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1. The World Jewlsh Congress respectfully addresses a most earnesp appesal to
tro Ccuncil to renaw its invitéficn ¢ Stebtes Y60 exarine sympathoticslly
applications for naturalizstion submitied by stateless persons habltually
resident in thelr territory” (resolution 319 B (XI), Section ITI). Unhappily
the regusst {or sympathetlc consideration of such applloations meds by the
Council at 1ts eleventh session hes, so fur &s we cen ascertain, made no
appreciable difference to the practice of States which have a tredition of
granting nationslity by discretion of their administration; nor do the replies
on the subject recelved by the Secretary-General encevirage the hope of any
esarly smelioration of this attitude. The internationsl community cannot, in
our respectiul submigslon, leave the matter therse,

2, Ve are awsre and are deeply appracistive of the effort now in process to
secure, on the berip of exheuetive and expert inguiry, the formulation of agreed
irternaticnel neagures for the solution of the prodlem of statelesaness, DPut
this effort ie not liksly to be soon completed; 1% ey well taeke wmany yeare,
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In the moantime many thousands of innocont pooplc against whom thoro is nothing
oxcept that thoy are tho victims of an unhapyy destiny must sontinue to boar tho
disabllitics of statolossnoss, People who have livod in their countries of sottloed
residence for many yoers, ero ofton the paronts of nationals of these countries,
and have honourably discharged overy oivic obligation, are-donicd naturelization,
And thoso conditions prevail not in romote and primitive arcas but in some of tho
most highly civilized and democratic states in Western Burope,

3. It is in the power of these States, if they choose to exercise it, to solye the
problom of thoir own statcloss inhsbitante, We are convinocd that objoctive
inguiry would dissclosc that thero are no cbetacles to amoliorative action which lio
in the porsens who aro at mrosont stateless. We submit that to adhoro too rigidly
to the exteting systom is in prectico to nullify the spirit and intont of Article
15 of the Univereal Declaration of Human Rights: "Bveryonc hes the right to e
nationality," Moreover, tho axperience of such powors as tho United Statos, the
United Kingdom, (enade, Auetralfs and others, has demonstrated beyond all doubt

tho value of a system wilch makes paturalization avallable to redident aliens of
good character undor conditions which aro roasonsble and humane,

k, Accordingly, wo venture to meke the proposal that the Council should renew

its invitetion to the govormments and on this occaslon drew onco more attention to
the ovligations crosted by the moclamation of the Undversel Declaration with

their pupport, RN

5. Moroovar, in view of the lack of authontic official information on the
pagnitude of the problom of statelessnsass, wo fool that 1t would be of great
advantage 1f the Undtod Nations were to undertake a study designed to establish

the extont of the problem in the various countries, the ceuses whioh have brought
it into cxistenco, and the leglslative enactments and admirdetrative moasures undor
which 1t is dealt with in tho various countries, Mwiadmgiy s 1t 18 respoctfully
submitted that the Secretary«Goneral should be invited to cause & study to be made
of stetelossnsgs and tho causes which have produced it and to meke a coumpilation
of all rolevant laws, regulations end administrative practfess in rogard o
maturalization. In meiking this study, it is suggested that the Secrotary-Genoral
should be authorized to invite tho assistance of spocialized bodies, including the
Internatinnal Refugee Orgenization and the High Commisslorghe for Refugoes, and
consultative non=govornmental organizations with knmowledgs or experience in this
field,
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