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INTRODUCTLON

1. At its sixth session, the General Assefbly, in resclution 545 (VI} of

5 February 1952, decided to include iﬁ the covenant or covenants on huwan:
rights an article on the right of all pecples and all natione to self-
determination, to be drafted along specified lines, In the sawe resolution,
it asked the Commission on Human Rights to prepare recomendations concerning
internetlional respact for the self-determination of pesoples and to submit them
to the Genersl Assembly at its ssventh session.

2, The Commission on Human Rights'éonaidefed both these questlons at its
eighth session during April - June 1952. In addition to adoyting the text of
an article for both the drafs covenant on economic, social and cultural rights
and the drafit covenant on civil and‘political rights, the Commission adopted
tvo draft resolutions containing recommendations to Member States concerning
the self-determination of peoples and nationa.l

3, Draft resolution A, which was in the form of a draft resolution for
adoption by the General Assembly, recomiended that Mewber States should:

(1) uphold the principle of self-determination of peoples and nations and
respect their independence; and (2) recognize and promote the realization of
the right of eelf-determination of the people of Non-Self-Governing and Trust
Territories vho are under their administration and grent this right on &
demand for self-governtent on the part of these people, the popular wish being
ascertained in particular through a pleblscite held under the auspices of The
United Nations.

L, Draft resolutlon B, which was in the foru of a draft resolution for
adoption by the Economic and Social Council, requested the General Agsembly
to recomend to MelMber States responsible for the administration of
Non-SelfnGoﬁerning Territories voluntarily to include <in the information
transmitted by them under Article T3e of the Charter details regarding the
extent to which the right of people to self-determination is exercised by

the peoples of these TErritories, and in particular regarding thelr political

1/ £/2256 (chapter IIT), Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Fourteenth Session, Supplerent No. L.
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progress and the measures taken to develop their capacity for gelf-guministration,
to satisfy their political aspirations and to promote the progressive developent
of thelr free political institutions.

5. The Economic and Social Council transmitted both draft resolutions to the
General Assembly without comment (Council resolution 4ho (XIV)).

6. The Gemeral Assembly, at its 382nd meeting held on 17 October 1952,
referred the item "Human Rights, Recomrendatious concerning international
respect for the self-determination of peoples" to the Third Committee .

T. The Third Committee discussed the item at its 443rd to LOEhth meetings held
on 12 Wovember to 3 DeCember-l952. It had before it the relevant section of

the repoft of the Econémic and Social Councilg/ and a memorandult by the
Secretary-General outlining the previous action taken on this question (A/2165).

2/ A/2172 (chapter V, section I), Official Records of the Gereral Asssribly,
Seventh Sesslon, Supplement No. 3.
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GENERAL DISCUSSION

8. Opinions were sharply divided in regard to the two draft resolutions
before the Committee. Some delegations were uneble for varlous reasons,

to support elther resolution, some were of the view that the recommendations
contained therein were not far-reaching enough, although satlefactory as far
as they went; and some hed reservations on partlcular points. A number of
representatives expressed thelr satlsfactlon with the work of the Commisslon
on Human Rights in adopting the two draft resolutions, but held the view

that the measures contemplated in them for promoting respect for the right

of self determination ghould be considered only es preliminary stepa which

the General Asgembdly should take.

9. It was sald that the recommendations were not in accordance with the
Charter but attempted to amend and extend its scope. In particular it

wag aygued that they dlscriminated against cértain States, which wasg

contrary to the principle of equality contained In Avticles 1 and 2 of the
Charter; tThat they sought to impose on certain States obiigations which

were not laid down in Chapters XI and XII of the Charter; ‘that the transmisslon
of political information by States responeible for the adminlstretion of
Non-Self-Governing Territorles had been deliberately excluded from Article 73e
and was now being requested under draft resolution B; +that the Charter

impose a “sacred trust” on States responsible for adminsitering Non-Self-
Governing Teriritories to assist the inhabitants to govern themselves but
recognized the need to take into account & people's capaclty For full
self-government which was ignored under draft regolution 4; that no attentlon
had been paild to the "particular cirvcumstances of each Territory” as mentloned
in Articles 73 and 76 of the Charter; that the administration of a Territory
fell within the competence of the State respongible and that the United Nations
interfevence was contrary to Article 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter.

10, It was argued that no definitlion of terms such as “seoples”, "natians”,
and "the right'cf self-determination” had been established and the conditions
of the exercisge of the right of self-determination had not been clearly laid
down., It was emphasized that the word "peoples” was open to different
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interpretations, each giving rise to extremely complex problems which had
not been sufficiently studied. ‘Amang those mentioned was the question of
minarities claiming the right of self-determination, the duties of the
various States concerned in such cases, and the criterla to be regarded as
applying in amy particular interpretaticn of “peoples". It was sald that
the exercise of the right of self-determination without any limitations or
safeguards might be a cauge of friction and disturb the friendly relatione
between nations end might lead to anarchy.

11, It wae also sald that the recommendations should be studied in thelr
reletion to the article on the right of self-determination included in the
draft Covenants on Human Rights. It was argued that the purposé of the

two draft resolutions was to implement thet article and, since the Covenants
themselves were not yet in finel form, the General Assembly could not effectively
consider the applicetion of any single article.

12, Among the arguments advanced in support of the reccmmendations emphasis
wag given to the urgency of taking some action immedlately. It wag argued
that the recommendations were in keeping with the principles of the Charter;
thet the first paragreph of draft resolution A met the raquirements of
Article 1, paragraph 2, and Article 55, that the second paregraph of draft
resolution A was in accordance with Articles 73 and 76, and that draft
résolution B wasz in conformity with the epirit of Article 73; thet since
the transmission of political informetion was not included in Article T3e
the States concerned had been asked to supply such information véluntarily;
that Chapter XI provided that Non-Solf-Governing Territories would be held
"in sacred trust” by the States responsible for thelr administratlon until
they were able to govern themselves, but not that they would be owned by such
States; ‘that the provisions relating to Non-Self-Governing and Trust
Territories must be interpreted in the light of Article 1, paragraph 2, and
Article 55 of the Charter. The view was expressed that Avtlcle 2, paragraph T,
of the Cherter relating to domestic jurisdiction could not be arplied in
regpect of territorles geographically removed Trom the sovereign States
responglble for thelr administration. | |

13. Some delegatiﬁnm pointed out that precise definitions of legal concepts

were not an essential prerequisite for the inclusion of those concepts
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in a legal instrument. Examples from the Charter and from the Covenants. on
Humen Rights were given to illustrate that fundemental concepts which had
not yet been ultimately defined and appesred incapable of definition, had

neverthelegs been included in these instruments., It was argued further that

to attempt to draw up preclse legal definitions would mean unwarranted delay
in implementing the right of peoples to self-determination, and that problems
which became the concern of the interrational community could not be solved
by & purely technical juridical approach since they'were not exclusively
legal in character but were indivisibly linked with the economic, social and
pplitical elements, Tt was also argued that some latitude of interpretation
to fit particular circumstances end sitwvations must be allowed in the case of
all ‘the rights-included in the Covenants cn Human Rights.

1%, With regard to draft resolution B, 1t was said that thig recommendation
would make 1t possible for the United Nafions to have before 1t authentic

informetion from cfficlal sources on which to base Its decisioné. Thig was

preferable, and would avold reliance on informetion recelved from unreliable or
discontented elements of the population.

15. Several delegations commented on particular points raised by the draft
regolutions. Many criticized the reference to slavery conteined in the preamb
to draft resolution A and eald that the use of this ﬁqrd'was unjustified and f
provocative. It wae argued thet these paregraphs shou'd be consldered from

the pcint ‘of viéw of the principle they: proclaimed which was respect for

humen dignity and that to the dependent peoples a state of subjugation to
another pover was little better than slavery. It was generally agreed, however,
that slavery in this conmtext was not used in the sense of the definition
contained in apbicle I-of the Internstiomal Slavery Conventicn of 1926, viz.
ownership of one human being By another.

16, Several delegations commented also on the fact that a plebiscite might not
be the only method nor necessarily the best. method of ascertalning the will of.
the people. The question was also discussed in some detail whether plebiscités
or other methods should in all cases be under United Natlons susplces. As an
1llustration of methods other than plebiséites.reference was made to the fact
that the will of the people was in many countries expressed by means of general
elections. It was emphasized, however, that such cther methods must be

recognized democratlic methods and therefore have an electcral character and
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have generally demonstrated thelr validity.

17. Many delegatlons expressed thely views also on the question whether the
recommendations should be drafted to apply to all States or restricted, as In
the text proposed by the Commission on Human Rights, to Non-S8elf-Governing
and Trust Territories. Some sald that the principle of 3self-determination
applied to all peoples and not only to certain categories and that a territcory
which had lost ite independence should be gilven as mich consideration as a
tervitory which had never enjoyed indepeﬁdence. Others, while accepting the
importance of the universal application of the principle of self-determinaticn,
argued that the United Nations ked a special responsiblilty under the Charter
to the peoples of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories.
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DRAFT RESOIUTION A PROPOSED BY THE COMMIESION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
AND TRAISMITTED BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CCOUNCIL

18, Amendments to draft resolution A were sﬁbmitted by the United States of
Americe (A/C.3/L.29% and Rev.l), by Costae Rica, Guatemsla, Haitl, Honduras and
Wicarague (A/C.3/1..295), by Saudi Arvabia (A/C.3/L.296) end by Syrie (A/C.3/L.298/
Rev.l). Sub-amendmente to the United States ameniment were submitted by Indie
(8/.3/1.297 and Rev.l), by Ethiopia (A/c.3/L.301), by Greece (A/C.3/L.303)

and by Afghenisten (A/0.3/L.307). Sub-smendments to the smendment of India were
submitted by Greece (4/C,3/L,302), by fifteen Latin American countries (Brezil,
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuaﬁox’, El Salvador, Guatemsla,
Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragus, Penamn, Uruguay and Vemszuela (A/C.3/L.30L)Y,
by Argentina (A/C.3/L.306), by Afghsnistan (A/C.3/1..308), and by Iraq smd
Pakistan (A/C.3/L.309/Rev.1). Altermative draft resolutions were submitted by
the United Kingdom (A/C.3/1.299) and by Lebanon (A/C.3/L.305).

Amendments fo the preamble

19. Saudl Arabla proposed the eddition of a mew first paragraph stating that
the right of peoples end netions to self-determination is "a prerequisite to the
full enjoyment of all fundementel huren rights" (A/C.3/51.296).
20. Two amsndments to the prearble were submitted by the Unilted States of
America (A/C.3/L.294/Rev.1, paragraphs 1 end 2). The first of these proposed
the deletion of the flrst two paragraphs which contalned references .to slavery.
The second amsndment proposed the addition of the following two paragraphs to
" follow the third paregraph of the originel text:

"Whereas the Chartoer of the United Nations recognizes that certeln
Membors of the United Nations ars responsible for the administration of
' territories whose peoples have not yet atteined a full measure of self-
govermment and affirms the principles which should gulde them,

"Whereas every Member of the United Nations, in conformity with the
Charter, should respect the msintenance of the right of self-determination
in other States,"




Tl L LR

Pags 9

21, Ethlopia presented a sub-amendment (A/C.3/L.301, paragraph 1) suggesting
en alternative bext for the first additlomal parasraph proposed in the United
States emendment., This was subsequently withdrewn at the 460th meeting.

Apsndments to the operative parvagraph 1

22, A United States amendment ‘o this paragraph which, as revised ;(A/G.B/L.29lk/
Rev.l, peragraph 3), incorporated & sub-amendment by the represen{.a'tive of India
(a/c.3/1.297, paregreph 1) proposed thaet the pax:agraph should read: "“The Stetes
Meubers of the United Nations shall uphold the prinﬁiple of self-determination

of all peoples and nations s |

23. A sub-smendment by the fifteen Latin Americen delegations (A/C.3/L.30k,
peragraph 1) proposed the insertion of the words: "the equaliﬁy of rights and
+the" “betwe'en‘the words "the principle of" amd “"self-determination of all peoples,"
but was withdrewn et the 460th meeting.

Amendwents to the opeoratilve paragre.ph )

2l, An amendment submltted by the United States of America (A/C. 3/1. 29k /Rev.1,
pexagraph L) proposed im its vevieed form thet the whole paragraph be replaced
by the following: :
"The States Members of the United Nations shall recognize and promote
'-'l:}he realization of the right of self-determination of the peoples of
- all territories, including those of Non-Self-Governing amnd Trust
Territories, under their administration end shall grant this f-ight to the
peoples of such territories according to the particular circumstances of

sach territory and the freely expressed wishes of the peoples ‘concerned,

the wishes of the people beilng sscertained through a pleblsci'l;e under

the auspices of the United Nations or other recognized democratlic means”.
25. Inile submitted an emendment (A/C.3/L.297) to the originsl United States
emendment. The representative of India orally revised this, at the 455th
meeting, to read "... the right of self-determinetion of the peoples of all
territories, including those of Non-Self-Governing end Trust -Terri’r:sories."
At_the 456th meeting, he submitted a revised text of his emendment ;(A/C.3/L.297/
Rev.l) which chenged this phrase to read "... the right of self-deéemination

e
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of all the peoples, incIluding those of Non-Self-Governing end Trust Territories”.
At the LEOth meeting, however, he withirew this revision in favour of his
original text (A/C.?,/L'.EQT) which referred only %o "the peoples of Non-Self- _
Governing apnd Trust Territorles". _The representetive of Tadia accepted 2 sub-
emendment by fifteen Latin Ausrican delegations (4/c.3/L.30k, paragraph 2 (b))

to chenge the words: ."a plebiscite unr‘*er the auspices of the Uniteﬁ Wations or
other recognized ﬂ'emocra.tic means” to read: 'pleblecites or other recognized

democratic meens, prefersbly under the auspices of the United Nations". The
toxt propoééa by the representative of Tndis thus smended reed as follows:

"The States Members of the United Nations shall recognize and promote
the realié.atiqn'of the right of self-determination of the psoples of Non-
Self-Governing and Trust Territories who are under their sdministration and
shell grant this right to the peoples of such territories according to.the
particular cilrcumstances of each territory end the freely expressed wishes
of the peoples concerned, the wishes of the people being agcertained through
plebiscites or other recognized democratic meens, preferably under the
ausplces of the United Nations.

26. A sub-emendment submitted by the fif'been Tatin Americen delegations
(a/c.3/1..30k, peragraph 2 (a)) would replace the words: “shell grent this right
to the. peoples of such territories” by: "Shall facilitate the exercise of thls
right by the peoples of such territories”. A sub-emendment submitted by Greece
(4/C.3/1..302) end orelly amended &t the 459th meeting proposed . the addition of nof
the words: ‘"comsistent with the principles contained in this resolution" after
"Jemocratic meens”. This was withdrewn at the 460th meeting A sub-amendment
submitted by Argentina (A/C.3/T..306) proposed & total substitution for the text
suggestefl by India, but wes withdrawn at the 460th meeting. “ A sub-amendment
submitted by Afghanisten (A/C.3/1.308) would replace the words “"particular
circumstances of" by the words: "principleé and spirit of the Unlted Nations
Charter in regard to". A sub-smendment submitted by Irag end Pekisten

t
1




(4/¢.3/1.309/Rev.1) would replace the final wording in the text by the following:
"The wishes of the peoples concerned shall be ascertained through a plebiscite

or other rscognized dsemocratic means when necessary under the auspices of the
‘United Nations". ‘

27. Other sub-smendments to the United States emendment were submitted by
Ethiopie (A/C.3/L.301), Greece (A/C.3/1..303) and Afghanisten (A/C.3/L.307).

The sub-amendment submitted by Ethiopis was to replace the whole payagreph by a
new text which introduced, In particulsr, the idea of the wishes of the psople
"end their ability to exercise said right /I.e. the right of self-ﬁeterminatiogf
being ascertalned by the Unlted Nations through recognized and estaﬁlished
procedures”. This amendment was withdrvawn at the 360th meeting. The smendments
proposed by Gresce (A/C.3/1..303) and Afghanisten (A/C.3/L.307) were the same as
those moved by these delegations to the sub-anmndméni of India.

28. An amendment by Costa Rica, Guatemels, Halti, Honduras end Nicaragua
(A/C.3[L.295) wag submitted to the second paragraph of drafi resolution A. It
concerned the word "grant" end the lest phrese regsrding plebiscites under the
auspices of the United Natilons, but was withdrswn in fevour of the sub-emendments
to the Indien emendment moved by the fifteen Latin American delegations.

}Propoaed addltional operative paragraph

29, In en emsniment submitted to draft vesolution A, which wes revised
(A/C.3/L.298[Rev.l), and later orslly smended by the sponsor at the 460th meeting,
the representative of Syrila proposed the a2ddition of a new operative paragrayph.
Thils would provide that Member States responsible for the administration of Non-
Self-Governing and Trust Territories should take steps, pending the realization
of the right of self-determination and in preparation thereof, to snsure the
~ direct participation of the indigenous populations in the legislatife and
i executive orgens of government of those territories, and to preparettham for
complete self-govermment or independence.
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Voting on draft resolution A end amendments thereto

30. The Committes voted at the 460th meeting on 1 December l§52 on draft
resoclution A and the vearious amendments sﬁbmitted as follows: :" ,
(1) 1t edopted by & roll-call vote of 3k votes to 12, with 6 abstentions ,i/ '
the emeniment of Saudi Arebia (A/C.3/L.296) %o 8dd & new first paragreph to the
preemble; '
(2) It adopted, by 31 votes to 11, with 5 ebsténtions, the United States
amendment ,(A/C;3/L.29llr/Rsv.l‘) %o delete the flrst two paragraphs of the preamble;
(3) Tt voted by division on the United States amendment (A/C.3/L.29%/Rev.l)
to add two additional pﬁragfaphs to the presmble as follows: -
() The words: "emd affirms the principles which should guide
them" in the first paragraph proposed were adopted by 14 votes to 6, with
. 30 abs;tentions;
(b) The two sdditional parsgraphs as & whole were adopted by
26 votes to mnone, wlth 24 sbstentions.
(4) It adopted, by 33 votes to 6, with 1L abstemtions, the United States
amendment (4/C.3/L.29%/Rev.l), innorpofating the sub-smendment of India
(4/C.3/L.297) o operative paragraph 1;

_3/ The voting was as follows:
In favour: Afgbanisten, Argentina, Bolivie, Brazill, Burma, Byrlorussian

Soviet Socilalist Republic, Chile, Colombia, Coste Rica,
Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Indonesis, Iren, Irag, Mexico,
Nicarague, Pekisten, Peru, Philippines, Polend, Saudl Arabia,
Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Sccialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Venszuels, Yemen, Yugoslavie.

Agalnst: Australis, Belgium, Cansde, Demmark, Fremce, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, New Zealend, Norway, Union of South Africa, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northerm Ivelemd, United States of
Anerica,

Abstaining: China, India, Israel, Sweden, Thailand, Turkey.




Lad e b LaAr

Page - 13

(5) It adopted, by 33 votes to 5, with 16 sbstentions the sub-smendment
of the Tifteen Latin Americen delegations (A/C.3/L.30%, paregreph 2 (a)) to the
sub-smendment of India to replace: ‘'shall grent this right of the peoples of
such territories” by the words: “shall facilitate the exercise of this right
by the peoples of such territories.”

(6) Tt adopted, by @ roll-call vote of 21 to 9, with 23 abétentions,y the
sub-smendment of Afghenistan (A/C.3/L.308) to the sub-amendment of Imdia %o
replace "particular circumstences of" by the words: 'principles and spirit of
the United Nations Charter in vegard to".

(7} It rejJocted, by a roll-call vote of 2k %o 11, with 18 a'bs‘bent10n.s,5/
the sub-amendment of Irag and Pakisten (8/0.3/L.309/Rev.1) to the sub-smendment
of Indie, which would replace "prefersbly under the auspices of the United
Tations" by: "when necessary under the euspices of the United Natlons."

_l_L_/ The voting was as follows:

In fayour: Afghenisten, Bolivie, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Soclalist
Republic, Czechoslova]:ia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Greece, Guatemala,
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Poland, Ssudi Arebis, Syria,
Ukrainien Soviet Socialist Republic s Union of Sovist Socialist
Republics, Urugney, Yemen, Yugoslavia,

Against: Austrelia, Belgium, Demmark, France, India, Norway, Thalla.nﬁ
United Kingdom of Great Brita:m and Northern Ireland, United
States of America,

Abstaining: Argentina, Brazil, Cenede, Chile, China, Colomble, Costa Rica,
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Luxembourg, Mexico,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Peru, Fhilippines,
Sweden, Turkey, Unilon of South Africe, Venezuela.

5/ The voting was as follows:

Tn fevour: Afghenisten, Burwe, Egypt, Indonesia, Irag, Pakisten,
Philippines, Saudl Arabis, Syria, Yemen, Yugoslavia.

Against: Argontipe, Australis, Bslgium, Brezil, Cenada, Chile, Colcmbila,
Costae Rice, Dermerk, Frence, Guatemala, Eaitl, Luzembourg, Mexico,
Netherlends, Niceragua, Norway, Sweden, Thailend, Union of
South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britaln and Northern
Ireland, Unlted States of America, Uruguay, Venezuele.

Abstaining: Bolivie, Byelorussilan Soviet Socialist Republic, China, Cuba,
Czechoslovekis, Dominicen Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopla, Greece,
India, Iran, Israel, New Zealand, Peru, Poland, Turkey,
Ukreinian Soviet Socia,list Republic s Union of Soviet Socialist
Republiicy.

B
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(8) It voted by division on the sub-smendment of India {r/c.3/L.297) as

emended to the United States emendment with the followlng result: |
“{a) The word "prefersbly" was adopted by 18 votes to 11, with
20 zbstentions;
(b) The amendment as & whole, as amended, was adopted by & roll-

c8ll vote of 31 to 15, with T ebstentions. f

(9) Tt adopted, By & roll-call vote of 29 o 9, with 15 epstentions, L/
the amendment of Syria (A/C.3/L.298/Bev.l) , orally smended, to add en add itional
operative paragraph.

6/ The voting was ag Tollows:

Tn favour: Afghenistan, Argentina, Bollvia, Brazil, Burme, Byelorusslen
Soviet Soclalist Republic, Chile, Colombls, Costa Rica,
Czechogslovekia, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Ethiople, Guatemala,
Haiti, India, Indonesia, Irad, Mexzico, Pakistan, Peru,
Philippines, Polemd, Seudi Arebla, Syria, Ukrainian Soviet
Soclalist Republic, Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics,
Uruguey, Venezuela, Yemsnh, Yugosalavia.

' Agalngt: Australia, Belglum, Canada, Chine, Demmark, France, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Thallend, Union of
South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britein and Northern
Ireland, United Stetes of America.

Abstaining: Cuba, Ecuador, Greece, Iran, Israel, Nicarague, Turkey.
1/ The voting was as follows: '

Tn favour: Afghenistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Byelorussilan
Soviet Socislist Republic, Chile, Czechoslovekie, Dominican
Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, Guatemela, Haiti, Indonesia, Iram,
Ireq, Mexico, Nicaragus, Pekisten, Philippines, Poland, Saudi
Arebie, Syria, Ukrainian Sovlet Sociellst Republic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen,
Yugoslavia. -

Againsts Auvstralia, Belgium, Cuba, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Union of South Africa, Tnited Kingdom of Gresat
Britein and Northern Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: Cenade, China, Colombia, Coste Rica, Demmark, Ecuador, Frénce,
Greece, India, Ilerael, Norway, Peru, Sweden, Thailend, Turkey.
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(10) The draft resolution as a whole, as amended, was adopted by & roll-
call vote of 34 to 13, with 6 sbstentions .é ' :

8/ The voting was as follows: i
' Afghanisten, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Byeloruasian

In favour:

Againgt:

Abstaining:

Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, Fgypt, Ethiopfa, Greece,
Guatemala, Haitl, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Mexico, Nicarague,
Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Seuti Arebia, Syria,
Ukrainisn Soviet Soclalist Republic, Union of Sovist Socilalist
Republics, Uruguay, ‘Zenezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia.:

Australia, Bslgium, Canada, Demmark, France, Luxembourg,
Netherlands New Zealend, Noxway, Swed en, Union of South
Africa, Unltea Kingdom of Great Britain and Northsm Irelend,
United States of America, i

Cube, Ecusdor, Iran, Israel, Thailand, Turkey.
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DRATT RESOIUTION PROPCSED BY THE UNITED KINGDOM

31. The United Kingdom presented an altervetive text to draft vesolution A
(A/c.3/1..299). Saudd Arebla moved, as an amendment to this draft resolution,
the smendment sulmitted to the preamble of draft resclution A {A/C.3/L.296).
Afghanistan moved; as emendments to thils text, the amendmernts submitted as
sub-zmendments to the Unif;ed States smendment and the Tndien sub--améndmant
thereto (A/C.3/L.307 and 308). The reprosentative of the United Eingdom
~withdrew the draft resclution after the voting on draft resolutipn A and the

- *

smendments thereto was campleted.

DRAFT RESCLUTION FROPOSED BY LEBANON

32. Lebanon algo sulmitited an alteruative text for draft resclution A
(A/c.3/1.. 305) %o which the samo emendments were moved by Seudi Arebis and
Afghenigtan. At the 461st moeting, the Committee ad.op'ted the following motion
by 21 votes to none, with 26 abgtentions:
"The Third Comudttes
"Whereas the resolution adopted on 1 December 1952 covers the amended
decision as adopted by the Commission on Humen Rights in draft reéolutianlk”
."Deci_des not to vote on the draft resolution submitted by the ' "
representative of Lebanon (4/C.3/L.305)".

)
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DRAFT RESOLUTION B FROPOSED BY THE CCOMMISSICN ON HUMAN
RIGHTS AWD TRANSMITTED BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCTAL COUNCIL

35. Lebanon submitted a text (a/C.3/L.293/Rev.1) which presented draft
resolution B as edopted by the Commission on ‘Human Rights in the form of a
draft resolution of the General Assembly. At the L46Lth meeting, the
representative of Lebanon accepted amendments submitted by EE}EE (a/c.3/1..314)
to add the words "and nations" after "peoples” in the preamble and in the
operative paragraph. He @lso accepted, after it had been revised and orally
amended, an amendment submitted by India (A/C.3/L.315/Rev.1): This proposed -
the ‘addition of & second operative paragraph under which the General Assembly
would decide to place the resolution on the agenda of the Committee on Information
from Non-Self-Governing Territories at its next seseion in 1953. An amendment
by Saudi Arabia- (A/C.3/L.316) to the original text proposed by India was
withdravn at the 46hth meeting in the 1light of the reévision of the' Indian

amendment .

34. The Committee voted as follows on the draft resolution submitted bj the

representative of Lebanon, as amended:
(1) It adopted, by 30 votes to 8, with 12 abstentions, the lmet parsgraph
which had been the amendment of India and which read: "Decides to place this

‘resolution on the agenda of the Committee on Information from Non-Self -Governing

Territories at its next session in 1953". /
(2) It adopted, by & roll-call vote of.38 to 10, with b abstentions,g the

draft resolution as a whole.

9/ The voting was as follows:

In favour:

Against:

Abstaining:

Afghanistan, Argentina, Brazil, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Coste Rica, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, ELl Salvadocr,
Ethiopia, Greece; Quatemals, Haiti, India, Indonesls, Iran,
Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Pakistan, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Seudi Arabia, Syria,. Ukrainian Soviet

 Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia.

Canada, France, Netherlends, New Zealand, Norway, Union of South
Africa, United Kinpdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
United States of America. -

Denmark Sweden, Thailand, Turkey.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION PROPOSED BY AFGHANISTAN, ARGENTINA,
CHILE, GUATEMALA, IRAQ, LEBANON, MEXICO AND PAKTSTAN

35. Afghanistan, Argentina, Chile, Quatemala, Irag, Lebanon, Mexico and P&kiﬁ%%ﬁr_
submitted a third draft resolution (A/C.3/L.317) which instructed the Commiseion
on Human Righte to continue preparing recommendations. concerning international
regpect for the right of self-determination of peoples and particularly steps
which might be taken by the various 6}gans of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies, and to submit ite recommendations to the General Assembly.
Oral amendments proposed by the representative of the United States of America

et the L6Lth meeting, under which the General Assemhly's request and the
Commission's recoﬁmendationa would be tranemitted through the Economic and .
Social Council, were accepted by the sponsors of the draft resolution.

36. The Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic submitted an smendment (A/C.3/L.318)
which would add, at the end of operative paragraph 1, the ﬁords: "including the

reoples of Non-Self -Governing and Trust Perritories”.
37. The Committee voted as follows on the draft resolution and the eamenduwent
thereto: ;
- (1) It rejected, by 22 votes to 16, with 14 abstentions, the addition
proposed by the Ukrainien Soviet Socialist Republic (A/C.3/L.318);
(2) 1% adoptédq by & roll-cell vote of 38 to 7, with 8 abstentions,gg/

the draft resolution as a whole, as amended.

}9/ The voting was as follows:

In favour: Afghanisten, Argentina, Brazil, Burma, Chile, China, Colcmbia,
Costs Rica, Cuba, Denmerk, Dominicen Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
El Selvador, Ethiopiae, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ierael, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico,
Norwey, Pakistan, Paname, Philippines, Saudi Arabila, Sweden,
Syris, Theiland, United States of America, Venezuela, Yemen,

Yugoslevia.

Against: ‘Australis, Belgium, France, Netherlende, New Zealand, Union of
South Africa, United Kingdam of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland.

Absteining: Canada, Czechoslovakia, Peru, Poland, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet
‘Soeialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Byelorugsian Soviet Socialist Republie.

o,
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DRAFT RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

38. The Third Committee therefore recommends to the General Agsembly the
adoption of the fellowing three dreft resclutions:

4

i

E THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES. AND NATIONS TO SELF-DETERMINATTON

Draft resolution A .

Whereas the right of peoples and nations to self-determination is a
prerequisite to the full enjoymgﬁt of all fundamental human rights,

Whereas the Charter of the United Netions, under Articles 1 and 553,
agims to develop friendly relstions among nationg based on resﬁect for the
equal rights and self-determination of peoples in order to strengthen
universal peace,

Whereas the Charter of the United Nations recognizes that certain
‘Menmbers of the United Nations are respomsible for the administration of
territories whose peoples have not yet attained a full measure of self-
government; and affirms the principles which should guide them,

Whereas every Member of the United Natilons, in conformity with the
Charter, should respect the maintenance of the right of self-determination
in other States,

The Genersal Assembly recommends that:

1. The States Members of the United Netions shell uphold the
principle of self-determination of all pecples and nations:

2,  The States Members of the United Natlons shall recognize and
promoté the realization of the right of self-determination of the pedplea
of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories who are under their
administration and shell facilitate the exercise of this right by the
peoples of such Territories sccording to the principles and spirit of the
Charter of the United Nations in regerd to each Territory end to the
freely expressed wishes of the peoples concerned, the wishes of the people
being mscertained through plebiscites or other reccgnized democratic means,
preferably under the auspices of the United Nations:

3. The States Members of the United Nations responsible for the
administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories shall take
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practical steps, pending the realization of the right of-self—determination
and in preparation thereof, to ensuﬁe the direct participation<of the
indigenous populations in the legislative and executive organs of
goverﬁmeﬁt of those Territories, and to prepare them for complete self-

government or indepsndence. j

Draft resolution B-

The General Assembly, .
Considering that one of the condltions necessary to facilltate United

Nations action to promote respect for the right of self—ﬁetermlnatlon of
peoples and nations; in particular with regard to the peoples of Non-Self-
Governing Territories, is that the competent-organsrof the United Netions
gshould be in possegsion of official informetion on the government. of these
Territories,
, Recalling its resolution 1L{1I) of 3 November l9h7 in which it

declared that the voluntary transmieelon of such 1nformation was entirely
‘in conformity with the spirit of Article Tle of the Charter, and should

therefore be encouraged,

Recalling its resolution 32T(IV) of 2 December 1949 in which it
expressed the hope that such of the Members of the Uni'ted Nations as had
not done B0 might voluntarily include details on the government of Non-
Self-CGoverning Territories in the information transmitted by them under
Article e ofathe‘charter,

Considering that at the present time such information has not yet
been furnished in respect- of a large nurber of Non—Self—Governing Terrltorigq

1. . Recommends Stetes Members of the United Netions respon31ble for
the administration of Non-Self-Governing Terrltories voluntarily 0 include
in the information transmitted by them under Article Tle of the Charter

“details regerding the extent to which the rlght of peoples end nations to

. pelf-determination .is exercised by the peoples of those Territorles, and
in perticular regarding their political progrese and the measures taken to
develop their capacity for self-administration, to.satiefy their political

aspirations and to promote the progressive development of their free

political institutlons:
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2. Decides to place this resolution on the agenda of the Committee
on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories for its next session in
1953. '

Draft resolution ¢

i

The General Assembly,

Considering that it is necessary to continue the study pf wayse and .
means of ensuring intermational respect for the right of peoples to self-
determination, f

Considering that the recommendations it has adopted at its seventh
session do not represent the only steps that can be taken tolpromote
respect for such right, : ‘

1. Requests the Economic and Social Counecil to ask the Commission
on Humen Rights to continue preparing recommendations concerning
internaiional.respect for the right of'peoples to self—deter@ination, and
particularly recommendations relating to the gteps which might he taken,
within the limits of their resources and competence, by the various organs
of the United Nations and the specilalized agencies to develop ‘international
respect for the right of peoples to self-determination; ,

2. BRequests the Commission on Humen Rights to submit fthrough the

Fconomic and Social Council ifa reconmendations to the General Assembly.

-






