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The meeting was catteti to order at 10.20 a.m.

STATEMENT BY THE CHA IR~AN

!h!...CHAIRMA.'\I (interJ:>retation from SJ:>anish) I I should like at the outset

to extend a warm welcome to all delegations QarticiQatinCl in the First Committee at

the current session. I also take this opportunity to express my Qrofound

appreciation to all Member States for the honour and privilege thev have conferred

upon me and my country by electinCl me as Chairman of this august body. I thank you

all most warmly and sincerely for the confidence that you have placed in me.

'[ should also like to express my heartfelt gratitude to Ambassador 'Ives

Fortier, Permanent ReQresentative of Canada, for graciously nominating me for the

position of Chairman of the First Committee. I request him to kindlY convey, on

behalf of the Committee and on my own behalf, our sincerest gratitude to my

predecessor, Ambassador J ames Douglas Roch e, for the sk ilful and effect ive manner

in wh icr he Qresided over our Qroceedin9s last year, as well as for his s i9ni tican t

contribution to the results achieved by our Committee at the forty-third sessio'l of

the General Assembly.

-------------
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As r undertake mv new responsibilities it is aratifvina for me to know that I

can count on the co-operation and support of all members of this Committee, as well

as on the valuable knowledqe, exper ience and competence of the

Under-Secret:arv-General for Disarmament Affairs, Mr. Yasushi Akashi, the

Under-Secretarv-General for Political and Security Council AffairR,

Mr. Vasiliy Safronchuk, and the Secretary of the ~irst Comnittee,

Mr. Sohrab Kheradi, and his colleaques in the Secretariat, who will contribute to

the successful completion of our work.

For my part, in keepinq with the trust you have placed in me I intend to

discharqe mv responsibilities with the firm determination to ensure that our

business is conducted efficientlY and that our endeavours meet with suocess.

ELEC'rION OF THE VICE-CHAIRMEN AND THE RAProRTEUR

TheCHAIRrttAN (interpretation from Spanish): Before proceedinq to the

first item on our aaenda, that is, the election of th e Commi ttee' s vice-Cha irmen

and Rappor teu r, I shoul d lik e to dr aN th e Commi ttee' s atten tion to th e deds ion

taken by the General Assemblv at its 1935th meetina on 22 Reptemher 1971,

concerninq the proc:eoure for the election of officers of the Main Committees.

Accorninq to the terms of that dee is ion, the nomina tion of candida tes should be

1 imited to one s ta temen t for each candida te, after wh ich the Conuni ttee should

immediately proceed to the election. The Committee will, therefore, follow that

procedure today.
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Mr. BAYART (MonqoliA)\ Allow me firRt of all to conqratulate vou, Sir,

most warmly on your unanimous and well-deserveti election as Chairman of the First

Committee. My deleqation i~ convinced that with your wealth of experience, your

knowlel1qe and competence in disarmament: and international security matters you will

conduct our work in a hiqhlv effective manner and that the Committee will achieve

substantial results. I assure vou, Sir, of mv de1eQation's support and

co-operation in this endeavour.

Mav I take this oPpOrtunity to express mv de1eqation's appreciation and

Qratitude to your predecessor, Ambassador DouQlas Roche of Canada, for his

dedicated service rendered to the Committee last year. In mv capacity as one of

the Vice-Chairmen I shared his important duties and Qreatlv benefited from his

experience and neQotiatinq skillc;. Let me alqo express our thanks to the then

Vice-Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Victor Ratiouk of the Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic, and the Rapporteur Mr. Virqil10 Reyes of the Philippines.

I now have pleasure in submittinq the candidature of Mr. Mohamed Nabil Fahmy

of Eqypt for the pas t of Vice-Chairman. Rorn in New Yor k in January 1951,

Mr. Fahmv qraduated from the American University in Cairo in 1974 with the deQree

of Bach e1ar of. Sc ience in phys iCB and ma th ema ti cs and then, in 1976, her eceiveo a

Master of Arts oeQree in manaqement from the same University. From

February 1974 to March 1976 he worked as Political Officer in the Cabinet of the

Secretarvof the President for External Communications and in the Cabinet of the

Vice-President of EQVpt. In 1976 Mr. Fahmv ioined the ForeiQn Ministrv of his

country and until 1978 wa:; the Political Officer in the Cahinet of the Deouty Prime

Minist~r and Minister for Foreiqn Affairs. From 1978 to 1982 Mr. Fahmv served at

the Eqvptian Miss ioo to the Un i ted Na tionn in Geneva and worked as thp.

representative to the Conference on Disarmament, the International TJabour
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Orqanisation anr'l other ~per.ializer'l aqenr.ies. In 1982 Mr. Fahmy rp-turned to his

country and beaan work in the Ministrv for Foraion Affairs and International

OrQanizations Department, where his responsibilities included the Mi"rHe East,

Pales tine, disarmament, and peaceful nuclear enerQV issues. From 1986 until today

Mr. Fahmv has served as Couns ell or a t the Eqypt ian t.\iss ion to the Un Hed Na Hons in

New York and he was a member of the Eqyptian deleqation to the forty-first,

forty-second and forty-third sessions of the General Assemblv and representative to

the First and Special Political Committees. He W'," also a member of the 'E'.ayptian

deleqation to numerous General AsselTbly sessions and interqovernmental conferences,

particularly meetinqs on international security, disarmament and nuclear issues and

the Middle East, and the S~cond arid Third Re',dew Conferences of th.! Parties to the

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Uniter'l Nations Conference

for the Promotion of In terna t ional Co-opera tion in th e Peaceful Us es of Nucl ear

Enerqv, Rapporteur of the Committee on Principles, the General Conferenc~ of the

International Atomic Enerqy AQency, and neqotiations on the second disenqaqement

aOl'eement between Eqypt rind Israel.

Be~rinq in mind all those superb qualifiCAtions I belip. ... e that Mr. Fahmv is

well qualified to be a Vice-Chairman of the rirst Committel'! and I therefore

nominate h lm for elect ion to that pas to
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The CHAmt.\AN (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the representative

of Monaolia for the nomination of Mr. Mohamed Nabil Fahmv of EqVpt to the post of

Vice-Chairman. I thank him also for his kind remarks addressed to me. I wish to

convey to him th e Committee's apprecia tion for h is invaluable con tr ibu Hen to the

work of the Committee in his capacity as Vice-Chairman durinq last year's session.

I would also take th is opportunity to underscore the excellent work he did as

Chairman of the Ad Hoc Commi ttee of the Conference on Disarmament.

There beinq no other nomination I shall take it that, in accordance with

rule 103 of the rules of procedure and in keepino with established practice, the

COlllllittee wishes to dispense with the vote bv secret ballot and to declare

Mr. Mohamed Nabil Fahmv elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by acclamation.

Mr. Mohamed Nabil Fahmy (Eayptl was elected Vice-Chairman of the First

Conuni ttee by a cclama tion.

Mr. OGRYZKO (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from

Russ ian): I have asked to speak to out forward a candidate for the post of

Vice-Chairman, but first of all I should like to conqratulate you most warmly, Sir,

on your election to the hiQh and responsible post of Chairman of the First

Commi ttee and to wish you every success in the carrvino out of your comolex tasks

durinq the fortv-fourth session of the General Assemblv. I express the hope that

under your quidance and with the active and positive participation of all merrbers

of the Committee, we shall be able bv the end of the session to reaister prOQress

in the First Committee's multilateral efforts aimed at the implementation of

concrete disarmament measures.

While expressinq our best wishes for your success, I am convinced also that

many merrbers of th e Commi ttee are s ti 11 mindful of the example set bv your
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predeoessor, Mr. noualas Roehe, who ~urina the previous session clearly prov~ that

sincere and firm a~her.ence to the cause of rHsarmament ~outd be crOttlneri with

success even in situations that seem to he without: issue. I shoulrt like the

representative of Canada in our Committee to be so kinrt as to transmit the qeneral

feelina of aratitude and enthusiasm felt, I am sure, bv many members of the First

Committee who had the pleasure of workinQ unrier the aui~anee of Ambar:sador Roehe, a

tireless fiqhter for ~isarmament with a view to strenqthenina Qeneral security.

Thank s to h i8 effor ts, many impor tan t r esol u tio ns "'er e atiopteri bV cons ens us.

The present session, as yOU quite ju.CJt:ly noterl, Mr. Chairman, is startina in

much more propitious circumstances. We must take full advantaqe of the

opportunities offered by these conditions to ensure qreater securitv at a lower

1 evel of armaments.

Even in a vear of bumper crops, one has ~.o work hard to ach ieve results. In

order not to let this chanoe slip awav, w~ must all work lona and harrt, eont>inina

our efforts unrier your leartership, Rir, and that of the Bureau heatied bv you.

I have the honour to nominate for the POSt of Vioe-Chairman of. the FirRt

Corranittee at the forty-fourth session of the General Asseni>lv the representative of

the 1 slam ic Republic of 1 ran, th e Couns el of th e Permanent Miss ion of I r an at th e

Uniteti Nations Office in Goneva, Mr. Hassan MashharU.

Mr. MashharJ1 has for many veat's taken part in the ~onsideration of questionA

relatina to fre .. ina the international ooll'\munitv from the burden of excessive

armaments. Our deleaa tion, like others in the First Committee, often had occae ion

to co-operate with Mr. Mashhadi, who since 1986 haR headed the deleaation of 'Iran

in the First Committee. I am convinced that you, Mr. Chairman, also haci an

OPpOrtunity of co-operat1na with Mr. Mashhadi in Geneva durina the work of the

Conferunce on DisarlMment. ",r. Mashhadi hac; taken part in its activities since
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1985. In th e recent pas t, he has heen Cha irman of th e Gen Sll8 nie armament

Conference and Chairman of its Group of 21, and he took part in the work of the

international conference on dlemical weapons in January this vear in Paris.

Mr. Maehhani's previous niDlomatic ~ct.ivitieEl and our experience in personal

contacts with him assure us that our colleaauEt fullY possesses the enerav of youth,

the mature experience of the active participant in multilateral diplomatic

DroceRae~, anti devoted adherence to the purposes anti Drinciplee of the Uniteti

Na t ions Char ter •

I consir'ler that the canniciacv of Mr. Ma:"lhhadi ¥,ully meets the rHfferent and

comph))( requirements for members of the Rureau. I have the Drivileae of takinq

this oDpOrtunitv to ask all melTbers of the First Committeo to suppOrt the proposal

for the election of "'r. HasFlan Mashhatii as Vice-Chairman.

The CHAIRt.\AN (interpretation from Spanish) I I thank the representative

of the Ukra in ian Roviet Social ist Repuhlic for the nomina tion of

Mr. Ha.c:lsan Mashhadi of the Islamic ReDublic of Iran for election to the post of

Vice-Chairman. I Ghoulrt like to thank him also ~or the k inrJ words he addresseti to

me. I should like him to convey the Committ~ela appreciation of the outatRndina

contribution of Ambasnac\or Victor 8atiouk to the work of the Committee in his

capacity as Vice-Chairman durina the fortv-thirri aeaGion.

Rince therp is no other nomination, I ~hall take it that in accordance with

rule 103 of the rules of proceriure anQ in keepina with establiRhed practice, the

Corrmitt()~ oncp. aQain wish~ tn tiil'lpense with the vote bv necret ballot ann to

rier.lare Mr. Hasnan MashhacH p.lecteQ Vice-Chairman of the First Committee bv

acr.lam.'l tion.

Mr. Hasl'l"'n Ma~hha(H (Islt\mir:: Repuhlic f)f Iran) wae elected Vice-Chair.man of

the F ir!'l t Comm i Hee by ace la"'" lion.
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'rhe CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Span ish): I wish to express to the two

Vio9""Chairmen my sinoere and warmest oonQratulat:ions on the well-<'leserved honour

that has been conferred upon them and a13sure them that they shall enjoy my complete

oonfidenoe an<'l oo-operation as 'o'1e endeavour 101ntly to <'lischarQe the

ref3Ponsiblliti~R entrusted to UBI

Mr. REYES (Phil ippines) (interpretation from Span ish): Firet of all 'I

should like to expreDS the Philippine deleQation1a most sincere oonQratulations to

'lou, Sir, on your unanimous election to the chairmanship of the First Committee.

In view of the 10nQ-stan<'linQ friendship and fraternity between our two countries,

you may be assured of our complete support in the discharqe of your

respon~libilities as ClalOlirman. I wish also to conQratulate the two Vic9""Chairmen on

the1r election. Lastly, I wish to express my best wishes to the Secretariat and in

particular to Mr. Kheradi, whose assistance is of qreat value to our work.

In my capacity as RapPClrteur of the Committee at the forty-third session of

the Gen eral Ass emb1y and follow inq a wel l-eetabl iehed tracH tion, it is my honour

and privil~Qe to nominate Mr. r)imitrins PlatiA, First Secretary of the Permanent

Mission of Greece to the Unite" Nat1o.1s in New York, as Rapporteur of the Fimt

Committee.

Rorn in 19%, Mr. PlatiR attenden the University of Athens, where he obtained

his deQree in political ~cienceA in 1978 ann a deqre~ in law in 1980. He waR

Attache in 1981 and Third Secret.HY in 1983. In the latter pOst he served in the

oiplomatic cabinet of the PrE'Ainent of the Republic. In Februarv 1986 he waR

prolOOted to Second Ser;retarv in the Department of international Economic Aqencies

of the Ministry of Foreiqn Affairs. In }\uQust 1987 he was assiqneti to the

Permament Mission of Greece to the United NationR, where he nOo'l works on

diRarmament affairs ann T~eqal Committee afhirc;. In 1988 he was prol1Oted to the

post of First Secretary.
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From 1985 to 1987 he parlitJipated as a member in meetinqe of international

economic agencies such as the General AQreement on Tariffs and Trade and the Uniteci

Nations Conference on Trade anrl Development and 31so in the preparation and final

adoDtion of the aQreement aQainst maritime terrorism which took place in Rome and

London under the supervision of the International Maritil'l'e Orqanization. In

addition to his native lanQuaqe, Mr. Platis speaks Enqliah, French and Italian.

BearinQ all of these qualifications in mind, I would ask the representatives

unanimously to act'3ept the candidature of Mr. Platis as Rapporteur of the First

COl'l'flli tee and to place in him th eir complete confiJence for their work that wi 11 be

ass iqneci to him.

The CHAIRMAN (interpr3tation trom Spanish) s I thank the representative

of the Philippines for the nomination of Mr. Dimitrios Platis to the post of

Rapper teur of the First Conmi ttee.

I ahouldalso like to thank hiclI for thekinciwords ia~ acidressed tome. I am

certain that I am exoressina the sentiments of the entire r.\embership of! the

Committee when I offer our th,"~s to him for the task he so ably performed as

Rapporteur at the fortv-third session of the General Assembly.

The representative of the PhilipoineR has nominateri Mr. Platis to the pest of

Rapporteur of the First Committee. As there are no other nominations, I shall take

it that the Committee wishes ao before to dispense with the vote by secret ballot

and to declare ft1r. Platis electeci Rapporteur of the First Committee by acolamation.

Mr. Dimitriog PlatiA (Greece) was electeo RappOrteur of the First Committee by

acclama tion.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): '[ wish to express rnv warmost

conQrat1llations to the reprcsent;stive of Greece IJpon his election ae Rapporteur of

the First Committec. '[ 1nvite him now to take t.he Dlace reeen JO for him at the

podium.
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I wiBh to draw the attention of memhers of the Committee to rule 110 of the

rules of prooetiure of the General Assembly, which reads as fOUC74ISl

"Conaratu la t ions to the Officers of 11 Ma in Commi ttee sha 11 not be

expressed eH.cept by theChairlMn of the Dreviaus session - or, in his absence,

by a member of his deleaation - after alt the officers at! the Committee have

been el ect ed. 11

I woulti like to r<:quest that this rule be respected and that it be applied today

an~ from now on. I should be personally Qrateful to representatives if they would

cHnpense with the cU9tomary conaratulatory words at the beqinnina of their

s ta tamen tB.

1 now Qive the floor to the representative of Canada, who will speak on behalf

of Ambassador James DouQlas ~che, Chairman of the First Committee at the

forty-third session of the General AssemblY:

Mrs. MASON (Canada): At t.he outset I wish not only to conaratulate you,

Sir, on aasuminq our chairmanship but also to thank you, both personallY for your

kind worns of welcome and on :. ··11alf of Ambassador Roche, wt.-ose privileqe it ,'!8S to

servo as Chairman of the First COlMllt:.tee at the forty-th ird sesFJion of the General

Assemb ly.

As we all know, Amoast3ador Tavlhardat is currently Venezuela's Ambassador to

the Of.f.icp. of the Un! ten Na Hons anrl the specialized aaencies in Geneva. He is

alflo Venezuela's representative to the Conference on Disarmament, where he has

served wi th areat rHs tinction for more than ten Years. In arMi tion, he has

accumutated considerable eH.Pertise in multilateral neaotiations throuah his

participation at more than 20 reaular ann special sessions of the GenerlSl Assentlty

and in many other borlie£l such a.'3 the Ronrd of Gov(~rnors of the International Atomic

Enerqy Aqencv, the United Nations Inc'luF3trial nevelopment OrQanization, and a nurrber

of multilateral conferences. He haD also served his country in a variety of other
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diplomatic positioM, inctudil"lQ those of 1\rrt>assador to Haiti, Cuba and the European

Eoonomic Community. He iA also", h iahlv respected scholar in law and international

relations. As Ambassador ForHer noted on 19 September last, when he had the

honour to nominate Ambassador TaYlharr!at for the POI!ition of Chairman of the First

Committee, it is our deep conviction that Ambassador Tavlhardat brinqs an

outstandina colttlination of expedence and tIllent to this important position.

In this, my first statement in the COlMlittee, t shall not present the kinti of.

detailed repart on the work that was carried out here last year \tklich the retirinQ

Chairman tratiitionally delivers. I was not present ano I do not think it would be

appropriate for me to attempt to do 90 in Ambassador Roche's place. Nevertheless,

there are a fStl comments that I would like to make at this meetinQ.

First of all, please be assured of mv own readiness and that of the Canadian

deleqation to provide yOU, Mr. Chairman, with all possible assistance and

co-operation as yOU fu t£1 1 vour impor tant mandate.

t also wish Rinoerelv to conQratulate Mr. Pt10hameti Nabil Fahmv of. EQypt and

Pt1r. Hassan Mashhac:U of the Is tl'1\ir: ReDublic nf I ran on their election as

Vir:e-Chairmen. Similarly, I conaratulate Mr. Dimitrios Platis of Greece, who has

been elected Rapporteur of our Committee.

I woulrl also like to take this opportunity, on behalf nf Ambassador Roche, to

express his qratitude to all the members of the Committee for their active

participation in, and F.ubstantial contributinns to, its work and deliberations at

the fortv-th ird sess ion. The ir CO-ODera tion prov~ parHcu lar lv effective in

hetpinQ him, as Chairman, achieve at leant some of those obiectives which, in his

first substantive statement last year, he set out aA tarQets, basP.rl on the

intensive preparatory consult... tions that he had helo earlier with many of the

individual represent"tives of Member States.
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I know Ambassador Roche would also wish me to express his areat apprecia tion

for the assistance which he received from members of the United Nations Secretariat

an", in particular, the Committee Secretary, Mr. t<heradi, for the very able wa.y in

which he aided Ambassador Rochtl in his functions as Chairman. All Mr. t<heradi's

Secretariat colleaauee joined him in providinq the valuable assistance an"

unfa 11 ina co-operation without wh ich it would not have \:)een pass ible for

Ambassador t«>che to chair the Committee effectively. I should also add that I

shall be very pleased to convey to Ambassador Roche t',he kind words of praiRe and

thanks tha t have been extended to him here todav.

This year the First: Committee is beqinninq its work in an atmosphere once

aQain imbued with hope, one in which past: confrontation continues to Qive way to

dialoaue, and in which concerted actions in ~ number of foruns are leadina to

specific \mprovements in world security.

We can draw encouraaement from the continuina neqotiations between the two

super-Powers in the field C)f the reduction of nuclear strateQic arms, anci in other

areas as well. Moreover, the ~C)ncrete anci verifiable 8Qreel1l6"ts conclucied in 1986

amol1Q the 35 participants in the Stockholm Conference on Confidence- anci

SecuritY-8uildinQ Measures and Disarmament in Europe, have nC7tt1 led to the current

neQotia tioM in VienM on conven tiona 1 force reductions anti further confidence- and

security-buildina measures.

The cor.t:inuina proaress beinq ach ieved by the Geneva Conference on Disarmament

espe<:ially in the fielci of chemical weapons, is also to be welcomed. We are now

closer than ever to the "evelopment of a convention banninQ chemical weapOns. The

two special conferences hel" th is year, that in Par is in ,lanuarv an" that more

recently in Canberra, have had, and will have, C'ln extremely important and pl)sitive
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impact in th is work. Our thanks are due to France and to Aus tral ia for their

ilftDOr tan t roon tr ibu tio ns.

Ourina the forty-fourth session the First Committee will aQain be takinq UP

what we all recoqnize as comDlex issues relating to rUsarmament and international

secur ity.
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Once aqain we must make every pOSD ible effort to carry out th is task

constructively, so as to further our shared objective of the eventual achievement

of qeneral and complete disarmament lmder effective in terna tional con tro1. In th is

process Canada will oon tinue, as in pas t yea rs, to work for real istic approaches to

arrrs control and disarmament issues which complenH~nt and build on related

developments in other forums, keepinq in mind in particular the desirability of

achievinq consensus wherever possible. Canada was especially qratified by the

spirit of co-operation from all reqional qroups which Ambassador Ru~ne, as

Chairman, experienced at the forty-third session the General Assemblv, and we hope

that a similar business-like atmosphere and willinqness to compromise will prevail

under your guidance, Mr. Chairman.

ay the time the work of the General Assembly at its forty-third session had

closed, the First Committee hnd not only adopted 74 resolutions ann 1 decision, but

it had also aqreed on a stronq tetter reaffirminq its support f~r the work of the

Department for Disarmament Affa irs and the need for it to have adequa te s ta ff to

enable it to carry out proper 1 . its increasinqly heavy responsibilities. Of the

resolutions that were adopted in this Committee last year, 29 were by consensus, a

further significant advance over the forty-second session of the General Assembly,

and one which represented a continuinq improvement in our ability to harmonize our

v iewpo in ts •

I mention th is fact, in par ticular, because it was one of Canada's object ives,

as Cha ir of the First Commi !:tee last year, to ach ieve aQr eement on texts to the

Qreatest extent posoible. Another of our obiectit.res was to reduce the number of

competinq resolutions on certain of our topicR, either throuqh merqer or by the

withdrawal of alternative versions, wherever that was pOssible. In that liqht,

Ambassador Roche had, with qeneral aqreement, made chanqe; in the methods of work

of the Commi ttee so as to allOil somewhat mol' e time for consultations and
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neqotiations. We very much hope that, as our Chairman at this session, you will

continue the efforts to rationalize our work, so that we may be able to make the

most productive use of our time here in New York.

In closinq, let me aqain pledae our fullest co-operation and assistance,

Mr. Ch" irman, in the fulf ilment of your manda tee

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of the officers of

the Committee, as well as on my own behalf, I thank the representative of Canada,

Ambassador peqqV Mason, for her kind and qenerous words addr essed to the

Vic~Cha irmen, the Rappor teur and mys elf. It is a source of qr ea t sa tisfact ion to

me that she has plQ(iqed her deleqation's continuous co-operation anti support to the

officers of the Committee in the performance of our dutieR.

I nGl call upon th e r epres en ta tive of Eqypt, Mr. Mohamed Nab 11 Fahmy, who has

been elected as one of th e Vice-Cha irmen of the F irat Comm! t tee.

Mr. FAHMY (Eqypt): First of all, r woulti like to express mv qratitude,

and that of mv country, to the members of the First Committee for havinq electeo me

Vice-Cha irman of th is Commi tt···· upon the qracious nomination of Ambassanor Bayar t

of Monqolia, whose kind words are sincerely ano warmly apprp.~iaten. I interpret

the support vou have shGln bv this action as a reaffirmation of vour faith in

Eqypt's comml.tment to disarmament, ano this will no doubt encouraqe us to carry out

our eff.or ts wi rh rene.o1ed 'J iql)ur and r:1etermination.

'rhe international community i5 tooay in a state of transition, from oecades of

confrontation and conflict to a future which will, we hope, be characterized by

dialoque, the peaceful settlement of rHsputel'l, and intern,'\tional co-operation. Anv

period of transition is diff.icult, part.i.cularly one in which chanqe in so manifest,

widespread, and concurrent throuqhollt many rHfferent reQions in the worlrl, with

their diverse cultures, il'lterentl'l and concernl'l. tn these circumstances, the

challenqes before us here and the responFI ibilitie8 c)f the First Committee durinq
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this session loom larQer, inasmuch as they have a qreat bearinq on the success of

th e war 10 commun i ty IS eftor ts to plan for a fu tur e in wh ich peace, prosper i ty and

equality prevail. The positions taken here, and the results of our work will no

doubt be an indication of whether we are truly committed to co-operatinQ and

workinq toqether, a commitment which we believe is a prerequisite for the success

of our endeavour s.

With these increased responsibilities, Mr. Chairman, mv deleqation is

particularly pleased to see YOU prooidinQ over our Committee. Your countrylA

lonq-stanoinQ commitment to the WaLk of this OrQanization, and your extensive

personal experience in both multilateral and hilateral diplomacy, includinQ the

specific areas of international security and disarmament, are widely recoQnized and

appreciated. On a personal note, I would add that I have had the pleasure of

knOt/inQ and workinq with YOU for almost a decade, and I am honoured to do so nOt.'

aQain.

I vlould also like tn convey my conqratulations to Mr. Hassan Mashhac1i of the

Islamic Republic of Iran and t Mr. Dmitris Platis of Greece - both of whom I have

worked with and have kno.o1n quitp. we:ll over the past few Years - on their election

to the po~ ts of Vice-Cha irman and Rapporteur of th is Commi ttee, r espectivelv. I

shall l,%rk cHliqently with you, Mr. Chairman, and the other menbers of the Bureau,

with the quidance of Under-Recretary-General VaRiliy Rafronchuk, anrt

Under-Recretary-General Aka~hi, .,nd of course with the assistance of our very able

Secrp.tary, Mr. Kheradi., in order to make our procee<'HnQs as efficient ann

successful as possible.

Thp. CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Roan i~h): I thank the representative

of EQVPt, Vice-Chuirman of the Fir~t Committee, for his kinn words addressed to me,
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anl! I fully reciprocate those sei-;-.iments. I am very qrateful that I can count on

his valuable assist-ance and co-o~eration in the work that lies ahel:l11 of us.

I n(JII call on the representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran,

Mr. Hassan Mashhadi, who has also bEten elected Vice-Chairman of the First Commi ttee.

Mr. MASHHADI (Islamic Republic of Iran): The questions dealt with in the

First Committee are amonq the most important, affectinq as they do the very

existence of mankind. ! therefore de«.llT1 it a qreat honour to be elected as

Vice-Chairman of this Committee. I would like to thank the menbers of the First

Conmittee who elected me upon the k inl1 nomination bV the representative of the

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Mr. Vlariimir Oaryzko, to this hiqh oosition.

I am very qrateful for the confidence placed in the deleqation of the Islami.c

Recublic of I ran and I would lik e to assure all mell'b ere that I sha 11 do evervth inq

in my power to contribute to the successful and fruitful discussion of matters

pertainina to disarmament and international security allocated to our Committee at

the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly.

Allow me, Mi.'. Chairman, t·) conaratulate you warmly on your election to this

valuable and commendable post. It aives me areat pleasure to see YOU chairina our

work in this Committee. Your professional and personal qualities, as well as \,our

wealth of experience and kl\owledqe of the subject of our work, have made you an

exr:ellent". candidate for this post. You have ahly led the Venezuelan deleqation in

the Conference on Disarmament at Geneva in the past and in 1988 I had the pleasure

of wor k lna under your wise qU idance in the Ad Hoc Commi ttee on the prevention of an

arms race in outel' spar:e. I woul~ also like to conqratul.lte vou on vour new hiah

post in the Venezuelan Ministrv of Foreian Affairs and to wish vou everv success,

al thouqh your old colleaqueB in Geneva w ill a 11 miss you.
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I wish to avail myself of this opportunity to conqratulate Brother

Mohamed Nabil Fahmy of Eqypt on his election as Vice-Chairman and

Mr. Dimitrios Platis of Greece as Rapporteur of the Committee. I am sure that with

the assistance of all we will he able to make the work of this First Committee a

success at a time wh en new interna Lional developments in the field of disarmament

and the relaxation of tensionu are encouraqinq.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I thank t.he representative

of t.he Islamic Republic of Iran, Vice-Chairman of the First Committee, for his kind

remarks addressed to me. ! look forward sincerely to his valuable assistance and

co-operation in the discharqe of mv ~ut1eR.

I now call on the represent.ative of Greece, Mr. Dimitlios PlaUs, the

Committee's Rapporteur.

Mr. PLATIS (Greece), Rapporteur of the First Committee: Permit me at the

outset, Mr. Chairman, to conQrat.ulate yoU on your wetl-deeervert unanimous election

to preside over the First Commit.tee. My count.ry and I, personally, lire sure t.hat

you will ably lead the work of t.he Commit.tee this year. I conQutu1o'lte the newly

elected Vice-Chairmen of the Committee, Mr. Mohamel1 Nabil Fahmy of the Arab

Repuhlic of Eqypt and "tr. Hassan Mashhadi of the Islamic Republic of Iran. I

ohould also like to thank Mr. Virqilio Reyes, my predecessor as Rapporteur of the

First Committee at the forty-third seosiem, whoae remarkable efforts tlrelll:ly

enhanced the Commi ttee' s war k las t YGar.

For my part, t wish only t.o express hero mv qratitude to the mentlers of the

First Comm it tee for elect il"lCl Inn to th is pOst on th e nomina tion of mv predecessor,

Mr. Reyea. r am lookinq forward to oo-oDeraltinq wit.h you, "'r. Chairman, and wit~

the members of. the ~er:r.at:ariat - who heW'! alreativ ablY l1eml..,nstrat.ed t.heir skills

,1nli will, t am 9 ur e, or.m l: inue to tien,ons tr a t.e th em - in promoti nQ th e Commi Use's

work and in representirQ my country, whORe eff.orts with rAQar.l'1 to rHsarmament are

welt k nOft' n •

The CHAIRMAN (interprt·tation from SpaniAhl: I thank the ~<1ppor.teur for

his Rtatement anti for hiE! Qenerous remarks alirirensP.d to me anri the other officers

of the Committee. t am sure that I eXDress not onlY my own helinqs but alBo those

of all the members of the Committee when 1 say that we are certain that with his

close co-oper ation the war k of the Committee will he aucces9fu 1.
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Uavinq elected the officers, the Committee h3S concluded its cOnAideration of

the first item on ita aqenda, the election of officers.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK (A/C. 1/44/1, l\IC.1/44/3)

The CHAIRMt'N (interpretation from Spanish): I draw the attention of

deleqations to document l\IC.l/U/1, of 22 September 1989, contain inQ a let.ter of

the same date addressed to me bv the President of the General l\ssemblv informinQ me

that the General l\sBemblv, at its third plenarv meetina, had decided to allocate 26

items to the First Committee for its consideration, namely, aqenda items 49 to 73

and 151.

Refore I proceed to qive a fuller account ()f the proqramme of work and

timetable proposed, I would like to provide some preliminary comments for the

Committee's consideration.

As members are all aware, in accordance with precedent I have undertaken

consultations, first in Geneva and later here in New York, with individual

do1eqations and qroups of r1eleC!ations to faci 1 itate an aqreement on the proqrarnme

of work and timetable, albeit ":'1 an ad referendum bas is. It may perhaps also be

pertinent to mention that, 1l1thouqh the purpose and scope of my discussions were

mainly to cover the orqanizational aspects, some attention was also focusl!d on

substantive issues. I shoulr1 add that th is has indeed proved to be of areat

assistance in enablinq me to put certain matters in proper perspective at the

outset as we proceet'J to plan and oraanize our task at the forty-fourth session of

the General l\ssemblv.

Members will alRo recall that accordina to estabU~hed practice the First

Committee beqins its subRtantive work only after the conclooion of the Q'!nelal

t'Jebate in the plenary Assemblv. Furthermore, the General l\ssemblv, at it~ third

meetinq, on 20 September 1989, decit'Jer1, on the General Committee's recommendation,

that in view of the financial problems nti,ll beinq faced by the Orqanization, in
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the context ot the oroce.8 of renewal and reform that is undE way and in the liqht

ot the practioe at reoent sessions no olosinQ date should be ~eoided upon at this

time and eveJ:V effort should be made to ourtail to the maximum extent I)Ossible tho

duration of the forty-fourth session. Takinq this into account and on the bulB of

what the President of the General AssemblV hIS indicated as a tarQet date for

completion of the work of the Main Committees, we should orQanize our oroqtamme in

8Ud\ a way • to oanplete the work of the First Committee by 30 November.

'rhe t ime-!ramt with in wh ich the First Commi ttee will need to oomolete its very

subst: Intial work, namelv, the oeriod extendinq from 16 October to 30 November, has

emerQfld lOQioa 1\'1' and rather inev itablY t rom the "evelooment8 and oons ider aHone to

which I have 1ust r:eferred. The rttP.t Conanitteu wi 11 thus have at: ita ~isposal a

madmum of 66 meeUnCl8 to consider the aClenda itellll before it. I would like to

ooint out that last veal' tho Committee, out of 64 meetinqs available to it,

utilized a total of 59 meetinQs. Acoordinaly, I think that if we make a ooncerted

and sincere effort to utilize our time in an eUeotive and effioient manner we can

nureLy accomplish our task Wit:~I')ut any 11nc1ue diffioulties. Furthermore, should the

noed eriso fex addi Honal time for meetinqs we could C'lonsider ut iUz inq Th ursdav,

23 November, which i8 an official United Nations holiday.

Hav inq OD id that, and tak inQ into account the current: f inancia 1 si tua tion of

the Unitllld Nationn, 1 expresR the hope that every ef.fort wilt aleo be made to avoid

the necenBity fer anv weekent1 or niQht: meetinQs, since that would C'iefeBt the very

purpose of trvinq to enc:'l)Bulate the Committee's oroceedlnQs in 8 shor tar per ion.

'l'urnlnQ nOt to the soecUioe l")f our orqanlzational work, I wish to inform

memere that, based on the extensive consultations held to tiate, I have prepared

the proPORad prOQramme of work anti timetable (A/C.l/44/'3), which I hope the

Committee witl be in a pOsition to approve today. In arrivinQ at: this proooaal
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I hive been quided by pas~ prac~ice and preceden~s tha t have evolved dur inq recent

years, which I believe have stood the First Committee in qood stead and have

enabled i~ to cOI'\duc~ its work in a smooth and efficien~ manner.

Aocordinqly, members will observe that the oonsideration of items is divided

into three phasesl namely, first, the disarmament items, that is, aqenda items 49

to 69 and 1Sl, next, the item entitled "Question of Antarctica", which is aQenda

item 70, and, finally, the international security items, namelY, IQenda items 71,

72 and 73.
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As far as the oroqramme of work reqardinq disarmament aqen'la items is

concerned, owinq t.o the larqe number of items and t.he complexity of the issues

involved there is a further demaroation int.o specific staaes separatinq the aeneral

dftbat.e from th e cons icier ation and act: ion on dr aft resolutions under thos e i t.ems.

In addit:i~!\, as in the past., precise deadlines have been int.roducert wit.h respect to

t.he submission of draft. resolut.ions under all the t.hree qroupinqs. Here it may be

pertinent to menUoo that, wherever possible, I have set. deadlines at as early a

staqe as feas ible in order to all.QlI suff1~ient time for deleqations to undert.ake

the necessary consult.ations before the Committ.ee proceeds to take action upon the

draft resolutions concerned.

As indicated in the proqramme of work and timetable, the Committee would first

take UP the aqenda items relatinq to disarmament - aqenda items 49 to 69 and llH.

Wi th respect to thos e i terns, I prooos e that the Committee conduct a aener al debate

utilizinq 26 meetinqs from 16 october to 1 November on all disarmament aqenrll1

items, durinq which deleqations may also speak on any specific issues under the

disarmament items if they so ~hoose. Subsequently, the Committee would move on tn

the consideration of and action on draft resolutions on disarmament items from 2 to

17 November, devotinq 24 meetinqs to that purpoae.

I bel ieve that the time set as ide for that phase of our work reta ins the

15eful innovation introduced last year by my predecessor of in~reasinq the time

available for consideration and action on draft resolutions by some 25 per cent.

Th is year too, the timetable provi des suftie ient opportun i tv for deleqa t iOM to

consider the liraft resolutions as well aR to undertake the necessary consultationn

and endeavour finally to adopt text.<;I that reflect the larqest pOSR ible deqree of

consensus.
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The deadline Eor submiss ion of dra ft resolu tions on disarmament i tens would be

Monday, 30 October 1989 at 6 p.m., and it is my intention to request your

co-operation in atiherinq strictly to that deadline. DeleqaHons are stronqly

encouraqed to submit and introduce their draft resolutions as early as possible,

even durinq the per iOO of the qener al deba te. Furthermore, it is impera tive that

deleqa tions submi t those draft resolutions that could enta 11 proqramme budqet

implications as early as J)ossible in order to enable the Committee to take action

upon them with a view to meetinQ the mandatory dea,'Uine required for their

submisAion to the Fifth Committee.

I would like to add that it iA my intention to retain the votinq J)rocedure of

Qroupinq draft resolutions by clusters, and I shall J)resent specific proJ)osals

concerninq this in tiu~ course.

After the conclus ion of the cons ideration of all disarmament aqenda items, the

Committee will take UP aqenda item 'l0, entitled "Question of Antarctica". The

Commi ttee will oevote she meetinqs from 20 to 22 November to the qeneral debate and

consideration of and action on any draft resolution under that item. That

cons ti tu tea two addi tional meetinqs th is yea r in contr as t to the number of meetinqs

a Uoca ted to the item last year..

~he deadline for submiBsion of any draft resolutions under that itam will be

Monday, 20 November at 12 noon.

Finally, nurinq the per iod 24 to 30 NoveJ1t)er , the Committee will take up the

remaininq aQenda items .. items 71, 72 and 73 .. related to international security.

A total of 10 meetinqR will be available for the Qeneral debate, consideration of

and action on draft resolutions under these aaenda items. Once aQain, I believe

that, based on previous elCperienoe, the time allocated to the oonsideration of

those aqenda 1tens would also enable deleqa tions to have the necessary time at

their disposal to hold consult~ti()ns prior to act:inq upon them.
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The deadUne fez submission of "raft resolutions on international security

items would be Tuesday, 28 November at 6 p.m. I should like to remind menbers once

aaain that it is absolutely necessary to meet the deadline set for the submission

to the Fifth Committee of all "raft resolutions that may have prOQramme budqet

impl ica tions •

Besed on the proDOsed prOQramme of work and timetable that I have just

outlined, the First Committee shou Id be able to dispose of a 11 the aqenda items

allocated to it within the time frame to which I hAve referred.

I should also like to emphasize that this proqramme of work and timetable are

based on the assumption that a due dearee of flexibility will be exercised in its

implementation, so that the time and resources available to us can be utilized in

the most effect!v~ and efficient manner DOssible.

I hope that th is proqrarnme of work, which was arr ived at after due

consultation and follOtlinq past precedents, meets with menCers' ap1"raval.

If I hear no objection, I shall take it that the Committee adopts the

proqramme of work and timetable contained in document A/C. 1/44/3.

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN: I should now like to .1raw the attention of the memers of

the Committee to the relevant rules and recommendations of the General Assembly

~ffectinQ the work of the Main Committees, includinq those contained in General

Assemblv decision 34/401. In that connection, t should like to say that the

efficient utilization of conference resources has lonq been a ma10r concern of the

Genera 1 Assemblv, as well as of us at1.

In keepinq with the decision of the General Assenbly, and in order to utilize

fu tly the time and faci 11 ties made ava ilable to us, I sholJlrl 1 ike to have members

co-operation in oonveninQ the meetinqs of the First Committee at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

sharp, and I shall similatlv endeavour to adjourn the meetinq8 at 1 p.m. and
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6 p.m. respectively. I also wish to make an ap1)eal to representatives inscribed to

address the Committee at any qiven meetinq to ensure their timely presence at the

relevant meetinq. I caMot emJ)has he too s tronqly the utmost importance of the

need fnr punctuality in the interest of achievinq economies for the Orqanization.

It is my conviction tha t such a policy will enable us to avoid the UMecessary

extens ion of meetinQs or the need to hold any n iqht or weekend meetinqs.

At the same time, I wish to point out that I shall convene meetinqs of the

Committee only if there are sufficient numbers of 5peakers inscribed to address the

Committee. I believe that as a qeneral rule we should have no less than four

s1)eakers for any particular meetinq, for the o1)timal utilization of the time and

resources available to us, which would also obviate the need to ad10urn our

meetinqs early, for lack of speakers.
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At tnis juncture, I call on the Secretary to explain in greater detail certain

matters pertaining to the smooth functioninq of the First Committee.

~r. KHER~ (Secretary of the Committee), I shall attempt to amplify a

few of the points to which you, Mr. Chairman, nave referred.

I should like to draw the attention of representatives to the fact that the

General Assembly has decided to depart, during this session again, from the rule

that a quarter of the members must be present before a meeting of a Main Committee

mlSY he declared onen and debate permi tted to procf" .. '1. The Assembly made that

recommendation on the understanding that such a departure from the rules did not

involve any permanent change in the relevant provisions of rules 67 and 108 of the

rules of procedure, pertaining to tne openinq of meetings, whereby a majority of

members must he present for any decision to he taken.

As is indicated in the programme of work, the list of speakers for the general

debate on all disarmament agenda items will be closed on Tuesday, 17 October. Some

deleq~ tions nave already indica ted the it' inten tion to par tici pa te in the qeneral

debate, and the Secretari~t has taKen not~ of those requests. All delegations are

request~d to inBcrine their names on thP list o[ sp~akers at their earliest

convenience - if possible, even today - to enable the Committee to utilize fUlly

the facilities made available to it.

As you, Mr. Chairman, have said, members are requested to submit draft

resolutions as f~r in advance ~s is feasible in order to provide sufficient time

for consultations. That would also facilitate the Secretariat's task of processing

the drafts in a timely manner. I request memhers of the Committee to note that

draft resolutions and .. mendments and the names of qponsors thereof should be

submit ted to the Secre tar ia t in wri tinq, to ensure accuracy and avoid any poss ible

misunnerstanding. Requests for the use of conference rooms for Group meetings
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should also be submitt~ in writinq as early as possible, so that the necessary

arranqementa may be made in time.

I should like to draw the attention of all menDers to document A/C.lIU/INF/l,

which has been issued today. It lists, for the purpose of information and ready

reference, all ~ocuments before the First Committee issuAd as of 12 October 1989.

The list will be updated as appropriate.

Deleqations are requested to provide to th6 conference officers a minimum of

30 copies of all prepared statements, for conference-servicinq purooses.

In conclusion, I assure YOU, Mr. Chairman, the other ofUcers of the

Committee, an~ all reoresentatives of the full co-operation of the Secretariat of

the First Commi ttee as we proceed, under the leadersh ip of the

Under-Secretaries-General, to contribute to what we hooe will be the successful

outcome of our work.

The CHAIRMAN (inteorpretation from Soanish) I I thank the Secretary of the

Committee for his explanation an~ for his pledqe of complete co-operation.

I should like to say a few words about what has been referred to as the

rationalization of the work of the First Committee. In a sense, a qreat deal haliJ

already been done towards rationalization. I refer to the very smooth ann

efficient orocedures tha t have character !zed our work in the past. Th is :-'as

enabled the Committee invar iably to cOtnDlete its difficult work within the time

allotted to it. We are also aware of the larqe number ... f aqenda items cc.nsidered

by the Commi ttee and of the nunber of resolutions adopted.

In view of this and related issues, the Committee, over the years, espechllv

since 1984, has attempted to adc1ress the question of a further rationalization of

its work. In this respect, we are all verv qrateful to successive Chairm«a who
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have pursued the issue. Documents on this subject, includinq documents A/C.l/39/9

and A/C. 1/43/9, have been submi tted to the Commi ttee. In this respect, I intend to

see that the useful work is continued at this session. I shall trv to do so within
an appropriate framework, includinQ, wherever necessary, consultations with

individuals and Groups. I shall try to keep the Committee informed of the resul ts
of my consl1..tations.

I should like to make a sincere 'lppeal to all deleqations. Until such time as

certain procedures to rationalize the Committee's work have been developed and

adopted, will they plase do all in their power to promotel:he efficiency and

effectiveness of our work? Of course, this appeal is without prejudice to the

right of any deleqation to make proposals it cons iders necessary.

In view of the importance and complexitv of the task that lies ahead of us,

that every opportunity must be taken for consultation and co-operation. Hence,

with the assistance of the other officers of the Committee and of all deleQations
concerned, I shall bend every effort to see to it that the Committee's work is

conducted sYStema~~cally and efficiently so that our endeavours may have a

successful outcome. In this context, I assure delegations that I shall be

available at all times fa: any consultations that miqht help to broaden areas of

aqreement with respect to draft resolutions. It is mv intention to encouraqe such
consultations as early in our work as poss ible.

In accordance with the wish expressed by various deleQations of the countries

members of the Conference on Disarmament, I intend to convene an informal meetinQ

of the First Committee for consultations - for infor~4tion purposes - about the

staqe that has been reachai in the neqotiations in the Conference on Disarmament on

the draft convention on the elimination of chemical weapons. I believe that such

consultations are of special importance at a time when it appears that those
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neqotiatiol'W will result in the rapid wolution of events. The purpose of the

oonsultations is to enable States Members of the United Nat.1ons that are not

members of the Conference on Diba::mament, and, therefore, do not participate

direct ly in the neQotiatians ther e, to famil iar he theme elves with the current

state of the neqotiations.
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It is therefore my intention, as I have Bai~, to oonvene an informal meet. inq

ot t.he First. Committee, perhaJ)B in the last week of OCt.ober. 't am n(')t yet in It

DO~1tion t.o set a specifio dat.e, because t.he date will in faot. deJ)en~ on the list

ot speakers, whioh is still open, it will be olosed only next Monday. Once we knOtrl

exaotly what the situation is with resJ)eot. t.o the list of sJ)eakers, I sha 11 be able

to J)ropose a dat.e for that special moet.inq of the Committee to ,nform deleqations

of the "tat.e of neqotiatiors in the Conf~rence on Disarmament.

It. is a190 mv intention to hold consultationr; on other itemB. I shall first

consult: with other officers of the Committe., and deleQations ooncernwi. In (iue

course 1 shall be makinq specific proposals to the Committee in this respeot.

The meetinQ rose at 11.35 a.m.
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