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In t;he absence of Mr. Guima:"aes, Mr. Jose G~rrido Tor:res, his 

alternate, made the t:ollowing statement: 

"'l1be Social Commission at its second session, wl1icl1 took place 

bet>;eeu 28 Aug11st and l2 Septe.~nber 191:-7 ,_ gave consic,eraticn to the 

probleMs of hminine; a:;:1d tmm and country planning arising out of 

resolutions of the General Assembly ana of theEconomic and Social 

Counci.l. 

"'l'he Social Commission bad before it an interim. note !)re:parecl 

by the Secretariat ( docu.TUen·:; E/CN. 5/31) which summarizerl the act:Lon 

taken j_n effectuati.ng the resolution or.. housinB and tcT.vn and country 
' 

planning that was aC..opted by the Econo:mic and Soc}.8,l Council on 

28 Narch 1948. 
"The Social Commission also receiv0d statements from the Food 

and Agriculture O:cganization of the United :nations, the Horld E~alth 

01·ean:!.zaticn and the An:erican Federation of Labor, regarding their 
. 

interest in the matter and forms of possible inter-aeency co-operatlon 

in this field. 

··"The Commission C..ecided to refer the subject, i·Ti thout preliminary 

diccussion, to a Spe-=:ial Committee on Housing -and Town PlanniDg, . 

composed of representatives of Colombia, Equador 1 Fra....'1ce, Greece; 

Iraq, the Netherlands, New Zealand and Yugoslavia. 

"In the absence of Mr. _Nunes Guimc;traes, his alternate, . - ':• ' . ' ' ' ' ' 

Mr. Roberto de Oliveira Ca~:pos, replaced him as ob~erver of the 

Economic and Employment Commis_si9n in meetings, of the Social 
. . ' ,.. '.. . ' •· ' 

Commission dealing 1'lith prpbl~ms of housing and t<?,wn planning. 
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"Owing to the lack of specific data and of more detailed 

studies, it did not prove pos·sible for the Social Commissic!l to 

e:"amine the matter to any great extent, and the discussion centred 

mainly on the most suitable methods for further research and study 

of the problem. E~hasis was laid on the need for the dissem.inetion 

oi' techniciil knowlede;e and inforr.1ation concerning social leg:i..slation 

on housing, and for the co'"o.rdination of :i.nternational acti7ities 

in this field. 

"Detailed attention was given to the proposal for calling an 

international conference of experts on housing and tvwn planning. 

The majority of the Committee members vrere skeptical of the 

desirability and advantage of au international conference, either 

because it would involve considerable expenditure ¥Tithout certain 

prospect of tangible results, or because it was felt that the close 

li::1k between housing problems and local climatic conditions·renders 

this problem essentially a regional one, which can hardly be attacked 

on a broad international level; Greater sympathy was eA~ressed by 

:many members touards convening regional conferences to deal with 

typical problems in specific areas. It was, however, felt that 

more preparatory work would be needed before even regional 

gatherings were called. 

"There l-Tas, on the other hand_, e. large measure of agreement on 

the o.esire.bili ty of arranging for small meetings o:f experts, either 

on particular types of problems or on problems of particular areas; 

these meetings to be de;roted mainly to the exchange of informati"n 

on housing' standards, tech~icai construction methods and the 

production of building materials. It was decided that the 

-Secretary-General should be authorized to arrange for such meetings, 

within budgetary limitations. 

"The resolution passed by the Social Commission (reproduced 

on page 21 of the report of the second session :. f the Social 

Commission, document E/578) endorses the proposal of the · 

Secretary-Genaral for continuing the study of problems· o:f housing 

and town planning; stresses the importance of centralizing information 

on these ques~ions in the Secretariat; requests the Secretary-General 

· to proceed with the dissem.:..nation of the information collected, 

especial.ly legislative texts; and recommends close co-operation 

with the special~zed agencies and governmental and non~gcvernmental 

organizations operating in related fields. 

/"Thr:: resolution 
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"Tho resolution also end.orscs the- suggestion of the 

Secretary-General that, in view of the "\-lide scope of these questi.ons 

and of region!:J,l and national differences in economic and socie.l 

conditions, the U).lited Hstl.ons aprroflc~1 the problem of housing from 

t¥10 v~ ewpoints: -t:;hat of a pai:ticular type oJ: problem and of a 

particulPr type of area. 'I'he Social Com:.rnissi.c11 furtl:er consicered 

tl1at the p1·oblem of housing stc:ndr.rds fallc vithin its special 

field of inte~est and t~:..at, ffillong the several tyres, tropj_cal areas, 

we.r-devastated areas ancl uader-develop8d and rm.·al areas should be 

given speciRl attent~on. 

"In paragraph 2 0f the res.:>lution referred to above, the Social 

Corri!llission thn.nks the Chah:·me.n of the Economic ar.d Employment 

Con:.11issicn for havinc; dcsig.na:ted an observer to attend the second 

session of the Social Cc~tssion. Spe~ing for the Economic and 

Employment Commission, on behalf of Yu·. Nunes Guimaraes, uho w'3.s 

U."'lable to leave Brazil f.or the meetings of the Social Commission, 

his alternate~ Mr. Campos, reasserted the keen interest of the 

Economic_ and Employment Commission in the matter of town planning 

and housing, in view of the important bea:dng of the construction 

industry on both economic st'3.bility and economic development. Tie 

expressed the willingness of the Economic end Employment Cor11l'1ission 

to co-operate at all times with the Social Commission, althqugh 

the overcrowding of its agenda had pre7ented the Economj_c ariJ 
. 

Employment Commission from giving det9..Uzd ezaminat~.on to the 

probleill then confronting the Social Commission. 

"Mr. Ca:npos pointed out that allocat:i on oi' flli1ctions and. interests 

bet110en the Social Commission and the Econom5 c and Employment 

Commission was necessary before more concrete work is taclded. He 

called to the attention of the members o::' the Speciel Committee o.n 

Housing that a basis for this division of work had been established 

by an understanc1ins be clo:een the Cha5.rman of the Social Commission 

and the Chairman of the Economic and Employment Co:rrJ!Ilission; 

according to this arrangement, the Social Commission would 

concentrate on the d.e~and side of' the housing problem, whilo the 

Economic and Em:;?loyment Cow.mission \Tould later consider supply 

conditions. To be enabled to ~a-operate in future work, the 

Economic and EIT~loyment Commission should be provided by the 

Secretariat witZ! data on the demand for housing and the 

distribution of de!nand amorg the several e.reas, so that a study 

of economic implications can be made. 
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"ThoGe views seemed to coincide with those generally held 

by the me:abers of the Sodal Conmission. 
11 It ce,:l thus be s.ee!l that, during the discussion in t!.le second 

session of the Social COiThui8sion, the mP.thods of dealing wi t:h the 

protJ.e:rr., rath3r t~.n the subp,tance of the :prolJlem., W8re considered. 

It j_s ex_pected that when mo::.:e technical c!etails are e.YaiJ.a"':.lle, 

t:to Econci•lic and Elilplo;:;mnnt Corumission will be calleC.. upon to ei ve 

substantive con£:;ide:L'ation to this import.s,nt question, fo:r wl.oco 

. soluticn its co::.stant co-operation is desired by· the Socia:!.. 

Com-..::.ission." 
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