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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m.

STATEMENT BY THE CHA IRMAN

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I should like at the outset

to extend a warm welcome to all deleqations participatina in the First Committee at
the current session. I also take this opportunity to express my profound
appreciation to all Member States for the honour and privilege they have conferred
upon me and my country by electina me as Chairman of this auqust body. I thank you
all most warmly and sincerely for the confidence that you have placed in me.

T should also like to express my heartfelt aratitude to Ambassador Yves
Fortier, Permanent Representative of Canada, for graciously nominating me for the
position of Chairman of the First Commnittee. I request him to kindly convey, on
behalf of the Committee and on my own behalf, our sincerest aqratitude to my
predecessor, Ambassador James Douqlas Roche, for the skilful and effective manner
in which he presided over our proceedinas last year, as well as for his sianificant
contr ibution to the results achieved by our Committee at the forty-third sessio. of

the General Assembly.,
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As T undertake my new responsibilities it is aratifyina for me to know that I
can count on the co-operation and support of all members of this Committee, as well
as on the valuable knowledqe, experience and competence of the
Under-Secr etary-General for Disarmament Affairs, Mr, Yasushi Akashi, the
Under-Secretary-General for Political and Security Council Affairs,

Mr, Vasiliy Safronchuk, and the Secretary of the First Committee,
Mr., Sohrab Kheradi, and his colleaques in the Secretariat, who will contribute to
the successful completion of our work.

For my part, in keeping with the trust you have placed in me I intend to
discharge my responsibilities with the firm determination to ensure that our
bus iness is conducted efficiently and that our endeavours meet with success,
ELECTION OF THE VICE~-CHAIRMEN AND THE RAPPORTEUR

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): Before proceeding to the

first item on our aaenda, that is, the election of the Committee's Vice-Chairmen
and Rapporteur, I should like to draw the Committee's attention to the decision
taken by the General Assembly at its 1935th meetina on 22 Septemher 1971,
concerning the procedure for the election of officers of the Main Committees.
According to the terms of that decision, the nomination of candidates should be
limited to one statement for each candidate, after which the Committee should

immediately proceed to the election. The Committee will, therefore, follow that

procedure today.
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Mr. BAYART (Mongolia): Allow me £irst of all to congratulate vou, Sir,
most warmly on your unanimous and well-deserved election as Chairman of the First
Committee, My delegation is convinced that with your wealth of experience, vour
knowledae and competence in disarmament and 1$ternationa1 security matters you will
conduct our work in a highly effective manner and that the Committee will achieve
substantial results, I assure vou, Sir, of my deleaation's support and
co-operation in this endeavour.

May I take this opportunity to express my deleqation's appreciation and
aratitude to your predecessor, Ambassador Douglas roche of Canada, for his
dedicated service rendered to the Committee last year. In my capacity as one of
the Vice~Chairmen I shared his important duties and areatlv benefited from his
exper ience and negotiating skills, Let me also express our thanks to the then
Vice-Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Victor Batiouk of the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, and the Rapporteur Mr, Virgilio Reyes of the Philippines.

I now have pleasure in submitting the candidature of Mr. Mohamed Nabil Fahmy
of Eqypt for the post of Viee-Chairman. Rorn in New York in January 1951,

Mr., Fahmy qraduated from the American University in Cairo in 1974 with the dearee
of Bachelor of Science in physics and mathematics and then, in 1976, he received a
Master of Arts dearee in management from the same University. From

February 1974 to March 1976 he worked as Political Officer in the Cabinet of the
Secretary of the President for External Communications and in the Cabinet of the
Vice-President of Baypt., 1In 1976 Mr, Fahmy joined the Foreign Ministry of his
country and until 1978 was the Political Officer in the Cabinet of the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, From 1978 to 1982 Mr, Fahmy served at
the Eqyptian Mission to the United Nations in Geneva and worked as the

representative to the Conference on Disarmament, the International Labour
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Organisation and other specialized agencies. In 1982 Mr, Fahmy returned to his
country and heaan work in the Ministry for Foreion Affairs and International
Oraanizations Department, where his responsibilities included the MiAdle East,
Palestine, disarmament, and peaceful nuclear enerav issues. From 1986 until today
Mr. Fahmy has served as Counsellor at the Eayptian Mission to the United Nations in
New York and he was a member of the Eqyptian delegation to the fortv-first,
forty-second and forty-third sessions of the General Assembly and representative to
the First and Special Political Committees. He w - also a member of the Eqyptian
delegation to numerous General Assembly sessions and interqovernmental conferences,
particularly meetings on international security, disarmament and nuclear issues and
the Middle East, and the Socond and Third Review Conferences of the Parties to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the United Nations Conference
for the Promotion of International Co-operation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Enerqv, Rapporteur of the Committee on Principles, the General Conference of the

International Atomic Enerqy Agency, and neqotiations on the second disenqagement

aareement between Eqypt and Israel.
Bearing in mind all those superb qualifications I believe that Mr. Fahmy is

well qualified to be a Vice-Chairman of the First Committee and I therefore

nominate him for election to that post.
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The CHATRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the representative
of Monaolia for the nomination of Mr. Mchamed Nabil Fahmy of Eaypt to the post of
Vice-Chairman. I thank him also for his kind remarks addressed to me. I wish to
convey to him the Committee's appreciation for his invaluable contribution to the
work of the Committee in his capacity as Vice~Chairman during last vear's session.
I would also take this opportunity to underscore the excellent work he did as
Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Conference on Disarmament.

There beinq no other nomination T shall take it that, in accordance with
rule 103 of the rules of procedure and in keeping with established practice, the
Committee wishes to dispense with the vote by secret ballot and to declare
Mr. Mohamed Nabil Fahmy elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by acclamaticn,

Mr. Mohamed Nabil Fahmy (Eaypt) was elected Vice-Chairman of the First

Commi ttee by acclamation.

Mr, OGRYZKO (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from

Russian): I have asked to speak to put forward a candidate for the post of
Viece-Chairman, but first of all I should like to congr atulate you most warmly, Sir,
on your election to the hich and responsible post of Chairman of the First
Committee and to wish vou every success in the carrvinag out of your complex tasks
during the fortv-fourth session of the General Assembly. I express the hope that
under your quidance and with the active and positive participation of all members
of the Committee, we shall be able by the end of the session to reaister progress
in the First Committee's multilateral efforts aimed at the implementation of
concrete disarmament measures.

While expressing our best wishes for vour success, I am convinced also that

many members of the Committee are still mindful of the example set by your
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predecessor, Mr. Doualas Roche, who dAurina the previous session clearly proved that
sincere and firm adherence to the cause of disarmament aould be crowned with
gsuccess even in situations that seem to be without issue, I should like the
representative of Canada in our Committee to he so kind as to transmit the qeneral
feelina of aratitude and enthus iasm €felt, I am sure, by many members of the First
Commi ttee who had the pleasure of working under the auidance of Ambassador Roche, a
tireless fighter for disarmament with a view to strenqthenina general security.
Thanks to his efforts, many important resolutions vere adopted by consensus,

The present session, as you quite justlv noted, Mr. Chairman, is startina in
much more propiticus circumstances. We must take full advantage of the
opportunities offered by these conditions to ensure aoreater security at a lower
level of armaments.

Even in a year of bumper crops, one has *o work hard to achieve results., In
order not to let this chance slip awav, we must all work long and hard, combininag
our efforts under your leadership, Sir, and that of the Bureau headed by vyou.

I have the honour to nominate for the post of Vice-Chairman of the First
Committee at the forty-fourth session of the General Assemblv the representative of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Counsel nof the Permanent Mission of Iran at the
United Nations Cffice in Geneva, Mr, Hassan Mashhadi.

Mr. Mashhadi has for many vears taken part in the consideration of questions
relating to fre.ing the international community €rom the burden of excessive
armaments, Our deleaqation, like others in the First Committee, often had occasion
to co-operate with Mr. Mashhadi, who since 1986 has headed the delegation of Iran
in the First Committee, I am convinced that you, Mr, Chairman, also haa an
opportunity of co-operatina with Mr., Mashhadi in Geneva durina the work of the

Conference on Disarmament. Mr, Mashhadi has taken part in its activities since




JWM/4 A/C.1/44/PV .2
13 .
|

(Mr., Oarvzko, Ukrainian 88R)

1985, In the recent past, he has heen Chairman of the Geneva Disarmament
Conference and Chairman of its Group of 21, and he took part in the work of the
international conference on chemical weapons in January this vear in Paris.

Mr. Mashhadi's previous diplomatic activities and our experience in personal
contacts with him assure us that our colleaque fully possesses the eneray of youth,
the macure experience of the active participant in multilateral diplomatic
processes, and devoted adherence to the purposes and principles of the United
Nations Charter.

T consider that the candidacy of Mr, Mashhadi fully meets the different and
complex requirements for members of the Rureau. I have the privilege of taking
this opportunity to ask all members of the First Committec to support the proposal
for the eleation of Mr, Hassan Mashhadi as Vice-Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the representative

of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic for the nomination of

Mr, Hassan Mashhadi of the Islamiec Renublic of Iran for election to the post of
Vice-Chairman, I should like to thank him also tor the kind words he addressed to
me, I should like him to convey the Committee's appreciation of the outstanding
contribution of Ambassador Victor Batiouk to the work of the Committee in his
capacity as Vice-Chairman durina the forty-third session.

Since there is no other nomination, I shall take it that in accordance with
rule 103 of the rules of procedure and in keepina with established practice, the
Committee once aaain wishes to dispense with the vote by necret ballot and to
declare Mr, Hassan Mashhadl elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by
acclamation.

Mr., Hassan Mashhadi (Islamic Republic nf 1ran) was elected Vice-Chairman of

the First Committee by acclamatlion,
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I wish to express to the two

Vice~Chairmen my s incere and warmest conqratulations on the well-des erved honour
that has been conferred upon them and assure them that they shall enjov my complete
confidence and co-operation as we endeavour jointly to discharqe the
responsibilities entrusted to us.

Mr. REYES (Philippines) (interpretation from Spanish): First of all I
should like to express the Philippine deleqation's most sincere conqratulations to
you, Sir, on your unanimous election to the chairmanship of the First Committee.

In view of the long-standina friendship and fraternity hbetween our two countries,
you may be assured of our complete support in the discharge of your

respons ibilities as Chairman. I wish also to conaratulate the two Vice-Chairmen on
their election, Lastly, I wish to express my hest wishes to the Secretariat and in
particular to Mr, Kheradi, whose assistance is of qreat value to our work.,

In my capacity as Rapporteur of the Committee at the fortv-third session of
the General Assembly and following a well-established tradition, it is my honour
and privileqe to nominate Mr, nNimitrins Platis, First Secretary of the Permanent
Mission of Greece to the United Natioc.s in New York, as Rapporteur of the First
Committee,

Rorn in 1956, Mr, Platis attended thc University of Athens, where he obtained
his deqree in political sciences in 1978 and a degree in law in 1980, He was
Attaché in 1981 and Third Secretary in 1983, 1In the latter post he served in the
diplomatic cabinet of the Premident of the Republic. In February 1986 he was
promoted to Second Secretary in the Department of lnternational Economic Aqencies
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In Auqust 1987 he was assigned to the
Permament Mission of Greece to the United Nations, where he now works on
disarmament affairs and Legal Committee affairs. In 1988 he was promoted to the

post of FPirst Secretary.
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From 1985 to 1987 he participated as a member in meetings of international
economic aaencies such as the General Aareement on Tariffs and Trade and the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development and also in the preraration and final
adoption of the aqreement aqainst maritime terrorism which took place in Rome and
London under the supervision of the International Maritime Organization. 1In
addition to his native lanauage, Mr. Platis speaks Enalish, French and Italian.
Bearing all of these qualifications in mind, I would ask the representatives
unanimously to acrept the candidature of Mr, Platis as Rapporteur of the First
Commitee and to place in him their complete confidence for their work that will be
ass igned to him,

The CHAIRMAN (interpratation trom Spanish): I thank the representative

of the Philippines for the nomination of Mr. Dimitrios Platis to the post of
Rappor teur of the First Committee.

I should also like to thank hin for the kind words no addressed to me. I am
certain that I am exnressina the sentiments of the entire membership of the
Committee when I offer our th~ :s to him for the task he so ably performed as
Rapporteur at the forty-third session of the General Assembly.

The representative of the Philippines has nominated Mr. Platis to the post of
Rapporteur of the First Committee, As there are no other nominations, I shall take
ft that the Committee wishes a3 before to dispense with the vote by secret ballot
and to declare Mr, Platis elected Rapporteur of the First Committee by acclamation.

Mr. Dimitrios Platis (Greece) was elected Rappor teur of the First Committee by

acclamation.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): 1T wish to express my warmest

conaratnlations to the representative of Greece upon his election as Rapporteur of
the First Committee. T invite him now to take the place resery :d for him at the

podium,
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I wish to draw the attention of members of the Committee to rule 110 of the

rules of procedure of the General Assembly, which reads as follows:

"Conaratulations to the Officers of a Main Committee shall not he

expressed except by the Chairman of the nrevious session - or, in his absence,
by a member o€ his deleqation - after all the officers of the Commnittee have
been elected."

I would like to request that this rule be respected and that it he applied today

and from now on, I should be personally qrateful to representatives if they would

dinpense with the customary conaratulatory words at the beqinning of their

gstateaments.

T now qive the flonr to the representative of Canada, who will speak on behalf
of Ambassador James Douqlas Roche, Chairman of the First Committee at the
forty-third session of the General Assembly:

Mrs. MASON (Canada): At the outset I wish not only to conaratulate you,
Sir, on assuming our chairmanship but also to thank you, both personally for your
kind worde of welcome and on ' ‘half of Ambassador Roche, wrose privilege it was to
serve as Chairman of the First Committee at the forty-third session of the General
Aggembly,

As we all know, Ambassador Taylhardat is currently Venezuela's Ambassador to
the Office of the United Nations and the specialized aaencies in Geneva. He is
also Venezuela's representative to the Conference on Disarmament, where he has
served with areat distinction for more than ten vears. In addition, he has
accumulated considerable expertise in multilateral neqotiations through his
participation at more than 20 reqular and special gsessions of the General Assembly
and in many other hodies such as the Roard of Governors of the International Atomic
Energy Aagency, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, and a number

nof multilateral conferences. He has also served his country in a variety of other
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diplomatie positions, including those of Ambassador to Haiti, Cuba and the European
Bconomic Community. He is also a hiahly respected scholar in law and international
relations, As Ambassador Fortier noted on 19 September last, when he had the
honour to nominate Ambassador Tavlhardat for the position of Chairman of the First
Committee, it is our deep conviction that Ambassador Tavlhardat brings an
outstanding combination of experience and talent to this important position.

In this, my first statement in the Committee, I shall not present the kind of
detailed report on the work that was carried out here last year which the retiring
Chairman traditionally delivers. I was not present and I do not think it would be
appropr iate for me to attempt to do so in Ambassador Roche's place. Nevertheless,
there are a few comments that I would like to make at this meetina.

First of all, please be assured of my own readiness and that of the Canadian
delegation to provide vou, Mr., Chairman, with all possible assistance and
co-operation as you fulfil vour important mandate.

1 also wish sincerely to conaratulate Mr., Mohamed Nabil Fahmy of Egypt and
Mr, Hassan Mashhadi of the Islimic Reoublic nf Iran on their election as
Vice-Chairmen, Similarly, I conagratulate Mr. Dimitrios Platis of Greece, who has
been elected Rapporteur of our Committee.

I would also like to take this opportunity, on behalf nf Ambassador Roche, to
express his gratitude to all the members of the Committee for their active
participation in, and substantial contributions to, its work and deliberations at
the forty-third session., Their co-operation proved particularly effective in
helpina him, as Chairman, achieve at least some of those ohjectives which, in his
first substantive statement last year, he set out as taraets, based on the
intensive preparatory consultations that he had held ear lier with many of the

individual representatives of Member States,
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I know Ambassador Roche would also wish me to express his qreat appreciation
for the assistance which he received from members of the United Nations Secretariat
and, in particular, the Committee Secretary, Mr, Kheradi, for the very able way in
which he aided Ambassador Roch¢ in his functions as Chairman., All Mr. Kheradi's
Secretariat colleaques joined him in providing the valuable assistance anA
unfailing co-operation without which it would not have heen possible for
Ambassador Roche to chair the Committee effectively, 1T should also add that I
shall be very nleased to convey to Ambassador Roche the kind words of praise and
thanks that have been extended to him here today.

This year the First Committee is beqinning its work in an atmosphere once
again imbued with hope, one in which past confrontation continues to qive way to
dialoque, and in which concerted actions in a number of forums are leading to
specific improvements in world security,

We can draw encouraaement from the continuina negotiations hetween the two
super-Powers in the field of the reduction of nuclear strateqic arms, and in other
areas as well. Moreover, the ~oncrete and verifiable aqreements concluded in 1986
amona the 35 participants in the Stockholm Conference on Confidence~ and
Security-Building Measures and Disarmament in Europe, nave now led to the current
neqotiationz in Vienna on conventional force reductions and further confidence- and
secur ity-buildina measures.

The corntinuing proaress beinq achieved by the Geneva Conference on Disarmament
especially in the field of chemical weapons, is also to be welcomed. We are now
closer than ever to the Aevelopment of a convention banning chemical weapons. The
two special conferences held this vear, that in Paris in January and that more

recently in Canberra, have had, and will have, an extremely important and positive




MM/ve A/C.1/44/PV,2
20

(Mrs, Mason, Canada)

impact in this work. Our thanks are due to France and to Australia for their
impor tant contributions,

Durina the forty-fourth session the First Committee will adain be taking up
what we all recognize as complex issues relating to disarmament and international

security.
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Once again we must make every possible effort to carry out this task
constructively, 80 as to further our shared objective of the eventual achievement
of general and complete disarmament vider effective international control. In this
process Canada will continue, as in past years, to work for realistic approaches to
arms control and disarmament issues which complement and build on related
developments in other forums, keeping in mind in particular the desirability of
achieving consensus wherever possible, Canada was especlally gqratified by the
spirit of co-operation from all reqional gqroups which Ambassador Rucne, as
Chairman, experienced at the forty-third session the General Assembly, and we hope
that a similar business-like atmosphere and willingness to compromise will prevail
under your guidance, Mr, Chairman.

By the time the work of the General Assembly at its forty~third session had
closed, the First Committee had not only adopted 74 resolutions and 1 decision, but
it had also aareed on a strong letter reaffirming its support for the work of the
Department for Disarmament Affairs and the need for it to have adequate staff to
enable it to carry out properl: its increasingly heavy responsibilities, Of the
resolutions that were adopted in this Committee last year, 29 were by consensus, a
further significant advance over the forty-second session of the General Assembly,
and one which represented a continuing improvement in our ability to harmonize our
viewpoints,

I mention this fact, in particular, because it was one of Canada's objectives,
as Chair of the First Committee last year, to achieve aareement on texts to the
areatest extent possible, Another of our obhjectives was to reduce the number of
competing resolutions on certain of our topics, either through merger or by the
withdrawal of alternative versions, wherever that was possible, In that light,
Ambassador Roche had, with general aqreement, made chanqes in the methods of work

of the Committee s0 as to allow somewhat more time for consultations and
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negotiations. We very much hope that, as our Chairman at this session, you will
continue the efforts to rationalize our work, so that we may be able to make the
most productive use of our time here in New York.

In cloasing, let me aadain pledae our fullest co-operation and assistance,
Mr. Chairman, in the €ulfilment of vyour mandate.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of the officers of

the Committee, as well as on my own behalf, I thank the representative of Canada,
Ambassador Peqgy Mason, for her kind and generous words addressed to the
Vice~Chairmen, the Rapporteur and myself. It is a source of areat satiafaction to
me that she has pledaed her delegation's continuous co-operation and support to the
officers of the Committee in the performance of our duties.

I now call upon the representative of Eqypt, Mr. Mohamed Nabil Fahmy, who has
been elected as one of the Vice-Chairmen of the First Committee.

Mr. FAHMY (Eqypt): First of all, T would like to express mv qratitude,
and that of my country, to the members of the First Committee for having elected me
Vice-Chairman of this Committ.--: upon the gracious nomination of Ambassador Bavyart
of Mongolia, whose kind words are sincerely and warmly appreciated. I interpret
the support vou have shown by this action as a reaffirmation of your faith in
Egypt's commitment to disarmament, and this will no doubt encourage us to carry out
our efforts with renewed vigour and determination,

The international community is today in a state of transition, from decades of
confrontation and conflict to a future which will, we hope, be characterized by
dialoque, the peaceful gsettlement of disputes, and international co-operation. Aany
perind of transition is difficult, particularly one in which change is so manifest,
widespread, and concurrent throughout many different reagions in the world, with
their diverse cultures, interests and concerns. 1In these circums tances, the

challenges before us here and the responsibilities of the First Commlttee durina
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this session loom larager, inasmuch as they have a great bearing on the success of
the world community's efforts to plan for a future in which peace, prosperity and
equality prevail, The positions taken here, and the results of our work will no
doubt be an indication of whether we are truly committed to co-operating and
working together, a commitment which we believe is a prerequisite for the success
of our endeavours.

With these increased responsibilities, Mr. Chairman, my deleaation is
particularly pleased to see you presiding over our Committee. Your country's
long~-standina commitment to the work of this Oraanization, and your extensive
personal experience in both multilateral and bilateral diplomacv, includina the
specific areas of internatinnal security and disarmament, are widely recoanized and
appreciated, On a personal note, I would add that I have had the pleasure of
knowing and working with you for almost a decade, and I am honoured to do so now
aaain,

I would also like to convey my conqratulations to Mr, Hassan Mashhadi of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and t Mr, Dmitris Platis of Greece - both of whom I have
worked with and have known quite well over the past few vears - on their election
to the posts of Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur of this Committee, respectively. I
shall work diligently with you, Mr, Chairman, and the other members of the Bureau,
with the quidance of Under-Secretary-General Vasiliy Safronchuk, and
Under-Secretary-General Akashi, and of course with the assistance of our very able
Secretary, Mr, Kheradi, in order to make our proceedings as efficient and
successful as possible,

The CHATRMAN (interpretation from Spmanish): I thank the representative

of Egqypt, Vice-Chairman of the First Committee, for his kind words addressed to me,
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and I fully reciprocate those se:-.iments, I am very qrateful that I can count on
his valuable assistance and co-cperation in the work that lies ahead of us.

I now call on the representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Mr. Hassan Mashhadi, who has also been elected Vice~Chairman of the First Committee.

Mr. MASHHADI (Islamic Republic of Iran): The questions dealt with in the

First Committee are among the most important, affecting as they do the very
existence of mankind. 1 therefore deam it a qreat honour to be elected as
Vice-Chairman of this Committee., I would like to thank the members of the First
Committee who elected me upon the k ind nomination by the representative of the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Mr. Vladimir Oaryzko, to this high position.
I am very grateful for the confidence placed in the delegation of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and I would like to assure all members that I shall do everything
in my power to contribute to the successful and fruitful discussion of matters
pertainina to disarmament and international security allocated to our Committee at
the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly.

Allow me, Mi, Chairman, t-> congratulate you warmly on your election to this
valuable ard commendable post. It aives me areat pleasure to see vou chairing our
work in this Committee. Your professional and personal qualities, as well as your
wealth of experience and kinowledge of the subject of our work, have made you an
excellent candidate for this post. You have ably led the Venezuelan deleqation in
the Conference on Disarmament at Geneva in the past and in 1988 I had the pleasure
of workina under your wise quidance in the Ad Hoc Committee on the prevention of an
arms race in outer space. I would also like to congratulate you on your new hiah
post in the Venezuelan Ministry of Foreian Affairs and to wish vou every success,

although your old colleaques in Geneva will all miss you,




AW/dm A/C.1/44/PV,2
25

(Mr. Mashhadi, Islamic
Republic of Iran)

I wish to avail myself of this opportunity to conqratulate Brother
Mohamed Nabil Fahmy of Eqypt on his election as Vice=Chairman and
Mr, Dimitrios Platis of Greece as Rapporteur of the Committee. I am sure that with
the assistance of all we will be able to make the work of this First Committee a
success at a time when new international developments in the field of disarmament

and the relaxation of tensiony are encouraqing.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): 1 thank the representative

of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Vice-Chairman of the First Committee, for his kind
remarks addressed to me, T lonk forward sincerely to his valuable assistance and
co-operation in the discharqe of mv dutles,

I now call on the representative of Greece, Mr. Dimitrios Platia, the
Committee's Rapporteur.

Mr. PLATIS (Greece), Rapporteur of the First Committee: Permit me at the
outset, Mr. Chairman, to congratulate you on yow well-deserved unanimous election
to preside over the First Committee., My country and I, personally, are sure that
you will ably lead the work of the Committee this year. I conaratulate the newly
elected Vice-Chairmen of the Committee, Mr, Mohamed Nabil Fahmy of the Arab
Republic of Eqypt and Mr, Hassan Mashhadi of the Islamic Republic of Iran., I
should also like to thank Mr, Virgilio Reyes, my predecessor as Rapporteur of the
First Committee at the forty~third session, whose remarkable efforts aqreatly
enhanced the Committee's work last year.

For my part, T wish only to exnress here my gratitude to the members of the
First Committee for electing me to this post on the nomination of my predecessor,
Mr. Reyes. T am looking forward to co-operating with you, Mr, Chairman, and with
the members of the Secretariat - who have alreadv ably demonstrated their skills
and will, T am sure, continue to denonstrate them - in promoting the Committee's

work and in representim my country, whose efforts with reaqard to disarmament are

well known.

The CHATRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): 1 thank the Rapporteur for

his gstatement and for his generous remarks addreassed to me and the other officers
of the Committee. 1 am sure that I express not only my own feelings but also those
of all the members of the Committee when 1 say that we are certaln that with his

close co-operation the work of the Committee will he successful.
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Having elected the officers, the Committee has concluded its conaideration of
the first item on its agenda, the eleqtion of officers,
ORGAN I2AT ION OF WORK (A/C.1/44/1, A/C.1/44/)3)

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I draw the attention of

deleqations to document A/C.1/44/1, of 22 Septemher 1989, containing a letter of
the same date addressed to me by the President of the General Assembly informina me
that the General Assembly, at its third plenarv meetina, had decided to allocate 26
items to the First Committee for its consideration, namely, aqenda items 49 to 73
and 151,

Refore I proceed to qive a fuller account of the programme of work and

timetable proposed, I would like to provide some preliminary comments for the

Committee's consideration,

As members are all aware, in accordance with precedent I have undertaken
consultations, first in Geneva and later here in New York, with individual
deleqations and qroups of delecations to facilitate an agreement on the proqramme

of work and timetable, albelt ~n an ad referendum hasis, It may perhaps alao bhe

pertinent to mention that, although the purpose and scope of my discussions were
mainly to cover the organizational aspects, some attention was also focused on
substantive issues. T should add that this has indeed proved to be of areat

ass istance in enabling me tn put certain matters in proper perspective at the
outset as we proceed to plan and oraanize our task at the forty-fourth session of
the General Assembly,

Members will also recall that accordina to established practice the First
Committee beqins its substantive work only after the conclusion of the qeneral
debate in the plenary Assembly. PFurthermore, the General Assembly, at its third
meeting, on 20 September 1989, decided, on the General Committee's recommendation,

that in view of the financial problems still being faced by the Oraanization, in
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the context of the process of renewal and reform that is under way and in the light
of the practice at recent sessions no closina date should be decided upon at this
time and every effort should be made to ourtail to the maximum extent posaible the
duration of the forty=-fourth session, Taking this into account and on the hasis of
what the President of the General Assembly has indicated as a tarqet date for
completion of the work of the Main Committees, we should orqanize our proqtamme in
such a way a8 to complete the work of the First Committee by 30 November.

The time-frame within which the First Committee will need to complete its very
gsubst intial work, namely, the period extending from 16 Ootober to 30 November, has
emerged loaically and rather inevitably from the Aevelopments and considerations to
which I have just referred, The Firat Comaitten will thus have at its Alsposal a
maximum of 66 meetinas to consider the aaenda items before it. I would like to
point out that last year the Committee, out of 64 meetings available to it,
utilized a total of 59 meetinas, Accordinaly, I think that if we make a concerted
and sincere effort to utilize our time in an effective and efficient manner we can
surely accomplish our task without any undue difficulties. Furthermore, should the
need arise far additional time for meetings we could consider utilizing Thursdav,
23 November, which is an official United Nations hol iday.

Having said that, and takina into account the current financial situation of
the United Nationa, 1 express the hope that every effort will also be made to avoid
the necessity for any weekend or night meetings, since that would defeat the very
purpose of trying to encapaulate the Committee's proceedinas in a shorter period,

Turnina nov to the specitics nf our orqanlzational work, I wish to inform
members that, based on the extensive consultations held to date, I have prepared
the proposed proagramme of work and timetable (A/C.1/44/3), which I hope the

Committee will be in a position to approve today. 1In arriving at this proposal
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I have been quided by past practice and precedents that have evolved during recent
vears, which I believe have stood the irst Committee in qood stead and have
enabled it to conduct its work in a smooth and efficient manner.

Accordingly, members will observe that the consideration of items is divided
into three phases: namely, first, the disarmament items, that is, agenda items 49
to 69 and 1513 next, the item entitled "Question of Antarctica", which is aaenda

item 70, and, finally, the international security items, namely, agenda items 71,

72 and 73,
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Aas far as the proaramme of work regardinq disarmament agenda items is
concerned, owing to the larqe number of items and the complexity of the issues
involved there is a further demarcation into specific staaes separating the aeneral
debate from the consideration and action on draft resolutions under those items.

In addition, as in the past, precise deadlines have been introduced with respect to
the submission of draft resolutions under all the three groupings, Here it may be
pertinent to mention that, wherever possible, I have set deadlines at as early a
stage as feas ible in order to allow sufficient time for delegations to undertake
the necessary consultations before the Committee proceeds to take action upon the
draft resolutions concerned.

As indicated in the proqramme of work and timetahle, the Committee would first
take up the agenda items relatjng to disarmament - agenda items 49 to 69 and 151,
With respect to those items, I propose that the Committee conduct a aeneral debate
utilizing 26 meetinas from 16 October to 1 November on all disarmament agenda
ltems, during which delegations may also speak on any specific issues under the
disarmament items if they so choose. Subsequently, the Committee would move on to
the consideration of and action on draft resolutions on disarmament items from 2 to
17 November, devoting 24 meetings to that purpose,

[ believe that the time set aside for that phase of our work retains the
wseful innovation introduced last year by my predecessor of increasing the time
available for consideration and action on draft resolutions by some 25 per cent,
This year too, the timetable provides sufficient opportunity for deleqations to
consider the draft resolutions as well as to undertake the necessary consultations
and endeavour finally to adopt texts that reflect the laraest possible deqree of

consensus,
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The deadline for submission of draft resolutions on disarmament items would be
Monday, 30 October 1989 at 6 p.m., and it is my intention to request your
co-operation in adhering strictly to that deadline. Delegations are strongly
encouraged to submit and introduce their draft resolutions as early as possible,
even during the period of the general debate. Furthermore, it is imperative that
delegations submit those araft resolutions that could entail programme budget
implications as early as possible in order to enable the Committee to take action
upon them with a view to meetina the mandatory deadline required for their
submission to the Fifth Committee,

I would like to add that it is my intention to retain the voting procedure of
qrouping draft resolutions by clusters, and I shall present specific proposals
concernina this in dAue course,

After the conclusion of the consideration of all disarmament agenda items, the
Committee will take up agenda item 70, entitled "Question of Antarctica". The
Commi ttee will devote six meetings from 20 to 22 November to the general debate and
consideration of and action on any draft resolution under that item. That
constitutes two additional meetings this year in contrast to the number of meetings
allocated to the item last year.

The deadline for submission of any draft resolutions under that item will be
Monday, 20 November at 12 noon.

Finally, during the period 24 to 30 November, the Committee will take up the
remaining agenda items - items 71, 72 and 73 - related to international security,

A total of 10 meetings will be available for the general debate, consideration of
and action on draft resolutions under these aaenda items. Once again, I helieve
that, hased on previous experience, the time allocated to the consideration of
those agenda items would also enahle delegations to have the necessary time at

their disposal to hold consultations prior to acting upon them.
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The deadline for submission of Araft resolutions on international security
items would be Tuesday, 28 November at 6 p.m. I should like to remind members once
acain that it is absolutely necessary to meet the deadline set for the submission
to the Fifth Committee of all Araft resolutions that may have proqramme budget
implications,

Based on the proposed proqramme of work and timetable that I have just
outlined, the First Committee should be able to dispose of all the agenda items
allocated to it within the time frame to which I have referred.

I should also like to emphasize that this programme of work and timetable are
based on the assumption that a due deqree of flexibility will be exercised in its
implementation, so that the time and resources available to us can be utilized in
the most effective and efficient manner possible.

I hope that this proqramme of work, which was arrived at after due
consultation and following past precedents, meets with members' approval,

If I hear no objection, I shall take it that the Committee adopts the

proqramme of work and timetable contained in document A/C.1/44/3.

It was so decided,

The CHAIRMAN: I should now like to Araw the attention of the members of

the Committee to the relevant rules and recommendations of the General Assembly
affectina the work of the Main Committees, inciuding those contained in General
Assembly decision 34/401. In that connection, I should like to say that the

efficient utilization of conference resources has lonq been a major concern of the

General Assembly, as well as of us all,

In keeping with the decision of the General Assembly, and in order to utilize
fully the time and facilities made available to us, I should like to have members
co-operation in convenina the meetings of the First Committee at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

sharp, and I shall similarly endeavour to adjourn the meetings at 1 p.m. and
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6 p.m. respectively, I also wish to make an appeal to representatives inscribed to
address the Committee at any qiven meeting to ensure their timely presence at the
relevant meeting. I cannot emphasize too strongly the utmost importance of the
need for punctuality in the interest of achieving economies for the Orgqanization.
It is my conviction that such a policy will enable us to avoid the unnecessary
extension of meetinas or the need to hold any night or weekend meetings.

At the same time, I wish to point out that I shall convene meetings of the
Committee only if there are sufficient numbers of speakers inscribed to address the
Committee., I believe that as a qeneral rule we should have no less than four
speakers for any particular meeting, for the optimal utilization of the time and
resources available to us, which would also obviate the need to adjourn our

meetings early, for lack of speakers,
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At this juncture, I call on the Secretary to explain in greater detail certain
matters pertaining to the smooth functioning of the First Committee.

Mr. KHERADI (Secretary of the Committee): 1 snall attempt to amplify a
few of the points to which you, Mr. Chairman, have referred.

I should like to draw the attention of representatives to the fact that the
General Assembhly has decided to depart, during this session again, from the rule
that a quarter of the members must be present before a meeting of a Main Committee
may he declared oven and debate permitted to procr 'i. The Assembly made that
recommendation on the understanding that such a departure from the rules did not
involve any permanent change in the relevant provisions of rules 67 and 108 of the
rules of procedure, pertaining to the opening of meetings, whereby a majority of
members must be present for any decision to be taken.

As is indicated in the programme of work, the list of speakerts for the general
debate on all disarmament agenda items willnbe closed on Tuesday, 17 October. Some
delegations have already indicated their intention to participate in the general
debate, and the Secretariat has taken note of those requests. All delegations are
requested to inscribe their names on the list of speakers at their earliest
convenience - if possible, even today - to enanhle the Committee to utilize fully
the facilities made available to it.

As you, Mr. Chairman, have said, memhers are requested to submit draft
resolutions as far in advance as is feasible in order to provide sufficient time
for consultations. That would also facilitate the Secretariat's task of processing
the drafts in a timely manner. I request members of the Committee to note that
draft resolutions and amendments and the names of sponsors thereof should be
submitted to the Secretariat in wreiting, to ensure accuracy and avoid any possible

misunderstanding. Requests for the use of conference rooms for Group meetings
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should also be submitted in writing as early as possible, so that the necessary

arrangements may be made in time.

I should like to draw the attention of all members to document A/C.1/44/INF/1,
which has been issued today. It lists, for the purpose of information and ready
reference, all documents before the First Committee issued as of 12 October 1989.
The list will be updated as appropriate.

Delegations are requested to provide to the conference officers a minimum of
30 copies of all prepared statements, for conference-servicina purposes.

In conclusion, I assure you, Mr, Chairman, the other officers of the
Committee, and all representatives of the full co-operation of the Secretariat of
the First Committee as we proceed, under the leadership of the
Under-Secretaries-General, to contribute to what we hope will be the successful

outcome of our work.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the Secretary of the

Committee for his explanation and for his pledqe of complete co-operation.

I should like to say a few words about what has been referred to as the
rationalization of the work of the First Committee, In a sense, a qreat deal has
already been done towards rationalization, I refer to the very smooth and
efficient procedures that have characterized our work in the past, This has
enabled the Committee invariably to complete its difficult work within the time
allotted to it. We are also aware of the large number ¢ f aqenda items ccnsidered
by the Committee and of the number of resolutions adopted,

In view of this and related issues, the Committee, over the years, especially
since 1984, has attempted to address the question of a further rationalization of

its work., In this respect, we are all very qrateful to success ive Chairmen who
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have pursued the issue. Documents on this subject, including documents A/C.1/39/9
and A/C.1/43/9, have been Submitted to the Committee. In this respect, I intend to
see that the useful work is continued at this session. I shall trv to do so within
an appropriate framework, including, wherever hecessary, consultations with
individuals and Groups., I shall try to keep the Committee informed of the results
of my cons:ltations,

I should like to make a sincere appeal to all delegations. Until such time as
certain procedures to rationalize the Committee's work have been developed and
adopted, will they plaase do all in their power to promote the efficiency and
effectiveness of ow work? Of course, this appeal is without prejudice to the
right of any delegation to make proposals it considers necessarvy.

In view of the importance ang complexity of the task that lies ahead of us,
that every opportunity must be taken for consultation and co-operation. Hence,
with the assistance of the other officers of the Committee and of all deleqations
concerned, I shall bend every effort to see to it that the Committee's work is
conducted systemaiically and efficiently so that our endeavours may have a
Successful outcome. 1In this context, I assure delegations that I shall be
available at all times for any consultations that might help to broaden areas of
aqreement with respect to draft resolutions. It is my intention to encour age such
consultations as early in ow work as possible,

In accordance with the wish expressed by various deleqations of the countries
members of the Conference on Disarmament, I intend to convene an informal meeting
of the First Committee for consultations - for information purposes - about the
Stage that has been reached in the neqotiations in the Conference on Disarmament on
the draft convention on the elimination of chemical weapons. I believe that such

consultations are of special importance at a time when it appears that those
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neqotiations will result in the rapid evolution of events. The purpose of the
consultations is to enable States Members of the United Nations that are not
members of the Conference on Disarmament, and, therefore, do not participate
directly in the neqotiations there, to familiarize themselves with the current

state of the neqotiations,
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It ia therefore my intention, as I have said, to convene an informal meetinq
of the First Committee, perhaps in the last week of Octobher. 1 am not yet in a
ponition to set a specific date, because the date will in fact depend on the liat
ot apeakers, which is still openy it will be closed only next Monday. Once we know
exactly what the situation is with respect to the list of speakers, I shall be able
to propose a date for that special meeting of the Committee to inform deleqations
of the state of neqotiatioms in the Confurence on Disarmament.

It is also my intention to hold consultations on other itema, I shall first
consult with other officers of the Committee and delegations oconcerned. In due

course I shall be making apecific proposala to the Committee in this respect.

The meeting rose at 11,35 a.m,






