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1. At itR 38th meeting, on 10 Nov91\tber 1989, the Sixth Committee adopted, without
a vote, draft resolution ~/C.6/44/L.5. A statement of programme budget
impllcations of the draft. resolution was before the Commit.tee in document
A/C.6/44/L.8.

2. Under the terms of operative paragraphs 5 and 6 of draft resolution
A/C.6/44/L.~ the General Assembly would:

(a) Decide that an international conference of plenipotentiaries would be
~onvened at Vi~nna from 8 to 26 April 1991 to consider tha draft Convention on the
Liability of Operators of Transport Terminals in International Trade 1/ prepared by
the Commission and to embody the results of its work in an int.ernational convent.ion;

(b) Request the Secretary-Generalz

(1) To invite all States t~ participate in the conference;

tii) To invite representatives of organizations that had received a standing
invitation from the General Assembly to participate in the sessions and
the work of all international conferent'~s convened under its auspices in
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the capacity of observers to participate in the conference in that
capacity in accordance with Assembly resolutions 3237 (~IX) of
22 November 1974 and 31/152 of 20 December 19761

(iii) To invite representatives of the national liberation movements recognized
in ita region by the Organization of African Unity to participate in the
conference in the capacity of observers in accordance with General
Assembly resolutjon 3280 (XXIX) of 10 December 19741

(iv) To invite the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy
Agency, as well as interested organs of the United Nations and interested
international organizations, to be represented at the conference by
observers.

B. Relationship of reguests to proposed programme of work

3. The activities proposed fall under chapter 3, "International justice and law",
programme 5, "Progressive harmonization and unification of the law of international
trade", of the medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 as revised. 1/ Provision
has been made under section 26, "Legal activities", of the proposed pr<..qramme
budget for the biennium 1990-1991 1/ for the substantive servicing of me'9tings as
outlined in programme element 1.2, "Substantive servicing of meetings", under
progrwnme 5, "Progressive harmonization ~~d unification of the law of intornational
trade", which is carried out by the International Trade Law Branch.

C. Activities by ~ch the reguests would be impleme~

4. Should the General Assembly adopt draft resolution A/C.6/44/L.5, the
international conference of plenipotentiaries would be convened at Vienna from 6 to
26 April 1991. The conferlll\ce would require the provision of interpretation in the
six official languages of the General Assembly. The schedule of meetings would
provide for three meetings a day throughout the three weeks' duration. There would
be 150 pages (7 documents) of pre-session documentation, 235 pages (100 docunlents)
oC in-session documentation aud 20 pages (1 document) of post-session documentation
to be issued in the six official languages of the Assembly. In conformity with
paragraph 8 oC Assembly resolution 31/14 C of 16 November 1982, by which the
Assembly authorized the provision of summary recox'ds for legal codification
conferences, the conference would be entitled to summary records.

D. Additional ~eijuirement§ at full cost

5. Th~ related conference-servicing requirements are estimated on ~ full-cost
basis at $1,635,200, broken down as followsl
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I. Pn-se u1un.QQcumentA.UO-n
(150 pages of 7 documents in A, C, E, F, R, S)

I I • MtUlU ng. I tlr.Y.iting
(Interpretation: A. C, E. F, R, S)

I I I. In.:::.5.u.llWl-dQ..C.WTlentation
(235 pages of 100 documents in A, C, E. F, R, S)

I V• fQ.a.t.:se ss i gn ....d.o.CWIWlt.A.tinn
(20 pages of 1 document in A. C, E. F, R, S)

V. SummDr~_reco[d§

(45 meetings: A, C, E, F, R, S)

197 800

289 300

330 700

26 300

190 900

Total ~S 200

6. The above cost estimates arA uased on the assumption that no rart of the

<lanference-servicing requirementb would be met from within the permanent

conference-servicing capacity under section 29 of the proposed programme budget and

that additional resources would be required for temporary assistance for meetings.

The extent to which the Organization's permanent capacity needs to be supplemented

by temporary assistance resources can only be det~rmined in the light of the

proposed calendar of conference~ for 1990-l991. Howaver, as indicated in

paragraph 29.5 of thtlt proposed prograrnr"e budget, .41 the 1990-1991 level of

resources for temporary ~ssistance far meetings was estimatod on the b~sis of

previous experience to accommodate not only meet.ings wh; ch wore px"ogrammed but also

l\dditional meetings. In other words, provision was made in t.he proposed programme

budget not only for meetings known at the tim~ of budget preparation but also for

Ilwetings that would b~ authorized subsequently, provided that the nwnber and

di.stlibution of meetings and confluences in the biennium 1990-1991 wau consistent

wi 1..1 the pattern of meetings in the paf't years. On that basis, it. is estimated

I.llnt 110 i'iddit.ional cost. would be in~urred under sect.ion 29 of t.he proposed

))loqramme budget for the bienniwn 1990-1991 as a result 01 the adoption of draft

IPladution A/C.6/44/L.5.

7. In addit.ion to the above conference-servicing cost.s, additional costs of

$20.200 would arise for travel and subsistence of the Legal Counsel ($3,100) and of

It!)lltHamtatives ($17.100).
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G. ~Qnt1ngency fund

8. No provision has been made i~, the proposed programme budget for the biennium
1990-1991 to provide for the travel and subsistence costs of $20,200 indicated in
paragraph 6 above.

9. It will be recallad that, under the procedure established by the General
Assembly in its resolution 41/213 of 19 December 1986 and in effect starting with
the biennium 1990-1991, a contingency fund is established for each biennium to
accommodate additional expendituI'es derived from legislative mandates not provided
for in the proposed programme budqat.. Under the same procedure, if additional
expenditures are proposed that exceed resuurces available from the contingency
fund, these activities can be implemented only through redeployment of resources
from low-priority areas or modif\cations of projected activities. Otherwise, such
additional activities will have to be deferred until a later biennium. A
consolidated statement of all programme budget implications and revised estimates
will be submitted to the Assembly lo..... ards the end of the curren", session.

10. The Secretary-General has considered the possibility of curtailing the travel
undertaken by the staff of the Int$rnational Trade Law Branch in connection with
their attendance at sessions of working and study groups at locations other than
Vienna referred to in paragraph 26.11 of the proposed progr.amme budget for the
1990-19Q1 bienniwm, in order to offset the additional costs relating to the travel
and subsistence of the Legal Counsfll aad representatives. In the event that the
additional resources required cannot be financed from the contingency fund, it
would be the intention of the Secretary-General to reduce the attendance of staff
at sessions of working and study 9rou~s from a total of 12 to 8 weeks and to
redeploy the resources thus made available to meet th~ travel and subsistence
requirements that would arise from the adoption of draft resolution A/C.6/44/L.S.

Notes

1/ QUkJ...l:'1.._.R.ttc.o..rQ6._Q.Ltb.e..J~tH1Q.Ull.....&isembly, rJU_ty~ession,

SIAPP_~emmt.._.li~_1.7 (A/44/17), annex I.

~/ Itti..Q., l'hi.d.Y..:-:6ey.en..t.!LSJ~..s.sj ..Qn, SlAPplement N.o..I-.-6. (A/3716 and Corr.1).

III Ibi..d., RElct. 29.
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