








. for their exports, In this comnexion he quoted statlstlcs showing that
exports from the Congo to the United States, which in 1939 had constituted
3.5 per cent of the total exports of the Congo had reached 17 per cent

in 1947. During the same period imports from the United States had risen
B =+ cent Lo 38 per cent of the total imporba.

He then quoted press reports which showed that American enberprises
had obtained large concessiorsin British Guiana, that the Marshall Flan
;ﬁgﬁ heﬂn extended to the parts of Indonesia occupied by the Netherlands,
that American companies had been entrusted with ite "reconstruction"” of
%ﬁﬁt-cduntny, and that most of the foreign capital invested in Indconesia
2 The United States wes manifesting the same expansionist tendencies in

Iatin America. At the Bogotae Conference the United States representativea
had forced upon the representatives of other States the notorious Clayton
doctrine, which enabled the United States to flood the countries of Latin
Americe with its goéds and eliminated all the barriers placed upon the
influx of foreign capital.

By 10 votes to 9 the United States had succeeded in making that
Conference adopt a resolution whereby, the owners, if forelgn enterprises
‘were expropriated ,ghould be immediately and adequately compensated.

Finally, United States monopolies had penetrated into the Near and
Middle East where also they were behaving as if they were the bosses.

All that proved that, in considering the problem of the economic

~ development of under-developed countries and the technical assistance to

‘be glven them, the prevailing political and economical enslavement of those
countries had to be taken into account. Ways and means had therefore to
be found for ensuring their independent political development,

The plan for technical assistance to under-developed countries which
the United States representative had submitted to the eighth session of
the Economic and Social Council really served merely to perpetuate the
‘backwardness of those countries and to strengthen the economic stranglehold
- of American monopolies,

That was inter alia, shown by the fact that the United States represen-
tative denied the importance of industrializing those countries. It was,
‘however, clear that the establishment of national industries would enable
‘the countries concerned to utilize their natural resources rationally, to
ensure full employment for their inhebitants and to raise their standards
of living., The Commission was therefore quite right to emphasize
in paragraph 4 of its report the importance of industrializing under-
developed countries,
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United Nations already had a sufficient number of organs dealing with the
~ economic development of under-developed countries, such as the Economic

~ and Social Council, the Economic and Fmployment Commission, and all the
regional commissions.

Mr. de SELLIERS (Belgium) wished to reply briefly to the reference
mﬂ.a by the Byelorussian representetive to the Belgian Congo. Mr, Smoliar's
charges against the Belgien Government were unfounded. Not only has she
%t exploited the population of the Congo, Belgium had brought order and
- prosperity into that territory. The reason why that apparently irked the
l;_:'_ ;Iﬁilqmssian representative was probably because order and prosperity were
Jmt favourable to the dissemination of his ideas; but the colonial peoples
-*m actually the first to benefit by such a régime.,

His views on the Sub-Commission's report were similar to those of
Mr, Hall, Mr, ILubin and Mr. Ho, who had criticized the text on the
groundﬂ that 1t contained too many generslizations and repeated what had
already been said over and over again,
_Possibly, though, 1t could hardly be otherwise., It was difficult even
~ for one person to meke & complete list of the measures necessary to ensure

the economic development of under-developed countries, It was much more
i difficult for a group of seven or eight persons with different philosophies
and doctrinal positions,
He thought that the working groups or groups of experts suggested by
Mr. TLubin might meet with the same difficulties,

fha momavete pnchlem was, Pirotiytc 40Cils which of Liw dovelopwent

plans were feasible and would give productive results. Secondly, the
- methods of financing those plans should be considered.

The preliminary study should be carried out country by country. Teams
»@i’ syecialists (from FAO or from the International Bank, for instance)
@nnld be sent to each of the countries concerned, to decide on the spot
~ which plans could be carried out with concrete results. Those specialists
might then consult experts from other organizations, in order that the
pmblema they had to solve could be considered from all points of view, -
- Those problems differed from one country to another, and methods of
. asgistance could therefore not be standardized for all countries,
That type of assistance had been proposed by Mr. Rueff two years
_ before. The Commission had waited for its Sub-Commissions to Submit
concrete proposals, and President Truman hed achieved what the Commission
itself should have done by including technical assistance in item 4 of
his inaugural speech,

»
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Commission had criticized the substance of the report and spparently

disagreed with the fundamental policy which was its very essence.
Admittedly it was difficult to make general recommendations

- applicable to all under-developed countries, since there were vast

m:ferences between those countries. That aim could only be achieved by

' a&f& most with a specific geographical region.  The Belgian representative
himself had voiced a similar opinion,

That, however, did not mean that it was unnecessary to agree on the
 fundamental policy to be pursued with regard to under-developed countries.
It was precisely the task of the Sub-Commission on Economic Development
to frame a general policy without getting lost in details,

He was aware that under-developed countries differed from the
, stendpoint of international law: they included independent States, non-
~ Belf-governing territories, trust territories and colonies, That legal
distinction was, however, irrelevant in the economic field, since all the
- countries hed one characteristic in common: their economy was, in a
certain sense, what was commonly called & colonial economy. Since the
Commission was not a legal body, it should be concerned equally with all
under-developed countries, whatever their status in intermational law
might be,

The problem of the economic development of under-developed countries
was at present being widely discussed and given much publicity owing to
its close connexion with item 4 of President Truman's inaugural speech,
The problem was all the more important to members of the Commission
) because the new programme proposed by President Truman was to be ca.rriéd
out under the auspices of the United Nations,

The fundamental question to be settled was whether that type of
colonial economy, with all its undesirable characteristics should be
perpetuated or continued, or would an effort be made to achieve real
‘development which would lead to economic independence. The Commission
~ had clearly expressed its views on that matter in paragraphs 6 (page 8)

and 26 (page 15) of its report. He read the first of those texts and
- observed that he had heard no direct criticisms of that fundamental
policy. Certain members of the Commission had stated, however, that
‘they were not satisfied with the report as a whole. He therefore
wondered 1f their criticisms were not in fact directed against those
fundamental principles. Hence it was important to define clearly the
course which was to be taken,
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cing a series of separate studies, each dealing with a specific country or








