their entry into 
its territory, tltere would be breach of the former coun
try's obligation only if the competent authorities did 
not reimburse the customs duties unlawfully collected. 
It was further stated that by defining breach as a process 
occurring in stages, the rule provided an important 
incentive for States to redress their initial conduct so as 
to produce effects equivalent to those required by the 
international obligation, with a view to making repara
tion for injury suffered. That provision reflected the 
efforts of the Commission to solve the problem in a 
fair and equitable manner, drawing upon the guiding 
principles of international law. 

76. Certain representatives expressed some doubts 
concerning the expression "equivalent result" in para
graph 2 of article 21. It was said that that expression, 
by its flexibility, would facilitate international relations, 
but at the same time it opened the door to various 
interpretations of the meaning and scope of the concept 
of required result and, moreover, allowed the State to 
claim the realization of one aspect of the required 
result rather than the other. The State might claim, 
for example, that the realization of a certain degree of 
economic and social development was tantamount to 
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the realization of the objectives of human rights and 
for that reason reject any accusation of a serious breach 
of an international obligation of essential importance 
for safeguarding human rights. The view was also ex
pressed that the term "equivalent result" remained 
rather ambiguous, and should therefore be given a 
more precise and concrete meaning. For example, in 
the case of obligations in respect of the treatment of 
aliens, which, according to the Commission were obliga
tions "of result", a case might arise where an individual 
died following an attack on his person in a foreign 
State, as a result of negligence on the part of the com
petent authorities of that State in fulfilling their obliga
tions to prevent such an attack. That was the case 
envisaged in paragraph 2 of article 21; yet it was doubt
ful whether it could definitely be concluded in such 
a case that there had been no breach of the obligation 
from the outset, even if the State, for example by paying 
compensation to the victim's family, tended through its 
subsequent conduct to produce an "equivalent result" 
to that required by the obligation. 
Article 22 

77. Representatives who commented on article 22, 
dealing with the question of exhaustion of local reme
dies, generally agreed that it was by far the most 
significant of the three articles on State responsibility 
adopted by the Commission at its last session. The 
article embodied a universally recognized principle of 
general international law whereby State responsibility 
did not occur before all the remedies available for 
obtaining satisfaction at the internal level were ex
hausted. During the current critical period in the forma
tion of a genuine international community, the principle 
of the exhaustion of local remedies was of fundamental 
importance, since it reconciled the principle of State 
sovereignty and the needs of international co-operation. 
The view was also expressed that the exhaustion of 
local remedies was an established principle concerning 
the diplomatic protection of nationals abroad and, as 
such, constituted a basic norm of international law to 
which Governments must give consideration when 
diplomatic problems developed concerning the treat
ment of their own nationals abroad. It was an important 
safeguard for States when confronted by a claim ad
vanced by another State on behalf of one of its nationals 
who claimed to have suffered injury. 

78. Several representatives supported the inclusion 
in the draft of the rule embodied in article 22. It was 
considered that the relevance of the provision in the 
text could not be questioned; its exclusion would repre
sent a deliberate attempt to leave the current uncertain 
situation intact. It was essential that it should be in
cluded if the future convention on State responsibility 
was to be endorsed by a large number of States. It was 
also said that the formulation in article 22 had been 
arrived at after a full examination of the doctrine and 
of the views and practice of States on the topic. includ
ing the practice of the League of Nations. Besides, the 
rule contained in the article was engendered by political 
and practical considerations. It was an essential con
firmation of the priority to be given to local remedies 
and was consistent with Article 2 of the United Nations 
Charter. The rule was a means to prevent issues that 
might arise between States in connexion with the treat
ment accorded to aliens from immediately being raised 
in the international arena, especially at the present 
time, when so many countries, on the oretext of protect
ing their nationals, interfered in the internal affairs of 
other States. It also reaffirmed the principle of the 

sovereign equality of States, which ensured that no 
one was outside the competent local jurisdiction. The 
rule took national jurisdiction into account in view of 
the fact that parties might have associated themselves 
with local jurisdictions. It was also stated that the 
structure of the rule as formulated by the Commission 
fulfilled the contemporary reqUirement of a balance 
between the requirements of the suppliers of capital 
and those of the countries where the capital was in
vested. The latter States wanted confidence to be placed 
in their legal structures, especially since a minimum 
standard of legal protection could now be considered to 
exist in every country in the world. At the very least, 
it was said, the rule was an expression of hope that 
weaker States would no longer be forced to give special 
treatment to aliens and foreign companies without hav
ing a fair opportunity to remedy an alleged breach. 
From a practical point of view, the rule should also 
prevent the multiplication of claims at the diplomatic 
level. 

79. Several representatives, endorsing the Commis
sion's view to the effect that the text adopted should 
be confined to a general statement on the principle as 
provided for by general international law, which should 
be flexible enough to be able to be adapted to the 
various situations that arose in practice, expressed their 
approval of thi! t~xt of article 22 as currently woided. 
Certain representatives considered that the final version 
of the text could be improved, provided that the basic 
concepts which it contained were not changed. Other 
representatives expressed disagreement with the article 
as a whole or with some of its elements, as well with 
points dealt with in the commentary attached to it. 

80. One representative considered that the rule 
embodied in article 22 belonged to the category of 
primary rules, relating only to the establishment of the 
breach of the obligation, and was not in itself a general 
rule of international responsibility, even less a rule of 
jus cogens from which no derogation was possible. If 
retained in its existing formulation, it was too narrow. 

81. Another representative expressed the opinion 
that the rule was inequitable, particularly where the 
State not only breached an international obligation of 
"result" but was guilty of denying justice by systemati
cally preventing an injured alien from making use of 
local remedies. In his view, the Commission should 
reconsider the article from that perspective. 

82. It was also said by one representative that, for 
a matter which occupied so large a place in interna
tional practice and jurisprudence, the substantive rule 
relating to the need to exhaust local remedies was 
stated at too abstract a level of generality. In his opin
ion, the detailed discussion in the commentary only 
highlighted the lack of detail in the stated rule. Although 
the Commission had indicated that it had taken the 
view that the text adopted should be confined to a 
general statement on the exhaustion of local remedies, 
it had given no reasons for that conclusion, which was 
far from being one of self-evident validity. In view of 
the Commission's statement that the draft articles 
under study were cast in such a form that they could 
be used as the basis for concluding a convention if so 
decided, it would seem that the work of expressing in 
the form of articles the solutions to the manifold prob
lems of exhaustion of local remedies could be taken 
further. 

83. Several representatives agreed that the rule of 
exhaustion of local remedies applied only where the 
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international obligation which the State was alleged to diplomatic protection and not when asserting a right of 
have hreacbed was an obligation of result and not an its own. 
obligation of conduct. As drafted, article 2~, and 86. Also in connexion with the scope of article 22, 
particularly its paragraph 2, made the exbaust~on of it was noted that it was further limited to international 
local remedi.;:t. a constituent element of the notion ?f obligations concerning the treatment to be accorded to 
breach of an international obligation of result. It lard aliens, whether natural or juridical persons. That limita-
down an additional condition of the violation of obliga- tion was the most fundamental, inasmuch as it justified 
tions of result for a special category of obligations, the condition of the exhaustion of local remedies. It 
those designed to protect alients, ~atural ?r }urid~cal was ~onsidered that that justification of the rule was 
persons, and their property. It. was m the l~ght of tnat of primary importance to the determination of its exact 
obligation that it would be possrble to determme whet~er scope, particularly in cases which the Commission had 
a State had breached its obligation. A large proportion qualified as "more or less special or marginal". The view 
of international obligations concerning the treatment to was expressed that all international obligations to which 
be accorded to private individua~s allo":ed the Stat7 to the articles prepared by the Commission referred were 
achieve by stages the result reqmred of rt or to .achreve obligations from State to State; the result to be achieved 
it by subsequent conduct. The breach .of an mterna- was therefore required in the direct interest of another 
tional obligation of result would occu~ ~~ ~ases where State or States, or indeed of the international com-
it was established that the natural or JUndr~al per.sons munity as a whole. However, that did not prevent the 
who considered that they had .been p~aced m a sr~ua- singling out of a category of international obligations 
tion incompatible with the mternatronally reqmred whose results depended upon the "collaboration" of 
result had not succeeded, even after exhausting all the "beneficiaries" of such obligations and the victims 
remedies in rectifying the situation. No such breach of their breach. The absence of such collaboration 
of obliaation could exist in law until all available local could to a certain extent be compared with contributory 
remedi~s had been resorted to in vain. In that regard, negligence on the part of the victim. It was further 
article 22 completed the definition ?f b~each . of an said that it was normal that the private individual con-
international obligation of result contame~ m arttcle 21 cerned should take the initiative of resorting to all the 
and was closely linked to the .latter ~rticle .. On that local guarantees offered by a State. The exhaustion of 
basis. one representative considered It advisa.ble to local remedies therefore seemed to be a necessary pre-
combine the two provisions by adding several lines to condition in order to determine whether a State had 
article 21. breached an international obligation. That was the 

84. On the other hand, one representativ~ con
sidered that article 22, concerning t~e e:chaustiOn of 
local remedies did not apply to the srtuatrons referred 
to in article 2 i on the obligation of result and should 
not be combined with the latter article, as had bee!! 
proposed. In his view, the situation governed by arti
cle 21 concerned only the treatment of aliens pursuant 
to bilateral or multilateral establishment agreements and 
the like. In those cases, the exhaustion of local remedies 
constituted a well-established rule of general interna
tional law. In this connexion, it was said that a diversity 
of legal concepts currently existed in the world as to 
when local remedies could be considered to have been 
exhausted. State practice varied on that yoint, a?d it 
was extremely difficult to for!llulate a. umf?rm att1t~de 
to the status rights and duties of ahens m a foretgn 
country whether they were natural or judicial persons, 
unless the host country and the country of which those 
persons were nationals concluded a specific agreement 
or convention. That was the procedure followed by 
many Governments, in accordance with internationally 
accepted principles. 

85. Also with reference to article 22, one represen
tative noted that the Commission, while itself at times 
recognizing in its commentary the distinction according 
to the beneficiary of the right, whether States or natural 
or juridical persons had retained in the text another 
concept, namely that of the result achieved. I? his ~iew, 
that procedure was particularly .re~rettable smce, tf th.e 
solutions chosen by the Commrss10n were accepted, It 
appeared that a singl~ o?ligation could not be c;on
sidered as both an obhgat10n of means and an obliga
tion of result. On the other hand, the distinction based 
on the beneficiary of the right took account of the 
principle, which was well establis~ed i~ contemporary 
international law, whereby a State mvokmg the respon
sibility of another State would be bound by the rule 
of exhaustion of local remedies only when exercisine 

lop;ical consequence of the nature of international obli
gations whose purpose and specific object was the pro
tection of individuals. 

87. Several representatives addressed themselves to 
the question to what extent the rule of exhaustion of 
local remedies enunciated in article 22 was a rule of 
substance or of procedure. It was pointed out in that 
regard that the Commission had unequivocally con
cluded that it was a substantive rule, although con
ceding that it had procedural aspects. The opinion was 
expressed that the question whether exhaustion of local 
remedies was a rule of substance or of procedure was 
far from academic, since it was partly the nature of 
that rule that determined the point at which the inter
national responsibility of a State could be said to be 
engaged. If the rule was considered substantive, or 
primarily substantive, the international responsibility of 
the respondent State was generated only when local 
remedies had been exhausted. On the other hand, if 
the rule was considered procedural, it operated solely 
as a bar to the admissibility of a claim by the injured 
State before an international tribunal but had no effect 
on the point in time at which the international respon
sibility of the infringing State was engaged. 

88. Some representatives endorsed the Commis
sion's opinion that the exhaustion of local remedies 
was not just a simple procedural device related to the 
implementation of international responsibility, but rather 
a rule of substance which generated the responsibility 
in question. It was said that, as was p:oved by most 
conventions on the protection of individuals, by the 
decisions of the International Court of Justice and by 
State practice, that it was a substantive rule which 
might also have international diplomatic or legal effects 
on the implementation (mise en reuvre) of interna
tional responsibility, which was the subject of the third 
part of the draft. The Commission's position, it was 
added, was in keeping with the solution adopted in the 
countries of continental Europe. Besides, it seemed 
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contradictory that an internationally wrongful act, con
cerning the relations between States, could cease to 
exist because the individual involved failed to take the 
necessary initiative. It was more logical that, where the 
interests of an individual were involved, the interna
tionally wrongful act should possess a complex struc
ture, resulting from a whole series of acts on the part 
of the State concerned, from the original act to the 
stage at which the internal legal order, whose adminis
trative or judicial remedies had been scrupulously in
voked by the individual concerned, revealed themselves 
to be incapable of ensuring that international law was 
respected. 

89. Certain representatives who supported the Com
mission's position emphasized that the fact that the 
rule had been included in part I of the draft should 
not prevent the Commission when it turned to part III 
devoted to implementation (mise en reuvre) of inter
national responsibility from studying in detail its tech
nical and procedural aspects and its effects on diplo
matic and judicial procedures which were not negligible. 
The view was expressed that since the Commission's 
position did not exclude cases of initial breaches of 
international law when such breaches did not prevent 
domestic laws from construing the rule as procedural, 
it was gratifying to know that the Special Rapporteur 
would submit articles dealing with the procedural as
pects of the rule to the Commission. 

90. On the other hand, some representatives enter
tained serious doubts about the substance of article 22 
and believed that the local-remedies rule was first and 
foremost a procedural rule whose proper place was 
within the framework of the part of the draft which 
would be devoted to the implementation of international 
responsibility. The exhaustion of local remedies, it was 
said, was simply a condition of diplomatic protection. 
It was also stated that the rationale for the Commis
sion's position found in paragraphs 13 to 35 of the 
commentary to article 22 was unconvincing. In par
ticular, the cause-and-effect relationship between the 
two parts of the proposition in paragraph 14 of the 
commentary to the article was by no means evident. 
Further, it was stated that the apparently impeccable 
logic of the argumentation found in paragraph 15 of the 
commentary was in fact very questionable. The example 
was given that if State A asserted that State B was in 
breach of its obligations towards State A because a 
national of State A had been denied the benefit of 
most-favoured-nation treatment provided for by a treaty 
in force between States A and B, no claim for repara
tion of the injury suffered by State A in the person of 
its national would be admitted bv an international in
stance of a jurisdictional nature 'unless local remedies 
had been exhausted. However, it was said, the con
clusion was not, as the Commission had suggested, 
that the breach of the obligation imposed by the treaty 
had not yet occurred; it was simply that there had not 
yet been an opportunity for the infringing State to 
implement its responsibility. The situation was different 
when the breach of State B's international oblir-ations 
to State A resulted from the action of judicial 'organs 
of State B which had failed to perform t:1eir duty to 
afford a national of State A the internationally required 
judicial protection against injury suffered owing to a 
violation of domestic Jaw alone. In that case, it could 
be argued that State B's international responsibility was 
not generated until local remedies had been exhausted; 
however, that exception stemmed not from the principle 
that a State's international responsibility was not gen-

erated until local remedies had been exhausted but 
from the specific nature of the claim made by State A. 

91. One representative indicated that he would 
have no objection to the rule of the exhaustion of 
local remedies, which was generally regarded as a 
procedural rule, being considered as a substantive rule, 
if that helped to strengthen the sovereign equality of 
States. In cases where the conduct of the State consti
tuted in itself a breach of an international obligation 
concerning the treatment to be accorded to aliens, there 
could be no question of waiting until the aliens con
cerned had exhausted local remedies before recognizing 
that a breach had occurred. In his view, article 22 
should, therefore, be redrafted. 

92. The view was also expressed that any rigid 
distinction between a "procedural" and a "substantive" 
definition of the exhaustion of local remedies should 
be approached with caution. From a practical point of 
view it was important to determine the time from which 
the damage must be taken into consideration in order 
to calculate the amount of the reparation. According 
to the "substantive" approach, damages would be cal
culated not as of the time of the injury but as of the 
time of the exhaustion of local remedies, interest ac
cruing only from the time of exhaustion. Yet, under 
customary international law, when a State expropriated 
the property of an alien it was obliged to pay just com
pensation as of the time of the taking, and if it failed 
to pay such compensation even on the exhaustion of 
local remedies, an international wrong would arise 
concerning which the Government of the alien's State 
could make an international claim. It seemed that the 
Commission's draft did not satisfactorily deal with the 
problem of the time of the injury to the alien as from 
which the obligation to compensate him ran. Accord
ing to that view, a solution lay in recognizing that there 
was a wrong for which reparation was due at the time 
of the injury but that the right of the alien's Govern
ment to espouse a claim for that wrong arose only 
upon the unsuccessful exhaustion of local remedies. 
On the other hand, it was considered that as the Com
mission had rightly noted, the choice between those two 
solutions whether substantive or procedural, was quite 
unrelated to the question of the criteria for establishing 
the amount of compensation. There was no reason why 
the calculation of compensation should not be related 
to the first stage of a complex act. 

93. Certain representatives considered that it was 
not necessary, for the purpose of international codifica
tion, to adopt a position on the highly controversial 
question of whether the exhaustion of local remedies 
rule was one of substance or one of procedure. It was 
said that perhaps it was not very important whether the 
rule was of one or the other kind since the sole pur
pose of article 22 was to make it possible to determine 
whether a breach of an international obligation existed. 
The opinion was also expressed that the answer to that 
question depended on the circumstances of each case. 
The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea 
had not yet succeeded in determining where the rule 
was to be placed, but its classification as a matter of 
substance or of procedure was quite irrelevant. It was 
further stated that, at any rate, the rule must be de
fined in a neutral manner without specifying whether 
it was one of substance or of procedure. In practice, 
the alien who had suffered injury or the State which 
presented a claim on his behalf was concerned only 
with obtaining satisfaction of the claim. If no satisfac
tion was possible because the local remedies had not 
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been exhausted it did not matter to the party that that 
circumstance h~d prevented the claim from arising or 
the action from being brought. Furthermore, whate~er 
the fundamental nature of the rule, whether substantive 
or procedural, the local remedies open t<? indivi?uals 
must lead to results which conformed to mternatwnal 
law. 

94. Finally, certain representatives indicate? that, 
in any case, they could not express any final VI~W. on 
article 22 until it was known how the CommiSSion 
intended to deal with the more significant aspects of 
the local-remedies rule, namely the procedural aspects. 

95. Referring to the nature of the rule, certain r~p
resentatives considered that the rule of the exhaustwn 
of legal remedies was not a rule of jus cogens, and 
could therefore be set aside by a treaty provision allow
ing for swifter protection of the interests involved. 
However, other representatives took the view that that 
rule allowed of no exceptions and that any agreement 
attempting to exclude it should be considered without 
legal effect. • 

96. One representative, who regarded the rule o.n 
exhaustion of local remedies as a rule of general apph
cation, at least in the treati?ent of aliens, but from 
which there could be derogatiOn by express agreement, 
cited as an example the Convention on the Establish
ment of a Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes, 
in which the parties had agreed to submit disputes for 
conciliation or arbitration without their nationals hav
ing to exhaust the local remedies. In that connexion 
another representative stated t~at as far as the e~ce,p
tion to the rule of the exhaustwn of local remedies m 
the case of investment guarantee agreements, which 
involved, for example, the binding jurisdiction of t~e 
International Centre for Settlement of Investment Dis
putes, it was simply the counterpart. of the. official 
guarantee provided by the State o.f wh1c~ the mves.tor 
was a national. In that case, d1plomat1c protechon 
could not be invoked until it was established, after the 
exhaustion of local remedies, that the act of which the 
State receiving the investment had been accused was 
fundamentally incompatible with the provisions of the 
guarantee agreement. Furthermore, the system ?f of
ficial investment guarantees was currently commg to 
resemble an insurance system and in any case it seemed 
that the guarantee system had been applied in very 
few cases. Therefore it could not be concluded that 
there had been any sort of change in the machinery 
of international responsibility. 

97. Certain representatives referred to other aspects 
of the relationship between the principle and the de
termination of the existence of a breach of an interna
tional obligation relating to the treatment of private 
individuals. Thus, the view was expressed that there 
was no logical connexion between the exhaustion of 
local remedies and denial of justice, since even the 
least discriminatory legal treatment of aliens could be 
incapable of redressing an internationally wrongful 
act if that act arose from a legislative measure, and 
the judicial authority was not empowered to abrogate 
or waive the application of a national law which was 
contrary to international law. Furthermore, the struc
ture of internal procedural rules could render a local 
remedy inaccessible to an individual who had suffered 
injury as a result of a specific internationally wrongful 
act. 

98. Another aspect for consideration was said to 
be the question as to when local remedies would be 

deemed to have been exhausted. Consideration of that 
aspect of the rule might be necessary for the progressive 
development of international law in respect of State 
responsibility. In that r~gard the opinion wa~ ~~pressed 
that in order to decide whether respons1b1hty was 
generated only when local remedies had been exhausted 
or whether it existed prior to that time, it was necessary 
to know whether a wrongful act was already involved 
or whether the first wrongful act derived from the ex
haustion of local remedies. If the relationship between 
those quite distinct situatio~s could lead to confus~on, 
it was because local remedies were at the same tlme 
a means of redress and, in the case of failure, the point 
of departure of international responsibility. 

99. With regard to the sphere of application of the 
rule of exhaustion of local remedies, certain represen
tatives commented on the meaning of the term "alien". 
The opinion was expressed that that term was ques
tionable since it seemed to indicate either that the 
State was automatically responsible with regard to 
individuals who were its own nationals, i.e. that it was 
not necessary for the latter to exhaust local remedies 
for it to be recognized that the State had breached an 
international obligation "of result" in their regard by 
failing to treat them as it should, or else, which was 
unfortunately more probable, that the field of applica
tion of the principle of the exhaustion of local remedies 
was limited to the treatment to be accorded to "aliens", 
i.e. that it did not encompass the treatment which a 
State undertook to accord to "national" individuals. 
It was also said that as regards the term "alien" it 
would seem at first glance to be a simple matter: the 
exhaustion of local remedies should in principle be 
restricted to individuals and bodies corporate. But, it 
was asked, what about stateless persons? Had not the 
time come to adopt an international convention on 
State responsibility giving the State in which a stateless 
person was permanently resident the right to present 
a claim for damages on his behalf? Questions also arose 
in connexion with persons having multiple nationality 
and bodies corporate. The future convention could not 
be silent in that regard. In that connexion, it was noted 
that the condition of the exhaustion of local remedies 
did apply in cases of injury caused to foreign public 
entities-including States-provided that, in the cases 
in question, they had acted jure negotii or jure gestionis. 
It was also pointed out that the exhaustion of local 
remedies was inapplicable in cases of injuries suffered 
by persons acting as State organs such as diplomats, 
representatives and other agents of the State. Finally, 
the view was held that an international claim arising 
out of State responsibility should also be subject to the 
rule of nationality of claims. There should be a bond 
of nationality between the claimant State and the per
son injured. Possible exceptions to that rule might be 
the cases of inhabitants of a protected State or aliens 
serving on the merchant ships or in the armed forces 
of a claimant State. 

100. Several representatives agreed with the Com
mission's differing from the report of the Special Rap
porteur in not extending the scope of the rule of ex
haustion of local remedies to a State's treatment of its 
own nationals. It was said that the wording adopted 
by the Commission was preferable to the text proposed 
by the Special Rapporteur since it came closer to the 
traditional concept of responsibility, which related only 
to the treatment of aliens. To retain the Special Rap
porteur's proposal regarding recognition of the inter
national responsibility of a State in respect of its own 
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nationals would be, at the current stage, too bold a 
step in the field of the progressive development of 
international law. Before such a principle was incor
porated into an international legal text, a more detailed 
study should be undertaken with a view to avoiding 
any provision which might result in interference in the 
internal affairs of other States, especially the weaker 
ones. 

101. On the other hand, the opinion was expressed 
that during the second reading of the articles under 
consideration, particularly article 22, some thought 
should be given to extending the application of the 
principle of exhaustion of local remedies to the treat
ment accorded by the State to its own nationals. The 
international community was gradually assuming re
sponsibility for the protection of certain fundamental 
rights, and most of the existing conventions on the 
subject, such as the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
and the Optional Protocol thereto (General Assembly 
resolution 2200 A (XXI) annex), expressly imposed 
the requirement of exhaustion of local remedies. Fur
thermore, it should be kept in mind that the provisions 
of article 19, concerning the distinction between two 
separate categories of internationally wrongful acts, 
inevitably inspired the substance of the following ar
ticles-including article 22. For instance, the express 
reference made by the Commission to some of the 
most characteristic violations of international obliga
tions of essential importance for safeguarding the hu
man being, such as those concerning genocide and 
apartheid, had a special bearing on the possible ex
tension of the rule of exhaustion of local remedies to 
all private individuals, including nationals of the State 
directly involved. 

102. Several representatives commented on the 
Commission's decision not to limit the scope of the 
principle of exhaustion of local remedies explicitly 
to cases concerning the conduct adopted by the State 
"within its jurisdiction". It was said that there was a 
clear link between the condition of the exhaustion of 
local remedies and the jurisdiction of the State whose 
initial act ran counter to an international obligation of 
result. In the opinion of some representatives, it would 
be advisable to so limit the scope of the principle. 
It was said, as an example, that if a fishing vessel was 
damaged on the high seas by a foreign warship, it 
would be unreasonable not to be able to determine the 
existence of the breach of an international obligation 
and not to allow the victims to file an international 
claim unless it was established that judicial and other 
local remedies available to the victims in that State 
had been exhausted. It was generally admitted that the 
rule of exhaustion of local remedies was based, among 
other things, on respect for the sovereignty and juris
diction of States, and it would be unreasonable to 
require a private individual having no link to the 
sovereign jurisdiction of the offending State to abide 
by that jurisdiction and to exhaust local remedies avail
able in that State. Consequently, the scope of the ap
plication of that principle should be limited to cases 
where a person was placed under the sovereign juris
diction of another State and maintained certain links 
with that State. Such a limitation might in practice 
raise problems in respect of the exact limits of national 
jurisdiction under international law, but national juris
diction undeniably had limits. In that connexion, the 
view was expressed that the applicability of the prin-

ciple to cases of injury caused by a State to an alien 
outside its territory and similar cases should be resolved 
by State practice. 

103. One representative was of the view that the 
local remedy rule might be ineffective where the action 
complained of had occurred outside the State's juris
diction or had been perpetrated against an alien who 
was only temporarily within the State's jurisdiction. 
That was a practical matter to which the Commission 
should address itself. Cases of injury suffered by a 
sailor in a harbour of a foreign country or by persons 
in transit at an airport were examples of such a situa
tion. 

104. Another representative felt that the term 
"jurisdiction" was ambiguous, because it did not corre
spond to the same concept in French and in English; he 
therefore suggested that the words "in the exercise of 
its State authority", which might better reflect the 
justified concerns of the Commission, should be in
serted in article 22. 

105. Several representatives stressed that the ex
haustion of local remedies was only applicable where 
such remedies were effective and available and not 
merely theoretical. The Commission had made that 
point explaining that a remedy which would be a mere 
formality should not be required as a prerequisite to 
the State's action for reparation. It was said that in 
stressing the effectiveness rather than the availability 
of local remedies, the Commission showed that it was 
quite aware of the reasonable limits of the rule in cases 
when, on the one hand, the wrongful act entailing 
responsibility was directly prejudicial to another State 
and when, on the other hand, foreign private indi
viduals were injured at the same time and by the same 
conduct as the State of which they were nationals. 
The question had caused difficulties for the Com
mission and great emphasis had been placed on the 
concept of local remedies "open" to individuals and 
"effective" local remedies. It was felt that if differences 
of opinion arose concerning the interpretation of avail
ability and efficacy, they could be settled peacefully. 
In that connexion, it was said that to speak of rem
edies that were effective and truly accessible, was to 
say that they should, among other things, not be too 
onerous. 

106. On the other hand, some representatives ex
pressed doubts about the adequacy of the criteria of 
"effectiveness" and "availability". In that regard the 
view was expressed that the application of the rule 
of the exhaustion of local remedies was bound to raise 
problems of interpretation, if only in respect of the 
rather vague terms "effective", "available'' and "equi
valent". It should be remembered that local remedies 
by their very nature often made it impossible to obtain 
the results called for by international obligations. For 
instance, national courts in many countries were not 
even allowed to discuss the international obligations. 
Although that did not necessarily mean that a local 
remedy was not "effective" in such cases, since "equi
valent" results might be obtained, the difficulties raised 
by the application of that condition were such that it 
would be preferable to avoid giving it too broad a 
scope. 

107. It was further said that the Commission 
seemed, however, to give a rather wide meaning to 
those two qualifications. It alluded in the commentary 
to cases where the State of which the injured persons 
were nationals intervened without waiting until the 
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victims had had recourse to the remedies provided by 
internal law, which it considered incapable of correct
ing the situation in which its nationals had been placed. 
That example was deemed not quite convincing. The 
fact that the State whose nationals had been injured 
doubted the effectiveness of the internal remedies could 
not constitute a decisive criterion for determining 
whether an international obligation had been breached. 
The real reason for the non-application of the condition 
of the exhaustion of local remedies in the case of "a 
general atmosphere of hostility towards the nationals 
of some foreign country", as stated in paragraph 37 of 
the commentary on article 22, was rather the actual 
character of the international obligation contracted 
towards another State whose legitimate interests pre
vailed over the individual interests of the individuals 
concerned. After all, as the Permanent Court of Inter
national Justice had rightly stated in the Chorzow Fac
tory Case, "rights or interests of an individual the viola
tion of which rights causes damage are always in a 
different plane to rights belonging to a State, which 
rights may also be infringed by the same act".4 Sim
ilarly, it would be a somewhat strained interpretation 
to consider that local remedies were not available in 
cases where it was simply "difficult" for an injured 
alien to have recourse to them, even if the damage to 
his property was inflicted outside the territory of the 
State which committed the injurious act, to use the 
example cited by the Commission. There again, the 
real reason for not applying the principle of the ex
haustion of local remedies seemed to be a different one. 
If as the Commission stated, it would be unreason
able to require the State whose national had been 
injured to initiate actions at the level of the internal 
legal order of the State responsible for the injury, it 
was because the other State was in principle not subject 
to the jurisdiction of the latter State. 

108. The view was also expressed that another as
pect which was left unresolved by the general wording 
of the formula in article 22 was whether a remedy was 
"effective" if its operation was affected by unreason
able delay in the dispensation of justice. In that regard, 
it was felt that the traditional principle of exhaustion 
of local remedies was too limited in scope. The exhaus
tion of local remedies might be a cumbersome process 
in any country, involving the individual in delays that 
might render the application of the local remedies 
more or less useless. For that reason, it was said, 
article 22 should be amended in such a way that it 
provided for a breach of an international obligation 
of a State not only if the aliens concerned had ex
hausted the local remedies available to them without 
obtaining satisfaction, but also if the application of 
the local remedies was unreasonably delayed. A prece
dent had been set in article 5 of the Optional Protocol 
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. It was further stated that an indication of a 
possible answer to the question might also be found 
in article 41, paragraph 1 (c) of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and in ar
ticle 14, paragraph 7 (a), of the International Con
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination. 

109. One representative thought that the com
mentaries had left unprobed at least one of the more 
delicate and difficult problems which called for solu
tion. The omission which particularly came to his mind 

4 Publications of the Permanent Court of International Jus
tice, Series A, No. 17, Collection of Judgements, p. 28. 

related to one aspect of the identification of situations 
where the rule was that remedies need not be exhausted 
because there were no remedies to exhaust. The prob
lem was approached in paragraphs 4 7 to 51 of the com
mentary on article 22, but the question not expressly 
covered was whether a remedy could be deemed un
real (and therefore not requiring exhaustion) solely 
on the basis of an opinion of a local lawyer. Although 
it would not be reasonable to expect the commentary to 
cover every single problem that might arise, the prob
lem provided a test of the adequacy of the wording 
of article 22. The only relevant words in it were " ... if 
the aliens concerned have exhausted the effective local 
remedies available ... ". 

110. Another representative stressed that in stating 
that the principle of the exhaustion of local remedies 
must be interpreted in the light of the general criterion 
of good faith, the Commission seemed to have rec
ognized that that criterion, which was a moral one 
par excellence, was at the heart of the problems relat
ing to the international responsibility of States, in view 
of the prominence which all States must grant that 
criterion in fulfilling all of their obligations. It was con
sidered, therefore, highly desirable for the Commission 
to draw the necessary conclusions and codify in the 
draft articles the fundamental rule of obligation of 
good faith, as embodied in Article 2, paragraph 2, of 
the Charter. 

111. Certain representatives welcomed the Com
mission's conclusion that the requirement that the in
dividual considering himself injured must exhaust local 
remedies in no way implied that the State of which 
he was a national might not make diplomatic represen
tations to the State alleged to have committed the 
wrongful act until the individual had exhausted the 
local remedies available in the latter State. In their 
view, that principle was clearly right and fully in ac
cordance with State practice. On the other hand, the 
opinion was expressed that such action could be taken 
only as a truly exceptional step, since it could take on 
the appearance of interference in the internal affairs of 
another State, not to mention the fact that it could 
create friction between the organs of that State, espe
cially in countries where there was a clear-cut separa
tion of powers. When an action for avoidance or an 
action for redress had been brought, diplomatic rep
resentation should be directed to the executive power, 
which had competence in foreign affairs. 

112. One representative noted that the Commission 
had affirmed that the State of which the alien was a 
national could make diplomatic representations to the 
State alleged to have committed the wrongful act be
fore that alien had exhausted the local remedies avail
able in the latter State, but immediately afterwards 
it had stated that the State of which the individual 
concerned was a national could not "take over" the 
wrong done to that individual before the latter had 
had recourse to the domestic courts open to him. In 
his view, the Commission should reconsider that ques
tion in the light of State practice over the past 10 years. 

113. Certain representatives made some observa
tions of a terminological character concerning ar
ticle 22. One view was held to the effect that the article 
was complicated and difficult to understand. Another 
representative expressed the hope that the Commission 
would, when it returned to the second reading of the 
article on local remedies, be able to grapple in greater 
detail with the expression in codified form, as opposed 
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to elaboration in the commentary, of some of the 
detailed aspects of its application. 

114. As to specific terms, certain representatives 
considered it important to give a definition of the term 
"local remedies" in the draft. It was noted that the 
commentary on the article indicated that the Commis
sion intended to decide on the insertion of such a defini
tion later. With respect to the word "remedies", it 
was asked whether the term referred only to judicial 
remedies and what were the criteria for determining 
whether a State organ was to be regarded as judicial. 
Were arbitration and administrative remedies among 
the remedies which must be exhausted? The term "rem
edy", it was said, had different meanings in different 
States, but in an international convention it must have 
an independent meaning since otherwise there would 
be little hope of obtaining uniform interpretation and 
application of the convention. With regard to the word 
"local", it was observed that in some States there were 
concurrent jurisdictions and that it might be advisable 
to deal with that problem in the draft. In connexion 
with the term "local remedies", the view was also 
expressed that the word "effective" was apt to create 
problems of interpretation. In ordinary language and 
in legal practice, a remedy was effective if it had a 
positive result, but in the present instance it must of 
necessity have a negative result. Article 22 should 
specify that the remedy must be possible both in law 
and in fact. 

115. It was also said that the words "the obligation 
allows" should be replaced by a reference to the nature 
of the obligation, since the treatment in question did 
not derive from an obligation but rather from law or 
from a contract. Finally, as regards the wording of 
the French version of article 22, in fine, which read 
:'les recours internes efficaces leur etant disponibles", 
1t was felt that wording "efficaces et disponibles" would 
be preferable. 

C. SUCCESSION OF STATES IN RESPECT OF MATTERS 
OTHER THAN TREATIES 

116. In general, representatives noted with satis
faction that the Commission had made considerable 
progress on the topic of succession of States in respect 
of matters other than treaties. The significant contribu
tion of the Special Rapporteur, Mr. M. Bedjaoui, 
through his scholarly and wide-ranging ninth report6 
was stressed. It was noted that that report had under
lined the difficulties and complexities of the subject
m~tt~r, illustrat~ng varied State practice and divergent 
opm10ns of wnters. Hope was expressed by certain 
representatives that given the progress achieved at its 
twenty-ninth session, the Commission could at its 
next session, complete the first reading of the draft 
articles on succession of States to State property and 
State debts. 

1. Comments on the draft articles as a whole 
(a) General comments 

117. Several of the representatives who spoke on 
the subject expressed ~atisfaction with, or general ap
pr~val of, the ~raft artic:les adopted by the Commission 
at Its twenty-nmth sess10n on succession of States to 
State debts (see A/32/ 10, chap. Ill, sect. B). Stress 
was placed on the importance and relevance of the 
f?rmulation of inter?ational. rules concerning succes
Sion to State debts; It was viewed as the most contro-

l> A/CN.4/301 and Add.l. 

versial and intricate aspect of State succession. The 
study of the question of succession to State debts was 
described as essenti~l for a better understanding of the 
work already done m the field of succession of States 
to ~tate ~roperty (part I of the draft). Some represen
tatives smd that the new draft articles revealed a con
cern for relating the topic to current realities and that 
in taking that approach the Commission had made a 
remarkable effort to fulfil the need for the progressive 
development of the rules of international law in the 
~eld. The view was further expressed that the applica
~I<?n ?f out-dated principles could lead to de facto 
InJUStices. Other representatives recalled that all inter
national relations, particularly legal relations between 
Sta~es, were governed by the principle of good faith 
which should be .the starting-point for any codification 
efforts on the topic. Furthermore, in view of the scarcity 
of precedents in the field, it was said that the Com
mission's work should be limited to the formulation of 
a basic legal framework on succession to State debts 
leaving room for the countries involved to find flexibl~ 
soluti?ns on a case-by-case basis, with due regard for 
the circumstances prevailing at the time of the occu
rence of ~uccession of S~ates. Another view expressed 
~as tha~ It seemed quest10nable whether a meaningful 
mternat10nal consensus could be achieved within the 
foreseeable fu~~re on a? item which was always com
plex and politically difficult. Reservations were ex
P!essed by c~rtain representatives with regard to spe
cific draft articles adopted at the twenty-ninth session 
of the Commission. 

118. Finally, several representatives said that it 
was difficult to take a position on the new articles 
adopted on the topic pending further study and the 
final outcome of the Commission's work on the subject. 
(b) Form of the draft 

. 119. Support was expressed for the Commission's 
VIew that the form to be given to the codification of 
~les on t~e topic c?uld not in fact be definitely estab
hshe? unt~l the .topic ha<;l been fully studied. Practical 
7~n.siderat10ns, It was smd, should prevail even at the 
mihal stage and the decision to work as in similar 
cases, on the basis of draft articles was ;een as the best 
way. of defining or developing rules of international 
law mtended to regulate the subject. The draft articles 
as conceived, were consistent with the form of a~ 
eventual convention, if the General Assembly decided 
to refer the matter to a codification conference. One 
representative said that if the draft articles were to be-
7ome a convention, it w.ould be ad~antageo~s for newly 
md~pendent States to Implement Its provisions retro
actively. 
(c) Scope of the draft 

1.20. The Com~ission was congratulated on having 
decided to confine Its treatment of the topic to State 
property and State debts for the time being. The view 
was also expressed, however, that before the expira
tion of its current five-year term of <Ifice the Com
mission could begin the consideration of 'a series of 
articles concerning State succession to other public 
property and public debts. 

121. Furthermore, it was said that the decision 
~aken b,Y the. Commission in 1968 to give priority in 
Its consideratlOn of the topic to economic and financial 
II_latters was entirely justified. The question of succes
SIOn to non-financial obligations would have to be 
considered separately in another part and at a later 
date. On the other hand, the opinion was expressed 



Agenda item 112 21 

that the Commission should conduct a detailed study 
of all aspects of State succession in respect of matters 
other than treaties, without restricting itself to eco·" 
nomic or financial considerations. 

122. In that connexion, one representative stressed 
that the time had come to deal with the question of 
Jhe status of the populations of the territories which 
had been the subject of a ~uccesswn of States. That 
question was invested with a sense of urgency because 
of the human considerations involved. He said there 
were currently hundreds of thousands of former in
habitants of such territories dispersed over various 
areas of the globe, particularly in the territories of the 
former administering Powers. More often than not, 
those persons enjoyed only precarious rights in their 
new surroundings and had to cope with serious difficul
ties, since they had had to leave behind all their prop
erty and because even their nationality was sometimes 
in doubt or undefined. It was important, he stressed, 
to study and define the interests of those individuals 
within the context of the succession of States. 
(d) Structure of the draft 

123. A number of representatives commented fa
vourably upon the Commission's approach of maintain
ing to the extent possible a parallel between the articles 
forming part II of the draft (Succession to State debts) 
and those included in part I (Succession to State prop
erty). That approach was viewed as commendable and 
of utmost importance. Certain other representatives, 
however, believed that the parallel between the two 
parts had not been respected. A certain lack of paral
lelism was mentioned as between article 18 and ar
ticle 5, as well as between article 22 and article 13. 

124. As to the types of succession of States dealt 
with in section 2 of both parts I and II, the view was 
expressed that it was only justifiable to distinguish 
between different types of State succession on the basis 
of objective criteria, and that, from a legal point of 
view, there were only three types of succession: sepa
ration, transfer and unification. It was said that the 
distinction between a "newly independent State" and 
the "separation of part of a State" did not seem justified 
as it was based on considerations of a political or 
psychological rather than a legal nature and as it 
appeared to give rise to a number of uncertainties and 
difficulties. However, it was stressed that a very clear 
distinction must be made between State succession as 
the direct consequence of the decolonization process 
-where much could be said for a broad tabul6l rasa 
approach-and all other cases of State succession, es
pecially those arising out of dissolution or dismember
ment of a State, a case which the Commission intended 
to examine in the near future. Succession of the latter 
category should, it was said, follow the principle that 
the duty of the new sovereign to bear a portion of the 
predecessor's debt should be dependent upon the bene
fits accruing to the territory transferred; the emphasis 
should be placed on territory and on its population as 
the debtor element. 

125. A number of representatives spoke in favour 
of including in the draft procedures relating to the 
peaceful settlement of disputes. It was said that such 
procedures should lead to a binding decision based on 
law and should be flexible, including a wide choice of 
methods of settlement, in accordance with Article 33 
of the Charter. If the parties did not agree on a par
ticular method of settlement, each party would be en
titled to refer the dispute to compulsory setlement. 

Certain representatives referred to the need to estab
lish effective machinery for dispute settlement in the 
light of the inclusion in certain articles of the draft 
of such expressions as "equitable proportion". 

2. Comments on the various draft articles 
Articles i, 3, 4, 12, 13, 15 and 16 

126. One representative believed articles 1 and 4 
could be deleted as they merely stated the obvious. He 
also asked why the types of succession dealt with in 
articles 12 and 13 (as well as in articles 21 and 22) 
were not mentioned in article 3 on "Use of terms". 
Another representative expressed regret concerning 
what he deemed to be the abusive use made of such 
vague concepts as "equitable proportion" in articles 15 
and 16 (as well as article 21 ) and "equitably com
pensated" in article 16. 

Articles 17 and 18 

127. Many representatives who spoke on the ques
tion of succession of States to State debts referred to 
the scope of the articles in part II (article 17) and 
to the definition of the term "State debt" (article 18). 
As to article 17, while certain representatives believed 
that it was not drafted with sufficient clarity or that it 
should be deleted as stating the obvious, other repre
sentatives stressed that articles 17 and 18 were intrin
sically linked and opposed the deletion of article 17. 

128. Several representatives considered article 18 
to be the key element of part II of the draft articles 
and considered it to be acceptable and sufficiently 
broad to cover all financial obligations which might 
be considered as belonging to the category of "State 
debts". The definition in article 18 was said to be a 
masterly achievement of clarity, flexibility and political 
realism. The value of the comprehensive commentaries 
was also mentioned. It was noted, however, that the 
definition of "State debt" was the essential problem 
with regard to the draft articles on succession to State 
debts and had presented difficulties. Other representa
tives were of the view that the article was too vague 
and lacking in precision. It was said that the article 
did not clarify sufficiently the legal nature of the rights 
and obligations which they regulated and that it should 
specifically indicate what were the financial obliga
tions in question. Reference was made to a lack of 
parallelism between article 18, defining "State debt" 
and article 5, defining "State property". Also, it wa~ 
suggested that the Commission should consider whether 
it might not be preferable to transfer the definition of 
the term to article 3 on "Use of terms". 

129. With regard to the different categories of 
debts to which reference was made in the commentary, 
certain representatives agreed with the Commission's 
approach of excluding from the definition of "State 
debt", the debts of the successor State. For clarity, it 
was suggested that the word "predecessor" could be 
inserted in the last phrase of article 18 so it would read 
"chargeable to the predecessor State". Some represen
!atives_ supported the Commission's approach of not 
mcludmg debts of local authorities within the definition 
of "State debt". That seemed logical and just, it was 
said, since local authorities would continue to be re
sponsible for their own debts, notwithstanding the 
succession of States. However, another view was ex
pressed that in State practice, a very substantial part 
of the debts involved in succession were considered to 
be proper to the territory and to be "colonial" debts 
contracted within the context of the territory's financial 
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autonomy. Therefore, article 22, dealing with newly 
independent States, should in particular take into ac
count all debts contracted by the administering Power 
in the name and on behalf of the dependent territory, 
because the financial autonomy of that territory had 
been purely formal. As to the exclusion from the defini·" 
tion of debts of public enterprises or establishments, 
it was stressed that that approach should be clarified 
by th~ Commission as it was acceptable only if it was 
clearly understood that the debts of any public institu
tion situated in the territory of the successor State 
should pass to that State. Furthermore, it was said, if 
a public institution had its headquarters i11 the pre
decessor State and carried on certain activities in the 
territory passing to the successor State, debts relating 
to those activities should pass to the successor State in 
a proportion and according to criteria to be established. 
Regarding the category of delictual or semi-delictual 
debt, it was emphasized that a fundamental question 
was not answered in the draft articles so far presented: 
the distinction between debts having a contractual 
origin and those arising from illegal acts of the State, 
even if the victims were its own nationals or, a fortiori, 
if they were stateless persons or foreign nationals. It 
was said that such debts were frequently unliquidated 
at the date of the succession and stressed that the domi
nant factors in such cases should be the territory and 
the population. Finally, certain representatives agreed 
with the Commission's view that so-called "regime 
debts" should not be considered as a category distinct 
from State debts. 

130. The Commission's decision that it would not 
be useful or timely to draft at that stage provisions on 
the question of "odious debts" was supported by several 
representatives. It was stressed that the Commission 
was correct in deferring the question of including pro
visions on the matter until each particular type of 
succession of States had been examined, as the rules to 
be formulated for each type might well settle the issues 
raised by the question and thus dispose of the need 
to include general provisions thereon in the draft. The 
principle of good faith as the starting-point for codifica
tion efforts on the topic was stressed with regard to 
that question. It was further stated that the question 
was too controversial to admit of constructive codifica
tion. On the other hand, other representatives favoured 
the inclusion in the draft of specific articles dealing 
with the question of "odious debts". Provision against 
the inheritance of "subjugation" or "war" debts was 
deemed vital in discouraging such grave breaches of 
international law as subjugation of peoples, denial of 
their right to self-determination, or waging war. Ac
cording to that view, it was conceivable that notwith
standing the provisions of article 22, pressure might 
be exerted on a newly independent State to accept 
some of the "odious debts" as the price of indepen
dence. Therefore, it was in the interests of newly in
dependent States to have a specific rule of international 
law on the matter, under which they could denounce 
such obligations. 

131. Representatives who spoke on article 18 re
ferred to the word "international", which had been in
cluded by the Commission in square brackets in order 
to draw the attention of Governments to the difference 
of opinion among its members regarding the scope to 
be given to the provision in so far as creditors are 
concerned. Several representatives favoured the reten
tion of the word "international". It was stressed that 
no attempt should be made to define the financial 

relations of the State with private individuals or cor
porations, such relations being governed solely by the 
State's internal legal order; it should be made clear 
that only State debts of an international character and 
arising at the international level could be included in 
the definition of "State debt". Mention was made of a 
tendency to apply rules of private law to questions of 
international law, although in international law there 
could be an extreme inequality between parties with 
rights and obligations. To place persons, natural or 
juridical, on the same level as States was viewed as in
appropriate and inconceivable. Even if it were rec
ognized that certain debts owed to private persons were 
of a magnitude corresponding to inter-State debts, 
substantial difficulties would arise, it was said, if the 
two types of debts were regarded as identical and reg
ulated by the same rule of international law. The view 
was expressed that debts owed to individuals had no 
relevance to State succession and that foreign investors 
should have no more rights than nationals in the same 
situation. International responsibility vis-a-vis foreign 
investors could only arise, it was said, within the con
text of the exhaustion of local remedies and the denial 
of justice; to hold otherwise would constitute a serious 
breach of State sovereignty and a flagrant interference 
in the internal affairs of States. It was stressed that in 
formulating and codifying a new system of interna
tional law, the Commission must be careful to avoid 
establishing or confirming new forms of dependency 
between weak States and powerful corporations. One 
representative stated that his country had been sub
jected to intervention by foreign Powers on the pretext 
of recovering debts owed to their nations. Such inter
vention had given rise to the Drago Doctrine opposing 
the compulsory recovery of debts, which had been 
reiterated by inter-American bodies many times. That 
Doctrine should be, in his view, reflected in article 18 
and in any other article pertaining to the same issue. 
Moreover, it was said, article 20 stipulated that a 
succession of States did not as such affect the rights 
and obligations of creditors, thus affording a general 
safeguard to foreign private creditors. Another argu
ment adduced for retaining the word "international" 
was that the scope of article 18 should be reduced as 
far as possible since it was impossible to determine 
exactly the trend of contemporary practice in the light 
of the fluidity which currently prevailed in State prac
tice as a result of the process of decolonization. The 
scope of the customary rule on succession may well 
have been radically changed, giving rise to a new rule 
applying only to newly independent States; whereas 
the old rule, in modernized form, may still be valid 
for cases of succession not related to the attachment 
of independence by new States. One representative 
suggested that the question of the financial obligations 
of a State vis-a-vis individuals could be studied later 
in a more appropriate context, for example in con
nexion with the study of the prohlem of public debt'>. 
Finally, note was taken of the fact that the meaning 
of the word "international'' was broad in scope, refer
ring not only to financial obligations contracted be
tween States, but also to financial obligation<; between 
a State and an international organization or another 
subject of international law. 

132. Other representatives, however, favoured the 
deletion of the word "international". They believed 
there was no basis for excluding State debt to private 
persons from the scope of the draft and favoured a 
broad definition in view of the varying forms whi"h 
State indebtedness could take. It '.';as w-o.:·J t · : t it 
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was clearly a well-established fact that international 
law had been concerned with the interests of aliens 
as well as of States, and that that practice did not 
constitute a flagrant interference in the internal affairs 
of States. International law was not confined to the 
rights of States but also concerned the rights of in
dividuals, an elementary truth demonstrated in case-law 
and in numerous treaties. It was said that a preoccupa
tion with notions as elusive and abstract as sovereignty 
or international personality could lead to an excessively 
theoretical codification of the law, which in tum could 
produce great injustice; emphasis should be placed on 
territory and on its population as the debtor element. 
Both classes of debts owed by States (those to other 
subjects of international law and those to natural or 
juridical persons) were affected equally by State suc
cession, it was stressed. While the satisfaction of a debt 
to a national or juridical person might be governed 
solely by internal law, State succession was itself gov
erned by international law. The Commission's work on 
the topic had showed there was no point in distinguish
ing between classes of creditors. It was quite reasonable 
that rules of international law should deal with aspects 
of the factual situation involved in succession whereby 
the same territory and the same population came under 
the jurisdiction of different States before and after 
succession-a situation which third parties had neither 
provoked nor accepted, but which was nevertheless of 
great importance to them. Thus rules on the passing 
of State property had been recognized, including the 
acquisition by the successor State of fiscal jurisdiction 
previously exercised by the predecessor State. Having 
dealt with the passing of such "assets" from one State 
to another, international law could not, it was felt, 
keep silent on the question of the effect of State succes
sion on the "liabilities" of the predecessor State. It 
was noted that article 5 defining State property did not 
contain any limitation and even mentioned the internal 
law of the predecessor State, thus implying that State 
property included debt-claims of the predecessor State 
vis-a-vis individuals. Reference was also made to ar
ticle 11 by which debts owed to the predecessor State 
should pass to the successor State; similarly, debts 
owed by the predecessor State should be dealt with, 
whoever the creditor was. Also mentioned were ar
ticles 21 and 22, which mentioned the link between 
the State debts which passed to the successor State 
and the "property, rights and interests" which passed 
to that State, a link clearly independent of the status 
of the creditor. Furthermore, inclusion of the word 
"international" would, it was stated, no doubt be con
trary to the practice of States, which contained thou
sands of cases of succession of States to debts which 
were not debts on an inter-State or international level, 
but were State debts whose creditors were alien in
dividuals or corporations. In a codification of the topic, 
State practice could not be ignored in order to meet 
the ideological outlook of a minority of the world 
community which was antisympathetic to some forms 
of economic activity and which wished to deprecate 
the rights of individuals under international law. An
other factor mentioned by certain representatives op
posing inclusion of the word "international" was that 
an important part of credit currently extended to States 
derived from foreign private sources. The inclusion 
of the word might lead to a limitation of the sources of 
credit to States and international organizations, which 
would be detrimental to the interests of the interna
tional community as a whole and, in particular, to 
those of the developing countries. The argument that 

the position of foreign private creditors was adequately 
safeguarded by the provisions of draft article 20, para
graph 1, seemed doubtful to certain representatives in 
the light of the commentary which, in their view, gave 
a rather vague interpretation of the paragraph and left 
too much uncertainty as to the rights of the creditor. 
It was suggested that it would be worthwhile to confirm 
the protection envisaged in article 20 by omitting the 
word "international" in article 18. Finally, it was 
stressed that to recognize as a fact all the practical 
sources from which State debts derived neither ad
mitted nor suggested that the existence of such debts 
created obligations for the successor State. 

Article 19 
13 3. Ani~;ic ~ :i concerning obligations of the suc

cessor State in respect of State debts passing to it was 
commented upon favourably by some representatives. 
They expressed satisfaction with the contents of the 
article and believed it to be fully consistent with and 
parallel to article 6 of the draft relating to rights of 
the successor State to State property passing to it. 
Other representatives, however, raised questions con
cerning the article. It was said that the Commission 
should reconsider articles 19 and 20 which seemed to 
contain contradictory principles. If the succession of 
States entailed the extinction of the obligations of the 
predecessor State, in accordance with article 19, it was 
hard to see how it could not affect the rights and obliga
tions of third-party creditors; yet article 20 seemed 
to deny any such effect. It was urged that the rules 
governing the relationships between predecessor States, 
successor States and creditors be clearly defined to 
avoid all possible confusion. One view expressed was 
that article 19 was acceptable only if the draft articles 
provided for all cases where there was a State succes
sion to debts, otherwise problems would arise with re
gard to debts which did not pass to the successor State 
but which could not be considered as remaining the 
responsibility of the predecessor State. Another view 
was stated that the article should be extended to debts, 
while another view was stated that the article should be 
extended to comprise cases where an agreement had 
been completed between predecessor and successor 
States in accordance with the draft articles and had 
been accepted by the creditor. Finally, one representa
tive said it would be preferable to provide a definition 
of the expression "passing of debts", which would 
basically constitute what is now the text of the article. 

Article 20 

134. A number of representatives supported the 
basic, extremely important rule contained in article 20 
which was seen as reflecting the universally recognized 
legal principle whereby an agreement between the pre
decessor and successor States could not affect, in and 
of itself, the rights of creditors. The Commission was 
congratulated on having simplified and clarified the 
texts of proposals originally submitted by the Special 
Rapporteur, discarding any allusion to "devolution 
agreements" which, according to the draft on succes
sion of States in respect of treaties, could be considered 
merely as statements of intention. Other representa
tives, however, urged further precision and clarity. It 
was said that the meaning of the article should be ex
plained further. The agreement concerning the passing 
of debts of the predecessor State to the successor State 
could not in itself be invoked against a creditor third 
State; on the other hand, the rule of succession to cer
tain debts, as a rule of international law provided in 
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the draft, could be invoked against the third State in 
question. Moreover, it was stated, as soon as the 
successor State had contractually accepted the succes
sion, the debt involved was its own and it was obliged 
to discharge it. Attention was also drawn to the seem
ing contradiction between articles 19 and 20 (see 
para. 13 3 above). 

135. With regard to paragraph 1, a number of 
representatives stressed its importance, particularly the 
fact that the term "creditors" was given a broad inter
pretation so as to embrace not only third States but 
also their nationals. Thus the provision constituted an 
essential and important general safeguard to foreign 
private creditors. The suggestion was made, however, 
that to make it clearer that the paragraph applied to 
foreign private creditors, the term "creditor" might be 
defined. Other representatives expressed certain doubts 
whether the interests of such creditors were adequately 
protected particularly if the word "international" was 
to be included in article 18 (see para. 131 above). 
The formula was interpreted to mean that the set of 
draft articles did not affect the application of other 
international rules in force concerning relations be
tween States and foreign creditors (not nationals of 
the predecessor State) where such relations were called 
into question by a case of succession. 

136. Paragraph 2 elicited favourable comments 
from certain representatives, while other representatives 
questioned whether its provisions might be too rigidly 
worded and did not answer the question posed. It was 
necessary to reword the paragraph, it was stressed, so 
as to allow the predecessor and successor States, or the 
successor States, the necessary latitude to conclude any 
agreement regarding the passing of State debts. As to 
the text contained in square brackets, which was di
rectly related to the definition of State debt contained 
in article 18, certain representatives considered the 
retention of the text necessary, on the basis of views 
reflected in paragraph 131 above, while other represen
tatives favoured the deletion of the text on the basis 
of views reflected in paragraph 132 above. Another 
element considered to be important was the fact that 
the paragraph also referred to creditor international 
organizations and that it was clear from the commen
tary that there was no intention to exclude as creditors 
other subjects of international law from the scope of 
the paragraph. On the other hand, the view was ex
pressed that while such an approach might be prima 
facie technically accurate, it would be useful to as
certain the practice of States on that specific point in 
order to determine whether there were any precedents 
of international organizations or other subjects of in
ternational law in that situation. 

137. References to subparagraph 2 (a) were on 
the whole supportive, although it was considered ad
visable by one reprcsetnative that the acceptance of 
the agreement between the predecessor and successor 
States, or between successor States, by a third State 
or international organization might be "express or 
tacit". On the other hand, certain representatives re
served their position on subparagraph 2 (b) or ex
pressed doubts thereon. Paragraph 2 (b) was described 
as obscure and as bei11g clearly inconsistent with the 
purpose and intent of the preceding portion of the 
article and the commentary. It was further stressed 
that the subparagraph seemed to suggest that a creditor 
third State or international organization could find 
themselves being made subject to an agreement they 
had not accepted and to which they were not parties. 

It was necessary to determine when the consequences 
of the agreement were "in accordance with the other 
applicable rules of the articles in the present Part". 
According to one view expressed, if the reference to 
"other applicable rules" included the provisions of 
article 21, paragraph 2, and article 22, it was doubtful 
whether those rules were sufficiently clear to determine 
whether the agreement had legal effects in respect of 
third partie~. For example, an agreement between the 
predecessor and successor States following the rules 
of paragraph 2 of article 21 did not justify the auto
matic substitution of the successor State for the pre
decessor State in relation to a third party; what was 
reasonable and equitable in the predecessor-successor 
State relationship was not necessarily reasonable and 
equitable in the relationship between either of them 
and a third party. Furthermore, it was urged that not
withstanding the indications in the commentary that 
the subparagraph dealt only with the consequences 
of the agreement and not the agreement itself, to the 
extent that it ought to bind a creditor third State, with
out its consent, by an agreement between the pre
decessor and successor States, it violated the spirit of 
articles 34 to 36 of the Vienna Convention on the Law 
of Treaties,6 a situation which should be avoided. 

138. Lastly, one representative urged the Com
mission to consider a rule to the effect that if the pre
decessor and successor States had concluded a valid 
agreement which was not binding on third parties, the 
predecessor State could claim from the successor State 
any _sum which the former had paid to a third-party 
creditor. 

Article 21 

139. Some representatives considered article 21 
which dealt with the case of the transfer of part of th~ 
territory of a State, to be acceptable and correct on 
the whole, while another view was expressed that in 
its present form the article was not sufficiently balanced. 
Paragraph 1, which provided for the conclusion of an 
agreement between the predecessor and successor States 
on the passing of State debts in that type of succession 
was the_ subject of favourable comment by some rep~ 
resentatives. 

140. Paragraph 2 was the subject of most of the 
comments made on article 21. The passing of State 
debt on the basis of equitable proportionality, in the 
absence of agreement and taking into account the prop
erty rights and interests which passed to the successor 
State in relation to State debt, was supported by several 
representatives. Certain ot those representatives be
li~ved that solu!ion tll be wise, just, and easily ap
plicable. The vrew was expressed that the principle 
of equitable proportion, based on actual benefit, would 
be fairer than simply ruling that the :>ucces~or State 
should assume the dehts connected with the trans
ferred territory, namely localized State debts. It was 
stressed that equity had a special place in the system 
of _internat~onal law which had been highlighted by 
Umted Nations pracL~t: and an increasing number of 
inter-State instrumenb. Reference was also made to 
paragraph 2 Article 38 of the Statute of the Interna
tional Court of Justice. The suggestion was made that 
the principle of equitable proportion should be adopted 
by the Commission for all types nf State o.;uccession. 

6 See Official Records of the [inited Nt!TiNIS c,mf.:nnce on 
the Law of Treaties, Docummts of thl' Cvnfc·,'nce (United Na
tions publication, S8les No. E.70.V .5), d,xumt>nt A/CONF.3Q/ 
27, p. 289. . 
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Certain other representatives supported the rule as 
set out in paragraph 2, but recognized that the am
biguity of expressions used might lead to difficulties in 
their interpretation and application. Even so, it was 
pointed out that equity was only a guide to achieving 
a satisfactory apportionment of debt and that it might 
be assumed that some sort of third-party mechanism 
would or should be used to ensure a fair settlement. 
Moreover, it was said, the paragraph included a clarifi
cation that helped to determine what was meant by 
"equitable proportion" in a given context. Stress was 
placed on the fact that paragraph 2 referred to the 
case of the absence of an agreement, i.e. the existence 
of a dispute and that, in that case, it was on the basis 
of equity that the judge or arbitrator must decide. 
The view was expressed that paragraph 2 of article 21 
made it necessary to establish effective machinery for 
the settlement of disputes in any future convention on 
the topic. Furthermore, it was urged that the question 
was not whether the rule established in paragraph 2 
was ideal but whether it was possible to find a better 
alternative likely to command wider support, which 
did not seem possible. Nevertheless, the Commission 
should try, in its second reading, to avoid possible 
ambiguities. 

141. Several other representatives expressed doubts 
or opposition to the reference in paragraph 2 to "equi
table proportion" and urged the Commission to study 
the matter further. The terms "equitable proportion" 
and "equity" were said to be vague, amorphous and 
ill-defined, as well as being controversial. Equity was 
viewed as the absence of law, representing natural 
justice as opposed to legal justice. It was stressed that 
while it was true that principles of equity had on oc
casion been applied in deciqing international legal dis
putes, the problem had always been whether equity 
was distinct from law. Such a concept, it was urged, 
could introduce political elements which would under
mine the foundations of law. Paragraph 2 of Article 38 
of the Statute of the International Court of Justice had 
never been used by the Court; the difference between 
equity and decisions ex aequo et bono was not clear 
in the present state of international law. The vagueness 
of the concept was further aggravated, it was felt, by 
the fact that the paragraph provided that account 
should be taken of the property, rights and interests 
which passed to the successor State in relation to the 
State debt. The opinion was stated that the nature of 
the debt might be much more important in determining 
the passing than the amount of property transferred. 

142. The view was, however, expressed that while 
the practice of using such expressions as "equity" and 
"equitable proportion" was not reprehensible in itself, 
and might be of value as a formula of last resort, it 
was necessary to recognize that what the international 
community was doing was identifying an area in the 
law in which it did not wish, or was unable, to prescribe 
objective rules with a specific and predictable content. 
It was left to the parties to agree as to what was equi
table in a particular case. If they could not agree, no 
rule of law was applicable and all that could be hoped 
for was that they would accept third-party settlement. 
It was suggested that the factors which a third party 
should take into account when exercising the subjective 
discretion conferred upon him should be identified 
more precisely. Thus, the Commission should probe 
more deeply the range of factors which might affect an 
equitable decision in such circumstances and specify 
that some were more relevant than others. Only after 

such an exercise, and a full accounting of the difficulties 
and divergencies involved therein, could States be 
aware of the full implications of signifying their willing
ness to accept the application of equity. 

143. The use of the word "interests" was referred 
to by certain representatives. It was felt that it would 
be helpful if the Commission were to specify more 
clearly what it had in mind by that word, the impreci
sion of which had been demonstrated in the Barcelona 
Traction Case. Another view put forward favoured the 
elaboration of the word "interests", so as to emphasize 
the source of the financial obligation, which might be 
contractual or delictual, and to take into account such 
factors as the size of the population of the territory 
and the gross national product. 

Article 22 

144. Several representatives fully approved and 
unreservedly endorsed the rule enunciated in article 22 
relating to newly independent States. Support was ex
pressed moreover for the inclusion of an article on 
newly independent States since the problems of succes
sion to State debts might persist for many years after 
the attainment of independence and because there still 
was a number of Non-Self-Governing Territories which 
the whole world hoped would attain independence as 
soon as possible. It was stressed by several representa
tives that the rule embodied in article 22 constituted 
a significant contribution and an historical step towards 
the progressive development of international law. The 
opinion was expressed that international law should 
cease expressing the ethic of only part of its subjects 
and seek rather to reflect the new requirements of 
international public order, including the right to devel
opment. Favourable comments were made on the Com
missiQn's thesis that international law could not be 
codified or progressively developed in isolation from 
the political and economic context in which the world 
was living and that the proposed rules must reflect the 
concerns and needs of the international community. 
Thus it was impossible to evolve a set of rules con
cerning State debts for which newly independent States 
were liable without to some extent taking into account 
the situation in which a number of newly independent 
States found themselves. The Commission had found 
it was stated, that in formulating rules governing sue~ 
cession to State debts, it could not ignore the legal 
consequences of the fundamental right of peoples to 
self-determination and the principle of the permanent 
sovereignty of every people over their wealth and nat
ural resources. Article 22 was described as a success
ful blend of justice, scholarship and realism that would 
enable developing countries to meet their financial 
obligations without dislocating their economies, thus 
making international law more meaningful and rele
vant. State succession in the case of newly independent 
States was considered a special case, deserving pre
ferential treatment. The view was in particular stressed 
that there was a good rationale for distinguishing be
tween the case of newly independent States and other 
types of State succession, such as the case of separa
tion of part of the territory of a State. While in the 
latter case, both the predecessor State and the terri
tory transferred had been responsible for and had 
consented to, the incurring of the debt, thus allowing 
for some apportionment thereof, such was not the case 
in the newly independent State situation. Reference 
was made to instances mentioned in the Special Rap
porteur's report in which colonial Powers had been 
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only too willing to incur debts without consulting the 
territory which became a newly independent State. 

145. A number of representatives fully supported 
the general clean-slate rule contained in paragraph 1 
providing for the non-passing of State debt of the 
predecessor State to the newly independent State. It 
was stressed that the clean-slate principle was funda
mental to the preservation of the sovereignty of newly 
independent States. Furthermore, it was stated, the 
clean-slate rule, while not uncontroversial, had warrant 
in United Nations doctrine and was already contained 
in the draft convention on succession of States in re
spect of treaties.7 The rule was viewed as perfectly fair 
bearing in mind the financial situation of a number of 
newly independent States. Support for article 22 as 
representing a compromise was also expressed, al
though a more simple and precise version was con
sidered preferable. One representative supported in 
particular the alternative formulation of the article as 
proposed in foot-note 404 of the Commission's report. 
Another representative who supported the provisions of 
article 22 believed, however, that its drafting could be 
improved. He suggested that the article could be 
brought more into line with article 13 by including 
the situations referred to in paragraphs 4 and 5 of the 
latter article. Finally, the Commission's commentaries 
on the decolonization process were praised as very 
meticulous and erudite. 

146. A number of representatives who supported 
article 22 drew particular attention to paragraphs 39 
to 50 of the commentary dealing with the financial 
situation of newly independent States. Those para
graphs provided, it was said, an up-to-date picture of 
the situation of developing countries being asphyxiated 
by the growing burden of their external debt and pro
vided an extremely useful background for the formula
tion of article 22. The article was viewed as being of 
considerable practical importance in the light of the 
monumental problems faced by newly independent 
States of servicing their debts, part of which derived 
from succession to debts of the predecessor State. It 
was pointed out that the repayment of debts, some 
inherited with independence and others incurred of 
necessity to overcome under-development, had im
posed severe and crushing financial burdens on most 
developing countries, which had to incur new debts, 
in some cases, to pay off old ones. Consequently, it 
was stressed, the rules applicable in the case of newly 
independent States should be just and equitable not 
only in theory but also in their application to the 
actual situation of the States concerned. It was viewed 
as significant that the Commission had established a 
link between the topic and the legal problems relating 
to the establishment of the new international economic 
order and that its commentary had reproduced the pro
visions of the Programme of Action on the Establish
ment of a New International Economic Order (Gen
eral Assembly resolution 3202 (S-VI)) relative to 
the alleviation of the debt burden of the developing 
countries. The concern of the non-aligned countries 
with regard to the debt problems of developing coun
tries and the question of debt cancellation was under
lined. In that connexion reference was made to the 
final communique of the ministerial meeting of the 
Bureau of Non-Aligned Countries held in April 1977 
( A/32!74, annex I) and to the Declaration adopted 
on 29 September 1977 by the Ministers for Foreign 

7 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth 
Session, Supplement No. 10, chap. II, sect. D. 

Affairs of the States members of the Group of 77 
(A/32/244, annex). 

147. Other representatives expressed opposition or 
reservations concerning article 22 and the general 
clean-slate rule embodied therein. One view expressed 
was that since it was only justifiable to distinguish be
tween different types of succession on the basis of 
objective criteria, the distinction between a "newly 
independent State" and the "separation of part of a 
State" was unjustified and gave rise to uncertainties 
and difficulties. That distinction, it was said, was based 
on considerations of a political or psychological rather 
than a legal nature. According to that view it seemed 
impossible to advance the principle that no State debt 
should pass to the successor State in the absence of 
an agreement between the predecessor and successor 
States. Thus the article was considered unacceptable 
as it stood and a compromise solution was urged. An
other view expressed was that article 22 was perhaps 
the most difficult and controversial of the articles on 
the topic adopted at the twenty-ninth session. It was 
recognized that the Commission had had to do some 
creative work because, as it had itself stated, State 
practice and the writings of jurists did not provide 
clear and consistent answers to the question of the 
fate of State debts of the former metropolitan Power. 
If State practice and writings suggested a rule at all 
in the field, it was stressed, it would be based on the 
criterion of the extent to which a loan may have been 
of benefit to the formerly dependent territory. The 
rule proposed in article 22 was seen as being based on 
the financial situation of newly independent States and 
could not have been extrapolated from State practice. 
Although readily admitting that a certain number of 
newly independent States suffered from a severe burden 
of debt that inhibited their development, it was felt 
that that consideration alone was not sufficient to justify 
adopting the non-passing of State debts as a principle 
generally applicable to all newly independent States. 

148. Certain representatives drew attention to the 
distinction, which was said to be difficult to appre
ciate, made by the Commission in relation to the 
passing of State debts between the case of transfer of 
part of the territory of a State (article 21 ) and the 
case of decolonization (article 22). In the former case, 
it was provided that an equitable proportion of the 
State debt of the predecessor State passed to the suc
cessor State, whereas in the latter case nothing passed 
from the predecessor State to the newly independent 
State in the absence of an agreement between them. 
It appeared that newly independent States were to have 
something that might be called "better than equitable" 
treatment. The Commission's argument that it was 
necessary to avoid such general language as "equitable 
proportion", which had proved appropriate in other 
types of succession but which would raise serious ques
tions of interpretation and possible abuse in the con
text of decolonization, was considered not convincing 
at all. It was stressed that while the special situation 
and needs of newly independent States could not be 
denied, it was necessary to ask what were the serious 
questions in interpretation and possible abuse which 
could affect the application of the concept of equity. 
If, as was assumed, settlements involving equity were 
to be reached only by agreement or a third-party deci
sion, it was asked what questions of interpretation and 
abuse could affect newly independent States which 
would not also operate in other situations. The view 
was expressed that it was not merely the rule estab-
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li<>hed for newly independent States which raised ques
tions hut, even more important, the impact of that 
rule upon the value and application of equity else
where. The nlternative text of article 22 as formulated 
in foot· note 403 of the Commission's report was 
vie\ved as more in line with the proper approach and 
was supported by certain representatives. 

149. Concerning the commentary on article 22, 
certain representatives believed that it had occasionally 
gone outside the framework of State succession and 
indeed that of a legal study. It was considered inap
propriate for the Commission to include passages on 
international economic analysis in its report, as was 
done in paragraphs 39 to 50 of the commentary; that 
was not the sphere of the Commission's competence. 
Reference was made by certain representatives to the 
fact that a number of texts or portions thereof quoted 
in the commentary, including resolutions adopted at 
the sixth special session of the General Assembly, had 
given ri~e to reservations, or had been vigorously op
p:Jsed, hy Governments. 

150. Sume representatives referred to the proviso 
in paragraph I that the clean-slate rule would apply 
unle~s an agreement between the predecessor and 
newly independent States provided otherwise in view 
of the link between the State debt of the predecessor 
State connected with its activity in the territory to 
which the succession of States related and the property, 
rights and interests which passed to the newly inde
pendent State. While the view was expressed that the 
requirement for an express agreement for the passing 
of State debts sought to protect the newly independent 
State from being burdened by investments made for 
the benefit of the metropolitan country or to favour 
settlement by the colonizers, other representatives ex
pres~ed doubts concerning such agreements which 
soumkd very much like the leonine and rejected cat
egory of devolution agreements. It was stressed that 
account should be taken of the pressures which could 
be exerted during the negotiation of an agreement 
between the newly independent State and the predeces
sor State which had been the former colonial Power. 
I he new State might, it was said, be pressured into 
accepting 'Pdious debts" as the price of independence 
which had in fact often occurred. The suggestion was 
made that if the agreement had been obtained from 
the JL:wly independent State involuntarily, that State 
might have the right to repudiate it. One view was that 
the paragt a ph should retain only the principal rule and 
not enter into the details of the agreement, while other 
represcntati ves urged that, notwithstanding the require
ment<> fpund in paragraph 2, the nature of the agree
ment -;hould be elaborated. It was noted that the mis
givings concewing the paragraph were attenuated by 
the conncxion established between State debt and the 
activity of the predecessor State in the territory con
cerned. It was suggested that in addition to the criterion 
jmt mentioned, another related criterion which should 
be sati<:fied was that the debt incurred should actually 
benefit the newly independent State. The alleged ad
vantage to the colonial territory of certain activities 
which had most often been designed by the predecessor 
State to create conditions favourable to colonization 
was questio11ed. With regard to the further criterion of 
paragraph 1 concerning the link between the State 
deht nf the predecessor State connected with its ac
tivity in the teaitory concerned and the property, 
rights and interests which pass to the successor State, 
f'fJe rrrre~entatiw said that succession to State debts 

or obligations should be in equitable pwportion '', 
State properties and rights. He stated that while a•J 
exact parallel might be ideal, more lenient condition, 
should be allowed to the least developed countrie 
whose attainment to independence might be more o, 
less recent. Another representative, howe~;cr, expres~cl/ 
doubts concerning the criterion of the equitable rela 
tion between the debts and property, rights and i11 
terests passing to the newly independent State. 

151. Several representatives expres<;ed in particula•· 
their full support and endorsement of paragraph 2 ol 
article 22 which was viewed as being of great im 
portance for the defence of newly independent St,.ttc<;. 
It was described as an essential safeguard concerning 
the criteria governing the agreement between the pre .. 
decessor State and the newly independent State, en
visaged in paragraph 1 of the article. 1he agtee111en1 
must not infringe the principle of the permanent sovet 
eignty of every people over its wealth and natura! 
resources, nor endanger the fundamental economic 
equilibrium of the newly independent State. Para· 
graph 2, it was stressed, gave legal effect to a nuntbcr 
of important General Assembly resolutions adopted in 
recent years, was in full harmony with the propose<.' 
new international economic order and reaffirmed prin
ciples set forth in the Charter of Economic Right<; and 
Duties of States (General Assembly resolution 3281. 
(XXIX)) and in the Charter of the United Natiom 
The Commission had rightly referred in it~ commen 
taries to various resolutions and to the relev·ant wort 
of United Nations bodies, it was said. The t'piniCln \\<lS 

stated that given the severe indebtednes<; of new!:, 
independent States, which could make political incle 
pendence a mockery, it was of fundamental irnpm lance
that economic realities should be taken into accmmt 
especially when the debts had bem incurred without 
the consent of the people of the newly independent 
State. Moreover, as the Commission had well rcali7ed, 
article 22 must take into account the paynwnt capacity 
of the newly independent State, in view of the burden 
it had to bear in its efforts to develop an often harl.::
ward economy. 

152. Certain repre5entatives raised the qucqinr. 
whether the paragraph went far enough. According t{l 
one view, it would be nece<;sary to include in p:tra· 
graph 2 other criteria that took into accnunt tl1·.' di~ 
parity in levels of development of the territories nm· 
cerned. It was not sufficient, it was stressed. to include 
a proviso to the effect that the fundamente1l <>con• .:11ic 
equilibria of the newly independent State should no: 
be endangered, since that referred only to the imple 
mentation of the agreement with the predecessor St~.1e: 
it was essential that the agreement itself should not be 
disproportionate to the real economic circum<;t~HlCf.'; 
of the newly independent State and should have due 
regard for the new State's capacity to pay. Anotl1er 
comment made was that it would seem preferahle t<' 
delete the word "fundamental". Finally, it was <>ug 
gested that the word "should" be repbced by the word 
"shall", in the English version, which hnd alreadv lwen 
used in paragraph 6 of article 1 3. 

153. However, the opinion was str<:>s<;ed that it 
should be recalled that States which tonk rnra-;urc' 
in the exercise of their sovereignty mer their we:tltl 
or natural resource~ or in the intere<;t of their funda 
mental economic equilibria should, in <;o doing. fulfil 
their international obligations in good faith In arldi
tion, it was said that the Commission had treated t1 (
law loo<;cly in it·' ,·nmmcntatf to arL..:i..: ··; ip ·l 
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cussing the principle of permanent sovereignty over 
natural resources. Certain representatives recalled in 
connexion with passages quoting from certain General 
Assembly resolutions relating to that principle, includ
ing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States, that a number of Governments had expressed 
reservations or registered strong opposition to some 
of the resolutions and passages quoted. Thus one rep
resentative drew attention to what was viewed as the 
startling statement in the commentary that by those 
resolutions, the General Assembly had reiterated and 
"developed" the principle of the permanent sovereignty 
over natural resources. That statement was open to 
the interpretation, it was said, that the Assembly, by 
its adoption of controversial resolutions, "developed" 
principles which were arguably of a legal character. It 
was stressed that such an interpretation of the powers 
and practice of the Assembly was not accepted and did 
not conform to the United Nations Charter or to in
ternational law; the Assembly was not a law-making 
body, and its resolutions only contributed to the de
velopment of international law where they obtained 
virtually universal support, where the members of the 
Assembly had a law-making intention, and where the 
content of the resolution was reflected in general State 
practice. 

D. QUESTION OF TREATIES CONCLUDED BETWEEN 
STATES AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OR 
BETWEEN TWO OR MORE INTERNATIONAL ORGANI
ZATIONS 

154. Many representatives who spoke on the ques
tion of treaties concluded between States and inter
national organizations or between two or more in
ternational organizations noted and welcomed the 
substantial progress achieved by the Commission at 
its twenty-ninth session on the topic. It was on that 
question, it was said, that the Commission had achieved 
the greatest results at that session. Significance was 
seen in the fact that the Commission had been able 
to adopt 22 additional draft articles on the topic (see 
A/32/10, chap. IV, sect. B), which indicated that 
efforts to codify the vast area of treaty law had en
tered a new phase. The Commission, it was stressed, 
had made a commendable effort to regulate the growing 
interaction between the numerous and different sub
jects of international law; the many international or
ganizations now in existence had given a new dimension 
to international law. It was nevertheless said that diffi
culties had arisen and a number of problems had still 
to be resolved. It was recalled that the Commission in 
its report had indicated that international practice was 
still very limited in that field, and practically non
existent with regard to such aspects as reservations. 
The Special Rapporteur on the topic, Mr. Paul Reuter, 
had given evidence of his ability and ingenuity through 
his reports and by his efforts to ensure as much pro
gress as possible on the topic. 

155. The Commission was encouraged to continue 
its consideration of the question and the hope was 
expressed that its future work would proceed expedi
tiously and would not be unduly hampered by dogmatic 
controversies. It was also stressed that work on the 
question of treaties concluded between States and in
ternational organizations or between two or more inter
national organizations was now a matter of priority. 

1. The general approach and method followed 
by the Commission 

156. Most representatives who spoke on the mat
ter supported the method adopted by the Commission 

in its formulation of draft articles on treaties con
cluded between States and international organizations 
or between international organizations, by which it 
endeavoured to follow the provisions of the Vienna 
Convention on the Law of Treaties as closely as pos
sible. That practical approach had led to significant 
progress, it was said, and confirmed the particular 
usefulness and value of the Vienna Convention. Hope 
was expressed that the remaining articles on the sub
ject would be drafted in the same manner. It was 
stressed, however, that in using the Vienna Convention 
as its guide, it was important for the Commission to 
avoid allowing the present codification effort to become 
an exercise in interpretation of that Convention or to 
result in the formulation of contractory provisions. 
Attention was drawn by one representative to the va
rious types of relationships which the draft articles 
under consideration must maintain with the Vienna 
Convention. If they were given the form of a conven
tion, it was said, then on the issues regulated, the con
vention would take its place as a companion instru
ment of parallel authority to the Vienna Convention. 
But to the extent that the draft articles were based on 
adaptations on that Convention, reference could be 
made to State practice in the application of the latter 
Convention when faced with difficulties of interpreta
tion of the new instrument, but only in so far as it 
dealt with relations between States and international 
organizations or between such organizations. So far 
as the relationship between States under the new instru
ment was concerned, he stated that the text of the 
Vienna Convention could be used to correct deficien
cies in the new instrument, and to that extent that 
Convention would prevail. On the other hand, one rep
resentative was of the view that the Vienna Conven
tion should be considered with a critical mind, as it 
was very recent and as yet untested. In his view, work 
on the present question afforded a golden opportunity 
to correct any inadequacies or defects of the Vienna 
Convention. 

157. While approving of the Commission's method 
which recognized the intrinsic link between the Vienna 
Convention and the rules pertaining to treaties con
cluded between States and international organizations 
or between such organizations, some representatives 
stressed that the close relationship should not be trans
formed into a mere analogy and that the Commission 
should exercise caution in its approach to the topic. 
Because of the special character of the legal personality 
of international organizations, they could never be 
assimilated to States, it was stated. It was therefore 
indispensab!e, according to those representatives, that 
the parallelism should not extend too far and that the 
basic differences between States and international or
ganizations be duly taken into account. Unlike States 
the rights of international organizations were deter~ 
mined and limited by their rules, it was said. In addi
tion, it was recalled that the legal status, .functions 
and structure of international organizations differed 
from one organization to another and that there were 
differences between treaties concluded between inter
national organizations and States and treaties con
cluded only between international organizations. 

158. One representative doubted whether the latter 
category of treaties really came within the scope of 
the law of inte~national treaties. since they were really 
no more than mter?epartmental understandings, such 
as were common m every national administration. 
Thus, he said, it seemed simpler for the Commission 
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to concentrate on those treaties to which States had 
given their consent. Furthermore, the appearance of 
international organizations on the world scene, par
ticularly as contracting parties, was, according to an
other representative, a relatively recent phenomenon 
so that practice was still limited and far from uniform. 
Concern was expressed about the danger that the Com
mission might over-simplify intricate aspects of interna
tional organizations when drawing up draft articles 
strictly parallel with the Vienna Convention. 

159. One representative urged a close investigation 
of the various articles of the Vienna Convention in 
order to be certain that they applied mutatis mutandis 
to treaties to which an intergovernmental organization 
was a party. The Vienna Convention was largely con
cerned with the consent of a State to be bound by a 
treaty, that consent being basically a matter for the 
internal law of that State, international law governing 
the modalities of its expression on the international 
plane. On the other hand, he said, an intergovern
mental organization was a creation of international 
law, and its internal law was a matter of international 
law; the whole process by which it decided to be party 
to a treaty also derived from international law, al
though there was a process in the background by which 
States agreed that an international organ should decide 
to be bound by a treaty. 

160. On the other hand, certain other representa
tives questioned the need for the distinctions which 
the Commission had made between States and interna
tional organizations, such distinctions being described 
as multiple and convoluted. The view was expressed 
that inasmuch as international organizations were sub
jects of international law and could enter into treaty 
relationships with States, they should be considered 
as being equal with States for the purpose of participat
ing in the same treaty. It was said by one representative 
that Governments derived legitimacy from the consent 
of the governed, and international organizations acted 
on the basis of the consent of their members. Both had 
international legal personality and the capacity to enter 
into treaties, and nothing in the law of treaties made it 
obligatory to investigate how either States or inter
national organizations received authority to act. He 
said the internal law of international organizations was 
not relevant to the law of treaties. Special rules for 
international organizations in the law of treaties were 
required only in limited circumstances and should not, 
he stressed, be expanded because of an inability to 
accept the legal personality of such organizations. 

161. Finally, some other representatives urged a 
practical approach to the matter. While not ignoring 
that there were differences between States and inter
national organizations, such an approach, it was sug
gested, would avoid dogmatic controversies concerning 
the legal nature of international organizations and the 
allegedly ''fundamental" differences between States and 
such organizations in respect of treaty relations, which 
could unduly hamper the future work on the topic. 
It was remarked that there was a need to find solutions 
which were generally acceptable so that the draft ar
ticles might be a non-controversial contribution to the 
progressive development of international law. One 
representative stressed that it was the practical and 
pragmatic approach followed by the Commission which 
had led to significant progress at its twenty-ninth ses
sion. 

162. The form of the Commission's work on the 
topic was questioned by certain representatives. One 

opmton expressed was that a proper format for the 
work of the Commission on the topic might be a simple 
article applying the Vienna Convention except as pro
vided for in the articles that would follow, of which 
few would then be needed. Similarly, the view was 
stated that the Commission should first have sought 
to establish how far the rules set out in the Vienna 
Convention could be applied to the treaties under 
consideration. Thus it was urged that before going on 
to the second reading of the draft articles the Com
mission should make a radical reappraisal of its work 
and recast them in the form of the necessary modifica
tions to the Vienna Convention. The fear was ex
pressed that the draft articles being prepared would be 
both too complex and too numerous, which would 
seriously delay the later stages of codification. It was 
further questioned whether it was feasible to draft an 
international convention on the topic. Once it had re
ceived the observations of the Governments and inter
national organizations concerned, the Commission 
should, it was suggested, confine itself to producing 
a comprehensive report indicating the modifications 
needed to apply the Vienna Convention to the treaties 
under consideration, leaving the future evolution of 
the law to subsequent practice. It was perhaps super
fluous, one representative said, to draft a complete 
set of articles on the question; it would be tragic if, 
in so doing, the Commission undermined the work 
accomplished in the Vienna Convention. 

2. Comments on the draft articles as a whole 
163. Some representatives voiced their general 

agreement with the basic legal principles embodied in 
the draft articles on treaties concluded between States 
and international organizations or between interna
tional organizations adopted by the Commission at its 
twenty-ninth session. Those draft articles were said to 
require little comment since they closely followed the 
Vienna Convention and reflected the current state of 
the law. Certain representatives who made specific 
comments on certain draft articles, such as those relat
ing to reservations and article 27, said that the other 
articles adopted were acceptable. 

164. Other representatives, however, expressed 
doubts concerning various aspects of the new draft 
articles. One representative stressed that they were 
far from acceptable, as it was revealed in the draft 
articles relating to reservations that the essential fact 
that international organizations were not full-fledged 
subjects of international law had been neglected. An
other representative had no objection to the provisions 
formulated by the Commission but felt bound to ques
tion their practical value, since in its commentary the 
Commission cited only a few relevant treaties and not 
a single case of a reservation formulated in the cir
cumstances. Certain representatives noted that in an 
endeavour to achieve symmetry, repetitions and re
currences of long difficult expressions had been re
tained. In addition, to make the draft articles complete, 
a series of combinations and permutations of terms 
had been adopted. While it was recognized that such 
technical difficulties had been encountered and that 
the Commission had succeeded in finding compromise 
solutions, it was stressed that it would be desirable 
for the Commission to render the text simpler and less 
cumbersome. It was suggested that article 2 on use of 
terms might include certain terms used throughout the 
draft in order to shorten it without detriment to its 
clarity. Finally, one representative felt that some of 
the commentaries on draft articles that reproduced 
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textually the corresponding articles of the Vienna Con
vention should have been broader, more detailed and 
more explicit. 

165. One representative referred to the repeated 
reference in the draft articles to "the object and purpose 
of the treaty". He said that when only States were 
parties to a treaty, once could always refer to the ob
ject and purpose of the treaty, but when one or more 
international organizations were parties to a treaty, 
a reference to its object and purpose could have certain 
repercussions on the object and purpose of the treaty 
establishing the relevant international organization or 
organizations. He urged that the Commission should 
give some thought to that problem. 

166. Certain representatives reserved their position 
on the draft articles under consideration pending fur
ther study and the Commission's future work on the 
topic. 

3. Comments on the various draft articles 

Article 2, subparagraph 1 (i) 

167. One representative considered the definition 
of "international organization" contained in subpara
graph 1 (i) of article 2 to be unsuitable because it was 
too vague. In his view, the term should mean only 
those organizations which had been established by 
treaty and themselves possessed the treaty-making ca
pacity. He stressed that if any other kind of intergov
ernmental organization became a party to agreements 
or treaties, there would be a problem in determining 
whether those agreements or treaties should be gov
erned by international law or by internal law. 

Article 2, subparagraph 1 (j) 

168. With regard to the definition of "rules of the 
organization" in subparagraph 1 (j) of article 2, one 
representative found that definition useful and ac
ceptable, since it was as precise and complete as pos
sible. He noted that it reproduced in full the definition 
of that expression given in the Vienna Convention 
on the Representation of States in Their Relations with 
International Organizations of a Universal Character.8 

On the other hand, another representative believed that 
transportation was incorrect since the two contexts 
were very different. Consequently, he welcomed the fact 
that the Commission had recognized the need to re
examine that point and stressed the importance of the 
definition in connexion with article 27 (see para. 179 
below). 

Articles 19, 19 bis, 19 ter, 20, 20 bis, 21, 22, 2 3 and 
23 bis 

169. Many of the representatives who spoke on 
the topic made general comments on the draft articles 
included in section 2 of part II of the draft, relating 
to the question of reservations, as well as more specific 
comments relating to certain articles included in that 
section. The draft articles relating to reservations dealt 
with an extremely complex problem on which little 
light was shed by existing international law, it was said. 
The view was, however, expressed that although some 
complications seemed inevitable in achieving a con
sensus because of the fundamental differences of ap
proach as far as international organizations were con-

8 See United Nations Conference on the Representation of 
States in Their Relations with International Organizations, 
vol. II (Uni~cd Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.V.l2), 
document A/CONF.67/l6, p. 207. 

cerned, simpler and less elaborate solutions to the 
problem of reservations were preferred. 

170. Some representatives found reasonable and 
practical the rules concerning reservations adopted by 
the Commission. Support was expressed in particular 
for aidcles 19, 19 bis and 19 ter. The rules concerning 
reservations, it was said, were based on the "liberal" 
regime of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Trea
ties allowing, in general, the formulation of reservations 
in all cases for States (article 19 bis, para. 1), and in 
cases for international organizations when the treaty 
was solely between organizations (article 19) or when 
the participation of an organization was not essential 
to the object and purpose of a treaty between States 
and international organizations (article 19 bis, para. 3). 
Thus when an organization's participation in the latter 
type of treaty was essential to its object and purpose, 
the Commission had adopted a more "strict" approach, 
allowing reservations only if expressly authorized or 
otherwise agreed that reservations were authorized ( ar
ticle 19 bis, para. 2). Similarly, for the question of 
objections to reservations, which had not been the 
subject of a separate provision in the Vienna Conven
tion, a "liberal" regime allowing objections was applied 
for States (article 19 ter, para. 2) and for international 
organizations in the case of treaties between organiza
tions (article 19 ter, para. 1). In the case of treaties 
between States and international organizations, organi
zations were afforded a "liberal" regime if their par
ticipation in the treaty was not essential to its object 
and purpose or if the possibility of objecting was ex
pressly granted by the treaty or was a necessary con
sequence of the tasks assigned to the organizations by 
the treaty (article 19 ter, para. 3); otherwise, a "strict" 
regime would be applicable for international organiza
tions. It was indicated that by adopting such a balanced, 
pragmatic and flexible dual regime, the Commission 
had succeeded in reaching a successful compromise 
on the delicate question of reservations, taking into 
account the differences between States and international 
organizations. It was stressed that the general applica
tion of the "liberal" regime of the Vienna Convention 
with respect to reservations could lead to a chaotic 
situation; nor could the solution be to deny interna
tional organizations the right to formulate or accept 
reservations, or to object to them. Thus, it was em
phasized, the Commission had been correct in consider
ing the matter from the viewpoint of determining what 
limitations should be imposed on that right. In that 
connexion, the system proposed by the Commission 
in article 19 bis and 19 ter seemed quite acceptable. 
If the participation of the international organization 
was essential in view of the specific responsibilities 
given to it by the treaty, everything would point to the 
~act that the ?rganization would have participated fully 
m the adoptiOn of the text of the treaty and in the 
related negotiations. Furthermore, it was said if the 
organization's own field of competence was su'ch that 
it could not fulfil the object and purpose of the treaty, 
it would not have become a party to the treaty and thus 
it was far from certain that certain problems raised 
were real ones. It was noted with gratification that 
the Commission had recognized in connexion with 
article 19 bis, paragraphs 2 and 3, the distinction be
twe_en ~ifferent types of i~tern~tional organizations, by 
takmg mto account the s1tuat10n of non-universal or
ganizations admitted to participation in a multilateral 
convention in cases where, because of the powers dele
gated to them by States, they were at least partly 
substituted for their members. For organizations of that 
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kind, it was said that the more open regime provided 
for in article 19 bis, paragraph 3, and article 19 ter, 
paragraph 3, \Vas particularly suitable. 

171. Other representatives, however, could not ac
cept the solutions offered in the draft articles on reser
vations, as it was maintained that the basic differences 
existing between States and international organizations 
were not sufficiently brought out. Those differences 
implied, it was stressed, distinctions with respect to 
their importance, their nature and the conditions under 
which they might formulate reservations, which in the 
.case of international organizations should be allowed 
only as an exception to the general rule, in other words 
only when expressly authorized by the treaty in ques
tion. It was thus <>tressed by some representatives that 
the Commission should accordingly reconsider the 
draft articles adopted on reservations and revise its 
position. Support was expressed by certain of those 
representatives for the alternative text to articles 19 
and 19 bis reproduced in foot-note 435 of the Com
mission's report which was based on a more restricted 
but homogeneous regime. To provide, as was done in 
the present text of draft articles 19 and 19 bis, for a 
regime allowing reservations by international organi
zations, even subject to certain conditions, conformed 
to neither the doctrine nor the practice followed by 
international organizations, it was said. The statement 
was made that the condition based upon the concept 
of participation that was essential to the object and 
purpose of the treaty was vague and would lead to 
uncertainty. One view expressed was that in formulat
ing reservations States were seeking to protect their 
vital interests, but, in view of the restricted competence 
of international organizations, it was difficult to know 
what interests it might be vital for them to protect. 
Furthermore, objections to reservations on the part of 
certain States or organizations could give rise to situa
tions where the organization could have different rela
tionships, possibly on important matters, with different 
member States. It was emphasized that the formulation 
of reservations and the acceptance or rejection of 
reservations by an international organization clearly 
had to be decided by its competent organ. According to 
another view, intergovernmental organizations should 
not be authorized to formulate reservations under resi
dual rules, since it was clear from the proposed texts, 
especially article 20 bis, that such a possibility could 
undermine the delicate balance maintained by the 
relevant provisions of the Vienna Convention. The fact 
that one or more international organizations might be 
entitled to become party to a multilateral convention 
should not, it was stressed, prejudice the right of the 
State to formulate reservations in accordance with the 
provisions of the Vienna Convention. 

1 72. Still other representatives viewed the draft 
articles on reservations as being more restrictive than 
necessary. It was questioned by certain representatives 
whether a special rule was required in the situation 
envisaged in article 19 bis, whereby international or
ganizations were given less flexibility than a State in 
making a reservation to a treaty in which its participa
tion was essential to the object and purpose of the 
treaty. According to that view, the residual rule re
flected in article 19 of the Vienna Convention that a 
reservation was permissible where it was not incom
patible with the object and purpose of the treaty should 
simply be applied to international organizations in their 
treaties with States and international organizations. It 
was stressed that the essential principles of the "liberal" 

regime of the Vienna Convention should be extended 
to treaties concluded by international organizations. 
According to one view expressed, international organi
zations should be fully authorized to enter reservations 
and to object to reservations made by States. It was 
possible that reservations made by States might run 
counter to some decisions taken by a competent organ 
of an international organization whose participation 
was essential to the object and purpose of the treaty. 
Alternatively, such reservations might, it was said, be 
inconsistent with the principles and purposes of the 
organization. In such cases, it was stressed, the right 
of the organization to enter an objection should not be 
restricted nor linked to any necessary consequences 
of the tasks assigned to it by the treaty. Restrictions 
should not be imposed on international organizations 
on the assumption that such organizations were institu
tions created by the States participating in the treaty 
since that was not necessarily so, as in the case of a 
regional organization concluding a treaty with non
member States. 

173. In that regard, certain representatives urged 
the Commission to study and clarify the relationship 
between an international organization and its member 
States, when both the organization and its member 
States were parties to the same treaty. A solution 
should be found, one representative said, to the prob
lems currently being encountered when an interna
tional organization, which carried out its activities 
within the tenitory of a State, was a party, together 
with that State, to a treaty to which only one of them 
had made reservations. 

174. In connexion with the use in article 19 of the 
phrase "treaty between several international organiza
tions" one representative considered it premature to 
foreclose the possibility of reservations in a bilateral 
sense. In his view, while an understandably cautious 
approach on the matter had been taken by the Com
mission, it should not be forgotten that excessive cau
tion would inhibit the progressive development in that 
important area of treaty law. 

175. Concerning article 19 bis, the view was ex
pressed by one representative that the phrase "treaties 
between States and one or more international organiza
tions or between international organizations and one 
or more States" was too long, even though good rea
sons had been given for its use. He suggested that a 
shorter term be adopted which could be defined in 
article 2 on the use of terms. 

176. As to article 20 bis, one representative won
dered whether the elaborate scheme of situations con
tained in paragraph 3 was necessary, or whether it 
might be preferable to leave that question to the inter
pretation of the treaty. 

177. One representative considered that the Com
mission should redraft articles 23 and 23 bis to take 
into account both the obligation of good faith provided 
for in article 18 and the provisions of articles 25 and 
25 bis. In his view, if a signatory State or international 
organization formulated a reservation, that reservation 
should remain valid until such time as the State or 
international organization in question had notified its 
intention not to become a party to the treaty or had 
ratified the treaty but confirmed its reservation. 

Articles 24, 24 bis, 25 and 25 bis 

178. One representative suggested that a rule 
should be established providing that the failure of any 
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international organizaton to become a party to the 
treaty should not be regarded as an obstacle to the 
entry into force or provisional application of the treaty 
unless the participation of that organization was es
sential to the object and purpose of the treaty. 

Article 27 

179. A number of representatives expressed doubts 
concerning paragraph 2 of article 27, which provided 
that an international organization party to a treaty may 
not invoke the rules of the organization as justification 
for its failure to perform the treaty, unless performance 
of the treaty, according to the intention of the parties, 
is subject to the exercise of the functions and powers 
of the organization. It was pointed out that the Com
mission itself viewed the text as a compromise for the 
purposes of the first reading, and that its members had 
expressed widely divergent opinions on the text. ~us 
the Commission was urged to re-examine the questiOn 
in greater depth. 

180. It was stressed by some of those representa
tives that the internal law of the State could not be 
assimilated to the rules of an international organization. 
Certain representatives stressed that the principle that 
the rules of an international organization could not be 
invoked as a justification for its failure to perform a 
treaty was not correct, as there were cases where they 
had to be invoked, as when reference was made to 
the actual competence to conclude treaties, or in the 
case of treaties concluded to execute decisions or reso
lutions of an organization, which treaties were logically 
subordinate to such decisions or resolutions or to the 
action taken by the organization which gave rise to 
them. It was said that the Commission had overlooked 
the difference between States and international organi
zations. Rules of an international organization, unlike 
the internal law of a State, belonged to the sphere of 
international law, it was stressed. It was also em
phasized that international organizations, unlike States, 
could not amend the rules which governed them in 
order to be able to perform the treaties to which they 
were a party, as those rules took precedence over the 
treaties. It was deemed advisable, therefore, to amend 
paragraph 2 to bring it into line with Article 103 of 
the Charter. The difference between States and inter
national organizations was mentioned by another rep
resentative who said that while article 27 of the Vienna 
Convention was fully justified since the capacity of 
States to conclude treaties was derived from interna
tional law, the same situation did not obtain in the 
case of international organizatons. Such organizations 
derived their capacity to conclude a treaty from its 
own rules (draft article 6), and the conclusion of a 
treaty in contravention of those rules would thus be 
a case of conclusion ultra vires, and in that case the 
invocation of the rules might be justified. In that con
nexion, one representative suggested that the rules of 
the United Nations, so defined, might in fact be deter
minative of the legality or illegality of a failure to 
perform a treaty obligation. Necessity was seen, ac
cording to another view, for distinguishing between 
the constituent instrument of an international organiza
tion and its other rules, including the decisions and 
resolutions of organs. As matters now stood, the consti
tuent instrument of an international organization was 
considered, according to article 2, paragraph 1 (j), to 
be part of the rules of the organization, in spite of the 
fact that its characteristic as a multilateral treaty clearly 
distinguished it from the internal law of a State. 

181. Certain representatives considered that the 
rule reflected in article 27 raised the question of the 
link between the treaty to which an international or
ganization was a party and the international legal 
instrument governing the organization in question, i.e. 
the 'problem of the legal relationships between the or
ganization and its member States and between the 
member States as such. One representative noted that 
the question was also related to articles 29 and 34. 
It was seen as obvious by that representative that a 
treaty between an international organization and one 
or more of its member States was in a different posi
tion from a treaty between an international organiza
tion and one or more third States. He said that strictly 
speaking an international organization could not be 
a party to its constituent instrument, although it was 
certainly bound by that instrument in the same way as 
its member States were bound by it. The legal rela
tionship between an international organization and its 
member States could not therefore be dealt with on 
the same footing as the legal relationship between an 
international organization and a third State or another 
international organization. In regard to the relationship 
between an international organization and its member 
States, he stressed that the "rules of the organization" 
were not comparable to the "internal law" of a foreign 
State. It seemed to him that the problems dealt with in 
article 27, and the yet-to-be-discussed article 46, were 
in reality only problems in respect of third parties. 
Another representative referred to the question in con
nexion wth the link between article 27 and the ques
tion of international responsibility. He believed it nec
essary to ask whether it was the responsibility of the 
international organization as such or that of its mem
ber States which was involved when a change in the 
internal rules of the organization occurred which could 
be invoked vis-a-vis other contracting parties to a 
treaty. It was well known, he said, that any change in 
the rules governing an international organization, es
pecially amendments to its constituent instrument, was, 
in the final analysis, attributable to the will of its 
member States. The question arose, in that regard, 
whether it might not be preferable to adopt different 
solutions for organizations with a universal basis and 
for those more limited in scope. 

182. Doubts were also expressed whether, in view 
of the complexity of the subject, the rule proposed in 
paragraph 2 could cover all the problems that were 
likely to arise in practice. It was far from certain, it 
was said, that the rule to be retained should be of the 
same kind for all international organizations. The 
Commission was urged to proceed with caution and to 
review the article in the light of the new phenomenon 
of international organizations whose rules enabled them 
to exercise part of the treaty-making competence pre
viously exercised by the individual member States. An
other point made was that paragraph 2 did not achieve 
its purpose, since all activities of an international or
ganization, and therefore also the performance of a 
treaty, must be subject to the "exercise of the functions 
and powers of the organization". Thus, under that 
paragraph, an international organization could always 
invoke its own rules as a justification for failure to 
perform a treaty. 

183. Certain other representatives opposed the rule 
stated in paragraph 2 as they viewed it as unacceptable 
that an exception should be admitted to the principle 
of observance of treaties by an international organiza
tion. They stressed that the obligations of international 
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organizations to perform the treaties they concluded 
should be no less than those of States. It was seen as 
unwarranted and pernicious to draw a radical distinc
tion between the internal law of a State party and the 
rules of an international organization !?arty with regard 
to the observance of treaties. The provision of para
graph 2 could be read, it was emphasized, as meaning 
that the parties intended, even without expressly so 
indic<,ting, that the international organization could 
unilaterally absolve itself of its treaty obligations by a 
plea of later exercise of its functions and powers. These 
representatives considered tnat the existing form of 
the paragraph could clearly endanger the fundamental 
principle pacta sunt servanda. One representative 
stressed in particular that the existing wording gave the 
impression that the international organization had done 
something which it should not have done and that its 
act was tainted by flaws rendering it null and void. In 
addition, the exception provided for by that paragraph 
also implied, he stressed, the existence of treaties con
trary to the functions and powers of an international 
organization. But questions relating to the competence 
and purposes of international organizations and those 
relating to the particular mandates of the organs of 
such organizations had nothing to do with the problem 
of observance of treaties. Just as, in the case of States, 
it was held that it was incumbent upon the State to 
resolve questions pertaining to the internal imputation 
of acts performed by one of its organs, he believed it 
should be decided, when international organizations 
were involwd, that it would be for the organizations 
themselves to settle analogous questions. 

Article 30 

184. Some representatives commented on the deci
sion by the Commission to place in a separate para
graph 6, the initial phrase of paragraph 1 of article 30 
of the Vienna Convention, concerning the primacy of 
the United Nations Charter over all successive treaties. 
That was done, it was noted, to take into account diver
gent views on whether Article 103 of the Charter could 
be extended to international organizations. Placing the 
phrase in a separate paragraph 6 was viewed by one 
representative as intentionally ambigious, but as also 
preserving the primacy of the Charter. Another rep
resentative viewed the solution to be an improvement 
over the text of article 30 of the Vienna Convention. 

185. Certain other representatives, however, ex
pressed doubts on the matter. In their view, the am
biguous wording of paragraph 6 was regrettable and 
should be dispersed; the primacy of the Charter should 
be confirmed in clear terms. It was viewed as incon
ceivable and illogical to give States the opportunity of 
ridding themselves collectively of obligations to which 
they were subject individually and which they had 
freely assumed by becoming parties to the United Na
tions Charter. 

Articles 31, 32 and 33 
186. One representative drew attention to para

graph 2 of the general commentary on section 3 dealing 
with the interpretation of treaties as an illustration of 
the need for the commentaries on articles reproducing 
textually the corresponding articles of the Vienna Con
vention to have been broader, more detailed and more 
explicit. The example given in paragraph 2 of the 
commentary to support the position indicated therein 
was not, he said, convincing. It was not, he stressed, 
the public character of preparatory work that consti
tuted the specific factor which would allow useful con-

elusions to be drawn in the matter of interpretation. 
In fact, he said, for parties which had themselves nego
tiated a treaty, whether bilateral or multilateral, the 
public nature of the preparatory work posed no prob
lems, inasmuch as each of the parties possessed all the 
documents leading up to the final conclusion of the 
instrument. A more attentive and detailed review of 
the practice of international organizations in that re
gard was called for, given the specific nature of the 
subject-matter and the exploratory character of the 
draft articles. 

Article 34 
187. While considering the substance of article 34 

to be acceptable, one representative felt that it would 
be preferable, in paragraph 1, to refer only to one State, 
without qualifying it as a "third" State, since all States 
had the status of third States under treaties concluded 
exclusively between international organizations. Sim
ilarly, in paragraph 2 of that article, he believed it 
would have been appropriate to substitute the ex
pression "State not party to the treaty" for the words 
"third State", a corresponding change also being made 
in the title. 

E. OTHER DECISIONS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION 

1. The most-favoured-nation clause 

188. Representatives widely supported the Com
mission's intention, in accordance with General Assem
bly resolution 31/97 of 15 December 1976, to com
plete at its next session, in 1978, the second reading 
of the draft articles on the most-favoured-nation clause. 
That topic had not been considered at the twenty-ninth 
session, the draft articles adopted in first reading having 
been transmitted to Member States, organs of the 
United Nations with competence on the subject-matter 
and interested intergovernmental organizations for their 
observations. The Commission was awaiting those ob
servations, which would be taken into account in the 
report to be submitted by Mr. N. Ushakov, whose ap
pointment as the new Special Rapporteur on the topic 
was generally welcomed. 

189. The most-favoured-nation clause was a field 
in which considerable work had already been done. 
It was said that the draft provisionally adopted was well 
conceived and that it was to be hoped that it could 
take the form of an international instrument. That, it 
was added, would not fail to have significant effects on 
international co-operation not only in trade relations 
but also in economic relations in general, by giving 
full effect to the principle of non-discrimination which 
derived from the principle of the sovereign equality of 
States and would contribute greatly to the development 
of international law. 

190. It was emphasized that the concept of the 
most-favoured-nation clause went beyond purely legal 
considerations; its scope had outgrown the limits of 
international trade to include broader economic sec
tors. The principle it embodied was gradually changing 
as States moved towards more advanced forms of co
operation and closer interdependence. The most-fa
voured-nation clause should, therefore, take account 
of differing degrees of development in the countries to 
which it was applied; its application to all countries, 
regardless of their level of development, would consti
tute equality in form but would involve, in reality, an 
implicit discrimination against the weakest members 
of the international community. In the field of trade, 
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:t was sarJ, although the purpose of the clause ~as t? 
... ud!J!e cuuntrit;s to compete on an equal footmg_, 1t 
c,;hould not function in a discriminatory manner agamst 
the \\-eaker economies or depend on reciprocity;. the 
mdu~trialized countries should implement a generalized 
;ystem of preferences al!d grant pr~f~rences to all the 
ieveloping countries Without re9-umng other prefer

c•nces in return; the latter practice affected the very 
principle of equal treatment underlying the most-!a
vourcd-nation clause and ran counter to world-wide 
:fforts to ensure equitable economic relations. It was 
added that preferences without reciprocity should apply 
'o all the developing countries and not only to some 
.·,f them, as occurred with the so-called special or ver
:ical preferences, which ensl!red a m~rket fo~ com
·noditie~ from certain developmg countnes and, I? turn, 
.:nsured a preferential market in those countnes for 
products from industrialized countries, thus fundamen
tally altering the conditions of equality of a~cess to 
onsumer and supplier markets in the countnes c~n

.:erneu to the obvious detriment of other countnes 
whose products did not receive similar treatment. The 
>ruwtl, of systems of that kind furthered the develop
~ent of 5ome countries but obstructed that of others 
and embodied discrimination contrary to the very es
'ence of the most-favoured-nation clause. Accordingly, 
;t was &tres~ed that in its second reading of article 21, 
'he Commission should make provision for safeguard
ng the interests of developing countries accon;ling to 
, heir degree of development an~ should codify the 
liffet..:ntial treatment referred to m the GATT Tokyo 
Oeclaration, adopted at the Ministerial Meeting of 
>JATT in 1973,9 not only with regard to t~riffs b~t ~lso 
•n broader areas of co-operation between mdu~tnahzed 
ilnd developing countries. In any case, the art1cles pre
oared thus far by the Commission on the topic should 
he understood not to prejudice the establishment of 
1ew rules of international law in favour of the develop
'ilg .::ountrie~. 

191. It was further stated that the Commission 
ta1uld also keep in mind emerging situations involving 

·tew and more extensive modes of co-operation between 
-'ountries with like interests. Any integration process, 
·.vhether regional, subregional or between neighbouring 
,')tates, should automatically be considered an exc~p
don to the application of the most-favoured-nation 
·Jau~e; thus, for example, the Latin American ~ree 
Trade A~sociation and the Cartagena subregional mte
:··rati0n s.::heme thdt had been created specifically to 
·~ccekr<~te the economic development of their members 
by means of internal benefits ranging from tariff ~e
·iu,,tions to joint development programmes for specific 
.:ndustries. As GATT had recognized, such benefits 
.:ould not be automatically claimed by third States 
mder the most-favoured-nation clause without irre

''ocably uiJdermining systems of integration. Also .in 
\hat connexion, a general reference was made, With 
.1pproval, to the arguments put forward by the spo~es
·nan for the Commission of the European Commumty, 
.ls well as by the spokesma? for the ~resi~ency .of the 
r~trupt:dll Community dunng the dtSCUSSlOns lll the 
:-.: \(h (',)JnlHittee the pre\>iOUS year. 

'> The law of the non-navigational uses of 
international watercourses 

~- A number of representatives expressed sup
•r , he Cum mission's decision to continue its study 

uS-__, l_ieneral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, Basic lnstru
mera., urzd Selected Documents, Twentieth Supplement (Sales 
No. GATf/l974). p. 19. 

of the law of the non-navigational uses of mternatlOtial 
watercourses on the basis of comprehensive report~ to 
be submitted by Mr. S. Schwebel, whose a.rpointment 
as the new Special Rapporteur on t~e toptc was ~en
erally welcomed. Nevertheless, certam repr~s:ntahves 
considered it unfortunate that the Connnts~ton had 
lacked the time to deal thoroughly with the topic al
though they were hopeful that now it might be taken 
up with some degree of priority so that the Wl)rk ~ould 
finally be embodied into an international conventiOn. 

193. It was said that the appointment of the Special 
Rapporteur came at a particularly opportune moment 
with the gathering momentum of concern u_v,er ~he 
need for the progressive development and codtfkatton 
of the rules of international law regulating the develop
ment and use of international water resources. It was 
recalled that the General Assembly had referred that 
topic to the Commission as early as 1969. Giwn the 
absence of treaties in the cases of a large number of 
international drainage basins and the inadequacy of 
the legal and institutional arr~ngements made in othe!s, 
and given the advances of science and technology With 
respect to water-related fields, the finite character of 
water resources and the competition among water users, 
the potential for dispute was obvious. Therefore, it was 
added forthright action to meet the situation was all 
the m~re necessary. It was pointed out that the United 
Nations Water Conference, held in 1977, had empha
sized the importance and urgency of that question and 
the Economic and Social Council, in resolution 2121 
(LXIII), had requested the Commission to give it 
higher priority. 

194. One representative, explaining that his coun-· 
try was a lower riparian country and that .its reso~rces 
were heavily dependent on the use of mternat10nal 
watercourses, submitted the following principles for 
consideration by the Commission with a view to im
proving friendly relations among States: (i) the waters 
of an international river should be equitably appor
tioned among the riparian States, having due regard 
to the heavy dependence of particular riparian States 
on water and traditional uses of such water; (ii) ex
ercise of rights by a riparian State within its territory 
should not result in reducing the normal flow of water 
or in ecological changes liable to cause damage in 
the territory of another riparian State; (iii) each riparian 
State should exercise the utmost care within its terri
tory to prevent the pollution of water; (iv) whe1e the 
utilization of water by a riparian State was likely to 
cause damage to another riparian State, prior agree
ment of the latter State should be required; (v) any 
right of a riparian State that could be exercised in 
more than one way should be exercised in such a way 
as not to cause damage to another riparian State; 
(vi) an aggrieved riparian State should be adequately 
compensated for any loss suffered by reason of the 
violation of its rights by the other riparian State; 
(vii) riparian States should be under legal obligation 
to settle their disputes peacefully. If a friendly settle
ment could not be reached, they should be required to 
approach international forums available for that pur
pose. 
3. Status of the diplomatic courier and the dip[,Jmatic 

bag not accompanied by diplomatic courier 

195. Several representatives expressed &atisf d:::tinn 
that the Commission, in response to the recommenda
tion of the General Assembly in resolution 31/76, had 
started its work on the status of the diplomatic courier 
and the diplomatic bag not accompanied by diplomatic 
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courier by setting up a working group to study the ways 
and means of dealing with that topic and expressed 
their agreement with the recommendations submitted 
by the working group and adopted by the Commission, 
regarding the future work thereon. A number of those 
representatives expressed the hope that the Commission 
would give careful consideration to the possiblity of 
drafting a protocol on the topic which would supple
ment the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. 
That, it was said, would fill some gaps in diplomatic 
law, would eliminate the concerns expressed at Vienna 
in 1975 at the United Nations Conference on the Rep
resentation of States in Their Relations with Interna
tional Organizations and would contribute to the 
strengthening of friendly relations among States. The 
view was expressed that among the questions that 
should be considered were the communications by 
diplomatic couriers, the exemption of diplomatic cour
iers and their baggage from customs inspection or con
trol, including distant inspection or control with the 
use of technical means, and the inviolability of diplo
matic mail in cases of rupture of diplomatic relations. 

196. On the other hand, it was questioned whether 
the Commission should pursue work on a protocol on 
the problems of the diplomatic pouch and courier. 
The view was expressed that if it did so, the Com
mission should deal with the problem of abuse of the 
diplomatic pouch, as in the smuggling of arms and 
drugs. 
4. Second part of the topic "Relations between States 

and international organizations" 
197. Several representatives expressed satisfaction 

that the Commission had taken up the study of the 
second part of the topic concerning relations between 
States and international organizations on the basis of 
a preliminary report submitted by the Special Rappor
teur, Mr. A. El-Erian. It was noted that the Commis
sion's discussion of the report seemed to indicate that 
it could now consider that part of the topic, as it was 
ripe for codification, thereby completing its work of 
codifying diplomatic law. The view was expressed that 
in undertaking such a task, the Commission should base 
its approach on the principle of functionalism; the 
privileges and immunities of officials of international 
organizations were indispensable to carry out the tasks 
entrusted to them. So far such privileges and immuni
ties had been established in a piecemeal fashion, and 
the Commission's task was to formulate general rules 
susceptible of being embodied in an instrument which, 
although it might be residual in character, could help 
in unifying present practices and be applied by inter
national organizations in cases of lacunae in the exist
ing special conventions. 

198. On the other hand, some representatives 
doubted the desirability of giving a high degree of 
priority to work on the matter. Further still, some 
representatives questioned the usefulness of the work 
the Commission intended to do in the sphere of rela
tions between States and international organizations. 
The view was expressed that that work would not prove 
useful so long as the 1975 Vienna Convention on the 
Representation of States in Their Relations with Inter
national Organizations of a Universal Character had 
not been generally accepted. It was also said that those 
relations were already adequately regulated by special 
conventions, practice and Article 105 of the United 
Nations Charter, and that the Sixth Committee should 
avoid encouraging another codification effort which 
might well prove abortive. 

5. Programme of work of the International Law 
Commission 

(a) Implementation of the current programme of 
work 

199. Representatives generally agreed with the 
broad goals set _forth by the Commission regarding 
work on the topics under active consideration within 
the Commission's five-year term of office ending in 
1981 and, in that context, with the programme of 
work adopted by the Commission for its thirtieth ses
sion. That programme consisted in concluding the sec
ond reading of the draft articles on the most-favoured
nat_ion clause, continuing the preparation of draft 
articles on the high priority topic of State responsibility 
~nd on the two priority topics of succession of States 
m respect of matters other than treaties and treaties 
c_oncluded bet"':een States and international organiza
tions and studymg the proposals on the elaboration of 
a protocol concerning the status of the diplomatic 
courier and the diplomatic bag not accompanied by 
diplomatic courier. 

200. Several representatives, stressing the import
ance of the codification and progressive development 
o_f ~~e rules of international law governing State respon
SI~Ili~y, ur$ed the Commission to give the highest 
pnonty _to Its 'York on that topic so as to speed up the 
elaJ;>oration of Its draft on State responsibility for inter
natiOnally wrongful acts. It was said that at its twenty
nin_th session the Commission had adopted only three 
articles and that at that pace and given the complexity 
of the questions which it still had to examine such as 
participation by other States in the intero'ationally 
wrongful act of a State and circumstances precluding 
wrongfulness and attenuating or aggravating circum
~tances, the Commission would not be able to complete, 
m 1979 _as planne~, the first reading of part I of the 
draft articles, relatmg to the origin of responsibility. 

201. It was noted that the Commission had divided 
its draft into three parts, the first of which was sub
divided into five chapters, but had thus far considered 
only the first two chapters and a part of the third. In 
that regard, the view was expressed that it was hard to 
understand why the Commission wished to complete 
the second reading of part I of the draft articles before 
the conclusion of its five-year term of office. It would 
in fact be more logical for it to examine first the ar
ticles of part II of the draft (content, forms and degrees 
of international responsibility), which was in certain 
resp~cts closely linked to part I. On the other hand, the 
opmwn was held that it was important for the Com
mission to concentrate on finishing the first and second 
readings of part I of the draft articles and not to permit 
that work to be retarded by the consideration of ar
ticles in parts II and III. In particular, it was said, it 
~ould be an error for the Commission to devote any 
time at all to the question of settlement of disputes 
unless and until the rest of the work in parts I and II 
had been completed. 

202. With regard to State succession in respect of 
matters other than treaties, it was said that the articles 
submitted by the Commission dealt with almost all 
questions relating to State debts, which gave grounds 
for hope that the Commission would complete in 1978 
the first reading of the draft articles on succession to 
State_ prC!perty an_d State d~bts and could possibly begin 
considenng a senes of articles concerning State succes
sion to other public property and public debts before 
the expiration of its current five-year term of office 
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203. Opinions were also expressed by some rep
resentatves in favour of giving as high a priority as 
that to ~e given to State responsibility to the question 
of treaties concluded between States and international 
organizations or between two or more international 
organizations and to the law of the non-navigational 
uses of international watercourses. 

204. It was also noted that under the item in the 
agenda of the General Assembly entitled "Review of 
~e multilateral . treaty-making process", the Commis
SIOn had been given an opportunity to submit observa
tions. The hope was, therefore, expressed that the 
Commission would be able to find time in its two ses
sions between the current and the thirty-fourth sessions 
~f the A:sse~bly to prepare f?r the Assembly an exposi
tion of tts vt~ws on the multtlateral treaty-making pro
<7ss and of tts own role therein. That potential addi
tional burden was one which the Commission should 
bear in mind in planning the use of its time. 
(b) Possible additional topics for study following the 

implementation of the current programme of 
work 

. 205. Representatives generally welcomed the re
vte~ made by the Commission of possible additional 
toptcs for future study. It was pointed out that since 
its inception the Commission had prepared a number 
of draft conve~tions which, after. having been adopted, 
had become pillars of modem mtemational law. Yet 
international relations continued to evolve with the 
~esult that it was always necessary to study ~ew topics 
m the fie~d of th~ codification and progressive develop
ment of mtematton~l law. In that regard, the opinion 
was expressed that It was timely for the Commission 
!O proceed to a more thorough exchange Clf views on 
Its future work programme. The Commission it was 
said, should review the current state of inter~ational 
law as a whole and, after consulting the Sixth Com
mittee and the regional legal committees, should draw 
up ~ new ~eneral progra~me reflecting the needs of 
!he mte~ational commumty and the general trends in 
mtemat10nal law. Reference was made in that con
!1-exion to the 1971 "Survey of international law: Work
mg paper prepared by the Secretary-General'' 10 as a 
basis for drawing up such programme. ' 

206. In that sphere, it was deemed essential that 
the Commission, a body of limited membership com
posed of experts acting in their personal capacity and 
the Sixth Committee, in which all States Memb;rs of 
the Or~aniz~tion were represented, should pursue a 
productive dtalogue. As a matter of fact it was said 
the Commission was caught in a dilemm~: on the on~ 
~and, the. Gene.ral Assembly continued referring ques
tiOns to It, while, on the other, it had not yet been 
able to complete certain drafts which it had been dis
cussing for some time. 

207. In the opinion of some representatives the 
Sixth <;o~~ittee shoul~ ensure that the quality of the 
CommiSSion s output dtd not suffer as a result of its 
pursuing its activities on too wide a front. It was, 
theref~)fe,. necessa~ for the General Assembly to show 
re.st~amt m the assignment of new topics to the Com
mtsston. There. was no doubt, it was said, that during 
!he recent sess!ons the Assembly had been too hasty 
m. r~commeJ?dmg that . the ~ommission should give 
pnonty to different toptcs, wtthout any discrimination 
or real regard for the over-all picture. The Sixth Com-

10 See Yearbook of the International Law Commission, 1971, 
vol. II, part two, p. 1, document A/CN.4/245. 

mittee should distinguish codification assignments 
which required no more than preliminary investiga
tio~s by the Commission, such as completely new 
toptcs whose scope was yet not clear, from other 
assignments for which the preliminary research had 
already been done and which the Commission could 
be authorized to continue. On that basis, certain new 
topics could be added to the programme of work 
limiting their study to preliminary investigation by th~ 
Secretariat, a duly appointed Special Rapporteur and 
by the Commission, without taking any decision on 
the future course of that work. If the volume of work 
of the Commission was reduced, the work could pro
~ress at a more leisurely pace, in an atmosphere of 
mtellectual concentration which was an essential con
dition of success in the difficult task of codification. 
Discussion in the Commission would be more con
centrated and its reports would be less discursive. 

208. It was also stated that while the order of 
priority of the work to be undertaken was laid down 
by General Assembly resolutions, it was also desirable 
!h~! ~he Commission itself should take appropriate 
Imttattves to speed up the work on a limited number 
of topics. In the opinion of certain representatives the 
Commission's work programme had now be~ome 
s~verely overburdened so that it was making only 
ptecemeal progress on all its topics. That situation was 
certainly distracting to Governments, and created diffi
culties for many members of the Commission. The 
Commission had sometimes been criticized for dis
sipating its efforts and it was desirable in their view 
that it should concentrate on present topics which were 
urgent and would contribute to enhancing the role 
entrusted. to the United Nations by Article 13 of the 
Charter hke those closely connected with international 
peace and security, before proceeding to take up new 
ones. At least, it was said, new topics should not be 
taken up until about the third year of the Commis
~ion's current term of membership. In that connexion 
1t was recalled that for a long time the Commission 
had insisted on having on its agenda no more than one 
m~j?r topic and one minor topic, i.e. one topic re
qwnng a great deal of research by both the Special 
Rapporteur and the individual members of the Com
mission both during and between its sessions and 
another topic requiring less research. It was als~ sug
gested that the Commission might give thought to the 
P.ossibilit.Y of d~aling with some smaller and more spe
ctfic toptcs whtch, because of their restricted ambit 
could be fully dealt with in two or three sessions. Th~ 
Commission should attempt to deal succinctly and 
rapidly with such topics giving them priority over 
larger and possibly more theoretical questions. 

209. Several representatives agreed in general with 
the tentative conclusions reached by the Commission 
regarding the selection from its general programme 
of work of additional topics for future active considera
!ion. In that connexion, the opinion was expressed that, 
m any event, whatever the reference in the draft reso
lution to be recommended by the Sixth Committee 
to specific topics for inclusion in the Commission's 
active programme of work, it should be understood 
as not precluding the Commission's freedom of action 
to take up other topics or to give to those to be men
tioned a lower priority in the light of the circumstances 
prevailing at the time of commencement of work 
thereon. Other representatives addressed themselves in 
detail !O . all or some of the topics singled out by the 
Commtsston. 
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(i) Juridical regime of historic waters, including 
historic bays and rights of asylum 

210. Certain representatives endorsed the Com
mission's conclusion that in the present circumstances 
it was preferable not to keep on its agenda the question 
relating to historic waters including historic bays an-:! 
to. the right of asyll!m, which were already being dealt 
WI~h by other bodies. It was deemed appropriate to 
relr~ve the. Commission of the obligation to keep those 
topics on Its agenda. 

(ii) International liability for injurious conse
quences arising out of acts not prohibited by 
international law 

. 211. Representatives generally favoured considera
tion by the Commission of the topic of international 
liability for injurious consequences arising out of acts 
not prohibited by international law, the so-called "lia
bility for risk", which had been placed on the pro
gramme of work pursuant to a recommendation of the 
General Assembly. Some representatives considered 
that the Commission should begin work on the topic 
at its next session and it was suggested that for that 
purpose the Commission should appoint a Special 
Rapporteur. It was recalled that the Assembly had 
emp~asized t~e need to take up the topic as early as 
possible and It was stated that it had become indis
pensable to ascertain at what point acts which were 
formally lawful could become intrinsically wrongful. 
Reference was made in that regard to the relevance 
of the topic for the new law of the sea. 

212. Other representatives, stressing the relation
ship between that topic and that of State responsibility, 
favoured its being taken up in the light of the progress 
made on the draft articles on State responsibility for 
internationally wrongful acts currently under prepara
tio~. It was stated that since final completion of the 
articles of part I of that draft was not to be achieved 
until the end of 1981, it would not be realistic to 
expect the Commission to undertake, before that date, 
a discussion of the topic of liability for risk. For some 
representatives, that topic should be put on the active 
work programme only upon completion of work on 
the present draft as a whole. It was said, in that regard 
that in setting aside the topic of liability for risk, and 
in dec!di?g to treat the problems in sequence, the 
Commissron would enhance its chances of bringing 
the work on State responsibility to a successful con
clusion. The violation of future rules on liability for 
risk would entail responsibility for internationally 
wrongful acts, a responsibility in respect of which those 
rules would be "primary" rules of international law 
in the terminology of the Commission. ' 

213. The view was also expressed that in dealing 
with the topic of liability for risk the Commission 
could not leave aside the "primary" rules and deal 
exclus~vely with the "secondary" rules, as it had rightly 
done m respect of the topic of State responsibility. 
In addition, it was said, the different aspects of the 
question should be studied together, as they could not 
be separated; those aspects were: the determination 
of the acts involved; general rules concerning the 
origin of liability; contents of that liability; and imple
mentation of liability and settlement of disputes. 

(iii) Jurisdictional immunities of States and their 
property 

214. Several representatives favoured considera
!ion b~ ~he Commission of the topic of jurisdictional 
I~umt.Ies of States and ~heir property. It was a topic 
~IDited m s.cope, of considerable practical importance 
m the ordmary course of relations between States 
c:inre the growing tendency of States to engage in 
commercial activities presented particular problems 
~nd one on which there was a great deal of material 
~ the war of State practice and jurisprudence, making 
It thus smtable for codification and progressive devel
opment. Reference was made in that connexion to the 
recent entry into force of the European Convention 
on State Immunity of 1972 and the Foreign Sover
eign Immunities Act of the United States of 1976 as 
well as to the fact that at the Commonwealth Law 
Ministers Conference recently held in Canada it had 
been decided to request the Commonwealth se~retariat 
to examine whether there were any general principles 
of law that could be adhered to by all Commonwealth 
countries in that field, taking into account the recent 
developme?ts in international organizations, including 
the Council of Europe and the United Nations. 

~15: .T~e op!nion ~~s expressed that the topic 
of JUTISdictional I?lmumtres of States and their prop
erty was a complicated one, in that those immunities 
were dependent ~pon the peculiarities of each legal 
system, and expenence had shown that the elaboration 
o~ an international instrument on the topic was made 
dtfficult by the need to find language translatable into 
the terms of the various national legal systems. In 
ad~ition, a definition of foreign State had to be found 
which would take account of the peculiarities of the 
inte~nal legal system of that foreign State. Those diffi
culties were, however, not deemed insurmountable for 
codifying the topic. On the other hand, it was con
sidered that the topic, which touched on both domestic 
law and international law, presented such particular 
difficulties with regard to codification that it was made 
unsuitable for active consideration by the Commission. 

(iv) Draft Code of Offences against the Peace 
and Security of Mankind 

216. Several representatives supported the review 
by the Commission of the draft Code of Offences 
against the Peace and Security of Mankind which it 
had submitted in 1954 to the General Assembly.11 

At that time, the Assembly had decided to defer con
sideration of the draft Code until it took up again the 
question of defining aggression. The Assembly had not 
only t~~n up that qu~stio~ but it had also adopted 
a defimtron of aggressron m 1974.12 The time had 
therefore c~me to bring the draft Code up to date, so 
as to take mto account the developments which had 
occurred in international relations and international 
law since its elaboration. 

217. In th~ opinion of some representatives, the 
dra~t Code, which was closely related to the question 
of mternational criminal jurisdiction, had not lost its 
timeliness in the context of international relations. 
In that connexion, the view was expressed that much 
work had been done on the development of interna
tional humanitarian law, but the question of definition 
of war crimes and responsibility for them had not at
tracted adequate attention. Nor had any discussion 
taken place at the governmental level-as distinguished 

11 See Official Records of the General Assembly Ninth Ses-
sion, Supplement No. 9, chap. III. ' 

12 General Assembly resolution 3314 (XXIX), annex. 
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from the non-governmental level where the discussion 
had been lively-of the idea of an international crim
inal tribunal. It was further stated that it was impera
tive to complete the codification of the rules of law 
on a subject which was all the more important for 
international peace and security because aggression, 
military intervention and the use of force were in
creasingly threatening the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of countries and undermining the very founda
tions of the United Nations. Once completed, the draft 
Code would considerably facilitate the Commission's 
work in the field of State responsibility, especially 
with regard to the consideration of the objective ele
ment of the internationally wrongful act, since it would 
provide a criterion for determining the degree of 
gravity of the wrongful act and the consequences 
attributable to it. It was essential to settle those ques
tions so as to ensure the political viability of the 
Commission's final draft on that topic. 

218. Other representatives, however, saw no ad
vantage in the Commission's reviewing the draft Code. 
Not only would it be difficult to achieve consensus 
among States, but much of the content of the draft 
Code had been taken over into the Declaration on 
Principles of International Law concerning Friendly 
Relations and Co-operation among States in accord
ance with the Charter of the United Nations adopted 
by the General Assembly in 1970, and into the defini
tion of aggression, adopted by the General Assembly 
in 1974. It was also said that the Commission's sug
gestion on the matter did not seem to fall within its 
mandate as laid down in its Statute13 and in Article 13 
of the Charter and referred to tasks which the General 
Assembly should not have sought to impose on the 
Commission, and which the Commission was not 
equipped to carry out. If those tasks were to be carried 
out, they should be assigned to properly constituted 
special committees which would be empowered to 
negotiate the political compromises that would un
doubtedly be required. 

219. Representatives agreed not to make reference 
to the draft Code of Offences against the Peace and 
Security of Mankind in the draft resolution to be 
recommended at the current session by the Sixth 
Committee in view of the fact that a separate item 
concerning the Code had been inscribed by the Gen
eral Assembly in its agenda for the present session 
and allocated also to the Sixth Committee. 

( v) Other topics 

220. Some representatives stressed the need for 
the Commission to concentrate on the codification of 
rules relating to the peaceful settlement of international 
disputes. In that regard, the view was expressed that 
the Sixth Committee should examine the field, which 
was one of the least developed in international law and 
one which would require the greatest efforts for the 
formulation of a treaty or of rules permitting a better 
application of the specific measures laid down for that 
purpose in Article 33 of the Charter. But before the 
question was considered by the Committee from a 
political point of view, the Commisison might provide 
the Committee with a draft or with guidelines on the 
subject, taking into account the provisions of the 
Declaration on Principles of International Law Con-

13 See The Work of the International Law Commission, re
vised edition (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.72.1.17), 
p. 71. 

cerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among 
States in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations as well as the precedents in the matter estab
lished by the regional agreements in force. 

221. The view was also expressed that the Com
mission might envisage examining the impact of the 
work of post-war international organizations on the 
traditional sources of international law. Other topics 
to which attention was called as worthy of considera
tion by the Commission were the law relating to inter
national economic relations, recognition of States and 
Governments and treatment of aliens. In addition, 
the opinion was expressed that in so far as the subject 
of nationality of claims did not fall within the scope 
of the present studies on State responsibility, that 
subject was ripe for study, particularly in the light of 
the effect on the protection of corporations and share
holders of the decision of the International Court of 
Justice in the Barcelona Traction Case. It was further 
said that another topic might be that concerned with 
the resolution of the problems associated with the use 
of ships by international organizations, which was at 
least as urgent and practical as consideration of the 
problems of treaties concluded by international or
ganizations. 

6. Methods of work 

222. Representatives supported in general the 
Commission's conclusions regarding its methods of 
work. It was considered that those methods were 
judicious, appropriate and effective and that together 
with the current procedures and organization of work 
were on the whole satisfactory. It was observed that 
the excellence of the methods of work of the Com
mission was reflected in the important results obtained 
with respect to codification; those results stood out 
when compared to the work of similar bodies such as 
the League of Nations Committee of Experts for the 
Progressive Codification of International Law or The 
Hague Conference for the Codification of International 
Law. A diplomatic conference soundly based on the 
proposals of the Commission was bound to succeed 
from the very outset, unlike those conferences which 
had not benefited from similar preparatory work. The 
methods of work of the Commission had passed the 
test of suitability and there was, therefore, no need 
to amend the Commission's Statute. The Commission 
should, nevertheless, continuously keep under review 
its methods of work in an effort to find appropriate 
ways to improve them. In that respect, the opinion 
was expressed that the possibility of review should not 
be disregarded concerning the distinction embodied 
in the Statute between methodologies depending on 
whether projects for codification or for the purpose of 
development of international law were concerned. 

223. Several representatives welcomed the setting 
up by the Commission of the Planning Group on a 
virtually continuous basis. That would permit the 
Commission to adapt itself in the simplest and most 
flexible way to the requirements expressed yearly by 
the General Assembly and in particular to take up 
new matters which the Assembly considered urgent. 

224. Several representatives stressed that as far as 
methods of work were concerned, they were purely a 
matter for the Commission's internal organization, in 
regard to which it should enjoy autonomy. It was 
said that the Commission should adopt whatever work
ing methods it found best, provided that it never sacri-
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ficed quality to speed, and that all its members were 
able to participate fully in the major phases of its 
work. In that respect the opinion was expressed that 
the Commission's work should not be assessed in terms 
of the number of articles provisionally adopted at one 
session. The inherent difficulty of certain topics, par
ticularly State responsibility, necessarily slowed the 
<;ommission's work. In the codification and progres
Sive development of international law, patience and 
determination were required, together with a pains
taking attention to detail, in order to elaborate draft 
rules capable of being applied in the many diverse 
situations arising in international relations. Legislation 
was a laborious and difficult task which required time. 
It was better to have before the Sixth Committee a 
small number of well-drafted articles, as in the present 
case, than a large number of mediocre quality. The 
Comf!lis.sion should avoid hastily adopting drafts for 
sub!llisston to the General Assembly. Besides, by pre
panng documents of good quality rather than a multi
pli~ity of documents, the Commission gave valuable 
asststance to the members of the Sixth Committee and 
!he ~embers of the. United Nations generally, which, 
m _v~~~ of the constde~able volume of ongoing legal 
achvthes, often had difficulty in keeping abreast of 
the most recent work done in that field. In any event, 
as the Commission had rightly stated in paragraph 119 
of its report, to submit to the General Assembly every 
two or three years a final set of draft articles of a 
high technical value and a high degree of acceptability 
to the whole international community on essential 
areas of international law could not be considered a 
slow pace at all. 

225. With respect to the Commission's composi
tion and attendance, it was emphasized that the role 
assigned to the Commission in its Statute should be 
preserved: the Commission ~hould continue to be an 
organ composed of specialists in international law, 
representing the principal legal systems of the world 
and the main forms of civilization and responsible for 
the codification and progressive development of inter
national law. Because of its composition, the Commis
sion was the organ best suited to draw the right con
clusions from the general evolution of State practice 
and theory and to formulate rules which met the 
current needs of the international community, in the 
light of the new political, economic, and social trends. 
However, the view was expressed that a composition 
not based on the principle of equitable geographical 
representation led rather to the adoption of conser
vative solutions by the Commission. It was further said 
that many members of the Commission found it im
possible to be present during the whole session, es
pecially when the duration of sessions was now of 
12 weeks. That was a matter which Governments and 
the Commission itself should look into. Members of 
the Commission weiC chosen with a view to ensuring 
representation of the main forms of civilization and 
of the principal legal systems of the world, and the 
international community was therefore entitled to ex
pect that the Commission's draft articles would be the 
product of collective wisdom. Accordingly, Govern
ments and other bodies must make every dfort to 
enable individual membets of the Commission to par
ticipate fully in its work. The recent efforts to avoid 
overlapping between the next session of the Conference 
on the Law of the Sea and the thirtieth session of the 
Commission were deemed an eucouraging sign in that 
regard. It was also stated that the working conditions 

of the members of the Commission should be improved 
by providing them constantly with information on 
United Nations activities concerning legal matters. 

226. As far as the manner of adoption of the 
Commission's texts, the view was expressed that the 
principle of consensus which guided the Commission 
in its work had great merit since that was the only 
way to ensure results acceptable to the greatest possible 
majority of Member States in a world of diverse in
terests and varying legal opinions. On the other hand, 
it was said that the conservatism of the solutions ar
rived at by the Commission resulted also from the 
fact that it had always sought, at least until its most 
recent session, to apply the consensus principle. Una
nimity was of course desirable but if the Commission 
could not submit a unified text, it should submit more 
than one text among which the Sixth Committee could 
choose and which would reflect the division between 
those who wished to maintain the status quo and those 
who wished to establish a new, just and equitable 
legal order. 

227. Also on the subject of the Commission's 
methods of work, one representative, while recognizing 
that the Commission had done detailed research on 
theory, decisions of tribunals, practices of States, and 
fully and partly accepted international practices, found 
it striking that the Commission not only prepared its 
drafts in bits and pieces but did not always disclose 
in advance the scheme adopted by it for the study 
of various topics. In his view, the Commission itself 
often seemed not to be quite clear in its own mind 
as to what the whole architectural plan of its drafts 
was going to be. For example, it had so far avoided 
a decision on whether the draft articles on State re
sponsibility were to begin with an article giving defini
tions or an article enumerating the matters excluded 
from the scope of the draft. The reasons could not be 
that the draft articles were only tentative, since the 
same might apply to the definitions and the preliminary 
clauses. It appeared, in his view, as if the Commission 
had not yet studied, even tentatively, the whole of the 
subject of one of its series of draft articles. It was 
surely desirable that the Commission should first sur
vey a topic in its entirety and tentatively prepare a 
structure of codification before beginning its detailed 
work. That method would increase the speed of work 
and enable those who were called upon to give their 
views on draft articles to bear in mind the final end 
of the work. 

228. In connexion with the methods of work of 
the Commission some representatives addressed them
selves to the question of governmental involvement, 
by way of oral or written comments, in the evolution 
of the Commission's texts. It was considered that in 
the process of keeping to methods under review, the 
Commission should give to that aspect of its relation
ship with Governments further thought. It was stated 
that under the present system, when a set of articles 
appeared in instalments over an extended period, the 
only opportunity which Governments had to comment 
in writing was at the conclusion of the first reading 
of the draft. The result was that Governments tended 
to resort to the debates in the Sixth Committee as a 
vehicle for the communication of the substance of 
their ideas to the Commission. It was not certain, how
ever, whether it would be advisable for Governments 
to comment orally on each and every one of the pro
visions adopted by the Commission each year or 
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whether it would be preferable _for them to ~ait _for 
the finished draft in first readmg before gomg mto 
details. The procedure of oral comments had the .dis
advantages of allowing little time for the careful weigh
ing of the report, unduly extending ~onsi,deration. of 
the report and deflecting the Committee s attentiOn 
from current procedural aspects of the Commissio.n's 
work. Although it was true that at the second readmg 
of its drafts the Commission took into account the 
relevant obs~rvations made in the Sixth Committee, it 
then had at its disposal the written or oral comments of 
Governments on the "ensemble" of the texts adopted 
in first reading. The affirmation was made that it would 
be simpler and more effective if Governments confined 
themselves to submitting comments on the complete 
set of draft articles after the first reading by the Com-
mission. 

229. Also with regard to working relations ?e
tween the Commission and Governments, the view 
was expressed that Governments should be inv_ited 
to submit written observations on several occasiOns 
in the course of the preparation of a set of draft ar
ticles, particularly since Governments were often un
able to present their views in the Sixth Committee 
because they had not had an opportunity to study the 
Commission's reports in detail. The opinion was also 
expressed that the possibility of requesti~g pr~liminary 
written comments from Governments at mtenm stages 
in its work should be brought to the attention of the 
Commission. It was always useful to give Govern
ments an additional opportunity to describe their views 
in detail and with the precision that was possible only 
in written form. In recent years the Sixth Committee 
had adopted a somewhat inefficient method of handling 
the report of the Commission. There was an increasing 
tendency to read extremely detailed statements which, 
although interesting and worth while, were too de
tailed to enable other delegations to respond and thus 
give rise to the lively exchange of ideas which the 
presence of Committee members in New York should 
make possible. It would be preferable for such detailed 
statements to take the form of written comments, 
which would in tum permit statements to focus on 
particular features. That approach would be in the 
long-term interests of the Commission and make more 
efficient use of the presence of representatives at the 
General Assembly. It was also stressed that Govern
ments could submit comments to the Commission in 
writing in response to the Commission's appeals. Com
ments received in due time could be taken into account 
when the Commission drafted the final version of the 
draft articles. Governments should therefore endeav
our to submit their comments as soon as possible 
when so requested. 

230. Representatives generally supported the Com
mission's recommendations regarding the pressing need 
to increase the staff of the Codification Division of 
the Office of Legal Affairs. It was said that despite 
a lack of manpower, the staff of the Codification Di
vision did magnificent work for the Commission in 
addition to servicing the Sixth Committee, other spe
cial or ad hoc committees and legal plenipotentiary 
conferences. In view of the number and importance of 
the items in the Commission's programme of work, 
the increase in the staff of the Division was entirely 
justified. The Codification Division must be able to 
undertake a greater number of research projects and 
studies than was currently permitted by its very full 

schedule. The additional staff should be chosen in 
such a manner as to maintain the high standards of 
integrity and competence whi~h. .characterized the 
present few members ?f the DivlSlon. I~ that con
nexion, one representative expressed the vie'!' that the 
proposed action concerning the strengthemn~ of the 
Codification Division should draw upon ordmary al
locations so as not to require an increase in the budget 
of the Organization. 

231. Representatives also endorse~ the reference 
in paragraph 123 of the report concemmg .th~ ~anner 
in which regulations for the c~ntrol . and hmitatlOn of 
documentation should be apphed W1th respect to r~
search projects and studies reque~ted from the Co~t
fication Division. In that connex10n, the Secretanat 
was congratulated on its imp~;tant s~udy on force 
majeure and "fortuitous event. ,14 • which should be 
made as widely available as possible m all the languages 
of the Commission. 

7. Form and presentation of the report of the 
Commission to the General Assembly 

232. Several representatives suppo.rt~d in gene.ral 
the conclusions reached by the CommiSSion regardmg 
the form and presentation of its report to the General 
Assembly. With regard to the form of the report ~nd 
particularly to its length and that of the commen!anes, 
it was said that as in the case of any legal text, 1t was 
difficult to pass judgement on draft articles in is~la~io~. 
Attention was drawn to the fact that the Commission s 
mandate required it to make w~ll-reaso!led ~ep?rts and 
to give adequate backgrou~d. m~ormati?n m tts co.m
mentaries. Thus the CommiSSions practice of re~em!lg 
in them to doctrine was entirely consonant With Its 
Statute. The Commission acted rightly in providin~ 
the full background of arguments for t~e proposals 1t 
submitted to the General Assembly, gtven the need 
for the clearest possible picture of specific aspects of 
the progressive development. of la'Y and the ev_er
growing requirements of the mtemat10nal commumty. 
In that manner, delegations and Govem"?-~~ts, espe
cially those without extensive research facihties, were 
enabled to follow the Commission's work and to make 
constructive contributions to the discussion. Besid~s, 
it was said, while the primary role of the commenta~es 
was not the dissemination of scientific or theoretical 
material, the Commission's report should nevertheless 
be a self-contained document. The summary records 
of the Commission's proceedings were distributed only 
to its members and often were not available in final 
form until about one year after the close of each ses
sion. In practice, theref~re, the c.ommenta?es were the 
only source of information readlly accessible to Gov
ernments on the background and rationale of indi
vidual draft articles. It was also stated that the prac
tical character of the structure of the Commission's 
report had been confirmed over the yea~s and. d.e~erved 
to be maintained in the future. The logical diVISion of 
the report and the inclusion of an analytical . tabl~ of 
contents made it easy to consult. The summanes giVen 
in the various chapters, especially those providing the 
full background of debates conc~rning the topic dealt 
with in the chapter, were particularly useful. Foot
notes were also an invaluable research tool. 

233. Several representatives agreed with the vi~w 
expressed by the Commission that i~s c<?mmentanes 
were an essential element of the codification process, 

H ST/LEG/13. 
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and an important part of the travaux preparatoires of 
the resulting conventions. It would be a mistake to 
sacrifice the authority of a document which, in the 
course of 30 years, had become an indispensable 
mirror reflecting the latest developments in the field 
of thr codification and progressive development of 
international law, solely to satisfy the wishes of those 
who had no time to read it. As the Commission itself 
had concluded, the report should be short or long 
according to the Commission's perception of the need 
for explaining and justifying the draft articles con
tained therein to the General Assembly and Member 
States. The Commission should enjoy complete free
dom of action in the preparation of its reports. 

234. Certain representatives, while agreeing that 
the substantive value of the commentaries should take 
priority over brevity, stressed the need for the report 
to be manageable and easy to consult and study. The 
report was not only a briefing for decisions but also 
a source of practical information. Its fullness had thus 
far enabled representatives to check the conclusions 
adopted by the Commission and point out any short
comings they might find. There could be no doubt 
that a manageable report was necessary if the Com
mission was to benefit from comments of the Com
mittee and of member Governments; otherwise, com
ments would always be "preliminary views" subject 
to further consideration. No doubt there was room for 
improvement, and the Commission had expressed its 
readiness to review its method of presentation. It was 
said that the suggestion that summaries should be pro
vided remained to be explored. Also, an index would 
probably add to its usefulness. 

235. Certain representatives questioned some as
pects of the practice of adding commentaries to the 
draft articles. That practice, it was said, sometimes 
caused the drafters to think, perhaps unconsciously, 
that what was vague or had been omitted in the article 
could be made specific or introduced in the com
mentary. However, the text of the articles must be as 
self-sufficient as possible; the notions contained in it 
must be expressed as accurately, clearly and unam
biguously as possible. It followed, according to that 
view, that some elements in the commentaries were 
worthy of being incorporated into the text of the rele
vant articles. 

236. Also, certain representatives expressed mis
givings regarding the value of the commentaries as 
part of the travaux preparatoires of codification con
ventions adopted on the basis of drafts to which they 
were attached. In that regard it was said that although 
they were part of the preparatory work for the articles, 
they would as such have very limited value under ar
ticle 32 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of 
Treaties. Among the various sources of international 
law, the commentaries stood only slightly above the 
level of legal literature and at the lowest level of prepa
ratory work, since they derived from lawyers who, 
although prominent in their field, had been invited 
by the General Assembly to express their personal 
views on the subject in question. The situation would 
be very different if the Commission was composed 
of States represented by experts. If the Commission's 
commentaries were really to have the character of 
travaux preparatoires, the members of the Commission 
would have to be representatives of States, which they 
were not, and certain paragraphs of the report could 
not reflect the more or less unilateral viewpoint of a 

given rapporteur. It was also stated that to consider 
the commentaries as an important part of the travaux 
preparatoires was diametrically opposed to what had 
been said by the Commission in 1966 concerning the 
position of its proceedings in relation to the prepara
tions for the Convention on the Law of Treaties. 

237. The view was further expressed that for sev
eral years the Commission had been too free in giving 
its interpretations t? various internation~l treaties. 
Certainly, such treaties could usefully be mvoked. to 
support a given proposition, but the greate.st caution 
must be exercised in formulating observatiOns upon 
them. Above all, the Commission must refrain from 
giving interpretations to the Ch~rter of the Uni~ed 
Nations and should bear in mmd the Declaration 
adopted in San Francisco on that subject. 

238. The opinion was expressed that, having in 
mind the limited value of commentaries as travaux 
preparatoires, the Commission was not required to 
submit detailed monographs to the General Assembly 
and to governmental services alre~dy overbur?ened 
with work; it woald be quite sufficient to subDllt the 
shortest possible explanatory stat~ments, such .as ma?y 
Governments customarily submitted to theu .le~Is
latures It was further stated that the CoDlDllSSlOn 
should· try to set out in a few s~ntences the. positive 
ideas it was seeking to embody m each article. Ac
cording to that opinion, that purpose was not seryed 
by the learned commentaries in the report w~Ich, 
while they justified the languag~ ?f a propo.sed article, 
sometimes lost sight of the ongtnal ~ntentiC?n .. ~ore
over in order to make the interpretatiOn of mdividual 
articies easier the authors of the report might some
times have fo~nd it useful to replace long explanations 
by specific examples. In that connexion, the. view was 
expressed that the numerous. examples giVen were 
illustrative rather than exhaustive. It would be prefer
able in the commentaries to refer in certain cases to 
the experience of specific countries. 

239. Also with respect to the form of the report, 
the view was expressed that the multiplicity of foot
notes made the report excessively heavy and difficult 
to read, so that it did not meet the practical needs of 
the body or bodies to which it was addressed. Many 
of the foot-notes contained quotations drawn from a 
gre11t number of works without any attempt at evalua
tion. The Commission had decided in 1966 to drop 
all quotations from its commentaries, real~zing th~t ~t 
was better to leave the Secretariat to compile the bibli
ographical material needed for diplomatic conferences, 
and the Secretariat had most adequately fulfilled t~at 
task. Other foot-notes consisted of proposals for which 
certain members of the Commission, not identified by 
name, had expressed a prefere~c~. ~t one tim.e, mem
bers dissenting from the CommiSSion s conclusions had 
been entitled to register their dissent in the annual 
report. That practice did not seem to have ~een 
abolished, although it was no. longer .nece~sary sm~e 
dissenting opinions, together WI1l?- the Identity C?f ~he~ 
authors, were duly published m the CommiSSion s 
Yearbook. 

240. It was also suggested that the Commission 
should give consideration ~o rea~justing the .patter? of 
its adoption of commentanes to Its draft articles, smce 
there had been a tendency for the Commission to adopt 
those commentaries in haste without giving its mem
bers sufficient time to read and digest them in draft 
form. The greatest care should be exercised in draft-
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ing the commentaries and, it was said, much would be 
gained if they were written in a spirit of detente, com
promise and mutual understanding. 

241. As far as the time of submission of the Com
mission's annual report to the General Assembly, 
several representatives stressed the importance for 
Governments to be allowed sufficient time to study 
the Commission's report. It was said that the purpose 
of the debate in the Sixth Committee was not merely 
to provide an opportunity for delegations to express 
their views on the subject; it should above all give 
national authorities the chance to express their initial 
reaction, as had previously been the case. The Com
mission was composed of legal experts of high standing 
and competence, but in the final analysis it was States 
which were represented at conferences of plenipoten
tiaries and which became parties to the treaties adopted 
at them. To ensure fruitful consideration of the Com
mission's report in the Sixth Committee, Governments 
must be able to make their views known, and for that 
purpose they must have time to study the report in 
depth. The report differed greatly in its nature and 
contents from the other reports submitted to the As
sembly. It was regrettable that Governments did not 
have time to study it with the attention it deserved 
and to take appropriate positions on the draft articles 
contained in it. In particular, the developing countries 
had too few legal experts, and it was difficult for them 
to study and comment on a report which was received 
late. 

242. It was recalled that in the past, it had been 
the practice of the Sixth Committee to begin its work 
with the consideration of the Commission's report, 
in view of the importance Governments attached to it. 
Unfortunately, that was no longer possible, given the 
date on which the Commission concluded its yearly 
sessions and the time needed for processing the docu
ment before it could be distributed. In those circum
stances, the Commission had suggested that the Sixth 
Committee should postpone its consideration of the 
Commission's report until later in the Assembly's ses
sion. For the Commission, that solution was practical 
and preferable to distributing its reports in several 
parts. The latter solution did not seem feasible, since 
the Commission adopted its report at the end of its 
session. The suggestion to postpone consideration of 
the Commission's report until the end of the General 
Assembly session was generally supported as a prac
tical way of helping to solve the situation. Nevertheless, 
some representatives stressed the need for paying con
tinuous attention to the matter of ensuring the timely 
distribution of the report to Governments prior to 
the commencement of the annual review of the Gen
eral Assembly. 

243. In that regard, the opinion was reiterated that 
an earlier distribution of the report might be achieved 
if it were to be reduced in size and submitted in instal
ments. It was also stated that in order to do justice 
to the report, it would have to be circulated at least 
four weeks before the opening of the session of the 
General Assembly. The Commission would then have 
to meet earlier, and that might cause difficulties for 
some of its members. Nevertheless, consideration 
should be given to such a course in view of the wish 
of the members of the Sixth Committee to give the 
reports of the Commission all the attention they de
served. 

244. Also in connexion with the consideration of 
the Commission's report in the General Assembly the 
view was expressed that it should be possible to ar
range the programme of work of the Sixth Committee 
in such a way as to ensure the uninterrupted considera
tion of the Commission's report. Some representatives 
came to New York specifically to attend meetings at 
which the report was considered and it was, moreover, 
highly desirable for those meetings to be attended by 
the Chairman of the Commission. It was to be de
plored that the Commission's report was not con
sidered while the Chairman of the Commission was 
in New York. The Chairman could then have listened 
to the criticisms of the report and replied to them, 
which would have been of great interest. 

245. Some representatives pointed out that the fact 
that the Commission's report was not issued in time 
in some languages caused additional difficulties for all 
delegations which used those languages. The hope was 
expressed, therefore, that steps would be taken to 
ensure that the Commission's reports were in future 
translated simultaneously into all the official lan
guages. 

8. Co-operation with other bodies 
246. Representatives welcomed the Commission's 

continued practice of co-operating with regional juri
dical bodies such as the Asian-African Legal Con
sultative Committee, the Inter-American Juridical 
Committee and the European. Committee on Legal 
Co-operation. 

9. Gilberto Amado Memorial Lecture 
24 7. Satisfaction was expressed at the future or

ganization of the Gilberta Amado Memorial Lecture, 
to be delivered by Judge T. 0. Elias. 

10. International Law Seminar 
248. Several representatives expressed gratification 

at the success of the International Law Seminar or
ganized by the United Nations Office at Geneva, which 
had held its thirteenth session during the Commission's 
session, with several Commission members volunteer
ing their services as lecturers. The hope was expressed 
that such seminars would continue to be organized 
during future sessions of the Commission, so as to 
promote the dissemination and teaching of interna
tional law. 

249. A number of representatives announced that, 
as in previous years, their Governments would make 
available scholarships enabling students from develop
ing countries to attend the seminar which would be 
held simultaneously with the next session of the 
Commission. Representatives thanked those Govern
ments which had made financial contributions to en
able participants from developing countries to attend 
the seminar. Hope was expressed that other Govern
ments would follow suit to ensure a satisfactory geo
graphical distribution among participants. However, 
in the opinion of some representatives, the long-term 
solution was to finance the seminars, which were of 
particular importance to developing countries, from 
the regular budget of the United Nations. 

Decision 

250. At its 68th meeting on 9 December 1977, the 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.6/32/L.19 
by consensus (see para. 251 below) . 
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Recommendation of the Si:cth Committee 

251. The Sixth Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

Report of the International Law Commission 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the International 

Law Commission on the work of its twenty-ninth 
session (A/32/10), 

Emphasizing the need for the progressive develop
ment of international law and its codification in order 
to make it a more effective means of implementing the 
purposes and principles set forth in the Charter of 
the United Nations and in the Declaration on Prin
ciples of International Law concerning Friendly Rela
tions and Co-operation among States, 15 and to give 
increased importance to its role in relations among 
States, 

Noting with appreciation the work done by the In
ternational Law Commission on State responsibility, 
succession of States in respect of matters other than 
treaties and treaties concluded between States and 
international organizations or between international 
organizations, 

Noting with satisfaction the conclusions reached by 
the International Law Commission regarding the study 
of other topics under current consideration, 

Welcoming the review made by the International 
Law Commission of possible additional topics for fu
ture study and the continued attention paid by it to 
the question of rationalizing further its organization 
and methods of work, 

1. Takes note of the report of the International 
Law Commission on the work of its twenty-ninth 
session; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the International 
Law Commission for the work accomplished at that 
session; 

3. Approves the programme of work planned by 
the International Law Commission for 1978; 

4. Recommends that the International Law Com
mission should: 

(a) Complete at its thirtieth session the second 
reading of the draft articles on the most-favoured-na
tion clause adopted at its twenty-eighth session, as 
recommended by the General Assembly in resolu
tion 31/97 of 15 December 1976; 

(b) Continue on a high priority basis its work 
on State responsibility, taking into account resolutions 
of the General Assembly adopted at previous sessions, 
with the aim of completing at least the first reading 
of the set of articles constituting part I of the draft on 
responsibility of States for internationally wrongful 

111 General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV), annex. 

acts, within the present term of office of the members 
of the International Law Commission; 

(c) Proceed with the preparation, on a priority 
basis, of draft articles on: 

(i) Succession of States in respect of matters other 
than treaties, in an endeavour to complete 
the first reading of the set of articles concern
ing State property and State debts; 

(ii) Treaties concluded between States and inter
national organizations or between interna
tional organizations; 

(d) Continue its work on the law of the non
navigational uses of international watercourses; 

5. Endorses the conclusions reached by the Inter
national Law Commission to study the proposals on 
the elaboration of a protocol concerning the status of 
the diplomatic courier and the diplomatic bag not 
accompanied by diplomatic courier, as requested by 
the General Assembly in resolution 31/76 of 13 De
cember 1976; 

6. Endorses the conclusions reached by the Inter
national Law Commission regarding the second part 
of the topic of relations between States and interna
tional organizations; 

7. Invites the International Law Commission, at 
an appropriate time and in the light of progress made 
on the draft articles on State responsibility for inter
nationally wrongful acts and on other topics in its 
current programme of work, to commence work on 
the topics of international liability for injurious con
sequences arising out of acts not prohibited by inter
national law and jurisdictional immunities of States 
and their property; 

8. Expresses confidence that the International Law 
Commission will continue to keep the progress of its 
work under review and to adopt the methods of work 
best suited to the speedy completion of the tasks en
trusted to it; 

9. Endorses the recommendation of the Interna
tional Law Commission for the strengthening of the 
Codification Division of the Office of Legal Affairs 
of the Secretariat; 

10. Endorses the conclusion reached by the Inter
national Law Commission, in paragraph 123 of its 
report, concerning research projects and studies re
quired by the work of the Commission; 

11. Expresses the wish that seminars continue to 
be held in conjunction with sessions of the Interna
tional Law Commission and that an increasing number 
of participants from developing countries be given 
the opportunity to attend these seminars; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General to forward to 
the International Law Commission for its attention the 
records of the discussion on the report of the Com
mission at the thirty-second session of the General 
Assembly. 
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Introduction 

1. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-second session the item entitled 
"Report of the United Nations Commission on Inter
national Trade Law on the work of its tenth session" 
and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

2. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 
4th to 11th meetings, from 28 September to 6 October, 

1 

[Original: English] 
[12 December 1977] 

and at its 47th and 68th meetings, on 16 November 
and 9 December. 

3. At the 4th meeting, on 28 September, Mr. N. 
Gueiros (Brazil), Chairman of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law at its tenth 
session, introduced the Commission's report on the 
work of that session (A/32/17).1 

4. At the 47th meeting, on 16 November, the Rap
porteur of the Sixth Committee raised the question 
whether the Committee wished to include in its report 
to the General Assembly on the item a summary of 
the main trends that had emerged during the debate 
on the Commission's report. After referring to General 
Assembly resolution 2292 (XXII) of 8 December 1967 
concerning publications and documentation of the 
United Nations, the Rapporteur informed the Commit
tee of the financial implications of the question. At the 
same meeting, the Sixth Committee decided that, in 
view of the nature of the subject-matter, the report 
on agenda item 113 should include a summary of the 
main trends of opinion that were expressed during the 
debate. 

5. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 2205 
(XXI) of 17 December 1966, and in keeping with 
past practice, the report of the Commission on the work 
of its tenth session was submitted to the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
for comments. However, since the tenth session of the 
Commission had been held later in the year than usual, 

1 The presenlla.ti.on of the report was pursuant ·to a decision 
by the Sixth Committee at its 1096th meeting, on 13 December 
1968 (see Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty
third Session, Annexes, agenda item 88, document A/7408, 
para. 3 ). 
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the report on the work of that session could not be 
made available to UNCT AD in sufficient time to enable 
the item to be considered by the Trade and Develop
ment Board at the first part of its seventeenth session, 
held from 23 August to 2 September 1977. Accordingly, 
at its 4 70th meeting, on 25 August 1977, the Board 
decided to defer consideration of the item until the 
second part of its seventeenth session.2 

Proposals 

6. At the 47th meeting of the Committee, a draft 
resolution (AIC.61321L.8) was submitted by Austria, 
Brazil, Canada, Cyprus, Egypt, Finland, Ghana, 
Greece, Guatemala, Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, Mo
rocco, Nigeria, Peru, the Philippines, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Spain, Turkey, the United Republic of Tan
zania, Yugoslavia and Zaire, later joined by Argen
tina, Hungary, Lesotho and the Sudan. [For the text 
see para. 44 below.] 

7. At the 68th meeting, on 9 December, a second 
draft resolution (AIC.61321L.14) was submitted by 
Austria, Cyprus, Ghana, Greece, Kenya and Sierra 
Leone.3 The draft resolution read as follows: 

"United Nations Conference on the Carriage 
of Goods by Sea 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolution 311100 of 15 Decem
ber 1976, by which it decided to convene an inter
national conference of plenipotentiaries to consider 
the adoption of a convention on the carriage of 
goods by sea, 

"Recalling further that paragraph 4 (g) of reso
lution 31 I 1 00 requests the Secretary-General to 
invite to the Conference, as observers, among 
others, 'interested regional intergovernmental or
ganizations', 

"Taking note of the view expressed by the United 
Nations Commission on International Trade Law at 
its tenth session regarding the desirability of also 
inviting to the Conference, as observers, interested 
intergovernmental organizations of a non-regional 
character and non-governmental organizations, par
ticularly those that had participated in the Com
mission's work on the subject-matter of the Con
ference (see A132117, para. 58), 

"Noting also that the Secretary-General has, pur
suant to paragraph 2 of resolution 31 I 100, author
izing the convening of the Conference in New York 
'or at any other suitable place for which the Sec
retary-General may receive an invitation', accepted 
an invitation by the Government of the Federal 
Republic of Germany to hold the Conference at 
Hamburg from 6 to 31 March 1978, 

"1. Expresses its appreciation to the Govern
ment of the Federal Republic of Germany for its 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty
second Session, Supplement No. 15, vol. II, para. 217. The 
serond part of the seventeenth session of the Board is 
scheduled for 4 April 1978. 

3 At the same meeting, the Chairman announ~ that the 
sponsors did not wish to press for a vote on draft resolution 
A/C.6/32/L.l4 and had agreed to a proposed consensus 
decision by the Committee on the subject-maHer of their 
draft resolution. [For the decision, see para. 45 below.] 

offer to host the United Nations Conference on the 
Carriage of Goods by Sea at Hamburg from 6 to 
31 March 1978; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to invite to 
the Conference, as observers, in addition to the 
organizations, national liberation movements, agen
r:es and United Nations organs, referred to in reso
lution 311100 of 15 December 1976, interested 
intergovernmental organizations, and non-govern
mental organizations which have participated in the 
work of the United Nations Commission on Inter
national Trade Law relative to the subject-matter 
of the Conference." 

Debate 

8. The major trends of opinion expressed in the 
Sixth Committee on the report of the Commission on 
the work of its tenth session are summarized in sec
tions A to I below. Sections A and B deal with general 
observations on the role and functions of the Com
mission and on its working methods, while the re
maining sections are devoted to the Committee's de
liberations on the specific topics considered by the 
Commission at its tenth session, as follows: interna
tional sale of goods (sect. C); international payments 
(sect. D); international commercial arbitration (sect. 
E); liability for damage caused by products intended 
for or involved in international trade (sect. F); train
ing and assistance in the field of international trade 
law (sect. G) ; future work (sect. H) ; and other busi
ness (sect. I). 

A. General observations 

9. As in the past, representatives stressed the im
portance of the Commission's work. The view was 
generally shared that the work of the Commission in 
the unification, harmonization and progressive devel
opment of the law regulating international trade helped 
to remove obstacles to the flow of such trade on equi
table terms, encouraged the development of healthy 
trade policies and created a climate of confidence for 
transnational transactions. All this could not but serve 
the larger end of promoting friendly relations and co
operation among States, thus contributing to world 
peace and security. 

10. Representatives were equally favourable in 
their assessment of the progress thus far made by the 
Commission, its Working Groups and the Commis
sion's secretariat in carrying out the Commission's 
work programme, as attested to by the number of 
highly significant texts which had emerged from the 
Commission in its relatively brief period of existence. 
The draft Convention on the International Sale of 
Goods which the Commission had placed before the 
General Assembly at the present session was one more 
mark of such progress. 

11. Referring to the special needs of developing 
countries, a number of representatives urged the Com
mission to take greater account thereof in its work. 
The view was also expressed that the Commission 
could do more than it had so far done to promote the 
implementation of the goals of the new international 
economic order as outlined in the resolutions of the 
sixth and seventh special sessions of the General 
Assembly. 
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12. Recalling that the tenth session of the Com
mission had been held at Vienna at the invitation of 
the Government of Austria, representatives expressed 
appreciation to that Government for its generosity 
in acting as host to the session. 

B. Working methods of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law 

13. Continued approval was expressed by repre
sentatives of the working methods followed by the 
Commission and its Working Groups. Much of the 
progress made by the Commission, it was noted, was 
owed to the efficiency of such working methods and 
especially to the system of conducting its substantive 
work through expert Working Groups, each of which 
concentrated on specific subjects assigned to it by the 
Commission. 

14. Favourable notice was also taken by represen
tatives of the practice by which the Commission, 
through its secretariat, consulted and, to the extent 
possible, collaborated with other United Nations 
bodies and with intergovernmental organizations and 
international and regional non-governmental organiza
tions active in the particular fields of interest to the 
Commission. The importance of such practice both in 
avoiding wasteful duplication of efforts and in ensuring 
that the Commission's work was properly influenced 
by the widest possible range of views could not, it 
was stated, be over-emphasized. 

C. International sale of goods 

15. Stressing the central position occupied by the 
Jaw of sales in international trade Jaw, many represen
tatives commended the Commission and its Working 
Group on the International Sale of Goods for the 
successful accomplishment of the work on a draft 
Convention on the International Sale of Goods which, 
it was observed, marked the high point of its tenth 
session. The text produced by the Commission (see 
A/32/17, para. 35) provided, it was said, an ex
cellent basis for a convention on the subject. 

16. With regard to the Commission's recommenda
tion that the General Assembly should convene at an 
appropriate time a conference of plenipotentiaries to 
conclude, on the basis of the draft Convention ap
proved by the Commission, a Convention on the Inter
national Sale of Goods, most representatives expressed 
themselves in favour of such a conference at an ap
propriate time. It was, however, recalled in that con
nexion that the Commission intended to place before 
the thirty-third session of the General Assembly draft 
provisions on the formation and validity of contracts 
for the international sale of goods, together with ap
propriate recommendations on the action to be taken 
in respect of those draft provisions. Those recom
mendations would presumably deal with the questions 
whether such rules on the formation and validity of 
contracts should be incorporated into the Convention 
on the Sale of Goods or should be the subject-matter 
of a separate Convention and, if the latter, whether 
both texts should be considered by one and the same 
conference or two separate conferences. For that 
reason, a number of representatives thought it prefer
able to maintain flexibility on those questions and 
specifically to defer any decision on those matters until 
the Commission itself had considered them and made 
appropriate recommendations. 

17. Most representatives, while not disagreeing 
with that last view, nevertheless emphasized the inter
relationship between rules on the formation and valid
ity of contracts for the sale of goods and those regulat
ing the rights and obligations of the contracting parties 
inter se and consequently the desirability at least of 
having both texts considered by the same conference 
of plenipotentiaries even if they were subsequently 
to be embodied in two separate conventions. Further
more such a procedure, it was noted, had the added 
merit of being more economical. 

18. On the question whether the set of rules on 
the international sale of goods elaborated by the Com
mission should be issued in the form of uniform rules 
for optional use by parties to a sales transaction rather 
than be embodied in a convention, most representa
tives expressed themselves in favour of the form of a 
convention as a binding multilateral treaty, for reasons 
similar to those stated in the Commission's report 
(ibid., paras. 20-32). The view was also expressed, 
however that resort might be had to alternatives other 
than the 'two mentioned above. Such alternatives might, 
for example, include constituting the Sixt~ Com~it~ee 
itself into a kind of conference of plempotenhanes 
which would meet annually to adopt instruments that 
would become legally binding on the States voting on 
such issues. Another option could be to have States 
submit to the Commission their comments on the draft 
of a proposed Convention, such comments could_ t~en 
be incorporated into the draft text by the Comm1ss1on 
and the text submitted to the General Assembly for 
adoption. 

19. Although most representatives preferred to re
serve for a later period their Governments' substan~ive 
comments on the provisions of the draft ConventiOn 
produced by the Commission, a number of preliminary 
observations were nevertheless offered with respect to 
those provisions. Firstly, there appeared to be general 
agreement that in the text approved by the Com
mission the Commission's Working Group on the In
ternational Sale of Goods had achieved the stated 
objective of its work on that topic which, it wa~ _re
called had been to consider and effect such reviSion 
of th~ te;xt of the Uniform Law on the International 
Sale of Goods ( ULIS) annexed to the 1 964 Hague 
Convention as might make that ~ext susceptible _of 
wider acceptance by States having dtfferent legal, social 
and economic systems. 4 

20. Two particular features of the text received 
favourable notice in that regard. One of them was the 
fact that the text did not rely simply on juridical 
concepts familiar only to certain States but reflected 
a genuine attempt to blend concepts taken from the 
major legal systems of the world to the extent ap
plicable. Similarly, it was noted, the text also sought 
to balance more equitably the interests of the seller 
and of the buyer, of the developed and the developing 
countries. All of that, it was said, made for a text 
which was not only an improvement substantively 
over that of ULIS but was more likely than the latter 
text to receive widespread acceptance among States. 

21. Many representatives expressed satisfaction_ at 
the fact that the Commission's text, while covenng 
the same subject-matter, was considerably shorter and 

4 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty
fourth Session, Supplement No. 18, para. 38, subpara. 3 (a) 
of the resolution conta•ined therein. 
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simpler than that of ULIS, making it more readily 
understandable and easier to work with. The view was 
also expressed, in respect to the provision of article 1 , 
paragraph 3, whereby in the determination of the 
sphere of application of the Convention no regard is 
to be had to questions of the nationality or the civil 
or commercial character of the parties or of the con
tract, that the Commission had been well advised to 
exclude from the draft Convention notions such as 
nationality which were artificial and confusing. 

22. Questions were, however, raised and reserva
tions expressed with respect to various provisions of 
the draft Convention. Thus, for example, a number 
of representatives expressed the view that the scope 
of the draft Convention might be too restrictive, al
though the view was also expressed that the scope 
might be too broad as regards the kinds of contract 
sought to be encompassed, such as contracts for the 
supply of gas and electricity. Concern was also ex
pressed with respect to the recognition in article 7 of 
existing trade usages for the reasons, it was said, that 
the provision introduced an element of uncertainty 
into contractual relationships and was, at any event, 
unduly favourable to the industrialized countries which 
had developed those usages and were more familiar 
with them. On the other hand, article 7 was cited as 
a noteworthy example of due flexibility in the pro
visions of the draft Convention, inasmuch as usage 
would play an important role in the interpretation and 
application of the principles contained in the draft. 

23. Similarly, whereas the provisions of article 26 
(delivery of goods free from third party industrial or 
intellectual property rights or claims) were well re
ceived by a number of representatives, the view was 
also expressed that the matter was outside of the pro
vince of the "sale of goods" proper and was, at any 
rate, of too complex a nature to be dealt with in the 
manner in which it had been by the Commission. A 
number of comments were also directed to the desir
ability of providing in the draft for the recovery of 
interest by a party damaged by a breach of contract. 

24. Representatives, however, expressed the most 
doubts and reservations with regard to article 3 7 which 
provides that, in the event that a validly concluded 
contract does not state the price or indicate how such 
is to be determined, the buyer must pay the price 
generally charged by the seller at the time of the 
conclusion of the contract or, if that is not ascertain
able, the price generally prevailing at the aforesaid 
time for such goods sold under comparable circum
stances. 

25. Numerous points were adduced in criticism of 
that provision: the provision was unfair to the buyer 
by, in effect, permitting the seller to fix the price of 
the goods when it had not been otherwise determined 
by the parties; if a valid contract was to be presumed 
in such a case, then the appropriate rule should be 
that the buyer pay a "reasonable price"; the provision 
was contrary to principles known to many legal sys
tems, for, price being of the essence of a contract of 
sale, its absence precluded the existence of a valid 
contract and thus left no room for the fixing of the 
price in the manner contemplated by the provision; 
the provision introduced unnecessary complication and 
uncertainty into contractual relationships; and, at any 
event, the provision dealt with a matter relating to 
the validity of the contract, which it was the avowed 
intention of the draft not to deal with. 

26. The view was also expressed that since the 
effect of article 37 was that a contract was not nulli
fied by the failure to fix a price, it would be preferable 
to bring that point out explicitly so as to avoid mis
interpretation. 

D. International payments 

27. Several representatives took note of the con
tinuing progress of work in the Commission in the 
field of international payments and a number specific
ally endorsed the Commission's decisions at its tenth 
session with respect both to security interests in goods 
and contracts guarantees as set forth in paragraph 37 
of the Commission's report. 

28. The necessity was, however, emphasized of 
carrying out further preliminary work, as the Com
mission proposed to do, to ascertain the practical need 
and relevance for international trade of uniform rules 
on security interests. In that regard, the view was also 
expressed that the need in that area could perhaps 
be adequately filled by rules on conflict of laws alone. 

E. International commercial arbitration 

29. Representatives uniformly expressed satisfac
tion at the favourable reception with which the 
UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules5 have met since their 
issue and noted the increasing recourse which was 
being made to those Rules by international commer
cial arbitration circles. The Asian-African Legal Con
sultative Committee (AALCC) was particularly com
mended for its decision to recommend to its members 
the use of the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules in the 
settlement of disputes arising in the context of inter
national commercial relations. 

30. Many representatives also noted that AALCC 
had, at the tenth session of the Commission, put for
ward for the Commission's consideration certain pro
posals relating to the subject of international com
mercial arbitration, particularly the enforcement of 
arbitral awards. The issues raised by those proposals, 
it was observed, were very weighty and AALCC was 
to be commended for its initiative in that regard. It 
was also gratifying to note that the Commission had 
decided to give those matters thorough study and 
consideration. 

F. Liability for damage caused by products intended 
for or involved in international trade 

31. A number of representatives noted the Com
mission's decision not to pursue work on the subject 
of products liability at this time and voiced their agree
ment with that decision. The hope was, however, 
expressed that the Commission would take up the 
subject again at a future time when conditions had 
become more conducive to such work. 

G. Training and assistance in the field 
of international trade law 

32. Widespread regret was expressed by represen
tatives, especially those from developing countries, at 
the cancellation of the Second UNCITRAL Sym
posium on International Trade Law because of in
sufficiency of voluntary contributions to hold it. Rep
resentatives stressed the importance which their 
respective States attached to the training and assistance 
activity of the Commission, pointing out that it was 
only through the availability world-wide of the neces-

5 Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 17, para. 57. 
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sary expertise in international trade law that the goal 
of unification, harmonization and progressive develop
ment of that field of law could become a reality. De
veloping countries were anxious to participate actively 
in the development of international trade but had so 
far been handicapped by the lack of the requisite ex
pertise. Furthermore, they had had to continue to de
pend on knowledgeable foreign trade-partners to carry 
on their own foreign trade. 

33. It was also suggested in that regard that the 
Commission should consider ways, other than the 
holding of symposia, which seemed costly and. too 
restrictive in the number of participants and subJects 
covered, to promote the development of expertise in 
international trade law, especially among third-world 
countries. Research assistance facilities through the 
United Nations University was one possibility men
tioned in that connexion. 

34. Divergent opinions were expressed with re
spect to the Commission's recommendation that the 
General Assembly consider the possibility of provid
ing for the funding of the Commission's symposia on 
international trade law, in whole or in part, out of 
the regular budget of the United Nations. Several 
representatives stated that they did not favour that 
approach to the funding of the symposi~. ~he Or
ganization's budget had undergone a rapid I!lcrease 
in recent years and should not be burdened with that 
additional charge, especially in the light of other 
priorities. Furthermore, the meagreness of voluntary 
contributions towards its funding could itself be taken 
as indicative of a lack of interest in the programme by 
Member States. It was also urged, in that connexion, 
that the recommendation should not be viewed in 
isolation but should be measured against the estab
lished principles and precedents for the funding of 
United Nations activities. On that test the cost of hold
ing the UNCITRAL symposia appeared to b~ of. the 
kind that should be met out of voluntary contnbut10ns 
and not out of the regular United Nations budget. 

35. However, most representatives who touched on 
the matter expressed support for the Commission's re~
ommendations. While recognizing the need to avmd 
unnecessary charges on the regular budget of. the 
United Nations, representatives nevertheless associated 
themselves with the Commission's recommendations 
for a number of reasons. Firstly, the importance of the 
programme itself had been repeatedly recognized both 
by the Commission and by Member States; the large 
number of qualified candidates from many States who 
bad been recommended by their Governments to par
ticipate in the symposia was clear evidence both of th~ 
value of the programme and the interest of States in 
its continuation. The Commission, it was recalled, had 
so far attempted to finance that activity by relying 
solely on voluntary contributions from Governments 
and from other sources, with disappointing results. It 
was only realistic, therefore, to recognize that the only 
way to continue that valuable programme was to m.ake 
provision for it in the regular budget of the Umtcd 
Nations. As regards cost, it was noted that only a 
modest expenditure was involved: the total amount 
which had been required for the second UNCITRAL 
symposium was about $US 25,000. Furthermore, vol
untary contributions were not being ruled out; rather, 
funds would be made available from the regular budget 
of the United Nations only to supplement, if necessary, 
the amount received from voluntary contributions. 

H. Future work 

36. Representatives, noting with satisfaction that 
the Commission bad completed, or was on the verge of 
completing, work on most of the priority items .on its 
programme and as a result was now engaged m the 
process of drawing up a new work programme for the 
future, commended the Commission on the progress 
thus achieved. Satisfaction was expressed at the fact 
that the Commission had in that connexion embarked 
on a process of solicitation of views and consultations 
with Governments and interested intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations. 

37. While indicating that their Governments' for
mal proposals had already been, or soon would be, 
communicated to the Commission, several representa
tives nevertheless mentioned a number of subjects and 
specific topics which the Commission should consider 
for inclusion in its new work programme. Among them 
were: the rules governing the transfer of ~wnership, 
force majeure clauses in contracts; transport msurance; 
dispatch agency agreements in the import and export 
of goods; rules for multimodal transport; contracts for 
economic co-operation (other than sales contracts); 
model contracts in fields other than the sale of goods, 
such as agreements between private parties on licens
ing and the transfer of tech?ology; t~e pro~lems 
created by economic concentratiOn at t~e 1?terna.10nal 
level, including the activities of .multmati~nal . enter
prises, and harmonization of anti-tru~t le~1slatiOn. It 
was also pointed out that the increasmg mvolvement 
of States and public bodies in international tra?e had 
begun to raise questions. regarding. the border hne be
tween private and pubhc law . w~1ch . could form ~he 
basis of work by the CommiSSIOn m collaboratiOn 
with other competent bodies. 

38. Several representatives drew particular ~tt~n
tion to the role which they thought the CommiSSIOn 
could play in the task of restructuring international 
economic relations along the lines outlined in the reso
lutions of the sixth and seventh special sessions of the 
General Assembly relating to the establishmen~ ~f a 
new international economic order. The CommiSSIOn, 
it was urged, should not confine itself to the ~evision 
of existing texts or to work of a purely techmc~l na
ture in already established fields. Imp?rtant 1ssues 
which could be dealt with in that context mcluded: the 
elimination of discrimination in international trade; 
questions relating to raw materials al!d co~m?di~ies, 
the international monetary system and mdustnahzatiOn. 
The view was, however, expressed in that connexion 
that the Commission should continue, in its future 
work, to seek to maintain a balance between a global 
view of the development of international trade law, on 
the one hand, and the more concrete work of formula
tion of draft provisions, on the other. 

39. General approval was expressed by represe~ta
tives of the proposal for more ~o~crete collabo~atiOn 
in the future between the CommiSSIOn and other Inter
national bodies engaged in the work of unification of 
private law, such as the International Institute for the 
Unification of Private Law (UNIDROIT) and the 
Hague Conference on Private International Law, a.nd 
specifically of the proposal to set up a consultative 
group composed of representatives of the secret~riats 
of those three bodies to promote such collaboration. 

40. Representatives, stressing the importance to in
ternational trade and to their respective countries of an 
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international regime on the carriage of goods by sea, 
welcomed the Conference of Plenipotentiaries, to be 
held at Hamburg, from 6 to 31 March 1978, to con
clude, on the basis of the draft text elaborated by the 
Commission at its ninth session, a Convention on the 
Carriage of Goods by Sea and expressed optimism on 
the outcome of that Conference. Representatives also 
voiced their approval of the choice of venue for the 
Conference, and expressed their appreciation to the 
Government of the Federal Republic of Germany for 
its generosity in offering to act as host to the Con
ference. 

41. With respect to the scheduling of the Con
ference, however, a number of representatives observed 
that it tended to overlap with the forthcoming session 
of the United Nations Conference on the Law of the 
Sea. Care had to be taken to avoid too tight a schedul
ing of legal conferences as there was a real danger of 
over-taxing the capacity of many States, especially 
developing countries, to be represented at such con
ferences. 

I. Other business 

42. Several representatives addressed the issue of 
the possible transfer of the International Trade Law 
Branch of the Office of Legal Affairs, the secretariat 
of the Commission, from New York to Vienna. It was 
said that reasons of efficiency, economy and the con
venience of States, particularly developing countries, 
many of which did not have representation in Vienna, 
made it desirable for the work of the Commission to 
continue to be centred in New York. It was also to 
be hoped that adequate research and support facilities 
would be available for the secretariat should it be 
relocated, in order that it might maintain the high 
quality that had characterized its work. The view was 
also expressed in that connexion that it would be 
desirable to seek the opinion of the Commission on 
the issue. 

Decisions 

43. At its 47th meeting, the Sixth Committee 
adopted by consensus draft resolution A/C.6/32/L.8. 
At its 68th meeting, on 9 December, it adopted a draft 
decision. [For the text, see para. 45 below.] 

Recommendations of the Sixth Committee 

44. The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

Report of the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law on the work 
of its tenth session (A/32/17), 

Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 De
cember 1966, by which it established the United Na
tions Commission on International Trade Law and 
defined the object and terms of reference of the Com
mission, its resolution 3108 (XXVIII) of 12 Decem
ber 1973, by which it increased the membership of 

the Commission, and its resolution 31 /99 of 15 De
cember 1976, by which Governments of Member States 
not members of the Commission were entitled to at
tend as observers the sessions of the Commission and 
its Working Groups, as well as its previous resolutions 
concerning the reports of the Commission on the work 
of its annual sessions, 

Recalling also its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3203 
(S-VI) of 1 May 1974, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 Decem
ber 1974 and 3362 (S-VI) of 16 September 1975, 

Reaffirming its conviction that the progressive har
monization and unification of international trade law, 
in reducing or removing legal obstacles to the flow 
of international trade, especially those affecting the 
developing countries, would significantly contribute to 
universal economic co-operation among all States on 
a basis of equality and to the elimination of discrimina
tion in international trade and, thereby, to the well
being of all peoples, 

Having regard for the need to take into account the 
different social and legal systems in harmonizing the 
rules of international trade law, 

Noting with appreciation that the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law has com
pleted, or soon will complete, work on many of the 
priority items included in its programme of work, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of 
the United Nations Commission on International Trade 
Law on the work of its tenth session; 

2. Commends the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law for the progress made in its 
work and for its efforts to enhance the efficiency of 
its working methods; 

3. Notes with satisfaction that the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law has com
pleted work on a draft Convention on the International 
Sale of Goods (ibid., para. 35) and that the Commis
sion intends to place before the General Assembly, at 
its thirty-third session, draft provisions on the forma
tion and validity of contracts for the international sale 
of goods, together with appropriate recommendations 
on the action to be taken with respect to those draft 
provisions; 

4. Notes with regret that the second international 
symposium on international trade law could not be 
held owing to the insufficiency of voluntary contribu
tions from Governments and other sources; 

5. Recommends that the United Nations Commis
sion on International Trade Law should: 

(a) Continue its work on the topics included in its 
programme of work; 

(b) Continue its work on training and assistance 
in the field of international trade law, taking into ac
count the special interests of the developing countries; 

(c) Maintain close collaboration with the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development and 
continue to collaborate with international organiza
tions active in the field of international trade law; 

(d) Continue to maintain liaison with the Com
mission on Transnational Corporations with regard to 
the consideration of legal problems that would be 
susceptible of action by the United Nations Commis
sion on International Trade Law; 
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(e) Continue to give special consideration to the 
interests of developing countries and to bear in mind 
the special problems of land-locked countries; 

(f) Keep its programme of work and working 
methods under review with the aim of further increas
ing the effectiveness of its work; 

6. Calls upon the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law to continue to take account 
of the relevant provisions of the resolutions adopted 
by the ~eneral AsseJ?bly at its sixth and seventh spe
cial sessions that laid down the foundations of the 
new international economic order, bearing in mind 
the need for United Nations organs to participate in 
the implementation of those resolutions; 

7. Welcomes the decision of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law to review 
in the near future, its long-term programme (ibid.: 
para. 36) and, in this connexion, requests Govern
ments to submit their views and suggestions on such 
a programme; 

8. Expresses the view that both the draft Conven
tion on the International Sale of Goods and the draft 
provisions on the formation and validity of contracts 
for the international sale of goods, referred to in para
graph 3 above, should be considered by a conference 
of plenipotentiaries at an appropriate time; 

9. Decides to defer until its thirty-third session, 
when it shall have received from the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law the recom
mendations relating to the draft provisions on the for
mation and validity of contracts for the international 
sale of goods, a decision as to the appropriate time 
for convening the conference of plenipotentiaries men
tioned in paragraph 8 above and as to the terms of 
reference of such a conference; 

10. Appeals to all Governments and to organi
zations, institutions and individuals to consider mak
ing financial and other contributions that would make 

possible the holding of symposia on international trade 
law as envisaged by the United Nations Commission 
on International Trade Law; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to study the 
problem of how adequate financial resources can be 
provided for the symposia on international trade law 
which are organized biannually by the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law, taking into 
account the availability of voluntary contributions and 
the relevant recommendation of the Commission 
adopted at its 185th meeting on 17 June 1977 (ibid., 
para. 45), and to report to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-third session; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General to forward to 
the United Nations Commission on International Trade 
Law the records of the discussions at the thirty-second 
session of the General Assembly on the Commission's 
report on the work of its tenth session. 

* * * 
45. The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gen

eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft de
cision. 

United Nations Conference on the Carriage 
of Goods by Sea 

On the understanding that it is up to the United 
Nations Conference on the Carriage of Goods by Sea, 
to be held at Hamburg, Federal Republic of Germany, 
from 6 to 31 March 1978, to decide on the invitation 
and status of non-governmental organization-partici
pants, and in the hope that the Conference will ~;ive 
favourable consideration to the matter, the General 
Assembly: 

(a) Takes note of paragraph 58 of the report of 
the United Nations Commission on International Trade 
Law on the work of its tenth session (A/32/17); 

(b) Decides to request the Secretary-General to 
invite the organizations referred to in that paragraph. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/32/17 

A/C.6/32/L.8 

A/C.6/32/L.14 

Printed in U.S.A. 

At its 105th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted 'by the Sixth Committee in its report 
( A/32/ 402, para. 44). For the final text, see resolution 32/145. 

At the same meeting, the General Assembly adopted the draft decision 
of the Sixth Committee contained in its report (ibid., para. 45) (see decision 
32i4386 ). 

6 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/412 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

1. This item was included in the provisional agenda 
of the thirty-second session of the General Assembly 
pursuant to its resolution 3502 (XXX) of 15 De
cember 1975. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in its agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. At the 52nd meeting, on 22 November, the 
Legal Counsel introduced the report of the Secretary
General (A/32/326). 

4. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 
53rd and 62nd meetings, on 23 November and 5 De
cember. The summary records of those meetings con
tain the views of representatives who spoke during the 
consideration of the item. 

5. At the 62nd meeting, the representative of Ghana 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.6/32/L.11 and 
Corr.1) sponsored by Bangladesh, Cyprus, Denmark, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Ja
maica, Mali, Qatar, the Svrian Arab Republic, Tur
key, and the United Republic of Tanzania, later joined 
by Algeria, Austria, the Ivory Coast, the Niger, Nor
way, Sierra Leone and the Sudan (for the text see 
para. 7 below). 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution by consensus. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

7. The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

I 

[Original: English] 
[7 December 1977] 

UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME OF ASSISTANCE IN THE 
TEACHING, STUDY, DISSEMINATION AND WIDER AP
PRECIATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

The General Assembly, 
Noting with appreciation the report of the Secretary

General on the implementation of the United Nations 
Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dis
semination and Wider Appreciation of International 
Law (A/32/326) and the recommendations made to 
the Secretary-General by the Advisory Committee on 
the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the 
Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Apprecia
tion of International Law, which are contained in that 
report, 

Considerinf; that international law should occupy an 
appropriate place in the teaching of legal disciplines at 
all universities, 

Noting with appreciation the efforts made by States 
at the bilateral level to provide assistance in the teach
ing and study of international law, 

Convinced, nevertheless, that States, international or
ganizations and institutions should be encouraged to 
give further support to the Programme and to increase 
their activities to promote the teaching, study, dis
semination and wider appreciation of international law, 
in particular those activities which are of special benefit 
to persons from developing countries, 

Recalling that, in the conduct of the Programme, 
it is desirable to use as far as possible the resources 
and facilities made available by Member States, inter
national organizations and others, 

1. Authorizes the Secretary-General to carry out in 
1978 and 1979 the activities specified in his report, 
including the provision of: 
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(a) A minimum of fifteen fellowships in 1978 and 
1979, at the request of Governments of developing 
countries; 

(b) Assistance in the form of a travel grant for 
one participant from each developing country who will 
be invited to the regional courses to be organized in 
1978 and 1979; to be financed from provisions in the 
regular budget and also voluntary financial contribu
tions which would be received as a result of the requests 
set out in paragraphs 7 and 8 below; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-Gen
eral for his constructive efforts to promote training 
and assistance in international law within the frame
work of the United Nations Programme of Assistance 
in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Ap
preciation of International Law in 197 6 and 1977; 

3. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for 
its participation in the Programme, in particular for 
the efforts made to support the teaching of inter
national law; 

4. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations 
Institute for Training and Research for its participation 
in the Programme, particularly in the organization of 
Regional meetings and in the conduct of the fellowship 
programme in international law sponsored jointly by 
the United Nations and the Institute; 

5. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments 
of the Bahamas, Bangladesh and Qatar for provicling 
host facilities for the regio11al training and refresher 
courses held in 1976 and 1977; 

6. Urges all Governments to encourage the in
clusion of courses on international law in the pro
grammes of legal studies offered at institutions of 
higher learning; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to 
publicize the Programme and to invite periodically 
Member States, universities, philanthropic foundations 
and other interested national and international institu
tions and organizations, as well as individuals, to make 
voluntary contributions towards the financing of the 
Programme or otherwise assisting in its implementation 
and possible expnnsion; 

8. Reiterates its request to Member States and 
to interested organizations and individuals to make 
voluntary contributions towards the financing of the 
Programme and expresses its appreciation to those 
Member States which han:: made voluntary contribu
tions for this purpose; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session on the 
implementation of the Programme during 1978 and 
1979 and, following consultations with the Advisory 
Committee of the United Nations Programme of Assist
ance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider 
Appreciation of International Law, to submit recom
mendations regarding the execution of the Programme 
in subsequent years; 

10. Decides to include in the provisional agenda 
of its thirty-fourth session the item entitled "United 
Nations Programme of A<;sistance in the Teaching, 
Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of Inter
national Law". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAl. ASSEMBI,Y 

Document No. 

At its 1 05th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the Gen':'ral Asscrnbly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report 
(A/32/412. para. 7). For the final text, see resolution 32/146.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly. 1 hirty-secnnd Se~sion, Supplement 
No. 45. 

CHECK UST OF DOCUME]'Ij'TS 

NoTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agencla item 114 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

A/32/326 

A/C.6!32/L.ll and 
Corr.l 

Tllle or description 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Draft re~olution 

OPrer-, atwns and teferences 

1\1 i •ne.>graphed 

l·or the spomors and the text, 
"~(' 1\/32/412, paras. 5 
nne\ 7 

Printed in U.S.A. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/396 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

1. The item entitled "Respect for human rights in 
armed conflicts: report of the Secretary-General" was 
included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second 
session of the General Assembly pursuant to para
graph 6 of Assembly resolution 31/19 of 24 Novem
ber 1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of'the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in its agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 
14th to 19th meetings, between 11 and 17 October 
1977, and at its 50th meeting, on 18 November. The 
summary records of those meetings contain the views 
of representatives who spoke during the consideration 
of the item. 

4. In connexion with the item, the Committee had 
before it a report of the Secretary-General on the 
results of the fourth session of the Diplomatic Con
ference on Reaffirmation and Development of Inter
national Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Con
flicts, held at Geneva from 17 March to 10 June 1977 
(A/32/144 and Add. I), submitted pursuant to para
graph 5 of General Assembly resolution 31 I 19. 

5. At its 14th meeting, on 1 I October, the Sixth 
Committee decided to invite the representative of 
Switzerland, the country which had convened and acted 
as host for the Diplomatic Conference on Reaffirmation 
and Development of International Humanitarian Law 
Applicable in Armed Conflicts, to participate in the 
debate of the Committee on the item. 

6 On 28 October, Austria, Bangladesh, Canada, 
Cyprus, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, Jamaica, Kenya, 

1 

[Original: English] 
[1 December 1977] 

Liberia, Mali, Mexico, the Netherlands, Norway, Pa
kistan, Sweden and Yugoslavia submitted a draft reso
lution ( A/C.6/32/L.6). 

7. At the 50th meeting, on 18 November, the repre
sentative of Sweden introduced a revised draft reso
lution (A/C.6/32/L.6/Rev.1) sponsored by Austria, 
Bangladesh, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, 
Ghana, Honduras, Jamaica, Kenya, Liberia, the Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya, Mali, Mexico, Morocco, the Nether
lands, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Senegal, the Sudan, 
Sweden and Yugoslavia, later joined by El Salvador, 
Sierra Leone and Swaziland (for the text, see para. 9 
below). 

8. At the same meeting, the Sixth Committee 
adopted the draft resolution by consensus. Also at the 
same meeting, the representatives of Somalia, the Ivory 
Coast, Togo, Tunisia and Israel made statements. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

9. The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
re<>olution: 

RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARMED CONFLICTS 

The General Anembly, 

Mmdful of the nece<;sity to eliminate the scourge of 
war which ha<; brought untold sorrow to mankind, 

RecallinR the fundamental principle of international 
Jaw set out in Article 2, paragraph 4, of the Charter 
of the Un1ted Nations that all Members :,hall refrain 
from the threat or use of forre in the1r international 
relations, 
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Reaffirming the need to secure the full observance 
of human rights in armed conflicts pending the earliest 
possible termination of such conflicts, 

Convinced of the continuing value of established 
humanitarian rules relating to armed conflicts, in par
ticular the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907,1 

the Geneva Protocol of 19252 and the Geneva Con
ventions of 1949,3 

Noting the report of the Secretary-General on the 
fourth session of the Diplomatic Conference on Reaffir
mation and Development of International Humanitarian 
Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, held at Geneva 
from 17 March to 10 June 1977 (A/32/144 and 
Add.l), 

1. Welcomes the successful conclusion of the Diplo
matic Conference on Reaffirmation and Development of 
International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed 
Conflicts which has resulted in two Protocols Ad
ditional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, 
adopted by the Diplomatic Conference on 8 June 1977, 
namely, Protocol I relating to the Protection of Victims 
of International Armed Conflicts (A/32/144, annex I) 
and Protocol II relating to the Protection of Victims 
of Non-International Armed Conflicts (ibid., annex II); 

2. Notes the recommendation, approved by the 
Diplomatic Conference, that a special conference be 
called on the issue of prohibition or restriction of use 
for humanitarian reasons of specific conventional 
weapons; 

1 Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague 
Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York 
Oxford UnivP-rsity Press, 1915). ' 

2 League of Nations, Treaty Series, vol. XCIV, No. 2138, 
p. 65. 

3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973. 

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Swiss Federal 
Council for acting as host to the four sessions of the 
Diplomatic Conference and to the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross for preparing the basis for 
discussion and for its constant assistance to the 
Conference; 

4. Urges States to consider without delay the matter 
of signing and ratifying or acceding to the two Protocols 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, which 
will be opened for signature on 12 December 1977 
in Berne; -~· 

5. Appeals to States which have not done so to 
become parties to the Geneva Conventions of 1949; 

6. Calls upon all parties to armed conflicts to 
acknowledge and to comply with their obligations 
under the existing instruments of international human
itarian law and to observe the international humanita
rian rules which are applicable, in particular the Hague 
Conventions of 1899 and 1907, the Geneva Protocol 
of 1925 and the Geneva Conventions of 1949; 

7. Calls upon all States to take effective steps for 
the dissemination of humanitarian rules applicable in 
armed conflicts; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session a report 
concerning the state of signatures and ratification of 
the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 
1949 and decides to include in the provisional agenda 
of its thirty-fourth session an item entitled "Report of 
the Secretary-General on the state of signatures and 
ratifications of the Protocols Additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 concerning the respect for human 
rights in armed conflicts". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 8 December 1977. the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report 
(A/32/396, para. 9). For the final text, see resolution 32/44.4 

4 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NoTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 115 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Document No. TJtle or descrtption Observations and references 

A/32/144 and Ad..l 1 Report of the Secretary-General on the fourth session of the Diplomatic Mimeographed 
Conference on Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humamtarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts 

A/32/496 Note verbal~ dated 20 December 1977 from the Mission of the United Ditto 
Republic of Cameroon addressed to the Secretariat transmitting the 
text of the Yaounde Declaration on humanitarian law 

A/C.6/32/L.6 Draft resolution Replaced by A/C.6/32/L.6/ 
Rev.! 

A/C.6/32/l. 6/Rev.1 Revised draft resolution For the spomors and the text, 

Printed in U.S.A. 

<;ee A/321396, paras. 7 
and 9 
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DOCUMENT A/32/338 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

1. This item was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-second session of the General 
Assembly pursuant to paragraph 6 of Assembly reso
lution 31/28 of 29 November 1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in the agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. At the 19th meeting, on 17 October, the rep
resentative of Finland, Mr. Bengt H. G. A. Broms, 
in his capacity as Chairman of the Special Committee 
on the Charter of the United Nations and on the 
Strengthening of the Role of the Organization, in
troduced the Committee's report (A/32/33). 

4. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 
19th to 23rd, 25th to 30th, 32nd and 33rd meetings, 
held between 17 and 31 October. The summary rec
ords of those meetings contain the views of represen
tatives who spoke during the consideration of the item. 

5. At the 20th meeting, on 18 October, the rep
resentative of the Philippines introduced a draft reso
lution (A/C.6/32/L.2) sponsored by Algeria, Ar
gentina, Australia, Bangladesh, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Burundi, the Central African Empire, Chad, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Italy, 
Jamaica, Japan, Jcrdan, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, the 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, 
Morocco, Mozambique, New Zealand, the Niger, Ni
geria, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, the Philip
pines, Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Singapore, Somalia, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, the Sudan, Swaziland, the Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, the United 

1 

[Original: English] 
[15 November 1977] 

Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia, later joined by Turkey. 
At the 33rd meeting, on 31 October, the Chairman 
announced that, after the Sixth Committee had taken 
its decision on the draft resolution (see para. 9 below), 
the delegations of Angola and Cyprus had informed 
him of their desire to be sponsors of the draft resolu
tion. [For the text, see para. 11 below.] 

6. Cyprus submitted an amendment (A/C.6/32/ 
L.3) to the draft resolution, which called for the in
sertion, in operative paragraph 2, of a new subpara
graph (c) to read as follows: 

" (c) To concentrate first on those proposals 
which strengthen the role of the United Nations 
without requiring amendment of the Charter". 
7. At the 32nd meeting, on 28 October, the rep

resentative of Cyprus withdrew the amendment. His 
statement and statements made by other representatives 
thereon are included in the summary record of the 
32nd meeting. 

8. The Sixth Committee had before it a note by the 
Secretary-General (A/C.6/32/L.5) on the adminis
trative and financial implications of draft resolution 
A/C.6/32/L.2. At the 32nd meeting, the Secretary 
of the Committee made a further statement in that 
connexion. In addition, the representative of the Bud
get Division made a statement in response to certain 
questions raised. 

9. At its 32nd meeting, the Sixth Committee 
adopted without a vote draft resolution A/C.6/32/L.2 
(see para. 11 below) . 

10. At the same meeting, the Sixth Committee 
also decided that the Special Committee on the Char-
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ter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening 
of the Role of the Organization should meet at United 
Nations Headquarters from 27 February to 24 March 
1978. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

11. The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

Report of the Special Committee on the Charter of 
the United Nations and on the Strengthening of the 
Role of the Organization 
The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 992 {X) of 21 November 
1955, 2285 (XXII) of 5 December 1967, 2552 
(XXIV) of 12 December 1969, 2697 (XXV) of 
11 December 1970, 2968 (XXVII) of 14 December 
1972 and 3349 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974, 

Recalling also its resolutions 2925 (XXVII) of 
27 November 1972, 3073 (XXVIII) of 30 November 
1973 and 3282 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 on 
the strengthening of the role of the United Nations, 

Recalling especially its resolution 3499 (XXX) of 
15 December 1975, by which it established the Spe
cial Committee on the Charter of the United Nations 
and on the Strengthening of the Role of the Organiza
tion, and its resolution 31/28 of 29 November 1976, 

Having considered the report of the Special Com
mittee (A/32/33), 

Noting that the Special Committee has examined in 
detail the observations received from Governments 
contained in the Secretary-General's analytical study 
concerning suggestions and proposals regarding the 
Charter of the United Nations and the strengthening 
of the role of the United Nations with regard to the 
maintenance and consolidation of international peace 
and security, the development of co-operation among 
all nations and the promotion of the rules of interna-

tiona! law in relations between States (ibid., annex II, 
document A/ AC.182/L.2), 

Considering that the Special Committee has not yet 
completed the mandate given to it, 

Reaffirming its support for the purposes and prin
ciples set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Special Com
mittee on the Charter of the United Nations and on 
the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization; 

2. Decides that the Special Committee should con
tinue its work in pursuance of the following tasks with 
which it is entrusted: 

(a) To list the proposals which have been made 
or will be made in the Committee and to identify 
those which have awakened special interest; 

(b) To examine proposals which have been made 
or will be made in the Committee with a view to ac
cording priority to the consideration of those areas 
on which general agreement is possible; 

3. Requests the Special Committee to be mindful 
of the importance of reaching general agreement when
ever it has significance for the outcome of its work; 

4. Urges members of the Special Committee to 
participate fully in its work in fulfilment of the man
date entrusted to it; 

5. Invites Governments to submit, or to bring up 
to date, their observations and proposals in accord
ance with General Assembly resolution 3499 (XXX); 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to render all 
assistance to the Special Committee, including the 
preparation of summary records of its meetings; 

7. Requests the Special Committee to submit a 
report on its work to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-third session; 

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-third session the item entitled "Report of the 
Special Committee on the Charter of the United Na
tions and on the Strengthening of the Role of the 
Organization". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/32/33 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 8 December 1977, the General Assembly 
took note of the decision contained in the report of the Sixth Committee (A/32/ 
338, para. 10). At the same meeting, the General Assembly adopted the draft 
resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report (ibid., para. 11). 
For the final text, see resolution 32/45.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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Report of the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 6 July 1977 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent 
Mission of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the United Nations ad
dressed to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 23 September 1977 from the representative of the Libyan 
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Draft resolution 

Amendment to document A/C.6/32/L.2 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con
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Ditto 
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DOCUMENT A/32/406 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

1. This item was included in the provisional agenda 
of the thirty-second session of the General Assembly 
pursuant to its resolution 31/101 of 15 Decem
ber 1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in its agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. At the 51st meeting, on 21 November, the Chair
man of the Committee on Relations with the Host 
Country introduced the report (A/32/26). 

4. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 
51st, 52nd and 59th meetings, on 21, 22 and 30 No
vember. The summary records of those meetings contain 
the views of representatives who spoke during the con
sideration of the item. 

5. At the 59th meeting, on 30 November, the 
Chairman of the Committee on Relations with the Host 
Country introduced a draft resolution (A/C.6/32/ 
L.12) sponsored by Cyprus. [For the text, see para. 7 
below.] 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution by consensus. 

1 

[Original: English] 
[6 December 1977] 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

7. The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

Report of the Committee on Relations with the 
Host Country 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Committee on 
Relations with the Host Country (A/32/26), 

1. Accepts the recommendations of the Committee 
on Relations with the Host Country contained in para
graph 26 of its report; 

2. Decides to continue the work of the Committee 
on Relations with the Host Country, in conformity with 
General Assembly resolution 2819 (XXVI) of 15 De
cember 1971, with the purpose of examining on a more 
regular basis all matters falling within its terms of 
reference and requests the Secretary-General to provide 
the Committee with all necessary assistance; 

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-third session the item entitled "Report of the 
Committee on Relations with the Host Country". 
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Document No. 

A/32/26 

A/C.6/32/L.12 

ACTIU~ TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 8 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report 
(A/32/406, para. 7). For the final text, see resolution 32/46.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NoTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 117 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Report of the Committee on Relations with the Host Country 

Cyprus: draft resolution 

Observations and references 

Official Records of the Gen
eral Assembly, Thirty-sec
ond Session, Supplement 
No. 26 

See A/321406, paras. 5 and 7 

-------------------------------------------·----------
Printed in U.S.A. 36582-July 1978-2,100 
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Agenda item 118:-'~' Measures to prevent international terrorism which endangers or takes innocent 
human lives or jeopardizes fundamental freedoms, and study of the underlying causes of 
those forms of terrorism and acts of violence which lie in misery, frustration, grievance 
and despair and which cause some people to sacrifice human lives, including their own, 
in an attempt to e:ffect radical changes: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on International 
Terrorism-'~'-'~' 

CONTENTS 
Document No. Title 

A/32/453 Report of the Sixth Committee .................................................... . 

Ac:tion taken by the General .A.!Isemhly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Check list of documents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • • . • . • . • • . . • • . . . . . . . • • . • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

• For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Sixth Committee, 
54th to 59th and 68th meetings; ibid., Sixth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; ibid., Fifth Committee, 64th meeting; ibid., 
Fifth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 105th meeting. 

**Since 1972, this question has been discussed by the General Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-seventh (agenda 
item 92), twenty-eighth (item 94), twenty-ninth (item 91), thirtieth (item 116) and thirty-first (item 113). 

DOCUMENT A/32/ 453 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

1. This item was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-second session of the General 
Assembly pursuant to paragraph 12 of Assembly reso
lution 31/102 of 15 December 1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in the agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. At the 54th meeting, on 25 November, the rep
resentative of Iran, Mr. Fereydoun Hoveyda, in his 
capacity as Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
International Terrorism, introduced the Committee's 
report (A/32/37). 

4. The Sixth Committee considered the item at 
its 54th to 59th and 68th meetings, between 25 No
vember and 9 December 1977. The summary records 
of those meetings contain the views of representatives 
who spoke during the consideration of the item. 

5. At the 68th meeting, on 9 December, the rep
resentative of Togo introduced a draft resolution (A/ 
C.6/32/L.l3) sponsored by Algeria, Burundi, the 
Congo, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Guinea, Kenya, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mali, Morocco, 
the Niger, Nigeria, the Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, 
the United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen, Zaire and 
Zambia, later joined by Afghanistan and Somalia (for 
the text, see para. 8 below). 

6. The Sixth Committee had before it a note by 
the Secretary-General (A/C.6/32/L.l7) on the ad-

1 

[Original: English] 
[15 December 1977] 

ministrative and financial implications of the draft 
resolution. 

7. At its 68th meeting, the Sixth Committee 
adopted the draft resolution by a roll-call vote of 89 
to 9, with 24 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, 
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Bot
swana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, China, Congo, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, 
Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, German Democratic Re
public, Ghana, Guinea, Honduras, Hungary, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mex
ico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, 
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Poland, 
Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, 
Surinam, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia.1 

1 Subsequently, the delegations of Bolivia, Cyprus, Equatorial 
Guinea and Gabon indicated that, had they been present during 
the vote, they would have voted in favour of the draft resolu
tion. 
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Against: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Israel, Japan, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of Amer
ica. 

Abstaining: Austria, Colombia, Denmark, El Sal
vador, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Greece, Guatemala, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, New Zea
land, Nicaragua, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Philip
pines, Portugal, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, 
Turkey, Uruguay. 
The representatives of the United States of America 
and Guatemala made statements in explanation of vote 
before the vote. The representatives of Ecuador, Nica
ragua, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and North
ern Ireland, Chile, Israel, Japan, Uruguay, France, 
Austria, Sierra Leone, Greece, Canada, Sweden, Italy, 
Belgium, and Algeria made statements in explanation 
of vote after the vote. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

8. The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 
Measures to prevent international terrorism which en

dangers or takes innocent human lives or jeopardizes 
fundamental freedoms, and study of the underlying 
causes of those forms of terrorism and acts of vio
lence which lie in misery, frustration, grievance and 
despair and which cause some people to sacrifice 
human lives, including their own, in an attempt to 
effect radical changes 
The General Assembly, 
Deeply perturbed over acts of international terrorism 

which are occurring with increasing frequency and 
which take a toll of innocent human lives, 

Recognizing the importance of international co
operation in devising measures ~ffective~y to prev~nt 
their occurrence and of studymg their underlymg 
causes with a view to finding just and peaceful solu
tions as quickly as possible, 

Recalling the Declaration on Principles of Interna
tional Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co
operation among States in accordance with the Charter 
of the United Nations,2 

Taking note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee 
on International Terrorism (A/32/37), 

Deeply convinced of the importance to mankind of 
the continuation of the work of the Ad Hoc Com
mittee, 

1. Expresses deep concern over increasing acts. of 
international terrorism which endanger or take m-

2 General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV), annex. 

nocent human lives or jeopardize fundamental free
doms; 

2. Urges States to continue to seek just and peace
ful solutions to the underlying causes which give rise 
to such acts of violence; 

3. Reaffirms the inalienable right to self-determi
nation and independence of all peoples under colonial 
and racist regimes and other forms of alien domination, 
and upholds the legitimacy of their struggle, in par
ticular the struggle of national liberation movements, 
in accordance with the purposes and principles of 
the Charter and the relevant resolutions of the organs 
of the United Nations; 

4. Condemns the continuation of repressive and 
terrorist acts by colonial, racist and alien regimes in 
denying peoples their legitimate right to self-determina
tion and independence and other human rights and 
fundamental freedoms; 

5. Appeals to States which have not yet done so 
to examine the possibility of becoming parties to the 
existing international conventions which relate to va
rious aspects of the problem of international terrorism; 

6. Invites States to take all appropriate measures 
at the national level with a view to the speedy and final 
elimination of the problem, bearing in mind the pro
visions of paragraph 3 above; 

7. Invites the Ad Hoc Committee on International 
Terrorism to continue its work in accordance with 
the mandate entrusted to it under General Assembly 
resolution 3034 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972, first 
by studying the underlying causes of terrorism and 
then by recommending practical measures to combat 
terrorism; 

8. Invites the States which have not yet done so 
to submit their observations and concrete proposals 
as soon as possible to the Secretary-General so as to 
enable the Ad Hoc Committee to carry out its man
date more efficiently; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to 
the Ad Hoc Committee an analytical study of the 
observations of States submitted under paragraph 8 
above; 

10. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to consider 
the observations of States under paragraph 8 above 
and to submit its report with recommendations for 
possible co-operation for the speedy elimination of 
the problem, bearing in mind the provisions of para
graph 3, to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth 
session; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the 
Ad Hoc Committee with the necessary facilities and 
services, including summary records of its meetings; 

12. Decides to include the item in the provisional 
agenda of its thirty-fourth session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 105th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assem~ly, 
by a recorded vote of 91 to 9, with 28 abstentions, adopted the draft resolutiOn 
submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report (A/32/ 453, para. 8). For the 
final text, see resolution 32/147.3 

a See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 



Docum~nt No. 

A/32/37 

A/321420 

A/321495 

A/C.6/32/4 

A/C.6/32/L.13 

A/C.6/32/L.17 

~eada item 118 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NoTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 118 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

TUt. or th6crlptton 

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on International Terrorism 

Letter dated 6 December 1977 from the representative of Israel to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 20 December 1977 from the representative of the Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 20 October 1977 from the Charge d'affaires, a.i. of the 
Permanent Mission of Venezuela to the United Nations addressed to 
the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con
tained in document A/C.6/32/L.l3: note by the Secretary-General 

Ob.,tllioll6 ad nln•nu6 

Olficial Records of the Gen
eral Assembly, Thirty-sec
ond Session, Supplement 
No. 37 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/32/453, paras. 5 
and 8 

Mimeographed 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/321453 

A/C.5/32/88 

A/32/475 

Printed in U.S.A. 

Note by the Secretary-General 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Mimeographed 

See Olficial Records of the 
General Assembly, Thirty· 
second Session, Anneres, 
agenda item 100 
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Agenda item 119:"'" Drafting of an international convention against the taking of hostages:"'""'" report 
of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an International Convention against the Taking 
of Hostages 

CONTENTS 
Document No. Title Page 

A/32/467 Report of the Sixth Committee .............................................. · ... · · · 

Action taken by the General Assemblr .................................................................. · · · 2 

Cheek list of documents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Sixth Committee, 
59th to 63rd and 69th meetings; ibid., Sixth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; ibid., Fifth Committee, 64th meeting; ibid., 
Fifth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 105th meeting. 

* * This question was previously discussed by the General Assembly at its thirty-first session (agenda item 123). 

DOCUMENT A/32/467 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

1. This item was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-second session of the General As
sembly pursuant to paragraph 6 of Assembly resolu
tion 31/103 of 15 December 1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in its agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Com
mittee. 

3. The Sixth Committee considered the item at 
its 59th to 63rd and 69th meetings, between 30 No
vember and 12 December 1977. The summary records 
of those meetings contain the views of representatives 
who spoke during the consideration of this item. 

4. At the 59th meeting, on 30 November, the rep
resentative of the Federal Republic of Germany in
troduced a draft resolution (A/C.6/32/L.l0), spon
sored by Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Brazil, Canada, the Central African Empire, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Ecuador, El Sal
vador, Finland, France, Germany,:Federal Republic of, 
Greece, India, Iran, Ireland, Italy, the Ivory Coast, 
Japan, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Luxembourg, Ma
laysia, Morocco, Nepal, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, the Philippines, Portugal, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Tur
key, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and North
ern Ireland, the United States of America and Vene
zuela, later joined by Algeria, Bolivia, Chad, Fiji, 
Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, Indonesia, 
Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 
Somalia and Surinam (for the text, see para. 7 below). 

5. The Sixth Committee had before it a note by 
the Secretary-General (A/C.6/32/L.15) on the ad-

I 

[Original: English] 
[15 December 1977] 

ministrative and financial implications of the draft 
resolution. 

6. At its 69th meeting, on 12 December, the Sixth 
Committee adopted the draft resolution by consensus. 
Statements were made by the representative of the 
United Republic of Tanzania before the adoption of 
the draft resolution and by the representative of the 
Federal Republic of Germany after its adoption. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

7. The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

Drafting of an international convention against 
the taking of hostages 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 31/103 of 15 December 
1976, 

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Com
mittee on the Drafting of an International Convention 
against the Taking of Hostages (A/32/39), 

Considering that the Ad Hoc Committee has been 
unable to complete the mandate given to it within the 
allocated time, 

Mindful of the need to conclude, under the auspices 
of the United Nations, an international convention 
against the taking of hostages, taking into account the 
urgency of formulating effective measures to put an 
end to the taking of hostages, 
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Bearing in mind the recommendation of the Ad Hoc 
Committee that it should continue its work in 1978 
(ibid., para. 14), 

3. Invites Governments to submit, or to bring up 
to date, suggestions and proposals for consideration 
by the Ad Hoc Committee; 

1. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Com
mittee on the Drafting of an International Convention 
against the Taking of Hostages; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to render all 
assistance to the Ad Hoc Committee, including the 
preparation of summary records of its meetings; 

2. Decides that the Ad Hoc Committee, as con
stituted (ibid., para. 3), should continue, in accord
ance with paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolu
tion 31 I 103, to draft at the earliest possible date an 
international convention against the taking of hostages 
and, in the fulfilment of its mandate, to consider sug
gestions and proposals from any State, bearing in mind 
the views expressed during the debate on this item 
at the thirty-second session of the Assembly; 

5. Requ."sts the Ad Hoc Committee to submit its 
report and to make every effort to submit a draft con
vention against the taking of hostages to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-third session; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-third session the item entitled "Drafting of 
an international convention against the taking of hos
tages". 

Document No. 

A/32/39 

A/C.6/32/4 

A/C.6/32/L.l 0 

A/C.6/32/L.15 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 1 05th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report 
(A/32/467, para. 7). For the final text, see resolution 32/148.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NoTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 119 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Tztle or description 

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an International 
Convention against the Taki:lg of Hostages 

Letter dated 20 October 1977 from the Charge d'affaires, a.i. of the 
Permanent Mission of Venezuela to the United Nations addressed to 
the Secretary-General 

Draft resolutioR 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con
tained in document A/C.6/32/L.10: note by the Secretary-General 

Obsen·ations and references 

Official Records of the Gen
eral Assembly, Thirty-sec
ond Session, Supplement 
No. 39 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/32/467, paras. 4 
and 7 

Mimeographed 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/321467 

A/C.5/32187 

A/32/476 

Printed in U.S.A. 

Note by the Secretary-General 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Mimeographed 

See Official Records of the 
General Assembly, Thirty
second Session, Annexes, 
agenda item 100 
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Agenda item 120:"' Resolutions adopted by the United Nations Conference on the Representation of 
States in Their Relations with International Organizations:"'"' 

(a) Resolution relating to the observer status of national liberation movements recognized 
by the Organization of African Unity and/or by the League of Arab States; 

(b) Resolution relating to the application of the Convention in future activities of interna
tional organizations 

DOCUMENT A/32/ 468 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

[Original: English] 
[15 December 1977] 

1. This item was included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second 
session of the General Assembly pursuant to its decision 31 I 408 of 13 Decem
ber 1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 1977, the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in 
its agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. At its 69th meeting, on 12 December, the Sixth Committee agreed that, 
because of the lack of time, consideration of the item should be deferred until the 
thirty-third session of the General Assembly. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

4. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the 
item entitled "Resolutions adopted by the United Nations Conference on the 
Representation of States in Their Relations with International Organizations" 
should be included in the provisional agenda of its thirty-third session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 105th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the recommendation of the Sixth Committee contained in paragraph 4 
of its report (A/32/468) (see decision 32/4391

). 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Sixth Committee, 
69th meeting; ibid., Sixth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 105th meeting. 

**This question was also on the agenda of the General Assembly at the thirtieth session (agenda item 11 8) and at the thirty
first (item 114). 

Printed in U.S.A. 
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Document No. 

A/311172 
A/321133 

A/32/235 

A/C.6/32/L.16 

DOCUMENT A/32/469 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

[Original: English] 
[15 December 1977] 

1. This item was included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second 
session of the General Assembly pursuant to its decision 31/409 of 13 Decem
ber 1976. 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 1977, the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in 
its agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. The Sixth Committee had before it a draft resolution (A/C.6/32/L.16) 
submitted by the Philippines. 

4. At its 69th meeting, on 12 December, the Sixth Committee agreed that, 
because of the lack of time, consideration of the item should be deferred until the 
thirty-third session of the General Assembly. 

Recommendation oj the Sixth Committee 

5. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the item 
entitled "Consolidation and progressive evolution of the norms and principles of 
international economic development law" should be included in lhe provisional 
agenda of its thirty-third session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 1 05th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the recommendation of the Sixth Committee contained in paragraph 5 
of its report (A/32/469) (see decision 32/4401

). 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NoTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 121 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Note by the Secretary-General 
Letter dated 6 July 1977 from the Charge d'affaires, a.i. of the Perma

nent Mission of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the United Nations 
addressed to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 23 September 1977 from the representative of the Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya to the Secretary-General 

Philippines: draft resolution 

Observations and rejerence1 

Mimeographed 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Sixth Committee, 
69th meeting; ibid., Sixth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 105th meeting. 

**This question was previously discussed by the General Assembly at its thirtieth session (under agenda item 12) and at its 
thirty-first session (agenda item 115). 

Printed in U.S.A. 
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C6NTENTS 
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A/32/141 and Add.l Secretary-General: request for the inclusion of an item in the provisional aaonda of the thirty-
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A/32/366 Report of the Sixth Committee ..................................................... . 3 

Action taken by the General Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Check list of documents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty • .recond Session, Sixth Committee, 
12th, 13th, 18th and 43rd meetings: ibid., Sixth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; ibid., Fifth Committee, 57th meet
ing; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 97th meeting. 

* * Since 1972, the General Assembly has discussed the question of the succession of States in respect to treaties at 
the following sessions: twenty-seventh (agenda item 85), twenty-eighth (item 89), twenty-ninth (item 87 relating to the a!U)Il3} 
reports of the International Law Commission), thirtieth (item 109) and thirty-first (item 107). 

DOCUMENTS A/32/141 AND ADD.1 

Secretary-General: request for the inclusion of an item in the 
provisional agenda of the thirty-second session 

Note by the Secretary-General 

DOCUMENT A/32!141 

PART I 

[Original: English] 
[8 June 1977] 

Pursuant to rule 13 (g) of the rules of procedure of 
the General Assembly, the Secretary-General has the 
honour to propose the inclusion in the agenda of the 
thirty-second session of the General Assembly of an 
item entitled: "Recommendation adopted by the United 
Nations Conference on Succession of States in Respect 
of Treaties". 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, 
an explanatory memorandum is attached. 

ANNEX 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

l. By resolution 3496 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, the 
General Assembly decided to convene a conference of pleni
potentiaries in 1977 to consider the draft articles on succession 
of States in respect of treaties, adopted by the International 
Law Commission at its twenty-sixth session,l and to embody 
the results of its work in an international convention and 
such other instruments as it might deem appropriate. Subse-

t Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth 
Session, Supplement No. 10, chap. II, ~t. D. 

1 

quently, by resolution 31/18 of 24 November 1976, the 
General Assembly, after noting that an invitation had been 
extended by the Government of Austria to hold the Confer
ence at Vienna, decided that the Conference would be held 
from 4 April to 6 May 1977 at that city. 

2. The United Nations Conference on Succession of States 
in Respect of Treaties met at Vienna during the above
mentioned period. It elected Mr. Karl Zemanek (Austria) as 
President of the Conference. 

3. The Conference decided that the basic proposal before 
it, namely, the draft articles on succession of States in respect 
of treaties prepared by the Interrultional Law Commission 
as well as the amendments and the additional articles proposed 
by participating delegations, would be first considered by a 
Committee of the Whole established by the Conference. The 
texts adopted by the Committee of the Whole were referred 
to a Drafting Committee which was responsible for preparing 
drafts and giving advice on drafting as requested. 

4. At the conclusion of the session, the Conference in 
plenary meeting adopted 25 of the 39 articles of the basic 
proposal, namely, all the articles whose examination had been 
completed by the Committee of the Whole. The articles already 
adopted by the Conference in plenary meeting are articles 1, 
3 to 5, 8 to 11 and 13 to 29. These articles relate to part I 
(General provisions), part II (Succession in respect of part of 
territory) and part III (Newly independent States) of the 
basic proposal. In addition, the Committee of the Whole ini· 
tially considered the four remaining draft articles of those 
three parts of the basic proposal as well as the amendments 
and the additional articles proposed by participating delega
tions relatina thereto. Three of these draft articles (articles 6, 
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7 and 12) were referred by the Committee of the Wh_ole to 
an informal consultation group and a proposed new article 
(article 22 bis), on notifications by the depositary, to the 
Drafting Committee. After an initial debate, the Committee 
of the Whole left to a later stage its consideration of draft 
article 2 (Use of terms), in accordance with the practice 
followed in codification conferences. The draft articles con
tained in part IV (Uniting and separation of States) and part V 
(Miscellaneous provisions) of the basic proposal, namely, 
draft articles 30 to 39, and related amendments and new 
articles proposed by participating delegations have not yet 
been considered by the Committee of the Whole. The Drafting 
Committee has been entrusted with the task of preparing drafts, 
for submission directly to the Conference in plenary meeting 
concerning the preamble and the final clauses of the future 
convention. 

5. At its 7th plenary meeting, on 6 May 1977, the Con
ference adopted a recommendation requiring consideration by 
the General Assembly. The recommendation reads as follows: 

"The United Nations Conference on Succession of States 
in Respect of Treaties, 

"Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 3496 (XXX) 
of 15 December 1975, by which the Assembly deciC:led to 
convene a conference of plenipotentiaries in I 977 to con
sider the draft articles on succession of States in respect 
of treaties, adopted by the International Law Commission 
at its twenty-sixth session, and to embody the results of its 
work in an international convention and such other instru
ments as it might deem appropriate, 

"Having met at Vienna from 4 April to 6 May 1977, in 
accordance with General Assembly resolution 31 I 18 of 
24 November 1976, 

"Expressing its deep appreciation and gratitude to the 
Government of Austria for making possible the holding of 
the Conference in the capital of Austria, 

"Noting that owing to the intrinsic complexity of the 
subject-matter it has not been possible for the Conference 
in the time available to conclude its work and to adopt an 
international convention and other appropriate instruments, 
as requested by the General Assembly in resolution 1496 
(XXX), 

"Taking note of the statement of the representative of 
Austria that the invitation of the Government of Austria 
referred to in General Assembly resolution 31 I 18 would 
extend to a resumed session of the Conference, which would 
make it possible for the Conference to continue its work 
at Vienna in 1978, 

"Convinced that one more session would enable it to con
clude its work as envisaged by the General Assembly, 

"1. Adopts the report on its work for the period from 
4 April to 6 May 1977; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit that re
port to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

"3. Recommends that the General Assembly should de
cide to reconvene the United Nations Conference on Suc
cession of States in Respect of Treaties in the first half 
of 1978, preferably in April at Vienna, for a final session 
of four weeks." 

6. The recommendation quoted above was included in the 
report of the United Nations Conference on Succession of 
States in Respect of Treaties (AICONF.S0/15) approved by 

the Conference. The text of the articles already adopted by 
the Conference in plenary meeting, the report of the Com
mittee of the Whole (AICONF.80114) and a check list of 
documents of the Conference were annexed to the report of 
the Conference. 

DOCUMENT A./32!141/ A.dd.l 

PART II 

[Original: English] 
[20 July 1977] 

Subsequent to the circulation of his request for the 
inclusion in the provisional agenda of the item entitled 
"Recommendation adopted by the United Nations Con
ference on Succession of States in Respect of Treatfes" 
(A/32/141 ), the Secretary-General has received from 
the Acting Permanent Representative of Austria to the 
United Nations a communication dated 30 June 1977, 
the substance of which reads as follows: 

"It will be recalled that on 24 November 1976 
the General Assembly adopted resolution 31 I 18, ac
cepting the invitation of the Government of Austria 
to hold the United Nations Conference on Succession 
of States in Respect of Treaties in Vienna, capital of 
Austria. Accordingly, when towards the end of its 
session the Conference discussed the issue of how to 
conclude its work and unanimously agreed to recom
mend to the General Assembly that it should decide 
to reconvene the Conference for a final session in 
1978, it was only natural for the representative of 
Austria to remind the Conference that as a matter 
of course the original invitation of the Govern
ment of Austria, accepted by the General Assembly 
in resolution 31/18, extended to a resumed session 
as well. In the preamble of its recommendation the 
Conference took note of the relevant statement of 
the representative of Austria and consequently, in 
operative paragraph 3 of the same recommendation, 
expressed the view that preferably the resumed (final) 
session should be convened in Vienna (ibidry annex, 
para. 5). 

"In view of this, the Acting Permanent Repre
sentative of Austria wishes to state again that the 
Government of Austria sincerely hopes that the 
General Assembly will decide to reconvene the 
United Nations Conference on Succession of States 
in Respect of Treaties in Vienna, as recommended 
by the Conference itself. In reiterating the Austrian 
invitation, reference is also made to Austria's long
standing tradition of hosting United Nations codifica
tion conferences, a tradition which was established 
as early as 1961. Holding the resumed session of the 
United Nations Conference on Succession of States 
in Respect of Treaties in the capital of Austria would 
be in line not only with the just mentioned tradition 
of the Austrian Government; it would also be con
sistent with the policy the United Nations bas 
followed in the matter so far." 
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DOCUMENT Al321366 

Report of th~ Si!ILth Committee 

[Original: English] 
[28 November 1977] 

I. Pursuant to rule I 3 (g) of the rules of procedure 
of the General Assembly, the Secretary-General pro
posed the inclusion in the provisional agenda of the 
thirty-second session of the General Assembly of an 
item entitled '"Recommendation adopted by the United 
Nations Conference on Succession of States in respect 
of Treaties'' (Ai32114I and Add.!). 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977. the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in its agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 
12th, 13th, 18th and 43rd meetings on 7, 11 and 14 
October and II November 1977. 

4. At the 43rd meeting, on I I November I 977, 
the representative of Austna introduced a draft reso
lution (AIC.61321L.4), sponsored by Austria, Bul
garia, Canada, Egypt, Finland, India, Italy, Jamaica, 
the Niger, Norway, the Philippines, Spain, Sweden, 
Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates and the United 
Republic of Tanzania, later joined by Argentina, Mo
rocco and the Sudan. [For the text, see para. 7 below.] 

5. The Sixth Committee had before it a note by 
the Secretary-General (AIC.61321L.7) on the ad
ministrative and financial implications of the draft reso
lution. The note was orally corrected at the 43rd 
meeting by the Secretary of the Committee. 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution by consensus. The representative of 
Israel made a statement in that connexion. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

7. The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON SUCCESSION OF 
STATES IN RESPECT OF TREATIES 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3496 (XXX) of 15 Decem
ber 1975, by which it decided to convene a conference 
of plenipotentiaries in 1977 to consider the draft ar-

tides on succession of States in respect of treaties, 
adopted by the International Law Commission at its 
twenty-sixth session, 2 and to embody the results of its 
work in an international convention and such other 
instruments as it might deem appropriate, 

Recalling further its resolution 31 I 18 of 24 Novem
ber 1976, by which, after noting that an invitation had 
been extended by the Government of Austria to hold 
the United Nations Conference on Succession of States 
in Respect of Treaties at Vienna, it had decided that 
the Conference would be held in that city, 

Noting that the Conference met at Vienna from 4 
April to 6 May 1977, in accordance with the above
mentioned resolutions, but that it was not possible frr 
the time available for the Conference to conclude its 
work and to adopt an international convention and 
other appropriate instruments, as requested by the 
General Assembly, 

Noting further the view of the Conference that one 
more session would enable it to conclude its work as 
envisaged by the General Assembly, 

Bearing in mind tne recommendation unanimously 
adopted by the Conference that it should be reconvened 
at Vienna for a final session of four weeks, 

Taking into account the invitation of the Govern
ment of Austria, accepted by the General Assembly in 
resolution 31 I 18, which extends also to a resumed 
session of the Conference (AI3211411Add.1), 

l. Takes note of the report of the United Nations 
Conference on Succession of States in Respect of 
Treaties (AICONF.80115); 

2. Approves the convening of a resumed session of 
the United Nations Conference on Succession of States 
in Respect of Treaties at Vienna for a period of three 
weeks, from 31 July to 18 August 197 8, with a possible 
extension of up to one further week should thiS prove 
necessary in the view of the Conference; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to make the 
necessary arrangements, as provided u~der Ge~e.ral 
Assembly resolution 31 I 18, for the efficient servicmg 
of the Conference; 

4. Expresses its firm conviction that th~ Confe~ence 
will thus conclude its work and adopt an mtemational 
convention and other appropriate instruments as re
quested by the General Assembly. 

2Jbid. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 8 December. 1977, the _Gene~al _Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee m Its report 
(A1321366, para. 7). For the final text, see resolution 32147.8 

a See Official Records of the Generol A.rsembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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Document No. 

A/C.6/32/L.4 

A/C.6/32/L.7 

A/CONF.!H)/14 

A/CONF.80/15 

A/C.S/32/40 and 
Rev.1 and 
Rev.l/Corr.1 
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CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 122 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Draft resolution 
Observations and 'H(ITCMII 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/32/366, paras. 4 
and 7 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con· Mimeographed 
tained in document A/C.6/32/L.4; note by the Secretary-General 

Report of the Committee of the Whole of the United Nations Con- Ditto 
ference on Succession of States in Respect of Treaties 

Report of the United Nations Conference on Succession of States in Ditto, 
Respect of Treaties 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution 
submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A I 321366 

Note by the Secretary-General Mimeographed 

Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

See Official Records of the 
General Assembly, Thirty
second Session, Supplement 
No.8 

Ibid., Thirty-second Session, 
Annexes, agenda item 100 
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DOCUMENTS A/32/142 AND ADD.1 

Grenada: request for the inclusion of an item in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-second session 

DOCUMENT A/32!142 

LETTER DATED 14 JULY 1977 FROM THE PRIME MIN· 
ISTER AND MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OF 
GRENADA TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

[Original: English] 
[20 July 1977] 

I have the honour to request, under rule 13 (e) of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the 
inclusion in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second 
session of an item entitled "Establishment of an agency 
or a department of the United Nations for undertaking, 
co-ordinating and disseminating the results of research 
into unidentified flying objects and related phenom
ena". 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, 
an explanatory memorandum and a draft resolution are 
attached. 

(Signed) Eric M. GAIRY 
Prime Minister 

and Minister for External Affairs 
of Grenada 

ANNEX I 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

1. In his address to the General Assembly at its thirtieth 
session, on 7 October 1975,a the Prime Minister of Grenada, 
the Right Honourable Sir Eric Matthew Gairy, made reference 
to man's untapped potential for personal development in a 

a Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Ses
sion, Plenary Meetings, 2378th meeting. 

1 

world of tremendous unsolved and bafiling mysteries and called 
upon the United Nations to establish an appropriate depart
ment or agency devoted to psychic research. In that address 
the Prime Minister cited the Bermuda Triangle as one such 
phenomenon which continues to baffie man. 

2. At the thirty-first session of the General Assembly the 
Prime Minister, on 7 October 1976, again called upon the 
United Nations to establish a department or an agency de
voted, not only to psychic research, but also to conduct re
search into the phenomenon of unidentified flying objects. 
At that time, the Prime Minister also called upon the nations 
of the world to make more readily available and accessible 
information and other data relating to unidentified flying ob
jects. The exact words of the Prime Minister were as follows: 

"In my last address to the General Assembly at its thir
tieth session, I referred to the Bermuda Triangle as but 
one example of the phenomena that continue to bafile man, 
and I appealed to the United Nations to establish a depart
ment or an agency devoted to psychic research. It is with 
humility that I state that this subject evoked considerable 
interest, but, regrettably, no positive action has yet been 
taken. However, I am confident that the idea has not died 
and that some positive action will emanate from this world 
body, which, I am sure, will get the full support and co
operation of universities and scientific institutions which 
are in a smaller measure conducting some research and ex
periments in the area of psychic knowledge. I feel that it 
is obligatory on this world Organization to give impetus 
and direction to those already involved in that particular 
field and to take positive steps in co-ordinating these efforts. 
We believe that the importance of psychic research lies not 
only in the purely scientific point of view, for in this area 
of human knowledge lie some of the answers to problems 
that have confronted mankind since time immemorial. 

"In the same way as this planet is the accepted inherit
ance of all humanity, knowledge is also to be shared for 
the benefit of all mankind, and, in this light, one wonders 
why the existence of unidentified flying objects, or 'flying 
saucers', as they are sometimes called, continues to remain 
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a secret to those in whose archives repose useful informa
tion and other data. While we appreciate that some coun
tries consider this to be in the interest of military expedience, 
I now urge that a different view be taken because it is my 
firm conviction that the world is ready, willing and ripe 
to accept these phenomena relating to man and his existence 
on the planet earth and to the planet earth and life in outer 
space."b 

3. The Prime Minister's comments and recommendations 
on unidentified flying objects and related research aroused 
very favourable world-wide reaction resulting in an invitation 
to him to attend the First International Congress on the Un
identified Flying Object Phenomenon held at Acapulco, Mex
ico, from 17 to 24 April 1977, organized by the Centre for 
Information and Investigation of Unidentified Flying Objects 
and Parapsychological Phenomena, and to deliver the feature 
address at the opening function. That Congress, attended by 
well-known and respected scientists and writers in the field, 
representatives of the major organizations of the world con
cerned with unidentified flying objects, unanimously passed a 
resolution acknowledging the great interest taken by the Prime 
Minister of Grenada in unidentified flying objects and related 
phenomena, supporting him in the courageous stand he took 
during two consecutive years (1975 and 1976) in bringing 
this matter to the attention of the General Assembly and 
urging him to continue in his effort for the establishment by 
the United Nations of an agency or a department for research 
into unidentified flying objects and related phenomena. A copy 
of the resolution, signed by the panelists at the First Interna
tional Congress held at Acapulco, is attached to this memo
randum (see annex II below, appendix). 

4. The Prime Minister of Grenada regards his current 
effort to intervene at the thirty-second session of the General 
Assembly as constituting the carrying-out of a mandate emanat
ing from the First International Congress and as expressing a 
new dynamic thrust to which his Government is deeply 
committed. 

5. The Government of Grenada is aware that several ef
forts have already been made by individuals and organizations 
to have the matter of unidentified flying objects raised in and 
discussed either by the General Assembly itself or by one of 
the existing agencies of the United Nations. These efforts 
have met with no success mainly because, so far as is known, 
no Member State had ever raised it as a matter for discussion. 
By requesting to have this matter placed on the agenda for 
discussion at the thirty-second session of the General Assembly, 
the Government of Grenada is seeking to bring about open 
discussions on this very important subject of research into 
unidentified flying objects, a matter of great significance at 
this time for all mankind. 

6. In order to initiate a concentrated and co-ordinated 
study on unidentified flying objects and related phenomena 
and to focus world attention on such an important activity, 
the Government of Grenada is further seeking .to have 1978 
declared by the United Nations International Year of Un
identified Flying Objects, during which period the following 
action would be undertaken by the United Nations: 

(a) Establishment of an agency or a department of the 
United Nations to conduct and co-ordinate research into 
unidentified flying objects and related phenomena; 

(b) Holding of the Second International Congress on the 
Unidentified Flying Object Phenomenon in Grenada, which 
was unanimously approved by the First International Congress 
held at Acapulco; 

(c) Issue of a special commemorative stamp series by 
Grenada and the United Nations illustrating, in their values, 
the milestone events of international research into unidentified 
flying objects. Issue of this stamp series is to coincide with 
the holding of the Second International Congress on uniden
tified flying objects and related phenomena. 

b Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Plenary Meetings, 22nd meeting, 
paras. 9 and 10. 

ANNEX II 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

The General Assembly, 

Mindful of its commitment to promote international co
operation in solving international problems, 

A ware of the renewed interest taken by peoples of the world 
in unidentified flying objects and related phenomena which 
continue to baffle mankind, 

Noting the statements made by the Prime Minister of 
Grenada at the thirtietha and thirty-firstb sessions of the Gen
eral Assembly, regarding these baffling phenomena, 

Noting further the appeal made by the Prime Minister of 
Grenada at the thirtieth and thirty-first sessions of the General 
Assembly to have the United Nations establish an agency or 
department to conduct and co-ordinate research into uniden
tified flying objects and related phenomena and to disseminate 
more widely among the nations of the world information 
and other data accumulated on unidentified flying objects, 

Recognizing the interest and commitment to research into 
unidentified flying objects demonstrated by the scientists and 
other persons participating in the First International Congress 
on the Unidentified Flying Object Phenomenon, held at Aca
pulco, Mexico, from 17 to 24 April 1977, and the strong 
support given by all of them to the initiatives already taken 
by the Prime Minister and people of Grenada, 

1. Considers it desirable to establish, as a matter of pri
ority, an agency or department to conduct and co-ordinate 
research into unidentified flying objects and related phenomena; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to examine this matter 
with a view to recommending to the General Assembly at its 
present session an organizational structure within the United 
Nations through which the objectives set out above could 
be most effectively achieved; 

3. Declares 1978 International Year of Unidentified Flying 
Objects, during which the following action would be under
taken: 

(a) Establishment of an agency or a department of the 
United Nations to conduct and co-ordinate research into un
identified flying objects and related phenomena; 

(b) Holding of the Second International Congress on the 
Unidentified Flying Object Phenomenon in Grenada, which 
was unanimously approved by the First International Con
gress, held at Acapulco; 

(c) Issue of a special commemorative stamp series by 
Grenada and the United Nations-to coincide with the hold
ing of the Second International Congress on unidentified flying 
objects and related phenomena-illustrating, in their values, 
the milestone events of international research into unidentified 
flying objects. 

APPENDIX 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 

ON THE UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT PHENOMENON 

Whereas the Prime Minister of Grenada, the Right Honour
able Sir Eric Matthew Gairy, has already raised the question 
of unidentified flying objects and related phenomena at the 
United Nations during the thirtieth and thirty-first sessions of 
the General Assembly, urged that body to establish an agency 
or a department for research into those matters and requested 
the more widespread release of accumulated data on uniden
tified flying objects; 

Whereas there has been world-wide acclaim for the ini
tiative that Prime Minister Gairy has taken in a matter which 
many nations of the world consider highly sensitive; 

Whereas the Prime Minister, at the First International 
Congress on the Unidentified Flying Object Phenomenon held 

a Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Ses
sion, Plenary Meetings, 2378th meeting. 

b Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Plenary Meetings, 22nd meeting. 
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at Acapulco, Mexico, has declared that it is his irrevocable 
intention relentlessly to pursue this matter and to secure and 
harness the support of all Member Governments of the 
United Nations some of which have already expressed deep 
interest in and support for the initiative already taken; 

Be it resolved that all participants attending the First Inter
national Congress on the Unidentified Flying Object Phe
nomenon at the Convention Centre, Acapulco, Mexico, from 
17 to 24 April 1977, organized by the Centre for Information 
and Investigation of Unidentified Flying Objects and Para
psychological Phenomena, unanimously recognize the initiative 
already taken by the Honourable Prime Minister of Grenada 
on the phenomenon of unidentified flying objects, congratulate 
him for his forthright stand on the matter of research into 
unidentified flying objects, stand behind him in his effort to 
foster United Nations participation in this important matter, 
and urge him to pursue his diplomatic thrust in seeking co
operation from other nations of the world to bring about the 
establishment of a United Nations agency or department for 
research into unidentified flying objects and other related 
phenomena; 

Be it further resolved that this First International Congress 
put on record its acceptance of the Prime Minister's kind 
invitation for the holding of the Second International Con
gress in Grenada before the end of the next two years under 
the sponsorship of the United Nations. 

DOCUMENT A/32!142/ ADD.l 

LETTER DATED 25 AUGUST 1977 FROM THE REPRE
SENTATIVE OF GRENADA TO THE SECRETARY-GEN
ERAL 

[Original: English] 
[31 August 1977] 

Further to my Prime Minister's letter of 14 July 
1977, regarding inclusion of an item in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-second session of the General 
Assembly (A/32/142), I now have the honour to 
forward, in accordance with rule 20 of the rules of 
procedure, for circulation to Member States, a copy 
of an address delivered by the Prime Minister and 
Minister for External Affairs at the First International 
Congress on the Unidentified Flying Object Phenom
enon, held at Acapulco, Mexico, from 17 to 24 April 
1977, which was referred to in paragraph 3 of the 
explanatory memorandum already circulated by the 
Secretariat on 20 July 1977 (A/32/ 142, annex I). 
My Prime Minister regards this address as an important 
supplement to the documents already distributed in 
this connexion. 

(Signed) Franklin 0. DOLLAND 
Permanent Representative of Grenada 

to the United Nations 

ANNEX 

ADDRESS BY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR ERIC MATTHEW 
GAIRY, PRIME MINISTER OF GRENADA, TO THE FIRST IN
TERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON THE UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OB
JECT PHENOMENON, HELD AT ACAPULCO, MEXICO, FROM 
17 TO 24 APRIL 1977 

Mr. Chairman, even at the pain of duplicating myself and 
boring the distinguished gathering at this conference with 
repetitions of what to them might already be abundantly clear, 
I crave your indulgence to restate a position which I made 
forcefully to the thirtieth session of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations on 7 October 1975: 

" ... it is my firm conviction that the whole world and, 
more specifically, the leaders of world affairs, need a greater 

measure of recognition and acceptance of the universality 
of a supreme being-whether known as God, Allah or 
Jehovah, or by any other name. Yes, we need to recognize 
that powe~, that supreme power; we need to accept God 
as the umversal source of all existence the centre of all 
creation. We need to feel and to sens~ God within and 
without, around and above us, in us and all around us 
~ot only for a few hours on the day of worship, but at ali 
tlmes-m every second, every minute, every hour through
out our entire life on this planet earth. We, here, need 
to . se_nse the S~preme Being filling this entire magnificent 
bmldmg, and mdeed all space in the universe with His 
presence. 

"I submit in humility and with respect that it is only 
with this concept, the recognition and acceptance of the 
universal God and the sensing of His presence as the uni
versal power that is eternally holding and binding all things 
together, that a new 'world order' based on peace and love 
can properly be established on a permanent basis; and I 
now engage the hearts and minds of all here to join in 
invoking and beseeching our universal and supreme Master 
to refill us with an abundant measure of His divine, cosmic 
and universal spirit, to revitalize us with His universal 
energy. May our minds be all imbued with that divine and 
cosmic mind; may He quicken our intelligence with His 
cosmic, divine and universal light; and may He inspire 
us with a love that is unselfish, a love that does not seek 
reward, a love that will hold and bind all people of our 
globe together with a new understanding and with lasting 
peace."a 

As a political leader of long standing (some 26 years more 
or less) and with a vast array of experiences in both private 
and public life, I have come to believe deeply and sincerely 
that all men on this earth plane share a common spiritual 
origin with each other and with other men and forms dwelling 
elsewhere within the universe, in extraterrestrial planes, and 
that perhaps without knowing it or being able to explain it, 
we all share a common striving towards a universal intel
ligence. I have come to believe that man is surrounded every
where by superior forces of which he himself forms a part, 
and that by developing and lifting himself to higher dimensions 
he can more easily identify with such forces and be guided 
and controlled by them to such an extent that he becomes an 
integral and dynamic part of that energizing whole. 

In other words, an underlying principle of my life has 
always been that I should continuously strive to understand 
more clearly those forces and intelligences that lie around 
and within me, not only that I might establish a more intimate 
linkage with them, but also that I might apply the resulting 
"knowingness" to the greater glory of my fellow men. It is 
on these premises that I based my appeal to the United Nations 
General Assembly at its thirtieth session on 7 October 1975, 
requesting that world body to establish some department or 
agency to advance the cause of psychic research, as an aid 
to complete self-mastery and world peace. I urged the Gen
eral Assembly as follows: 

" ... there is definitely justification for doing something 
about psychic research, particularly when one reflects on 
the bountiful human talents that go to waste because of 
man's ignorance of certain aspects of his immediate en
virons and, most certainly, of his esoteric or inner self, 
and on the various inexplicable phenomena which con
tinue to baffle even the most advanced branches of science.''a 

At that time I particularly singled out the Bermuda Triangle 
for mention, but when again I raised the matter of psychic 
research and urged the establishment of the United Nations 
department or agency for that purpose, at the thirty-first 
session of the General Assembly, on 7 October 1976,b I raised 
then the question of unidentified flying objects [UFOs]. My 
concern, therefore, had become even deeper when I had come 
to realize that, although much research had been done on 
these extraterrestrial phenomena, a good deal of the informa-

a See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth 
Session, Plenary Meetings, 2378th meeting.. . 

b Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Plenary Meetmgs, 22nd meetmg. 
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tion was being deliberately held back and stifled by certain 
important national agencies in the name of national defence 
and security. The report of the CIA-established Robertson 
Panel in 1953 testifies adequately to that attitude which, not
withstanding the heartening statements for greater international 
collaboration made by President Jimmy Carter, continues to 
this day as a foreboding overhang to official policy throughout 
the world. By 1976, it was my humble belief, based on the 
many writings which came to my attention, that the world 
was ready, willing and ripe enough to accept those extra
terrestrial phenomena (UFOs, etc.) in relation to man and 
his existence on the earth planet and life in outer space. 

World reaction to my second address at the General As
sembly was immediate, abundant, gratifying and symptomatic 
of growing awareness among scientists and other researchers 
of the need for some positive action to be taken by the United 
Nations. Not only was my appeal for a United Nations agency 
for psychic research carried in several UFO magazines as 
well as in other journals and periodicals throughout the world; 
but in addition several personal congratulatory letters and 
telephone calls were received from persons well known in the 
field of UFO research and investigation, many of them locked 
for years in controversy with the United Nations over the 
overhang of secrecy which lay over the entire question of 
UFOs and extraterrestrial interference by what is regarded as 
"alien intelligence". One such letter from the UFO Centre in 
Ontario, Canada, reads in part: 

"As a concerned Canadian may I express my warmest ap
preciation for your interest in such matters." 

Another from the Canadian Academy of Psychotronics, 
Toronto, Canada, a body supported by the Canadian Prime 
Minister reads in part: 

"I was very glad to read the text of your remarks in your 
address to the General Assembly of the United Nations of 
7 October 1975 which called for support by the United 
Nations of psychical research." 

Another from the Peace Through Unity Foundation in 
Sweden reads: 

"Only recently did an abbreviated report come into our 
hands concerning your forthright and inspiring address at 
the thirty-first session of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, and we should be most grateful if you 
would airmail us the full text of your timely and important 
address. While it is to be regretted that so little worthwhile 
publicity was given an address of such outstanding signi
ficance, we may perhaps feel encouraged by the thought 
that the President of the United States has given an under
taking to disclose all information on the subject of UFOs 
which have hitherto been filed as top secret material. We 
therefore have hopes that the subject dealt with in your 
address will be taken up with increasing vigour not only 
by governmental bodies but also by non-governmental move
ments, associations and foundations such as ours, which 
share the deep concern you so rightly expressed and would 
feel equally concerned to see these matters aired and the 
peoples of the world participating to play their part, in 
co-operation with their Governments to see appropriate 
action taken with regard to them." 

Another letter from Major (retired) Colman S. von Ke
viczky, Director of the Inter-Continental UFO Galactic Space
-craft-Research and Analytic Network (ICUFON) says in part: 

"It was the most significant and surprising statement for 
us that your present address to the General Assembly of 
the United Nations as Prime Minister of Grenada was al
ready the second and accentuated warning to the member 
nations to establish within the United Nations an authorized 
department for international survey and research of the 
supernatural phenomena (e.g. Bermuda Triangle, etc.) and 
the activity of UFOs which we identified and verified by 
the space exploring powers as spacecrafts of extraterrestrial 
origin, representing task forces of galactic powers, assigned 
for earthbound operations. May the Almighty God bless 
you and assist yon to be the first nation of the world which 
solved for the benefit and prosperity of all the nations the 

humanity's most burning existential problem in history of 
the twentieth century-the galactic powers earthbound ex
ploration." 
And finally a most interesting letter from Mrs. Righetti 

!rom France bives strong support as follows: 

"I have just read in a French newspaper (Nice-Matin) the 
report of your intervention at the United Nations, and in 
particular your remarks relating to psychic research, flying 
saucers and the Bermuda Triangle-an intervention which 
apparently has astonished many people. Permit me to tell 
you that I find these problems important, and like you, 
I think they deserve priority, so that we can better under
stand our future and our role in this world. Besides, many 
people are showing a keen interest in these spheres, and 
leaders choose to be unaware of it. Allow me also to ex
press my joy on seeing that someone finally had the courage 
to speak about it, defying the mockery of powerful spirits. 
I thank you for it and hope that you have opened a way 
which will not be closed up too soon." 

You will therefore understand my abounding pleasure when 
received the invitation from the Centre for the Informa-

tion and Investigation of UFOs and Parapsychological Phe
nomena to be a guest speaker. I came here in response to 
this invitation not as a research scientist in the generally ac
cepted meaning of the term but rather as one who has always 
taken a deep interest in psychic matters and also as the Prime 
Minister of a small independent country in the West Indies 
who has the foresight to see and understand the tremendous 
good for all the people of the world which could derive from 
a thorough inve;;tigat!On o~ the astonishing extraterrestrial 
phenomena which have been showing themselves to our earth 
planet so vividly since 1947, and as one who during the 
past two years has had the courage to prod the United Nations 
to taking appropriate research and collaborative action for 
the benefit of all mankind. 

Based on the foregoing, and with a deep sense of humility, 
I feel that I can, w1th some justification, speak for the entire 
West Indies when I report on UFO activity in that part of 
the world. In this regard, I wish to refer to a report which 
appeared in The Evening Post in Guyana on 21 July 1965 
describing, with appropriate photographs, the appearance of 
two UFOs to Mr. Walter Cameron at Rose Hill Estate, Ber
bice, Guyana. The newspaper story with photographs of the 
UFOs are available for inspection. Another report by Mrs. Kay 
Howard highlights the appearance of a UFO in Birchgrove, 
St. Andrew's, Grenada. A signed statement by Mrs. Howard 
is available, also, for inspection. 

Other UFO landings in the West Indies are not generally 
known about, but it is clear that there is an awakening interest 
in UFOs in the West Indies as evidenced by a news item 
in The Nation in Barbados, Sunday, 13 February 1977, which 
advertised a four-lecture course in Barbados on the UFO by 
the Vice-President of the Barbados Astronomical Society. The 
course was to include: historical background of the UFO 
phenomena; nature of the UFO data; plausible and unplausible 
interpretations; applying a scientific methodology; methods for 
reporting UFOs; and arguments for and against the extra
terrestrial hypothesis. 

It is clear, therefore, that the West Indies has a deep interest 
in the outcome of these deliberations here in Mexico. 

And now, more specifically, I can speak as the Prime Min
ister of Grenada, a member of the United Nations. In this 
regard, I speak as a world leader with a voice and a concern 
that hopefully might penetrate the four corners of the earth 
and draw the attention of other world leaders to a matter of 
deep and urgent interest to all the peoples of the earth planet. 
It 1s in this role I think I can best serve the interests of this 
conference and it is here that, with your support, I intend 
to make a contribution in the cause of world peace, progress 
and prosperity through an insistence on psychic and related 
UFO research by the United Nations. 

The literature is replete with reports and descriptions of 
UFO activity which came in flaps since 1947. Some 30 years 
ago, Dr. Allen Hynek, a well-known and respected authority 
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on extraterrestrial activity, estimated that at least 15 per cent 
of the reports can be accepted as authentic. This is substantial 
if we appreciate that between 1947 and 1969 more than 
2,500 cases were studied in the United States alone by the 
air force project "Blue Book". There is still much that is 
questioned about UFOs: what they are, where they come 
from, \<!'hat is the purpose of their appearances on the earth 
planet, what contact their inhabitants are trying to make with 
earthlings, what benefits we might derive as a result of direct 
contact and communication with the super-intelligent aliens 
who guide them to our planet. 

It is now fairly well accepted world wide that UFOs are 
space vehicles used by highly-intelligent aliens of extraterres
trial origin who seem to have a definite purpose for these; 
perhaps with hostile intent, although we hope not, or perhaps 
in an effort to share with us the wealth of technological ex
pertise with which they seem endowed, and so avoid our self
destruction; or perhaps to share with us their universal in
telligence and so bring us in closer oneness with the brother
hood of man and the universe of the divine spirit. 

These thoughts are not as far-fetched as they may have 
seemed in 1947, and indeed the literature now seems to 
indicate that man is gradually beginning to recognize the 
tremendous advantages that could accrue to him by learning 
to harmonize with this extraterrestrial intelligence gradually 
invading his consciousness. We are told, for example, that 
scientists are certain that, out of a given number of habitable 
worlds in space, at least half of them will be far ahead of us 
in science and technology. Thus any direct contact with the 
aliens would open a cornucopia of scientific wonders for us 
all. The record of UFO-related healing either through beams 
of light, actual appearance of humanoids or through psychic 
surgery is impressive, and when one reads the story of Uri 
Geller, the psychic from Israel, who claims that UFOs are 
behind his tremendous telepathic powers and that he depends 
on their intelligence for sustenance, one cannot but accept, 
however, grudgingly, the claim that there is tremendous po
tential for man in understanding and establishing a co-operative 
relationship with those forces that lie around us. 

!Fdeed, we are told that the major world Powers are cur
rently locked in a new "space race", not unlike what happened 
in the post-Sputnik era, except that this time the objective 
seems to be to read accurately the signals which are supposed 
to be coming from extraterrestrial alien satellites and to es
tablish direct communication with the aliens themselves. The 
flow of technological information that could conceivably come 
from such contact is enough to sustain a space war for years 
between world Powers that seek dominion over others. We 
are told that, already, limited success has been achieved in 
communicating with spacemen by telepathy, a development 
which opens up an entirely new field that is both exciting and 
foreboding for mankind. 

The role of the United Nations in keeping a watchful eye 
on UFO activity and other psychic phenomena could also be 
regarded as being protective of our planetary resources. It 
is highly significant that UFO activity as recorded bears a 
direct relationship to the location of highly sensitive global 
facilities, activities and resources. It is reported for instance, 
that the southern United States, with its heavy concentration 
of military installations, missile bases and defence industries, 
seems to be a special "hunting ground" for aliens from space 
who are reconnoitering earth from UFOs (Dr. Allen Hynek 
reports that out of a total number of 2,500 sightings in the 
United States studied by the United States Air Force betw.,en 
19.17 and 1969, more than 1.300 were ;n the south alo;..?). Simi
larly in E:1rope aPd the Middle East, during five years of sur
veillance (1970-1975) recorded by ICUFON, it <oppeared that 
the galactic task forces highest control and most accurate sur
veillance weighed heavily upon navigational keypoints, major 
seaport~ a:1d the military hardware delug~ and concentrat:on 
from all over the nations. Obviously. the United Nations ought 
to have a legitimate interest in co·ordinati'lg the analysis of this 
surveillance and in disseminating the information for the 
better guidance of the nations of our planet. But to revert 
to the theme which I struck at the very beginning of this 

paper, I bt'lieve, sincerely and deeply, in the universality of 
God and the brotherhood of man and believe also that man 
has an inherent striving towards establishing a oneness with 
this higher intelligence which Jives around us and which 
communicates in "strange" ways (e.g., by telepathy), I be
lieve, with the foundation for peace through unity, that some
how there is a delicate balance and order established in our 
galaxy and among all galaxies, and that this balance is main
tained and monitored very carefully by highly evolved beings 
from the spiritual realms whose high purpose is to establish 
a universal brotherhood of life, dwelling, throughout the 
universe in peace and the spirit of mutual service and co
operation under the one supreme universal power. Enhance
ment of this high objective should, if anything, constitute the 
higher purpose of the United Nations and it is in this context 
that I strongly and firmly call upon the United Nations to 
take the sort of initiative I have been proposing since October 
1975. 

In the struggle to stimulate a United Nations action, it is 
interesting to note that others mterested in this field have 
been making some worthwhile contribution. I refer parti
cularly to Major (retired) Colman S. von Keviczky of ICUFON 
and the tremendous effort he has put into seeking United 
Nations support from 1966 for research into and control of 
galactic task forces. These efforts were either suppressed or 
rejected and many of the pioneers suffered much humiliation 
and frustration as a result. The United Nations insisted that 
the matter of UFO research was one to be raised by individual 
members of the Organization. 

And this was where Grenada came in in 1975, at the thir
tieth session of the United Nations General Assembly. I raised 
this very important issue at that session. Regrettably, not much 
concrete action by that body has yet flowed from my rec
ommendation, although much support and encouragement for 
it has been expressed by individuals and groups the world 
over. Today, here in Mexico, almost 30 years after the spate 
of UFOs began to appear on this planet, it could not be more 
opportune for me again to call upon the nations of the world 
to lend support to this appeal to the United Nations for the 
establishment of a department or agency for psychic research 
as well as for monitoring the work of the extraterrestrial 
aliens and establishing communication with them. Many bigger 
countries whose support for the United Nations action has 
been sought by ICUFON continuously from 1966 seem to 
have shied away from touching this apparently "hot potato". 
The smalJ size of my country with its relatively limited econ
omy does not prevent me from walking where angels fear to 
tread. Here and now I pledge to this conference that I shall, 
myself, continue to appeal to the nations of the world through 
the United Nations forum, to take the necessary positive ac

tion. It appears that we are beginning to have powerful friends 
in court at the United Nations to help give momentum to our 
presentations, and, today, we call on them publicly to join 
hands with us in this enterprise for world peace and progress 

through psychic and extraterrestrial (UFO) research. 

The recommendations made by Mr. George Kocher of the 
Rand Corporation in Document No. 18154-PR, dated 27 No
vember 1968, as well as the proposals for joint international 
control, supervision and research, advanced to the Secretary
General of the United Nations on 27 November 1973, by 
Major (retired) Colman S. von Kcviczky, could quite easily 
be accommodated within the terms of my proposal for a 
United Nations agency. 

My other recommendation is that those of us attending this 
conf;rence here today should selflessly attempt to identify 
some of the persons (scientists and others) who have made 
significant contributions to developing an awareness of the 
intense activities in the psychic and extraterrestrial world, 
particularly UFOs, and of what these might mean for our 
planetary citizens now and in the future, recognize them for 
their contribution and honour them for their sacrifice in the 
interest of humanity. I have in mind persons like Dr. Allen 
Hynek, outstanding astrophysicist and famous astronomer from 
Northwestern University; Major Colman von Keviczky, Di
rector of ICUFON; the Lorenzens of Aerial Phenomena Re-
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search Organization (APRO); Major Donald Keyhoe of the 
National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena 
(NICAP); Mr. Karl Veit, Executive Director of DUIST; 
Senor Guillermo Bravo, General Manager of the Centre for 
Information and Investigation of UFOs and Parapsychological 
Phenomena (CIIFOP); President Jimmy Carter of the United 
States of America, who has reportedly given promise of a 
new and more open attitude to sharing of the mass of ac
cumulated information available on UFO phenomena. You 
will, obviously, know of others whom I have not mentioned 
here. The whole point is that we should all make a con
centrated effort to treat daring pioneers in a way they so 
richly deserve. I suggest that a special committee of experts 
be set up to look into this matter so that appropriate action 
might be taken before the end of this congress. 

Mr. Chairman, may I suggest that the second international 
congress on UFO phenomena be called within the next two 
years and held under the auspices of the United Nations 
agency, which I have proposed, and here I offer my country, 
Grenada, small but beautiful, as the next venue. I suspect 
that there would be a continuous intensification of psychic 
and extraterrestrial activity as we move on, gathering momen
tum with greater speed than hitherto obtained. 

Mr. Chairman, as one of the world's heads of government, 
and as the one who officially raised the issue of psychic and 
other related phenomena at two successive meetings of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations within the last two 
years, I think it is somewhat incumbent upon me, and I hereby 
crave your kind indulgence, to place on record, on behalf of 
all leaders and peoples of the world who believe and accept 
the existence of UFOs and related phenomena, our most, 
sincere and grateful thanks and appreciation to a young man, 
a modest man, but a great man, Mr. Guillermo Bravo. I also 
wish to place on record, as a non-scientist, our sincere thanks 
and appreciation to ali these great and famous scientists who 
are here with us today from various parts of our globe and 
whose brilliance and scientific luminosity have been motivat-

ing us and have given us the inspiration, the knowledge and 
hope for a fuller, a deeper and a more meaningful life, within 
our own consciousness, within our immediate environs and, 
indeed, have given us a greater interest in matters of an 
extraterrestrial nature. May I, also, place on record our 
grateful thanks and appreciation to the illustrious President of 
Mexio:> and his dynamic Government and to the very charm
ing and lovely people of Mexico for the help and co-operation 
given to make this conference the success it promises to be. 
I bring from my Government and people warm and sincere 
greetings and felicitations to the Government and people of 
Mexico. Grenada looks forward with eager anticipation to 
some type of positive action to strengthen the relationship 
already established between our two countries, and in this 
context we are patricularly looking forward to greater co
operation with the Mexican Government in the field of UFO 
investigation. 

Mr. Chairman, finally, and I do not consider this out of 
context, I wish to crave the indulgence of all who are present 
here to join hearts and minds together in recognizing the 
presence of the divine and universal spirit of God within this 
magnificent building and certainly, within and without, around 
and above us all, and to pray in full consciousness that He 
may imbue us with His divine health, strength and intelligence 
so that our deliberations during the entire conference may bear 
fruits, and that He may enlighten us with His cosmic and 
divine light so that this conference may not only end here as 
a successful conference, but also, and more importantly, that 
an appropriate plan of action would be reached among all 
concerned so that our ideas an~ ideals, our aims and objectives, 
may be better understood, appreciated and accepted by the 
leaders and nations of the world, and that this conference may 
go down in the annals of our planet as the nucleus and as 
the motivating force that will have brought us into closer 
contact and dialogue with, and in better knowledge and under
standing of, extraterrestrial crafts and beings for the benefit 
and advantage of humanity, and to the greater satisfaction 
and glory of God, the supreme and universal being. 

DOCUMENT A/32/430 

Report of the Special Political Cotnmittee 

1. In a letter dated 14 July 1977 (A/32/142), 
the Prime Minister of Grenada requested the inclusion 
in the agenda of the thirty-second session of an item 
entitled "Establishment of an agency or a department 
of the United Nations for undertaking, co-ordinating 
and disseminating the results of research into uniden
tified flying objects and related phenomena". 

2. With his letter the Prime Minister of Grenada 
transmitted an explanatory memorandum (annex I), 
a draft resolution (annex II) and an appendix to an
nex II containing a resolution adopted by the First 
International Congress on the Unidentified Flying Ob
ject Phenomenon. The draft resolution read as follows: 

[Same text as the resolution contained in document 
A/32/142, annex ll, appendix, above.] 

3. By a letter dated 25 August 1977 (A/32/142/ 
Add.l), the representative of Grenada transmitted the 
text of an address delivered by the Prime Minister of 
Grenada at the First International Congress on the 
Unidentified Flying Object Phenomenon. 

4. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the 

[Original: English] 
[9 December 1977] 

item in its agenda and to allocate it to the Special 
Political Committee. 

5. The Special Political Committee considered the 
item at its 35th, 37th and 40th meetings, on 28 and 
30 November and 6 December. 

6. At the 35th meeting, the Special Political Com
mittee heard an introductory statement by Sir Eric 
M. Gairy, Prime Minister and Minister for External 
Affairs of Grenada. 

7. At the 37th meeting, the representative of 
Grenada introduced a draft resolution on the subject 
(A/SPC/32/L.20) and announced that the previous 
draft resolution (A/32/142, annex II), had been with
drawn. The draft resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Having considered the item entitled 'Establish
ment of an agency or department of the United 
Nations for undertaking, co-ordinating and dissemi
nating the results of research into unidentified flying 
objects and related phenomena', 

"Desiring to foster greater international co-opera
tion in the co-ordination, evaluation and dissemina-
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tion of data on all aspects of the unidentified flying 
object phenomenon for the benefit of all mankind, 

"Noting that the unidentified flying object phe
nomenon is not related just to one country or one 
part of the earth, but is a world-wide phenomenon 
with significant interest for all mankind, 

"Mindful that there is a growing awareness of 
the unidentified flying object phenomenon by peo
ples throughout the world, 

"Recognizing that individual countries are under
taking on their own or are taking individual interest 
in research into this phenomenon and its implica
tions for mankind, 

"Conscious that the efforts to investigate and 
understand this phenomenon could have a profound 
effect on man, 

"Taking note of the statement on this item made 
by the representative of Grenada on 28 November 
1977, at the 35th meeting of the Special Political 
Committee during the thirty-second session of the 
General Assembly (A/SPC/32/SR.35, paras. 2-20), 

"1. Requests the Secretary-General to consider 
the scope and various aspects of this item and to 
undertake, for consideration by the General As
sembly at its thirty-third session, a survey of the 
unidentified flying object phenomenon which should 
include: 

"(a) The recent history and current status of 
the phenomenon; 

" (b) The results of studies and such documen
tation and other data pertinent to this item as may 
be provided from records of Member States, the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul
tural Organization, the World Health Organization, 
the International Atomic Energy Agency, the United 
Nations Environment Programme, the Committee 
on Science and Technology for Development and 
other intergovernmental bodies; 

" (c) Past and current activities of the United 
Nations, the specialized agencies and other inter
governmental bodies with regard to this item, and 
existing international agreements concerning pos
sible contact and communication with extraterres
trial beings; 

"(d) An account of the scientific, technological, 
economic, legal, political and other aspects of this 
item; 

" (e) An analysis of the benefits, problems and 
dangers which might be faced by mankind should 
contact in any form be made with extraterrestrial 
life; 

"(f) An indication regarding practical means 
of promoting international co-operation in the fur
therance of research into unidentified flying objects 

and possible contact with alien intelligent life as 
contemplated in the title of the item; 

"2. Further requests the Secretary-General to 
transmit the text of the present resolution to the 
Governments of all Member States; 

"3. Decides to include in the agenda of the 
thirty-third session of the General Assembly the 
item entitled 'Report of the Secretary-General on 
the current status of research into unidentified flying 
objects and related phenomena'." 
8 At the 40th meeting, the Chairman announced 

that, as a result of consultations with representatives 
of the various regional groups, it appeared that agree
ment might be reached on the terms of the draft rec
ommendation to the General Assembly, which had 
been circulated to the members of the Committee in 
the form of a working paper. He stated that, with the 
concurrence of the Committee, he would consider the 
draft recommendation contained in the working paper 
as adopted by consensus. 

9. The draft recommendation was then adopted by 
consensus (see para. 11 below) . 

10. At the same meeting, the representative of 
Grenada made a statement and indicated that draft 
resolution A/SPC/32/L.20 would not be pressed to 
the vote. 

Recommendation of the Special 
Political Committee 

11. The Special Political Committee recommends 
to the General Assembly adoption of the following 
draft consensus: 

1. The General Assembly has taken note of the 
statements made in the Special Political Committee 
by the Prime Minister of Grenada on 28 Novem
ber 1977 (A/SPC/32/PV.35), and by the Min
ister of Education of Grenada on 28 and 30 No
vember and 6 December 1977 (A/SPC/32/SR.35, 
paras. 2-20; A/SPC/32/SR.37, paras. 44 and 45; 
A/SPC/32/SR.40, paras. 3-8). 

2. The General Assembly has also studied the 
text of the draft resolution submitted by Grenada 
(A/SPC/32/L.20). 

3. The General Assembly requests the Secre
tary-General to transmit the text of the draft resolu
tion, together with the above-mentioned statements, 
to Member States and to interested specialized 
agencies, so that they may communicate their views 
to the Secretary-General. 

4. The General Assembly also requests the Sec
cretary-General to bring their replies to the attention 
of all Member States and interested specialized 
agencies. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 101st plenary meetings, on 13 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft consensus submitted by the Special Politic~~ Committee in 
its report (A/32/ 430, para. 11). For the final text, see dectston 32/424.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/143-'it 

Australia, Egypt, Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, Netherlands and Sri Lanka: request for the 
inclusion of an item in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second session 

LETTER DATED 19 JULY 1977 FROM THE REPRESENTA
TIVES OF AUSTRALIA, EGYPT, INDONESIA, KENYA, 
MEXICO, THE NETHERLANDS AND SRI LANKA TO THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL 

We have the honour to request, under rule 13 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the 
inclusion in the agenda of the thirty-second session 
of an item entitled "Review of the multilateral treaty
making process". 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, 
an explanatory memorandum is attached. 

(Signed) R. L. HARRY 
Permanent Representative of Australia 

to the United Nations 

(Signed) Abdel Halim BADAWI 
Charge d'affaires 

Deputy Permanent Representative 
of the Arab Republic of Egypt 

to the United Nations 

(Signed) Ch. ANWAR SANI 
Permanent Representative of Indonesia 

to the United Nations 

(Signed) Francis M. KASINA 
Charge d'affaires 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Kenya 
to the United Nations 

* lncorporlliting document A/32/143/Corr.1, of 2 August 
1977. 

1 

[Original: English] 
[19 July 1977] 

(Signed) Roberto de ROSENZWEIG DfAZ 
Permanent Representative of Mexico 

to the United Nations 

(Signed) Baron J. K. P. SPEYART van WoERDEN 
Acting Permanent Representative 

of the Kingdom of the Nether lands 
to the United Nations 

(Signed) H. Shirley AMERASINGHE 
Permanent Representative 

of the Republic of Sri Lanka 
to the United Nations 

ANNEX 

Explanatory memorandum 

1. The Foreign Minister of Australia, in his speech to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-first session, referred to the 
suggestion which had been made by Australia in the Sixth 
Committee in 1975a that the time was ripe for the United 
Nations to review the process by which the international com
munity makes multilateral treaties. He said: 

"The ways in which we approach multilateral treaty-making 
are varied, chancy, frequently experimental and often in
efficient. They place great burdens upon the Governments 
of Member States, especially upon the developing countries, 
and it is open to question whether the community could not 
find more economical and efficient methods of drafting 
conventions."b 

A. Purpose of the initiative 
2. The purpose of the present initiative is to occasion 

examination of the methods of multilateral treaty-making 

a Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session, 
Sixth Committee, 1541st meeting, para. 16. 

b Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Plenary Meetings, 9th meeting, 
para. 191. 
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employed in the United Nations and under its auspices. This 
consideration should be directed towards an assessment of 
whether the methods employed are as efficient and economical 
as the needs of the community require or circumstances permit. 
If the assessment indicates-as seems likely-that there is 
room for improvement in the methods employed, then the 
General Assembly should consider the steps which may be 
taken to achieve this. 

3. It must be emphasized that the proposal relates exclu
sively to the methods by which the texts of multilateral treaties 
are prepared within the United Nations. The initiative looks 
forward, not backward. Though it must necessarily start from 
the procedures which have been followed in the past, its 
intention is to secure an improvement in the techniques which 
will be used in the future. The initiative is in no way con
cerned with the substantive content of treaties, except to the 
extent that the subject-matter of a treaty may be relevant to 
the identification of the best procedure to follow in preparing 
it. Nor is it intended that the present initiative should extend 
beyond the process of multilateral treaty preparation. The 
dimensions of the exercise are sufficiently great, and the effort 
in itself sufficiently worth while, to justify emphasis at the 
present time on its limitation to the treaty-making process 
alone. 

B. Extent of United Nations treaty-making activity 

4. The United Nations seeks to fulfil the purposes stated in 
Article 1 of its Charter by both proposing courses of political 
conduct and preparing for international acceptance a wide 
variety of multilateral conventions. The agenda of every ses
sion of the General Assembly contains a significant number 
of items which relate to various stages in the United Nations 
treaty-making process. Of the 124 items on the agenda of the 
thirty-first session of the General Assembly, no less than 17 
involved multilateral treaties under preparation or review 
covering a wide range of subjects.c 

5. During the 32 years of the existence of the United 
Nations, some 80 substantive conventions have been concluded 
under its aegis, not to mention half as many again in the 
form of protocols amending or extending earlier instruments. 
These are listed in the Secretariat's publication entitled Multi
lateral Treaties in Respect of which the Secretary-General 
Performs Depositary Functions. In addition, there are those 
'treaties which, though originating in United Nations organs, 
are not deposited with the Secretary-General. Thus treaty
making activity within the United Nations can be seen to be 
striking in its extent-as to numbers of treaties concluded and 
especially as to range and complexity of subjects covered. 

6. As a glance at the calendar of United Nations confer
ences will show, the pace of international legislative activity 
is intense. In the course of any single year, Members of the 
United Nations will be expected to participate in the prepara
tion of one stage or another of at least a score of treaties. 
In addition to involvement in the meetings at which the texts 
are discussed, Members are obliged to consider in their capitals 
the policies to be adopted towards drafts, as well as the 
ratification and often the legislative implementation of texts 
which have been completed and are found to be acceptable. 
The burden which these processes place upon the administrative 
machinery of all States, and especially upon new or small 
States, requires no elaboration. 

c The topics included: the principles governing the use by 
States of artificial earth sate!Htes for direct television broad
casting; incendvary and other specific conventional weapons 
which may be the subject of prohibitions or restrictions of 
use for humanitarian reasons; a comprehensive ban on nuclear 
and thermonuclear tests; the prohibit.jon of military or any 
other hostile use of environmentJal modification techniques; 
prohibition of the development and manufacture of new types 
of weapons of mass destruction •and new systems of such 
weapons; human rights and scientific and technological develop
ments; torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treat
ment or pulllishment; elimination of all forms of religious 
intoler·ance; adoption law; succession of States in respect of 
treaties; the non-use of force; hostages; the norms and 
principles of international economic development law; and 
the law of the sea. 

7. The extent of multilateral treaty-making cannot be 
measured exclusively in terms of the United Nations as such. 
States also have a heavy commitment to treaty-making in the 
specialized agencies of the United Nations system, in the 
regional organizations outside the United Nations system and 
in independent conferences, such as that on humanitarian law. 
While it is not suggested that the present initiative should be 
directly focused upon multilateral treaty-making practices in 
these other bodies, it is evident that they cannot be ignored 
when identifying the extent to which activity in the United 
Nations poses a problem for Members. 

C. Variety of methods used 

8. The methods used for the initial preparation and sub
sequent development of draft conventions in the United Nations 
vary widely according to the organ within which the subject
matter is being handled-and sometimes even within the same 
organ. The technique used in one organ is not necessarily 
influenced by the experience of other organs or even by its 
own past practice. Moreover, there is no manual of treaty-'" 
making techniques which records the methods used and which 
can serve as a guide to the best methods to be employed in 
the future. 

9. As the list of treaties under consideration at the thirty
first session of the General Assembly shows, at any given 
moment treaty-making activity tends to be concentrated in 
certain fields. There is nothing fixed about this distribution, 
which is bound to alter as times and political conditions 
change. But for the moment it is evident that the most active 
areas are: nuclear testing and weapons limitations; conu·ols 
in the use of other weapons; outer space; human rights; the 
law of the sea; and international legal matters generally. 

10. The process of producing a treaty differs in each of 
these fields. Treaties of a technical legal character are initially 
prepared mainly by the International Law Commission. The 
carefully ordered work of this organ provides a helpful 
standard of comparison and may therefore be referred to 
more fully. The main elements in the International Law Com
mission process (though the pattern is not a rigid one) are: 
appointment of a special rapporteur; the preparation of a 
special report or series of reports containing analyses, draft 
articles and commentary; consideration by the Commission at 
several readings; opportunities for governmental comment on 
the emerging texts through observations addressed to the Com
mission or through debate in the Sixth Committee on the 
annual reports of the Commission; eventually the adoption by 
the Commission of final draft articles with commentary; con
sideration in the Sixth Committee of the General Assembly; 
and, lastly, a diplomatic conference using the final draft 
articles as a basis of discussion. Thus, we have here a process 
marked by the initial application of one expert mind to the 
basic preparatory work, followed by subsequent detailed 
scrutiny by a relatively small group of additional experts, 
gradual elaboration of texts bearing in mind governmental 
reactions and, only when the subject has been thoroughly 
prepared, the holding of a diplomatic conference. At all stages, 
the preparatory work is adequately, if not fully, recorded. The 
method, though open to some improvement, has had a no
table measure of success in producing some widely accepted 
conventions. 

11. By contrast with this highly ordered method, one may 
refer to the experimental and not always satisfactory way in 
which the treatment of the law of the sea has developed over 
the last decade. From the decision in 1967 to consider the 
utilization of the resources of the sea-bed beyond the limits 
of national jurisdiction, the United Nations has moved on to 
an expanded agenda covering the whole of the law of the sea; 
and this has been examined first in an ad hoc committee, then 
in a special committee and now in no less than six main 
sessions of a diplomatic conference, supplemented by numerous 
intersessional meetings. The process of negotiation has been 
far from simple and has been marked by a degree of im
provisation (some of it imaginative and possibly of long-term 
value, but some of it not), which has been time-consuming 
and has led only slowly to results which are as yet incomplete. 
And much of what has gone on has taken place in work-
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ing groups and sub-committees whose deliberations are not 
recorded. The result is a striking absence of records in an 
area of debate where records would normally be of major 
importance as an aid to interpretation. 

12. It is, of course, possible to suggest a number of ex
planations of the differences in method between the law of 
the sea negotiations, which concluded in 1958, and those now 
in progress: the present exercise is more "political" than the 
one which concluded in 1958; it is more creative of new law 
and less a restatement of existing law; it covers a wider num
ber and range of topics; the international community has 
grown considerably in size in the intervening period and the 
process of achieving consensus has become correspondingly 
more difficult. But, while all these "explanations" are true as 
statements of fact, they do not, either individually or col
lectively, explain in functional terms why the Members of 
the United Nations chose, or acquiesced in, this particular 
legislative technique for pursuing its objectives from 1967 
onwards; and, having regard to the pace at which the con
ference has moved and the difficulties which it has experienced, 
there is certainly room for consideration of whether the adop
tion of different methods might have led to better results. 

D. Inquiry not to extend to the work of specialized agencies 

13. The two examples just cited serve to illustrate the 
variety and limitations of treaty-making methods at present 
employed in the United Nations. This is not the place to 
multiply them. By contrast, the practice of some specialized 
agencies is more settled. In the International Labour Or
ganisation, the procedure for the drafting and consideration 
of a convention is contained in section E of the Standing 
Orders of the Conference. It is clear and precise in its indica
tion of the steps to be followed, as well as of the respective 
roles of the Conference, of members and of the International 
Labour Office, and it gives ample time and opportunity for 
extensive but orderly consideration by, and consultation of, 
all the interests concerned. To some extent the same is true in 
the International Civil Aviation Organization, which performs 
a comparably specialized task in the preparation of inter
national standards and recommended practices applicable to 
its field of activity. However, because the conditions prevailing 
in the specialized agencies are so markedly different from 
those in the United Nations, it is contemplated that the treaty
making activities of the specialized agencies should be the 
subject of consideration only in so far as their practices can 
provide useful indications of possible improvements in United 
Nations techniques. 

E. Nature of the inquiry 

14. Into what kind of matters might the proposed inquiry 
enter? It is necessary to probe closely questions which do not 
appear previously to have been examined in any detail. For 
example, what is the best first approach to a new topic for 
treaty-making-an inquiry by a single expert, by the Secre
tariat or by a committee? If by a committee, then should it be 
a committee comprising all Members or only some? Should it 
consist of government representatives or of experts? Is it right 
to assume that these are the only alternatives? Should there 
perhaps be supplementary machinery whose responsibility it 
would be to co-ordinate the activities of all elements interested 
in a particular subject and ensure that an appropriate report 
is prepared which seeks to reflect all points of view? What 
should be the form of reports-whether of such a body or of 
any other person or entity? Should they be standardized? How 
should they present the relevant facts, the legal considerations, 
the proposals and the comments? Should there be a require
ment that an attempt be made to assess the extent and nature 
of the impact of proposals upon the domestic law of the 
Member States? Is there a need or scope for an indication of 
uniform methods of State implementation of treaty commit
ments? What is the best stage at which to inject the views of 
States into the treaty-making process? How may such views 
best the conveyed-by answers to questionnaires, by comments 
on drafts or by discussion in committees? And when should a 
proposal be deemed ripe for consideration by a diplomatic 
conference? Is the present general practice of diplomatic con
ferences satisfactory? Ought there to be some method of iden-

tifying and representing the various groups of interested States 
so as to reduce the scale of participation in debate? Is the 
search for consensus, and the width of expression of views 
which that necessitates, a more efficient method of reaching 
a collective conclusion than a vote taken after the expression 
of fewer views? Is it sufficient that when the conference con
cludes its work it should do so only with a convention? Or 
should the conference prepare a report containing an ex
planation or a commentary upon the convention-in a manner 
comparable to the explanatory memoranda which in some 
States accompany legislation? 

15. The above-mentioned questions are given only as exam
ples of the many that can be posed in this connexion. But they 
should not be taken as implying that the sponsoring States 
have a particular view of the answers which should be given 
or that they consider that these questions are necessarily the 
most important. The questions are intended only to indicate 
the kind of detail into which it is desirable now to enter in 
order that the United Nations may be satisfied that it has at 
least performed its duty of self-examination in this respect. 
Moreover, it should be borne in mind that the inquiry could 
well conclude that, although there is scope for a uniform 
approach to certain classes of subject, the approach cannot be 
the same for all classes. 

F. Possible course of the initiative 

16. As to the question of how to proceed in the proposed 
exercise, it is suggested that the item should be referred to the 
Sixth Committee for debate, with a view, in the first place, to 
the adoption of a resolution seeking a detailed study of the 
subject. This report, which would need to take into account 
the views expressed and suggestions made in the Sixth Com
mittee debate, should examine in deep detail the treaty-making 
methods which have actually been used in the United Nations 
since its inception. It would need to look also at comparable 
techniques used in specialized agencies and the methods of 
legislation employed in States. It is to be hoped that this 
study, which could be sought from the Secretariat, possibly in 
co-operation with the United Nations Institute for Training 
and Research, would be available in time for circulation by 
early 1979. In addition, Governments, specialized agencies, the 
International Law Commission and other interested intergov
ernmental organizations experienced in the preparation of multi
lateral treaties might be invited to submit by 31 July 1979 their 
observations on the question. These could also be circulated. 
The matter could then be further discussed at the thirty-fourth 
session of the General Assembly in 1979. 

17. It would be premature now to suggest with any exact
ness what steps might then follow. But, if there were suf
ficient agreement amongst Members, it might then be ap
propriate to refer the question to a small ad hoc committee 
to consider the matter and perhaps to draft a manual of 
recommended practices to aid the organs of the United Nations 
in the selection of the most suitable techniques of treaty
making for use in the prevailing circumstances. The contents 
of this manual would serve as guidelines. They would not in 
any way be mandatory; and they would be bound to recognize 
that no single procedural pattern could be applied to every 
kind of treaty-making effort. An importont objective in this 
examination would be concern to simplify for States their 
participation in the treaty-making process and thereby to 
facilitate so far as possible the ratification by States of con
cluded treaties and the domestic implementation of the obliga
tions assumed under such treaties. After the conclusion of the 
work of the ad hoc committee, the matter could once again 
be considered in the Sixth Committee so that the appropriate 
conclusions might be drawn. 

18. The United Nations is the world's principal instrument 
of international co-operation. On any view of the matter, it 
seems inconsistent with the standard of efficient operation 
which the international community is bound to set itself that, 
after virtually a third of a century of intense treaty-making 
activity, it should not have begun to assess the adequacy of 
its treaty-making methods; and it is time that it should start 
now. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/363 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

1. By a letter dated 19 July 1977, the representa
tives of Australia, Egypt, Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, 
the Netherlands and Sri Lanka requested the inclusion 
in the provisional agenda of the thirty-second session 
of the General Assembly of an item entitled "Review 
of the multilateral treaty-making process" (A/32/143 
and Corr.1 ). 

2. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in its agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 
46th to 50th meetings, between 15 and 18 November 
1977. The summary records of those meetings contain 
the views of representatives who spoke during the con
sideration of the item. 

4. At the 46th meeting, the representative of Aus
tralia introduced a draft resolution (A/C.6/32/L.9) 
on behalf of Australia, Belgium, Canada, Costa Rica, 
Denmark, Egypt, Fiji, Finland, France, Ghana, Hon
duras, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Jordan, Kenya, Ma
laysia, Mexico, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Panama, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Thailand and 
Turkey, later joined by Algeria, Burundi, Colombia, 
Ethiopia, the Federal Republic of Germany, Guinea, 
Italy, Lesotho, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagas
car, Paraguay and the Sudan (for the text see para. 6 
below). 

5. At its 50th meeting, the Sixth Committee 
adopted the draft resolution by consensus. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

6. The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

REVIEW OF THE MULTILATERAL TREATY-MAKING 
PROCESS 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its duty under Article 13, paragraph 1 (a), 

of the Charter of the United Nations to initiate studies 
and to make recommendations for the purpose, inter 
alia, of encouraging the progressive development of 
international law and its codification, 

Observing that, in the period since the inception of 
the United Nations, many important multilateral 

[Original: English] 
[28 November 1977] 

treaties have been prepared by a number of different 
United Nations organs, 

Bearing in mind also the important contribution of 
the International Law Commission to the preparation 
of multilateral treaties during the past twenty-nine 
years, 

Aware of the heavy burdens which active involve
ment in the process of multilateral treaty-making places 
upon Governments, 

Conscious of the desirability of assessing the ef
ficiency and adequacy of the procedures followed by 
the United Nations in the formulation of the texts 
of multilateral treaties with a view to the improvement 
of such procedures, 

Bearing in mind the need for the United Nations to 
exercise economy in the use of its resources, 

Taking into account that in certain important and 
specialized areas the interested parties have developed 
methods of negotiation of proved and continuing value, 

Recalling the publication by the United Nations 
Institute for Training and Research of a study on the 
wider acceptance of multilateral treaties, 1 

Recalling those resolutions of the General Assembly 
urging the greater participation of States in multilateral 
conventions concluded under the auspices of the 
United Nations, 

Observing that the United Nations has not hitherto 
given comprehensive consideration to the techniques 
and procedures used in the preparation of multilateral 
treaties, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a 
report on the techniques and procedures used in the 
elaboration of multilateral treaties, taking also into 
consideration the debates in the General Assembly 
at the current session and the observations referred to 
in paragraph 2 below, with a view to its submission to 
the Assembly at its thirty-fourth session; 

2. Invites Governments and the International Law 
Commission to submit by 31 July 1979, for inclusion 
in the report referred to above, their observations on 
this subject; 

3. Requests those specialized agencies and other 
interested organizations which are active in the prepa
ration and study of multilateral treaties, and the United 
Nations Institute for Training and Research, upon re
quest, to lend any necessary assistance; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-fourth session the item entitled "Review of 
the multilateral treaty-making process". 

1 UNIT AR/ST 12. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Printed in U.S.A. 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 8 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report 
(A/32/363, para. 6). For the final text, see resolution 32/48.2 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

36582-July 1978-2,100 
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DOCUMENT A/32/191 

Swaziland: request f~r the inclusion of a supplementary item 
in the agenda of the thirty-second session 

Letter dated 16 August 1977 from the representative 
of Swaziland to the Secretary-General 

On behalf of the group of African States and in 
compliance with resolution CM/Res.497 (XXVII) and 
CM/Res.555 (XXIX) adopted at the thirteenth and 
fourteenth ordinary sessions of the Assembly of Heads 
of State and Government of the Organization of Afri
can Unity, I have the honour to request, in conform
ity with rule 14 of the rules of procedure, the in
clusion in the agenda of the thirty-second session of 
the General Assembly of a supplementary item entitled 
"Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte". 

In compliance with rule 20 of the rules of pro
cedure, I am enclosing an explanatory memorandum 
on the question. 

(Signed) Philemon B. DLAMINI 
Charge d'affaires a.i. 

Chairman of the African group 
for the month of August 

I 

[Original: English] 
[17 August 1977] 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

1. During its fourteenth ordinary session, held in 
Libreville, Gabon, from 2 to 5 July 1977, the As
sembly of Heads of State and Government of the 
Organization of African Unity considered the report 
submitted by the Secretary-General on the implementa
tion of its resolution CM/Res.497 (XXVII) relating 
to the question of the Comorian island of Mayotte. 

2. The Heads of State and Government of the OAU 
noted with regret that after one year there was no 
positive development and that the French Government 
was continuing its illegal occupation of the Comorian 
island of Mayotte, which was an aggression against 
the unity, territorial integrity and sovereignty of the 
independent Republic of the Comoros. 

3. The Heads of State and Government therefore 
decided that this matter be brought to the attention 
of the international community and put on all agendas 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations until 
a satisfactory solution to the problem is found. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/L.I2• AND ADD. I,,.. AND 2•H 

Algeria, Angola, Bahrain, Benin, Bolivia, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Dem
oeratic Yemen, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaiea, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, ~auritania, Man· 
ritius, Moroeco, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Rwanda, Sao 
Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic 
of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zaire and Zambia: 
draft resolution 

QUESTION OF THE COMORJAN ISLAND OF MAYOTTE 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decem
ber 1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 
and its resolution 2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970, 
containing the programme of action for the full im
plementation of the Declaration, 

Recalling resolution 3161 (XXVII) of 14 Decem
ber 1973, in which the General Assembly affirmed the 
unity and territorial integrity of the Comoros and 
through which the representative of France affirmed 
the intention of the Government of France to respond 
faithfully to the aspirations of the Comorian people, 

Recalling that those aspirations were clearly ex
pressed by the overwhelming vote of 22 December 
1974 in favour of independence in political unity and 
territorial integrity in accordance with the provisions 
of General Assembly resolution 3291 (XXIX) of 
13 December 1974, 

Considering that in its communication of 17 Oc
tober 1975 1 the Security Council recommended the 
admission of the Comoros to membership in the United 
Nations and that on that occasion France raised no 
objection, 

Recalling that by General resolution 3385 (XXX) 
of 12 November 1975 the Comoros was admitted to 

* Incorporating document A/32/L.12/Corr.l, dated 1 No
vember 1977. 

"*Document A/32/L.I2/Add.1 of 31 October 1977 was 
issued to add Bahrain, Bolivia, Democratic Yemen, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Indonesia. Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Oman, Philippines, Qatar, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi 
Arabia, Swaziland, Togo, United Arab Emirates, Viet Nam 
and Yemen to the list of sponsors of the draft resolution. 

'''**Document A/32/L.12/ Add.2 of 1 November 1977 was 
issued to add Guyana, Jamaica. Malaysia, Maldives. Pakistan, 
Syrian Arab Republic and Trinidad and Tobago to the list of 
spon~01, of the draft resolution. 

I See Officwl Records of the General Assembly. Tilirtieth 
Session, Annexes, agenda item 22, document A/ 10302. 

[Original: English/ French] 
[28 October 1977] 

membership in the United Nations as an entity com
posed of the islands of Anjouan, Grande-Comore, 
Mayotte and Moheli, as emphasized in resolution 3291 
(XXIX) and other resolutions, 

Recalling the provisions of resolution 31/4 of 
21 October 1976, mainly its paragraph 6, in which 
the General Assembly called upon the Government of 
France to enter into negotiations with the Govern
ment of the Comoros, 

Bearing in mind the efforts of the Organization of 
African Unity, especially those of its Committee of 
Seven on the Comorian Island of Mayotte, which met 
at Moroni on 5 and 6 September 1977 and recom
mended that individual and collective efforts should be 
exerted in order to bring about a just and urgent 
solution by the Government of France to this problem 
which preoccupies the whole of Africa (see A/32/305, 
annex II), 

1. Calls upon the Government of the Comoros 
and the Government of France to work out a just and 
equitable settlement for the problem of the Comorian 
island of Mayotte which respects the political unity 
and territorial integrity of the Comoros, in accordance 
with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly 
on this issue; 

2. Mandates the Secretary-General to take, in close 
consultation with the Government of the Comoros 
and the Government of France, any initiative in favour 
of negotiations between the two Governments; 

3. Further requests the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations to contact the Administrative Secre
tary-General of the Organization of African Unity with 
a view to obtaining any assistance which may help him 
to discharge his mission; 

4. Decides to keep the item entitled "Question of 
the Comorian island of Mayotte" on its agenda and 
requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its thirty-third session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 55th plenary meeting, on 1 November 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted, by 121 votes to none, with 17 abstentions, draft resolution A/32/L.l2 
and Add.l and 2. For the final text, see resolution 32/7.2 

2 Ibid., Thirty-second Sesswn, Supplement No. 45. 
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Printed in U.S.A. 
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Letter dated 25 October 1977 from the representative of Tunisia to Mimeographed 
the Secretary-General, transmitting two resolutions adopted by the 
Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity at its 
twenty-seventh session and the Programme of Action recommended 
by the Committee of Seven of that Organization 
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DOCUMENT A/32/241 

Egypt: request for the inclusion of an additional item in the agenda of the thirty-second session 

LETTER DATED 25 AUGUST 1977 FROM THE REPRE
SENTATIVE OF EGYPT TO THE SECRETARY-GEN
ERAL 

I have the honour to request, in accordance with 
rule 15 of the rules of procedure of the General As
sembly, the inclusion in the agenda of the thirty-second 
session of the Assembly of an additional item entitled 
"Recent illegal Israeli measures in the occupied Arab 
territories designed to change the legal status, geo
graphical nature and demographic composition of 
those territories in contravention of the principles 
of the Charter of the United Nations, of Israel's inter
national obligations under the fourth Geneva Con
vention of 1949 and of United Nations resolutions, 
and obstruction of efforts aimed at achieving a just 
and lasting peace in the Middle East". 

The Egyptian Government, in asking to inscribe 
this additional item on account of its important and 
urgent nature, requests that the General Assembly 
consider it as an important and urgent matter in 
plenary meetings. 

(Signed) Ismail FAHMY 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 

of Egypt 

l 

[Original: Arabic I English] 
[25 August 1977] 

Explanatory memorandum 

The Israeli Government has recently begun to es
calate its policy of changing the geographical nature, 
demographic composition and legal status of the Arab 
territories occupied since 5 June 1967. One manifesta
tion of such escalation has been the announcement 
by the Israeli authorities of their approval of the 
creation of additional settlements in the West Bank of 
Jordan. namely Hal Odmim near Jericho, Ofra near 
Ramallah and Elon Souria on the road to Nablus; 
another is their authorization of the establishment of 
more settlements in the Arab territories under Israeli 
occupation and their decision to extend the application 
of Israeli laws and regulations to Arab areas in the 
occupied territories. 

In the view of the Egyptian Government, these 
measures constitute a dangerous escalation of Israel's 
violation of its international obligations, an aggression 
against the rights of the Palestinian people and an 
insistence on placing further obstacles on the road to 
peace, while undermining the international efforts now 
under way to reach a peaceful and just solution. Con
sequently these measures represent a flagrant defiance 
of the will of the international community and a serious 
violation of the laws, regulations and principles gen
erally accepted by that community. 

Annexes (32) 126 
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Israeli measures such as those referred to above 
also constitute a serious contravention of those prin
ciples of the United Nations Charter that protect the 
sovereign rights and territorial integrity of all States, 
establish the non-admissibility of the acquisition of 
territories by force and provide for the right to self
determination and freedom for all peoples. 

These measures also represent a direct violation of 
the provisions of the fourth Geneva Convention rela
tive to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War, all of which affirm-in letter and spirit-that 
occupation is a situation of a temporary character 
which prohibits the occupying Power from effecting 
any radical changes in prevailing conditions and which 
in no way permits the alienation of any occupied lands. 
Furthermore, such actions are in complete contraven
tion of United Nations resolutions, whether adopted 
by the Security Council, the General Assembly or other 
bodies, affirming the applicability of the fourth Gen
eva Convention to the Arab territories occupied since 
June 1967 and considering all Israeli actions and prac
tices in these territories as void, illegal and constituting 
an obstacle to the achievement of a just and lasting 
peace in the Middle East. 

Israel has rejected all those resolutions and refused 
to respect the provisions or even the very applicability 
of the fourth Geneva Convention, despite its accession 
to that Convention and regardless of the resolutions 
of the international community unanimously confirm
ing its applicability and the need to respect it. As a 
result, the situation has become so dangerous as to 
have direct repercussions on the international scene, 
especially on the situation in the Middle East. 

Undoubtedly, the members of the General Assembly 
recognize that these Israeli measures, particularly at 
this delicate stage in the peace efforts, are a serious 
development revealing Israeli intentions to obstruct 
and reject peace. 

Since these measures are in flagrant defiance of the 
will of the international community and unquestionably 
obstruct the steps it has taken to achieve a just and 
permanent peace in the Middle East, the Government 
of the Arab Republic of Egypt requests that this ques
tion be discussed as an urgent additional item because 
of the dangerous situation threatening peace in the 
region and that the required action be taken to preserve 
international legality and opportunities for establishing 
a just and lasting peace in the Middle East. 

DOCUMENT A/32/L.3/REV.l AND ADD. I>(. AND 2>f.>f. 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, 
Central African Empire, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cyprus, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Egypt, 
Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, I"ebanon, Liberia, 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mongolia, 
Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, To~o, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and 
Zambia: revised draft resolution 

The General Assembly, 

Stressing the urgent need to achieve a just and last
ing peace in the Middle East, 

Expressing grave anxiety and concern over the pre
sent serious situation in the occupied Arab territories 
as a result of the continued Israeli occupation and the 
measures and actions taken by the Government of 
Israel, as the occupying Power, and designed to change 
the legal status, geographical nature and demographic 
composition of those territories, 

Considering that the Geneva Convention relative to 
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, 
of 12 August 1949,1 is applicable to all the Arab terri
tories occupied since 5 June 1967, 

1. Determines that all such measures and actions 
taken by Israel in the Palestinian and other Arab 
territories occupied since 1967 have no legal validity 

*Document A/32/L.3/Rev.l/Add.1 of 27 October 1977 
was issued to add the Congo, Mongolia, the Philippines and 
the United Republic of Cameroon to the list of sponsors of 
the draft resolution. 

**Document A/32/L.3/Rev.1/Add.2 of 28 October 1977 
was issued to add Sao Tome and Principe to the list of spon
sors of the draft resolution. 

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75 (No. 973}, p. 287. 

[Original: English] 
[26 October 1977] 

and constitute a serious obstruction of efforts aimed 
at achieving a just and lasting peace in the Middle 
East; 

2. Strongly deplores the persistence of Israel in 
carrying out such measures, in particular the establish
ment of settlements in the occupied Arab territories; 

3. Calls upon Israel to comply strictly with its 
international obligations in accordance with the prin
ciples of international law and the provisions of the 
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Ci
vilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949; 

4. Calls once more upon the Government of Israel, 
as the occupying Power, to desist forthwith from taking 
any action which would result in changing the legal 
status, geographical nature or demographic composi
tion of the Arab territories occupied since 1967, in
cluding Jerusalem; 

5. Urges all States parties to the Geneva Conven
tion relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War to ensure respect for and compliance 
with its provisions in all the Arab territories occupied 
by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem; 
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6. Requests the Secretary-General: and the Security Council, not later than 31 December 
1977, on the results of his contacts; (a) To undertake urgent contacts with the Gov

ernment of Israel to ensure the prompt implementation 
of the present resolution; 

7. Requests the Security Council to review the 
situation in the light of the present resolution and of 
the report of the Secretary-General. (b) To submit a report to the General Assembly 

Document No. 

A/321261 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 52nd plenary meeting, on 28 October 1977, the General Assembly, 
by a roll-call vote of 131 to 1, with 7 abstentions, adopted draft resolution 
A/32/,L.3/Rev.1 and Add.1 and 2. For the final text, see resolution 32/5.2 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtv-w>rnntl Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
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which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Letter dated 5 October 1977 from the representative of the Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya to the Secretary-General 

Observations and references 

Mimeographed 

A/321311-S/ 12428 Note verbale dated 20 October 1977 from the representative of the 
Syrian Arab Republic to the Secretary-General 

See Official Records of the 
Security Council, Thirty
second year, Supplement for 
October, November and De
cember 1977 

A/32/498-S/12512 

A/32/L.3 and 
Add.l and 2 

Printed in U.S.A. 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, 
Burundi, Central African Empire, Chad, Comoros, Cyprus, Demo
cratic Yemen, Djibouti, Egypt, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ivory 
Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jama
hiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan. Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sene
gal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

Ibid. 

Replaced by A/32/L.3/Rev.l 
and Add.l and 2 
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[H)C~ENnr A/32/243 

Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cyprus, Democratic Yemen, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, 
Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, United Arab Emirates 
and Yemen: request for the inclusion of an additional item in the agenda of the thirty-second 
session 

LETTER DATED 28 SEPTEMBER 1977 TO THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL 

We have the honour to request, in conformity with 
rule 15 of the rules of procedure of the General As
sembly, the inclusion of an additional item entitled 
"Question of the composition of the relevant organs 
of the United Nations" in the agenda of the thirty
second session of the General Assembly. 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, 
an explanatory memorandum is attached. 

(Signed) 
A. R. GHAFOORZAI (Afghanistan) 
A. S. KAMAL {Bahrain) 
K. M. KAISER {Bangladesh) 
Dago TsHERING (Bhutan) 
Zenon ROSSIDES (Cyprus) 
H. M. OBADI (Democratic Yemen) 
R. NAIR (Fiji) 
Salman HAIDAR (India) 
A. MARPAUNG (Indonesia) 
J. SHEMIRANI (Iran) 
G. F. KHALEF {Iraq) 
T. 0NDA (Japan) 
U. S. TuKAN (Jordan) 
D. A. R. RAzzoOQI (Kuwait) 
ZAITON Ibrahim (Malaysia) 
Fathulla JAMEEL (Maldives) 
S. K. UPADHYAY (Nepal) 
M. ABOUL-NASR (Oman) 

1 

I. A. .AKHUND (Pakistan) 

[Original: English] 
[28 September 1977] 

N. G. VALDERRAMA (Philippines) 
J. Y. JAMAL (Qatar) 
I. TOMA (Samoa) 
J. M. BAROODY (Saudi Arabia) 
R. WoNG (Singapore) 
H. S. AMERASINGHE (Sri Lanka) 
Z. SIBAHI (Syrian Arab Republic) 
P. GUNA-KASEM (Thailand) 
B. W. HAMMAD (United Arab Emirates) 
A. M. MuBAREZ (Yemen) 

ANNEX 

Explanatory memorandum 

1. It is generally acknowledged that the composition of 
the various organs of the United Nations shall be such as to 
ensure their representative character. In view of the fact that 
a large increase has taken place in the membership of the 
United Nations, the representation of regional groups no 
longer accurately reflects the principle of equitable geographical 
distribution. It is found that in the various United Nations 
bodies the present level of Asian representation is not in line 
with its present numerical strength. 

2. Furthermore, there is no longer any valid reason for 
providing representation for the Asian and African groups 
together. The time has come for these two groups to be rep
resented separately. 

3. Having regard to the above-mentioned considerations, 
it is proposed to revise the composition of the relevant organs 
of the United Nations. 

Annexes (32) 128 
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DOCUMENT A/32/ 465 

Report of the Special Political Committee 

1. By a letter dated 28 September 1977 (A/32/ 
243), the representatives of Afghanistan, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cyprus, Democratic Yemen, Fiji, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, the 
Philippines, Qatar, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, the Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, the 
United Arab Emirates and Yemen requested the in
clusion in the agenda of the thirty-second session of 
the General Assembly of an item entitled "Question 
of the composition of the relevant organs of the United 
Natio:1s". An explanatory memorandum accompanied 
the request. 

2. At its 15th plenary meeting, on 30 September, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in 
its agenda and to allocate it to the Special Political 
Committee. 

3. The Committee considered the item at its 39th, 
40th and 46th meetings, between 5 and 13 December. 

4. At the 40th meeting, the representative of 
Papua New Guinea introduced a draft resolution (A/ 
SPC/32/L.21 ), sponsored by Afghanistan, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Japan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, Papua New 
Guinea, the Philippines, Qatar, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
the Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand and the United 
Arab Emirates, which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recognizing that the composition of the various 
organs of the United Nations should be so consti
tuted as to ensure their representative character, 

"Taking into account the considerable increase 
in the membership of the United Nations, 

"Recalling its resolution 1990 (XVIII) of 17 De
cember 1963, 

"Taking also into account that the General Com
mittee of the General Assembly should be enlarged 
with a view to providing for a more adequate geo
graphical representation, 

"Believing also that it is desirable to distribute 
the vice-presidencies of the General Assembly and 
chairmanships of the Main Committees separately 
between the African and Asian States. 

"Noting that the General Committee is composed 
of the President of the General Assembly, the Vice
Presidents of the Assembly and the Chairmen of the 
Main Committees, 

"1. Decides to amend rules 31 and 38 of its 
rules of procedure as follows: 

'Rule 31 

'The General Assembly shall elect a President 
and nineteen Vice-Presidents, who shall hold of
fice until the close of the session at which they 
are elected. The Vice-President> ~hall he elected, 

[Original: English] 
[14 December 1977] 

after the election of the Chairmen of the seven 
Main Committees referred to in rule 98, in such 
a way as to ensure the representative character 
of the General Committee. 

'Rule 38 

'The General Committee shall comprise the 
President of the General Assembly, who shall 
preside, the nineteen Vice-Presidents and the 
Chairmen of the seven Main Committees. No 
two members of the General Committee shall be 
members of the same delegation, and it shall 
be so constituted as to ensure its representative 
character. Chairmen of other committees upon 
which all Members have the right to be rep
resented and which are established by the Gen
eral Assembly to meet during the session shall 
be entitled to attend meetings of the General 
Committee and may participate without vote in 
the discussions.' 

"2. Decides to replace the annex to resolu
tion 1990 (XVIU) by the annex to the present reso
lution concerning the election of the President of the 
General Assembly, the nineteen Vice-Presidents of 
the General Assembly and the seven Chairmen of 
the Main Committees; 

"3. Decides to include in the agenda of the 
thirty-third session of the General Assembly the item 
entitled 'Question of the composition of the relevant 
organs of the United Nations'. 

"ANNEX 

"1. In the election of the President of the General As
sembly, regard shall be had for equitable geographical 
rotation of this office among the regions mentioned in para
graphs 2 and 4 below. 

"2. The nineteen Vice-Presidents of the General As-
sembly shall be elected according to the following pattern: 

"(a) Five representatives from African States; 

"(b) Four representatives from Asian States; 

"(c) One representative from an Eastern European State; 

"(d) Three representatives from Latin American States; 

"(e) Two representatives from Western European and 
other States: 

"(f) Five representatives from the permanent members 
of the Security Council. 

"3. The election of the President of the General As
sembly will, however, have the effect of reducing by one 
the number of vice-presidencies allocated to the region 
from which the President is elected. 

"4. The seven Chairmen of the Main Committees shall 
be elected according to the following pattern: 

"(a) One representative from an African State; 

" (b) One representative from an Asian State; 

" (c) One repre~entative from an Eastern European 
State; 

"(d) One representative from a Latin American State; 
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"(e) One representative from a Western European or 
other State; 

"(/) The sixth Chairmanship shall rotate among rep
resentatives of States mentioned in subparagraphs (b), (d) 
and (e) every three years; 

"(g) The seventh Chairmanship shall rotate between 
representatives of States mentioned in subparagraphs (a) 
twice every three years, and (b) once every three years." 

5. At the 46th meeting, the Chairman announced 
that, as a result of consultations with the Chairmen of 
the regional groups, it seemed that agreement could be 
reached on the text of a statement, which he read out, 
which the Committee might recommend for adoption 
by the General Assembly. He stated that, with the 
concurrence of the Committee, he would consider the 
draft recommendation adopted by consensus. 

6. 1he Committee adopted the draft recommenda
tion by consensus (see para. 7 below). 

Recommendation of the Special 
Political Committee 

7. The Special Political Committee recommends 
to the General Assembly the adoption of the following 
draft consensus: 

Consideration of the draft resolution entitled "Ques
tion of the composition of the relevant organs of the 
United Nations" (A/SPC/32/L.21) is deferred until 
the thirty-third session of the General Assembly and 
a contact group, consisting of two or three represen
tatives from each of the regional groups, will meet 
between the thirty-second and thirty-third sessions of 
the Assembly, under the chairmanship of a represen
tative of the Asian group, to study the quest10n, on 
the understanding that its deliberations will serve as a 
basis for the consideration of this item by the Assem 
bly at its thirty-third session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

At its 103rd plenary meeting, on 15 Decem?er 19??• the Gen~ral ~ssembly 
adopted the recommendation made by the Spectal Pohttcal Commtttee m para
graph 7 of its report (A/32/465) (see decision 32/4271

). 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 
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A/SPC/32/1/ Add.l Letter dated 30 September 1977 from the President of the General 
Assembly to the Chairman of the Special Political Committee 
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Mimeographed 

A/SPC/32/L.21 Draft resolution 

Printt:.d in U.S.A. 

For the sponsors and the 1eA~. 
see A/32;465, para. 4 
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• For the discussion of the item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Special Political 
Committee, 7th, 9th, 11th and 13th to 15th meetings, and ibid., Special Political Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and 
ibid., Plenary Meetings, 56th meeting. 

IH>C~ENnr A/32/245 

Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ec
uador, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Guatemala, India, Iran, Ire
land, Italy, Japan, Lesotho, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, 
Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Surinam, Sweden, Trin· 
idad and Tobago, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States 
of America and Uruguay: request for the inclusion of an additional item in the agenda of the 
thirty-second session 

LETTER DATED 22 OCTOBER 1977 TO THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL 

We have the honour to request hereby the inclusion 
in the agenda of the thirty-second session of the Gen
eral Assembly of an item entitled "Safety of interna
tional civil aviation". This request is made pursuant 
to rule 15 of the rules of procedure of the General 
Assembly, in view of the important and urgent charac
ter of the subject-matter. 

In this connexion we would also request that the 
item be accorded due priority. 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, 
an explanatory memorandum is attached. 
(Signed) 

Enrique Jorge Ros (Argentina) 
Ralph L. HARRY (Australia) 
Peter JANKOWITSCH (Austria) 
Eric DUCHENE (Belgium) 
William H. BARTON {Canada) 
Sergio DIEZ (Chile) 
German ZEA (Colombia) 
Wilhelm ULRICHSEN (Denmark) 
Alfonso MORENO MARTiNEZ (Dominican Republic) 
Miguel A. ALBORNOZ (Ecuador) 
Berenado VUNIBOBO (Fiji) 

1 

[Original: English] 
[22 October 1977] 

Ilkka Olavi PASTINEN (Finland) 
Jacques LEPRETTE (France) 
Rudiger von WECHMAR (Germany, Federal Repub-

lic of) 
George PAPOULIAS (Greece) 
Julio ASENSIO-WUNDERLICH (Guatemala) 
Rikhi JAIPAL (India) 
Davoud BAVAND (Iran) 
Eamonn KENNEDY (Ireland) 
Luigi FERRARI BRAVO (Italy) 
Isao ABE (Japan) 
Mooki V. MOLAPO (Lesotho) 
Paul PETERS (Luxembourg) 
Johan KAuFMANN (Netherlands) 
Malcolm J. C. TEMPLETON (New Zealand) 
Jose A. ALVARADO CORREA {Nicaragua) 
Leslie 0. HARRIMAN (Nigeria) 
Tom VRAALSEN (Norway) 
Qadeeruddin AHMED (Pakistan) 
Leon ABADI ABADI (Panama) 
Paulias N. MATANE (Papua New Guinea) 
Carlos ALZAMORA (Peru) 
P. A. CASTRO {Philippines) 
Vasco FUTSCHER PEREIRA (Portugal) 
Antonio PEDAUYE (Spain) 
H. A. F. HEIDWEILLER (Surinam) 
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Anders THUNBORG (Sweden) 
Frank 0. ABDULAH (Trinidad and Tobago) 
Solmaz UNAYDIN (Turkey) 
Ivor RICHARD (United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland) 
Andrew YouNG (United States of America) 
Carlos GIAMBRUNO (Uruguay) 

ANNEX 

Explanatory memorandum 
1. It will be recalled that the General Assembly at its 

twenty-fifth session, when dealing with the issue of aerial 
hijacking or interference with civil air travel, recognized, in 
resolution 2645 (XXV) of 25 November 1970, that interna
tional civil aviation is a vital link in the promotion and pres-

ervation of friendly relations among States and that its safe 
and orderly functioning is in the interests of all peoples. 
Indeed international civil aviation is a very important element 
of co-operation among States, the furtherance of which is 
one of the main goals of the United Nations under its Charter. 
Clearly international civil aviation can only function properly 
in conditions guaranteeing safety of its operations and the 
due exercise of the freedom of air travel. 

2. The recent escalation of unlawful interference with 
civil air travel and its consequences for the safety of interna
tional civil aviation have caused serious concern and con
vinced our Governments of the urgent necessity for the Gen
eral Assembly of the United Nations to take appropriate 
action. 

3. We therefore believe that immediate consideration of 
this matter would be in the interest of the international 
community. 

DOCUMENT A/32/320~ 

Report of the Special Political Committee 

Introduction 

1. By a letter dated 22 October 1977 (A/32/245), 
the representatives of Argentina, Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Denmark, the 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Fiji, Finland, France, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, Guatemala, 
India, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Lesotho, Luxem
bourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Ni
geria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, 
Peru, the Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Surinam, Swe
den, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, the United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United 
States of America and Uruguay requested the inclusion 
in the agenda of the thirty-second session of the Gen
eral Assembly of an item entitled "Safety of interna
tional civil aviation". 

2. At its 45th plenary meeting, on 25 October, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided that the item should be 
included in the agenda and allocated to the Special 
Political Committee, and that it should be accorded 
due priority by that Committee. 

3. At its 6th meeting, on 25 October, the Com
mittee decided that it would begin its examination of 
the item on 26 October by hearing statements by the 
President of the Council of the International Civil 
Aviation Organization and by Mr. Derry F. Pearce 
(International Federation of Air Line Pilots Associa
tions). 

4. The Committee considered the item at its 7th, 
9th, lith and 13th to 15th meetings, held between 
26 October and 2 November. At its 7th meeting, on 
26 October, the Committee heard statements, in ac
cordance with the decision taken previously, by the 
President of the Council of the International Civil 
Aviation Organization and by Mr. Derry F. Pearce 
(International Federation of Air Line Pilots Associa
tions). 

*Incorporating document A/321320/Corr.1 of 3 Novem
ber 1977. 

[Original: English] 
[2 November 1977] 

Proposals and amendments 

5. On 25 October, a draft resolution (A/SPC/ 
32/L.2) was submitted by Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Den
mark, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Fiji, Finland, France, the Federal Republic of Ger
many, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, India, 
Iran, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Liberia, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Papua 
New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Portugal, Samoa, Spain, 
Surinam, Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire
land, the United States of America, Uruguay, Vene
zuela and Zaire, later joined by the Bahamas, Jordan, 
Nepal and Panama. The draft resolution read as fol
lows: 

"The General Assembly, 
" ... [same text as the preamble of the draft reso

lution in paragraph 13 below]; 
"1. Reiterates and reaffirms its condemnation of 

acts of aerial hijacking or other interference with 
civil air travel through the threat or use of force, 
and all acts of violence which may be directed 
against passengers, crew and aircraft; 

"2. Calls upon all States to take all necessary 
steps, taking into account the relevant recommenda
tions of the United Nations and the International 
Civil Aviation Organization, to prevent acts of the 
nature referred to in paragraph 1 above, including 
the improvement of security arrangements at air
ports or by airlines as well as the exchange of rele
vant information, and to this end to take joint and 
separate action, in accordance with the Charter, 
in co-operation with the United Nations and the 
International Civil Aviation Organization to ensure 
that passengers, crew and aircraft engaged in civil 
aviation are not used as a means of extorting ad
vantage of any kind; 

" ... [same text as operative paragraphs 3 and 4 
of the draft resolution in paragraph 13 below]." 
6. At the 7th meeting, Sandi Arabia introduced 

an amendment (A/SPC/32/L.3), whereby the fol-
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lowing operative paragraph would be added to the 
draft resolution: 

"5. Affirms that saving the lives of innocent 
hostages should remain the primary concern of the 
international community, notwithstanding the neces
sary drastic measures that may have to be taken 
to curb the international hijacking operations of 
civilians." 

7. On 28 October 1977, Saudi Arabia submitted 
a draft resolution (A/SPC/32/L.4) which read as 
follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Whereas the right to life of the individual is a 
primordial right enshrined in the Charter of the 
United Nations and clearly enunciated in the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights and the two 
International Covenants of Human Rights, 

"Taking into account that freedom and security 
of the person are adjunct to the life of the individual 
as spelled out in article 3 of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights which states: 'Everyone has 
the right to life, liberty and security of person', 

"Noting that the life of the individual, his free
dom and security are endangered not only in war 
but in peace-time due to certain forces in society 
in many countries, which forces are driving many 
people to take the law into their own hands without 
regard for article 3 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, 

"Inasmuch as those who take the law into their 
own hands are endangering the safety of individuals 
by resorting to hijacking airplanes and other means 
of transportation, 

"1. Affirms that saving the lives of hostages 
should remain the primary concern of the interna
tional community, notwithstanding the necessary 
drastic measures that may have to be taken to curb 
the international hijacking operations against ci
vilians; 

"2. Calls upon Governments to make serious 
studies of the abnormal situation related to hijacking 
and take measures to work out possible solutions." 

At the 11th meeting, on 31 October, in the course of 
introducing the draft resolution, Saudi Arabia with
drew the amendment in document A/SPC/32/L.3. 

8. At the 13th meeting, the Chairman announced 
that consultations between the sponsors and the va
rious regional groups with a view to arriving at a 
generally agreed consensus had led to the impression 
that adoption by consensus of a draft resolution based 
largely on the text contained in document A/SPC/32/ 
L.2 might be possible with the following changes: 

(a) The insertion, at the end of paragraph I, of 
the words "whether committed by individuals or 
States"; 

(b) The replacement of the words "in accordance 
with the Charter" in paragraph 2 by the following: 

"subject to respect for the purposes and principles 
of the Charter of the United Nations and for the 
relevant United Nations resolutions and without 
prejudice to the sovereignty or territorial integrity 
of any State". 

9. At the same meeting, Saudi Arabia proposed 
two amendments to the text read out by the Chairman 
which would incorporate the following changes: 

(a) The addition of the words "declarations, cove
nants and" before the word "resolutions" in the amend
ment to paragraph 2; 

(b) The addition of a new operative paragraph 
reading as follows: 

"5. Appeals to all Governments to make serious 
studies of the abnormal situation related to hijack
ing." 

10. The representative of Saudi Arabia further in
dicated that, should these amendments prove accept
able, he would not ask for the consideration of draft 
resolution A/SPC/32/L.4, but would be satisfied with 
the reproduction of its text in the Committee's report 
and its presentation to the General Assembly by the 
Rapporteur. 

11. As there was no objection to its adoption by 
consensus, the Chairman declared that draft resolu
tion A/SPC/32/L.2, as orally amended and with the 
changes proposed by Saudi Arabia, was adopted. (For 
the text, see para. 13 below.) 

12. At the same meeting, the representative of 
Cuba expressed his delegation's reservations with re
gard to the consensus. At the 14th and 15th meetings, 
statements in explanation of their positions were made 
by several delegations. 

,Recommendation of the Special 
Political Committee 

13. The Special Political Committee recommends 
to the General Assembly the adoption of the following 
draft resolution: 

The General Assembly, 

Recognizing that the orderly functioning of interna
tional civil air travel under conditions guaranteeing 
the safety of its operations is in the interest of all 
peoples and promotes and preserves friendly relations 
among States, 

Recalling its resolution 2645 (XXV) of 25 Novem
ber I970, in which it recognized that acts of aerial 
hijacking or other wrongful interference with civil air 
travel jeopardize the lives and safety of passengers 
and crew and constitute a violation of their human 
rights, 

Recalling also its resolution 2551 (XXIV) of 12 De
cember I969 as well as Security Council resolution 286 
( I970) of 9 September I970 and the Council's deci
sion of 20 June I972, 1 

I. Reiterates and reaffirms its condemnation of 
acts of aerial hijacking or other interference with civil 
air travel through the threat or use of force, and all 
acts of violence which may be directed against pas
sengers, crew and aircraft, whether committed by in
dividuals or States; 

2. Calls upon all States to take all necessary steps, 
taking into account the relevant recommendations of 

1 Official Records of the Security Council, Twenty-seventh 
Year, Supplement for April, May and June 1972, document 
S/10705. 
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the United Nations and the International Civil Avia
tion Organization, to prevent acts of the nature re
ferred to in paragraph 1 above, including the improve
ment of security arrangements at airports or by airlines 
as well as the exchange of relevant information, and 
to this end to take joint and separate action, subject 
to respect for the purposes and principles of the Char
ter of the United Nations and for the relevant United 
Nations declarations, covenants and resolutions and 
without prejudice to the sovereignty or territorial in
tegrity of any State, ·in co-operation with the United 
Nations and the International Civil Aviation Organiza
tion, to ensure that passengers, crew and aircraft en
gaged in civil aviation are not used as a means of 
extorting advantage of any kind; 

3. Appeals to all States which have not yet be
come parties to the Convention on Offences and Cer
tain Other Acts Committed on Board Aircraft, signed 
at Tokyo on 14 September 1963,2 the Convention for 
the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft, signed 

2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 704, No. 10106. 

at The Hague on 16 December 1970,8 and the Con
vention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against 
the Safety of Civil Aviation, signed at Montreal on 
23 September 1971,4 to give urgent consideration to 
ratifying or acceding to those conventions; 

4. Calls upon the International Civil Aviation Or
ganization to undertake urgently further efforts with a 
view to ensuring the security of air travel and pre
venting the recurrence of acts of the nature referred 
to in paragraph 1 above, including the reinforcement 
of annex 1 75 to the Convention on International Civil 
Aviation, signed at Chicago on 7 December 1944;1 

5. Appeals to all Governments to make serious 
studies of the abnormal situation related to hijacking. 

s United States Treaties and Other International Agreements, 
vol. 22, part 2 (1971), p. 1644. 

•Ibid., vol. 24, part 1 (1973), p. 568. 
5 See International Standards and Recommended Practices: 

Security-Safeguarding international civil aviation against acts 
of unlawful interference, adopted by the Council of the Inter
national Civil Aviation Organization on 22 March 1974 (In
ternational Civil Aviation Organization, Montreal, August 
1974). 

6 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 15, No. 102. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

At its 56th plenary meeting, on 3 November 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Special Political Committee in 
its report {A/32/320, para. 13). For the final text, see resolution 32/8.7 

7 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NoTE. This check list contains the documents pertaining to agenda item 129 
that are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

A/SPC/32/1/ Add.2 Letter dated 25 October 1977 from the President of the General Assem
bly to the Chairman of the Special Political Committee 

Observations and reference/1 

Mimeographed 

A/SPC/32/L.2 

A/SPC/32/L.3 

A/SPC/32/L.4 

Printed in U.S.A. 

Draft resolution 

Saudi Arabia: amendment to document A/SPC/32/L.2 

Saudi Arabia: draft resolution 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/32/320, Pllf!l· 5 

See A/32/320, para. 6 

Ibid., para. 7 
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DOCUMENT A/32/246 

Philippines: request for the inclusion of an additional item in the agenda of the 
thirty-second session 

LETTER DATED 21 OCTOBER 1977 FROM THE REP
RESENTATIVE OF THE PHILIPPINES TO THE SECRE
TARY-GENERAL 

I have the honour, on behalf of the Philippine Gov
ernment, to request, in accordance with rule 15 of 
the rules of procedure, the inclusion in the agenda 
of the thirty-second session of the General Assembly 
of an additional item entitled "Place of meeting of 
the thirty-third session of the General Assembly". 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, 
an explanatory memorandum and a draft resolution 
are attached. 

(Signed) Alejandro D. YANGO 
Ambassador 

Acting Permanent Representative1 of the Phili1'pine.r 
to the United Nations 

ANNEX I 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

1. Mrs. Imelda Romualdez Marcos, Special Envoy of the 
President of the Philippines, in the statement which she de
livered during the 15th plenary meeting of the current session 
of the General Assembly on 30 September 1977,1 extended 
the offer of the Philippine Government to act as host to the 
thirty-third session of the General Assembly- at Manila next 
year. 

2. The offer was made in accordance with rule 3 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, which states: 

"The General Assembly shall meet at the Headquarters 
of the United· Nations unless convened elsewhere in pur
s.uance of a decision taken at a previous ses<iion or at the 

I See Official Reconls o/ the General AJse.-rbly, Thirty· 
.second Session, Plenary Meetings, 15th meeting, paras. 150-189. 

1 

[Original: English] 
[22 October 1977] 

request of a majority of the Members of the United Na
tions." 

~. In her statement, Mrs. Marcos suggested that, in the 
interest of a deeper understanding of its problems and condi
tions, the Gener11l Assembly meet on occasion in the third 
world. 

4. She pointed out that the Philippines "is a country of 
the third world, which is a microcosm, an archetype, of its 
problems ... "2 and added: 

"It is a country where the General Assembly may see for 
itself what Is meant by the third world. Perhaps we may 
get the feel of its problems at first hand while enjoying 
the most modern facilities and comforts which the work of 
the General Assembly and its Secretariat requires for 
maximum eftlciancy. "8 

S. Manila has the facilities to enable the General Assembly, 
the delegations and the Secretariat to carry out their work 
effectively. 

6. For the proposed holding of the thirty-third session of 
the General Assembly at Manila, the Philippine Government 
is prepared to undertalte the financial responsibilities involved, 
including those provided for in paragraph 10 of General As· 
sembly resolution 2609 (XXIV) of 16 December 1969. 

7. Since the founding of the United Nations, there has 
not been a regular session of the General Assembly held in 
a developing country. The General Assembly has met three 
times outside of Headquarters in capitals of developed coun
tries. It is timely, therefore, that such a session be convened 
in one of the countries of the third world. 

8. The Philippines trusts that the General Assembly will 
accept the offer of the Philippine Government to act as host 
to the thirty-third session in 1978. 

2/bid., -para. 184. 
a Ibid., para. 185 • 
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ANNEX II 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

The General Assembly, 

Considering that, under the provis:ons of rule 3 of its rules 
of procedure, the General Assembly may be convened el~e
where than at the Headquarters of the Un:ted Nations, in 
pursuance of a decision t<ken at a previous session or at the 
request of a majority of the Members of the United Nations, 

Notin~ the offer 0f the Governf"ent of the Philipriflc> tr. 
act as host to the thirty-third regular session of the Genera\ 
Assembly, 

Trkin~ into cccount its resolution 2609 (XXIV) of 16 De
cember 1959, 

1. Decides !hot th~ thirty-t·hird regubr session of the 
General Assembly shJll be held at Manila; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take all appropri.1te 
steps for the implementation of the present resolution. 

DOCUMENT A/32/246/REV.l AND ADD. I¥ 

Fiji, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Samoa, Singapore and Thailand: request for the 
inclusion of an additional item in the agenda of the thirty-second ~~ession 

t.ETTER DATED 1 DECEMBER 1977 FROM THE REPRE
SENTATIVES OF INDONESIA, MALAYSIA, THE PHILIP
PINES, SINGAPORE AND THAILAND ADDRESSED TO 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Further to the letter dated 21 October 1977 ad
~lressed to you by the Acting Permanent Representa
tive of the Philippines to the Unit·ed Nations (A 132/ 
'!46), we have the honour to request, in acco:dance 
with rule 15 of the rules of procedure the inclusion 
in the agenda of the thirty-,-econd se·ssi~n of th~ Gen
era' Assembly of an additional item ent"tled "Place 
nf meeting of the thirty-third session of the General 
/,ssembly". 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, 
a'1 explanatory memorandum and a draft resolution 
:He attached. 

(Signed) Chaidir ANWAR SANI (Indonesia) 
Tan Sri ZAITON Ibrahim (Malaysia) 

Alejandro D. Y ANGo (Philippines) 
T. T. B. KocH (Singapore) 

Pracha GuNA KASEM (Thailand) 

ANNEX I 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

1 The Philippine Government extended its offer to act as 
h<'·'t to the thirty-third session of the General Assembly at 
M mila next year in a statement by Her Excellency Mrs. Imelda 
lhmualdez Marcos, Special Envoy of the President of the 
Philippines, delivered during the 15th plenary meeting of 
!h.- current ~ssion of the General Assembly on 30 September 
\•/77. 

2. The offer was made in accordance with rule 3 of the 
n·les of procedure of the General Assembly, which states: 

"The General Assembly shall meet at the Head::J,uarters 
r;f the United Nations unless convened elsewhere in pur
.<uance of a decision tzken at a previous session or at the 
ceqnest of a majority of the Members of the United Na
,- 1S." 

. , !n ha statement, Mrs. Marcos suggested that, in the 
· terest of a deeper understanding of its problems and condi

\;;.ms. the General Assembly should meet on occasion in the 
third world. 

*Document A/32/246/Rev.l/Add.l of 2 December 1977 
-··a~ issued to add the followin$ names to the list of signa
\ories~ BerenaJo VTJNIBOBO (FiJi) and Iu.Jai TOMA (Samoa). 

[Original: English 1 
[1 December 19771 

4. She pointed out that the Philippines "is a country of 
the third world, which is a microcosm, an archetype, of it', 
problems ... " and added: 

"It is a country where the Gener?l As~embly may see 
for itself what is me3nt by the third world. Perhaps we 
m1y get the feel of its problems at first hnnd while enjovin.c; 
th~ most modern f3cilities nnd comforts which the work 
of the Generd Assembly and its Secretariat requires for 
maximum efficiency." 

5. In the course of the current sess'on extensive consult~
tions hwe been m"d~ with respect to the offer of the Ph.lip
pine Government. It w~s evident from these consultations th .. t 
t·here w2s oppos:t:on to the holding of a full regul~r ses~i0n 
of the General A~sembly lasting three months The Philippi'le 
Government therefore, in its desire for h~rmony and accom
modation, has accordingly modified its offer in the sense that, 
instead of a full regular seos;on, its invitAtion is now for th.:
first part of the session, which cons'sts of the cen::monial open
ing, the orgPnization of work and the general debate, which 
altogether will last approximately four weeks. 

6. Manila h~s the facilities to enable the General Assemhly, 
the delegations 8nd the Secretariat to carry out their work 
eff'O'ctively, in connexion with the convening of the first P'~rt 
of the session as above specified. 

7. For this purpose, th~ Philippine Government is pre
pared to undertake the financial responsibilitie~ involved, 
including those provided for in General As~embly re~oh•
tions 2609 (XXIV) of 16 December 1969 and 31/140 ,,( 
17 December 1976. 

8. Since the founding o.f the United Nations, there h·>'. 
not been a regular sess;on of the General As~emhly held in 
a developing country. The General Assembly hils met thre-e 
times outside of HeadgU?.rters in c:Jp:tcls of developed coul1· 
tr:es. It is timely, therefore, that the General Assembly l>e 
convened in one of the countries of the third world. 

9. It is hoped that the General Assembly would accept 
the offer of the Philippine Government to act as host to the 
above described first part of its thirty-third seAsion in 1978. 

ANNEX II 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

The General Assembly, 

Considering that, under the provisions of rule 3 of its rules 
of procedure, the General Assembly may be convened ehe· 
where than at the Headquarters of the United Nations, in 
pursmnce of a decision t2ken at a previous session or at the 
request of a majority of the Members of the United Natiom. 
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Aware that, since the founding of the United N~1ions. ~itc:e 

has not b~en a regular seo.swn of the (,erkrdl :\s,;:mbl) held 
in a developing country, 

Convinced of the desir?bilrty of convening on o~casion the 
regular session of the Gcner ~.! Assembly in a developing 
country, in order th:~t reprc<ent:Jtive5 of GoH:rnrnenb and 
international organizations m:1y have a dc:ep2r und.cr't.,nJl!lg 
of the conditions and problems of the third wo: !J, 

Noting the offer of the Government of the Philippine-. to 
act as host to the thirty-third regular ses,ion of the Gena .. ! 
Assembly, 

Taking into account its resolution 2609 (XXIV) of 16 De
cemht:r 1969 JPd 31 1-lU L'f 17 Dcc:cmb~r 1976, 

1. DeciJ, s th-1! the liht part of the thirl) thir,l re~ul,u 
se'""n of lh~ ( :cn,·r,tl A•s.·mbly. \\ l•i·:h cun'"'' nf tht: cerc
fl!OJJ',:l op:.:-n11'~' the tJ' ~un!Inta)n of \VOik ;tn~l the g2n-2r.1l 

d:bctk an.! \•.til lo'>l f<lr <opp!(nirn.ttcl\· fou·r \\~cl..'>, sh,lil b.; 
h.:IJ ,q 1\1 "nt!.t ,11LI 1hat th.: C<>ntlnll·ttion of the: s:":un oh.1ll 
be: h.:IJ at Un:k,l N.ttJOno Headquar:ers, 

2. Requ~\l\' the Secretary-General to take all appropriate 
steps for the Implementation of the present resolution. 

ACTION TAKE:'ol BY THE CE:\ERAL ASSE:HBLY 

At its 99th plen<uy meeting, on 9 December 1977, the General A<scmbly 
took note of a !:>l~tcmcnt by the Prc~idcnt uf the i\.,,-:mbly Ill the course of 
which he announct'd that the ~ponsob of the draft n:solution contained in 
annex II of document A 1 32-' 2-1-6 1Rcv.1 and Add.l \vould not press their draft 
resolation to a vote (see decision 32/421 1

). 

4 Sec Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-;ccond Session, Supplement 
No. 45. 

Printed m U.S.A. 
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DOCUMENT A/32/247 

Barbados, Fiji, Mexico, Nigeria, Panama, Philippines and Syrian Arab Republic: request for the inclusion 
of an additional item in the agenda of the thirty-second session of the General Assembly 

LETTER DATED 9 NOVEMBER 1977 FROM THE REPRE
SENTATIVES OF BARBADOS, FIJI, MEXICO, NIGERIA, 
PANAMA, THE PHILIPPINES AND THE SYRIAN ARAB 
REPUBLIC TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

We have the honour to request hereby the inclusion 
in the agenda of the thirty-second session of the Gen
eral Assembly of an item entitled "Draft Code of 
Offences against the Peace and Security of Mankind". 
This request is made pursuant to rule 15 of the rules 
of procedure of the General Assembly, in view of the 
important and urgent character of the subject matter. 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, 
an explanatory memorandum is attached. 

(Signed) 

Donald G. BLACKMAN 
Permanent Representative of 
Barbados to the United Nations 

Berenado VuNIBOBO 
Permanent Representative of 
Fiji to the United Nations 

Roberto de ROSENZWEIG-DIAZ 
Permanent Representative of 
Mexico to the United Nations 

Leslie 0. HARRIMAN 
Permanent Representative of 
Nigeria to the United Nations 

Jorge Enrique lLLUECA 
Permanent Representative of 
Panama to the United Nations 

1 

Alejandro D. YANGO 

[Original: English] 
[17 November 1977] 

Acting Permanent Representative 
of the Philippines to the United Nations 

Mowaffak ALLAF 
Permanent Representative of 
the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations 

ANNEX 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

1. By its resolution 177 (II) of 21 November 1947, the 
General Assembly entrusted the International Law Com
mission with the task of preparing a draft code of offences 
against the peace and security of mankind. In 1951, the Com
mission submitted to the Assembly a draft Code consisting 
of five articles, 1 together with commentaries thereon for the 
consideration of Member States. 

2. In the light of the observations by Governments, the 
Commission prepared a revised draft Code and submitted it 
to the General Assembly in 1954.2 

3. In view of the close relation between the problems raised 
by the draft Code of Offences against the Peace and Security 
of Mankind and those of the definition of aggres5ion, the 
General Assembly, in its rewlution 897 (IX) of 4 Decem
ber 1954, decided to postpone further consideration of the 
draft Code until a special committee, set up to define aggres
sion, had submitted its report. 

4. That special committee having failed to reach agree
ment on a definition of aggression, the General A'>sembly, at 
its eleventh session, postponed consideration of the item to 

1 See Official Records of the Gen.eral Assembly, Sixth Ses
sion, Supplement No. 9, para. 59. 

2Jbid., Ninth Session, Supplement No. 9, para. 54. 
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its twelfth session in 1957.3 It correspondingly postponed con
sideration of the draft Code. 

5. In 1957, the General Assembly, by resolution 1186 
(XII) of 11 December 1957, decided to defer temporarily 
consideration of the question of the draft Code until such 
time as the Assembly agreed on a definition of aggression. 

6. In 1967, the General Assembly included in the agenda 
of its twenty-second session an item entitled "Need to ex
pedite the drafting of a definition of aggression in the light 
of the present international situation". The Assembly adopted 
resolution 2330 (XXII) of 18 December 1967, whereby it 
established a new Special Committee on the Question of 
Defining Aggression. 

7. The Secretary-General in his memorandum of 24 Sep
tember 1968 inquired4 of the General Committee whether in 
view of the developments, as described in the preceding para
graphs, it would wish to include in the agenda of the twenty
third session the item on the draft Code. 

8. The General Committee decided that it would be desir
able to include in the agenda of the General Assembly the 
item entitled "Draft Code of Offences against the Peace and 
Security of Mankind" only after a definition of aggression had 
been adopted by the Assembly.5 

3Jbid., Eleventh Session, Annexes, agenda item 8, document 
A/BUR/143, para. 4. 

4Jbid., Twenty-third Session, Annexes, agenda item 8, docu
ment A/BUR/ 171 /Rev.1, para. 4. 

5Jbid., document A/7250, para. 10. 

9. The Special Committee, set up in 1968, in its deter
mination to achieve a definition of aggression, extended an
nually-with the approval of the- General Assembly-its 
mandate into the following year, gradually making progress 
towards achieving the task entrusted to it. In 1974, the Spe· 
cia! Committee finally reached agreement on a definition of 
aggression, adopted a draft and submitted it to the Assembly 
at its twenty-ninth session. The Definition of Aggression was 
adopted by the General Assembly in resolution 3314 (XXIX) 
of 14 December 1974. 

10. The International Law Commission, in its report on 
the work of its twenty-ninth session, referred to the ad
visability of the General Assembly giving consideration to 
the draft Code of Offences against the Peace and Security of 
Mankind, including the possibility of a review by the Com
mission of the draft Code if the General Assembly so wished, 
having regard to the fact that the Definition of Aggression 
had now been approved by the Assembly in resolution 3314 
(XXIX).6 

11. In the light of the above-mentioned developments and 
in accordance with General Assembly resolution 1186 (XII), 
it is appropriate and expedient that the General Assembly 
take up consideration of an item entitled "Code of Offences 
against the Peace and Security of Mankind". 

12. Such a code would be a vital link in the series of 
legal instruments towards a measure of international legal 
order and security, so directly needed in our present state 
of world affairs. 

6Jbid., Thirty-second Session, Supplement No. 10, para. 111. 

DOCUMENT A/32/470 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

1. By a letter dated 9 November 1977 (A/32/ 
247), the representatives of Barbados, Fiji, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Panama, the Philippines and the Syrian Arab 
Republic requested the inclusion in the agenda of the 
thirty-second session of the General Assembly of an 
additional item entitled "Draft Code of Offences 
against the Peace and Security of Mankind". An ex
planatory memorandum accompanied the request. 

2. At its 93rd plenary meeting, on 6 December 
1977, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, decided to include the item 
in its agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

[Original: English] 
[ 15 December 1977] 

3. At its 69th meeting, on 12 December, the Sixth 
Committee agreed that, because of the lack of time, 
consideration of the item should be deferred until the 
thirty-third session of the General Assembly (see 
A/C.6/32/6). 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

4. The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly that the item entitled "Draft Code of 
Offences against the Peace and Security of Mankind" 
should be included in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-third session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/C.6/32/6 

Printed in U.S.A. 

At its 1 05th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1977, the General Assembly 
adopted the recommendation of the Sixth Committee contained in paragraph 4 
of its report (A/32/470) (see decision 32/4417). 

7 Ibid., Supplement No. 45. 
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Letter dated 6 December I 977 from the President of the General Assem- Mimeographed 
bly to the Chairman of the Sixth Committee 
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