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The NAM wishes to restate its willingness and desire to ¢o-operate in working
out a realistic and effective Program for Underdeveloped Areas, and to comment
briefly on Item 10 of the Agenda which would deal, in part, with this Program.

We note the General Assembly has requested the Secretary-General to prepare
a report on "practical measures adopted for the study of the problems of arid
zones and on the technical and financial means employed by the specizlized
agencies for this purpose,"

NAM endorses phe request of Members of the Economic and Social Council that
the Secretary-General's report be enlarged to survey the entire field of water

/control and
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control and utilization. !!All also urges the survey cover work of regional and
local governmental and non-governmental organizations as well as that of
Governmental and specialized agencies,

In the United States there is a large library of data that can and should be
dravn u»on in:anj attenpt to build a program of intcrnational eo-operation in the
field of resource development, whether it concerns water, soil, or timber, Our
experience shows the fallacy of develoning water resources of an area or a vhole
nation solely on the basis of anticipated agricultural needs, only to discover
in later years that the area recuires water resource development for industrial
and residential srowth., ’‘astes in money, labcur, and time are the results of
attacking resource wroblems in the absence of a well-rounded and well-defined
resource policy, There is no recson to believe that results irould differ
materially on an international hasis,

INlustrative of data that mizht be drawn upon is the recent study, " ater
in Industry", by the NAil Conservation Cormittee and The Conservation Foundation,

Until the nublication of "J/ater in Industry" there vas no conprehensive
1 or roodenal index bo lndustrial walsr use jwucillives, end nu vesis for
stating with certainty that Anverican industry or its component rarts was in need of
revising certainirater use practices in order to conform to & sound water use
policy, l!Now, the data are available for industry, govermment, the general rublic,
and for the nations of the world as an aporoach to the problem.

The facts set forth below are revealed by this study as more~or-less '"rules of
thumb".in the utilization of water in manufacturing:

1. Few industrial nlants using large amounts of water account for the
largest part of agrregate industrial use,

/2. Increase
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2, Increase in scale of operations (growth in number of employees) over
the past ten years has been martly resonsible for increase in intake of
vater by industry,

3. In all nlants covered by survey, most important use of water was for
industrial process purmoses, although water for cooling purposes is more
important in large water using nlants,

L. About half of industrial plants covered by study nad their own facilities
for treating water, (Frincipally among larger plants,)

5« A greater percentage of large plants than of small nplants treat vaste
water. Small nlants tend to dispose of waste through municival sewers,

Recent experience in many areas of the US, including arid and semi-arid regions,
shows that nanufacturing, azriculture, and cities frecuently comnete azrressively
against one anothcr for water supvlies t-at are inadcouately developed.

Sueh conflicts can be avoided if all the facts on potential water sunnly and
demand are ssembled and considered in the formation of a conservation and use
rolicy for an area, region, or an entire nation, Initial plaining of water
resource use and develorment in the undersdeveloped nations should provide for
precautions 2r7ainst undertaking a rrozram containing the seeds of eventual
resource conflicts,

These comments concerning Item 10 are submitted to point to the broad
factors vhich e:xdst in »ractically all water rzsource nroblems, and to suggest that
study be devoted to ersting data that are periinent to svch problems in the

under~developed :iatiows of the worid,





