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Convention in a Protocol or Convention relating to the Status of Stateless 
Perçons. These articles are not reproduced below. 
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General obligations 
(Sce Article 2 of the V-jjX Convention) 

Every- stateless person has âuties to the country in vhich he finis hiE6elf, 
which requiro in particulnr that he conforn te its laws and régulations as 
well as to neasures token fer the maintenance of public order. 

Nen-di écris! .[ration 
(See Article 3 of the XVll"Convention) 

The Contracting States shall apply the provicions of this Convention to 
stateless persons uithout discrimination as to race, religion or country of 
crigin, 

Rel ijT ion 
(See Article U of thûT.951 Convention) 

The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons vithin their 
territorics treatment at least as fcvourable as that accorde! to their 
naticnals with respect to freedom to practice their religion and freedom as 
regards the religions éducation of their children. 

Rig.htB Granted Aoart 'from thie Convention 
. (Sec Article 5 Ôi' the 1951 Convention) 

ilothing in this Convention shall be deemed to impair cny rights and beneflts 
granted by a Contracting State to stateless perçons apnrt frem this Convention. 

The terr.i "in the samc clrcumotances" 
(See Article 6 of the 1991 Convention) 

For the purpose of this Convention, the tern "in the saine circumstances" 
implies that any requirements (including requirements as to lcngth and conditions 
of sojourn or résidence) vhich the particular individuel vculd have to fulfil 
fer the enjoyment of the right in question, if he were not a stateless person, 
must be fulfilled by him, with the exception of requirements which by their 
nature a stateless person is incapable of fulfilling. 
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Exemption from reciprocity 
(See-Article 7 of the 1951 Convention) 

1. Except vhere this Convention contains more favourable provisions, a 
Contracting Stdte shall accord to stateless persons the sarae treatment 
as is accorded to aliens generally. 
2. After a period of three years1 résidence, ail stateless persons shall 
en^oy exemption frcm législative reciprocity in the territcry of the Contracting 
States, 

3. Each Contracting State shall continue to accord to stateless persons 
the rights and benefits to which they vere already entitled, in the absence 
of reciprocity, at the date of entry into force of this Convention for that 
State. 

U. The Contracting States shall consider favourably the possibility of 
according to stateless persons, in the absence of reciprocity, rights and 
benefits beyond those to which they are entitled according to paragraphe 2 
and 3, and to extending exemption from reciprocity to stateless persons 
vho do not fulfil the conditions provided for in paragraphe 2 and 3. 
5. The provisions of paragraphes 2 and 3 apply both to the rights and 
benefits referred to in Articles 13, 18, 19, 21 and 22 of this Convention and 
to rights and benefits for which this Convention does not provide. 

Exemption from exceptional iaeasures 
(See Article 8 of the 1951 Convention) 

With regard to exceptional meo.6ures which may be taken against the 
person, property or interests of natlonals or former nationale of a foreign 
State, the Contracting States ehall not apply such measuree to a stateless 
person solely on account of having previously possessed the nationality of 
the foreign State in question. Contracting States which, under their 
législation, are prevented frcm applying the général princlple expreseed 
in this article shall, in nppropriate cases, grant exemptions in favour of 6uch 
stateless persons. 
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ProvlclonrO measureB 
(See Article -/oîT the 1Ç£1 Convention) 

Nothing in thiD Convention shnll prevent a Contracting State, in time 
of var or other grave ani excepticnal circumstances, from taking provisionally 
rneasures vhich it considéré to be essentiel to the national security in the 
case of a particular person, pending a détermination by the Contracting State 
that that person ie in fact a ctateless pereon and that the continuance of such 
measuree ie nececeary in his case in the interests of national 6ecurity, 

Continnity of résidence 
(Cee Article~TÔ cf the"î'S&l*Convention) 

1. Where a stateless person ha6 been forcibly dicplaced during the 
Second World War and removed to the territory of a Contracting State, and 
is résident tkere, the period. of such enforced-cojourn shnll be considered 
to have been lawful résidence within that territory, 
2. Where a stateless person hno been forcibly displaced during the 
Second World War from the territory of Q Contracting State and has, prior 
to the date of entry into force cf this Convention, returned there for the 
purpose of takinc UP résidence, the period of résidence before and efter such , 
enforced diGplacenent shall be regarded as one uninterrupted period for any 
purposes for vhich uninterrupted résidence is required. 

Stateless coojr.cn 
(See Article îx of tne x/fl Convention) 

In the case of stateless perscns regularly serving as crew members on 
bcard a.ship flying the flag of a Contracting State, that State ehall give 
sympathetic considération to their establishment on its territory and 
the issue cf travel documents to them or their temporary admi66ion to its 
territory particularly with a viev to facilitating their establishment in 
another country. 
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' " • |>g"srn,il status 
(See Article 12 of the 1^51 Convention) 

1. The personal status of a ctateless perscn shall be governed by the 
lav of the country of his domicile or, if he has no domicile, by the lay 
of the country of his résidence. 
2. Rights previcuoly acquired by a stateless person and dépendent on 
Personal status, more particularly rights attaching to marriage, shall be 
respected by a Contracting State subjcct to conpliance, if this be necessary, 
with the formalities required bj< the lav of that State provided th3t the 
right in question is one vhich vould have been recognized by the law of that 
State had he not becone a stateless perscn, 

Kovsbte and iiffnoveble property • ' • 
(See Article lp of the l'/jl -Convention) 

The Contracting StateG shall accord to a stateless person treatment as 
favourable as possible and, in any event, not less favourable than that 
accorded to aliens gcnerally in the same circumstances,•as regards the 
acquisition of movable and immovable property and other rights pertaining 
thereto, and to leases and other contracte relating to movable and immovable 
property. ' ; ; ••••„ " . r. 

ArtlGtic rights and industriel property 
(See Article 1*+ of the 1§'j± Convention) 

In respect of the protection of industriel property, such as inventions, 
designs or modela, trade marks, trade names, and of rights in literary, 
artistic and scientific vorks, a stateless person shall be accorded in 
the country in which he has his habituai résidence the Bame protection as 
is accorded to nationals of that country. ,Jn the territory of any other 
Contracting State, he shall be accorded the same protection as.is accorded in 
that territery to nationals of the country in vhich he has his habituai 
résidence. . :w.;i 
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Rlght of association 
(See Article 15 of the VjÇl Convention) 

As regards non-pclitical and nen-profit-making associations and trade 
unions the Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons lavfully 
st&ying in their territory the mosfc favourable treatment possible and in 
any case, not less favourable than that accorded to foreigners in général in 
the sano circumstances. 

Acces s to Courts 
(See Article*" îo~of the 1^1 Convention) 

1. A stateless person shall have free acceos to the courts of lav on the 
territory of ail Contracting States. 
2. A stateless person shall enjoy in the, Contracting State in vhich he 
has his habituai résidence the saine treatment as a national in matters 
pertaining to access to the Courts, including légal assistance and exemption 
from cantto judlcatum 6olvi. 
3. A stateless person shall be accorded in the matters referred to in 
paragraph 2 in countries other than that in vhich he has his habituai résidence 
the treatment gronted to a national of the country of his habituai résidence. 

Wage-earning Emrloyment 
(See Article 17 of the 1^31 Convention) 

1. The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons lavfully etaying 
in their territory the most favourable treatment possible andt in any case, 
not less favourable than that accorded to foreigners in général in the same 
circumstances, as regards the right to engage in wage-earning employaient, 

l'2. In any case, restrictive meacures imposed on aliens or the employaient 
of aliens for the protection of the national labour market shall not be applied 
to a refugee vho vas already exempt from them at the date of entry into force of 
this Convention for the Contracting State concerned, or vho fulfils one of the 
following conditions: 

(a) He has completed three years1 résidence in the country; 
(h) He has a spouse pos6e66ing the naticnality of the country of résidence, 
A refugee may not invoke the benefit ûf this provision if he has abandoned 
his spouse; 
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(c) He haa one or more chilriren possessing the nationality of the country 
of résidence^/* 

2. The Contracting States Ehall give syrapathctic considération to assimilating 
the rightc of ail stateless persons vith regard to vage-earning employment to 
thcce cf nationale, and in particular of thoee stateloss persons vho have entered 
their tcrritory pursuant to programmée of labour recruitment or under immigration 
schemes. 
Note ; The Conférence decided to delete the paragraph between square brackets. 

Self-emplcyment 
(See Article 18 of the 1951 Convention) 

The Contracting States shall accord to a stateless person lawfully in 
their territory treatment as favourable as possible and, in any event, not 
less favourable than that accorded to aliène generally in the seme circumstances, 
as regards the right to engage on his ovn account in agriculture, industry, 
handicrafts and commerce and to establish commercial and industrial companies, 

Libéral professions 
(See Article 19 of the 1951 Convention) 

Each Contracting State shall accord to stateless persons lavfully staying 
in their territory who hold diplomas recognlzed by the compétent authorities 
of that State, and vho are desirous of practising a libéral profession, 
treatment a3 favourable as possible, and, in any event, not less favourable 
than that accorded to aliens generally in the saœe circumstances, 

/2, The Contracting States shall use their best endeavour3 consiotently 
vith their lavs and constitutions to secure the settlement of 6uch refugees in 
the territories, other than the metropolitan territory, for whose international 
relations they are reGponsible^* 

Note : The Conférence did not include the paragraph betveen square brackets. 
The draft protocol did not provide for the application of this 
paragraph to stateless persons, and there vas no proposai in the 
Conférence to include it. 
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Rationirg 
(See Article 20 of the 1951 Convention) 

Where a rationing systert existe, vhich applies to the population at 
large and. régulâtes the général distribution of prcductc in short supply, 
stateless persons shall be accorded the same treatment as nationals, 

Houslng 
(See Article 21 of the 1951 Convention) 

As regards housing, the Contractirg States, in so far as the natter is 
regulated by lavs or régulations or io subject to the control of public 
authorities, shall accord to stateless persons lavfully staying in their 
territory treatment as favcurable as possible and, in any event, not less 
favourable than that accorded to aliens generally in the sane circumstances. 

Public éducation 
(See Article 22 of. the 195Ï Convention) 

1. The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons the sane 
treatment as is accorded to nationals vith respect to elementary éducation. 
2. The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons treatment as 
favourable as possible, and, in any evcnt, not less favourable than that 
accorded to aliens generally in the same circumstances, vith respect to 
éducation other than elementary éducation, and, in particular, as regards 
access to studies, the récognition of foreign school ccrtificates, diplcnas 
and degrees, the rémission of fees and charges and the avard of scholarships. 

Fublic relief 
(See Article 23 of the 1951 Convention) 

The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons lavfully staying 
in their territory the same treatment vith respect to public relief and 
assistance as is accorded to their nationals. 
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Labour législation and social security 
"(Sea îvrticio 2'i of the 1951 Convention) 

1. The Ccntracting Statea shall accord to gtateless persons lavfully 
staying in their territory the came treatment as is accorded. to nationale 
in respect of the f ollcvirg matters : 

(a) In so far as such nattsrs are gcverned by lavs or régulations 
cr are eubject to the control of administrative authorities; 
rémunération, including faaily allowances vhere these fora part 
of rémunération, heurs of vork, overtine arrangements, holidays 
vith pay, restrictions on home vork, minimum âge of emploient, 
apprenticeship and training, vome-n's vork and the vork of 
young person3, and the enjoynent of the benefits of collective 
bargaining; 
(b) Social security (légal provisions in respect of eaployment 
injury, occupational diseuses, naternity, sickneGS, disability, 
old âge, death unemploynent, fomily responsibilities and any 
other contingency vhich, according to national lavs or régulations, 
is covered by a social security scheme), •subject to the folloving 
limitations : 

(i) There may be appropriate arrangements fer the 
maintenance of acquired rights and rights in course 
of acquisition; 

(ii) Kationals lcws or régulations of the ccuntry of 
résidence may prescribe spécial arrangements cônceraing 
benefits or portions of benefits vhich are payable 
vholly eut of public funds, and concerning allcvances 

. paid to persons vho do not fulfil the contribution 
conditions prescribed for the avard of a normal pension. 

2. The right to compensation for the death of a stateless persen reculting 
fron employmer.t injury or from occupational disease shall not be affected 
by the fact that the résidence of the bsneficiary is outside the terri tory 

of the Contracting State. 
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3, The Contracting States shall extend to stateless persons the benefits 
of agreements concluded between thcm, or vhtch msy te concluded betveen 
thera in the future, concerning the maintenance of acquired rights and rights 
in the process of acquisition in regard to social security, subject only to 
the conditions which apply to nationale of the States cignatory to the 
agreements in question, 
1+, The Contracting States vill give syrnpathetic considération to extending 
to stateless persons so far as possible the bencfits of cimilar agreements 
which may at any time be in force betveen cuch Contracting States and 
non*contracting States, 

Administrative assistance 
(See Article 25 of the 1951 Convention) 

1, When the exercise of a right by a stateless porson vould normally 
require the assistance of authorities of a foreign country to vhom he cannot 
have recourse, the Contracting States in vhose territory he is reeiding 
shall arrange that such assistance be afforded to him by their own authorities 
or by an international authority, 
2, The authority or authorities mentioned in paragraph 1 shall deliver 
or cause to be delivered under their supervision to stateless persons such 
documents or certifications as vould nornally be delivered to aliens by 
or through their national authorities. 
5. Documents or certifications so delivered shall stand in the stead of 
the officiai instruments delivered to aliens by or through their national 
authorities, and shall be given credence in the absence of proof to the ccntrary» 
k, Subject to such exceptional treatrrent as may be granted to indigent 
persons, fees may be charged for the services mentioned herein, but such 
fees shall be moderate and conmensurate vith those charged to nationals for 
similar services. 
5, The provisions of this article shall be without préjudice to articles 27 
and 28. 
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Freedoci of novenent 
(See Article 2(Tôf tnc 1951 Convention) 

Each Contracting State shall accord to statelecs persons lewfully in its 
territory the right to choose their place of résidence and to move freely 
vithin its territory, subject to any régulations applicable to aliens 
generally in the same circunstancec. 

Identity papers 
(See Article 27 of the iyy1 Convention) 

The Ccntracting States shall issue ideutity papers to any statelcss persen 
in their territory who does not possess a valid travel document. 

Travel documents 
(See Article 2B""ôf~the 195Î Convention) 

1. The Contracting States shall issue to stateless persons la^rfully staying 
in their territory travel documents for the purpose of travel outside their 
territory, unless ccmpelling reasono of national security or public order 
othervise require ^/and the provisions for the Schedule to this Convention 
shall apply with respect to such documents/.* The Contracting States roay 
issue such a travel document to any other stateless person in their territory; 
the y shall in particular give syupathetic considération to the issue of such 
a travel document to stateless pcraor.s in their territory vho are unable to 
citais a travel document frem the country of their lavful résidence, 
J2. Travel documents iscued to refugees under previous international agreements 
by parties thereto shall be recognized ar.d treated by the Contracting States 
in the same vay as if they hadbcen issued pursuant to this article^/* 

Hote : The Conférence decided to delete the tvo passegoe lndicntcd betvcen 
square brackets. 
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Fiscal charges 
(See Article 29 of t.he*T951 Convention) 

1. The Contracting States shûll not impose upon statcless persons duties, 
charges or taxes, of any description wiiatsoever, other or higher than 
those which are or may be levied on their nationols in similar situations, 
2. Nothing in the above paragraph shall prevent the application to 
stateless persons of the lave and régulations concerning charges in respect 
of the issue to aliens of administrative documents including idcntity 
papers. 

Tran6fer of aBsets 
(See Article ?0 of the 1931 Convention) 

1, A Contracting State shall, in ccnformity vith its lûws and régulations, 
permit stateless persons to transfer assets which they have brought into 
its territory, to another country where they have been adraitted fer the 
purposes of recettlement, 
2. A Contracting State shall give cympathetic considération to the 
application of stateless persons for permission to transfer assets vherever 
they may be and which are necesGury for their resettlement in another 
country to vhich they have been odmitted. 

Note: The Conférence bas not yet ccmpleted its considération of Articles J2 
and 33 of the 1951 Convention. 

Haturaliza4"ion 
(See Article 3^ of the 1951 Convention) 

The Contracting States shall as far as possible facilitûte the assimilation 
and naturalisation of stateless persons. They shall in particular maKe 
every effort to expedite naturalisation proceedings and to reduce as far 
as possible the charges and costs of such proceedings. 
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Information en nationel législation 
('ise Article 3°" of the 19>1 Convention) 

The Contracting States shall corœnmicate to the Secretary-C-eneral 
of the United Nations the lave and régulations which tbey may adopt to 
ensure the application of this Convention, 




