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The NAM wishes to restate its willingness and desire to eo-operate in worldng 

out a realistic and effective Program for Underdeveloped Areas, and to comment 

briefly on Item 10 of the Agenda which would deal, in part, with this Program. 

vfe note the General .Assembly has requested the Secretary-Gener al to prepare 

a r eport on ''practical measures adopted for the study of the problems of arid 

zones and on the technica l and financial means employed ,by the specialized 

agencies for this purpose •" 

NAI-f endorses the request of Hernbers of the Economic and Social Council that 

the Secretary-General's report be enlarged to survey the entire field of water 

/control and 
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control and utilization . I!AH also urges the survey cover \o~ork of rec;ional and 

local governmental and non- governmental orcanizations as well as t hat of 

Government al and specialized agencies . 

In the United States there i s a larGe library of dat a t hat can and s hould be 

drm·in U) On in any atter.1pt to build a program of international oo-operation in the 

field of resource developnent, Hhether it concerns l·rater, soil, or timber. Our 

experience shous t he fallacy of develo~)in~ ~·rater resources of an <!.rea or a ~·rhole 

nation solely on the basis of anticipated a~ricultural needs, only to dis cover 

in later years that the area requires Hater resource d.evelopl:tent for indus trial 

and residential ~routh. · :astes in noney, labcur, nnd time nre the r esults of 

attacking resource !')roblems in the absence of a \Jell-rounded and lrell-d.efined 

resource policy. There i s no re.:.son t o believe t hat results l!ould di ffe r 

materially on an international b~sis . 

illustrative of data that mi~ht be dral'm upon is the r ecent study, rr ·ater 

in Industry", by t~1e tJA:: Conservation Cormdttee and The Conservat ion :<'oundat ion . 

Until the ,ublication of w rater in Industry11 t here Has no conprehensive 

stating l'ri.th certainty that Al:-e ric an indus try or its component ~arts l·raG in need of 

r evisinJ?; cer tain 1'! ater use practices in order to ·conform to c. sound '\ltater us e 

policy. ~lou, t he data are availabl e for industry, r;overnment, the t;encral ;1ublic, 

Cll'ld for the nations of t he l·!orld as an ap::>roach to the r-roblem. 

The facts set forth below are revealed by t :1is study as more- or-less "rules of 

thumb" in the ntilization of Hater in D.anufactur:i.ng: 

1. Fel·t industrial !)lants using large amounts of lJater account f or the 
largest part of a ggregate industrial use. 

/2. Increase 
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2 . Increase in scale of operat i ons ( gro"~<rth in number of employees) over 
the past ten years has been ~rtly res ·'IOnsible for increase in intake of 
Hater by industry. 

3. In all plants covered by survey, most important use of Hat er l>ras for 
industrial process pur;10ses 1 although \tater fo r coolin~ pur;?Qses is more 
important in l u.r ge Hater using plants , 

4. :\bout half of industrial plants covered by study had t heir m-m f acili ties 
for treating "~<later. ( Principally among l a r ger plant·s . ) 

5. A gr eater percentage of large plants than of small !Jlants treat Has te 
l•rater. Small ~:llants tend to dispose of \\raste through munici!)Cll seHers . 

Recent experience in many nreas of the US, including a rid and semi - arid r egions , 

shows that :>:anufacturing , a,sriculture, and cities frec:uently corn!_)ete a,3r;ressively 

against one another for l·rater supplies ·t >.at e>.re inadequately developed . 

Such· confiicts can be avoided if all t r1e facts on potential ,.•.ater . SU!)~ly and 

demand e.re a;sembled and considered in t he formation of a conservation and us e 

r-olicy for an area, r egion, or an entire nation . Initial pla1t1:i.ng of 1-mter 

resource u se and develof.1lllent in the tmdcr.-developed nations should provide for 

precautions aGainst tmdertaking a ;-ro.:;ram containing the seeds of eventual 

resource conflicts . 

These comments concerning Item 10 a re submitted t o point to the broad 

factors Hhich e:d.st in :')r actically all uater r~source :1robl ems, and to suggest that 

study be devot~rl to ex.:::.st:ing data that are }!er·~:!.nent to Sl' ch pr oblems i.n the 




