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1: The Economic and Social Council at ita first session established an, 
·~ ! ' ... l • ... - . i • f. ,a. • ; • ~ 4 "*' ' .. ·.: " ~ ...... • ""' -. • .. ~ 

Economic and Employment Commission with a nucleus of nine members. to hold 
..... _ · . .•:... r l r;. .: ~ ~ ~ . :;. - ~.. . """1 ... ' ~, -· • \ • ...... : '"'":. • .. • · 

office until 31 March 1947 or until the successor Commission was appointed. 
' •. ~ "": •.• ' ~"'· s.,. ' .. ~... -

This temporary body was instructed to report on the revision of..the tentative 
. \. ~ t1 .,._""...,...l ~ l.,. ! .J • !j .. ~. I ..,._..,~•:•,! ~ · .. -•.• _.. f: ~ .. .' ~ ....... .b "' '";>' i "" 

terms of reference of t~e Commission, on the definitive compos~tion and 9n 
. ~ ,.. ~ , • ~ ' ., • ~"".\.... J ..... t- . ,i "' - ~. ~ :' ~' ... .. ....... ... ... 1 . . "+ ~ ...#.. • • 

the desirability of a sub-commission on the economic. recpnstruc~~o~ of 
.. a. • .- ~ ~.. .. j f.... "" ., • • ""'f to ... .. 

... ... .. 'II- ~~ • ...: * .. ..... '¥- ~ 

devastated areas. . 
......... .l ., *'""· .. ~ ... ....... " .... ·~- .. . , .. 

2. The Nuclear Commission reported on 28 MaY.l946 during the second session 
r -:f ~ .:· """ .......,, '!· .... , .; ..._ ~ 

of the Council on these and ·Some other matters. At its aecond session the 
..... , r • ~ - : -;{ : -~ """ ., ... ~ "" 

Council determined the terms of reference of the Commission itself and its 
.. 1 ..,: • ~:4 . ~ 'l!l ..... ~ j ·-: : . "'.... t• ,. 'J ... ; • .. ; 

compos! tion and at its third seasirm determined the terms of referer:·)e• and 
~ ~ 4 • ~ . 

composition of the sub-commissions on Stabi~ity a~d EmploJ~ent an~ on 

Economic Development. Except for one or two minor matters which are before 
l .,~ . . .... ' ; ~ -:_.. "1 t.l""- ~~~ 6 : ~ J._ 1 ,. 

you on the proposed agenda~ yo~r term~ of ref~renqe are now comp~et~. 
t"•,......, ; ~.: 1 • . - ><(.. -~- ... ~ ~l - ' <4· 

3. The Nuclear Commission ~ec0mmended that a Temporary Sub·Commiss_ion on. the ... \: .., r ~ -:.. .., t ... ~· ! .. ..,~~~-f f;- ~ .. ... ~ ::. ..:., :. ... • • ... .- t .. ~ .. .. 

Economic Reconstruction of D~vastated Areas be appointed and that, though 
·~ llj' .f tr • - ; ~ _..... .... • > ..... • fr..... .,... .. • .. I "': ~ . ..,., ""'~ , ._, .J ,. :" .... .;- .. .,.. .. ..» ! , . ""... ~ 4 .. ..... "".. ~ ... .. 

a sub-commission in form, 1 t should rep,.,rt. C.irect to the Cpuncil. The .. 
!'4<~ _.,. s -~~ -~ !~"l~"~ ~::; ;r .... ·; ~ ·; t.,"" "".. ;!'\~ ~.,.... J 

Sub-Commission was appointed and presented a preliminary report on European 
... : .... 1 't ... ':::- '\~ ... ~ # ... ..,~ ::tf ... ' ... .. Jl, ... ~· ..... .f- t .,.,: .. .. • -

Areas at the third session of the Council. Some of the recommendations of the 
.. ~ --r, .._:_ .. '_;.' - ~ • • • .:..,;: • - .. • ~ :' ...... ~ •, .. , 

Sub~Commission have still to be considered by the Council and if adopted may 
.• z.- f C' ..... l ..... • ..... J~ ... ~~ '".! ~ 1 __.., 1~ ~ _." ~ ; . .. ~ 

have a bearing on the scope.and functions of your.Commiss1pn. The $ub~Comm1ssion 
.,. .... . 1- ,.. ..:. .t"""! : ~ ~ . ~ !-- .. ·~ , ... :' .. J. 4 

,.. ' .... ; .,. ·i ~ ...... ~ 

~~f:. D . 
1 
.~.a~d -has extended it to the ~~r E~st:. __ :. !' • 

4.J There are other matters on which the'Nuc1ear Commission made suggestions 
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and on which the Council did_ not feel it necessary to take specific ac·tion. 
,• 

Most imp'ortant are the suggestions made concerning the information and, 

services which the Commission will need to carry out its functions. These 

.are set out in Section. IV of Part One of the ·Commission' a report. On · 

some of these .the ,Becretariat.has already taken action. On some, complete~ 
~ • .. 4 ~ r 

' .. 
-action may·hav~ to.await the setting.up·o~ the.sub~commissions~· -On behalf 

[ 

of·my former colleagues, some of whom happily reappear as members of ~his 

Commission, I would earnestly d.irec_t your attention to these suggestions;-
. • I 

. which should be the subje<?t .of discus~ion be·tween yourselves and the 

Secretariat: The·.Nucle.ar. Commise.io~~~lso. Sl,lgg~sted c~rt~in items which 
,~ ~ . ~ ~ ... 

appear on your proposed agenda. 
l -

5. FolloWing" a resolution ~f the General Assembly on 11 'February 1946 

a Special"Meeting:on ~rgent food p~o~lems was convened in Washington and was 

in session from 20 to 27 May. This meeting, in addition to making~ 

.. reco~endations on certain immediate probl~ms, requested.th~ Director~eneral 
•' ' 

of FAO t6 prepare proposals with regard to long term food problems. 
: 

6. These proposals> entitled "Pro:9osals·for a World Food Board" were 
/ . 

submitted to the Second Session of the FAO Conference held in C0penhagen 

2 to 13 ieptember 1946. The Conference resolved to accept the objectives­

of t11e prop'asals, i.e. "(a) devel~pir'-13 and organizing production, 
f ! ;: ! • 

distribution and utilization of the basic foods to provide diets on a hearth - ' 
standard for the peoples o~ all countries, ·and (b) stabilizing agricultural 

prices at levels fair, to the producers and consumers alike", and' considering 
.,. . . . 

-that internationo.l machinery is necessary to achieve these "objectives"; to . . .. , 
esta~Ush "the Preparatory CoiDIDission to consider further the proposals and 

at1bmi t recommendations~ regarding the- n~cessary machinery"., The Conierence · 
- ( - .. .,. . ... 

also resolved that the Economic and~Social Council should be invited to 

send two repreaentati ves- to the Preparatory Commission .one of whom·vrould . . 
... ....... "' .., " • " r... 

,speak specially for the Preparatory Committee ~t _the International Conference 
.... ~ ,J,. '"' ' • 

on Trade and Employment, that the final report of tpe.Preparatory·comriuss1bri 

/should be 



I, 

should be e:lrculated. tc .. the ._E.conouuc. and Social --council and that, after 
' • '\ • ' • --4 ' • 

consideration by an FAO.conf~re~~e 1 the ~POft with recommandat1~e would 

be passed on to the Uni te.d N~tion~. . .. 
' 

7. Acc·ordingly on 3 October 1946 the Economio end Social Council 
. ' . 

~ ~ '11 

·requested the Secretary-General to appoint a repre~entativ~ to"take part 
' ~ ' . ' 

in the deliberations of th~ ~AO Preparatory Commission to _speak specially 

for the Preparatory Committee of the International Conference on ~ade and 
.. 

Employment., The Council itself appointed the Chairman of the Economiq and 
1-

Employm.ent Commission as such or his alternate appointed by him to take part 

in the deliberation~ of the Commiss~on. . lt also requested the 

Secretary-General to repor·ti I on the 9-elib~rations of the Preparatory 

Commission ~t each sess~on ot the Council urit~l the Co~tssion completed 

--its work and requested the Economic and :&nployment Commission to_keep 

itself closely informed of the progress of the deliber~tions of the 
' ,. f 

Preparatory\Commission and to advise tne Council as to the n~ture and ~iming 
. 

of t:u~ther measures that mig~t be required in order to assure progres~ 
' ~ ~ ~ • "~<, 

tovTards the basic objectives. 

8. Pursuant to the resolut19n of ~he Economic and Social Council, I 

attended meetings ?f the Preparato~y Commission and appointed as my . . ' 

alternate Mr. David Weintraub of the Economic Affaire Department of the 

Secreta,riat. ~e Secretary-General appointed, as his representative to 

speak specially for the Preparatory Committee of the Intern~tional .. Conference 
' ' '~ ' ' 

, ' I 

on Trade and Employment,·Mr. David Owen, Assistant Secretary-General tn - . 

charge of t~e Economic Affairs Department. In addition, the representatives 

of the Cov.:ncil were assisted. by Members of the Economic Affai·r.s l't. ":"-~Ytment 

' of the Secretariat. The representatives of the Council ga"~':- ::-..··.·;~.r :.-Lo:l 

particularly to ways and means of effective co~op~ration betweo.~ FAO and 

the United Nations and other international agencies in respect of the 
' j ' • ', ' 

matters considered and recommendations to be made by the. Preparatory 
\ 

I Commission. 

/9. The l?reparatory 

/ 
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9. The-Preparatory Commission began its proceedings on 28 October. After 
" • .. '• ' .. ' • ·,: : : .• : '<; ' • ..... '1 

general statements in plenary session the Comxn.iesion established t'-ro 
< ~' ' ' 

" Ill:;. •• :>' ' • ._ ' . ' 

committe~~' t~e firs~ on development and ~ood programmes and the· second 
.. 

on. price stabilization and commodity policy. Later the two committees· 
'. ' \. 

" held j~int·m~etings, It is expected that the report of the Commission will 
::. 

, be adopt~d and the last session held \i,uring the present week. 
• ' ' ~: ' : ' ' ~ ' I ' I' > • • 

.10. ;rt is expected that the Report of the FAO Preparatory Commission "~ill be 
~ ' .. • •• ; ~· • ' ' • 1 ' ' ' •• 

apuroved this week. It will· be circulated to members of the Economic and 
' . ' : ... 4. -~. . ... • ' ' : .. . . • l t• ~ • " • 

Employm.ent COJ;Illllission as soon -as it· :ts avaU.able, a.s will also a ,memorandum 
• - •. ,. ' . • • • • I .\. ' . . ~ • . I I 

summarizing the conclusion of the Preparatory Commission and drawing special 
';' •' ' ' ;• ''< I '• '. ,; ·" " " l'), : 

attention to recommendations to the Economic-and Social Council. 
~ ' ' ' •• "~ '~. f' • ~ • • : ' : • . • ' 1 ' 'L' . 

_.since- th~ R~p_ot:t bas .not yet been completed and approved, it might, 
. ~ . . 

t I think, 'Qe m1sleadi:ng and would be improper for me to discuss the 
,·,· ... ···. . . . . ' . 

recommendations ot the Preparatory Commis~ion as they appear in the several 
~ -. fl ' " • ' • ' ' ' • • ' 

' I 

drafts ~ioh ·r h~ve seen. 
·.~ ~ ' ,· ' ... 

It is, however, desirable to emphasize the 
4 

direct. concern pf this Commission in' the Report. 

_The :Report is concerned vri th two· .sets' of problems each of which touches 
.·' ' ' ' .. .. . v 

'· ,tne interests of this Commission. ;First, it is directed to nutrition 
' -· 

; ) I I' 

programme~· and to tpe agri~ultural end developmental projects which are ·-. ' ' '' ' ' ' ·. ' . . '' '/ . ' '' . . ' . ', \ 

necessary to_ their. fulfilment. Hhile FAO is' expecte~ to play a leading 
• r 

' I 

part in revi_ewing national programmes for nutrition and food production and 
- . - , - • \ l ', • •• '~ ' '• t ' • • . ' • • • •' 

in providing edvlce and tec~nical assistance, 1 t is recogniz_ed that other 
\ ' ' I ' ' 

institutions and 1bodies will also have major contributions to make and that 
. I . •, ', .· . , . , • ', . . ·. . ' 

success will not be attained unless careful co-ordination of the wtole is 
' I ' ' 

·• ., .... 
achieveo.. Important duties will, therefore, fall on the I:!!0;)·::-:::::! o and Social 

' ' ~ ~ •' ~ ~ j ' • • ; ' 

Council l-7hich ·vTiJ.l presumably be dependent on this CO:rll:.il~.te·~ .. :r· .__:,·,A on the 
• ' ' • ' '. • ' • ·~ ¥ • • 

sub-commission on Economic Development for inf'onration ~.:id. ad ~:;,.r,e. It will 
. . ... - ' . .' ~' ' ' ' . . ' . 

thus b0 especially important that careful study shoulc'J. ·be ghen. to the Report 
' t ' ~ ' 

and that_ efficientl,y wor~ing arrangements ~hould be esta'I.Jll Dhed with the 

International Bank and other bodies concerned with these mat't9rs. 

I 
/ 



E/CN.l/16 
Page 5 

Second, _the Report is. concerned with the stabilization of agricultural . . 
pl"ices, the p-r:oper function nnd form of international com"JJ.cdi ty agreements, 

• I 
and. a~rar•geme:;;.ts for transfer:cine S'..U'plus su-pplies 'at reduced prices to 

count::-ies .. in r;eed. Consideration has also beenogi ve:1. to the specific 
'.) 

probl.en::s associated wi..th indiv;i.d.ual conrruoditieo. These are matters with . t 
'Which, in part, the P:re:paratory Co::nro.issibn appointed to consider the Trade 

a:ct:. Employment P:!:'o:posals has also ·been concerned. The recor&uendations 

maG.e. and. the course of future O.evelopm.ents will be of great int~rest and 

·conce,rn to this Commission ar1d to its sub-commission on Ste.l>ili ty and ~ 

Employment. 

11. / ' In view· of the direct concern of the Commission in this Report and the 
I . 

ir.:rportence. whi~h the Economic and. Social Council has attached. to it, and 

I 

sirice I am not able to re:rort morE? fully and authori tati ve.~y on it at 

• - this pol'ticular instance, I would reopectfully suggest that the Comm:!.ssion 

\ ' 
should invite' the Chairman of the Preparatory Commission, Viscount ~ruce,, 

I 

to ap?ear before it as soon as the session~ in Washington are adjourned 
\ ' .' 

and to adC!.ress the Commiss:lon on. the subject of the. :Re:f!Gr't. 

12.. Finally, Mr. Chai1na."'1.~ since ·the work of t:1e fl~epu.ratory Commission is 

:t:J.ot; yet ·completed, I ha.~e to inform you that the d.uty of rep-resent~ the 

Economic and Social CoU11.cil on that body is now tren.sferred from me to 

you. 

/ 

11 
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•' 
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