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Re..c..l)Jl1ng its resolution 421104 of 1 j,)l)cember 1981 t by which it proclaimed
1990 as International Literacy Year,

Rec,.;~lli.ng.~l:i.Q that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1/ and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social ~nd Cultural Rights ~/ recognized a~

inalienable the right of every individual to education,

~!n<,;1fl"ll of the fact that the eradication of illit.eracy is one of the paramount
objectives of ~he International Developnlent Strategy for the Third United Nations
Development Decade :)/ anl1 ought to become one for the new stI ategy for the next
Decade,

JI Resolution 211 A (Ill).

fl Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

3/ Resolution 35/56, annex.
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ImPbAsiaing ~hat widespread illiteracy. especially in many developing
councries. seriously hinders the process of economic and social development and the
cultural and spiritual advancement of society.

c..o.nY.ln.C..ft12 that literacy. especially functional literacy and adequate
education. represent an indispensable element for development and the harnessillg of
science, technology and human resources for economic and social ~rogre:is•

.!.;.onfi12o.nt that International Literacy Year will offer El unique opportuni ty for
mobilizing efforts at the national. regional and international l&vels in combating
illiteracy.

Welcoming the Prograff.~e for the International Liter~cy Year prepared by the
United Nations Edu~ationa1. Scientific and Cultural Organization,

R~~~gDlz1Dg that the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization has assumed the role of lead organization fo. International Literacy
Year.

1. Hotn....lf.ith.. -='-O.t.~~_<,;1.h.'O the clImmendable work dono by the United Nations
Educational, Sctenti!ic and Cultural Organization and its Director-General to
ensure adequate preparation for International Liter·acy Year,

2. Comm.QD" those Governments that have established natior.al committees or
similar structures for International Literacy Year and launch~d national programmes
aimed at meeting the Objectives of the Year,

3. f;JU>BU'§lULJ tJl oPP+..(tC.iOt1.QD to the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system for their contribution to the
preparation of the YearJ

4. N..Qt.e.lLl'!l.t.b... llatlllfD~tjQJ\ the active involvement. of many non-gov Hnmentc.sl
organizations in proparatory ~ctivitie! for International Literacy Year. in
particular the establishment of the Intern~tiona1 Task Force for Literacy,

5. ~~l~QmQ~ the convening of the World Conference on Education for All to be
held in Thailand in March 1990 under the joint Rponsorship of the TTnitec Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. the United Nations Development
Programme. the t'ni ted NationR Children I s Fund aud the World BankJ

6. In'ilt.fHI Member States, special ized agenc ies and other orgc.mization~ of
the United Nations sys~am and relevant intergove('nmental and non-governmental
organizations to take appropriate measures with a view to achieving the objectivos
of Internationftl Literacy Year1

7. ~bQJDyj,tes Governments, that have not yet done so to work out. a
programme of measures for enhancing literacy and fu~ctional literacy for the periOd
up to the year 2000 along the line of tho United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization Plan of Action for the eradication of illiteracy by the
year 2000,
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8. Appeals to Governments, economic and financial organizations and
institutions, both national and international, to lend financial and material
support to local, national and regional initiatives to promote literacy,

9. ReguIstA the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization to give wide publicity to the activities and measures to be undertaken
during the Year,

10. A.l.a.2--Ut.S.l!O..l.tD the Secretary-General to submit a report on the
implementation of the programme for International Literacy Year to the General
Assembly at its forty-sixth sessior. through the Economic and Social Council,

11. Q~~iQ~~ to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-sixth session
an it.em entitled "International Literacy Year".
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