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1. India's first and second periodic reports on the implementation of the
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid detailed the various provisions of the Constitution and of
leqislative enactments in India qivinq effect to the provisions of this
international instrument. The Anti-Apartheid (United Nations Convention) Act
of 1981, detailed in India's second report, completed the leqislative measures
required to qive the Convention force of law in India. In the period since
the submission of India's second periodic report there have been no new
constitutional developments. To recapitulate briefly: the Constitution of
India under article 15 prohibits any discrimination based on reliqion, race,
caste, sex or place of birth; equality before the law and equal protection of
the law for all are ensured under article 14. Equality without discrimination
is accordinqly enshrined in the fundamental law of the country, i.e. in the
Constitution itself. The Indian Constitution and the Penal Code unambiquously
prohibit and make illeqal and punishable any ideas or theories of superiority
of one race or qroup of persons of one colour or ethnic oriqin, or which
attempt to justify or promote racial hatred and discrimination in any form.
Moreover, the 1981 Ant i-Apa r the id Act specifically treats any such prohibited
acts of discrimination as crimes.

2. India is committed to the cause of elimination of racial discrimination
in all its forms, includinq the elimination of apartheid. History has made
India the home of people of diverse oriqin, many of whom came from beyond the
country's borders. Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism and later Sikhism were faiths
cradled by India. Christianity, in the coastal reqions of Western India, qoes
back to apostolic times. Islam came to India within the first century of its
emerqence. India is thus composed of a wonderful mosaic of different
reliqions, cultures and diverse ethnic and racial qroups. It has a tolerant,
eclectic society where people of many different faiths and persuasions have
joined toqether in buildinq the world's larqest democracy, a democracy in
which universally acknowledqed human riqhts and fundamental freedoms are
quaranteed to all without any discrimination.

3. Since its independence, India has reqarded the achievement of freedom in
South Africa as one of the principal aims and preoccupations of its foreiqn
policv. India's interest in the question of emancipation and freedom in
South Africa has deep roots in its own struqqle aqainst colonialism and for
freedom and diqnity. Solidarity with the victims of apartheid, support for
the popular struqqles aqainst the racist reqime and condemnation of the
principles and systems which sustain apartheid are popular sentiments amonq
the Indian people and in the mass media, as well as beinq central concerns of
qovernment policy. The lonq history of India's commitment to the eradication
of apartheid and the barbarous reqime and systems which support it is well
known, as is its abhorrence of all forms of racism and racial discrimination.
India was the first country to impose sanctions aqainst South Africa and its
boycott of that country is unequivocal and complete, havinq severed all
political, cultural, commercial and diplomatic relations with it=

4. The present report details India's implementation of the Convention
durinq the period 1983-1987. In that period, India continued to strenqthen
its relations with countries of the African reqion and paid particular
attention to the escalatinq political and military situation in southern
Africa arisinq out of the oppression, brutality and aqqressive action of the
racist reqime of South Africa. On several occasions, India's consistent
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policy of firm oppostion to apartheid, condemnation of the racist regime and
support of liberation movements found forceful reiteration in the
United Nations and other international forums. As chairman of the non-aligned
movement in the period 1983-1984, India expressed unequivocal support for the
oppressed and exploited people of South Africa and Namibia, and called upon
the international community to take effective action to force the racist
regime to grant independence to Namibia without any further delay, in full
consonance with the various United Nations resolutions on the subject. India
further reiterated the need to take effective steps against the racist regime
for its continuing defiance of world opinion on apartheid and racial
discrimination, and its constant attempts to destabilize the frontline States
and subject them to repeated armed aggression. India rejected in no uncertain
terms the Pretoria regime's fraudulent attempt to consolidate apartheid by the
introduction of so-called constitutional reforms in South Africa, intended to
give an appearance of constitutionality to the already institutionalized
system of apartheid.

5. As chairman of the non-aligned movement (NAM) and also in its individal
capacity, India endorsed the decision taken by the frontline States at their
meeting in Arusha (United Republic of Tanzania) in April 1985. The Arusha
meeting inter alia called upon South Africa to dismantle the root cause of the
instability in the region, i.e. apartheid, and to honour Security Council
resolution 435 on Namibia. The so-called constitutional reforms within
South Africa, introduced by the racist regime, were rejected outright by
India. The Government of India, in an official statement, termed these as
faudulent.

6. During the NAM Ministerial Co-ordinating Bureau meeting in New Delhi in
April 1985, the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, announced India's decision
to accord full diplomatic status to the SWAPO representative in India. During
that meeting, as well as at the NAM ministerial meeting at Luanda and
at the United Nations, India forcefully reiterated its stand that the
"Interim Administration" set up by the Pretoria regime in Namibia, with the
connivance of the discredited and unrepresentative Multi-party Conference, was
illegal, that United Nations Security Council resolution 435 was the only
basis for a settlement of the issue, that SWAPO was the only legitimate
representative of the Namibian people, and that extraneous issues, like the
withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola, should not be linked to the Question
of the independence of Namibia.

7. Elimination of apartheid and the establishment of a non-racial
representative government in South Africa was a subject which dominated the
Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting at Nassau in October 1985. India was
able to assist in achieving a consensus among the Commonwealth members
for a programme of common action against Pretoria. India nominated
Mr. Swaran Singh, a former External Affairs Minister, as its representative on
the seven-member Group of Eminent Persons set up during the meeting to promote
political dialogue and to monitor the proqress of the South African regime's
responses.

8. The political declaration adopted by the Extraordinary Ministerial
Meeting of the Co-ordinating Bureau of Non-aligned Countries at New Delhi in
April 1986 expressed strong condemnation of Pretoria for its barbarous acts of
oppression repression and discrimination and its imprisonment and detention of
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all those opposed to the apartheid reqime, which had increased to alarminq
proportions with the traqic and brutal massacres of the defenceless
population, including school children. The Ministers reiterated that a just,
durable and universally acceptable solution of the situation in South Africa
could come about only with the total eradication of the apartheid system and
the establishment of a non-racial and democratic society. India and the
non-aliqned countries are pledqed to intensify their efforts in support of the
freedom fiqhters of South Africa who are campaiqninq not only for their
independence but also to uphold principles dear to humanity as a whole. They
are also pledqed to continue to work hand in hand with the United Nations in
its effort to combat apartheid and racial seqreqation.

9. The so-called reforms and constitutional chanqes, includinq elections to
a tricameral leqislature, are a farce aimed at dividing the non-white
population of South Africa. India considers these reforms as an attempt to
perpetuate the system of apartheid, whereby the rulinq minority would continue
to deprive the vast majority of the population of any meaninqful say in the
political process of their own country. It is a move aimed at splittinq the
liberation movements and sowinq discord between the Coloured and Indian
communities on the one side and the black majority on the other. India urqed
all the people of South Africa, and especially all those of Indian oriqin, to
take no part in the so-called election and to maintain unity in the struqqle
aqainst apartheid and racial seqreqation. The elections held in Auqust 1984
were not successful in motivatinq the majority of the electorate to exercise
their franchise, desoite a massive and sustained campaiqn launched infavour of
participation bv the Government. As a measure of India'.s sympathy and support
for all those struqqlinq to introduce an equitable and democratic reqime in
South Africa, the Government of India decided in May 1986 to ban entry into
India of any member of the Coloured and Asian leqislatures which form part of
these so-called constitutional reforms, as they are not represenative of the
Coloured or Asian communities in South Africa and their participation in the
exercise by the apartheid reqime only serves to divide and weaken the struqqle
aqainst apartheid.

10. At the Harare summit in 1986, the non-aliqned countries established an
Action for Resistinq Invasion, Colonialism and Apartheid (AFRICA) Fund. A
nine-member Fund Committee with India as chairman and Zambia as vice-chairman
was set up. A sub-committee consistinq of the same members, under the
chairmanship of Zambia, also came into beinq to consider the issue of
utilization of pledaes and implementation of projects. The AFRICA Fund summit
was held in New Delhi in January 1987. The summit adopted a plan of action
and issued a universal appeal seekinq support for the Fund. As a sequel to
the summit's appeal, the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, wrote to leaders
the world over, nonaliqned and others alike, seekinq support and assistance
for the Fund.

11. The response to the appeal has been very encouraqinq. To date, 52 donors
representinq almost one third of the international community from the North
and the South, the East and the West have pledqed contributions equivalent to
US$ 413 million in cash, kind and project assistance to the Fund. This
includes an assistance in kind of Rs 500 million from India over a period of
three years. Since the summit, the Committee has met three times at the level
of senior officials at New Delhi (Auqust 1987), Brazzaville (January 1988) and
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Lima (August 1988) to review progress and plan for the future. Several
laudatory references have been made at regional and international conferences
appreciating the progress achieved by the Fund so far.

12. The nine-member Fund Committee consists of India (chairman), Zambia
(vice-chairman), Algeria, Argentina, Congo, Nigeria, Peru, Yugoslavia and
Zimbabwe. The objectives of the Fund are to strengthen the economic and
financial capability of the frontline States, and to assist them to enforce
sanctions against South Africa and to cope with retaliatory action by the
racist regime. The measures envisaged in the resolution to achieve these
objectives include: establishment of a strategic relief reserve to relieve
shortages of essential commodities; strengthening of the transport and
communication system; ensuring of infrastructural installations and networks;
neutralizing of negative trade effects; development of trained manpower
resources and mobilization of international public opinion and financial
resources in order to fulfil the objectives of the Fund.

13. The closing address of the Prime Minister of India at the summit meeting
of the AFRICA Fund Committee in January 198 7 outlined the perspective and
philosophy within which India situates itself in the struggle against
apartheid. The Prime Minister said:

"We belong to one human family. That part of our family which lives
in southern Africa is suffering the conseauences of invasion, colonialism
and apartheid. We wish to go to the aid of our kith and kin.

"The ending of apartheid is not merely the restoration of human
rights and human dignity to the people of South Africa but is, in fact,
the restoration of human rights and human dignity to all of humanity. To
temporize with apartheid is to compromise with human decency. There is a
significant correlation between the reluctance to take decisive action
and vested economic interests. Many speak about human rights. Few have
suffered as much as the fontline States for standing up for human
rights. They have done so with courage and out of principle. They are
paying a heavy price for resisitng apartheid and aggression.

"The racist clique is increasing its oppression. Not from stength
but from fear. Fear that apartheid is about to crumble. Fear that its
overthrow is imminent and inevitable. Fear that the whites of
South Africa will have a society based on human rights and the dignity of
the individual.

"Now is the moment to strike and strike hard. The superstructure of
apartheid is built on the foundations of military relationships and
economic sustenance from abroad. Sanctions will undermine the
foundations of apartheid. Sanctions are the only non-violent means left
to counter the violence of apartheid.

"The campaign we are launching today is a campaign to sensitize
world public opinion to the need for immediate action. A regime without
shame will not respond to blandishments and cajoling. It will have to be
brought to its knees. Without the moral and material support which
Pretoria receives from a handful of countries, apartheid would collapse,
ending also the illegal occupation of Namibia and persistent
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destabilization of the frontline States. The people of southern Africa
are more than willing to bear the burden of sanctions. Many of us have
not only imposed santions ourselves but have also pledqed our support to
those on the firinq line."

14. The Government of India realizes the value of preventive action in the
endeavour to combat prejudices which lead to racial discrimination. It is for
this reason that a deliberate effort is directed towards shapinq the right
mental attitudes through teaching, education, culture and the information
media. The school curriculum in India devotes considerable attention to the
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Riqhts, the
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid and the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination. These are covered under subjects such as social
studies, civics, qeoqraphy and qeneral knowledqe. In addition, the (free)
press in India, which enjoys the unimpeded benefit of freedom of opinion and
expression, also contributes positively to the promotion of understanding,
tolerance and friendship among nations and different racial groups.

15. The role of radio and television in India in combating racial prejudice
and protecting human rights is unparalleled because it reaches every part of
the country, overcoming the barriers of distance and illiteracy. The policy
of the Government of India and its stand in various international forums have
been adequately and prominently covered in all news bulletins, both central
and reqional. The messaqe is put across in various formats such as talks,
dialoques, interviews, discussions, songs, slogans, features, etc., so that it
will have the desired impact on listeners. An illustrative list of some of
the special programmes broadcast/telecast by All India Radi^ and certain
important Indian television centres is appended to this report, jjy

^J The list is available for consultation in the files of the
Secretariat.


