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This brief report is intended to acquaint the Members of the Economic
and Employment ggmmission with those activities of the Department of Economic
Affairs which a:r:e closely’ related to the recommendations contained in 'thé
First Session Report of the Economic and Employment Commission (B/255) and

to the Relsolutiqns of the Fourth Segsion of the Economic ané. Social Council

on sconomic problenis, o .
Collection and analysis of materials on economic conditions and trends
and economic development in several countries has been-.one of the major tasks

of the Department. The scope and some preliminary results of this work are

i

covered in the reports which are being prepafred‘ by the Secretariat.and are
f L]

being made avail%ble to the Economic and Employment Commission in connéction

i
with Items 5, 6 and 7 of the Provisional Agenda.
.

A, Technicai Agsistance to Member Governments in the Field of Economic
Development (Document E/255, Part V, Section B, No. 1, Section C, No. 1)
(

1., The attention of the Economic and Employment Commission is drawn to the
3

Resolution of the Fourth Session of the Economic and Social Council, concerning

thé activities related to technical' and other assistance (document 3/403).

-The Council expresse'd its views in this Resolution after having noted: the
{

recommendations of the Commission on economic development to the Council,

2, The Council also passed at the same Session a Resolution on Zxpert Advice !
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to Membgr Governments (documen@/ﬁ/%23). Under.Fhis Reéolution the
Secretéry-General is instructed to establish machinery within the Secretariat
designed to perform severai specified serviceé, such as+assistance in
obtaining information on expert personnel from the United Nations and in
securigg expert advice.

3. Consultations have proceeded withiﬁ the Secretariat on varioug methods
of implementing the Council Reéolution'and plans are ugder way to issue a ’
brief pamphlet ag‘a guide to Member Governments on the procedure to be
followed in obtaihing expert advice, This question involves most of the
specialized agené&és and the Department of Economic Affairs has alﬁeady'”
informally acquainted the reprgsentatives of se#eral specialized agencies
with the idea of such a pamphlet. They Wi%; be called upon formally to

L4
participate in the drafting of this pamphlet,

4, In planning and developing its own activities, the Departmen; of Economic
Affairs is pearing in mind possible requests from Membgr Governments for
technical assistance in the field of economic development, so that it could

be as.fully prepared for them as the budggtary considerations permit,
Although no such requests/have reached the Department, it is anticipated that °
the Membér,Governmenﬁs will begin to call upon the Department for consultation
and advice within its competence as the activities of the Department become
better known, The propésed pamphlet referred to above will serve to acquaint
the Mémber Governments with the type of advice available to them, both from
,tﬁe United Nations Secretariat and from specialized agencies, and will also
contribute towards better co-ordination of(the activities in thfé field
betveen the Secrétariat and the’specialized agencies,

. D The Food and Agriculture Organizatioh of the United Nations has kept

the Department fully informeq‘with respect to its projected economic missions

P
(™

to several countries., The FAO invited the Department to have members of its

staff join its missions to Poland and Hungary which it is now organizing,

4

. /and the
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and the Department is expecting to be représented on those missions,- so that

it could give attention to those phases of the work of the missions which are

!

of particular interest to the United Nations. -
B. International Code Relating to Foreign Investments
(B/255, Part V, Section B, No,?) .

In pursuance of thg éommission's recomendation that the Sub-Coﬁmission
on Economic Development should undertake a study of the need for an
intérnational code relating to foreign investments, work has been initiated
by the'Secretar}at to provide material for consideration by‘the Sub-Comm?ssion.

An exploratory report is in preparation providing basic information on various
! X T

aspects of international inﬁestments relevant to thefquestién of the need for

a code.,. ’ . —

~

C. Materials on Economic Development (E/255, Part V, Section C, No.2)

1. The Department of Economic Affairs has continued collecting and anélyzing
)

available data on economic development. As a result of this activity, the
- i

Department was in a position to prepare a report on economic development in

several Member countries which is being made available to the Commission in

connection with-Item 7 of thé Provisional Agenda. -
2. Thg data on ecoﬁomid development available to the United Nations

Secretariat are noﬁ; however, complete enough to represent a rounded picture

-

of the progress of ecvonomic development in the world, nor are they adequate

s ~

for conducting the type of analyses indicated by the Commission -in its Report

-

to the Fourth Session of the Bconomic and Social Council. In order to obtain

additional information in this field, the Department of Economic Affairs
a .

<

developed a questionnaire which it discussed at informal meetings with the
representatives -of the Specialized Agencies. This questionnaire (Annex,I'
of this document) haé'now been sent to 2ll Member &o#érnments with requests
that they submit-the requested data -b» 1 July 1947. It is hoped that the
Sub-Comhission on Economic Development will benefit in 1ts work from the |

results of this inquiry. - - T
‘ ‘ ' /D.  Balance of &
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D. Balance of Payments Questions (E7255, Part VI, Section 4, No.2 (b),

and Part X, No.2 (b)) ) -

-

1, The Fourth Session of the Bconomic and Social Council, having noted the
recommendations of the Economic and Employment Commission and of the
Statistical Commission, adopted a Resolution related to the preparation of

full and regular reports and anaiyses of balances of payments in order to
, -

assist the Economic and Employment-Cormission and its sub-commissions
. -

(E/%03). ( R o
2, Plans are now being developed for the collection of balance of payments
statistics on a comprehensive scale, although detailed arrangements with

the International Monetary Fund remain‘to be worked out. ¢
%

3. In connection with the instructions of the Commission to the
Sub-Commission on Employment and Economic Stability. to give consideration to
the methods of presentiﬁg the multilateral aspeéts of balance 'of payments
problems, the'Secr;tariat hés revieweq the statistical implications of4these
instructions. The statistics for‘an "Inter-economic budget" analysis, showing

various aspects of the balance of payments of the countries of the world in

-~

relation to each of them, will be to a large extent by-productc of the
collection of general balance of payments statistics, The rate of progress

in the assembly of statistics will therefore'depend largely on the arrangements
referred to under (2) above,” Budgetary limitations affecting the staff which

A

can be assigned to this’'work also will affect the rate at which this work will

procress, o
R )

L, In pursuance‘of the resolution of the Economic.and Social Council relating

-

to the financing of urgent reconstruction requiréments (E/h3h) a questiomnaire
has been submitted to the appropriate member governments and a report to the

1 E . K
next session of the Bconomic and Social Council is being prepared. This

-, . " -
report will include material on the balance of payments for 1946 as well as
the expected position in 1947, with particular reference to the problem of
" the shortage of convertible currencies, In that connection the Members of

\ ~ . /the Commission
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the Commission may wish to ébquaint themselves with the interim report on the
needs of the devastated countries, for financing of reconstruction
requirements submitted to the Fourgh Session of the Council (E/2885.

5. The Secretariat has given preliminary consideration to an analysis in
pursuance of the suggestion which the Member of the Commission for France
made at the last session of the Economic and Employment Commission that a
comparison be made of the relative rates of recovery of eq&ilibrium in
balances of payments foilowing the first and second World Wars. Because of
insufficient staff, however, no work has yet been initiated_gn this ggbject.
It should be noted, however, that the material prepared in connection with
the proj;ct listed under (4) above will provide an important source of
*information on the subject.

Vs

E., Economic Cormissions for Europe and for Asia and the Far Bast
(E/255, Part VIII)

1

1. The Fourth Session of the Economic and Social Council established two
regional commissions, one for Europe (E/402) and one for Asia and the
Far East (B/405).
2., In connection with the fecommendation of the Economic and Employment
Commiésion that the Council consider measures to ensure the necessary liaison
between the regional commissions and other organs of the United Nations,
and in particular the Economic and Employment Commission, the following
provision in the terms of reference of both commissions is brought'to the
attention of the Economic and Employment Commission:e
"The Commission shall take measures to ensure that the

necessary liaison is maintained with other organs of the

United Nations and with the Specialized Agencies."
3. The First Session of the Economic Commission for Europe was held in
Geneva from 2 May to 14 May, It acted on the following matters: .

(a) Deferred to the second session the termination of those

essential functionsyof the Emergency Economic Committee for Zurope

- /which should
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which should be transferred to the Economic Commission for Eurore,

_and requested the Executive Secretary to report onithe considerations .
which sh&uld be takeén into account.by the Commission in deciding
vhat activities of the EECE should be taken over, and further decided
that the EECE should be terminated not iater than forty-five days
after’ the close of the second session of the BCE, with simultaneous

transfer to the ECE of functions agreed upon, )

(b) Decided to terminate the European Coal Organization not later
f - .
than the end offl9h7, and to transfer its functions to the ECE, and

L] -
requested the Executive Secretary of ECE to submit concrete proposals

-~

regarding the structure of the new coal body.
-~

(c) With respect to®the question of European inland transport

problems, the ECE requested the Executive Secretary to convene a
-4 ’

meetiﬁg of transport experts in Geneva on 27 May and to invite to
that meeting in a consultative capacity specified organizations and
EBuropean non-member countries, the first task of the meeting of
transport experts being to frame recommendations regarding the
functionf and organizational gtructure of that part of the machinery
of the ECE which will deal with transport problems, and, secondly,‘to
elaborate proposals concerning practical measures comnected with |
termination of ECITO, i - . o

(&) With respect to the question of participation in consﬁltative
capacity of Eﬁropean non-member countfies, organizations and _the

-Allied Control Authorities, decided that the Commission itself had to

take the initiative and decide which countries and organizations

-

véhould participate in a consultative capacity, and that the Commission
- will take action in each -specific case‘on the principle that those

countries and organizations should be invited whose co-operation

would aid the ECE in itsiworki [The Executive Secretary was requested

/to enquire
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to enguire as to the interest of the Allied Controi Authorities

in the activities of the‘bommissiqg7

(e) Deferred the question of the general relationship of
non-governmental organizations with ECE until the next session,

(f) Decided to hold the second session of ECE on 5.July l9h7‘énd
to include»on the Agenda the approval of an interim report to the
Fifth Session of the Econoﬁéc and Social Council, the’consia;raﬁion
of the report of the transport experts, and the final qetflemenﬁ

of arrangeﬁents for the effective transfer of some or all of the

’ .
functions of £CITO, ECO, and EECE, and for the liquidation of those

three bodieé. ' .
4, The Economic Commissién for Asia and the Far East will have ite firs
session in Shanghai beginning on 16 June 1947, -One of the main items on
the Agenda is the consideration of action to be taken with fggard to the ©

collection of further material related to economic reconstruction, Another

item on the Aéendé is the appointment of the members of the Committe?»of the
Whole, vhich is tentatively scheduled to meet at Interim Headquarters at

Lake Success on 7 July l9h7i_°The Committee of the Whole will have to considér
the membership of the éommission; the’probable association with the work

of the Commission of othereferritories inuthe area in question that may be
proposed from time to time by Member Governments responsible for the
- International relations of such-territories or group of‘territories, the
geographical scope of the Commission and any other changes in and additions

to the terms of reference -which the Committee may deem necessary and to

submit its recommendations to fhe Fifth Session of the Council.

P, International Control and Allocations of Commodities in Short Supply
and the Problem of Surplus Commodities in Prospect (&/255, Part-XII)

It is brought to the attention of the Commission that the International
Food Emergency Council is scheduled to meet oq'26 May. The Council is

expected to consider and act updn measures designed to help Member Governments

. , /cope with
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cope with the shortages in commodities under the purview of the Council and
to consider the\question of continuation of allocation recommendations with
respect to those Tood and ancillary céﬁmodities which are likely to continue
in short world supply after 31 Décember 1947, If the work of the Council

is completed at ‘the time the Commission is in session, the Economic and
Employment!Coﬁmiséion may wish to acquaint itself with the results of the
deliberations of the International Eme;gency Food Cégncil on this matter and
to invite the Secretary-General of the international Emergency Food Council

to one of its meetings for a discussion of this question.

G. "Co-ordination Register" (8/255, Part IX, No.2)

1. The Secretariat examinéd the possibilities of maintaining a file of
informatidn on substantive work in the ecoromic and statistical fields
planned or under way, and it has been decided, as an initial step in this
direction,:to beéiﬁ publication'of an Index of Work Projects,

2. Purposes of the Index

The Index is designed to be useful to the Economic and Social Council,
. 1
its, Commissions and Sub-Commissions, to Specialized Agencies and the
United Nationé Secretariat:

(2) In making known the various research resources and materials
/ -

-

available or being assembled, thus facilitating their most effective
- use and interchange;

(b) In plenning further research so as to avéid duplication of effort;\,

(c)’ In bringing to light situations in which conferences or

consultation may be useful among United Nations departments or

organizations..

3. Scope of Index of Work Projects

[y

In the beginning it is plammed to limit the Index to projects of the
United Nations, Specialized Agencies and other inter-govermmental bodies,

It will include all economic or-statistical proJjects completed since

/1 January 1946,

”
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1 January 1946, those in progress and those planned to be initiated within

»

three months of'each reporting period.,

It is proposed that the Index be issued quarterly, and it is hoped that
. , B
the first number will be ready during the second session of the BEconomic

~

-

and Zmployment Commission,

-

The information is being assembled principally by means of a

~ 4

questionnaire and will be prepared by the United Nations Secretariat for

e

publication in the ig@gg, The published data will.include a brief
description of each project, its nature, origin and purpose; the name of the
Unitgd Nations Commissiqn or Sub-Commission concerned with the project; the
Department or Division of United Nations or of the Specialized Agencies *
immediately respoﬁsible; the neme of thé person in chérge of the project,
the approximate starting date and date of completion; the form in which Ehe
results of the project will be available, i.e., as a collection of data
for working purposes or as an informal memorandum or as a mimeégraéhed >
or prihted report., / " . - -
Published métérial will include a carefully cross ?eferenced subJject

4 E]

index and a list of professional personnel in charge of the projects,
After the general scope of the Index was discussed informally with
representatives of several Specialized Agencies, questionnaires have been

sent to the Specialized Agencies and inter-goverrnmental organizations; and

material is now being assembled within the United Nations, s

BE. Housing and Town Planning (E/255, Part XI) .

-

1. The Commission in its First Session Report stated that it would be

gulded by the action of the Economic and Social Council on the resolution -

v

adopted by the General Assembly on 1l December 1946 related to Housing and
Town Planning, ~“The Fqufth Seegsion of the Council, on‘2$ March 1947, adopted -

°
a resolution (E/42L) in which it ihstrupted the Social Commission to

continue in collaboration with the Economic and Employment Commission its

-

" [study of

< -
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study of haﬁsingvproblems, and instructed~the‘éécretary-General to arrange -
for a study of housing problems fo} further.consideration by the Social
Commission in colleboration with the Economic and Employment Commission, and
further directed Ehé Secretary-General to submit to the Social Commission a
proposal regarding an international conference of experts on housing (incfhding ‘
a stateméﬁt of objectives, scope and composition) so that the Social Commission
in collaboration with the Economic and ﬁmployment Commission could/submit
recommendations to an early session of the Council,

2. | In the light of the arrangement madetby the chairm;n of the Bconomic and
Employment Commission and the Social Commission, it would become the
reéponsibility of the Economic and Employment Cormission to consider, after

the Social Commission had presented the demand side of the housing problem,
other economic aspects of housing, It is expected, therefore,.that the study
and anaiysis of the housing problem.undertakep‘by the United Nations
Secretariat in accordance with the Resolution of the EcoPomiq and Soclal
Council will be presented to the Social Commission, which, under the terms
of that Resblution, wiil,seek the views of the Economic and Employment
Commission on those aspects of housing which come within the scope or
functions of this Commission,
3. In connection with the request of the Economic and Social Council to

the Social Commission that it should, in i?llaboration with the Economic_
and Employment éommission, present recommendations regarding an international

conference of housihg and town planning experts at an early session of the )

-

Cbuncil, the following factors are brought to the attention of the Commission:
i L} 4

- (a) The next session of the Social Commission will stake place
\ -] ~

p .
after the Fifth Session of the Economic and Social Council.

(b) The Session of the Economic and Social Council subséquent to
the meeting of the Social Commission is tentatively scheduled for

28 January 1948, ‘ ' .

‘/(¢c) The Economic
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(b) The Economic and Employment Commission is not expected to meet

until 1948, after the January 1948 session of the Council.

t

In view of these facts, and in order to facilitate the work of the
] .
Social Commission, the Economic and Employment Commission may wish to

designate one of its officers to attend the next session of the Social
Commission in order to represent thic Commission when the question of an
international conference of experts is under consideration, so that the

Social Commission may be in the position to discharge its responsibilities

to the Economic and Social Council in‘accordance with the terms of the

Council Resolution, '

I. United Nations Scientific Confersnce on Resource Conservation and
Utilization ~
1. The qurth Session of the ficonomic and Social Council decided to call

a United Nations Scientific Conference on Conservation and Utilization of
Resources (E/L4OL) for the purpose of exchanging information on technigues

in this field, their economic costs and benefits, and their inter-relaﬁions.
The Council also requested the Secretary-General to underteke the necessary
preparatory work related to the organization and scope of the Conference and
decided that the.Conference be held not earlier than 1948,

2. The Department of Economic Affairs prepared a letter which was
dispatched to all Member Governments and to several Specialized Agencies .
'(Apnex II), in which they were acquainted with the action of the Council and
asked to present to the Secretary-General, as early as possible, their
suggestions for topics’andnparticipants.

3. The Secretariat is now engaged in preliminary work re%ated to this
Conference and it is expected that an advisory committee, contemplated in the
Resolution of the Council, will be set up shortly by the Secretary-General
to assist the United Nations Secretariat in deveioping the programme ‘of the

Conference.,

JANNEX I
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1

A COPY OF A LETTER ADDRESSED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO
MEMBER GOVERNMENTS ON 9 MAY 1947 RELATING TO THE
NEED OF DATA CN ECCNCMIC DEVELOPMENT v

r

1,

The Secretary-General of the United Nétions'presenté'his compliments

-

to

A

and has the honour to draw his attention to the resolutions in comnection ’

.

with economic development which were adopted by the Economic and Social
Council on 28 March 1947 (document E/403), end to the recommendations on the

™ \ -{:,
.same subJject made by the Economic and Employment Commission during ite first,

]
-

session (document E/255, Part V). In instructing its Sub-Cormission on -
Economic Devélopment and in describing the kind of services required of the

United Nations Secretariat, the Economic and Employment-Commission:indicated

mor
=]

o the types of data and analyses which the Commission and its Sub~Commission .on
~ Economic Development will require in their work., These instructions have.
been fully endgrsed by the Economic and Social Council.

- ~ o L

Specifically the Council and the Commission expect the Secretariat

to collect and analyze the data required by the Commission and the

Sub-Commission!fof thelr examination of the problems that confront.Members

]

-

6% ﬁhe‘Uhited Nations in their éfforts to achieve economic development.
Achrdinély, t@e Secretary-General intends to assemble and anaiyze the data
received from” the Member. Governments and tg meke them available to the
Economic and Social Council, the appropriate Commissions and Sub-Commissions,
and to thelspecialized agencies concerned'so’thaﬁ each of th@g within its
own field of ;esﬁonsibility méy give consideration to any factors impeding
the progress of the deyelopmenp programmes and to any action designed to
overcome the existing obstacles. In.%@;s connection attention is alsé
called to the recent discussion of these problems by the Food and Agriculture
Orgenization Preparatory Commission on World Food Proposals, which met at
Washington from Octoberll946 until January 1947, and to the recommendations
contained in its report. .

/The Secretary-General
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The Secretary-General believes that the following data will be the

minima needed to meet the~requirements of the Econcmic arnd Social Council,

its Economic and Employment Commission and the sub-commission on Economic |,

1 Ay

Development, and in view of the importance of this matter to Member
Governments has the honour to request that they may be made available to the
sSecret'ariat as soon as possible. In the cases of countries that héve

suffered war devastation, the respective Member Governments may wish to

state in what way economic development will be linked to their reconstruction

programmes

1. Name and address of the national Governmental organization
dealing with or responsible for the national economic development
of the country, and relevant data relating to this organization.

Under this heading, each Member Govermment may wish to discuss the'

structure of such national organization, its functions, the statutes
under which it operates, the degree of responsibility and authority

it exercises, budgets for investment purposes, pertinent laws, and

N

other similar types of information. If no eingle national organization

responsible for all economic development of the country exists, there

may be within that country some regional Govermmental organizations
or enterp}ises responsible for parte or types of the economic

. dévelopment of the countr&,.and in that case, the names, addresses
and a description of these orgenizations along the lines described
above is requested.

o

2, Description of measures or programmes for econcmic development
.completed within a recent period, under way or recently started
by an agency or agencies covered by sub-paragraph 1. above.

It is suggested that under this heading ail such data should -

be communicated as are easily available on economic development

w

ffogrammes recently completed, already started or_under consideration;
describing the nature and purpose of the programme, the locatione of
projects, methods and extent of financing, plens for repayment, etc.;
indicating, in regard to ecopamic development programmes, how f%; they

Y

. ' | /Qoula be

AN

[

~
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° could be carried on from domestic resources and to what extent they

~

¥

would. require external resources. While it is hoped that the data on

]

these developments will be as complete as possibl;, Member Governments

may find-that at this time only partial reports or descriptions can be
] b N -3

made readily available, The Secrétary-General urges Member Governments® =

to send-such reports- as are available now, and also to indicate when

the Sec}etariat may expect to receive the remainder, ' .~ .
.3 Description of obstacles to economic development experienced
by Member Governments. T . P

w

" Under this heédipg it is suggested that Member Governments should

indicate in some detail for each large development project now under ‘

way or being planned, what major obstaclés are being experienced in
their programmes; and what steps are being taken and what assistance,
if’ahy, is:desired from international agencies to overcome them, Some

- indication would be helpful of the relative Seriousness to each major

project of such obstacles as avilability of materials, technical skills,

s

finanéial*means,aiabour supply, and other factors.

The Secretary-General hopes that Member Governmments will be able to

~ *

supply the requested information, or at least some parts of it, not later
than 1 July 1947,  and requests that it may be addressed to:

The-Division of Economic Stability and Development,
Department of Economic Affairs,

- United Nations,
Lake Success, New York. )

In order to avoid the necessity for theysubmission to the Secretariat of

date which have already been madg’available to a specialized agency,‘the

o

-

oSecretarijeneral has the honour to request that Member Governments should

ask the specializéd agency concerned to supply copies of specific documents N

! —

* to the Secretariat, or alternatively to suggest that Member Governments should

supgly the Secretariat with coples of such material in cases when this may
a

conveniently be done. .
N Lkl

/The Economic
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The Economic and Fmployment Commission and its Sub-Commission on
Bconomic Development will be interested in measures or programmes affecting
territories other than the metropolitan. In respect to Non-~Self-Governing
Territories under their adminietration, however, the Member Governments

Soncerned may be already arranging to supply informetion on economic

development for submission to the General Assembly and the Trusteeship

- Council in the annual reports on Trust Territories under Articles 87 and 88

¥

of the Charter, for transmission to the Secretary-General under Article 73 (e)
or in other ways. Should this be fhe case, 1t would be“appreciated if this
could be indicated in the replies to this letter; if important information
is not being so covered; it is suggested that it might with value be
supplied for the present studies,¥*

Apart from the Non-Self-Governing Territories covered by Chapters XI,
XIT and XIII of the Charter, there may be other territories in respect of
which your Govermment may wish to supply information on economic development
as the Member Government responsible ‘for the international relations of the
territories, and information under the three heads mentioned above would .be

of great value in these casesg, ¥¥

#

¥ This paragraph, as well as the following paragraph, was included in
._the letter that was sent. to the United Kingdom and France.

¥% This paragraph was included in the letter that was sent to Belgium,
Australia, United States, Netherlands, Denmark, and New Zealand.

/ ANNEX II

2
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. ANNEX IT
A COPY OF A IETTER ADDRESSED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO MEMBER GOVERNMENTS,
THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE
INTERNATIONAL IABOUR ORGANIZATION, THE UNITED NATIONS
EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION,

THE WORID HEALTH ORGANIZATION, AND THE
INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION
AND DEVELOPMENT ON 2 MAY 1947 RELATING '

TO THE UNITED NATICNS CCNFERENCE ON
- RESOURCE CONSERVATICN AND UTILIZATTON

-]
The Secretary-General of the United Nations presents his compliments to
e and has the honour to draw his attention
to the resolution adopted by the Economic and Social Council on 28 March 1947
calling a United Nation§ Scientific Conference on Résource Conservation and
Utilization (Gocument E/LOL).

The Council decided that the Conference should be devoted solely to
the exchange of ideas and experience on these matters among engineers, resource
technicians, economists and other experts in related fields, and reguested
the Secretary-General to undertake thebnecessary preparatory work. In the
course of this preparatory work, he was further requested to consult with the
representatives of the specialized aééncieé and to donsiaer suggestions which
might be submitted to him by Members of the United.Nations.

In implementation of this resolution, the,Secretary-General has instructed
the Department of Economic Affailrs of the Secretariat éo gstart preliminary
discuésions with the specialized agencies and with members of the delegations
of Member Governments in New York as to the subjeqts with which the Conference
might deal. He also intends in the near future to convene a preparatory
committee of experts which will include representatives of the sﬁecialized
agencies to advise him on the programge/for the Conference.

The work of selecting the‘mést useful individual topics will necessarily
take several mon%hs. The task of selecting the most capable technicians
available to present papers at thejConference wiil take some additional time,

A

and later still these experts will need a further period for the preparation

/of their
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of their scientific contributions. .
It is theréfore highly desirable for Member Governments and the
specialized agencies to make their suggestions for topics and participants

available to the Secretariat at an early date, and the Secretary-Ceneral

wishes to stress that their co-operatiop in this matter and in msking the

= -

necessary scientific personnel available to participate are essential to

Gw

the success of the Conference.
Lﬁ letter addressed to the Govermnment of the. United States of America
had the following sentence after the words "at an early date":

In view of the statement made by the President of the United States of
America in his letter of U4 December 1946 to the Honourable John G. Winant,
at that time the representative of the United States on the Economic

and Social Council, that the United States would be able to make

skilled resource experts avallable to aid this Conference, the
Secretary-General has the honour to request that the selection of

these experts may be made at an early date so that their co-operation
with the Secretariat in the preparations of the Conference may start

as soon as possible,/

o



