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The Ad-Hoc Committee on the Organization and Operation of the Council and 

its Commissions (E/1995 - E/AC .34/23 p.2Q) recommended, by six votes in favour 

and one against with one abstention, that 11the Sub-Commission on the Prevention 

of Discrimination and the Protection of Minor ities be discontli1ued, its work 

being taken over by the Commission on Human Rights". 

The reasons given were that 

1) the Sub-Commission had had dif:!.'i~..u :!.ty in cs-::.acl:.shing a satisfactory 

work- program; 

2) on the subject of discrimination, it had made no effective progress, 

3) it had been concerned mostly with work relating to minorities and that, 

in this respec t , its recommendations had not been found acceptable by the 

Human Rights Commission. 
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Ad 1) The Sub-Commission , due to its rather vague t erms of reference, had 

difficultits in establishing its program at th~ beginning. It overcame these 

difficulties at its first session, as may be seen by the description of its 

activities in i t s r~ports (E/CN. 4/52, E/CN. 4/35l, l/CN. 4/358) and in the r epor t 

of the Secret ary-Gener al (E/AC.34/5/add,4 p. 33 - 39) • 
.. , 

Ad 2 ) The stat ement that the Sub-Commission has made no effective pr ogress on 

the subject of discrimination is unjustified. On the contr ary, the various 

-valuable recommendations of the Sub-Commission wer e with one exception adopted 

by the Human Rippts Commission and by the Council . 

a) The Sub-Commission draftoad a text relating t o the term "Prevention of 

Discriminati on", which was approved by the Commission on Human Rights 

(E/ AC ,34/5/Add,4 para 143 , 144) 

b) Its detailed rocommondations as to education in t he field of 

discrimination wer~·· · accepted by the Commission and by the Council (para 

156, 161, 162) . 

c) Its r ecommcndllt ion on_the method of collecting ~terial useful t o 

prevent discrimination was adopted by t he Commission and by t he Council 

(para 159, 160) and has i ndue od 24. gover runent s to pr ovide c lari . .fying 

infor~~tion (E/CN. 4/Sub ,2/l22 - 122 Add. 23) 

d) Its recorrunendations to inquire into the continuing validity of treaties 

concluded or dEscl .:'..rations made before the League of Nations , whi.ch intended 

t u combat discrimination and protect minor ities were adopted by t he 

Commission and by the Council (par a 164 - 166) and led t o t he most lucid 

study ·)f the Secretary- General in document E/CN . 4/367 • 
. , 

e) The study of other probler'ls of discrirnin~ltion is far advanced (see 

E/CN.4/358 <!nd the Pr oyisional Agenda for the fourth sessi on of the Sub

Commission E/CN. 4/Sub . 2/123}. 

A Sub-Commission which succC?eded in having nearly all its recom:nendations 

on discriminat ion adopted by t he Commission and by the Council cannot be said 

t o have made 11 no effective progress" and having been "concerned mostl y with 

work relating t o min:>rities 11 , 
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:1d 3) The sta t r..:mont ) f t he .'.d-Hoc C<Jmmittee is n1t exact, tha t the r ec ;?nunendations 

.')f th e Sub-Cnmm.isd:m on the minority problem had not been found nccept able by 

the C:m\.1\iss i on, 

a) .A r eco1!11!lendation submitted by the Sub- C:>11lllission c0nccrning the 

pr ;)tecti.m of minorities was a ppr oved by the Commission and l ed t o C0uncil 

Resol uti ·.Jn .303 F (Xl) . 

b) As t •) t he definition of minoritie s and r 1:c 'X!ll1end~t::. ~n.s ? n ir.ter:L:t 

~easur~ s by the Sub-C ommission , the Commissi~n did not find the 

r e commendations unacc~ptable, but thought them only premature (E/.II.C.34/5/Add.4 

pc.ra 172 ) . 

The Ft .)p0scd i~bs :)rptLm of t he..\'L.::>rk_ of..~he __ .:>u_b-Go~mission b'r ':.h e Human Rtghts 

Comr:tissi:m . 

Reference is made t o the letter of Mr. M. R.Ma.sa.ni , the Chairman .:> f the 

Sub-Commission (E/ 2073 ) , wher e he pointed out that the Hwna.n Rights c ,-,mmi.ssi on 

did n.Jt find time , a t its 1<·. ~ session, t::> deal with any item on its J,genda 

other than th e: dl"aft Covenant on Human Rights anji that, at its preceding session, 

\t wns abl e t ? dev0te less thnn a day's work t o the vital·~~oblem of 

discri r.lination . 

The Sub-C .:>nuniss i .Jn , on the oth'\ • And, has clarified the complexities ':) f 

the problem .)f prevention , .-: discrimination :.~.nd pr:>tection of minorities s nd 
I 

has succeeded t o meet with the ~pproval of the Commission and of the Council i n 

m0st cases. Admiration f or tho work ':If th !:! Sub-Commissi on must be ~xpressed. 

purticularly in view :::>£ tho fact tha t only three· sessions w~re convened since 

its t:lst!lblishment . It would be unjustifbble tha t the Sub-C;ommis:3ion, having 

advanced so far, should be dissolved, though the Cvmmission would hardly find 

time to discuss the vital problems involved. Indeed, in view of the decision 

of the Council; at its present session it w:>uld appear that the C:::>!Ilmi.ssion) a t 

l east in 1952, will be fully engaged in re-examinin~ the draft Covenant . 



E/C.2/ Jl9 
page 4 

The Commission re j ect ed the r epeated r equests of the Sub-commission that 

it be empowered t o i nvestigat e complaints, H-:>wever, the inclination of a 

body t o achieve r ather t oo much, should never be a reason for its dissolution, 

If the Sub-C ommission were dissolved i n spite of the fact that it did 

valuable work, which can hardly be done by the Commission, public opinion 

would take this as a symptom of the United Natinns' diminishing intereet in 

the prot ection of vital human rights. 

The World Jewish Congress, f or all those reasons, submits that the 

reco~endation of tho Ad-Hoc Committee should not be accepted. 




